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FRANCE  and  Germany  yes¬ 
terday  put  themselves  on  a 
collision  course  with  Britain 
by.  setting  out  a  joint  pro¬ 
gramme  for  deeper  European 
integration  that  envisages  a 
common  immigration  policy, 
the  extension  of  qualified  ma¬ 
jority  voting  and  a  far  greater 
role  for  the  European 
ParHamenL 

The  key  elements  in.  the 
catalogue  of  reforms,  outlined 
in  an  open  letter  to  their 
European  partners,  are  op¬ 
posed  by  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  and  will  provoke  outrage 
among  the  Euro-sceptics,  add¬ 
ing  to  die  growing  tension  in 
the  run-up  to  next  week's 
Madrid  summit 
In  the  Commons  John  Ma¬ 
jor  made  it  plain  that  Britain 
would  oppose  extension  of 
qualified  majority  voting  and 
“massive*'  new  powers  for  the 
European  Parliament  at  next 
-  year’s  inter-governmental 
.conference. 

Confirming  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  was  considering  a 
‘  White  Paper  •  on  Britain’s 
future  relations  with  Europe 
he  insisted  that  policies  in 
those  areas  were  “firm  and 
will  not  change."  But  it 
seemed  that  President  Chirac 
and  Chancellor  Kohl  were 
determined  to  challenge  Mr 
Major’S  bid  to  downgrade  the 
importance  of  the  conference. 

The  Chancellor  used  the 
two-nation  summit  in  Baden- 
Baden  to  demonstrate  solidar¬ 
ity  with  France.  He  said  that 
Bonn  would  stand  “shoulder 
to  shoulder"  with  Paris  in  its 
attempts  to  meet  the  criteria 
for  a  single  currency. 

There  was  no  escaping, 
however,  the  pall  of  crisis  at 
the  summit.  The  French  Prime 
Minister.  Alain  Juppe,  had  to 
stay  at  home  and  the  markets 
waited  for  signs  of  German 
'  support  for  the  franc  or  any 
retreat  from  the  strict  entry 
■criteria  for  European  Mone¬ 
tary  Unidn.No  such  signals 
emerged  The  Germans,  rep¬ 
resented  by  their  Foreign. 
Finance,  Defence,  Interior  and 
Economics  Ministers,  seoned 
to  realise  for  the  first  time  that 
the  French  crisis  is  their  awn. 

The  joint  letter  of  the  two 
leaders,  sent  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  to  Felipe  Gonzalez,  the 


French  strikes  hit 
Eurostar  trains 

The  Eurostar  rail  service  be¬ 
tween  London  and  Pans  was 
hailed  yesterday  as  a  result  of 
the  FrimdJ  strikes.  The  service 
had  held  out  for  two  weeks 
but  strikers  occupying  a  sig¬ 
nal  box  at  the  Calais-Frftbim 
station  told  SNCF,  the  French 
dat»»  railway,  that  they  would 
not  allow  any  more  after 
yesterday’s  8.  JO  am  from  Par- 
.  is. .  Le  Shuttle  services  are 
running  normally. 

Union  pressure,  page  £3 


Nationality 
on  licences 

Britain  has  persuaded  its  Euro¬ 
pean  partners  to  allow  the 
holder’s  nationality  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  new  EU  driving 
licence.  The  measure  which 
will  be  voluntary,  enables  Brit¬ 
ain  to  keep  the  option  of  using 
licences  as  identity  cards. 

The  induston  of  nationality 
on  the  back  of  the  licence  will 
require  the  consent  of  the 
bidder.  The  dew  licence  will 
come  into  force  —  in  member 
states  which  choose  to  have  it 
—  from  July  next  year. 


Prime  Minister  of  Spain 
which  holds  the  presidency  of 
the  European  Union,  concen¬ 
trates  on  four  areas  of  reform. 

□  The  two  countries  urge  the 
European  Union  to  draw 
much  closer  to  the  West  Euro¬ 
pean  Union.  A  common  fo- 
eign  and  security  policy 
should  make  a  greater  impact 
and  be  given  appropriate 
instruments. 

□  They  demanded  a  common 
approach  to  asylum  and  im¬ 
migration.  This  should  be 
accompanied  by  increased  co¬ 
operation  in  the  fight  against 
terrorism  and  crime. 

□  Qualified  majority  voting 
should  be  extended  to  more 
areas.  At  the  same  time 
Europe  should  consider  the 
use  of  votes  weighted  accord¬ 
ing  to  population  size.  The 
relationship  between  the 
European  Commission,  the 
Council  of  Ministers  and  the 
European  Parliament,  should 
be  made  more  simple.  The 
nomination  of  Commission¬ 
ers,  the  compensation  and 
tasks  of  the  Commision  had 
also  to  be  adjusted  in  order  to 
accommodate  new  members. 

□  The  “European  Parliament 
as  well  as  national  parlia¬ 
ments,  have  to  be  drawn  more 
dosely  into  the  European  inte¬ 
gration  process."  said  the 
letter. 

All  of  these  points  appear  to 
run  counter  to  British  policy 
and  seem  certain  to  provoke  a 
row  next  week  when  the 
agenda  for  the  IGC  is  dis¬ 
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Princess’s  ‘political’ 
plea  angers  Tories 

By  Alan  Hamiuton  and  Nicholas  Wood 

THE  Princess  of  Wales  sailed  servatives  said  that  the  Prin- 
dose  to  the  political  wind  cess  had  wrecked  her  hopes  of 
yesterday  when  she  spoke  in  bang  given  a  formal  role  as  a 
support  of  homeless  young  goodwill  ambassador  and  be- 
people  whose  life  is  about  to  be  uig  accorded  a  higher  profile 
made  harsher  by  planned  cuts  on  the  world  stage, 
in  their  social  security  Although  die  avoided  mak- 
payments.  mg  an  overtly  partisan  ad- 

Addressing  the  annual  gen-  dress  at-the  Savoy  Theatre  in 
eral  meeting  of  Centrepoint,  London,  the  Princess  delivered 
the  charity  of  which  she  has  to  her  audience  of  200  charity 
been  patron  since  1992  and  and  soda]  services  workers  an 
which  provides  shelter  for  emotive  appeal  on  behalf  of 
young  people  sleeping  rough  die  disadvantaged  young, 
in  London,  the  Princess  Estimates  of  the  number  of 
shared  a  platform  with  Jack  single  homeless  -people  in 
Straw  MP.  Labour’s  Shadow  London  alone  vary  around 
Home  Secretary,  who  has  100,000.  She  said  die  was 
become  an  ardent  campaigner  appalled  at  the  dangers  young 
against  the  streets  of  urban  people,  especially  16  I7-year- 
Britain  being  nightly  filled  olds,  faced  on  the  streets,  and 
with  those  who  have  no  bed  to  how  vulnerable  they  were  to 
go  to.  exploitation.  “At  a  time  when 

As  Tory  MPs  accused  her  of  resources  are  stretched  as 
compromising  the  monarchy's  never  before,  those  needing 
political  neutrality,  John  Ma-  help  are  becoming  younger 
jar  was  forced  to  defend  his  and  more  vulnerable.  She 
record  on  the  homeless.  Con-  Continued  on  page  2,  col  b 
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Paris  and  Bonn  outline  federal  plan 

Europe  heads 
for  showdown 
on  integration 

By  Roger  Boyes  in  baden-baden  Philip  Webster  political  editor 


ANDRE  CAMARA 


cussed.  And  with  Mr  Major 
and  other  leaders  expected  to 
use  tiie  opportunity  to  throw 
fresh  doubt  on  the  timetable 
for  a  single  currency.  Madrid 
looks  certain  to  be  a  fraught 
gatherings. 

The  two  leaders  were  care¬ 
ful  to  stress  that  they  were  not 
aiming  for  an  exclusive  hard 
core  Europe  but  they  want  all 
member  states  of  an  extended 
Union  to  have  the  same 
chance  to  take  part  in  the 
European  integration  process. 

In  a  direct  challenge  to 
Britain  they  said  that  “the 
temporary  problems  of  a  part¬ 
ner”  in  keeping  up  should  not 
hinder  other  states  who  want 
to  advance  more  quickly.  The 
agreement  resulting  from  the 
Maastricht  follow-up  confer¬ 
ence  should  contain  a  clause 
allowing  those  willing  and 
able  to  integrate  more  dosely 
to  go  ahead. 

The  respective  ministers  for  j 
Europe.  Michel  Bamier  and 
Werner  Hoyer.  accepted  that 
there  should  be  a  secretary 
general  personifying  a  com¬ 
mon  European  foreign  policy. 
Both  ministers  agreed  that  the 
secretary  general  could  serve 
as  secretary  general  of  the 
West  European  Union. 

The  interior  ministers 
agreed  that  FranoGennan 
police  units  could  operate 
behind  each  others’  borders, 
providing  some  insurance 
against  the  movement  of  sus¬ 
pected  terrorists  or  criminals. 
The  French  agreed  to  help  in 
accelerating  the  legal  estab¬ 
lishment  of Europol.  Chancel¬ 
lor  Kohl’s  cherished  police 
network. 

France  appeared  to  give 
considerable  ground,  proba¬ 
bly  for  tactical  reasons.  They 
made  it  dear  that  they  would 
not  be  upset  if  new  weighted 
voting  arrangements  gave 
Germany  greater  clout  than 
France. 

Chancellor  Kohl,  seemed  to 
accept  that  there  could  not  be  a 
seamless  Franco-German  pos¬ 
ition  before  the  conference 
since  so  much  has  still  to  be 
bargained  for  during  the  talks 
next  year.  He  said;  “We  cannot 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  4 
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The  Range  Rover  in  which  three  men  were  found  shot  in  an  Essex  country  lane.  Police  suspect  a  gangland  link 

Three  die  in  gangland  shooting 


By  Stewart  Tendler 

CRIME  CORRESPONDENT 

A  GANGLAND  hitman  who 
lured  three  criminals  to  a 
rendezvous  in  a  country  lane 
and  shot  them  as  they  sat  in 
their  car  was  being  hunted  by 
police  last  nighL 

The  bodies  were  found 
slumped  in  their  seats  in  a 
blue  Range  Rover  by  a  farmer 
in  a  lane  dose  to  the  A130 
between  Basildon  and  Che¬ 
lmsford  at  Rettingdon  in  Es¬ 
sex.  The  farmer  and  a  friend 
had  driven  down  the  frozen 
bridleway  at  dawn  to  feed 
pheasants  when  they  discov¬ 
ered  the  bodies. 

The  victims,  aged  between 
20  and  40.  had  each  been  shot 
in  the  head  in  what  police 
describe  as  a  classic  gangland 
murder.  One  or  possibly  two 
shotguns  were  used  in  the 
killings  but  police  are  working 
on  the  theory  that  wily  a  single 
gunman  was  involved. 

The  dead  men  were  all 
criminals  from  an  area  be¬ 
tween  Southend,  Basildon  and 
Grays  in  south  Essex.  They 
were  all  dressed  in  jeans, 
jackets  and  pullovers.  None 
was  wearing  a  seatbelt  and  the 
lights  of  the  car  were  off.  They 


Mr  Theobald  and  Mr  Giggins  found  die  bodies 
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died  some  time  between  6pm 
on  Wednesday  and  just  after 
8am  yesterday. 

The  Range  Rover  was 
parked  out  of  sight  of  the  AJ30 
in  Workhouse  Lane,  often 
used  by  criminals  as  a  dump¬ 
ing  ground  for  stolen  cars.  The 
lane  runs  through  land  owned 
by  Peter  Theobald,  a  farmer. 

Just  after  830am  he  and  Mr 
Ken  Giggins,  a  family  friend, 
drove  down  the  lane  to  feed 
rearing  pheasants.  They 
found  the  Range  Rover  block¬ 
ing  a  five-bar  gate.  Mr 
Giggins  said  he  got  out  of  his 
vehicle  to  investigate.  He  said: 
“I  and  went  to  tap  on  the 
window  to  ask  them  to  move 
it  There  was  no  response  and 
I  looked  in  and  shouted  back 


Poll  offers 
glimmer  of 
Toiy  hope 

By  Peter  Riddell 

THE  Budget  has  helped  to 
boost  Tory  support  from  re¬ 
cent  low  levels  among  key 
groups  of  voters,  according  to 
the  latest  MORI  poll  for  The 
Times. 

The  poll,  undertaken  last 
weekend,  is  the  fullest  survey 
since  the  Budget.  It  suggests 
that,  whfie  the  public  remains 
very  hostile  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  overall  economic  strat¬ 
egy  and  prefers  Labours 
approach,  more  people  think 
that  last  week's  measures  will 
be  good  for  them  personally 
than  at  any  time  since  the  pre¬ 
election  Budget  of  March  1992. 
Although  they  are  still  out¬ 
numbered  by  those  believing 
the  Budget  wifi  be  bad  for 
them,  tbe  net  balance  of  good 
less  bad  of  minus  22  points 
compares  with  minus  52 
points  a  year  ago. 

Tory  support  has  risen  by 
two  points  to  28  per  cent  since 


to  Peter  There  are  two  people 
here.  Looks  like  they  are 
dead’.” 

The  two  men  called  the 
police  on  a  mobile  phone.  Mr 
Giggins  said;  “Peter  got  out 
and  he  Jooked  in  and  he  said: 
There's  another  one  in  the 
back  as  well’." 

Mr  Giggins  said  the  passen¬ 
ger  in  tiie  front  was  lying 
forward  and  the  driver  had  his 
head  to  one  ride.  The  passen¬ 
ger  in  the  back  had  slumped 
over  and  was  lying  across  the 
bade  seat.  There  was  no  blood 
on  tiie  windows. 

Mr  Theobald,  who  lives  on 
Whitehouse  Farm,  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  yards  away,  said  he 
could  see  no  dear  trades  in  the 
snow  and  he  had  heard  noth- 


A  How  would  you  vote  if 
X  there  were  a  general 
election  tomorrow? 


ing  '  overnight  Detective 
Superintendent  Ivan  Dibley 
said  all  three  were  known  to 
the  police  and  they  were  “not 
on  the  bottom  rung"  of  the 
criminal  ladder.  Mr  Dibley 
said  thai  a  motive  for  the 
killings  might  become  dear 
once  police  had  identified  the 
dead  men. 

Mr  Dibley  said:  “Whoever 
has  killed  three  men  clearly  is 
very  dangerous  and  until  such 
a  time  as  we  catch  him  I  am 
concerned  he  is  at  large.”  He 
said  the  men  had  either  been 
enticed  to  the  lane,  met  there 
by  arrangement  or  might  have 
been  forced  there. 
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Governor 
dashes 
hopes  of 
interest 
rate  cut 

By  Arthur  Leathley 

AND  ANATDLE  KALETSKY 

HOPES  of  a  pre -Christmas 
cut  in  interest  rates  receded 
last  night  as  Eddie  George,  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
I  land,  said  a  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  borrowing  could  deep¬ 
en  economic  uncertainty  and 
damage  overseas  confidence 
in  Britain. 

Mr  George  seems  ready  for 
another  showdown  with  Ken¬ 
neth  Clarke  next  week  if  the 
Chancellor  derides  to  ignore 
the  Bank's  warnings  and  goes 
ahead  with  a  cut  that  Tory 
MPs  were  led  to  expect  after 
the  Budget.  Lenders  unilater¬ 
ally  reduced  mortgage  rates 
by  0.25  per  rent  last  week. 

Mr  George  last  dashed  with 
Mr  Clarke  in  May  when  he 
tried  to  push  up  base  rates  by 
a  further  half  a  point  from  the 
present  6.75  per  cent.  He  was 
over-ruled  by  the  Chancellor. 

Speaking  yesterday  to  the 
Commons  Treasury  Commit¬ 
tee.  Mr  George  was  unrepen¬ 
tant.  He  said  Mr  Clarke’s 
derision  had  turned  out  to  be 
“very  fortunate”,  but  added: 
“If  you  consistently  take  a  risk, 
you  will  pay  a  cost" 

The  Governor  said  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  rates  now  could  harm 
attempts  to  keep  inflation  be¬ 
low  23  per  cent.  Mr  George 
also  cast  doubts  on  the  Trea¬ 
sury's  forecast  of  3  per  cent 
economic  growth  next  year. 

Mr  George’s  gloomy  assess¬ 
ment  sparked  nervousness.  In 
the  City,  it  led  to  a  sharp  fall  in 
prices  and  did  nothing  to 
steady  the  faltering  pound. 

After  last  week's  Budget 
failed  to  satisfy  hopes  of  a  big 
income  tax  reduction,  minis¬ 
ters  were  swift  to  point  to  the 
prospect  of  early  interest-rate 
cuts.  A  senior  backbencher 
said:  “We  swallowed  a  Ip 
income  tax  cut  on  the  basis 
that  interest  rates  would  drop 
too.  Kenneth  Clarke  can’t  go 
back  on  the  deal." 

Sales  surge,  page  23 
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the  last  MORI  poll  a  fortnight 
ago,  with  Labour  down  one 
point  to  55  per  cent,  and  the 
Liberal  Democrats  also  slip¬ 
ping  one  point  to  13  per  cent 
The  main  shifts  in  Tory 
support  have  been  among  18- 
to-34  year  olds,  skilled  work¬ 
ers  and  those  in  the  South. 

Nonetheless,  the  overall  ver¬ 
dict  on  the  Budget  remains 
heavily  negative. 

PoD  details,  page  8 
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Close  cooperation  with  pilots  and  aviation 
experts  enables  Breitling  to  continue  improving 
its  chronograph  designs  all  the  time. 

The  Chronomat  features  a  selfwinding 
mechanical  movement  a  rotating  bezel  and  a 
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water-resistant  down  to  100  metres. 
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Remember  please,  Tony  Banks  is  for  life,  not  just  for  Christmas 

Who  would  be  Prime  a  pup  only  last  June  —  the  at  the  next  election  the  voters  If  * vrtietir  a K hvamien^toirtmereln^wn  TO^muer-h^ker*s  voice,  and  Hugh  Bayiey  (Lab.  X( 
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Who  would  be  Prime 
Minister?  One  after¬ 
noon  you  are  jetting 
around  the  world,  talking  to 
foreign  leaders.  The  next  you 
are  telling  the  Commons  that 
a  puppy  £  for  life,  not  just  for 
Christmas. 

Yes.  really.  Yesterday,  Tony 
Banks  (Lab,  Newham  NW) 
asked  John  Major  to  remind 
Santa  that  a  pet  was  not  a 
festive  gift,  but  an  all-year- 
round  commitment 
Mr  Major  looked  bemused. 
Michael  Heseltine  stared  at 
his  shoes.  Major  had  sold  him 


a  pup  only  last  June  —  the 
office  of  Deputy  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  He  was  stiU  feeling  sore. 

Banks  looked  smug.  His 
majority  is  in  almost  five 
figures  and  this  M  Pis  not  just 
for  Christmas.  He  yaps  at  the 
Tories,  nips  his  own  leader's 
calves,  and  embarrasses  the 
Chair  with  his  language. 
Banks  leaves  little  messes  all 
of  his  own  on  the  Commons 
carpet  Tony  Blair  must  often 
have  been  tempted  to  bundle 
Banks  into  foe  boot  and 
abandon  him  on  foe  hard 
shoulder  of  the  ML  Perhaps 


at  foe  next  election  the  voters 
of  Newham  North  West 
should  have  handed  to  them 
with  their  voting  slips  a  leaflet 
warning,  “ Remember ;  Tony 
Banks  is  for  life,  not  just  for 
Christmas”. 

But  how  was  foe  PM  to 
respond?  All  he  could  do  was 
repeat  po-faced,  RSPCA  ad¬ 
vice  to  would-be  pet-owners. 

It  is  a  novel  way  of  using  the 
premier  as  a  mouthpiece  for 
important  public  service  an¬ 
nouncements.  We  wondered 
what  other  festive  advice  Mr 
Major  might  be  asked  to  offer. 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


annual  rights  was  disturbed  Mystic  Meg  voice  _  to  bis 
by  a  query  about  mere  human  computer-hacker’s  votoC»  ana 
rights  and  foe  European  switching  in  his  mind  from 


Bridgewater  Four 
threaten  Howard 
with  legal  challenge 


By  Rj chard  Ford 
HOME  CORRESPONDENT 

MICHAEL  HOWARD  last 
night  announced  his  prelimi¬ 
nary  derision  not  to  send  the 
Carl  Bridgewater  murder  case 
back  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  for 
a  second  review. 

But  foe  Home  Secretary  has 
given  the  three  surviving  men 
convicted  of  the  killing  in  1979 
an  opportunity  to  respond  to 
his  “provisional  conclusions". 

The  Home  Office  said  Mr 
Howard  had  completed  his 
main  consideration  of  the 
representations  of  wrongful 
conviction  in  the  cases  of 
Michael  and  Vincent  Hickey, 
James  Robinson  and  Patrick 
Molloy,  now  dead,  and  the 
results  of  the  inquiries  carried 
out  at  his  request  by  Mersey¬ 
side  Police. 

“He  has  not  derided  wheth¬ 
er  to  refer  the  case  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  although  at  present 
he  is  minded  not  to  do  so,“  the 
Home  Office  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment. 

It  also  disclosed  that  Mr 
Howard  had  received  confi¬ 
dential  information  from  two 
people  which  might  implicate 
Vincent  Hickey  and  Molloy. 
The  information  had  been 
supplied  on  the  basis  that  their 


Bridgewater  shot 
during  burglary 

identities  would  not  be 
disclosed. 

Jim  Nichol,  solicitor  for  the 
men  jailed  for  killing  foe  13- 
year-old  newspaper  boy,  said 
he  would  seek  a  judicial 
review  of  the  derision.  “This  is 
a  quite  outrageous  decision," 
he  said.  “Michael  Howard  is 
taking  on  the  functions  of  the 
court"  1  believe  he  is  so  hope¬ 
lessly  wrong  not  to  refer  the 
case  back  that  1  will  take  the 
matter  to  the  Divisional  Court 
which  has  foe  power  to  send  it 
back  without  further  reference 
to  him.” 

Michael  Hickey,  now  33,  his 
cousin  Vincent  41,  and  Robin- 


Campaign  whose 
time  is  not  come 


THE  Carl  Bridgewater  case  is 
one  of  the  causes  celebres  that 
have  punctuated  foe  criminal 
justice  system  since  the  mid- 
Seventies  (Richard  Ford 
writes). 

Supporters  have  been 
buoyed  since  foe  day  Gerry 
Conlon  walked  from  foe  Old 
Bailey  alongside  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  foe  Guildford  Four 
and  shouted:  “I  am  an  inno¬ 
cent  man." 

Since  then  a  procession  of 
successful  applicants  has 
been  freed  on  appeal,  serious¬ 
ly  undermining  faith  in  the 
British  judicial  system.  The 
Birmingham  Six.  Judith 
Ward.  Stefan  Kiszkow,  the 
Broadwater  Farm  Three  and 
the  Maguire  Seven  have 
emerged  to  tearful  reunions 
and  compensation. 

The  Bridgewater  Four  cam¬ 
paign  has  always  believed 
that  after  at  least  six  inquiries 
into  foe  case,  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  they  too 
were  cleared. 

They  have  pointed  out  that 
there  was  never  any  forensic 


evidence  [inking  foe  four  men 
to  Yew  Tree  Farm,  there  was 
no  fingerprint  evidence,  nor 
identification  evidence,  and 
the  murder  weapon  was  not 
found.  Nor  were  antiques 
stolen  in  the  raid  on  the  farm 
near  Stourbridge,  in  the  West 
Midlands,  on  September  19, 
1978.  ever  found 

Carl  Bridgewater,  13,  died 
after  being  shot  in  the  head 
with  a  sawn-off  shotgun  when 
he  went  to  the  farm  and 
interrupted  a  burglary  in  1978- 

Michael  Hickey,  17  at  foe 
time,  was  ordered  to  be  de¬ 
tained  at  Her  Majesty's  plea¬ 
sure.  His  cousin,  Vincent,  and 
James  Robinson  were  jailed 
for  life  for  foe  murder,  with  a 
recommendation  that  they 
serve  25  years  each.  Patrick 
Molloy,  who  was  convicted  of 
manslaughter,  died  in  prison 
in  1981. 

The  strongest  prosecution 
evidence  at  foe  trial  was  a 
signed  confession  by  Molloy 
that  he  had  been  at  the  farm 
with  Hickey  and  Robinson 
when  foe  boy  was  shot 


“Clunk-click,  every  trip,"  per¬ 
haps,  or  “IF  you’re  on  your 
lake,  wear  white!"  Now  foe 
nights  have  closed  in,  should 
not  the  Prime  Minister  be 
primed  to  warn  grannies  not 
to  open  the  door  to  men  daim- 
ing  to  be  from  the  gas  board? 

Nor  do  the  possibilities  stop 
there.  During  foe  thoughtful 
bits  in  his  speeches.  Major 


often  adopts  an  engaging 
Mystic  Meg  tone:  so  he  might 
consider  ending  each  PM’s 
Questions  with  a  multi-secu¬ 
lar  thought  for  the  day:  "Re¬ 
member,  tomorrow  is  foe  first 
day  of  the  rest  of  your  fife!" 

After  his  pronouncements 
on  responsible  pet-ownership, 
John  Major  sat  down,  looking 
philosophical  His  reverie  on 
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son,  62.  have  protested  their 
innocence  since  their  convic¬ 
tion.  Carl  was  shot  dead 
during  a  burglary  at  a  farm 
near  Stourbridge.  West  Mid¬ 
lands.  Molloy,  who  was  con¬ 
victed  of  manslaughter,  died 
in  prison  in  1981.  He  claimed 
that  he  had  been  forced  to 
make  a  confession  which  was 
crucial  to  the  convictions. 

Mr  Nichol  spoke  to  the 
three  prisoners  immediately 
after  being  informed  of  the 
Home  Secretary’s  decision. 
He  said  Michael  Hickey,  who 
is  in  Gartree  jail,  Leicester-' 
shire,  had  reacted  with  defi¬ 
ance.  declaring:  “We're 
fighting  on  Jim,  we’re  fighting 
on."  But  there  had  been  disap¬ 
pointment  from  Vincent  Hick¬ 
ey,  in  Long  Lartin  jail 
Hereford  and  Worcester,  and 
Robinson  in  White  moor  jail, 
Cambridgeshire.  "They  were 
pretty  down."  he  said. 

Ann  Whelan,  mother  of 
Michael  Hickey,  said:  “We 
won’t  give  up." 

The  case  was  referred  back 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal  by  foe 
then  Home  Secretary,  Doug¬ 
las  Hurd,  in  1987.  The  hearing 
started  foe  following  year  and 
the  court  dismissed  the  appeal 
in  March  1989.  ( 

A  farther  request  for 
another  referral  was  rejected 
by  Kenneth  Clarke  while 
Home  Secretary  in  February 
1993.  Mr  Clarke  said  he  had 
no  doubts  that  the  convictions  I 
were  safe.  But  his  refusal  to  . 
publish  the  evidence  on  which  i 
his  decision  was  based  was  1 
held  to  be  unjust  In  November 
last  year  by  the  Divisional  j 
Court,  and  the  material  was  1 
later  passed  to  Mr  Nichol.  : 

The  Home  Office  statement 
included  an  analysis  of  foe 
issues  considered  by  the 
Home  Secretary.  It  said  sug¬ 
gestions  that  some  interviews 
with  suspects  were  not  record¬ 
ed  derived  “from  inaccurate 
record-keeping"  and  that  Mer¬ 
seyside  Police’s  inquiries  had 
not  established  widespread 
breaches  of  rules  on  police 
questioning  at  the  time. 

The  statement  added  that 
the  police  investigation  had 
found  no  reason  to  believe  that 
a  detective  who  had  inter¬ 
viewed  Molloy  had  behaved  in 
an  oppressive  manner.  "There 
is  no  evidence  in  this  officer's 
record  of  violent  conduct:  his 
two  disciplinary  convictions  in 
a  subsequent  case  were  for 
falsifying  evidence." 

The  statement  concluded: 
“In  relation  to  all  four  convict¬ 
ed  men,  allegations  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  murder  lay 
elsewhere  appear  to  bear  no 
weight." 


Centrepo  nt 
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The  Princess:  Those  needing  help  are  becoming  younger 


Court.  But  David  Atkinson 
{Q,  hot-foot  from  his  constitu¬ 
ency  of  Bournemouth  E. 
brought  foe  Prime  Minister 
hard  up  against  the  Big  Issues 
with  the  grim  news  that  as  the 
millennium"  approaches,  le¬ 
gions  of  the  nation’s  comput¬ 
ers  “will  fall  because  they  are 
not  programmed  to  recognise 
the  double  zero  in  2fi0 0". 

Apparently  they  axe  panick¬ 
ing  in  foe  palm  courts.  Mr 
Major,  switching  from  his 


Princess’s 
‘political’ 
plea  angers 
Tory  MPs 

Continued  from  page  1 
added:  “Every  young  person 
deserves  a  proper  start  in  life 
and  those  who  have  no  family 
to  turn  to  need  to  be  able  to 
rely  on  us  as  a  society  for  the 
help  and  encouragement  they 
need.  We,  as  part  of  society, 
must  ensure  that  young  people 
are  given  the  chance  they 
deserve." 

Her  intervention  caused  up¬ 
roar  at  Westminster,  where 
Downing  Street  officials  dis¬ 
tanced  the  Prime  Minister 
from  her  remarks,  saying  that 
rite  had  not  contacted  him 
about  her  speech.  In  a  mark  of 
the  thinly  suppressed  ministe¬ 
rial  anger  over  the  affair,  John 
Bowis,  the  minister  responsi¬ 
ble  for  children  and  social 
services,  said:  “I  hope  that  the 
Princess  will  come  and  see 
some  of  the  good  work  being 
done  to  support  vulnerable 
young  people  as  a  result  of  a 
partnership  between  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  local  government 
and  voluntary  organisations." 

Tory  backbenchers  were 
less  restrained-  Sir  Patrick 
Cormack  said:  "We  now  have 
the  Princess,  who  is  a  rather 
headstrong  and  wfiful  young 
lady,  on  a  platform  in  a  pre¬ 
election  period  on  a  highly 
contentious  subject  with  a 
highly  partisan  politician." 

John  Marshall, Tbiy  MP  for 
Hendon  South,  said:  “It  seems 
to  me  she  wants  all  the 
benefits  of  that  go  with  being  a 
member  of  foe  Royal  Family 
without  accepting  the  discre¬ 
tion  that  goes  with  the 
benefits." 


abandoned  puppies  to  crash¬ 
ing  laptopvfound  this  “a  very 
helpful  intervention". 

To  whom?  It  is.  we  suppose, 
conceivable  that  an  intending 
puppyrpurchaser  might  re¬ 
consider  his  gift  in  light  of  the 
PM’s  advice  bn  dog^jwner- 
ship.  But  does  hysteria  grip 
the  nation’s  IT  technicians 
today  as  they  ponder  that 
missing  00  to  which .  Mr 
Major  yesterday-  ’alerted 
them?  And  It  got  worse  With¬ 


in  minutes,  responding  to 
Hugh  Bayiey  (Lab.  York), 
poor  Mr  Major  found  himself 
obliged  to  dedare.  like  some 
demented  nutritionist,  "Beef 
is  a  safe  and  wholesome 
product!"  He  forgot  to  remind 
us  to  floss  our  teeth.  There 
was  bo  evidence, .  he_  added, 
that  mad  cow  disease,  infected 
humans.  s-“ 

-  “Look"  among  your  own. 
Cabinet!"  yelled  Tony  Banks. 
It  was’  a  ccW  day  but  Madam 
Speaker’s  .expression  suggest¬ 
ed  it  might  be  time  to  put  this 
puppy  out_ 


Meningitis  claims 
two  more  children 

Two  more  children  have  died  of  meningitis,  it  hats  been 
revealed.  A  foux-year-oW  boy.  from  Coventry  died  of 
presumed  meningococcal  meningitis  on  Wednesday,  only . 
hours  after  being  admitted  to  hospital. 

It  was  disclosed  yesterday  that  Ashleigh  Halsall  also  four, 
died  of  meningitis  in  October,  four  days  after  doctors 
discharged  her.  from  bospitaL  The  girl  from  Bootie, 
Liverpool  died  from  pneumococcal  meningitis  after  being 
readmitted  to  (he  hospital  suffering  from  -fits.  Sharon 
Halsall  23,  her  mother,  is  considering  suing  Alder  Hey 
Children's  Hospital  Liverpool  after  doctors  failed  to 
diagnose  her  daughter's. condition  when  first  admitted.  - 
In  Manchester,  researchers  told  an  immunisation 
conference  that  a  vaccine  to  combat  the  most  deadly  strain  of 
foe  disease  would  not  be  available  for  at  least  five  years; 

Rail  sales  opposed 

Campaigners  against  rail  privatisation  applied  in  the  High 
Court  for  a  judicial  review  of  passenger  franchising,- days 
before  foe  Government  is  doe  to  announce  winners  of  the  - 
first  three  franchises  to  be  sold;  Great  Western,  South  West. 
Trains  and  LTS  RaiL  Save  Our  Railways,  an  umbrella 
group,  said  the  requirements  for  private  operators  were 
unlawful  because  they  did  not  meet  Governmem.instruc-.. 
tions  that  they  should  be  based  on  foe  BR  timetable. 

Fish  stocks  in  danger 

About  half  of  Britain’s  fish  stocks,  including  populations  of: 
cod  and  plaice,  are  dose  to  economic  extinction,  Tony 
Baldly,  foe  Fisheries  Minister,  said  yesterday.  He  called  on  . 
trawfermen  to  back  an  in  dative  aimed  at  toting  new  nets 
designed  to  allow  immature  fish  to  escape  and  studies  into 
more  dosed  areas  from  which  boats  would  be  banned.  Mr 
Baldzy  also  warned  fishermen  that  more  boats  would  have 
to  go.  under  the  European  common  fisheries  policy. 

Deportation  delayed, 

Ade  Onjbiyo,  19,  a  Nigerian  visitor  to  Britain  since  1987  who 
was  to  have  been  deported  yesterday,  has  until  next 
[Thursday  to  seek  a  judicial  review  of  his  expulsion  order. 
His  father  Abdul  53,  was  deported  to  Lagos  in  October  and. 
it  is  said,  has  not  contacted  his  wife  and  five  children  since. 
Ann  Widdecombe,  a  junlor-Home  Office  Minister,  said: 
"We  have  no  evidence  that  his  father  has  come  to  grief.  We 
have  to  consider  each  case  on  its  merits." 


Franco-German  summit  Police ‘leaks’ inquiry 

agrees  integration  nlan  — ^ 

^  ^  A  National  Criminal  Intelligence  Service  to  top  criming 


Continued  from  page  1 
and  should  not  deride  every¬ 
thing  now.”  The  two  countries 
wanted  merely  to  "demon¬ 
strate  a  common  engagement 
for  European  unity  and  make 
our  partners  aware  of  the 
basic  conditions  underpinning 
the  1996  government 
conference". 

There  was  talk  of  how  to 
ensure  that  smaller  European 
countries  did  not  feel  excluded 
from  the  integration  process. 
France  also  went  some  way . 
towards  appeasing  the  Ger¬ 
mans  and  the  Scandinavians 
by  announcing  ahead  of  the 
summit  that  it  intended  to  end 
its  nuclear  tests  in  February. 

In  the  Commons  Malcolm 
Rifkind,  the  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary,  said  thar  the  IGC  must 
have  a  "realistic,  practical 
agenda”  to  deliver  steps  to 


make  Europe  more  relevant  to 
its  people,  and  to  make  it  work 
better. 

Some  people  may  ask  why 
another  conference  was  being 
held  so  soon  after  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  Maastricht  treaty, 
said  Mr  Rifkind.  “If  it  heralds 
a  long  period  of  navel-gazing 
and  institutional  tinkering, 
people  will  feel  the  EU  is 
fiddling  while  Europe  bums." 

He  also  outlined  Britain's 
doubts  over  the  pace  of  mone¬ 
tary  unionTlt's  clear  that  if 
EMU  is  to  go  ahead  on 
January  1,  1999,  only  a  minor¬ 
ity  of  member  states  will  be 
ready." 

The'implications  of  this  had 
yet  to  be  examined.  “What  we 
will  be  arguing  very  strongly 
is  that  wherher  it’s  because  of 
an  inability  to  join  the  EMU. 
or  unwillingness,  it  is  quite 


dear  that  almost  certainly 
more  than  half  the  member 
states  will  not  be  part  of  a 
Single  Currency  if  it  was  to  be 
formed  in  1999." 

Mr  Major  also  made  it  plain 
that  the  Cabinet’s  position  on  s 
single  currency,  neither  ruling 
it  in  nor  out  still  stands. 

■  The  European  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  monetary  affairs, 
Yves-Thibault  de  Silguy,  said 
yesterday  that  the  Commis¬ 
sion  would  propose  both  a 
"stability  pact"  for  financial 
discipline  inside  a  monetary 
union  and  a  new  version  of  the 
exchange  rate  mechanism  for 
countries  which  stay  outside. 
But  he  said  that  any  arrange¬ 
ments  for  non-single  currency 
stares  would  be  voluntary. 

Kohl  angst,  page  12 
Leading  artide,  page  19 


An  inquiry  has  been  launched  into  allegations  that  sensitive 
information  relating  to  drug  gangs  has  been  leaked  from  the 
National  Criminal  Intelligence  Service  to  top  criminals.  It  is 
suspected  that  the  leaks  could  have  compromised  foe  work 
of  foe  service,  whose  aim  is  to  target  Britain's  top  200 
criminals,  and  foe  police  forces  assisting  it  John  Stevens, 
Chief  Constable  of  Northumbria,  who  took  over  the  Ulster 
shoot-to-kill  investigation,  will  head  the  inquiry. 

Girl’s  ovary  saved 

A  two-year-old  girl  treated  for  kidney  cancer  had  half  an 
ovary  removed  and  frozen  so  she  can  become  a  mother  in  the 
future.  Harriet  Seiko,  from  Huddersfield,  risked  becoming 
infertile  because  of  strong  radiation  treatment  The  ovarian 
tissue  removed  at  St  James’s  Hospital  Leeds,  can  be 
replaced  after  puberty.  Harriet's  mother  Elizabeth  told  BBC 
TV’s  Look  North  that  her  daughter's  health  was  her  priority 
but  she  wanted  Harriet  to  be  able  to  have  children. . 

Award  for  Times  writer 

Stephen  Anderton.  foe  Times  gardener,  has  won  the.  1995 
Garden  Writers’  Guild  Consumer  Press  Award  for  foe  fast 
article  of  interest  to  committed  gardeners.  "A  year  of  colour 
under  the  magnolia"  was  published  on  June  3.  A  pen  and 
certificate  were  presented  at  a  lunch  in  London. 


G.RAAEAT  EXPECTATIONS 


‘Dirty  tricks’  row  over 
speech  that  never  was 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 
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THE  Lord  Chancellor  stepped 
into  the  dispute  between  the 
executive  and  the  judges  last 
night  and  publicly  rebutted  a 
newspaper  report  that  he  was 
going  to  “warn"  the  judges  not 
to  overstep  their  powers. 

In  an  unprecedented  move. 
Lord  Mackay  of  Clash/em 
said:  “I  could  never  warn  the 
judiciary  not  to  overstep  their 
powers  by  using  judicial  re¬ 
view  to  challenge  ministerial 
decisions." 

Making  his  first  public  com¬ 
ments  on  the  current  tensions 
between  Government  and  foe 
judges.  Lord  Mackay  said  foe 
independence  of  judges  "is 
something  ...  the  Lora  Chan¬ 
cellor  nor  any  other  member 
of  the  Government  would  ever 
seek  to  challenge." 

But  Lord  Mackays  strong 
and  robust  rebuttal  —  in  a 
letter  to  Charles  Moore,  Edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Daily  Telegraph 
over  a  front-page'  story  in  foe 
paper  —  aroused  immediate 
speculation  over  the  story's 
origins.  Sources  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  insisted  it  originated  from 
the  Press  Office  at  Conserva¬ 
tive  Central  Office  —  the 
second  such  leak  in  a  week 
On  Monday  night,  the  office 
leaked  information  about  an 
asylym  seeker’s  attempt  to 


stay  in  Britain.  Yesterday’s 
Telegraph  story,  written  by  its 
political  editor,  quoted  from 
the  text  of  what  seemed  to  be  a 
leaked  copy  of  a  speech  due, 
foe  newspaper  said,  to  be 
given  by  foe  lord  Chancellor 
last  night  at  GuildhalL 

Although  no  such  speech 
was  planned  for  Thursday 
night.  Lord  Mackay  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “I  did  speak  there  on 
Wednesday  evening.  I  did  not 
speak  about  the  position  of  the 
judiciary.  1  was  asked  to 
propose  the  toast  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  foe  Sheriffs  and  the 
Corporation  of  London." 

His  department  also  con¬ 
firmed  that  Lord  Mackay  had 
been  planning  a  longer  speech 
on  Wednesday  night  which  he 
was  then  told  was  “neither 
expected  nor  appropriate".  Tn 
the  latest  show  of  what  was 
seen  by  Labour  as  “dirty 
tricks"  from  Tory  central  of¬ 
fice,  the  Telegraph  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  seen  extracts  of  a 
draft  speech  which  would 
probably  have  formed  the 
basts  of  any  longer  address. 

The  draft  had  not  been 
given  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
final  seal  of  approval.  But  it 
would  have  been  been  circu¬ 
lated  in  advance  to  other 
Government  ministers  and 


could  easily  have  gone  from 
one  of  them  to  Central  Office. 

The  extracts  quoted  in  the  - 
“leak"  reflect  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  concerns  over  the  judi¬ 
ciary  after  a  series  of  rulings 
against  ministers.  There  is- 
also  tension  over  the  Home 
Secretary’s  “tougher  sentenc¬ 
ing"  proposals.  Last  week  foe 
former  Master  of  the  . Rolls, 
Lord  Donaldson  of  Lywring- 
ton.  spokeof  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  campaign  against  judges 
by  politicians  and  an  “unpar¬ 
donable"  campaign  of  “abuse 
and  criticism”  which  was  a 
“prelude  to  secure  parliamen¬ 
tary  authority”  for  Michael 
Howard’s  proposals. 

Yesterday  Lord  Mackay. 
who  holds  a  unique  constitu¬ 
tional  position  in  being  both  a 
senior  Cabinet  member  and 
head  of  the  judiciary,  made 
dear  he  had  no  intention  of 


to  continue  to  act  independent¬ 
ly  —  of  Parliament  of  the 
Government,  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  of  each  other”. 

He  strongly  affirmed  the 
ultimate  sovereignty  of  Parlfa- 
ment  to  make  law. 

Uading  artide,  page  19 
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I  was  glad  when  he  admitted  he  was  homosexual,  there  was  nothing  wrong  with  me 

MP  Ashby  told 
wife  ‘I  can  have 
what  I  want  now’ 


DAVID  ASHBY  told  his  wife 
that  he  could  “have  whatever 
he  wanted"  once  he  was 
elected  to  Parliament,  she  told 
the  High  Court  yesterday. 

Silvana  Ashby,  52,  speaking 
softly  in  a  thick  Italian  accent, 
said  she  and  her  husband 
were  very  exdted  when  he  was 
first  elected  as  MP  for  North 
West,  Leicestershire  in  1983. 

“He  showed  me  around  the 
House  of  Commons  and  we 
had  tea.  Then  coming  hark 
down  the  Embankment,  he 
^  said  ‘remember  Silvana.  from 
raw  on  for  you  I  am  dead,  I 
don’t  exist  for  you  any  more,  I 
will  dedicate  myself  to  my 
work.  Don’t  count  cm  me.  I  can 
have  whatever  I  want  now'. 

“I  found  that  very  strange," 
she  told  Mr  Justice  Morland 
and  the  jury  on  the  12th  day  of 
her  husband's  libel  action 
against  The  Sunday  Times 
over  allegations  that  he  was 
homosexual.  Mrs  Ashby  said 
she  was  very  lonely  in  the 
early  days  of  their  marriage, 
when  she  spoke  little  English, 
and  asked  her  husband  to  stay 
at  home  more.  “He  said  he 
could  not  but  he  would  buy  me 
a  dog  instead.  So  he  bought 
me  a  dog." 

Her  husband  listened  im¬ 
passively  as  she  said  he  was 
not  interested  in  sex  and 
described  the  physical  side  of 
their  marriage  as  “not  very 
satisfactory".  Fighting  bade 
tears  she  said:  “I  thought  my 
husband  didn't  like  me  physi¬ 
cally  because  he  was  trying  to 
avoid  me  1  thought  there  was 
something  wrong  with  me.  1 
lost  my  confidence.  I  thought  I 
was  just  a  maid  for  him,  not 
his  wife." 

Mrs  Ashby  said  she  was 
pleased  when  he  admitted  to 
her  that  he  was  homosexual  as 
it  meant  there  was*  nothing 
wrong  with  her.  When  he 
returned  from  a  visit  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  in  September  1992,  where 
he  had  visited  his  homosexual 
brother  Brianand  hispartner, 
Mr  Ashby  told  her  he  couldn’t 
stand  to  stay  wife  her  any  * 
more.  “He  hated  me.  He  was 
just  terrible.  1  couldn’t  under- 


Teenager  is 
convicted 
of  mugging 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 

stand  why.  I  tried  to  put  my 
hand  out  to  him,  but  he  said 
‘don’t  touch  me,  dont  touch 
me  again'." 

When  he  told  her  that 
October  that  he  would  be 
moving  out  when  his  new  fiat 
was  ready,  she  insisted  he  tell 
her  why.  “He  said  ‘I  have  got 
to  tell  you  something.  I  have 
changed.’  He  started  to  cry." 
When  she  asked  him  what  he 
meant,  he  said:  “I  had  an 
encounter  many  years  ago. 
Then  I  put  it  out  of  my  mind 
and  now  I  can't" 

She  said  she  also  started  to 
cry,  put  her  arms  round  him 
and  asked  him  what  she  could 
do.  “I  said  'if  you  have 
changed  once,  you  can  change 


Ashby,  denies  having 
homosexual  affair 

again’  but  he  said  ‘it’s  not  as 
easy  as  that-."  Mrs  Ashby 
said:  “I  was  in  no  doubt  that 
he  was  telling  me  he  was 
homosexual."  She  added:  “In 
a  way  I  was  pleased,  because  I 
knew  there  was  nothing 
wrong  wife  me.  I  had  thought 
for  years  feat  I  was  a  terrible 
person  and  feat  feat  was  why 
he  didn't  like  me." 

She  denied  she  had  used 
words  like  “poof"  or  “poofter* 
to  her  husband.  After  their 
conversation,  he  told  her  to 
prepare  some  lunch  because 
he  had  to  get  ready  for  work. 
“While  fee  food  was  cooking, 
he  wenf  upstairs  to  change.  1 
sat  halfway  up  fee  stairs  and 
started  to  cry.  He  put  his  hand 
on  .-ray  shoulder  and  said 


‘Silvana.  don’t  cry.  I  am  not 
worth  ir.  Of  course,  at  that  I 
cried  more." 

Mr  Ashby  is  claiming  dam¬ 
ages  over  allegations  that  he 
shared  a  double  bed  with  a 
man  friend  during  a  holiday 
in  Goa  at  the  end  of  1993. 
Times  Newspapers  Ltd  and 
Andrew  Neil,  fee  former  Sun¬ 
day  Times  Editor,  deny  libel. 
They  accept  feat  Mr  Ashby 
did  not  holiday  with  a  man  in 
Goa.  but  assert  that  he  was, 
and  is,  having  an  affair  with 
32-year-old  DrCiaran  Kilduff. 

Mrs  Ashby,  who  still  lives  in 
fee  marital  home  in  Putney, 
southwest  London,  said  she 
met  Mr  Ashby  in  February 
1964  when  she  was  on  a  skiing 
holiday  and  although  they 
could  only  communicate  in 
French,  it  was  love  at  first 
sight 

He  proposed  at  the  end  of 
feat  summer  when  she  was 
visiting  England  and  they 
married  fee  following  Septem¬ 
ber.  Their  only  child,  Alexan¬ 
dra.  was  bom  three  years 
later.  When  they  married.  Mr 
Ashby  was  building  a  career 
at  fee  Bar  and  would  spend 
his  weekends  playing  rugby. 
She  concentrated  on  bringing 
up  their  daughter  and  decorat¬ 
ing  their  home. 

She  was  welcoming  but 
selective  about  his  friends,  as 
she  had  none  of  her  own,  but 
drew  fee  line  when  he  used  to 
leave  fee  key  under  fee  mat 
when  they  lived  in  Chelsea 
and  she  would  come  home  to 
find  the  house  full  of  people 
she  didn’t  know. 

Politics  was  “very’  domi¬ 
nant"  in  his  life  and  she 
accompanied  him  though  fee 
selection  procedures  as  he 
fulfilled  his  ambition  to  be  an 
MP.  Once  he  was  elected,  she 
worked  for  him  as  his  secre¬ 
tary.  She  described  an  inci¬ 
dent  in  fee  early  years  when 
he  embarrassed  her  by  send¬ 
ing  her  to  the  butcher’s  wife  a 
written  request  for  one  of  his 
favourite  (fishes  —  “pig’s  arse 
’in  cabbage". 

She  denied  being  intensely 
jealous  of  her  husband.  “That 


Silvana  Ashby:  her  husband  offered  to  buy  her  a  dog  because  she  was  lonely 


Wardell  denies 
marriage  collapse 


By  Stephen  Farrell 

A  TEENAGER  was  yesterday 
convicted  of  mugging  the  hus¬ 
band  of  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  Barbara  Mills. 

Bernard  Enerio.  17,  took 
part  in  an  attack  by  six  youths 
in  which  Bernard  Mills,  a 
businessman,  was  stabbed 
wife  a  5m  knife. 

Mr  Mills  told  fee  court  how 
he  was  left  “dripping"  wife 
blood  from  a  severed  artery 
after  fee  attack  outside  his 
home  in  London  on  May  30. 

Enerio,  17,  wept  after  the 
jury  at  Inner  London  Grown 
Court  found  him  guilty  of 
unlawful  wounding  and  rob¬ 
bery.  The  only  youth  to  be 
charged,  he  admitted  supply¬ 
ing  fee  knife  feat  was  used. 

Enerio,  of  South  Norwood, 

^  south  London,  was  cleared  of 
wounding  with  intent  to  cause 
grievous  bodily  harm.  He  was 
remanded  in  custody  for  sen¬ 
tencing  on  December  21. 

Mr  Mills,  57,  had  told  fee 
court  that  he  lost  three  pints  of 
blood  after  the  violent  assault 
but  at  first  did  not  even  realise 
be  had  been  stabbed.  He  had 
just  parked  his  car  outside  his 
home  in  Regents  Park  when  ; 
the  youths  dosed  in  on  him. 

In  the  30  seconds  that 
followed  one  of  the  youths 
tried  to  hold  him  in  a  beadiock 
while  others  punched,  kicked 
and  hit  him  on  the  head  wife  a 

truncheon.  They  then 

snatched  his  wallet  containing 
£100  and  credit  cards. 


A  HUSBAND  denied  yester¬ 
day  feat  his  marriage  to  a 
building  society  manageress 
had  been  collapsing  just  be¬ 
fore  she  was  found  murdered. 
Gordon  Wardell.  who  Is  ac¬ 
cused  of  killing  his  wife  and 
faking  an  attack  by  robbers, 
said  feey  had  been  "getting  fee 
relationship  back  together 
again”. 

At  Oxford  Crown  Court. 
Richard  Wakerley,  QC,  for  the 
prosecution,  said  mat  Carol 
Warden  had  been  “desperate¬ 
ly  unhappy"  in  fee  weeks 
leading  up  to  her  murder.  Mr 
WardeU,  42,  a  warehouse 
manager,  had  recently  lost  the 
possibility  of  a  directorship, 
which  had  been  fee  “best 
chance  of  his  life”. 

He  faced  losing  his  job  and 
the  prospect  put  a  strain  on  his 
12-year  marriage,  said  Mr 
WakerJey. 

Mr  WardeU,  of  Meriden. 
West  Midlands,  denied  his 
marriage  was  collapsing  but 
admitted  they  had  not  had  sex 
for  about  six  months  before 
she  died.  He  blamed  pressures 
of  work. 

Mr  Wakertey  alleged  feat 
Mr  WardeU  murdered  his 
wife  on  the  afternoon  of  Sep¬ 
tember  11  last  year.  “On  fiat 
Sunday,  for  a  reason  only  you 
know,  you  killed  her.  You 
jqnfwfd  her  throat  then  put 
your  hand  on  her  neck  until 
her  life  was  gone.  Far  from 
regretting  it,  you  invented  an 
elaborate  scheme  to  hide  it" 

Mr  Wakertey  alleged  feat 


on  that  day,  Mr  Wardell 
washed  gardening  clothes  that 
he  had  not  worn  for  two 
weeks,  and  kept  up  a  Sunday 
routine  of  buying  two  cornets 
from  an  ice-cream  van. 

Mr  Wardell,  42,  claimed  he 
was  drugged  and  left  bound 
for  14  hours  at  his  home  by 
four  robbers,  while  Carol,  39, 
was  forced  to  open  her  branch 
of  fee  Woolwich,  letting  fee 
gang  steal  £14,000.  Her  body 
was  found  dumped  in  a  lay-by 
next  day  near  Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire. 

Under  cross-examination, 
Mr  WardeU  told  fee  jury  feat 
he  did  not  pass  water  feat 
evening,  despite  having  drunk 
nearly  two  pints  of  brer  at  a 
pub  and  a  cup  of  tea  with  his 
supper.  He  said  he  did  not  go 
to  fee  lavatory  until  he  was 
released  by  the  police  the  next 
day.  The  trial  continues. 


Carol  WardeU:  body 
was  found  in  a  lay-by 


was  absolutely  not  true. 
Because  I  knew  my  husband 
didn't  like  me  I  was  much 
happier  when  I  was  in  Italy 
than  here  as  I  had  nobody 
here.  I  tried  as  often  as  I  could 
to  go  to  Italy  because  at  least  I 
could  be  myself  there  and 
have  a  chat  l  was  very  aware 
of  being  a  foreigner.  To  start 
with.  England  is  not  a  very 
welcoming  country  and  I  was 
very,  very  unhappy.  I  was 
going  to  Italy,  leaving  him  on 
his  own.  If  I  was  a  very  jealous 
person  I  wouldn’t  have  done 

Delay  for 
woman  in 
baby  case 

From  Quentin  Letts 

IN  NEW  YORK 

A  BRITISH  woman  accused  1 
of  trying  to  cany  her  dead  | 
baby  on  to  a  transatlantic  jet 
appeared  in  court  yesterday 
for  fee  twenty-second  time  in 
14  months,  wily  to  have  the 
case  delayed  until  next  year. 

Caroline  Beale,  32,  a  a'vil 
servant  from  Chingford. 
northeast  London,  slumped 
on  hearing  fee  news  and  later 
collapsed  into  the  arms  of  a 
British  Consul  staff  member. 

Miss  Beale  was  arrested  in 
September  last  year  after  cus¬ 
toms  officers  in  New  York 
became  suspicious  about  a 
bundle  under  her  sweater. 
They  found  a  dead  baby 
wrapped  in  a  plastic  bag. 

She  was  held  in  prison,  then 
released  on  £49,000  bail  last 
May.  Yesterday  she  appeared 
at  Queen's  criminal  court. 
New  York,  to  hear  a  psychia¬ 
trist's  report  based  on  15  hours 
of  interviews  conducted  in 
September  but  the  court  was 
told  feat  the  report  was  not 
ready.  Judge  Hanophy,  pre¬ 
siding,  was  dearly  angered  by 
its  unavailability.  Miss  Beale 
was  told  to  return  to  the  court 
on  January  23. 

The  day  before  she  tried  to 
board  the  aircraft  last  year  she 
had  given  birth  in  a  New  York 
hotel  room  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  boyfriend.  Her 
parents  have  put  up  their 
London  home  as  security  for 
bail. 


so."  She  said  she  always  had 
her  suitcase  ready. 

She  said  they  did  have  good 
times,  however.  They  both 
enjoyed  opera,  history,  holi¬ 
days  and  fee  same  type  of 
food.  “And  I  loved  my  hus¬ 
band  very,  very  much." 

Asked  if  she  showed  him 
affection,  she  replied:  “I’m  a 
very  open  person.  I  would  put 
my  arm  around  him.  His 
reaction  was  a  bit  cold  because 
this  was  England. 

“I  had  fee  impression  Eng¬ 
lish  people  behaved  like  that 


so  I  just  put  up  with  it"  She 
went  on:  “To  start  with,  he  was 
just  showing  indifference  to 
me,  and  then  he  became  more 
aggressive  towards  me.  He 
was  actually,  Verbally,  very 
often  and  sometimes  physical¬ 
ly  abusive.  If  I  reacted.  I 
reacted  because  he  started  ft.” 

The  fights  became  frequent 
from  1988  onwards  through 
the  Nineties.  She  said  feat  on 
one  occasion,  during  an  argu¬ 
ment,  he  took  a  pillow  and  put 
it  cm  her  face,  keeping  it  there 
for  quite  a  while.  At  this  time. 


she  added,  he  was  always  very 
cross  and  very  angry. 

“He  tried  to  avoid  me  most 
of  the  time.  Very  often,  I  would 
say  'please  David,  sit  down 
and  talk  to  me'.  He  would  say 
T  have  no  time’.  He  would 
leave  the  house  and  slam  the 
door.  Occasionally,  he  would 
say  "make  an  appointment,  if 
you  want  to  talk  to  me,  come 
and  see  me  in  my  office'.  I 
don’t  know  if  it  was  a  joke.” 

Mrs  Ashby  said  she  became 
suspicious  when  her  husband 
kept  a  young  man  called  Tim 
as  his  parliamentary  research 
assistant  even  though  Tim 
was  at  university.  She  denied 
being  a  .suspicious,  jealous 
person  and  said  she  never 
looked  through  her  husband's 
letters  or  luggage.  “I  trusted 
him.”  she  said.  “If  you  love 
someone,  you  trust  them.  I 
love  David  more  than  my  life. 

I  sincerely  da"  At  this  point  in  ( 
her  evidence,  her  55-year-old 
husband  left  the  courtroom. 

She  said  she  was  very  much 
against  his  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lloyd’s  because  he 
wanted  to  put  their  home  up 
as  a  guarantee.  In  the  end  she 
was  forced  to  agree.  She  had 
no  sympathy  wife  him  when 
he  said  he  had  lost  money  — 
“he  might  have  said  £30,000". 

In  May  1993,  her  husband 
saw  a  psychiatrist  and  after¬ 
wards  seemed  much  happier. 
“I  opened  my  heart  to  him.  I 
even  cried.  I  was  getting  more 
confident,  hoping  ft  might 
have  solved  things  between 
us.  He  said  feat  whatever 
happened  I  was  never  to 
suffer."  Later,  she  said,  he  put 
his  hand  on  her  shoulder  and 
said  “Silvana.  don’t  cry.  I  am 
not  worth  it." 

On  October  19  feat  year,  he 
told  her  he  was  leaving  when 
his  flat  was  ready.  “He  said  he 
couldn't  live  wife  me  any 
more. 

“1  said  we  loved  each  other 
and  nothing  else  mattered 
very  much.  But  he  said  he  was 
going.  I  said  he  had  changed.  I 
meant  that  he  liked  fee  com¬ 
pany  of  men  more  than  mine 
and  more  than  other  women.” 

She  admitted  leaving  rude 
messages  on  Dr  KildulPs  an¬ 
swering  machine,  and  writing 
a  letter  to  him  after  finding 
lots  of  her  husband's  dirty 
socks  in  the  washroom  after 
he  left  her,  “I  thought  this  was 
just  a  game.  If  he  goes  and 
leaves  me  lots  of  socks,  it  is 
just  as  weU  feat  Kilduff  wash¬ 
es  them. 

“I  took  the  socks  round  to 
Kilduff.  1  rang  the  bell  and  he 
tried  to  hide  so  I  just  put  the 
socks  in  a  plastic  bag  and  the 
letter  through  the  letter  box." 
The  hearing  continues. 


Thaw  is 
bad  news 
for  queues 
of  rail 
travellers 

By  Lin  Jenkins 
and  Jonathan  Prvnn 

COMMUTERS  thought  feey 
had  heard  every  passible  ex¬ 
cuse  for  rail  chaos  until  yes¬ 
terday  when  Railtrack, 
struggling  to  explain  why 
thousands  of  people  had  been 
left  stranded  on  snowy  plat¬ 
forms.  came  up  wife  another 
explanation  —  the  wrong  kind 
of  thaw. 

Queues  of  shivering  com¬ 
muters  stretched  from  railway 
stations  into  fee  streets  of 
Kent,  Sussex  and  Surrey  as 
motorists  heeded  advice  to 
leave  their  cars  at  home  and 
rely  on  public  transport. 

Hundreds  of  commuter 
trains  were  cancelled  and 
passengers  faced  delays  of  up 
to  two  hours  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  rush  hours. 

Lines  into  Waterloo,  Char¬ 
ing  Cross,  London  Bridge  and 
Victoria  were  worst  affected 
because  their  electricity  supply 
comes  from  a  third  rail  at  the 
trackside,  rather  than  over¬ 
head  cables. 

These  rails  bad  been  de-iced 
overnight,  allowing  some  ear¬ 
ly  trains  to  reach  fear  destina¬ 
tion.  But  a  slight  thaw  washed 
fee  de-icing  chemicals  off  the 
rails  and,  m  a  cruel  stroke  of 
fate,  fee  temperatures  then  fell 
back  below  zero.  The  rails 
froze  again,  preventing  power 
being  conducted  to  the  trains. 

“Had  it  got  colder  or 
snowed  heavily  it  would  have 
been  fine,"  Railtrack  said,  "but 
it  got  warmer  and  rained, 
washing  the  de-icer  off  the 
rail.  When  it  refroze  fee  pas¬ 
senger  trains  could  nett  get  any 
power  and  they  are  not 
equipped  to  de-ice  the  third 
raiL” 

Passsengers  could  not  even 
vent  their  spleen  by  telephon¬ 
ing  the  Rail  Users*  Consulta¬ 
tive  Committee  in  London  as 
all  of  the  staff  were  delayed, 
too.  Passenger  service  opera¬ 
tors  are  expected  to  lodge  large 
claims  for  compensation  from 
Railtrack. 

Freezing  fog  is  the  latest 
peril  for  motorists.  The  Meteo¬ 
rological  Office  predicted 
patches  in  central  and  eastern 
England  last  night  and  said 
they  would  become  more 
widespread  tonight 

Forecast,  page  22 
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Landlord  declares  bed  and  breakfast  war  OW^J 


HOLIDAYMAKERS  visiting  a  bed  and 
breakfast  in  a  tranquil  Wiltshire  village 
cannot  enjoy  a  pint  at  fee  local  pub 
because  the  landlord  will  not  serve  them. 

Publican  Ido  Davids  turns  away 
drinkers  and  diners  if  he  finds  out  that 
they  are  staying  at  the  rival  bed  and 

breakfast  opposite  his  pub.  Bran  Hawes, 

owner  of  the  guest  house, 

visitors  not  to  risk  a  trip  across  fee  road 

to  fee  bar  and  restaurant.  _  _ 

Mr  Hawes.  54.  offers  to  drive  guests  to 
neighbouring  villages  because  tore  ■ 
nowhere  else  toeatordrmkifl  BaribrdSt 
Martin,  near  Salisbury-  Mr  Haras,  who 
runs  the  Briden  House  bed  and  break¬ 
fast,  said:  “It’s  very  siDy.  Vou  would  tank 
we  could  scratch  each 
he’s  actually  tunfiag \**ay  tradt  Weget 

a  tot  of  overseas  visitors  and  this  gives  a 


terrible  impression  about  English  hospi¬ 
tality.  Many  find  it  hard  to  believe.  He 
stands  outside  his  place  to  watdh  who’s 
enming  in  and  out  of  our  doors." 

Mr  Davids,  29,  tire  licensee,  also  offers 
accomodation  at  the  Baiford  Inn  but 
says  be  is  the  victim  of  unfair  competi¬ 
tion.  He  claims  be  has  had  to  spend 
thousands  of  pounds  to  comply  with  fire 
regulations  while  the  Briden  House  is 
exempt  from  the  rules  because  It  has 
fewer  than  four  letting  rooms. 

Mr  Davids  charges  £40  a  night  for  a 
double  room  while  guests  opposite  pay 
£30.  He  said:  “1  have  to  comply  wife  the 
regulations  otherwise  I  could  lose  my 
license.  1  also  have  to  pay  business  rates 
whereas  the  Briden  House  only  pays 
domestic  council  tax.  It's  very  unfair.  I 
decided  to  make  fee  point  by  not  serving 


people  from  fee  guest  house.  If  they  want 
to  stay  in  a  cheap  place  why  should  they 
use  my  facilities? 

“If  you  were  rtaymg  in  a  pub  neat  door 
to  a  Hilton  hotel  you  wouldn’t  expect  to 
use  the  Hilton  sauna.  It’s  fee  same  thing. 
I  admit  I’m  losing  money  but  I  fed  I'm 
fighting  a  just  cause:" 

Anne  Anderson  said  the  publican 
challenged  her  as  she  enjoyed  a  drink 
wife  her  husband  and  two  young 
daughters.  Mis  Anderson,  from  Ashford. 
Kent,  was  staying  at  Briden  House  on  a 
family  holiday  when  they  dedded  to  visit 
fee  pub.  “Hie  landlord  asked  where  we 
were  staying  then  said ‘So  you  come  over 
here  drinking  but  you  won’t  bloody  stay 
in  our  rooms’.  We  finished  our  drinks 
quickly  fees  left  The  whole  thing  was 
unbelievable.7’ 
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Call  0800  700  444  to  apply  for  the  American  Express  Card. 
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4  THE  BEEF  CONTROVERSY 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8  1995 


Food  firms  and  Prime  Minister  move  to  reassure  public  on  BSE  risk  as  ban  spreads  m  sdigcM 


Shoppers’  boycott 
undermined 


STEVE  FORREST 


f  V  .l-.v  H 


by  ‘hidden’  beef 


By  Robin  Yoltng 


FOOD  manufacturers  insist¬ 
ed  yesterday  that  all  of  their 
beef  products  were  safe,  while 
admitting  that  beef  was  an 
ingredient  in  many  products 
where  it  might  not  be 
expected. 

A  search  of  supermarket 
shelves  revealed  “hidden"  beef 
in  products  as  diverse  as 
chicken  soup,  wine  sauce, 
lamb  stock  cubes  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  jellies.  Food  safety  cam¬ 
paigners  announced  yes¬ 
terday  that  they  are  to 
research  the  extent  of  beef  use 
in  the  nation's  food. 

Manufacturers  accepted 
that  shoppers  would  often 
have  to  read  the  ingredient 
list,  in  small  print  on  the 
packaging,  to  determine 
whether  beef  was  present  in  a 
product.  There  is  no  legisla¬ 
tion  requiring  the  amount  of 
each  item  to  be  spedfied; 
ingredients  are  listed  in  di¬ 
minishing  order  of  use. 

CPC.  manufacturer  of 
BovriJ  and  Knorr  products, 
agreed  that  beef  was  present, 
for  example,  in  Knon  lamb 
stock  cubes  but  was  unwilling 
yesterday  to  disclose  the  pre¬ 
cise  amount.  The  company 
said  that  none  of  its  products 
had  ever  contained  any  of  the 
materials  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  has  banned  because  of 
fears  over  bovine  spongiform 
encephalopathy. 

CPC  is  considering  legal 
action  against  the  BBC 
because  of  a  warning  against 
the  use  Bovril  given  on  a 
Radio  2  helpline  on  BSE.  The 
beef  in  Bovril  products  does 
not  originate  in  Britain. 

John  lisle,  company  secre¬ 
tary  of  Kerry  Foods,  whose 
products  include  Wall’s  sau¬ 
sages,  Mattesson's  meat  prod¬ 
ucts  and  supermarket  brands 
of  pies,  said:  “We  believe  it 
has  to  be  a  case  of  caveat 
emptor.  If  people  want  to 
avoid  eating  beef  they  will 
have  to  examine  the  ingredient 
lists” 

Mr  lisle  said  that  Kerry 
Foods  bought  meat  in  bulk.  "It 
could  come  from  anywhere, 
but  we  can  trace  each  batch 


back  to  the  supplier.  The 
supplier  should  then  be  able  to 
trace  it  bade  to  his  source. 

“Our  intention  is  to  insist  on 
the  highest  quality  and  hy¬ 
giene.  Every  batch  has  to 
comply  with  all  our  require¬ 
ments  and  is  dissected  in  the 
warehouse  by  our  quality 
assurance  teams  before  it  is 
used.  We  would  ban  the  use  of 
any  meat  the  moment  h  was 
shown  to  give  rise  to  any  risk." 

Duncan  Bogie  of  Van  den 
Bergh  Foods,  which  produces 
Oxo  products  and  Batchelors 
soups,  said:  “There  is  beef  in 
Chicken  Oxo  cubes,  but  all  the 
beef  we  use  in  all  our  products 
is  100  per  cent  safe.  We  use  a 
combination  of  beef  extract 
from  South  America  and  beef 


bone  stock  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  processes  we 
use  achieve  white-heat  tem¬ 
peratures  which  ensure  total 
sterilisation.  All  foe  bones  we 
use'  are  European  Union 
approved." 

Philip  Mobsby,  director  of 
the  British  Meat  Manufactur¬ 
ers’  Association,  stud:  "There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
products  containing  beef  are 
not  completely  safe.  None  of 
our  members  use  proscribed 
offals,  most  of  which  have 
never  been  used  in  any  case. 

“We  are  producing  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  foe  Government’s 
assurance  that  there  is  no  risk, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  them.  They  are  basing 
their  view  on  very  good  evi¬ 
dence.  We  have  to  take  it  that 
what  they  say  is  honest  and 


truthful."  Geraldine  O’Shea, 
spokeswoman  for  foe  Soup 
and  Gravy  Manufacturers’ 
Association,  said:  “A  lot  of  the 
beef  used  in  soups  and  stock 
cubes  is  actually  beef  extract, 
which  is  a  byproduct  of  the 
corned  beef  industry  in  South 
America,  sold  as  a  commodity 
on  the  world  market  Where 
beef  and  bones  are  sourced 
from  within  foe  UK  all  our 
members  have  excluded  skulls 
and  vertebrae  for  a  number  of 
years." 

McDonald’s  said  beef  for  its 
burgers  did  come  partly  from 
the  UK,  but  it  was  lean  flank 
and  forequarters  meat  “We 
have  never  used  any  offal  and 
we  never  will.  We  are  totally 
satisfied  our  product  is  safe,”  a 
spokeswoman  said. 

Supermarkets  have  report¬ 
ed  a  drop  in  beef  sales.  The  Co¬ 
op  said  demand  had  fallen  by 
2  per  cent,  while  Sainsbury’s 
reported  “a  noticeable  de¬ 
cline”.  Marks  &  Spencer  said 
sales  were  “more  difficult". 

David  Lid  gate,  a  leading 
London  butcher,  said:  “Our 
own  sales  are  not  affected, 
because  people  come  to  us 
knowing  we  are  careful  about 
our  meat  But  it  is  really 
frightening  to  see  this  frenzy 
whipped  up.  What  alarms  me 
is  that  the  dangers  of  stopping 
families  eating  beef  may  far 
outrun  the  dangers  from  BSE, 
which  as  far  as  anyone  knows 
are  in  reality  quite  non¬ 
existent." 

The  study  into  beef  use  in 
food  is  to  be  conducted  by  foe 
Food  Commission,  an  inde¬ 
pendent  research  organisation 
based  in  London.  Dr  Tim 
Lobstein.  of  the  commission, 
said  yesterday:  “We  are  going 
to  send  researchers  into  shops 
to  prepare  a  list  of  the  unex¬ 
pected  products  in  which  beef 
is  used.  We  shall  also  be  trying 
to  find  out  how  old  canned 
beef  products  like  tinned  stews 
may  be.  There  is  a  real 
possibility  that  some  which 
are  still  on  sale  may  date  from 
before  the  time  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  controls  to  safeguard 
against  BSE  began." 


insists 


is  not 
indoubt 


By  Michael  Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT. 


More  schools  have  taken  beef  dishes  off  the  menu,  but  food  campaigners  are  worried  about  unseen  ingredients 


Councils  bow  to  parental  concerns 


THE  Prime  Minister  came  to 
the  defence  cf  the  beleaguered- 
meat  industry  yesterday,  ih- 
sistxng  the  safety  erf  beef  was 
“not  m  question",  while  Lab¬ 
our  MPs  called!  for  an  uigan 
debate  to  allay  “widespread 
public  concern".-  •  •  .*  J-  •  - 

John  Major,  told  the  Cbm-' 
mons: ’“There  is  currently  no- 
sdentific  evidence  that  .  BSE 
[bovine  spongiform  ‘encepha¬ 
lopathy!  can  be  transmitted  to 
humans  or  that’1 eaimg  beef 
causes  CJD  [Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease]." 

CJD  is  a  rare  fatal  brain 
disease,  which  kills  fewenhan 
one  in  a  million  people  ayear 
worldwide.  Some  scientists 
fear  BSE  will  lead:,  to  an 
Increase  in  CJD  deaths,  but 
there  is  no  conclusive  evidence 
that  that  is  happening.  1 

Anne  Taylor,,  shadow  Lead¬ 
er  of  the  House,  said  a  debate 
was  justified  TtecSnse  not  all 
experts  are  as  confident  as  foe 
Pome  Minister  about  health 
threats  fromeatingbeef." 

Earlier  -  Nigel  -  Griffiths, 
Labours  ■consumer  affairs 
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By  TtM  Jones 
and  Leyla  Linton 


EDUCATION  authorities  in 
England  and  Wales  were 
planning  urgent  reviews  of 
their  food-buying  policies  last 
night  as  hundreds  of  schools 
took  their  own  decisions  to 
stop  serving  beef  or  to  intro¬ 
duce  restrictions. 

In  London,  the  Association 
of  Metropolitan  Authorities' 
education  committee  advised 
schools  to  ban  certain  beef 
products-  Scores  of  councils  in 
foe  capital  bowed  to  pressure 
from  parents  by  taking  beef 
off  menus. 

Graham  Lane,  chairman  of 
the  association's  education 
committee,  said:  "Frankly, 
people  are  not  prepared  just 
to  accept  government  assur- 
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Beefless  menu  at  Bethune  Primary  School  in  Hull 
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ances  at  their  face  value.  Local 
education  authorities  every¬ 
where  are  being  approached 
by  parents  who  are  concerned 
about  the  situation.’’ 

Kent  County  Council  yes¬ 
terday  banned  beef  from  foe 
kitchens  of  Kent  schools 
because  of  BSE  fears.  The 
catering  contractor  BET  said 
it  was  contacting  all  its  em¬ 
ployees  to  make  sore  that 
replacement  dishes  were 
available  from  today. 

Most  county  councils  insist¬ 
ed  beef  was  still  safe  to  eat 
although  many  no  longer 
serve  pies,  sausages,  mince, 
hamburgers  and  other  prod¬ 
ucts  that  could  contain  offal  or 
meat  scraped  off  the  bone. 
Alternative  menus  are  usually 
provided  in  secondary 
schools  for  children  who 
wished  to  avoid  beef.  Many 
primary  schools,  where  often 


there  is  no  choice,  do  not  serve 
beef  at  all. 

Most  education  authorities 
appear  to  have  left  derisions 
to  individual  head  teachers, 
who  allow  parents  to  insist 
their  children  do  not  eat  beef. 

Only  three  of  3S  counties 
contacted  by  The  Times  have 
refused  so  far  to  have  any  beef 
products  whatever  served  in 
their  schools. 

Two  of  them,  Humberside 
and  Leicestershire,  stopped 
ordering  beef  five  years  ago 
after  foe  first  BSE  scare,  while 
Cleveland  introduced  foe 
same  policy  three  years  ago. 
Humberside  had  boycotted 
British  beef  and  served  im¬ 
ported  meat  until  parents 
pressed  for  a  total  ban. 

Oxfordshire  County  Coun¬ 
cil  was  one  of  the  first  to  act 
yesterday  when  it  said  that 
until  the  situation  had  been 


resolved  it  would  buy  no  more 
beef  products  for  its  300 
schools. 

Cambridgeshire  will  deride 
to  stop  supplying  beef  on 
other  a  temporary  or  perma¬ 
nent  basis.  A  spokesman  said: 
“We  are  pressing  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  definitive'  advice  as 
there  appears  to  be  some 
confusion." 

In  Hertfordshire,  about  SO 
schools  no  longer  serve  beef, 
in  Suffolk  75,  in  Surrey  12.  in 
Wiltshire  25,  and  in  Stafford¬ 
shire  150. 

Dr  Paul  Gray.  Devon's 
deputy  education  officer,  has 
written  to  500  head  teachers 
raying  the  council  has  always 
excluded  foe  use  of  beef 
products  made  from  meat 
scraped  off  the  bone. 

For  East  Sussex  schools,  the 
policy  is  to  buy  only  imported 
frozen  beef  and  never  to  use 
offal  or  pies  or  beefburgers 
from  outside  caterers. 

Gwynedd  County  Council, 
in  common  with  many  others, 
said  ft  had  no  immediate 
plans  to  change  its  policy, 
having  received  assurances 
that  foe  beef  it  buys  comes 
from  BSE-free  herds. 

Liverpool  City  Council  said 
that  it  was  satisfied  with 
government  assurances  and 
had  no  plans  to  stop  children 
eating  beet 


Hogg,  the  Agriculture 
ter,  and  Stephen  Dbrrell,  foe 
Health  Secretary,  to  meet 
scientists  who  have  questioned 
the  safety  of  beef  to  review  all 
the  available  facts.  “This 
would  end  foe  hysteria  and 
bring  common  sense  to  foe 
debate."  he  saitL  “People  are 
confused  and  they  warn  to 
know  whether  they  should  be 
eating  beef." 

The  Local  Authority  Cater¬ 
ing  Association,  whose  700 
members  supply  four  million 
meals  a  day  to  schools  in 
England  and  Wales,  backed 
the  call.  It.  urged  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  set  up  a  panel  of  ! 
experts  that  included  its  own 
advisers  and  scientists  such  as 
Sir.  Bernard  Tomlinson,  an 
authority  an  brain  disease 
who  says  he  no  longer  eats 
burgers,  meat  pies  or  fiver. 

-But  Mr  Hogg  continued  to 
insist  yesterday  that  no  one 
could  crane  to  any  harm  from 
eating  British  beef,  and  was 
supported  by  Mr  DorreU.  Mr 
Hogg  is  satisfied  that  all  foe 
known  facts  are  already  in  the 
open  and  that  to  set  up  a  new 
inquiry  would  imply  that  he 
did  not  have  full  confidence  in 
his  own  advisers.  . 

Jim  Watson,  past  president 
of  the  livestock  Auctioneers' 
Association,  said  cattle  prices 
at  Banbury  market  in  Oxford¬ 
shire  yesterday,  were  down 
about  £80  a  head,  or  .  12  per  : 
cent,  because  of  the  BSE  scare. 


U 


Scare  gives 


sales  boost 
to  organic 
farmers 


By  Roanv  Young 


PRODUCERS  of  organic  beef 
say  their  business  has  in¬ 
creased  since  concern  over 
BSE  spread.  Their  farms  do 
not  use  chemical  fertilisers, 
feed  additives  or  antibiotics, 
and  meet  standards  set  by  the 
Soil  Association. 

Yesterday  the  association 
said  that  there  had  been  cases 
of  BSE  on  some  organic  farms 
but  “all  those  cases  were  in 
animals  which  had  been 
bought  in  —  there  has  never 
been  a  case  of  BSE  in  an 
animal  which  has  been  bom 
and  bred  on  an  organic  farm". 

Organic  meat  is  available  in 
some  supermarkets  and  high- 
quality  butchers,  but  it  ac¬ 
counts  for  only  0.1  per  cent  of 
the  British  meat  market  Sales 
are  worth  little  more  than 
£1  million  a  year.  The  price  is 
higher.  10  per  cent  or  more  on 
fillet  steak  and  as  much  as  50 
or  100  per  cent  on  sausages 
and  burgers.  The  producers 
indude  foe  Highgrove  estate 
of  foe  Prince  of  Wales. 

One  big  producer.  Tun 
Finney  of  Eastbrook  Farm,  ar 
Bishopstone.  Wiltshire,  said: 
"Our  sales  of  beef  may  be  up 
by  10  to  12  per  cent  as  a  result 
of  the  BSE  scare.  People  are 
asking  a  lot  more  questions 
about  how  beef  is  produced." 

Producers  of  premium  beef 
have  also  gained.  Richard 
Guy  of  foe  Real  Meat  Com¬ 
pany.  distributing  premium 
but  not  organic  beef  from 
Warminster,  Wiltshire,  said: 
“We  have  had  a  noticeable 
increase  in  custom.  We  never 
use  .  beef  calves  derived  from 
dairy  herds.  In  the  end.  it  is  for 
the  public  to  assess  foe  risk  of 
the  meat  they  eat,  and  there  is 
just  not  enough  information.” 
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Gas  is  a  valuable  source  of  energy. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  you  should  have  to  pay  over  the  odds  for  your 

supply. 

With  Amerada  Hess,  you  won’t.  Because,  if  your  current  bill  is  over  £1,100 
a  year,  switching  to  low  cost  gas  from  Amerada  can  save  you  a  tidy  sum. 

To  find  out  how  much,  just  ring  us  for  a  quote. 
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TO  BRITAIN 
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More  Bjltons  head 
for  life  of  ill-health 
ill  their  final  years 


CHRIS  HARRIS 


BRIToms  are  living  longer 
DUf  getting  no  healthier,  ac- 
twroing  to  a  government  sur- 


■'  ‘''■'•ability,  not  extra  years  of 
nta‘>hy  life",  says  the  latest 
eoiiion  of  Population  Trends 
^wtuthe  Office  of  Population 
'^suses  and  Surveys. 

Better  treatment  of  heart 
disease,  for  example,  has 
meant  fewer  people  dying 
early  from  iL  But  those  who 
survive  are  not  free  from 
disability  and  will  need 
special  care  longer.  With  an 
increasingly  ageing  popula¬ 
tion.  this  fact  has  big  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  planning  of 
health  and  social  care  by 
services  and  families. 

Cancer  and  heart  disease 
are  the  main  killers,  each 
responsible  for  a  quarter  of 
dpths.  A  farther  one  In  eight 
dies  from  cerebrovascular  dis¬ 
ease,  mainly  strokes.  Death 


Colquhoun:  vindicated 
by  scientific  research 

Scientists 
find  granny 
knows  best 

A  MOTHER  and  daughter, 
for  years  rididiled  by  scien¬ 
tists  over  claims  that  evening 
primrose  oil  can  help  hyperac¬ 
tive  children,  have  been  vindi¬ 
cated  (Nick  Nuttall  writes). 

Researchers  in  the  United 
States,  whose  findings  are 
published,  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Clinical  Nutrition, 
say  the  women’s  theories 
about  the  benefits  of  such 
supplements  are  sound. 

Vicky  Colquhoun.  75.  and 
Sally  Sunday  set  up  the  Hy¬ 
peractive  Children’s  Support 
Group  in  Bognor  Regis,  West 
Sussex,  more  than  20  years 
ago.  advising  parents  with 
hyperactive  children  to  use 
fatty  add  supplements.  The 
mother  and  daughter  team, 
who  have  no  formal  qualifica¬ 
tions,  published  their  ideas 
and  results  in  1981.  The  theory 
was  criticised  and  mostly  dis¬ 
missed  by  experts. 

The  scientific  credibility  has 
come  from  researchers  at  the 
department  of  food  and  nutri¬ 
tion  ax  Purdue  University. 
Mrs  Colquhoun.  who  has  four 
•children  and  four  great-grand¬ 
children,  said  yesterday:  “We 
are  delighted  ...  but  what  is 
dKtressing  is  that  for  18  years 
“many  kids  with  hyperactivity 
haVe  missed  out”  - 


By  Ian  Murray 

from  cancer  has  decreased 
slightly  among  men.  largely 
because  fewer  have  lung  can¬ 
cer.  The  number  of  women 
dying  of  cancer  has  increased 
a  little,  especially  among  those 
with  lung  cancer  —  evidence 
that  women  are  not  giving  up 
smoking  at  the  same  rate  as 
are  men. 

Smoking  is  increasing 
among  teenagers.  By  the  age 
of  16  almost  30  per  cent  of 
teenagers  are  smokers  and 
there  is  no  evident  downward 
trend.  Girls  are  slightly  more 
likely  to  be  smokers  than  boys. 

Children  are  getting  taller 
and  fatter  but  taking  less 
exercise.  Their  intake  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  is  lower  and 
their  fat  intake  higher  than 
medically  recommended.  The 
proportion  of  breast-fed  ba¬ 
bies  has  grown  from  about 
half  in  1975  to  two  thirds. 

The  figures  show  a  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  teenage  preg- 


‘Long  hours 
culture’  puts 
British  men 
at  a  loss 

By  Ian  Murray 

BRITISH  men.  work,  the  long-  i 
est  hours  in  Europe  and  have  , 
less  time  to  spend  with  their 
families,  according  to  a  survey 
for  the  Equal  Opportunities 
Commission. 

Women  suffer  most  because 
of  die  growing  trend  towards  a 
“long  hours  culture",  but  men 
are  beginning  to  suffer  too. 
The  survey  adds  that  flexible 
working  hours  are  a  barrier  to 
training  and  promotion. 

“Excessively  long  working 
hours  for  managers  have  be¬ 
come  the  norm.  Visibly  work¬ 
ing  long  hours  has  come  to  be 
an  indicator  of  commitment, 
stamina  and  ‘masculine’  ways 
of  working,"  file  report  says. 

“Whilst  some  individual 
men  may  not  like  long  work¬ 
ing  hours,  it  is  a  requirement 
with  which  they  are  more 
easily  able  to  comply.  Many 
women  have  to  make  a  stark 
choice  between  their  careers 
arid  their  families." 

The  commission  found  “ex¬ 
plosive  growth"  in  pan-time 
work:  20  per  cent  of  women 
and  10  per  cent  on  men  are  in 
parttime  posts. 

Some  sectors  rely  almost 
exclusively  on  part-time  or 
temporary  workers  to  fill  the 
lowest-grade  jobs.  Although 
the  majority  are  women,  the 
proportion  of  teenage  male 
school-leavers  is  now  almost 
as  high. 

“Broad-based  issues  such  as 
equal  pay  for  work  of  equal 
value,  rights  for  part-time  and 
temporary  workers,  working 
hours  and  the  care  of  children 
and  the  elderly,  are- scarcely 
new,"  the  survey  says.  “These 
are  concerns  that  women  have 
long  highlighted.  What  is  new 
is  that  these  issues  are  increas¬ 
ingly  of  relevance  to  men." 


nancies,  In  1981. 57  girls  out  of 
1.000  had  a  baby  but  the 
number  has  grown  to  65.  One 
girl  in  a  hundred  becomes 
pregnant  before  her  16th  birth¬ 
day.  the  legal  age  of  consent. 

Mental  health  problems  in 
childhood  include  a  45  per 
cent  increase  during  the  1960s 
in  boys  between  IS  and  19  who 
committed  suicide.  The  rate 
for  teenage  girls  fell  by  23  per 
cent  over  the  same  period. 
Although  anorexia  nervosa 
was  rare,  with  a  prevalence  of 
about  2  per  1.000  among 
women  and  girls,  the  rate  rose 
to  10  per  1,000  among  middle- 
class  schoolgirls. 

The  survey  found  wide  dif¬ 
ferences  in  mortality  rates. 
Manchester.  Liverpool  and 
Corby  were  among  the  ten 
places  featuring  the  shortest 
life  expectancy.  People  live 
longest  in  east  Dorset. 

□  Population  Trends.  Winter 
1995  (HMSO.  E9.6Q) 
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iv  Sher,  who  will  play  Stanley  Spencer  in  a  new  play  at  the  National  Theatre,  prepares  for  his  role  in  Stanley,  by  Pam  Gems,  beside 
the  murals  by  the  English  visionary  artist  in  Sandham  Memorial  Chapel  at  Burghdere.  Hampshire.  Previews  start  on  January  24 
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By  Jerjsmy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 


MP  on  the  head  is  not 
□te  to  genius  but  in  Tare 
astances  it  may  unlock 
a  skills,  neurologists 
resterday.  Specialists  in 
dysfunction  sought  to 
□  the  mysterious  case  of 
1: with  a  writing  disorder 
/as  cured  by  a  bump  on 
ad. 

y  WBmore,  10.  from 
a,  Manchester,  began 
g  back  to  front  and 
■  down  a  year  ago  after 
ainmg  of  a  headache. 


nged  her  head  while 
tg  a  football  match  on 
an.  The  next  day  she 
d  writing  normally, 
ar  writing  is  recog- 
i>y  neurologists  as  a 
skill  that  some  people 
id  others  may  develop 
suit  of  brain  damage 
for  example,  by  a 
Leonardo  da  Vina, 
thought  to  have  suf- 
i  stroke,  was  accom- 
at  it 

nlogists  say,  the  diffi- 
curs  because  the  image 
visual  world  relayed 

?  retina  of  the  eye  to  the 

the  brain  is  interpreted 
30  specialised  areas  of 
rebral  cortex.  These 


■  other  injury. 
h  suggests  die  tar 
nliror  write  may  be 
n  a  part  of  the  bram 
the  supplementary 


motor  area  situated  behind 
the  frontal  lobes  where  it  could 
be  affected  by  a  bump. 

Professor  Richard 
.  Frackowiak  of  the  National 
Hospital  for  Neurology, 
London,  who  has  mapped  the 
human  brain  using  sophisti¬ 
cated  scanning  techniques, 
said 

the  most  likely  explanation 
of  Vicki’s  symptoms  was  a 
psychological  resistance  to 
writing.  But  he  said  the  pqs- 
.itian  of  the  supplementary 

motor  area  dose  to  die  surface 
of  the  brain  could  make  it 
susceptible  to  a  bump. 

Dr  John  Marshall  a 
neuropsydiologist  at  the  Rad- 
riiffe  infirmary,  Oxford,  and  a 
specialist  in  brain  damage, 
said:  “A  peripheral  part  of  the 
girl’s  brain  was  obviously 
affected.  It  is  like  breaking 
your  arm  which  stops  you 
writing,  but  once  it  is  repaired 
your  Capacity  to  write  comes 
back." 
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Report  condemns  attempted  suicide  rate 

Drugs  and  violence 
‘rife  at  private  jail’ 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


DRUG  abuse  and  violence  are 
gripping  Britain’s  largest  pri¬ 
vate  prison,  where  there  have 
been  more  attempted  suicides 
chan  at  any  other  jail  in  the 
country,  according  to  a  report 
published  today. 

Five  prisoners  at  Doncaster 
jail  have  killed  themselves 
since  it  opened  18  months  ago 
and  there  are  said  to  have 
been  almost  a  hundred  at¬ 
tempted  suiddes. 

The  report  by  the  Prison 
Reform  Trust,  entitled 
Doncatraz,  condemns  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  secrecy  surrounding 
the  operation  of  the  jail  and 
criddses  the  independent 
board  of  visitors  for  deciding 
against  publishing  its  own 
report  into  the  jail. 

The  jail,  run  by  Premier 
Prison  Services  Ltd.  has  also 
been  hit  by  4S  incidents  of 
concerted  indisdpiine.  In  the 
nine  months  to  the  end  of 
September  there  were  174 
assaults  and  197  drug  finds 
since  June  1994. 

The  Prison  Service  has 


served  default  notices  on  Pre¬ 
mier  linked  to  incidents  in 
which  the  company  was  in 
breach  of  its  contractual  obli¬ 
gations.  including  one  when  a 
Category  A  inmate  was  not 
escorted  within  the  jail  in 
accordance  with  Prison  Ser¬ 
vice  requirements.  Under  the 
default  notice  system,  the  com¬ 
pany  can  be  fined  up  to  £500 
for  breaches. 

Other  incidents  included 
Premier’s  failure  to  deal  satis¬ 
factorily  with  Utter  and  graffi- 


porarily  located  in  the  segre¬ 
gation  unit  without  permis¬ 
sion  from  the  jail’s  Home 
Office  appointed  controller. 

Stephen  Shaw,  director  of. 
the  trust,  said:  "Members  of 
boards  of  visitors  have  free 
access  to  a  prison.  The  Don¬ 
caster  board  will  have  made 
hundreds  of  visits.  Presum¬ 
ably  they  saw  what  was  hap¬ 
pening  on  the  wings  and 
voiced  some  disquiet  Regret¬ 


tably  they  will  not  let  the  rest 
of  us  know  what  they  found." 

He  condemned  the  board 
for  deciding  against  publish¬ 
ing  its  report  and  said  it  was 
“outrageous"  that  the  public's 
watchdog  over  the  jail  should 
keep  its  findings  secret. 

Mr  Shaw  rejected  claims  by 
Michael  Forsyth,  a  former 
Prisons  Minister,  that  the 
difficulties  at  the  jail  had  been 
nothing  more  than  teething 
troubles.  "We  need  to  know  if 
Doncaster  is  improving,  and 


The  prison,  with  houseblock 
accommodation  for  720  in¬ 
mates,  opened  in  June  1994, 
but  within  three  months  the 
Prison  Service  had  to  second  a 
senior  prison  governor  to  the 
jail  “to  ensure  that  the  re¬ 
quired  service  level  agree¬ 
ment"  was  achieved. 

Today’S  report  also  said  that 
of  the  629  staff  recruited  at  all 
grades  since  the  jail  opened, 
127  have  resigned  and  12  have 
been  dismissed. 


Guppy  is 
freed  to 
challenge 
sentence 

By  Richard  Ford 

DARIUS  GUPPY,  the 
fraudster  who  attempted  a 
“perfect  crime",  was  freed  on 
bail  yesterday  after  being 
granted  leave  to  appeal 
against  a  sentence  imposed 
for  failing  to  pay  compensa¬ 
tion  to  Lloyd's  insurers. 

The  Old  Etonian  and  Ox¬ 
ford  graduate  was  allowed 
!  bail  by  die  High  Court  on 
£200,000  surety,  on  condition 
that  he  lives  at  his  mews  home 
in  Notting  H3L  west  London, 
and  does  not  apply  for  any 
travel  documents. 

Guppy,  29,  a  friend  of  Earl 
Spencer,  brother  of  the  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  was  given  a 
five-year  sentence  for  faking  a 
jewellery  robbery  in  New 
York  in  1990  and  claiming 
£1-8  million  insurance  with  an 
associate.  At  his  trial,  he  was 
said  to  have  boasted  of  pull¬ 
ing  off  “the  perfect  crime". 

Last  year,  fines  of  £539.000 
were  cut  to  £227.000  and 
converted  into  a  compensa¬ 
tion  order.  He  was  told  to  pay 
within  three  months  or  serve 
three  extra  years.  He  is  now 
appealing  against  the  extra 
sentence. 


ti,  an  error  in  the  prison  roll,  whether  its  overall  perfor- 
and  three  occasions  when  rnance  is  now  acceptable", 
individual  inmates  were  tem- 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  PECEMBy  81995r 


Darius  Guppy  with  his  wife  Patricia:  he  boasted  of  achieving  the  “perfect  crime7’ 


McLpel 
trial 
pass  le|al 
milestone 

BY  PRANCES  Gil 

THE  libel  action  brtn 
the  fast-food  chain  f 
•aid*  against  two.enyii 
talists  will  enter' the 
books  next  week  as  fire 
civil  triaL  . 

The  case  will  reach  its 
day  at  the  High^Cbui 
Monday.^ The  previous  far 
civil  action,  in  which 
fanners  sued  Rschem  Int 
tional  over  alleged  dams  „ 
cattle  by  waste,  inejnerai  ^ 
ended  in  the  summer  after  WS;:. 

legal  WB  Tfor  the  soF 
called  McLibei  trial,  prompted 
by  a  leaflet  titled  /Wnars’ 
wrong  wftjj:.  McDonald’s?'. 
Everything  Thqf  don’t  want 
you  to  know",ris  about  £2  mil-  1 
lion  so  far.  Sbdy'  witnesses 
have  been  heard  andthere  are 
80to  come.  The  total  cost  could 
bejjp  to  £10  mfllion,  •  '  . 

The  defendants,  Dave  Mor¬ 
ris  and  Helen  Steel.  are  acting 
for  themselves  with  support 
from  "donations  from  animal 
welfare  and  environmental: 
groups,  local  Labour  parties 
and  individuals.  McDonald's 
has  atop  legal  team  headed  by  ; 


Z0p  off  Kellogg's  Sustain,  the  food  for  sport.  Designed  in  conjunction  with 


the  Australian  Institute  of  Sport,  Kellogg's  Sustain  is  a  delicious  combination 


of  light  multi-grain  flakes,  juicy  sultanas,  apple  and  almonds.  High  in  complex 


carbohydrates.  With  controlled 
sugar  and  salt.  Designed  for 
athlete's  bodies,  it's  good  for 
everyone  who  leads  an  active 
life.  The  great  taste  of  Kellogg's 
Sustain,  even  tastier  with  20p  off. 
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KELLOGG'S  SUSTAIN.  FOOD  FOR  SPORT. 


Price  cuts  come 
home  to  roost 


FARM-FRESH  turkeys  will 
be  in  short  supply  in  die  run¬ 
up  to  Christmas  because  there 
is  a  2  per  cent  drop  In  the 
number  of  birds  coming  mto 
the  shops.  Last  year’s  price- 
cutting  in  the  supermarkets 
and  new  hygiene  regulations 
are  blamed  for  undermining 
producers’  confidence. 

Last  year  we  ate  three 
million  traditional  farm-fresh, 
birds,  compared  with  three 
million  "standard  fresh", 
which  are  gas-flushed, 
wrapped  and  chilled,  and 
some  six  million  frozen  birds. 

Butter  prices  are  hardening, 
with  prices  roughly  15  per  cent 
more  this  month  than  they 
were  last  Christmas.  The  sum¬ 
mer  drought  has  caused  a 
European  butter  shortage. 
BSE  public^  has  ledno  cuts 
inbeefpriceSr  -  ' 

The  cold  weather  has  affect¬ 
ed  supplies  of  fish,  but  ensures 
that  the  quality  of  what  is 
available  is  particularly  good. 
The  week's  best  buy  is  kippers 
at  about  £1.50  a  lb. 

Promotions  include; 

Asda:  extra  large  chicken 
(£2.04  a  kg)  £3.39,  lamb  shoul¬ 
der  E2.59  a  kg,  loose  broccoli 
39pa  lb. 

Badgens:  Scottish  smoked 
salmon  £6.99  for  4O0g,  pork 
cocktail  sausages  £329  a  kg, 
clementines  £1.19  a  kg. 

Co-op:  fresh  whole  large 
chicken  (22kg)  £4.89,  fresh 
whole. turkey  £2.49  a  kg.  fresh  . 
whole  Scottish  salmon  £5.49  a 


*g?rrsr. 


kg.  blue  Stilton  £4.49  a  kg. 
Harrods:  rainbow  trout  E4 
each,  mini  truckle  of  Applebys 
Cheshire  cheese  £1850. 
Iceland-*  duck  in  cherry  sauce 
E299  for  two  portions,  scampi 
£1.99  for  4Q0g.  minced  lamb 
£1.69  for  907g.  diced  steak  and 
kidney  £1.29  for  454g. 

Marks  &  Spencer:  smoked 
salmon  £6.99  for  300g,  frozen 
prawns  £4.99  for  400g,  salm¬ 
on  en  croute  £4.50  for  700g. 
Morrisons:  salmon  steaks 
£4.83  a  kg.  plaice  fillet  £659  a 
kg.  fresh,  mussels  99p  a  kg, 
large  sausage  rolls  £135  a  kg. 
Safeway:  rump  steak  £736  a 
kg.  whole/half  leg  of  Iamb 
E5.09  a  kg,  fully  matured 
English  farmhouse  cheddar 
£229  a  lb. 

Sainsbur/s:  traditional  mild 
oak  smoked  salmon  £6.95  for 
400g,  frozen  peeled  prawns 
£5.99  for  800g,  fresh  standard 
beef  mince  £213  a  kg,  French 
brie  £4.65  a  kg, 

Somerfidd:  beef  fillet  £15.65  a 
kg,  roast  chicken  drumsticks 
£3.99  a  kg,  un smoked  gam¬ 
mon  steaks  £139  a  lb.  ,,v 
Tesco:  fresh  half-leg  of  lamb  r 
£529  a  kg,  bonerin  pork  loin  1 
joint  G.39  a  kg,  smoked# 
middle  baron  £139  for  300gj.  t! 
Waitrose  rainbow  trout  ££89n 
a  lb.  smoked  salmon.  sficd££ 
£3.99.  for  180g,:  mature  "Mo#5? 
Stilton  E523  a  kg. 


You’re  amazing. 
From  just  £10  a  month 
we’ll  help 
you  stay  that  way. 


BUPA  membership  starts  from  just 
£10  a  month.  As  a  member,  you  coulcF  i 
have  cover  for  prompt,  private  treatment; 
with  all  the  benefits  of  choice,  comfort  and  V 
individual  attention. 

For  more  information  about  BUPA,:' 
simply  telephone  free  on  the  number 
below  or  send  the  completed  coupori-v 
to  BUPA,  FREEPOST,  Kingston  upon^ 
Thames,  Surrey  KT2  6BR.  - 


0800  600  500 


Quoting  ref.  7856 


Name  l.Vtr/MiV,VWMsi 
Address _ 
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.  Postcode. 


Telephone  (Day) _ 

Telephone  (Evening). 
Dare  of  birth _ . 


No  □  } 


.Vre  you  an  existing  BUPA  member?  Yes  Q 

You’re 

amazing,  '  I 

Vlfe  want  you  to  stay  that  way  •  £ 
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Barbie  the  material  girl  trounces  upstarts  in  toyshop  sales  battle 


By  Robin  Young 
and  Russell  Jenkins 

BARBIE  DOLL  and  Action  Man. 
those  dinosaurs  of  the  pre- 
computer  a^e.  are  dominating 
toyshops  again  In  the  run-up  to 
Christmas.  The  pink  plastic  god¬ 
dess  is  making  a  triumphant 
oomdack  a  generation  after  child¬ 
ren  first  became  fascinated  by  her 
endless  wardrobe  and  glitzy 
lifestyle.  B  * 

Barbie  is  fighting  off  competition 
from  electronic  toys  such  as  Power 


Rangers  to  become  the  biggest 
seller  this  season  and  she  is 
expected  10  win  the  British  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Toy  Retailers'  award  for 
the  first  time.  In  America,  shop¬ 
pers  have  been  fighting  each  other 
to  secure  the  Happy  Holiday 
Barbie,  wearing  an  emerald  green 
gown  with  a  white  Victorian  collar. 

Internet  users  have  been  offering 
up  to  $175  (£113)  for  the  $35  (£22) 
doll,  which  is  aimed  at  adult 
collectors.  The  manufacturer 
Mattel  has  issued  redemption  cer¬ 
tificates  guaranteeing  that  Happy 


Holiday  Barbies  will  be  delivered 
to  disappointed  customers  by  the 
end  of  April.  Since  Barbara  Milli- 
cent  Roberts  was  bom  36  years 
ago,  she  has  made  more  than 
£1  billion  for  her  Californian  man¬ 
ufacturer.  No  wonder  this  material 
girl  drives  a  pink  Jaguar  XJS 
convertible,  has  a  wardrobe  hill  of 
designer  outfits  from  Caul  tier. 
Galliano  and  Ozbek,  and  says 
“Let’s  go  shopping". 

Barbie  dolls  are  made  in  fac¬ 
tories  all  over  the  world  as  well  as 
in  California,  including  ftaly.  Mex¬ 


ico,  China.  Indonesia  and  Malay¬ 
sia.  (Mattel  has  a  base  in 
Wokingham.  Berkshire,  but  Barbie 
dolls  are  not  made  there.} 
Toymakers.  retailers  and  social 
historians  take  her  seriously.  From 
the  moment  she  appeared  in  1959 
she  has  reflected  the  social  mores  of 
her  time.  In  the  Sixties  her  patent 
boots  and  turtle-neck  shift  dress 
made  her  a  perfect  partner  at  the 
disco.  In  the  Seventies  she  was 
transformed  into  a  groovy  chick 
with  bells  and  hipsters.  By  the 
Eighties  the  improbability  of  her 


bosom  was  matched  by  the  size  of 
her  power  shoulder-pads. 

Barbie  still  infuriates  those  sus¬ 
picious  about  her  hold  over  child¬ 
ren.  Earlier  this  year  the  charity 
Working  Against  Racism  com¬ 
plained  that  she  presented  women 
as  brainless  sex  objects  obsessed 
with  possessions  and  pursuing  “an 
indulgent  life  of  luxury". 

But  some  feminists  have  argued 
that  Barbie  is  the  ultimate  role 
model  for  girls.  Trailing  her  boy-¬ 
friend  Ken  in  her  wake,  she  stands 
proud  and  self-sufficient.  The  liter¬ 


ary  critic  G.M.  Lord  is  the  leading 
exponent  of  this  school.  Her  book 
Forever  Barbie  —  the  Unauthor¬ 
ised  Biography  of  a  Real  Doll 
praises  Barbie  as  "rebel,  role  model 
and  goddess",  despite  revealing 
that  she  was  based  on  a  German 
doll  called  Bild  LUi,  who  in  the 
newspaper  Bild-Zeitung  enter¬ 
tained  men  with  her  lascivious 
behaviour,  lacy  underwear  and 
black  stilettos. 

According  to  Hamleys  in  Regent 
Street,  London.  Barbie  is  selling 
fastest  as  a  butterfly  princess,  but 


shopping  centres  around  Britain 
say  that  she  is  looking  best  in 
Bayveatch  mode,  complete  at  £12.95 
with  whistle,  binoculars,  buoy, 
swimsuits  and  a  talking  dolphin. 

Another  popular  model  is  de¬ 
signed  to  appeal  to  would-be  hair¬ 
dressers.  Cut-and-Style  Barbie 
with  permanently  reshapeable  hair 
at  £9.99.  There  is  a  similar  model  of 
Ken.  Girls  can  have  Shaving  Fun 
Ken.  a  doll  trying  to  cope  with  a 
beard  like  Richard  Branson's. 

Leading  article,  page  19 


Action  urged  over  missing  millions 

Bribed  MoD  chief 
keeps  secret  of 
his  Swiss  accounts 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


■# 


MINISTRY  of  Defence  inves¬ 
tigators  have  failed  to  gain 
access  to  the  Swiss  bank 
accounts  of  a  top  official  jailed 
for  receiving  more  than 
£1J  million  in  corrupt  pay¬ 
ments  from  contractors. 

Yesterday  the  Commons 
Public  Accounts  Committee 
urged  the  ministry  to  redouble 
its  efforts  to  trace  missing 
money  believed  to  have  been 
hidden  by  Gordon  Foxley,  a 
former  director  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  procurement. 

Foxley  is  serving  four  years 
after  being  being  convicted 
last  year  on  12  charges  of 
receiving  corrupt  payments 
from  three  overseas  com¬ 
panies.  In  a  new  report,  the 
committee  said  “a  great  deal  of 
money"  was  being  held  m 
Swiss  bank  accounts,  but  the 
MoD  did  not  know  how  much 
was  involved. 

Huge  sums  of  cash  —  re¬ 
ported  to  be  near  E3S  million 
—  were  paid  by  three  foreign 
companies  as  bribes  or  secret 
commissions  in  return  far 
defence  industry  contracts. 
The  committee  said:  “We  are 
concerned  that  the  department 
has  yet  to  identify  all  the 
corrupt  funds  involved  in  this 
case  and  we  urge  them  to 
continue  their  efforts  to  gain 
access  to  the  Swiss  bank 
accounts  controlled  by  Gor¬ 
don  Foxley." 

Despite  foe  fact  ft  was  “one 
of  the  worst  cases  of  corrup¬ 


tion"  that  the  committee  had 
examined,  the  ministry  said 
the  companies  involved  had 
won  the  contracts  because 
they  had  offered  lower  prices. 
The  ministry  told  the  commit¬ 
tee  that,  in  this  respect,  the 
British  taxpayer  had  done 
well. 

The  ministry  had  found 
little  direct  evidence  that 
Foxley  had  been  able  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  contracts  in  the 
direction  of  the  three  com¬ 
panies.  The  suggestion  was 
that  Foxley  had  been  able  to 
steer  the  companies  towards 
the  lower  prices  they  should 
offer,  rather  than  distort  the 
system  by  awarding  contracts 
to  firms  making  higher-priced 
bids.  The  ministry's  view  was 


Foxley:  four  years’ jail 
for  “sting”  on  contracts 


that  Foxley  had  run  “one  of  the 
best  stings".  He  would  win 
whichever  way  events  turned. 
If  the  overseas  companies  won 
the  contracts,  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  was  due  to  his 
efforts  and  he  had  taken  the 
money.  When  they  had  lost 
they  had  not  paid  him  enough 
money  and  needed  to  pay  him 
more  next  time. 

One  of  the  problems  was 
that  the  ministry  still  did  not 
know  how  long  Foxley  had 
been  running  the  sting,  the 
MPs  said.  Investigators  were 
unable  to  give  the  committee 
any  grounds  for  hope  that  it 
would  be  able  to  gain  access  to 
the  Swiss  accounts. 

The  committee  called  on  the 
ministry  to  recover  the  largest 
possible  sum  from  all  those 
involved  in  the  case. 

Civil  actions  have  already 
started  against  Foxley,  aged 
70,  members  of  his  family  and 
the  three  companies  involved, 
Fratelli  Borletti  of  Italy, 
Gebruder  Junghans  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  AS  Raufoss  of 
Norway. 

The  committee  recommend¬ 
ed  a  package  of  measures  to 
cut  opportunities  for  feud. 
The  value  of  posable  fraud 
under  investigation  in  1993-94 
was  about  £22  million. 

D  Committee  of  Public  Ac¬ 
counts,  46th  Report,  Ministry 
of  Defence:  Fraud  in  Defence 
Procurement  (Stationery  Of¬ 
fice;  £11) 


Christmas  past  and  present  German  blown-glass  baubles  made  in  the  1950s  and  Nottingham’s  much-loved  Santa 

All  Santa  wants  is  a  new  grotto 


Bv  John  Shaw 

A  HOMELESS  Santa  Claus  which  for 
many  years  cheered  Christinas  shoppers 
is  on  the  lookout  fora  friendly  new  grotto 
where  it  can  dispense  festive  goodwill 
At  present,  the  6ft  figure  is  next  to  the 
tree  at  Christie'S  in  South  Kensington,  a 
temporary  home  until  it  goes  under  the 
hammer  as  lot  1180  today  in  an  auction 
devoted  exclusively  to  Christmas. 

John  Weedon.  58.  the  antique  dealer 
selling  the  model,  remembers  it  standing 
outside  Burton's,  a  high-class  grocery 
and  confectionery  business  is  Smithy 
Row.  Nottingham.  “His  sack  was  fuD  of 
packets  of  sweets  and  things  which  were 


a  luxury  just  after  the  war.  We  hadn’t 
seen  things  tike  that  before.  Children 
would  go  up  and  whisper  secrets  of  what 
they  wanted  on  Christmas  Day. 

“But  to  get  dose  to  him  you  had  to 
stand  on  his  boots  and  eventually  all 
these  little  feel  wore  his  foecaps  away. 
His  last  appearance  was  in  1953." 

Mr  Weedon  is  selling  the  Santa,  which 
has  an  estimate  of  £1,000  to  £1,500,  as  he 
runs  down  his  stock  at  Top  Hat  Antiques 
before  retiring  in  a  year  or  two. 

Among  other  Jots  are  a  set  of  eight 
large  painted  baubles  to  decorate  the 
Christmas  tree  in  pink,  silver,  gold  and 
blue  (estimate  £300  to  £500).  They  were 
made  in  Germany  in  the  1950s.  Candles 


were  a  popular  way  of  lighting  the  tree 
but  they  were  replaced  fay  lights  in  the 
1920s.  The  sale  has  a  set  with  bubbling 
liquid  interiors,  from  the  1940s.  also  at 
£300  to  £500. 

Christmas  cards  had  their  origins  in 
15th-century  Germany  but  flourished 
globally  in  the  Victorian  era.  Two  classics 
from  Raphael  Tuck  &  Sons  include  one 
3D  example  with  a  church,  angels,  the 
baby  Jesus  and  a  festive  tree  behind 
church  windows.  A  handwritten  message 
on  the  hack  reads:  “To  Winifred,  from 
Grandma  Motherhead,  1901."  It  has  a 
E150  to  £200  estimate.  Last  year  a  pristine 
example  was  bought  back  by  the  com¬ 
pany  for  its  archives  for  £600- 


PJarveys  Bristol  Cream,  Bristol  blue  bottle  and  gift  box. 

WATEBCOLOtJB  BY  IAKT  POTTS. 


BORN  IN  THE  NORTH  EAST.  IAN  POTTS  HAS  BEEN  ACCLAIMED  AS  A  LEADER  IN  THE 

BRITISH  WATERCOLOUR  REVIVAL. 

His  images  have  been  acquired  by  the  V5A  and  the  Apts  Council. 


as  for  Harveys  Bristol  Cream,  it's  the  very  image  of  a  distinctive  gift, 
especially ’when  it's  presented  in  the  Bristol  blue  box. 


XHS  BEST-  SHERRY  IN’  IHE  WORLD. 


MASSIVE  CHOICE,  BEST  QUALITY,  WIDEST  COVERAGE 


Offer  ends  31st  December  190S.  Thi$  offer  is  subject  to  status,  availability  and  a  standard  airtime  agreement  connected  to 
the  Vodafone  LouCalf  or  Personal  Work!  tariff.  Offers  are  subject  to  money  off  vouchers  and  leaflets  available  in  store  and  can  only 
be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  purchase  of  a  Vodafone  from  a  participating  Vodafone  Centre.  Please  bring  two  proofs  of  identity 

with  you  to  take  out  the  airtime  agreement. 
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Clarke  claws  back  support  but  most  voters  still  think  his  policies  are  bad  for  the  country 


Budget  hostility  is  tempered 
by  feeling  of  personal  gain 


SorarUCH 
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BEST  PARTY  ON  THE  ECONOMY 

Tv  which  party  do  you  think  has  the  best  policies  on  managing  theeconomy 
1  the  Conservatives,  Labour,  liberal  Democrat  or  some  other  party?  ^ 
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By  Peter  Riddell 

AFTER  last  week's  Budget 
more  people  think  that  the 
Chancellor's  policies  will  ben¬ 
efit  them  personally  than  at 
any  time  since  the  last  election, 
even  though  the  public  remain 
highly  critical  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  overall  strategy  and 
believe  that  Labour  would 
manage  the  economy  best 

The  latest  MORI  poll  for 
The  Times,  undertaken  last 
weekend,  shows  that  the  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Budget  is  not  as 
completely  hostile  as  the  first 
snap  poll  suggested.  The  pub¬ 
lic's  unfavourable  opinion  of 
the  Budget's  impact  on  the 
economy  contrasts  with  a  less 
negative  view  of  the  specific 
effect  on  people's  pockets. 

Opposition  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  strategy  of  reducing 
spending  to  cut  levels  of 
taxation  has  risen  since  the 
summer.  In  late  June,  this 
approach  was  backed  by  50  to 
40  per  cent:  now  it  is  opposed 
by  54  to  30  per  cent. 

But  a  quarter  of  the  public 
believe  that  the  Budget  pro¬ 
posals  are  a  good  thing  for 
them  personally.  This  is  the 
highest  level  since  March 
1992,  just  before  the  last  elec¬ 
tion.  The  overall  balance  of 
those  regarding  the  Budget 
proposals  as  good  or  bad  for 
them  personally  is  still  nega¬ 
tive.  at  minus  22  points.  But 


this  compares  with  minus  52 
points  after  the  1994  Budget 
and  similar  levels  over  the 
previous  two  years. 

Views  about  whether  the 
Budget  is  good  divide  sharply 
along  class,  party  and  region¬ 
al  lines  with,  for  example,  a  59 
point  gap  between  the  views  of 
professional  people  and  man¬ 
agers,  and  those  of  unskilled 
workers.  The  proportion  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  Budget  pro¬ 
posals  are  good  rather  than 
bad  for  the  country  is  now 
minus  32  points,  compared 
with  minus  45  points  after  the 
November  1994  Budget 

Tory  support  nationally  has 


risen  by  two  points  to  28  per 
cent  in  the  two  weeks  since  the 
last  poll  was  undertaken  in 
Late  November,  while  backing 
for  Labour  has  dropped  one 
point  to  55  per  cent  around  the 
middle  of  its  range  throughout 
this  year.  Support  for  the 
Liberal  Democrats  has 
slipped  one  point  to  13  per 
cent.  Tory  support  has  risen 
particularly  among  those  aged 
18  to  34,  among  skilled  work¬ 
ers  and  in  southern  England. 
These  are  ail  groups  among 
which  the  Tories  need  to  win 
back  support 

The  poll  returns  to  ques¬ 
tions  asked  two  weeks  ago 


about  satisfaction  with  the 
way  Kenneth  Clarke  is  doing 
his  job  as  Chancellor  ana 
agreement  with  whether,  in 
the  long  term,  this  Govern¬ 
ment’s  policies  w01  improve 
the  economy.  There  has  been 
only  a  marginal  shift  in  either 
measure.  But  this  masks  a 
sharp  improvement  in  the 
number  agreeing  rather  than 
disagreeing  that  this  Govern¬ 
ment's  policies  will  improve 
the  economy  among  those 
aged  18  to  24  and  those  with 
mortgages.  There  has  been  a 
21  point  gain  among  those 
who  have  switched  away  from 
the  Tories  since  the  1992 


PUBLIC  REACTION  TO  THE  B 

■  n  Do  you  think  the  Budget  proposals  gt 
5  x  a  good  thing  or  a  bad  thing  for  you  pi 

BAD  Nat  figures  ( 

18-34  :.  -24%  immmm 

Age  35-S4  -1«t  HR 

55+  rr*? 

UDGET  '! 

inerallyare  : 
arsonally?  ; 

b%)  GOOD  ; 

Yj  IK 

'  AB  i 

;  Class  Cl  -16%MM 

C2  v-31  %  ■■■■■■■■ 

DE  47%iniHMaaB 

iHousina  Owned/buying  r 

Courtcfl  -49%naa^MMiwi^^nHWii 

North  L- 

Region  s^td tends 

South  l  .<  s  -13%  Mi 

\  i'b  • 

■  _  _  Conservative  SJKci  'AA  r 

^M90|22%: 

Lib/Dems 

■Total  A-& 

,  Source:  MOn  Base;  13W  Brfliih«j£*s  ,-1-Av . 
ja.OTn»i  '.-.-m.,-.,  aaactBB aaaa; — jt 

'i.i-’.i  i 

Kenneth  Clarke:  the  most  voters  since  1992  think  his  Budget  will  help  them  personally 


election.  This  highlights  the 
Tories’  potential  to  win  back 
support  among  those  who 
have  been  most  disillusioned. 

Nonetheless,  the  Budget  has 
failed  to  change  the  publics 
overall  negative  view  of  the 
Government’s  economic  poli¬ 
cies.  In  marked  contrast  with 
the  position  before  1992.  Lab¬ 
our  is  reckoned  to  have  ,  the 
best  policies  on  managing  tie 
economy  by  a  record  35  per 
cent,  against  22  per  cent  for  the 
Tories.  In  October  1990,  when 
the  Tories  were  very  unpopu¬ 
lar  and  just  before  Margaret 
Thatcher  was  ousted,  the  To¬ 
ries  were  still  reckoned  to  have 
the  best  policies  on  managing 
the  economy. 

The  Budget  has  also  failed 
to  shift  public  expectations 
about  the  economy.  The 
MORI  economic  optimism  in¬ 
dex,  measuring  those  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  economy  will 
improve  in  the  next  12  months, 
now  stands  at  minus  16  points, 
compared  with  minus  IS 
paints  at  the  end  of  November. 

□  MORI  interviewed  a  repr e-  . 
senrative  quota  s ample  of  1J394 
adults  at  14S  ward  sampling 
points  across  Britain.  Interviews 
were  conducted  face-taface  from 
December  l  to  4.  Data  were 
weighted  to  match  the  profile  qf 
the  population.  Voting  intention 
figures  exclude  those  who  sap  they 
would  not  vote  (S  per  cent),  are 
undecided  (7  per  cent)  or  who 
refuse  to  name  a  party  (3  percent). 
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JOHN  MAJOR  has  im¬ 
proved  his  approval  rating 
among  Tory  supporters  to  the 
highest  level  since  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  battles  of  1992-93,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  MORI  poll. 

While  Mr  Major's  personal 
rating  has  remained  flat 
among  the  public  as  a  whole, 
it  has  continued  to  rise  among 
Tory  supporters.  The  index 
measuring  those  satisfied  less 
dissatisfied  with  the  way  he  is 
doing  his  job  as  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  is  now  minus  36  points,  the 
same  as  two  months  ago.  But 
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over  the  same  period,  his 
rating  among  Tory  support¬ 
ers  has  improved  from  plus  34 
points  to  plus  42  points. 

However,  the  poll  shows  a 
continuing  high  level  of  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  the  way  the 
Government  is  running  the 
country.  This  index  stands  at 
minus  65  points,  slightly  low¬ 
er  than  in  the  past  few 
months.  More  ‘Tory  support¬ 
ers  remain  dissatisfied  than 
satisfied  with  the 
Government- 

Tony  Blair's  rating  as  Lab- 
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Broadcasting  Bill 
delayed  by  dispute 

By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  political  correspondent 


PUBLICATION  of  the  Broad¬ 
casting  Bill  has  been  delayed 
because  of  a  dispute  between 
two  government  departments. 

Virginia  Bottomiey.  the 
Heritage  Secretary,  was  due  to 
unveil  the  Government’s 
plans  for  a  reorganisation  of 
British  broadcasting  today 
but  has  been  forced  to  call 
off  her  press  conference 
because  of  objections  from 
the  Trade  and  Industry 
DeparmenL  It  is  understood 
that  the  DTI  complained  that 
parts  of  the  Bill  had  not  been 
thought  through  and  could 
give  rise  to  trouble  from  Tory 
backbenchers. 

Mrs  Bottomiey  was  said  last 
night  to  be  displeased  about 
the  delay,  which  she  regards 
as  stemming  from  excessive 


caution  on  the  part  of  DTI 
officials.  Leading  Tories 
described  the  postponement 
as  “pathetic”  and  accused  the 
DTI  of  nitpicking. 

Although  the  Broadcasting 
Bill  is  not  highly  contentious 
politically,  it  is  commercially 
sensitive  and  doubts  have 
been  expressed  about  whether 
theproposals are  workable. 

The  Bill  proposes  to  relax 
the  rules  on  cross-media  own¬ 
ership.  enabling  newspaper 
companies  to  become  owners 
ofterrestiaJ  television  stations. 
However,  the  framework 
would  exclude  big  media  com¬ 
bines  such  as  News  Interna¬ 
tional,  parent  company  of  The 
Times,  and  Mirror  Group 
newspapers  from  venturing 
into  this  field. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  in  the  Commons:  ques¬ 
tions  to  Northern  Ireland  ministoni  and 
the  Prime  Minister  followed  by  0 
debate  on  the  European  Union.  In  the 
Lords:  debates  on  the  Community 
Care  (Direct  Payments)  BO,  second 
reading;  Health  and  Safety  (Repeals 
and  Revocations)  Regulations;  Street 
Works  (Northern  Ireland)  .  Order; 


Contracting  Out  (Administration  of  the 
Teachers'  Superannuation  Scheme) 
Order;  and  the  European  Commu¬ 
nities  (Definition  of  Treaties)  (Statute  of 
the  European  Schools)  Order. 

TODAY  m  the  Commons;  debate  on 
the  Government's  policy  against 
of  Lords  E  not 


crime.  Tbe  House 
sitting. 
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Major’s  performance  wins 
increasing  Tory  approval 


oar  leader  has  stipped  in  tbe 
past  fortnight,  but  remains 
very  positive  with  rwo-to-one 
approval  among  the  public 
and  more  than  five  to  one 
among  Labour  supporters. 

Paddy  Ashdown  is  well- 
regarded  by  the  public.  By  a 
42  to  29  per  cent  margin,  the 
public  is  satisfied  rather  than 
dissatisfied  with' the  way  he  is 
doing  his  job  as  '  Liberal 
Democrat  leader,  f^rty.  sup¬ 
porters  approve  of  W  perfor¬ 
mance  by  a  more  than  five  to 
one  margin. 
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Rifkind  strives  to 
pacify  sceptics 
before  EU  summit 


By  James  Iandale  and  Alice  Thomson 


BRITAIN’S  veto  in  Brussels 
need  not  be  weakened  when 
the  European  Union  takes  in 
new  members  from  the  former 
Eastern  bloc.  Malcolm 
Rifkind  told  the  Commons 
yesterday. 

In  a  clear  attempt  to  pacify 
Tory  Euro-sceptics  before  next 
week's  EU  summit  in  Madrid, 
the  Foreign  Secretary  said  that 
qualified  majority  voting 
(QMV)  in  the  Council  of 
Ministers  —  under  which 
Britain  cannot  block  laws  by 
itself  —  should  not  be 
extended. 

Most  other  EU  countries 
believe  that  QMV  should  be 
extended  to  speed  up  decision¬ 
making  in  a  larger  EU. 

Mr  Rifkind  was  speaking  at 
the  beginning  of  a  debate  on 
Europe  in  which  he  set  out  the 
Government's  approach  to 
next  week’s  summit  There 
was  “an  historic  mission”  to 
bring  Eastern  European  coun¬ 
tries  into  the  EU.  This,  he  said, 
would  improve  the  security 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  of 
Europe.  But  he  rejected  out¬ 
right  claims  that  this  would 
involve  a  greater  extension  of 
QMV. 

“The  Government  is  very 
clear.”  he  said.  “We  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  case  for  an 
extension,  of  QMV  and  we  do 
not  believe  that  enlargement 
of  the  EU  means  that  in  any 
way." 

But  he  accepted  that  the 
weighting  system  for  voting  in 
the  Council  of  Ministers  — 
under  which  a  country’s  vot¬ 
ing  power  is  determined  by 
the  size  of  its  population  — 
would  have  to  be  changed.  For 
example,  if  Malta  joined  the 
EU.  it  should  not  have  die 
same  voting  strength  as  The 
Netherlands,  which  has  a 


much  larger  population.  He 
also  said  it  would  be  “ludi¬ 
crous”  for  each  new  country  to 
have  a  commissioner  of  its 
own.  Enlargement  would  also 
require  the  EU  to  reform  of 
both  the  common  agricultural 
Pojicy  and  the  amount  of  aid 
paid  out  in  structural  funds. 

Turning  to  the  Madrid 
summit,  Mr  Rifkind  said  that 
John  Major  would  press  for 
less  rhetoric  from  Europe,  and 
more  action.  "At  Madrid,  our 
Prime  Minister  will  again 
reinforce  the  message:  we 
want  progress  on  enhancing 
competitiveness,  improving 
the  quality  and  reducing  the 
quantify  of  legislation,  and 
deregulating  labour  markets 
to  make  them  more  respon¬ 
sive.  creating  jobs  and  reduc¬ 
ing  unemployment." 

Mr  Rifkind  said  there  were 
encouraging  signs  coming  out 
of  the  European  Commission. 
“It  is  fashionable  to  bash 
Brussels.  It  is  the  bureaucratic 
capital  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
home  of  red  tape.  Many  of 
these  criticisms  are  justfied. 
But  tile  fact  is  (hat  under  the 
new  Commission,  things  may 
now  be  changing." 

He  said  that  Jacques  Santer. 
the  European  Commission 
president,  made  this  dear  in 
his  recent  Guildhall  speech,  in 
which  he  said  that  Europe 
needed  "less  action  but  better 
action”. 

Mr  Rifkind  challenged  Lab¬ 
our  to  darify  its  policies  on 
Europe,  accusing  the  party’s 
spokesmen  of  saying  one  thing 
on  paper  but  another  in 
speeches.  He  also  attacked 
Labour  for  opposing  perma¬ 
nent  opt-outs  from  EU  policies 
and  for  backing  an  extension 
of  QMV. 

For  Labour.  Robin  Cook. 


Bitter  Stratford 
Tories  put  their 
trust  in  Maples 

_  j. 

By  Alice  Thomson,  political  reporter 


THE  Tory  burghers  of  Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon  have  chosen  a 
squeaky-clean  new  candidate 
to  replace  Alan  Howarth,  the 
MP  who  humiliated  them  by 
defecting  to  Labour. 

John  Maples,  selected  on 
Wednesday  from  a  list  of  219 
candidates,  is  an  ultra-loyal 
former  deputy  party  chairman 
and  a  strong  family  man. 

When  Mr  Howarth  eloped 
to  Labour  nine  weeks  ago. 
only  a  day  before  the  party 
conference,  Stratford,  with  its 
23,000  Tory  majority,  was 
devastated.  Parry  loyalists 
called  him  a  quisling  and  a 
traitor.  Many  in  the  constitu¬ 
ency  recalled  their  shame 
when  John  P rofomo.  then  the 
Stratford  MP,  admitted  his 
affair  with  Christine  Keeler 
and  helped  the  downfall  of 
Harold  Macmillan’s  Govern¬ 
ment  in  1963. 

The  search  for  a  successor  to 
Mr  Howarth  began  only 
hours  after  Don  Rushton,  the 
association  chairman, 
emerged  ashen-faced  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  MPs  defection.  A 
committee  was  formed  to  sift 
through  stacks  of  CVs  sent 


Maples:  political 
experience  paid  off 


from  the  candidates  depart¬ 
ment  at  Conservative  Central 
Office,  and  an  advertisement 
was  placed  in  the  local 
newspaper. 

This  time  the  constituency 
was  determined  to  find  a 
candidate  who  would  not  em¬ 
barrass  them  in  any  way. 
Peter  Smith,  the  agent,  said 
yesterday.  “I  think  die  associ¬ 
ation  would  crack  if  we  had 
another  scandal.  None  of  us 
could  face  even  mentioning 
that  pathetic  Mr  Howarth.  We 
were  all  very  aware  we 
couldn’t  make  another  disas¬ 
trous  choice.  We  looked  at 
anyone  who  had  a  serious 
interest  in  the  job  but  loyalty 
and  honour  were  paramount” 

Twenty  candidates  were  in¬ 
terviewed  and  234  people 
turned  up  on  Wednesday  to 
choose  from  a  shortlist  of 
three.  Mr  Maples,  52,  who  lost 
his  Lewisham  seat  in  1992  had 
only  one  black  mark,  the 
leaked  Maples  memorandum 
last  year,  which  spelled  out 
hew  unpopular  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was.  But  he  had  failed  to 
secure  several  other  seats. 

Hugo  Summerson,  an  old 
Harrovian  and  MP  for  Wal¬ 
thamstow  until  1992  was  once 
voted  the  most  romantic  MP 
at  Westminster  by  the  publish¬ 
er  Mills  and  Boon.  The  third 
candidate  was  Desmond 
Swain,  a  computer  systems 
development  manager.  All 
three  have  solid  family  lives. 

Mr  Maples'  experience  got 
him  die  job.  “Most  Tory 
constituencies  have  a  sitting 
MP  who  can  show  the  new 
candidate  die  ropes,"  Mr 
Smith  said.  “Here  our  sitting 
MP  is  the  enemy  so  we  needed 
someone  who  knew  what  he 
was  doing  and  could  immed¬ 
iately  smash  Mr  Howarth-” 
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the  Shadow  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary.  told  Mr  Rifkind  that  he 
was  being  dictated  to  by  the 
Euro-sceptics.  “The  Euro¬ 
sceptics  are  in  charge.  There  is 
now  no  hoop  too  right  through 
which  ministers  will  not  sum 
down  their  beliefs  in  order  to 
squeeze  through." 

He  teased  Mr  Rifkind,  say¬ 
ing:  “The  Tory  Party  in  the 
European  debate  now  has  the 
unity  of  the  prison  camp  and 
Sir  Teddy  Taylor  and  Teresa 
Gorman  have  the  keys." 

Mr  Cook  refused  to  state 
categorically  that  Labour  was 
committed  to  a  single  currency 
but  said  that  Britain  should 
enter  when  conditions  were 
right  He  said  Labour  was 
committed  to  the  principle  of 
unanimous  voting  in  Europe 
for  dedsion-making  on  bud¬ 
getary  polity,  taxation,  exter¬ 
nal  border  controls  and 
foreign  and  security  issues 
and  if  necessary  would  be 
prepared  to  use  the  veto  in  any 
of  those  areas. 


Labour  aims  to 
kick  hooligans 
out  of  football 

By  James  Land  ale.  political  reporter 


LABOUR  announced  plans 
yesterday  for  a  partnership 
between  government  and 
football  to  help  to  combat 
hooliganism  and  repair  the 
sport’s  damaged  reputation. 

Jack  Cunningham,  the 
Shadow  National  Heritage 
Secretary,  said  Labour  would 
form  a  football  “task  force”  to 
draw  up  proposals  for  a 
Labour  government  to  imple¬ 
ment  The  new  body,  made  up 
of  members  of  national  foot¬ 
ball  organisations,  including 
representatives  of  fans  and 
players,  and  government 
officials,  would  report  within 
a  year  of  Labour  taking  office. 

Mr  Cunningham  said 
Labour's  Football  Charter, 
published  yesterday,  would 
address  die  key  issues  facing 
British  football.  These  includ¬ 
ed  the  re-emergence  of  hooli¬ 
ganism  by  “far-right  extremist 
thugs",  alleged  financial  ir¬ 
regularities  and  match-fixing, 
illegal  drug  use  by  players, 
rising  ticket  prices,  restrictive 
TV  coverage  and  the  precari¬ 
ous  finances  of  smaller  dubs. 

Although  little  extra  money 
would  be  available.  Labour 


would  introduce  legislation  to 
“breathe  new  life”  into  the 
game:  The  central  plank  of 
tiie  Charter  is  the  prevention 
of  hooliganism.  Labour  min¬ 
isters  would  use  more  restric¬ 
tive  orders  to  stop  known 
hooligans  travelling  abroad, 
and  would  seek  to  impose 
sanctions  on  fans  convicted  of 
offences  abroad. 

Mr  Cunningham  said  that 
Labour's  task  force  would 
restructure  the  Football  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  speed  up  derision- 
making,  investigate  the  role  of 
television  —  especially  where 
events  are  bought  up  by 
subscription  channels  —  and 
examine  claims  that  some 
fans  are  being  priced  out  of 
the  game.  “We  want  football 
to  genuinely  be  a  sport  for 
alL”  he  said. 

Labour’s  charier  was  wel¬ 
comed  by  most  mainstream 
football  organisations,  al¬ 
though  the  television  com¬ 
mentator  Jimmy  Hill,  who  is 
chairman  of  Fulham  Football 
Club,  said  that  it  would  be 
“miraculous”  if  even  half 
Labour's  proposals  were 
enacted. 
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Times  Christmas  Appeal:  skill  and  devotion  are  essential  when  caring  for  young  cancer  patients 


Nurses  with 
a  cool  head 
and  big  heart 


By  John  Young 


“IT  IS  not  easy  working  with 
children  with  cancer.”  Susan 
Dyer  says.  "It  is  something 
you  choose  to  do,  and  it  needs 
a  lot  of  emotional  investment. 

"It's  quite  different  from  a 
child  who  comes  into  hospital 
for  just  four  or  five  days  and 
then  goes  home.  Here  it  is  a 
long-term  business,  and  you 
are  nursing  the  families  as 
well  as  the  children." 

Ms  Dyer  is  one  of  three 

iTHEtfSfeTIMES  <0— < O  I 


ChristmasI^J 

Appeal 

in  aid  of  the 

Royal  Marsden  f  \  \ 

Hospital 

nurses  at  the  Royal  Marsden 
Hospital  in  Sunon.  south 
London,  who  at  mid-morning 
on  a  typically  busy  day  have 
found  a  few  minutes  to  talk 
about  their  work.  With  them  is 
Jenny  Thompson,  the  manag¬ 
er  of  children  and  adolescent 
services,  who  has  overall  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  standards  of 
nursing  and  healthcare  and 
who  in  another  time  might 
have  been  known  as  Matron. 
The  three  are  among  about  35 


nurses  looking  after  some  15 
Lrv-padents  and  considerably 
more  out-patients  returning 
for  periodical  treatment  and 
check-ups. 

Ms  Dyer,  from  Adelaide. 
South  Australia,  came  to  Brit¬ 
ain  to  pursue  a  BSc  degree  in 
paediatric  oncology.  Two 
years  ago  the  course  was 
established  by  the  hospital  in 
association  with  the  Institute 
of  Cancer  Research  and  is  the 
only  one  in  Britain  that  offers 
children's  cancer  nursing 
studies  at  degree  level. 

She  describes  the  job  as 
holistic,  combining  technical 
skills  with  understanding  and 
sympathy.  "You  have  to  be 
very  much  on  the  ball,”  says 
Ms  Dyer,  who  is  in  her  mid¬ 
twenties.  "Children  can  quick¬ 
ly  become  ill  and  develop  side- 
effects." 

Patricia  Cushing,  the  ward 
manager,  in  her  mid-thirties, 
trained  at  Westminster  Hospi¬ 
tal  and  came  to  the  Royal 
Marsden  ten  years  ago.  For 
her  it  was  quite  a  late  change. 
“But  1  have  a  natural  affinity 
for  children,  and  somehow  it 
was  always  something  I  knew 
1  would  do,"  she  says^ 

Nursing  cancer  patients  is 
very  intensive  work,  she 


Medical  briefing 


Skin  patches 
can  signal  a 
painful  choice 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


The  infectious  grin  of 
ten-month-old  Lisa 
Dodd  warmed  the 
hearts  of  newspaper  read¬ 
ers  yesterday  as  they  shiv¬ 
ered  in  the  snow  on  their 
way  to  work.  Bui  they 
would  have  been  saddened 
to  read  that  she  may  have  to 
have  a  leg  amputated.  Lisa 
has  von  Recklinghausen’s 
disease,  multiple  neurofib¬ 
romatosis. 

Patients  with  this  condi¬ 
tion  have  five  or  more  large 
pigmented  spots  on  their 
skin,  known  as  cafe  au  lait 
patches  because  it  looks  like 
coffee  has  been  spilt  on  the 
skin.  They  also  have  a 
superfluity  of  small  skin 
tags,  frequently  around  the 
neck  and  armpits. 

Associated  with  the 
pigmented  patches  are  tu¬ 
mours.  felt  beneath  the  skin, 
which  grow  on  the  sheaths 
of  the  cutaneous  nerves. 
These  are  usually  harmless, 
and  rarefy  become  malig¬ 
nant,  provided  they  do  not 
press  on  any  vital  organ. 
Occasionally  a  benign  neu¬ 
rofibroma  grows  on  a  nerve 
shea tli  within  the  spinal 
column,  where  the  pressure 
it  exerts  may  cause  paraly¬ 
sis  or  other  neurological 
symptoms. 

Other  problems  are 
sometimes  associated  with 
von  Recklinghausen’s  dis¬ 
ease.  The  patient  may  also 
suffer,  as  Lisa  does,  from 
soft  patches  in  the  bones. 
This  fibrous  dysplasia 
makes  the  bone  so  weak 
that  it  has  to  be  encased  in 
piaster,  which  needs  regu¬ 
lar  changing  to  permit 
growth.  Surgery  can  be 
undertaken  to  encourage 
normal  bone  grown,  but 
this  is  not  always  successful. 

Lisa's  parents  have  to 
decide  whether  to  opt  for 
amputation  of  her  weak¬ 
ened  limb  so  that  the  child 
may  be  spared  years  of 
hospital  attendance,  encase¬ 
ment  in  plaster  and  repeat- 


Lisa  Dodd  may  have 
to  have  a  leg  removed 


ed  surgery,  or  whether  to 
sacrifice  her  lifestyle  now  to 
retain  the  chance  of  having 
a  serviceable  limb  when  she 
grows  up. 

Neurofibromatosis  is  a 
comparatively  common  dis¬ 
ease  affecting  one  child  in 
every  3,000  births.  It  is 
inherited  as  a  dominant 
factor,  which  means  that  if 
either  parent  has  it  their 
children  have  a  50  per  cent 
chance  of  developing  the 
condition. 

In  a  third  of  cases,  von 
Recklinghausen’s  disease 
presents  no  problems  and  is 
only  a  matter  of  comment 
when  a  doctor  notices  a  sign 
during  a  routine  examina¬ 
tion.  Another  third  of  pa ~ 
rients  have  no  physical  ill- 
effects  but  seek  treatment 
for  cosmetic  problems 
caused  by  the  lumps,  by 
bony  changes  or  by 
pigmented  skin. 

The  other  third  of  patients 
have  physical  problems, 
because  of  pressure  from 
tumours  or  from  associated 
conditions  as  well  as  fibrous 
dysplasia.  These  may  in¬ 
clude  overgrowth  of  the 
blood  vessels  within  the 
orbit  heart  disease,  a  later¬ 
al  twist  to  the  spine  and 
narrowing  of  the  arteries  to 
the  kidneys.  Other  nervous 
tissue  may  cause  trouble;  in 
particular  the  eighth  audi¬ 
tory  nerve  can  be  affected,  a 
defect  which  is  inherited 
separately. 

Tumours  of  the  brain  or 
its  covering,  the  meninges, 
are  also  more  common  in 
patients  who  have  von 
Recklinghausen’s  disease. 

It  is  possible  that  the 
condition  is  more  com¬ 
mon  than  supposed 
and  underdiagnosed  be¬ 
cause  doctors  are  not  alert 
to  it  Some  years  ago  a 
young  boy  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  complained  of  increas¬ 
ing  weakness  in  his  limbs. 
He  was  seen  by  doctors  of 
increasing  fame  and  dis¬ 
tinction.  who  decided  that 
the  boy's  trouble  was  psy¬ 
chological  and  therefore 
prescribed  antidepressants. 

Fortunately  the  family 
had  a  good  CP,  who  gave 
the  patient  the  basic  neuro¬ 
logical  examination  he  had 
learnt  as  a  student  These 
simple  tests  showed  that  the 
toy  had  a  a  neurofibroma 
in  his  spine.  This  was 
removed  and.  despite  the 
guarded  prognosis  of  the 
neurosurgeon,  he  made  an 
uneventful  recovery  and 
grew  into  a  powerful  young 
man  more  than  6ft  tall 
without  any  weakness. 

Let  us  hope  that  Lisa  has 
an  equally  good  result. 
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Staff  Nurse  Susan  Dyer  has  a  friendly  word  with  Jake  Coombes-Goodfellow  at  the  Royal  Marsden  Hospital 


points  out  The  doctors  pre¬ 
scribe  the  drugs  used  in  che¬ 
motherapy.  but  the  nurses  are 
responsible  for  administering 
large  quantities  of  highly  toxic 
substances,  which  demands 
considerable  skfl!  and  care. 
"Since  l  have  been  here  not  a 


single  treatment  has  remained 
the  same,"  she  adds.  “All  of 
them  have  changed.” 

Sometimes  she  has  to  strug¬ 
gle  to  keep  her  emotions  under 
control.  “That  is  not  to  say  that 
you  don't  go  home  afterwards 
and  have  a  jolly  good  cry. 


Sometimes  one  has  a  cry  with 
the  parents.  But  you  have. to 
try  to  maintain  normality  in 
an  abnormal  situation." 

Yvonne  Wright,  40,  trained 
as  a  children’s  nurse  at  the 
Great  Ormond  Street  chil¬ 
dren's  hospital  in  London  and 


returned  there  for  a  course  in 
intensive  care.  She  has  been  at 
the  Royal  Marsden  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  "It’s  a  lovely 
place."  she  says. 

“1  have  done  a  lot  of  general 
paediatrics,  but  this  is  some¬ 
thing  special"  There  are  emo¬ 


tional  problems  with  sick  chil¬ 
dren.  she  concedes.  "But  you 
also  have  to  be  very  much  on 
the  alert,  because  when  child¬ 
ren  become  ill  it  often  happens 
very  quickly.  Another  differ¬ 
ence  is  (hat  we  are  in  a  sense 
treating  not  just  ti\e  child  but 
the  whole  family.  We  all  fee! 
part  of  a  family  and  we  all 
support  each  other."  she  says. 
“I  would  say  that  having  the 
parents  here  is  a  great  advan¬ 
tage,  not  a  drawback." 

All  the  nurses  emphasise 
die  need  for  teamwork,  and 
Ms  Thompson  is  anxious  to 
stress  die  professionalism  re¬ 
quired  of  them.  They  are 
highly  respected  by  the  doc¬ 
tors.  who  frequently  consult 
them  on  what  treatment  pa¬ 
tients  should  be  given,  she 


says.  But  they  stfll  need  to  be 
assertive  and  stand  up  for 
themselves  in  the  company  of 
their  medical  colleagues. 

She  also  insists  that  nursing 
children  with  cancer  is  same- 
tiling  special.  “Adult  patients 
are  generally  much  the  same," 
she  says.  “But  with  children 
you  have  to  think  about  their 
ages  and  how  they  must  be 
addressed.  How  much  a  child 
is  allowed  to  know  is  realty  up 
to  the  parents,  although  of 
course  he  or  she  has  a  basic 
right  to  know. 

“If  one  of  them  asks  a 
question,  such  as  ‘am  I  going 
to  get  better?’  or  ‘am  I  going  to 
die?*,  one  has  to  try  to  give  an 
honest  answer.  One  answer  is 
to  ask  the  child  why  he  or  she 
is  asking." 
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Power  vacuum  in  Greece  persists  as  Mimi  keeps  hospital  vigil  for  ailing  Prime  Minister 


Papandreou’s  wife 

fights  to  ensure  her 
political  survival 


From  Michael  Binyon  in  Athens 
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MIMI  PAPANDREOU  has 
not  appeared  in  public  for 
three  weeks.  But.  from  inside 
the  Onassis  Cardiac  Centre 
where  she  has  immured  her¬ 
self  to  tend  her  critically  31 
husband,  the  former  air  host¬ 
ess  and  her  entourage  are 
manoeuvring  to  ensure  her 
political  survival  should  the 
Prime  Minister.  Andreas 
Papandreou,  die  or  be  re¬ 
moved  from  office. 

Her  chances  of  success  are 
slim.  The  contemptuous  lead¬ 
ership  of  Pasok,  the  ruling 
Socialist  party,  is  determined 
that  the  woman  who  had  an 
increasing  hold  over  her  ailing 
and  doling  husband,  76. 
should  play  no  pan  in  politics 
after  the  Papandreou  era. 

The  party  sees  her  as  an 
upstart  Like  the  Greek  public, 
Whose  earlier  amused  indul¬ 
gence  of  die  Prime  Minister's 
late  marriage  has  turned  to 
resentment.  Pasok  is  aghast  at 
the  Third  World  image  of  a 
Government  run  by  an  old 
man's  former  mistress. 

Mimi  has  not  succeeded  in 
finding  herself  a  parliamenta¬ 
ry  seat.  But  she  has  one  vital 
card:  die  refusal  of  her  hus¬ 
band  to  resign.  And  as  long  as 


he  is  alive,  there  is  no  clear 
method  for  removing  him. 

Senior  party  officials  are 
beginning  to  speak  openly  of 
the  need  to  end  the  political 
limbo.  But  as  Mr  Papan- 
dreou’s  precarious  health  im¬ 
proves  —  he  was  said  to  be 
speaking  to  his  advisers  yes¬ 
terday  after  a  tracheotomy  to 
ease  his  breathing  —  his 
ministers  are  wary  of  speak¬ 
ing  out 

Greece  is  now  paying  the 
price  for  decades  of  charisnut- 
ic  leadership.  Postwar  politics 
have  been  so  dominated  by 
three  forceful  men  —  Constan¬ 
tine  Karamanlis,  the  former 
Prime  Minister  and  President 
and  Mr  Papandreou  ami  his 
father,  George  —  that  other 
democratic  institutions  are 
enfeebled. 

All  decisions  have  been 
taken  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
Parliament  plays  only  a  minor 
role.  And  political  parties  are 
rarely  vehicles  created  by 
strong  individuals:  Mr  Kara- 
manks  founded  New  Democ¬ 
racy.  the  conservative  oppo¬ 
sition,  and  Mr  Papandreou 
founded  the  Panheuenic  So¬ 
cialist  Movement  in  1974. 

The  titanic  struggle  between 


the  two  also  led  to  the  emascu¬ 
lation  of  the  presidency;  it  was 
stripped  of  power  in  1985  by 
Mr  Papandreou  in  an  attempt 
to  force  out  President  Kara- 
irumlis.  There  are  now  no 
mechanisms  for  dealing  with 
the  present  power  vacuum. 

The  constitution  provides 
for  an  acting  Prime  Minister 
only  if  the  incumbent  resigns 
or  “is  not  present”  —  an 
ambiguous  phrase — and  does 
not  specify  for  how  long.  Mr 
Papandreou's  doctors  are  re¬ 
fusing  to  take  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  declaring  that  he  will 
never  recover  sufficient 
strength  to  resume  his  job. 

Unless  he  resigns,  he  cannot 
easily  be  removed.  And  Mimi. 
presumed  to  be  deriding  for 
him,  is  trying  to  strike  a  deal. 
She  wants  to  protect  her  pos¬ 
ition  and  Mr  Papandreou’s 
entourage,  knowing  that  they 
will  be  jettisoned  as  soon  as 
their  rivals  feel  strong  enough. 

Her  bargaining  chip  is 
Pasok ’s  need  for  unity.  It  is 
two  yean;  before  a  general 
election  is  due.  and  Pasok. 
whose  popularity  is  slipping, 
will  be  defeated  if  it  splits. 

Any  contender  wanting  the 
blessing  of  the  Papandreou 


Andreas  Papandreou  with  his  wife,  Mimi,  the  former  air  hostess.  Last  month  she  resisted  pressure  to  renounce  her  interest  in  a  political  career 


inheritance  may  propose,  in 
typically  Balkan  manner,  a 
future  role  for  the  widow. 
Such  a  deal  might  be  counte¬ 
nanced  by  Akis  Tsohatzo- 
poulos,  the  acting  Prime 
Minister.  long  a  colourless 
Papandreou  lieutenant.  But 
the  two  leading  contenders. 


Costas  Simitis,  the  former 
Industry  Minister,  and  Geras- 
simos  Arsenis,  the  Defence 
Minister,  are  unlikely  to  agree 
to  it  They  have  the  stronger 
hand  —  and  also  the  support 
of  Vasso  Papandreou,  the  for¬ 
mer  European  Commissioner, 
who  fell  out  with  Mr  Papan¬ 


dreou  (they  are  not  related)  tive  for  them  to  join  forces  —  Prime  Minister.  The  role  has 

and  was  left  out  of  the  Govern-  and  reject  Mimi  and  the  brought  her  some  respect  but 

ment  Identified  with  Pasok*s  populist  legacy  of  Mr  Papan-  no  political  leverage. 

pro-European  “progressive”  dreou.  Pasok  leaders  insist  that  the 

wing,  she  is  a  popular  poUti-  The  opposition  is  keeping  paralysis  cannot  continue, 

dan.  Polls  showed  that  only  quiet,  counting  on  a  Pasok  and  mat  sooner  or  later,  they 

she  and  Mr  Simitis  would  split  Mimi  is  also  playing  the  will  force  a  leadership  election 

defeat  New  Democracy  in  an  dutiful  wife  while  all  Greece  even  if  Mimi  holds  out  against 

election.  There  is  every  inoen-  sympathises  with  the  stricken  her  husband's  resignation. 


Prime  Minister.  The  role  has 
brought  her  some  respect  but 
no  political  leverage. 

Pasok  leaders  insist  that  the 
paralysis  cannot  continue, 
and  mat  sooner  or  later,  they 
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THE  third  air  disaster  in  a 
week  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  yesterday  put  the  safe¬ 
ty  standards  of  the  dozens  of 
small  private  airlines  under 
the  spotlighL 

An  aircraft  disappeared 
without  trace  20  minutes  be¬ 
fore  It  was  due  to  land  in 
Khabarovsk,  9,000  miles  east 
of  Moscow.  As  darkness  feU,  a 
search  for  it  was  called  off. 
Russian  television  reported 
that  there  were  89  passengers 
and  five  crew  on  board. 

The  Tupolev  TuI54  was 
operated  by  Khabarovsk  Air¬ 
lines.  one  of  foe  400 
“babyflot”  offshoots  that 
sprang  from  foe  monopoly 
Soviet  operator.  Aeroflot, 
after  deregulation.  A  ticket 
bought  in  an  Aeroflot  office 
often  leads  the  unsuspecting 
passenger  to  a  seat  in  one  of 
these  airlines. 

Air  fravd  was  bad  enough 
in  foe  Soviet  Union,  with 
frequent  delays,  grimy  air¬ 
ports  and  inedible  food  the 
standard  fare  on  most  jour¬ 
neys.  But  recently  there  had 
been  an  improvement  in  safe¬ 


ty.  Only  59  people  died  in  air 
crashes  in  foe  first  nine 
months  of  this  year,  com¬ 
pared  to  302  in  foe  whole  of 
1994.  Most  of  the  incidents 
occurred  in  the  new  airlines 
or  in  the  former  Soviet 
republics. 

“It  cannot  be.  safer  to  have 
hundreds  of  airlines,  rather 
than  a  smaller  number  of 
capitalised  airlines,”  said 
Peter  Smith,  an  aviation  ex¬ 
pert  with  foe  Moscow-based 
Kasparov  Consultant  firm, 
which  advises  Russian  avia¬ 
tion  chiefs.  “But  foe  industry 
is  improving" 

Azerbaijan  suffered  two  air 
disasters  this  week  in  a  re¬ 
minder  of  foe  problems  other 
former  Soviet  republics  face. 
On  Tuesday  a  Tul54’s  engines 
failed  shortly  after  takeoff  in 
foe  small  enclave  of  Nakhi¬ 
chevan  between  Armenia  and 
Turkey.  Forty-nine  people 
died  and  33  were  injured.  The 
crash  fits  a  pattern  with  two 
other  TuI54  crashes  this  year, 
in  Siberia  and  China,  where 
foe  starting  motor  is  thought 
to  have  malfunctioned. 
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Frailty  of  France 
heightens  Kohl 
angst  about  war 


IN  A  sign  of  the  nervousness 
gripping  France  and  Ger¬ 
many.  Helmut  Kohl  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  European  inte¬ 
gration  has  become  a  matter 
of  war  and  peace.  This  Cas¬ 
sandra-like  attitude  has  be¬ 
come  a  rhetorical  staple  for  the 
Chancellor:  he  appeals  to  the 
German  fear  of  war  as  it  is  the 
only  thing  that  out-trumps 
fear  of  losing  the  mark. 

Yet  behind  the  phrase,  de¬ 
ployed  in  a  parliamentary 
speed!  before  meeting  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac  there  is  a  deeper 
concern  and  real  historical 
resonance.  Herr  Kohl  and  M 
Chirac  are  meeting  on  the 
125th  anniversary  of  the  Fran¬ 
co- Prussian  war  which  gave 
flesh  to  the  expression 
Erbfeindschaft  —  the  tradi¬ 
tional  enmity  —  between  Ger¬ 
mans  and  French. 

No  street  names,  no  statues 
in  Germany  commemorate 
these  battlefields  though  they 
represent  some  of  Germany’s 
greatest  military  victories  for 
50  years  it  has  been  politically 
incorrect  to  mention  the  re 
peated  defeat  of  the  French. 

German  strength  vis  A  vis 
French  weakness,  part  of  the 
geopolitics  of  Europe,  has 
become  an  embarrassment  in 
times  of  peace.  During  the 
1968  revolt,  de  Gaulle  disap¬ 
peared  across  the  border  to 


The  German  Chancellor  is 
increasingly  haunted  by  the 
legacy  of  Bismarck,  writes 
Roger  Boyes  in  Baden-Baden 


Baden-Baden  to  seek  the  ad¬ 
vice,  and  perhaps  the  military 
backing,  of  his  old  friend 
General  Massu:  the  French 
leader  was  full  of  self-doubt, 
but  returned  with  his  confi¬ 
dence  apparently  restored, 
and  saw  off  the  strikes. 

Then,  and  again  in  1986, 
Germany  could  be  relatively 
sanguine  about  the  chaos  in 
France.  Little  was  demanded 
apart  from  repeated  state¬ 
ments  of  trust  in  the  French 
Government.  A  similar  tone 
was  struck  by  Herr  Kohl 
yesterday,  who  talked  of 
standing  “shoulder  to  shoul¬ 
der’  with  the  French. 

But  1995  is  different  The 
mutual  dependencies  between 
France  and  Germany  —  multi¬ 
plied  by  the  single  European 
marker  —  mean  Germany  is 
inevitably  sucked  into  the 
crisis  in  Paris. 

There  is  little  doubt  in  Bonn 
that  European  monetary 
union  (EMU)  could  die  on  the 
streets  of  France.  Yet  the 
support  that  can  be  offered  by 


the  German  Government  is 
limited — it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  Herr  Kohl  to  shore  up  the 
franc,  allowing  France  to  cut 
interest  rates. 

Open  criticism  of  French 
nudear  testing  can  be  muf¬ 
fled,  common  ground  empha¬ 
sised.  but  for  the  most  part 
Germany  is  a  helpless  specta¬ 
tor  of  events  across  the  border. 
The  result  is  the  biggest  bluff 
of  all:  the  publidy  stated 
conviction  that  France  will  be 
able  to  meet  the  EMU  entry 
criteria  on  time. 

Herr  Kohl's  war-and-peace 
imagery  is  based  on  an  in¬ 
creasingly  gloomy  world  view. 
For  all  his  talk  of  a  glittering 
European  future,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  has  become  a  Kultur- 
pessimist.  He  believes  that  if 
EMU  fails  because  of  French 
weakness,  the  German  econo¬ 
my  will  end  up  dominating 
Europe  within  a  decade. 

That  will  sow  discord.  Al¬ 
ready  yesterday  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  of  "the  envy  and  jealousy 
of  our  neighbours”.  Coalitions 


Mubarak 


party  wins 
landslide 


Final  results  gave  the  ruling 
National  Democratic  Party 
headed  by  President  Mubarak 
a  predictably  sweeping  victory 
in  Egyptian  elections  over¬ 
shadowed  by  15  deaths  and1' 
allegations  of  rampant  vote- . 
rigging  (Christopher  Walker 
writes).  ' ,  -  , 

“From  the  start,  the  whole 
thing  was  ridiculous,"  said 
Ibrahim  Abaza,  deputy  secre¬ 
tary-general  of  the  liberal 
Waffl,  the  main  opposition 
party,  which  won  only  six  of 
the  444  seats. 

The  ruling  party  won  317 
seats.  Independents,  many  of 
whom  support  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  won  114  seats. 


Military  linked 
to  bomb  attack 


Helmut  Kohl  and  President  Chirac  toast  the  future  of  Franro-German  relations  in  Baden-Baden  yesterday 


wiD  form  against  Germany, 
there  will  be  a  return  to  the 
balanceof-power  system  — 
and  perhaps  to  war. 

When  Herr  Kohl  speaks  in 
this  way,  he  does  so  not  so 
much  out  of  professional 
training  —  he  is  a  historian  — 
nor  oat  of  chronic  German 
self-doubt.  Rather  it  is  because 
he  has  taken  seriously  the 
constant  comparison  between 
himself  and  Bismarck,  the 


founder  of  the  first  united 
Germany.  “Bismarck  in  a 
cardigan**  is  how  one  com¬ 
mentator  described  him.  and 
certainly  both  share  the  fear  of 
anti-German  coalition. 

In  an  1882  speech  to  the 
Reichstag,  Bismarck  said: 
“The  polar  direction  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  bayonets  is  the  centre 
of  Europe.  We  stand  in  die 
centre  of  Europe  and  as  a 
result  of  our  geographic  situa¬ 


tion  and  as  a  result  of  all  of 
European  history,  we  are  the 
preferred  targets  of  the  coali¬ 
tions  erf  other  powers." 

At  the  time  a  deputy  inter¬ 
rupted:  “You  are  suffering 
from  the  nightmare  of  coali¬ 
tion.”  Bismarck  replied:  “This 
nightmare  will  remain  a  very 
logical  one  for  a  German 
minister  for  a  long  time  and 
perhaps  for  ever."  Soon 
enough  Bismarck's  nightmare 


became  the  fear  that  France 
would  launch  a  "war  of 
revenge". 

The  cardiganed  Bismarck 
need  not,  at  -least,  fear  that 
Instead  he  fears  that  the  frailty 
of  France,  rather  than  its 
strength,  is  a  real  threat  to 
Europe.  "The  real  danger  for 
Germany.”  said  a  senior  dip¬ 
lomat  yesterday,  “is  the  gap 
between  French  public  postur¬ 
ing  and  its  true  weakness." 


The  Argentine  judicial  inquiry 
into  the  bombing  last  year  of  a 
Jewish  community  building  in- 
Buenos  Aires,  which  killed  86 
people,  has  found  evidence, 
that  the  attack  was  carried  out 
by  right-wing  military  officers 
rather  than  Muslim  funda¬ 
mentalists  (Gabriella  Gamini 
writes).  Judge  Juan  Jose 
GaJdano.  heading  the  investi¬ 
gation,  has  ordered  the  arrest 
of  15  suspects. 


Interview  for 


Commission  urges  Britain  to  join  new  pact  for  monetary  stability 


OJ  Simpson 
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From  Charles  Bremner 
in  BRUSSE1S 
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De  Silguy: 
track  for  I 


EMU  on 
Haunch 


The  European  Commission 
aims  to  propose  by  next  spring 
a  “stability  pad”  for  ensuring 
monetary  discipline  among  all  15 
European  Union  members  and 
wants  Britain  to  take  part  according 
to  Yves-Thibault  de  Silguy,  the 
Commissioner  for  Economic  and 
Monetary  Affairs. 

The  Commission  is  seeking  to  link 
a  version  of  the  controversial  plan, 
promoted  by  Germany,  for  ensuring 
stability  inside  monetary  union  with 
its  own  scheme  for  a  new  system 
binding  European  monetary  union 
(EMU)  members  with  EU  states  that 
do  not  join.  M  de  Silguy  added.  In 
Italy  on  Wednesday,  John  Major 
rejected  the  idea  of  Britain  joining 
any  new  currency  mechanism.  “It  is 


in  the  interest  of  the  British  not  to 
have  currencies  fluctuate,”  M  de 
Silguy  told  The  Times.  “It  will  be  up 
to  them  to  deride.  We  will  not  impose 
anything,  but  on  the  face  of  it  I  do  not 
see  any  British  interest  in  not 
playing  for  monetary  stability." 

Britain  could  not  escape  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  EMU.  “Even  if  they  stay 
on  the  outside,  it  will  have  an  effect 
on  them  and  it  is  up  to  them  to 
measure  the  elements."  The  Com¬ 
mission  would  produce  its  scheme 
by  Easter. 

In  a  wide-ranging  interview,  M  de 
Silguy  also  accused  critics  in  Britain. 
France  and  Germany  of  distorting 
the  nature  of  the  project  for  domestic 
reasons.  EMU  was  on  tirade  at  least 
eight  members  were  likely  to  qualify 
and  there  was  no  reason  to  consider 
delaying  the  scheduled  launch  of  the 
single  currency  on  January  1, 1999.  A 


former  adviser  to  Jacques  Chirac 
when  he  was  French  Prime  Minister 
in  the  1980s.  M  de  SQguy  said  that 
the  unrest  in  France  was  no  source  of 
alarm.  “For  us  in  Brussels,  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  about  the 
credibility  of  the  policy  followed  by 
the  French  Government” 

The  Commission's  stability 
scheme  is  an  attempt  to  head  off  the 
disruption  that  Mr  Major  and  other 
leaders  foresee  if  monetary  union 
goes  ahead  with  only  a  few  states. 


President  Chirac  wants  to  tie 
non-members  into  some  sys¬ 
tem  to  avoid  “competitive 
devaluations”  by  Britain  and  others 
which  would  penalise  EMU  mem¬ 
bers.  Mr  Major  says  that  the  likely 
upheaval  is  cause  for  considering  a 
delay  and  will  call  on  fellow  leaders 
at  the  Madrid  summit  next  week  to 


order  a  study.  Federal-minded  offici¬ 
als  see  this  as  sabotage. 

Germany  has  upset  most  of  the 
others  by  proposing  fierce  fines  on 
stales  that  ran  up  budget  deficits 
beyond  the  tight  criteria  laid  down  at 
Maastricht  Such  a  pact  would  make 
no  sense  if  it  engaged  only  a  handful 
of  members,  M  de  SQguy  said.  Any 
new  “notice  for  applying  Maas¬ 
tricht”  would  have  to  encompass 
countries  in  and  outside  EMU.  “You 
cannot  have  a  pact  of  budgetary 
stability  if  at  the  same  time  we  do  not 
have  a  monetary'  stability  pact” 

M  de  Silguy  struck  his  habitual 
optimistic  tone  despite  a  tough 
autumn.  Signs  of  German  cold  feet 
French  upheaval  and  the  hostility  of 
British  Eurosceptics  have  made  for 
new  uncertainty.  He  said  with  a 
smile  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
Bernard  Connolly,  the  British  EC 


official  who  has  been  suspended  for 
denouncing  EMU  in  his  book  The 
Rotten  Heart  of  Europe. 

M  de  SQguy,  47,  acknowledged 
that  his  task  was  to  champion  EMU, 
but  said  he  was  not  guilty  of  “naivety 
or  excessive  optimism”.  His  job  was 
to  encourage  the  countries  making 
an  effort  to  win  membership.  “It 
would  be  so  much  easier  to  puli  out 
figures  and  say.  Well,  since  there  is 
some  uncertainty  1  wonder  if  things 
are  very  sure’,"  he  said. 

In  Madrid,  the  EU  lead  era  would 
clear  the  three  points  biodung  a  final 
countdown  to  the  single  currency,  he 
added.  These  are:  the  choice  of  a 
name,  the  precise  date  in  early  1998 
at  which  the  membera  are  to  be 
decided  and  the  matter  of  whether 
government  bonds  should  be  de>- 
nominated  in  the  single  currency 
from  the  moment  of  its  launch. 


Los  Angeles:  O.  J.  Simpson, 
the  former  American  football¬ 
er,  has  promised  his  first  full- 
length  interview  since  his 
double-murder  acquittal  to 
Greta  van  Susteren,  of  Cable 
News  Network  (Giles  Whittdl 
writes).  Mr  Simpson,  whose 
legal  bills  are  estimated  at  $6 
million  (£3.9  million),  is  also 
reported  to  be  planning  to 
release  a  video  that  could  earn 
him  $10  million. 


Vigilante  leads 
Nablus  march 


Nablus:  Ahmed  Tabouk.  head . 
of  a  feared  Palestinian  vigilan¬ 
te  gang.  led  his  armed  men  in 
a  march  in  this  West  Bank 
town,  firing  into  the  air  to- 
disprove  Israeli  radio  reports 
that  he  had  been  seriously 
wounded.  Israeli  troops  re-' 
sponded  with  teargas.  jAPj 
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the  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8  1995  _ _ FRENCH  STRIKES 

Juppe  cancels  trip  to  Franco-German  summit  and  appoints  mediator  for  railway  dispute 


- >  —  JL 

Unions  keep  up 
strike  pressure 
but  hint  at  talks 

From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


ALAIN  JUPPE,  the  French 
Prune  Minister,  cancelled 
pk*ris  to  attend  the  Franco- 
German  summit  yesterday  as 
France  faced  a  fresh  rash  of 
strikes  and  demonstrations. 

lo  an  attempt  to  find  a  way 
out  of  the  conflict  with  striking 
railway  workers,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  designated  Jean  Mart- 
eoli,  the  widely-respected 
president  of  the  consultative 
Economic  and  Soda]  Council, 
to  act,  as  a  mediator  on  the 
question  of  overhauling  the 
state-owned  rail  network. 

Jacques  Barrot,  the  Soda! 
Affairs  Minister,  invited  the 
unions  to  a  series  of  meetings 
on  soda!  security  reforms 
beginning  on  Saturday,  but 
their  leaders  replied  with  calls 
for  more  and  bigger  strikes. 

The  two-week  transport 
strike  spread  to  airline  staff 
yesterday  as  public  sector 
workers  took  to  the  streets 
once  again  to  protest  at  M 
Juppe’s  planned  overhaul  of 
the  indebted  welfare  system. 

The  turnout  in  Paris  was 
small  compared  with  recent 
shows  of  force,  but  elsewhere 
in  France  some  rallies  were 
the  biggest  since  1968:  more 
than  40.000  people  in  Tou¬ 


louse.  35.000  in  Bordeaux,  and 
30.000  in  Marseilles.  Scuffles 
erupted  between  riot  police 
and  youths  in  several  dries, 
but  violence  was  limited. 

The  Government  conceded 
that  the  public  sector  strike 
was  expanding.  On  Tuesday, 
just  10  per  ceni  of  the  country’s 
2-2  million  civil  servants  an¬ 
swered  a  strike  call,  while  the 
proportion  of  strikers  yester¬ 
day  had  climbed  to  36.7  per 
cent  The  strike  has  not  spread 
with  any  force  to  the  private 
sector,  however,  despite  re¬ 
peated  calls  from  union 
leaders. 

The  franc  strengthened  and 
the  stock  market  rose  yester¬ 
day  as  financial  markets 
showed  renewed  confidence  in 
the  Government's  ability  to 
ride  our  the  storm.  The  Bank 
of  France  yesterday  reduced 
one  of  its  key  interest  rates,  as 
a  third  of  its  staff  went  on 
strike. 

Marc  Blondel,  the  head  of 
the  Force  Ouvrfere  and  one  of 
the  principal  motivators  Df  the 
strike,  called  for  direct  and 
personal  negotiations  with  the 
Prime  Minister  rather  than 
“consultations"  with  his  min¬ 
isters.  Union  leaders  had  in- 


Europe’s  young 
eager  to  join 
‘historic’  protest 

By  Ben  Macintyre  and  Oliver  August 


A  TINY  contingent  of  British 
supporters  stood  in  awe  in  the 
Latin  Quarter  of  Paris  yester¬ 
day  as  thousands  of  French 
strikers  filed  past,  waving 
lighted  torches,  setting  off  fire 
crackers  and  demanding  the 
resignation  of  Alain  Juppe, 
the  Prime  Minister. 

"We  came  over  to  show 
solidarity  with  .tour  French 
comrades,*'  said  Vicky  Mor¬ 
ris.  one  of  four  representatives 
of  the  Welfare  State  Network, 
which  is  dedicated,  in  her 
words,  “to  defending  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  welfare  state,  even 
in  France”. 

Gordon  Campbell,  a  stu¬ 
dent  from  Barnet  north 
,  London,  derided  on  the  spur 
of  foe  moment  to  spend  his 
university  holidays  in  Paris. 
“When  you  read  about  the 
rioting  of  1789  or  1968,  you 

think,  gosh.  I  _ 

wish  I  had  been  ,  ’ 
there.  I  am  not  •  Hell 

one  for  climbing  or  pa 

onto  ■  barricades  ■  U1  rA 
but  at  least  this  the : 

time.  1  •  was  - *"1 
there."  cap! 

Students  from  cvctpir 

other  parts  of  sy^11 

Europe  also  fighl 

joined  their  Pari- 
sian  counter 
parts  in.  the-  demonstrations 
they  hoped  would  be  reminis¬ 
cent  of  the  historic  1968  stu¬ 
dent  riots. 

The  German  gang  came  to 
foe  French  capital  with  plenty 
of  experience  in  street  fight¬ 
ing.-  During  ■-  the  1980s 
Germany  was  repeatedly 
shaken  by  outbreaks  of  left- 
wing  violence.  Holger  Strath- 
mann.  a  veteran  of  the  street 
battles  fought  in  protest 
against  nud ear  power,  and 
his  friend,  Jorg  Roster,  have 
no  romantic  notions  of  seeing 
history  in  the  malting.  "Ham¬ 
burg  or  Paris,  it's  the  same 

capitalist  system  we  are  fight¬ 
ing,"  Herr  Strathmamt  said. 
“We  cannot  allow  the  elites  do 

whal  they  want  And  we  are 
not  afraid  of  the  French  riot 
police."  , 

Also  in  Pans  was  a  group  of 
students  from  Maastricht  the 
{Belgian  city  where  the  treaty 
on  European  monetary  union 
was  signed,  and  which,  some 
commentators  say,  is  foe  real 
reason  behind  the  French 
Government's  tough  stance. 

The  British  contingent  —  a 
student;  a  printer,  a  teacher 
and  a.-hausewife — arrived  on 
Wednesday  night  Its  first  - 
experience  of  foe  French 
transport  strike  was  not  a 

pleasant  one.  "We  had  to  walk 


C  Hamburg 
or  Paris,  it’s 
;  the  same 
capitalist 
system  we  are 
fighting  ? 


from  the  airport  to  Care  du 
Nord.  It  took  five  hours.  It 
was  freezing,”  Ms  Moms 
said. 

For  the  second  time  In  a 
week,  students  and  public 
sector  workers  joined  forces  to 
march  through  Paris,  tying 
up  foe  already  impossible 
traffic  and  bringing  fresh 
pressure,  to  bear  on  the 
Government  . 

More  than  .3CMXK)  demon-,, 
strators  took  to  foe  Paris'* 
streets  on  Tuesday;  not  much 
•  more  than  half  that  number 
were  out  in  protest  on  the  Left 
Bank  yesterday,  in  a  demon¬ 
stration  limited  to  the  Paris 
area  and  not  including  the 
suburbs.  But  while  foe  protest* 
was  smaller,  it  was  also 
angrier. 

“We’Ve  got  to  stop  this 
Juppe  and  we  wilL”  said  one 

_  student  as  he 

pushed  a  wheej- 
iburg  chair  with  a  lot- 

tering  metal 
IS,  11  s  gibbet  from 

ime  which  an  effigy 

of  the  Prime 
allSt  -  Minister  dan- 
urp  ar-p  giedL  “This  is 

weare  bigger  than -68,” 

ng  ?  he  said,  referring 

to  the  student-  1 
worker  riots  that  ( 
took  place,  on  a  rough  cakuia-  : 
tion,  ten  years  before  he  was 
born.  I 

.  The  students  in  foe  streets  ! 
yesterday  are  a  for  cry  from  j 
their  rebellious  forebears  of 
*68.  While  the  talk  may  be  of 
bringing  down"  foe  Govern¬ 
ment,  their  concerns  are  more 
economic  than  ideological 

“I  want  to  get  a  good  job 
and  X  want  a  good  education, 
and  if-  we  don’t  get  more 
teachers  and  classrooms  I 
won’t  get  either,"  said  Fran¬ 
cois  Millat,  a  student  at  Paris 
university. 

As  tension  mounts  in  the 
standoff  between  the  Govern- 
mem  and' unions,  the  strikers 
are  faffing  into  a  routine. 
Street  vendors  bring  mobile 
kitchens  to  ward  off  the 
marchers’  hunger  in  foe  in¬ 
tense  cold,  foe  banners  carry 
familiar  messages  and  the 
strike  leaders  are  well  re¬ 
hearsed  as  they  lead  the 
chanting  from  public  address 
systems  mounted  on  cars. 

As  the  march  dispersed,  two 
students  held  up  a  banner 
declaring ;  "Juppfethorc  we 
have  more  than  two  million  in 
the  streets" — a  reference  to  M 
Juppe’s  earlier  remark  that  if 
that  number  came  out  in 
protest,  his  Government 
would  resign.  • 


RUSSIAN  ELECTIONS 

On  December  17. 


Federation totbestme - - _ .  - 

have  foe  federation,  15  Kensington  Palace 

sssxSsxssssssssrr. 

Russian  Consulate  General,  58  . 


sisfed  that  foe  Jupp£  plan  be 
withdrawn,  but  foe  new  em¬ 
phasis  on  "negotiations"  —  a 
word  foe  Prime  Minister  has 
refused  to  utter  —  may  be  a 
sign  that  they  are  also  increas¬ 
ingly  anxious  to  find  a  way 
out. 

For  the  first  time  M  Blonde! 
has  talked  of  an  end  to  the 
protest.  "A  good  strike  is  a 
strike  that  does  not  last,  and 
which  produces  something," 
he  said. 

M  Barrot  said  it  was  "not 
inconceivable"  that  M  Juppe 
might  agree  to  a  personal 
meeting  with  strike  leaders, 
but  other  ministers  echoed  M 
Juppe's  insistence  that  while 
the  door  is  open  to  “discus¬ 
sion"  on  such  critical  issues  as 
pension  benefits,  foe  Govern¬ 
ment  would  not  back  down 
from  its  determined  stand  to 
reform  welfare  and  reduce 


Riot  police  confront  stone-throwing  miners  yesterday  in  Freyming-Meriebach,  northeast  France.  Several  officers  and  protesters  were  injured 


deficits  in  order  to  meet  the 
timetable  for  European  mone¬ 
tary  union. 

Air  traffic  controllers  began 
a  24-hour  strike  yesterday, 
and  Orly  airport,  outside  Par¬ 
is.  was  closed  briefly  as  police 
used  teargas  to  disperse  pro¬ 
testers  attempting  to  block 
runways.  Cabin  staff  at  Air' 


France  and  the  domestic  Air 
Inter  carrier  also  began  a  one- 
day  strike. 

Proresting  miners,  demand¬ 
ing  increased  pay  and  welfare 
benefits,  clashed  with  riot 
police  in  the  northeastern 
town  of  Freyming-Merlebach, 
leaving  several  protesters  and 
police  injured.  Nearly  50  per 


cent  of  teachers  and  other 
education  workers  stopped 
work  yesterday,  dosing  thou¬ 
sands  of  schools. 

A  third  of  all  telephone 
company  employees  were  also 
on  strike,  along  with  many 
postal,  gas  and  electricity 
workers,  and  local  govern¬ 
ment  staff.  National  student 


unions  called  for  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  strike,  but  students 
at  several  striking  universities 
have  now  voted  to  return  to 
classes. 

Nicole  Notat  the  head  of  foe 
moderate  CFDT,  France’s 
largest  union,  bluntly  de¬ 
clared  yesterday  that  "there 
are  no  longer  reasons  to 


strike".  While  Paris  was  still 
saturated  with  rush-hour  traf¬ 
fic  jams  yesterday,  there  are 
signs  that  foe  alternative 
transport  laid  on  by  foe  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  slowly  reducing  the 
chaos. 

Parisians  are  at  last  starting 
to  adapt  to  life  without  trains.' 
the  Metro  and  bus  services. 
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7famm  gets  perfect 

PC  PACKAGE  FROM  ESCOM 


MAN  FROM  ESCOM  EXPLAINS  HOW 
TO  CHOOSE  THE  BIGHT  SYSTEM 


The  Man  from  ESCOM 
has  decided  to  give  it 
to  you  straight,  and  take 
ail  the  confusion  out  of 
choosing  and  buying  a  PC 
that's  exactly  right  for 
your  family's  needs. 


“ You'd  be  surprised 
jus/  ho  ir  HU  le  people 
know  about  all  this 
modern  technology  "  «aid 
the  PC  troubleshooter.  “ One 
or  mi/  customers  didn’t 
erett  know  that  PC  stood 
fur  Personal  Computer. 
But  who  eon  Id  blame  him 
irht’u  most  PC  retailers 
take  for  g ranted  that 
their  customers  know  as 
much  as  them.  Except 
for  ESCOM  that  is.  Our 
helpful,  friendly  staff 
will  guide  and  ad  rise  you 


eeery  step  or  the  way. 
They’re  not  Just  interested 
in  makiny  a  sale,  they're 
here  to  make  sure  yon  don't 
end  up  with  a  system  that 
witt  be  obsolete  in  the 
future,  or  is  over  or.  under 
powered  for  your  needs. " 

So,  if  you're  a  family 
whose  kids  need  a  PC  that 
ean  educate  and  entertain 
while  you  take  care  of 
business,  check  out  ESC-OM's 
amazing  deal  on  the 
COMMODORE  multimedia 
system  below. 
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THE  COMPLETE  FAMILY  MULTIMEDIA  SYSTEM 


Games,  homework, 
business,  entertainment 
Von  name  it,  the 
Commodore  multimedia  PC 
can  handle  it  with  ease. 

With  a  slat e-of-lh e-art 
inlef  Pentium'  Processor  chip 
inside  and  speedy  CD  drive 
to  run  all  the  latest  software, 
(his  system  has  the  power  to 
handle  all  your  family's 
needs.  And  when  connected 
up  to  the  Commodore  1P33D0 
Printer,  ft  can  produce 
homework,  business  documents 
and  even  your  own  works  of 
art  in  glorious  colour. 

(fp> 

Pentium* 
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C-commoDore 


COLOUR  INKJET  PRINTER 


£1360.S5 

+VAT 


■  Intel  75MHz  Pentium*  iP3300  Colour  inkjet  Printer 
Processor  ■  1Gb  Hard  Disk  "  Quad  Speed  CD  ROM  Drive 
Drive  ■  8Mb  RAM  ■  3.5"  Floppy  ■  Plus  Various  Software  titles 
Disk  Drive "1G  Bit  Sound  Card  ■  Keyboard  ■  12  Months 

■  14"  Monitor  ■  Commodore  On-site  Warranty 

Cash  Price 

£15 
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Tigers  reject  offer 
of  amnesty  and 
seek  new  fighters 


From  Christopher  Thomas  in  batticaloa 


THE  Tamil  Tigers*  rejection  of 
an  amnesty  by  the  Sri  Lankan 
Government  was  followed 
yesterday  by  the  appearance 
of  thousands  of  posters  in 
Tiger-controlled  areas,  urging 
boys  of  14  and  over  to  join  the 
war.  The  rebels  plan  to  intens¬ 
ify  the  12-year  uprising  with  a 
nationwide  guerrilla  cam- 
paign.  Colombo,  die  capital, 
will  be  a  primary  target. 

The  Government's  euphoria 
at  humiliating  the  rebels  by 
forcing  them  out  of  Jaffna 
City,  their  stronghold  for  five 
years,  may  be  short-lived. 
With  no  citadel  left  to  protect, 
the  fighters  are  free  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  what  made  them 
famous:  terrorism.  Far  from 
bringing  peace,  the  seizure  of 
Jaffna  may  escalate  the  war. 

The  Government  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  sliding  into  greater 
political,  military  and  eco¬ 
nomic  confusion.  The  Sinha¬ 
lese-dominated  National 
Assembly  is  certain  to  attack 
devolution  proposals  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga,  which  were 
meant  to  give  Tamils  virtual 
sovereignty  in  the  North  and 
East. 

This  will  further  isolate  the 
2J5  million  Tamils,  12  per  cent 
of  the  population.  They  have 
already  been  hurt  by  the  fall  of 
the  traditional  centre  of  Tamil 
culture  and  learning,  and 
many  feel  defeated  and  hu¬ 
miliated.  A  broken  presiden¬ 
tial  promise  would  bring  a 
sense  of  betrayal 

The  Government  has  no 
dear  answer  about  what  to  da 
next,  although  it  knows  it 
cannot  secure  the  two  thirds 
majority  in  the  National  As¬ 


sembly  necessary  to  approve 
Mrs  Kumaratunga's  devolu¬ 
tion  plan. 

There  will  be  grave  military 
consequences  for  taking  Jaff¬ 
na.  The  100.000-strong  array 
is  recruiting  10,000  more  men 
to  defend  the  city  and  pursue 
the  Tigers  in  their  new  hide¬ 
outs.  The  economic  cost  of  the 
war,  already  more  titan 
£650,000  a  day.  will  escalate. 

Jafiha  is  a  ghost  town:  there 
is  no  one  there  to  govern. 
Many  view  the  Sinhalese 
army  as  an  occupation  force  in 
what  was  a  de  facto  Tamil 
homeland,  ff  civilians  do  not 
return  in  large  numbers  the 
Government  will  have 
achieved  nothing  of  any  im¬ 
portance.  save  for  forcing  the 
Tigers  to  move  from  one  place 
to  another  and  denying  them 
their  parallel  government.  If 
civilians  flock  back,  the  Tigers 
will  be  a  defeated  force.  They 
will  do  their  utmost  to  stop 
that  happening,  if  necessary 
by  violence. 


Mrs  Kumaratun; 
for  devolution  d 


Moderate  Tamil  political 
parties  are  in  a  quandary.  All 
found  it  necessary  to  dissoci¬ 
ate  themselves  from  the  siege 
of  Jaffna:  to  be  seen  support¬ 
ing  the  Government  that  put 
Sinhalese  soldiers  in  the  Tamil 
heartland  may  prove  an  un¬ 
tenable  political  contortion. 
Two  of  the  parties  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  coalition  Govern¬ 
ment,  whose  survival  depends 
on  them. 

The  capture  of  Jaffna  has 
security  implications  for  the 
rest  of  Sri  Lanka.  The  rebels 
will  base  themselves  in.  other 
parts  of  the  Jaffna  peninsula, 
as  well  as  in  the  Eastern 
Province  and  parts  of  the 
northern  mainland.  While 
protecting  their  homeland 
they  acted  more  like  a  conven¬ 
tional  army,  but  now  they  are 
full-time  guerrillas  again.  Sti¬ 
fling  new  security  measures  in 
Colombo  are  a  sign  of  the  fear 
of  guerrilla  attacks.  Tourists 
will  stay  away,  hurting  the 
economy. 

The  victory  in  Jaffna  City 
may  have  far-reaching  conse¬ 
quences.  The  two  communi¬ 
ties  may  be  further  divided: 
war  costs  will  soar:  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  credibility  may  suffer 
and  terrorism  will  escalate. 

The  Government  is  trying  to 
reassure  Tamils  that  they  are 
safe,  in  the  hope  of  enticing 
them  away  from  the  protection 
of  the  Tigers.  So  far.  so  good. 
But  Mrs  Kumaratunga's  re as¬ 
surances  are  unlikely  to  over¬ 
come  the  legacy  of  fear  left  by 
recent  history,  in  particular 
the  1983  anti-Tamil  riots.  Tam¬ 
ils  are  fearful:  the  promises  of 
a  Sinhalese  President  have  . 
done  nothing  to  ease  that  fear. 


Galileo  set  for  Jupiter  orbit 


By  Anjana  Ahum 


THE  Galileo  spacecraft  was 
bring  manoeuvred  into  orbit 
around  Jupiter  last  night 
spelling  an  end  to  its  troubled 
six-year  voyage  to  the  planet 
Simultaneously,  a  probe  re¬ 
leased  from  the  spacecraft  last 
July  also  made  its  descent  into  -, 
the  gaseous  planet,  becoming 
the  first  visitor  to  drop  into 


any  of  the  giant  gas  planets 
which  orbit  the  far  readies  of 
the  solar  system. 

Mission  controllers  were 
awaiting  news  of  the  two 
events  yesterday.  “We’re  on 
the  edge  of  our  seats  because 
both  probe  entry  and  engine 
firing  (part  of  the  orbit  ma¬ 
noeuvre)  are  crucial,”  said 
Franklin  O’Donnell,  at  tile 
mission  control  centre  in  the 


Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  at 
Pasadena.  California. 

Others  were  more  relaxed. 
“I  would  be  surprised  if  noth¬ 
ing  worked  but  also  surprised 
if  everything  worked  perfect¬ 
ly,"  admitted  Professor  Fred 
Taylor  from  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity,  who  has  been  involved  in 
the  mission  for  20  years. 


Galileo  mission,  page  18 
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Scientists  in  Miami  Florida,  use  a 
scanner,  above  left,  to  look  inside  a 
70-mfllkm-year-old  fossilised  dino¬ 
saur  egg.  The  scan  revealed  an 
embryo  in  the  early  stages  of  develop¬ 
ment,  above  rigid.  The  light  areas 
indicate  the  beginning  of  bone  dev¬ 
elopment  The  scientists  bad  hoped  to 
find  a  late-stage,  folly  developed 
embryo  with  a  complete  skeleton  that 
would  have  helped  them  to  under¬ 
stand  the  evolution  of  the 
Saltasaurns,  left,  a  long-necked  herbi- 


Dinosaur’s  egg 
reveals  embryo 


vore  that  roamed  South  America 
during  the  Cretaceous  period,  the  last 
of  three  dinosaur  eras.  Dr  Edward 
Petoch,  Professor  of  Palaeontology 
at  Florida  Atlantic  University,  said: 
"It  was  a  young  embryo,  much  to  our 
sadness:  It  wasn’t  a  freshly  laid  egg 


but  It  was  only  a  few  weeks  old."  The 
egg,  discovered  about  six  months  ago 
in  northwestern  Argentina,  was  com¬ 
pletely  fossilised  and  imhatirfaed..Otfa- 
cr  dinosaur  eggs  have  been  found 
intact,  but  they  are  rare,  and  this  was 
believed  to  be  the  best  example  of  a 
Saltasaurns  egj  ever  found.  It  was  the 
size  of  a  bowling  bafl.  Dr  Petudi  ■ 
remained  confident  however.  “One 
of  the  eggs  they  find  one  of  these  years 
will  have  a  completely  developed 
skeleton  in  it"  he  said.  (Reuter)  - 
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Rabin’s  widow  uses  U  S  visit  to 
launch  career  as  peace  envoy 


Tokyo:  Tomiichi  Murayama, 
the  Japanese  Prime  Minister, 
took  legal  action  yesterday  to 
force  Okinawan  landowners 
to  renew  leases  on  land  used 
by  the  US  military  after 
failing  to  convince  them  to  do 
so  voluntarily. 

Mr  Murayama  sued  Oki¬ 
nawa's  Governor.  Masahide 
Ota,  after  he  rejected  Mr 
Murayama's  recommenda¬ 
tion  on  Tuesday  that  he  sign 
an  order  forcing  the  landown¬ 
ers  to  renew  contracts.  Yester¬ 
day’s  suit  paves  the  way  for 
Mr  Murayama  to  sign  the 
order  himself. 

Okinawans'  longstanding 
bitter  feelings  towards  the 
heavy  US  military  presence 
flared  up  following  the  abduc¬ 
tion  and  rape  of  an  Okinawan 
schoolgirl  in  September- 
Three  US  servicemen  are 
currently  on  triaL  (API 


From  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


LEAH  RABIN,  transformed 
from  aloof  political  wife  io 
the  most  influential  woman  in 
Israel,  left  for  the  United 
States  last  night  to  launch  her 
new  role  as  world  ambassador 
for  the  peace  policy  for  which 
her  husband  Yitzhak  gave 
his  life. 

On  Sunday,  alongside  A1 
Gore,  the  American  Vice-Pres¬ 
ident,  and  Shimon  Peres,  the 
new  Israeli  Prime  Minister, 
she  will  address  a  rally  in  her 
husband's  memory  at  New 
York's  Madison  Square 
Garden  that  has  been  criti¬ 
cised  by  American  Jews  as 
aimed  at  further  isolating  the 
Israeli  Right  Then  will  come  a 
papal  audience  in  Rome. 

Mrs  Rabin.  67,  has  emerged 
from  her  recent  blanket  expo¬ 
sure  to  the  media  with  her 


popularity  enhanced.  In  re¬ 
cent  days,  there  have  been 
suggestions  that  she  should 
either  be  given  a  leading  role 
in  the  Labour  Party  for  next 
year's  general  election,  be 
appointed  Ambassador  to 
Washington,  or  even  be  nomi¬ 
nated  to  succeed  Ezer 
Weizman  as  President. 

Before  leaving  for  America, 
accompanied  by  daughter 
Dalia  and  son  Yuval,  Mrs 
Rabin,  whose  dignified  com¬ 
posure  during  the  30-day  tra¬ 
ditional  mourning  period  has 
led  to  comparisons  with  Jac¬ 
queline  Kennedy,  did  not  rule 
out  the  possibility  of  entering 
politics,  but  said  it  was  too 
early  to  deride.  “She  definitely 
has  the  ingredients  to  be  a 
leader  in  her  own  right,"  her 
daughter  told  Israel  television. 


“She  was  always  the  optimist 
in  the  family  and  played  a 
much  more  significant  role 
than  was  attributed  to  her 
over  the  years." 

Some  officials  of  the  Labour 
Party,  which  does  not  have  a 
woman  among  its  senior  fig¬ 
ures,  are  convinced  that  Mrs 
Rabin  could  help  attract  voters 
in  the  poll  scheduled  for  next 
October  by  emphasising  its 
commitment  to  her  husband’s 
legacy.  "Tills  could  be  signifi¬ 
cant  because  in  the  Hebrew 
calendar  the  anniversary  of 
his  assassination  will  occur 
only  three  days  before  voting," 
one  said. 

By  inviting  CNN  into  the 
family  home  immediately 
after  the  funeral,  Mrs  Rabin, 
previously  regarded  by  many  • 
Israelis  as  too  snobbish  and 


materialistic,  signalled  the 
start  of  a  process  that  has 
turned  her  into  a  national 
icon. 

Her  moving  speech  ,  to  the 
250,000-strong  memorial  rally 
held  on  the  spot  where  her 
husband  was  shot  provided 
evidence  that  she  had  emerged  - 
as  a  formidable  national  fig¬ 
ure  in  her  own  right  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  that  the  policies 
which  her  husband  fought  for 
would  be  pursued. 

True  to  form,  she  an¬ 
nounced  on  the  eve-  of  her 
departure  that  she  was  cancel¬ 
ling  her  subscription  to 
Haaretx,  regarded  by  many  as 
Israel's  leading  paper.  “Both 
during  his  life  and  after  his 
death.  Uaaretz  unfairly' criti¬ 
cised  Yitzhak  Rabin,"  she  told 
army  radio. 
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Dictatorial  rule  of  outsider  Fujimori  wins  over  Peru’s  dispossessed 


Fujimori:  knows  that 
'/the  peace  is  fragile 


ALBERTO  FUJIMORI.  Pe- 
^pancse-bom  President, 
sallied  forth  from  his  palace 
into  Lima’s  finest  square,  the 
Plaza  de  Armas.  He  bought  a 
stnp  of  lottery  tickets  from  a 
street  seller,  tore  rhem  into  ten 
pieces  and  scattered  them 
among  his  delighted  fans. 

Later,  he  appeared  on  the 
fcuomv  of  the  Presidential 
Palace,  flanked  by  his  military 
attaches,  as  worshippers 
shouted  “Come  down!"  He  did 
not  oblige  them  at  the  recent 
Catholic  festival  of  the  Lord  of 
the  Miracles,  but  whipped  up 
wild  applause  when  he 


He  is  the  obscure  foreign 
technocrat  who  broke  the 
grip  on  power  of  the  white 
elite  in  Lima ,  and  the  masses 
love  him ,  writes  Janet  Bush 


grabbed  a  press  camera  and 
started  taking  pictures  of  his 
people  below. 

Even  in  the  annals  of  Latin 
American  politics,  the  idea  of  a 
dean  of  agronomy  becoming 
an  arch-populist  is  strange. 
But  the  son  of  Japanese  immi¬ 
grants  beat  Mario  Vargas 


tiouse  committee 
orders  Gingrich 
tax  investigation 


From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington 


NEWT  GINGRJCH.  the 
Speaker  of  the  US  House  of 
Representatives,  is  to  be  inves¬ 
tigated  by  an  independent 
counsel  lor  alleged  tax  law 
violations. 

The  investigation,  agreed 
unanimously  by  the  House 
Ethics  Committee  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night,  will  last  well  into 
next  year's  election  campaigns 
and  compounds  Mr  Ging¬ 
rich's  increasing  political 
problems.  Only  one  other 
Speaker  has  been  investigated 
by  a  special  counsel.  That  was 
Jim  Wright  a  Democrat 
forced  to  resign  in  1989. 

Mr  Gingrich  was  the  Re¬ 
publican  who  relentlessly 
pushed  the  ethics  charges 
against  Mr  Wright  and  in 
doing  so  became  a  national 


figure.  The  ethics  committee 
also  reprimanded  Mr  Ging¬ 
rich  for  three  breaches  of 
House  rules,  dismissed  three 
charges  against  him  and  sus¬ 
pended  judgment  on  another 
allegation  of  wrongdoing. 

David  Bonior.  the  Demo¬ 
crats’  House  whip,  said  the 
committee's  report  confirmed 
that  “the  Speaker  is  in  deep 
ethical  trouble"  and  that  his 
“path  to  power  was  paved 
with  a  corrupt  mix  of  secrer 
contributions,  hidden  cam¬ 
paign  spending  and  political 
payoffs  to  multimillionaire  do¬ 
nors".  Mr  Gingrich'S  office 
interpreted  the  report  entirely 
differently,  calling  it  an  ex¬ 
oneration.  The  special  counsel 
would  be  investigating  only 
one  "narrow  point"  and  the 


Clinton  budget  offer 


Washington:  President  Clin¬ 
ton  yesterday  sent  Congress  a 
third  budget  plan  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  break  a  deadlock  that 
threatens  to  shut  down  the 
Government  next  week  for  the 
second  time  in  two  months 
(Martin  Fletcher  writes). 

A  day  alter  vetoing  a  draco¬ 
nian  Republican  Rfll  to  baF 
0  ance  the  budget  in  seven 
years.  Mr  Clinton  unveiled 
his  counter-proposal.  It  began 
to  dose  toe  -gap.,  and  Newt 
Gingrich,  the  House  Speaker, 
called  it  “a  start".  Leon  Panet- 
ta,  tiie  White  House.  Chief  of 


Staff,  said  there  was  "not  a  lot 
of  negotiating  room". 

Mr  Clinton's  new  plan  pro¬ 
poses  cuts  of  $178  billion  (£114 
billion)  In  projected  spending 
on  Health  insurance  pro¬ 
grammes  for  the  poor  and 
elderly  instead  of  the  $433 
billion  the  Republicans  would 
cut  It  would  offer  $98  billion 
in  tax  cuts,  instead  of  the 
Republicans'  $245  billion,  and 
would  end  various  corporate 
tax  breaks  and  make  deeper 
cuts  in  welfare,  transport  and 
housing  than  Mr  Clinton 
proposed  last  June. 


Speaker  was  confident  the 
charge  would  be  dismissed. 

The  counsel  will  investigate 
whether  Mr  Gingrich  illegally 
used  tax-deductible  contribu¬ 
tions  to  finance  an  overtly 
partisan  college  course  he 
taught  and  beamed  by  satellite 
to  campuses.  The  committee 
found  “reason  to  believe"  that 
he  may  have  done.  If  the 
counsel  upholds  the  charge, 
the  toll  House  would  have  to 
decide  on  disciplinary  action 
ranging  from  a  reprimand  to 
expulsion. 

The  ten-member  committee 
also  rebuked  the  Speaker  for 
accepting  a  $4.5  million  (£2.9 
million}  book  contract  from 
HarperColiins  soon  after  his 
election.  The  publishing  com¬ 
pany  is  a  subsidiary  of  News 
America,  the  US  arm  of  The 
News  Corporation,  whose 
British  arm.  News  Interna¬ 
tional.  owns  The  Times.  Mr 
Gingrich’s  involvement  came 
as  its  Fox  television  arm  was 
pressing  for  deregulation  of 
the  US  broadcasting  industry. 

Although  the  contract  was 
in  “technical  compliance"  with 
House  rules  and  Mr  Gingrich 
later  dropped  it,  the  committee 
concluded  that  “at  a  minimum 
this  creates  the  impression  of 
exploiting  one’s  office  for  per-  : 
sonal  gain.  Such  a  perception  , 
is  especially  troubling  when  it 
pertains  to  the  office  of  the 
Speaker,  a  constitutional  office 
requiring  the  highest  stan¬ 
dards  of  ethical  behaviour". 


Llosa.  the  novelist,  to  win 
power  in  1990  and  won  a 
landslide  earlier  this  year 
against  Javier  Perez  de 
CuGIIar.  the  former  United 
Nations  Secretary-General 
It  is  purely  because  he  is 
foreign,  an  obscure  technocrat 
who  broke  the  stranglehold  on 


the  power  of  the  white  elite, 
that  the  people,  the  majority  of 
whom  are  of  mixed  Indian 
and  Spanish  blood,  love  him. 

“I  have  planted  55  million 
trees  in  one  year.  This  year.  I 
will  plant  100  million.  There 
are  no  headlines.  But  the 
people  know."  he  says. 

Senor  Fujimori  prides  him¬ 
self  on  speaking  directly  to  the 
peasants.  On  one  of  his  fre¬ 
quent  forays  into  the  hinter¬ 
land,  he  alarmed  the  US 
Charge  d ’Affaires  accompany¬ 
ing  tom  when  he  spotted  some 
boys  swimming,  stripped  off 
and  joined  them.  He  is  an 


unashamed  autocrat,  dis¬ 
banding  Congress  in  1992  to 
stamp  out  apposition  to  his 
austerity  drive  which  came  to 
be  known  as  Fujishock  or 
Thatcherismo. 

“In  Peru,  autocratic  rule  has 
worked.  This  country  was  a 
mess,  on  the  point  of  collapse." 
he  says.  “How  else  could  I 
have  solved  hyperinflation, 
ended  economic  isolation, 
stamped  out  terrorism  and 
undertaken  major  structural 
reform  in  five  years?" 

Bringing  inflation  down 
from  more  than  7,000  per  cent 
in  1990  to  about  10  per  cent  has 


been  a  triumph  and.  despite 
the  explosion  in  poverty,  has 
helped  make  him  popular.  His 
other  trump  card  was  the 
arrest  in  1992  of  Abimael 
Guzm&n,  leader  of  the  Maoist 
Shining  Path  terrorist  group 
that  wreaked  violence  in  the 
country  in  the  1980s. 

But  President  Fujimori 
knows  that  the  peace  is  fragile. 
Without  social  stability,  there 
can  be  no  economic  progress. 
The  foreign  investors  he  is 
relying  on  to  rebuild  the 
country  win  disappear  if  the 
troubles  return.  He  believes 
that  a  technocrat  has  more 


chance  of  delivering  than  poli¬ 
ticians.  They  do  not  know 
what  it  is  tike  outside  Lima's 
elegant  boulevards,  he  says. 
He  measures  his  success  in  the 
numbers  of  roads  built,  irriga¬ 
tion  channels  dug  and  books 
airlifted  into  village  schools. 

But  his  critics  counter  that 
his  efforts  amount  to  populism 
without  substance.  He  has 
been  building  schools  all  over 
the  country  but  there  are  few 
teachers.  He  dismisses  such 
opposition:  “We  don’t  have 
much  money.  I  give  tite  people 
a  symbol  and  inspire  them  to 
make  progress  themselves." 


Michael  Jackson  rehearsing  for  a  television  show  at  a  New  York  theatre  with  the  mime  artist.  Marcel  Marceau.  The  singer  later  collapsed 

Jackson  remains  in  intensive  care  after  collapse 


From  Quentin  Letts 

IN  NEW  YORK 

PARAMEDICS  who  treated  Michael 
Jackson  after  the  singer’s  collapse  at  a 
New  York  theatre  described  how  they 
were  greeted  by  the  sight  of  his  “melting 
make-up"  Kevin  Barwick,  an  ambu¬ 
lanceman,  said  he  had  to  lift  Jackson's 
shirt  to  check  his  pallor  as  it  was 
impossible  to  tell  from  his  caked  face. 

Jackson.  37,  was  yesterday  detained  in 
intensive  cane,  where  he  is  expected  to 
remain  for  another  day.  Aides  claimed 
that  his  condition  was  not  life-threaten¬ 
ing.  He  was  suffering  from  persistent  low 
blood  pressure  which  contributed  to  his 


collapse  on  stage  at  the  Beacon  Theatre 
<m  Broadway. 

Jackson's  personal  doctor  arrived  in 
New  York  from  Los  Angeles,  his  mother 
Katherine  visited  him  in  hospital,  and 
muses  at  toe  Beth  Israel  Medical  Centre 
sought  to  overcome  their  excitement  at 
having  such  a  celebrity  fora  patient  The 
arrival  of  a  shadowy  figure  at  one  of  the 
hospital  entrances  sparked  reports  that 
he  was  also  visited  by  his  wife.  Lisa 
Marie  Presley.  Earlier  she  was  said  to  be 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  United  States, 
tending  to  business. 

One  of  Jackson's  bodyguards  said  the 
singer  was  tired  after  rehearsals,  at 
which  he  had  arrived  with  his  trademark 


anti-germ  facemask.  At  the  time  of  his 
collapse  he  was  rehearsing  for  a  one-off 
television  show  with  Marcel  Marceau. 
the  mime  artist  The  promoters  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  the  show  had 
been  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  illness  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
melodramatic  incidents  in  a  strange  and 
sometimes  unhappy  life:  In  January  1984 
Jackson  suffered  scalp  burns  when  his 
hair  caught  fire  during  toe  filming  of  a 
commercial.  Six  years  later,  he  was 
admitted  to  hospital  with  chest  pains,  a 
complaint  allegedly  caused  by  his  ener¬ 
getic  dancing  style.  Accusations  of  child 
molestation  led  to  migraines  and  an 
addiction  to  painkillers. 


Jackson’s  sister,  Janet, 
arriving  at  the  hospital 
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Our  Price  stores  are 
full  of  great  value 
CD  &  video  gift  ideas. 


our  price  great  ideer. 


Important  safety  notice 


FAULTY  CHARGERS  DISTRIBUTED 
WITH  MOBILE  PHONES 

Potentially  faulty  chargers  have  been  delivered  this  autumn  to  sales  channels  and  users  with 
some  mobile  telephones  manufactured  by  Nokia.The  chargers  have  been  manufactured  by 
Mascot  Electronic  in  Norway,  who  will  replace  these  products  at  no  cost  to  users. 

The  potentially  faulty  charger  may  cease  to  operate  In  normal  use,  its  plastic  cover  may  crack, 
and  the  wall  socket  pins  may  become  loose.  Removing  the  loose  pins  from  the  socket  may 
pose  an  electrical  shock  hazard.  If  it  looks  at  all  damaged,  switch  it  off  at  the  mains. 

A  potentially  faulty  charger  can  be  identified  easily: 

•In  the  UK  the  chargers  have  been  delivered  with  Nokia  branded  phones  as  part  of  the  basic 
sales  package  or  separately  as  accessories.  Potential  faults  only  concern  the  chargers  for 
these  phones. 

•  Only  one  charger  type  may  be  faulty:  it  has  grooves  on  the  side  and  has  the  text  ‘Made  in 
Norway1  on  the  charger’s  label.  Potentially  faulty  units  of  the  ACH-4X  chargers  carry  a  label  code 
from  95  31  to  95  46  as  shown  below. 

Note:  Non  UK  chargers  purchased  abroad  by  UK  phone  users  may  also  be  affected 
(ACH-4E  2  pin  plug). 

The  ACH-4X  Charger 


Charger’s  label: 

ACH-4X  0675009 
power  supply 

^Type  9124 
240V~50/60Hz  120mA 
12V  DC,  max:  0.8A 

££  |< 


Grooves  on 
the  side 


O  9534 

Codes  from 
9531  to  9546 


Text:  ’Made 
in  Norway9 


In  case  you  are  in  possession  of  this  charger  type,  we  kindly  ask  you  to  call  the  Mascot 
customer  service  line  0800  320520  (from  Friday  8th  December,  Bam)  for  information  and 
replacement  service.  Do  not  use  or  distribute  these  chargers. 
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Customer  service  tine  0800  320520 

(from  Friday  8th  December,  8am) 
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Old  Labour:  even  as  a  union  activist,  John  Prescott  had  ambitions  to  get  to  Oxford 


iSimply  the  best  value 
^  this  Christmas. 


CELLPHONES 
DIRECT 
CHRISTMAS 
PACKAGE 
NOKIA  2010 


INC.VAT 


FREE  IN-CAR  ADAPTOR 
FREE  LEATHER  CASE 
TOGETHER  WORTH  OVER  £40 


IBp  per  Biin  (15p+VA3) 


Peati  times  7.00-1900  Mon  Id  Fri.  Homed 
Wltr^s  charged  at  EL77  me  VAT  pff  modh.  Line 
ratal  idebted  morttty  m  affiance)  and  airtime 
charges  wilt  be  debited  to  your  nominated 
aeM/chap  or  Wta  art  Cafe  chagM  el  wife 
ol  30  seconds  atter  the  test  nwuite.  Orerseas 
scass  £5^  fire  VAT  fci  M  days. 
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nokiaI 

GSM  MODEL  2010. 

♦  99  name/number  memory  ♦ 
100  mins  talk-time  ♦  30  hrs  stand- 
by-time  ♦  Complete  with  standard 
battery  and  test  travel  charter 

♦  Weight  approx  320g 


tiCoaiSjiiote-ntfiOKWntaSla  J«5 


Cellphone^ 


GUARANTEED  PEACE  OF  MIND 

Your  phone  K  ewered  by  our  14  days 
no  quibble  money  back  pramfca 


ORDER  NOW  FOR  FREE  LINE  RENTAL  UNTIL  DECEMBER  31ST  1995  AND  FREE  DELIVERY  IN  4  WORKING  DAYS 


FREEPHONE  0500  000  888| 

CREDIT  CARD  ORDERING;  HOTLINE  WEEKDAYS  9A.--.-1  T0  SPtf  WEEKENDS  9AV  TO  5PE.T  K 


piusEicwiocaiBnnsnB'iwsiwEBiaaEHMinrMaiaiciuaiviiiiiERff  asa 
wen  w  w  bmu  id  kcept  sum*  mug 


SBS 


Offer  utiyed  to  status  and  a  slmfcml  amra  contract  h*  each  phone  «ffi  Cellphones  Drat  ltd.  185  Imh  Richmond  Road.  Ridnuri^pon-lMam  TUB  «LK 
•FiAlmitendetaas  and  tarns  and  canton  d  this  offer  are-wateMe  on  rapeL  £>  CqjjiifW.  Hepstand  No.  2995222. 


jfap- 

X-  •tv 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8  1995 


The  man  who  reaches  the 


parts  Tony  Blair  can’t . 


I  am  writing  a  prose 
poem  about  die  night¬ 
mare  I  shared  with  John 
Prescott.  It  ends.  like  Ms 
Adcock’s  new  famous  poem, 
with  a  kiss  for  Mr  Prescott  — 
on  the  bleak  forecourt  of  a 
horrible  hotel  in  Brussels,  at 
lam  yesterday .• 

You  may  imagine  that  se¬ 
nior  MPs  brav'd  in  cushioned 
limousines.  But  the  former 
Shadow  Transport  Secretary 
(bound  for  the  Socialist  Inter¬ 
national).  his  office  chief. 
Rosie,  and  I  set  off  for  Brussels 
by  rush-hour  Tube  to  Heath¬ 
row,  standing  all  the  way. 
Having  arrived  just  in  time, 
we  were  told  the  flight  was 
delayed.  And  there  was 
another  little  local  difficulty: 
Labour  chairman  Diana 
Jeuda  materialised.  Brussels- 
bound  —  she  had  lost  her 
passport  and  wallet  and 
would  have  to  cling  to  Prescott 
to  help  get  her  through. . .  Mr 
Prescott’s  face  was  a  picture. 

When  we  finally  boarded 
the  last  British  Midland  flight 
shortly  before  10pm  —  the 
aircraft  packed,  no  storage 
room  left  for  our  bags  and 
absolutely  no  room  for  feet  — 
we  were  confronted  by  a  pile  of 
the  only  newspaper  available, 
the  Daily  Express,  with  its 
front  page  blazoning,  “The 
strange  allure  of  John  Pres¬ 
cott".  Mr  Prescott  became  an 
erupting  volcano.  New 
Labour's  newest  sex  symbol 
was  now  in  no  mood  to  read  it 
thank  you.  He  had  had  quite 
enough  of  that  bloody  poem. 

He  had,  he  yelled  over  the 
roar  of  the  engines,  had  to  look 
up  what  “protuberances" 
meant.  (He  was  referring  to 
Ms  Adcock's  vivid  description 
of  the  kiss  she  and  he  had 
shared  in  her  dream  —  " our 
eyes  had  locked/and  we  were 
leaning  avidly  forward/lips 
out-thrust,  certain  protuber¬ 
ances/under  our  clothing 
brushing  each  olh- 
er“s  fronts. . .")  ^  ” ' 

Crushed  along-  ‘ 
side  me  with  less 
space  than  on  a  Vnti  i 

bus.  Prescott  fulmi-  *  * 

nated:  “The  air-  p 

lines  get  away  with  t"-*1  c 

murder.  If  this  was  j- 

a  state  airline,"  he 
said  menacingly, 

“we’d  all  be  bloody  u  S 
laffin'  at  the  incom¬ 
petence."  per  i 

However,  we  all 
cheered  when  sup¬ 
per  arrived  just  as  we  were 
thinking  of  breakfast,  and 
Prescott  relaxed  enough  to 
enjoy  his  new-found  irresist¬ 
ibility.  We  read  Melanie 
McDonagh’s  thoughts  on 
John  Prescott  in  the  Evening 
Standard  which  concluded:  “I 
have  lunched  in  the  past  with 
both  Mr  Blair  and  Mr  Pres¬ 
cott.  And  so  far  as  fanriability 
goes,  Mr  Prescott  is  well 
ahead  of  the  leader." 

Mr  Prescott  humphed.  Well, 
nobody  really  minds  being 
called  fandable.  But  who  was 
the  woman  colleague  McDon- 
agh  says  described  him  as 
“macho  and  insecure  with 
women"? “Huh,  I  always  won¬ 
dered  what  Harriet  Harman 
thought  of  me."  (A  jest). 

He  plucked  out  a  feminist 
credential.  “I’ve  read  The 
Women's  Room "  (Marilyn 
French’s  novel)  “and  I  was 
very  struck  by  it  By  how  des¬ 
pairing  and  frustrating  it  must 
be  for  women  who  couldn’t  do 
what  they  wanted  because  of 
their  circumstances." 

Our  long  evening  together 
had  begun  at  a  Christmas 
party  arranged  for  the  One 
Thousand  Dub:  a  select  group 
of  those  who  come  to  the  aid  of 
the  Labour  Party  with  hand¬ 
some  cheques.  Mr  Prescott, 
pressed  for  time,  had  to  speak 


John  Prescott,  the  Labour  Party’s  latest  sex 
symbol,  reveals  his  penchants  for  jiving  and 
diving  during  a  nightmare  journey  to  Brussels 


‘If  he  loves 
you,  it’s  100 
per  cent;  if 
he  doesn’t, 
it’s  150 
percent’ 


when  only  a  fraction  of  the  200 
guests  had  managed  to  plough 
through  the  snow.  Jack  Cun¬ 
ningham  asked  us  to  “dough¬ 
nut"  the  rostrum  of  die 
cavernous  hall  “John  Prescott 
is  a  man  who,  if  he  loves  you, 
he  loves  you  100  per  cent,"  he 
said.  “But  by  God,  if  he  doesn’t 
love  you  he  doesn't  love  you 
150  per  cent." 

Thus  threateningly  intro¬ 
duced,  the  pugnacious  Mr  P 
took  the  microphone  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  people  were  now 
joining  Labour  in  droves.  But 
he  also  fulminated  about  how 
much  more  publicity  “a  wom¬ 
an's  fantasy  poem”  had  re¬ 
ceived,  than  his  speech  in  the 
Budget  debate  —  when  Mich¬ 
ael  Hesehine  had  insisted  on 
reading  out  the  whole  poem  on 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

This  was  a  tactical  error  by 
Hezza,  in  Prescott’s  view,  that 
went  down  like  a  lead  balloon. 
“He  could  have  made  a  quick 
remark  about  Labour  women 
having  a  peculiar  idea  of 
sexual  charms  —  but  he  would 
read  out  the  whole  poem  just 
so  he  could  get  to  the  line 
about  protuberances.  Well,  (a) 
the  women  in  the  House  didn't 
like  that,  and  (b)  it  was  a 
Budget  debate,  for  heaven's 
sake,  and  he  is  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister.  It  showed  a 
lack  of  judgment.  John  Major 
got  it  right  —  he  just  said  in 
passing,  “That  was  a  strange 
story,  eh  John?" 

Mr  Prescott,  chippy  north¬ 
erner  by  temperament,  has 
much  to  pur  up  with.  Nicholas 
Soames’s  “Another  gin  and 
tonic.  Giovanni!",  referring  to 
Prescott’s  former  life  as  a 
waiter  on  passen¬ 
ger  liners,  has 
[OVCS  worn  a  bit  thin  but 

he  would  like  to 
■sl00  kick  Matthew  Par-  i 
ris  for  his  recent 
sketch  which  mer- 
11  »  11  dlessly  mocked  the 

lack  of  syntax  in 
,a11  Prescott’s  Budget 

crj  sP«ch- 

I  know  it's  a 
,,  deficiency."  he 

ETlt  said.  “1  don’t  have 

a  command  of 
grammar.  But  I’ve 
told  him  before — at  least  I  can 
always  be  bloody  understood." 

When  a  poet’s  muse  arrives 
in  a  dream  as  a  living  person, 
should  permission  be  asked 
before  publication?  Wendy 
Cope  requested  Kingsley 
Amis’s  imprimatur  before 
publishing  her  first  slim  vol¬ 
ume.  Making  Cocoa  for 
Kingsley  Amis  —  a  line  which 
came  to  her,  too,  in  a  dream. 
Amis  was  rather  chuffed 
about  it  —  because  he  thought 
her  stuff  was  good:  it  rhymed, 
it  scanned.  “She  might  never 
have  heard  of  Ezra  Pound,"  he 
remarked  approvingly. 


Mr  Prescott  is  not 
much  of  a  man 
for  poetry,  but 
he  can  see  that 
in  the  counterpoint  of  form 
and  freestyle,  the  rules  apply 
as  in  jazz,  which  he  does  know 
about  While  at  Huli  reading 
economics,  he  encountered 
Philip  Larkin,  then  Hull’s 
librarian.  “Excuse  me,  da  you 
hold  any  seminars  on  your 
poetry?"  he  asked.  But  Larkin 
brushed  him  aside. 

However,  he  told  me  of 
several  unaccustomed  cultural 
experiences  he’d  had  lately. 
He  had  been  to  the  ballet  for 
the  first  rime  in  his  life  —  The 
Nutcracker  at  Birmingham  — 


“very  much  like  Old  Labour, 
the  rats  coming  out  of  the 
fireplace"  —  and  recently  in 
Australia  he  went  to  Sydney 
Opera  House  to  see  Carmen, 
which  he  slept  through,  irritat¬ 
ed  Ity  the  surthies.  “Don’t  like 
foreign  films  with  subtitles 
either,"  he  said.  The  best  tiring 
was  last  Sunday  evening  at  the 
American  Ambassador’s:  he 


THE 

VALERIE 

GROVE 

INTERVIEW 


had  met  the  great  Dave 
Brubeck.  now  aged  75. 

As  macho  men  go  —  he  has 
to  shave  thrice  a  day  —  Pres¬ 
cott  is  pretty  unreconstructed. 
He  can  jive  (with  his  chic  wife 
Pauline,  on  stage  at  the  party 
conference.)  And  he  can  dive. 
Deep-sea  diving  has  built  him 
a  43in  chest:  he  learned  from 
Reader’s  Digest  how  pearl 
fishers  hold  air  in  their  lungs, 
and  can  swim  80  yards  under¬ 
water  he  dived  onto  the  Mary 
Rose  and  was  about  to  dive  off 
the  Great  Barrier  Reef  recent¬ 
ly,  when  summoned  home  for 
the  Nolan  debate. 


And  he  is  far  from  insecure 
with  women.  Wary,  perhaps. 
But  by  the  end  of  our  ghastly 
journey  he  was  making  dead¬ 
pan  remarks  about  Ms 
Adcock's  name  and  trying  on 
my  hat  —  “Did  you  get  this  in 
Holland?"  (a  Dutch  cap  joke). 

His  life  is  run  by  the  capable 
Rosie,  aged  37,  the  daughter  of 
a  Doncaster  councillor,  organ¬ 
iser  of  schedules,  arbiter  of 
what  capers  John  should  or 
should  not  agree  to.  It  was 
Rosie  who  decreed  he  should 
not  go  on  Havel  Got  News  For 
You.  for  instance  —  “just  a 
vehicle  for  being  got  at  by 
dever-arses". 

Rosie  had  been  besieged  all 
day  by  hacks  for  a  comment 
on  her  bass's  sexiness.  She  had 
fobbed  them  off.  As  for  his 
constituency .  secretary  up  in 
Hull,  she  thought  the  poem 
was  “mucky". 

Prescott  personifies  Old 
Labour  made  New.  From  sea¬ 
men’s  union  activism  on  pas¬ 
senger  liners,  he  conceived  the 
ambition  to  get  to  Ruskin.  via 
a  Workers'  Educational  Au¬ 
thority  summer  school  and 
correspondence  courses. 
Being  told  that  his  first  essay 
was  no  good  made  him  all  the 
more  bloodyminded.  Then  he 
had  a  row  with  the  union 
secretary  and  lost  his  NUS 
scholarship:  instead  he  app¬ 
lied  to  Chester’s  Tory  educa¬ 
tion  committee  for  a  grant, 
declaring  he  wanted  to  become 
a  teacher.  He  got  the  grant  but 
lost  the  place  at  Ruslan.  So  he 
joined  a  cruise  liner,  the 
Andes,  until  sacked  for  union 
activities. 

Luckily,  someone  foiled  to 


show  at  Ruskin.  “Ruskm, 
which  was  an  exhilarating 
and  intellectually  stimulating 
place  under  the  late  Billy 
Hughes,  was  foil  of  shop 
stewards  whoti  been  big- fish 
in  small  ponds,  and  couldn’t 
take  it"  —  so  Prescott  got  to 
Oxford  at  24.  •  * 

By  1969.  newly  adopted  by 
Hull  East,  he  was  inside  No. 
10  for  beer-and-sandwfches 
with  Harold  Wilson  and  NUS 
comrades.  Wilson  related  his 
plans  for  getting  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  amended  In  the 
Lords.  “How  do  you  know 
you’ll  be  in  power?"  asked 
Prescott.  Wilson  sucked  on  his 
pipe.  ”1  don’t  envisage  my 
plans  being  upset,"’ he  replied 
complacently.  Labour,  17  ‘ 
points  ahead  at  that  time,  were 
out  within  months. 

Of  Tony  Blair,  whom  he 
refers  to  as  TB,  Prescott  says 
laconically:  “We’re  different 
characters.  We  represent  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  party:  each 
of  us  reaches  the  parts  the 
other  can’t  reach." 


When  we  finally 
reached  Brussels 
airport  after  mid¬ 
night,  reedy 
piped  music  was  playing 
“What  now.  my  love?"  Mr 
Prescott  looked  bleary:  his 
eyes  bloodshot.  Some  effing 
and  blinding  ensued  when  the 
taxi  queue,  in  the  blade  cold 
night,  was  about  a  mile  long. 
Why  didn’t  Rosie  and  t  wait 
inside  while  he  stood  in  the 
queue?  We  demurred.  So  he 
said  briskly  that  he  would 
bloody  well  go  inside  himself 
— and  did.  Finally,  outside  his 
hotel,  came  the  farewell  kiss: 
nothing  like  Fleur  Adcock’s.  1 
must  add  —  but  once  in  my 
own  hotel.  I  dreamed  fiftully  of 
John  Prescott.  . 

He  should  thank  Ms 
Adcock.  It’s  better  to  be  in 
dreams  than  in  nightmares. 


Read  oD  about  ir  in 
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Call  0345  754  754  (please  quote  ref  TI6H)  for  details  of  our  Central  Heating  Installation  offer,  now. 
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Beyond 

the  veil 
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R  achael 

Tapsel]  talks  to 
Eve-Ann  Prentice 
about  the 
practical  problems 
and  unexpected 
humiliation  she 
experienced 
wearing  the 
Islamic  veil 


THE  IDEA  OF  having  lo  cover 
your  face  whenever  you  are  in 
public  is  one  which  is  totally  alien 
to  Western  women.  Yet  that  is 
exactly  what  1  had  to  do  when  I 
spent  five  months  working  as  a 
nurse  in  Afghanistan. 

There  was  no  option:  if  I  wanted 
to  work  there  l  had  to  wear  the 
burqa,  an  all-enveloping  veil  which 
not  only  obscured  my  face  but,  as 
time  wore  on.  had  a  horribly 
isolating  effect  on  my  personality. 

I  had  travelled  to  Kandahar  as 
part  of  a  team  sent  by  the  British 
medical  aid  agency.  Merlin.  Just 
being  there  was  something  of  a 
triumph;  I  was  the  first  Western 
woman  allowed  into  the  area  by  the 
Islamic  group  which  took  control  of 
the  region  last  October. 

Until  my  arrival,  h  had  been 
impossible  for  the  British  team  to 
treat  Afghan  women.  The  Islamic 
authorities  ban  women  from  being 
treated  by  male  doctors,  while  at 
the  same  time  forbidding  women  to 
train  as  health  workers. 

It  was  quite  an  achievement, 
then,  for  them  to  agree  that  1  could 
work  there  as  a  nurse.  They  only 
did  so  on  condition  that  1  wear  the 
burqa  in  public  at  all  times. 

Burqas  are  made  of  a  sort  of 
nylon  fabric  and  are  usually  grey, 
black  or.  as  mine  was.  green.  They 
are  also  very  expensive  by  Afghan 
standards  —  mine  cost  55,000 
Afghanis  (Eli),  an  enormous  outlay 
when  you  consider  that  the  average 
salary  is  a  mere  40.000  Afghanis  a 
month.  As  a  result,  two  or  three 
families  often  share  the  same  one, 
and  since  women  are  not  allowed 
out  of  their  homes  unless  they  are 
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Rachael  TapseQ  had  to  wear  a  burqa  to  work  as  a  nurse  in  Afghanistan:  “When  you  wear  the  veil,  it  is  as  though  you  have  ceased  to  exist.  People  do  not  look  at  you  or  acknowledge  you** 


wearing  a  burqa.  this  means  that 
the  majority  of  women  spend  most 
of  their  time  indoors. 

But  although  the  Afghan  women 
did  not  have  to  wear  the  veil  unless 
they  went  out.  if  there  were  men  in 
the  house,  they  had  to  hide  in  the 
kitchen.  I  used  to  see  them  peeking 
from  behind  the  door. 

During  my  five  months  there,  I 
never  got  used  to  the  burqa.  For 
Western  women  used  to  being  able 
to  wear  anything  they  like,  the 
restrictions  it  places  upon  you  are 
at  best  disorienting,  at  worst 
frightening. 

From  a  purely  practical  point  of 
view,  the  burqa  makes  even  the 
simplest  tasks  difficult.  It  is  like 
wearing  a  snorkel,  only  worse.  You 
have  tunnel  vision,  and  what  you 
can  see  is  hazy,  obscured  by  the 
criss-cross  mesh  of  the  material. 

As  the  streets  in  Kandahar  are 
nibble-strewn  and  the  burqa  is 
astonishingly  voluminous,  I  found 
myself  constantly  tripping  up.  My 


shins  were  permanently  bruised 
but  this  was  a  small  price  to  pay 
compared  to  the  fate  of  many 
Afghan  women,  who  are  often 
knocked  down  by  cars  because  they 
cannot  see. 

Wearing  it  indoors  was  almost  as 
bad:  when  I  was  working  at  the 
hospital  at  Kandahar.  I  often  ended 
up  dragging  chairs  across  the  floor, 
their  legs  caught  in  my  burqa's 
ballooning  folds. 


Afghan  women  are  used  to 
ihe  restrictions  placed 
upon  them  by  the  veil, 
because  they  have  to 
begin  wearing  if  as  soon  as  they 
reach  puberty.  But  they  defy  the 
Islamic  laws  by  wearing  make-up, 
stilettos  and  glitzy  clothes 
underneath. 

However,  the  burqa  does  have 
some  advantages,  chiefly  offering 
women  protection.  Kandahar  is 
ruled  by  an  Islamic  faction  known 
as  the  Taliban,  which  enforces 


wearing  the  veil,  but  when  it  was 
under  the  control  of  the  Mujahidin, 
women  who  did  not  wear  a  burqa 
were  often  kidnapped  and  taken 
into  the  hills  to  look  after  wounded 
fighters.  After  the  Taliban  took 
over,  we  heard  about  one  of  our 
team  who  was  beaten  for  having 
her  face  uncovered. 

For  me.  it  was  very  difficult.  My 
job  meant  I  was  out  far  more  than 
the  local  women,  and  therefore  I 
had  to  wear  a  burqa  far  more 
frequently.  But  I  did  insisT  on 
haring  my  fare  uncovered  when  I 
had  to  negotiate  with  the  Taliban, 
for  example  at  meetings  when  1 
was  persuading  them  to  focus  on 
female  and  child  health.  They 
agreed  I  could  take  the  veil  off.  but 
would  always  remind  me  to  cover 
my  face  when  I  left. 

Matters  came  to  a  head  when  my 
translator  and  I  were  seen  in  our 
Jeep  without  our  burqas  on  proper¬ 
ly.  I  was  sent  a  letter  which  said  my 
translator  would  have  to  leave 
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Rachael  today  back  in  Britain 

immediately  and  that  1  would  be 
barred  in  future  if  1  didn't  obey  the 
rules.  1  was  furious,  and  told  the 
authorities  I  was  trying  to  run  a 
medical  programme  and  had  done 
my  best.  At  first,  the  mullah  denied 


writing  file  letter  but  then  he  not 
only  admitted  it.  he  apologised, 
which  was  astounding.  After" that, 
the  Taliban  decided  Western 
women  did  not  have  to  wear  the 
vefl.  and  from  May  this  year  the 
rules  have  been  lifted. 

The  Merlin  nurses  who  are  now 
carrying  on  the  work  in  Kandahar 
are  being  treated  much  more 
leniently  by  the  authorities.  I  think 
they  were  testing  me  and  their 
stereotype  of  a  Western  woman. 

I  am  delighted  that  the  women 
who  followed  me  have  escaped  the 
veil,  because  although  the  physical 
restrictions  were  frustrating,  what 
was  far  more  ominous  was  its 
psychological  effect 

When  you  wear  the  veil,  it  is  as 
though  you  have  ceased  to  exisL 
People  do  not  look  at  you  or 
acknowledge  you.  [  don’t  consider 
myself  to  be  neurone,  but  there 
were  times  when  1  could  only 
express  emotions  by  crying  behind 
the  veil.  There  was  no  other  outlet.  I 
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couldn't  go  for  a  swim  or  even  a 
brisk  walk. 

What  1  remember  most  is  the 
feeling  of  frustration  and  isolation 
it  caused.  I  became  very  withdrawn 
when  I  wore  it.  After  five  months  I 
felt  I  was  becoming  confused  and 
irrational. 

By  the  time  1  left  1  had  grown  to 
hate  the  veil.  It  became  dirty  and 
tom  in  rhe  dusty,  shell-holed 
streets,  but  1  didn't  want  to  waste 
the  rime  or  the  cotton  in  mending  it. 
But  the  other  women  pressed  me. 
so  I  did,  out  of  respect  for  them. 

I  brought  my  burqa  back  with 
me  and  every  so  often  1  look  at  it 
with  loathing,  although  I  accept 
that  ir  was  part  of  a  culture  that  1 
had  to  work  within.  For  me.  it  was 
an  ordeal  which  lasted  just  five 
months;  for  the  Afghan  women,  it 
is  a  fact  of  life,  and  they  will  always 
have  my  sympathy. 

•  Merlin  is  based  at  la  Rede 
Place.  London  WJ-fTU 
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A  NOVEL 
TWIST 

£  I  thought  it  might 
be  clever  to 
suggest  that  the 
story  was  really  a 
thinly  disguised 
autobiography...  5 

Barry  Humphries 
on  his  first  novel  - 
about  an  Australian 
man  who  becomes 
a  household 
name  playing  an 
outrageous  woman 
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Which  companies  make  tire  most  money  for  their 
shareholders?  An  exclusive  Sunday  Times  survey  ranks  the 
top  200  companies  in  Britain,  with  some  surprisingly  big 
names  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile. 

A  special  report  in  Business,  on  Sunday 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


If  it’s  beer  you  want, 

THE  WORLD  IS  YOUR 

oyster.  Pop  into  Wine 
Rack  and  choose  from 
over  100  beers  from 

AROUND  THE  GLOBE. 


12  LARGE 

CANS  OF 

HEINEKEN 

EXPORT 

ONLY 

£9.48 


Equivalent  to  79p  per  can 

Normal  .sinclf  -UO.mi.  can.  price  £1.09 


rA'.U  0U4/\ 


*teineKe5, 


sfisr  a  anfiaNt  iasD  78IIVX  &  "*4«  soda  ha  Nu’ftrtfm-  dbcowa  apply  ntofag  Andtfta  to  UK  into  artf.  aged  ig  and  a tv.  I»1  find  jwr  tool  W><  Rati,  a  an  Ydto*  Pages 


V 


No  one  has 
a  right 
to  asylum 

Bruce  Anderson  says  Britain 


must  toughen  up  on  immigration 


Already  the  criticism  is  add  dishonesty  to  all  our  other 
fortissimo,  and  the  vol-  faults, 
time  is  still  rising.  The  asylum  policy  I  am 


Already  the  criticism  is 
fortissimo,  and  the  vol¬ 
ume  is  still  rising. 
Opponents  of  the  Government 
would  have  us  believe  that  its 
proposals  to  tighten  the  proce¬ 
dures  on  the  seeking  or  polit¬ 
ical  asylum  in  this  country  are 
plumbing  the  depths  of  racist 
barbarity. 

The  problem  with  this  hyste¬ 
ria  is  that  it  has  had  an  impact. 
The  accusations  have  deterred 
ministers  from  the  hard  think¬ 
ing  which  is  essential  if  the 
problem  of  asylum-seekers  is 
to  be  solved  rather  than  palli¬ 
ated.  The  Bill  which  Michael 
Howard  will  present  to  the 
Commons  on  Monday  is  not 
nearly  radical  enough. 

Political  asylum  is  a  19th- 
century  idea,  pre-dating  mod¬ 
ern  communications,  air 
travel  and  welfare  benefits.  It 
assumed  that  a  few  heroic  in¬ 
dividuals  who  had  wrestled 
unsuccessfully  with  tyranny 
would  reach  these  shores,  and 
that  posterity  would  vindicate 
the  derision  to  admit  them. 

We  live  in  a  less  heroic  and 
more  complex  world.  At  a 
guess,  at  least  100  million 
people  would  now  meet  the 
Geneva  Convention  criteria 
for  asylum,  having  a  well- 
grounded  fear  of  persecution 
by  reason  of  race,  religion  or 

nationality.  The  na-  _ 

tionality  criterion  __ 

would  apply  to  any  The 

one  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  those  numer-  num 

ous  countries  which  jpcp 

are  little  better  uei>c 

than  slums  run  by 
thugs. 

Let  us  not  deceive  tOO  j 
ourselves;  these  100 
million  are  all  de¬ 
serving  cases.  They  are  men. 
women  and  children  like  our¬ 
selves,  with  die  same  divine 
spark,  fully  entitled  to  a  proper 
radon  of  human  dignity,  fully 
worthy  of  our  compassion 
when  they  are  denied  it  But 
there  is  nothing  we  can  do  to 
help  them.  We  are  not  prepar¬ 
ed  to  wreck  our  mm  way  of  life 
to  relieve  their  sufferings,  and  , 
it  is  sentimental  nonsense  to 
pretend  otherwise.  By  sub¬ 
scribing  to  the  Geneva  Con¬ 
vention,  we  are  agreeing  to  a 
commitment  which  we  have 
neither  the  intendon  nor  the 
means  to  honour.  So  let  us 
clear  both  our  minds  and  our 
international  obligations  of 
cant,  and  find  a  new  basis  for 
asylum  policy. 

There  is  only  one.  Confront¬ 
ed  by  the  legion  of  potential 
applicants,  we  have  to  harden 
our  hearts  in  the  generality  of 
cases,  while  retaining  the  op¬ 
tion  of  voluntary  generosity. 
The  right  to  asylum  should  be 
abrogated.  No  one  arriving  on 
these  shores  should  have  a 
legal  entitlement  to  enter  the 
assumption  must  be  that  the 
overwhelming  majority  will 
be  returned  whence  they 
came.  This  should  apply  to  the 
Nigerians  whose  cases  are 
currently  in  dispute.  But  if 
there  were  another  Hungar¬ 
ian  uprising,  another  Ugan¬ 
dan  Asian  expulsion;  if  the 
man  who  tried  to  hold  up  the 
tanks  in  Peking  with  a  police¬ 
man's  hand-signal  had  es¬ 
caped  to  Britain  —  then  of 
course  we  should  extend  a 
welcome. 

We  cannot  relieve  all  the 
world's  ills,  so  our  choice  of 
which  to  relieve  is  bound  to  be 
capricious.  We  may  as  well  not 


The  sheer 
number  of 
deserving 
cases  is 
too  great 


add  dishonesty  to  all  our  other 
faults. 

The  asylum  policy  I  am 
proposing  has  already  been 
practised  for  several  decades 
.  in  one  British  colony,  without 
any  complaints.  In  Hong 
Kong,  those  who  attempt  to 
flee  from  an  oppressive  com¬ 
munist  state  are  routinely 
returned  to  their  oppressors. 
There  is  no  alternative;  the 
colony  would  otherwise  sink 
under  the  weight  of  refugees. 
But  so  might  Britain.  Chris 
Patten  has  rightly  recom¬ 
mended  that  we  should  learn 
from  Hong  Kong'S  economic 
successes,  but  one  of  the 
ingredients  of  that  success  has 
been  a  refusal  to  grant  a  right 
of  asylum.  That  is  an  example 
which  we  should  follow. 

Any  decision  to  abolish  the 
right  of  asylum  would  be 
widely  criticised.  The  interna¬ 
tional  bien  pensantry  would 
accuse  Britain  of  inhumanity 
and  racism.  Foreign  govern¬ 
ments  would  express  their 
disapproval,  with  varying  de¬ 
grees  of  sincerity.  But  there 
would  be  a  great  deal  of  covert 
admiration  and  envy  —  and 
cithers  would  follow  us. 

Our  own  judiciary  would 
also  be  upset,  for  the  present 
confusion  maximises  judicial 
review  and  meddling.  But  we 

_  should  not  allow 

our  immigration 
iheer  policy  —  or  any 

r  other  policy  —  to  be 

)er  Ol  invented  try  judges 

„  ■  _  acting  as  an  unelect- 

ed  legislature. 

‘S  is  As  for  racism,  our 

immigration  policy 
[Teat  has  a  racial  eompo- 

'  nent  —  does  anyone 

believe  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Hong  Kong 
would  have  been  denied  pass¬ 
ports  had  they  been  of  British 
stock? 

Tough  immigration  laws 
are  essential  for  good 
race  relations.  There  is 
no  reason  for  racial  tension  in 
this  country.  We  do  have  a 
small  percentage  of  citizens  of 
non-European  stock,  most  of 
whom  are  doing  very  well.  A 
minority  do  have  and  cause 
problems,  but  these  are  by  no 
means  insurmountable.  The 
desirable  process  of  helping 
them  to  assimilate  would  be 
made  much  harder  if  the  fears 
of  the  white  majority  were  to 
be  aroused  by  uncontrolled 
immigration.  It  has  been  wide¬ 
ly  understood  at  least  since  the 
mid-1970s  that  good  race  rela¬ 
tions  depend  on  strict  immi¬ 
gration  control.  The  right  of 
asylum  is  one  of  the  last  re¬ 
maining  means  of  undermin¬ 
ing  that  control. 

So  it  wall  remain,  even  if  the 
Government's  proposals  are 
implemented.  There  will  be  re¬ 
strictions  on  social  security;  it 
will  be  made  harder  for  asy¬ 
lum-seekers  to  find  jobs  —  but 
Britain  will  still  entice  innum¬ 
erable  people  from  distressed 
conditions  in  other  countries. 
Ministers  have  allowed  their 
civil  servants  and  their  liberal 
critics  to  inhibit  them.  What  is 
presently  offered  is  not  a 
tough-minded  attempt  to 
grapple  with  fundamentals, 
but  marginal,  grandmother’s- 
footsteps  changes,  which  wall 
not  solve  the  problem.  Some 
future  government  will  even¬ 
tually  Slave  to  return  io  the 
asylum  question,  and  deal 
with  the  basic  flaws. 
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It’s  a  dirty  business 


Some  people  are  never  happy 
if  they  are  not  in  a  fight,  or 
limbering  up  for  one.  I  know 
that  that  is  true,  because  1  am 
myself  one  of  those  very  people.  No.  I 
do  not  punch  heads,  far  less  brandish 
knives,  but  if  there  is  a  scrap  in  which 
words  alone  are  the  weapons  used, 
count  me  in. 

I  hope  he  will  take  this  in  good 
part,  but  1  cannot  but  think  that  Tiny 
Rowland  fits  perfectly  the  bill  of 
“never  quite  happy  if  not  in  a  fight". 
Even  if  I  am  mistaken.  Tiny  can 
hardly  deny  that  —  whether  he 
started  it  or  joined  tn  or  was  hit  first 
— he  is  almost  always  found  donning 
the  gloves,  and  I  don't  mean  the  kind 
of  gloves  which  keep  people  warm 
when  it's  snowing. 

Well,  if  my  readers'  appetite  has 
been  whetted  by  the  above,  it  is  likely 
that  they  will  at  least  want  to  know 
more  about  this  remarkable  figure 
(figure  indeed,  for  he  stands  well  over 
six  feet),  and  it  is  natural  for  them  to 
seek  more  about  him  from  someone 
who  has  a  Who's  Who. 

Ah,  but  now  for  Tiny’s  greatest 
trick.  We  hardened  newspapermen 
watch,  heaving  with  laughter  as  the 
trick  is  unfolded  before  the  eyes  of  the 
innocent  public  we  have  seen  it 
many  times  before,  but  now  bewil¬ 
derment  breaks  out  in  all  directions. 
ForTiny  is  not  in  Who's  Who.  And  he 
is  not  there,  because  he  does  not  want 
to  be  there. 

Oh,  yes,  you  wont  believe  it.  and 
you  will  borrow  a  Who's  Who,  or 
finger  one  in  the  nearest  public 
library.  We’ve  got  him,  we  cry  — 
Rowland,  there  is  the  name  in  good 
black  print — but  you  must  peer  more 
closely,  for  the  Rowland  you  nobbled 
was  not  Tiny  Rowland,  but  another 
Rowland,  this  one  Christopher.  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  the  Exegesis  of  Holy 
Scripture,  which  as  a  description  of 
Tiny  would  be  going  pretty  far. 

Nor  is  there  any  solace  from  the 
next  Rowland  down,  for  he  is  Row¬ 
land.  David.  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
for  Mid  Glamorgan,  and  no  one  has 
ever  seen  Tiny  in  Mid  Glamorgan. 
And  Rowland,  Geoffrey.  QC,  Solici¬ 
tor-General  for  Guernsey,  no  doubt 
has  a  lovely,  sunny  life  with  hardly  a 
single  yearly  murder  to  deal  with.  As 
for  Rowland.  Air  Marshal  Sir  James, 
we  have  here  a  brave  fighter,  so  it  is 
fitting,  therefore,  that  he  has  been 
given  the  honour  of  being  the 
Governor  of  New  South  Wales. 

Then  there  are  Rowland,  David. 
Chairman  of  Lloyd's  since  1993; 


Tiny  Rowland  has  lost  control  of  the 
company  he  has  nurtured  for  34 
years  —  and  to  a  board  he  appointed 


Rowland,  Mark.  Soria]  Security  and 
Child  Support  Commissioner  and 
finally  Rowland,  His  Honour  Robert 
Todd,  County  Court  Judge  of  North¬ 
ern  Ireland. 

As  you  see.  Tiny  is  an  elusive 
figure.  But  more  to  the  point,  he  is  a 
tough  one.  and  above  all  a  persistent 
one.  Again  and  again  he  goes  into  a 
fight  (see  above)  and  wins  it,  even 
when  the  odds  are  stacked  high 
against  him. 

Now  I  have  said  that  I  like  a 
fight;  but  I  do  not  fight  at  random.  I 
choose  the  side  which  I  think  is  in  the 
right  And  the  fight  in  question  here 

is  Lonrho  v  Dieter  _ 

Bock. 

You  cannot  of  Jj 

course,  have  forgot-  rj  £/lr*i 

ten  Lonrho  and  its  w  t 

battles.  Some  of  y 

those  battles  were  f  ^ 
bloody  indeed;  *  .f'j 

when  Alan  Bond  *  t 

attempted  a  chall-  — 

engetoTinyand  his 
empire.  Bond  limped  out  of  the  ring 
and  not  long  after  that  was  totally 
ruined.  Nobody  could  call  Tiny 

Rowland  a  gentle  fighter,  and  to  try  to 
do  him  down  would  be  appallingly 
dangerous;  moroever,  when  he  fights 
he  is  not  necessarily  in  the  right  And 
—  this  is  going  back  into  the  past  — 
when  he  owned  The  Observer,  very 
many  at  the  paper  wished  Tiny  had 
never  been  bom. 

But  this  is  today,  and  the  adversar¬ 
ies  are  Tiny  Rowland  and  Dieter 
Bock. 

i  must  make  dear  that  Tiny  is  not 
fighting  to  scrape  up  a  few  pounds 
which  would  keep  him  out  of  the 
workhouse.  He  made  his  pile,  and  a 
high  pile  it  was;  experts  in  these 
matters  tell  me  that  Tiny  for  a  long 
time  had  a  yearly  salary  of  a  million 
and  a  half.  But  it  wasn’t  the  money 
that  caused  him  to  rear  up  and  fight: 
it  was  that  he  had  been  pushed  out  of 
Lonhro,  and  Dieter  Bode  had  taken 
his  place. 

And  in  this  fight,  I  am  on  Tiny 
Rowland’s  side.  (I  wanted  to  start 
my  broadside  by  saying  that  Bock  is 
a  beastly  Kraut,  but  that  might 


Bernard 

Levin 


be  somewhat  embarrassing,  true 
though  it  is,  because  Tiny  himself 
has  more  than  a  touch  of  the  Kraut¬ 
brush.) 

1  am  not  going  to  pour  statistics 
over  my  readers,  not  least  because  I 
would  not  understand  what  was 
being  poured.  You  must  understand 
that  this  is  not  to  do  with  mergers  or 
shareholders  or  conglomerates  or 
rights  issues  or  non-executive  direc¬ 
tors  or  a  thousand  more  words  that 
mean  something  about  something 
else.  No  doubt  that  is  all  very' 
important  in  the  business,  but  it 
leaves  out  one  crucial  part  of  the 

_  story:  the  heart 

■j  It  is  no  use  telling 
.  . .  /  me  that,  in  the  old 

saWf  money  has  no 
W#  V#'  smell.  Tiny  Row- 

•  land  has  a  fortune 

that  must  come  to 
f  kL  rather  more  than 

V  a  hundred  million 

—  pounds:  but  he  has 

lost  the  company 
that  he  created,  built  up.  and  loved 
for  34  years.  Pause  here:  when  the 
annual  general  meeting  took  place. 
Tiny  was  fighting  not  to  bring  back 
his  beloved  34-year-old  creature,  but 
to  be  honorary  president  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  —  not  quite,  after  all,  what  he 
had  once  had,  but  still  something.  He 
had  to  get  75  per  cent  of  the  share¬ 
holder  votes  to  become  president,  and 
he  knew  that  practically  all  of  those  75 
per  cent  would  have  to  come  from 
small  investors,  for  the  other  25  per 
cent  would  sniff,  wink  and  make  sure 
that  Tiny  (by  one  and  a  half  per  cent 
as  it  came  about)  would  lose. 


And  so  he  did.  But  as  the 
cheers  of  the  little  people 
rang  out.  Tiny  shouted 
above  the  din  one  very 
telling  sentence.  Turning  to  the 
memlKrs  of  the  board  of  the  com¬ 
pany  he  cried:  “1  appointed  every  one 
of  you." 

When  1  was  young,  and  wondering 
what  I  might  do  with  my  life,  I 
thought  of  various  possibilities.  I 
thought  of  many,  like  medicine,  or 
teaching,  or  the  stage,  or  politics,  or 


Squawk  back 


THE  HISTORY  of  the  ravens  at 
the  Tower  of  London  has  been 
chequered.  Two  were  dismissed 
this  year  for  “conduct  unbecom¬ 
ing".  Another  was  killed  by  a  police 
spaniel.  But  the  two  latest  recruits 
speak  English. 

Thor  and  Odin  both  arrived  at 
the  Tower  last  month  to  replace  the 
two  rogues  which  were  cast  out. 
They  came  from  the  Owl  Sanctu¬ 
ary  neaT  Ringwood  in  the  New 
Forest,  where  they  were  nursed  as 


Ravening  at  the  Tower 


chicks  after  they  fell  out  of  a  tree 
which  was  cut  down. 

Although  there  are  no  reports  of 
them  conversing  yet  at  their  new 
home,  visitors  to  the  Tower  should 
not  be  alarmed  if  they  are  greeted 
by  a  squawky  "Hello"  or  even 
insulted  with  “What  you  want 
then?"  Chris  MQson.  the  Owl 
Sanctuary's  manager,  admits  they 
struggle  with  long  sentences.  “But 
they  are  very  good  mimics.  The 
ravens  talk  when  they  want  to,"  he 
says.  “They  won't  talk  while  you 
are  there,  but  wait  until  you  move 
and  then  say  one  word  because 
they  know  you  will  turn  back. 

"The  BBC  were  once  filming 
them  as  if  they  were  wild  ravens. 
They  couldn’t  use  the  end  of  the 
footage  because  one  of  them  flew 
up  within  inches  of  die  camera  lens 
and  said  ’Hello,  mate’." 

Smashed 

A  PARTY  hosted  by  the  perfumer 
Faberge  and  partly  organised 
by  Princess  Alexandra’s  daughter, 
Marina  Mowatt.  looks  likely  to  re¬ 
sult  in  a  lawsuit  for  damages  of 
more  than  £40.000. 

The  celebrity  knees-up  last 
month  at  one  of  the  smartest  pent- 


quarters .  Anybody  desperate  for  a 
gasper  can  apply  for  subsidised 
nicotine  patches  from  a  nurse  in 
the  building. 


Temper 

temper 


houses  in  London,  was  attended 
by  the  likes  of  Britt  EkJand  and 
upmarket  characters  such  as  Mi¬ 
chelle  Collins  (who  plays  Cindy  in 
EastEnders).  and  the  Gladiator 
"Saracen".  They  are  said  to  have 
taken  cover  as  the  yob  element 
swung  into  its  stride  and  wreaked 
havoc.  “The  floor,  the  walls,  the 
steel  and  the  leatherwork  and 
paintwork  are  all  damaged."  says 
the  Manhattan  Loft  Corporation, 
which  owns  the  flat  and  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  sue. 

A  company  called  Pushca  Pro¬ 
ductions  organised  the  party  with 
the  help  of  Marina  Mowatt  They 
are  planning  to  bring  in  an  inde¬ 
pendent  assessor,"  says  a  Faberge 
representative.  “It's  been  blown 
out  of  proportion." 

•  77ie  BBC  World  Service  will  ease 
the  path  for  unrepentant  smokers 
when  it  bans  smoking  in  commu¬ 
nal  parts  of  its  Bush  House  head- 


EVELYN  WAUGH  was  sceptical 
about  the  art  of  graphology.  The 
Royal  Society  of  Literature  is  hold¬ 
ing  a  sale  later  this  month  to 
raise  money,  and  one  of  the  letters 
included  is  from  the  bad-tempered 
author  to  one  Mrs  Frederick  Stopp, 
dated  June  22, 1963. 
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"Timothy’s  been  dropped 
from  his  Nativity  Puty” 


He  writes:  “It  may  interest  you 
to  know  that  the  other  day  a  friend 
of  mine  in  Paris  met  a  lady  who 
claimed  to  be  a  ‘qualified  graph¬ 
ologist1.  Shown  a  letter  of  mine 
she  proclaimed  I  had  a  singularly 
beautiful  character  but  no  imagi¬ 
nation  . . 


Wise  guys 

A  FESTIVE  feeling  has  hit  die 
Treasury.  Kenneth  Clarke's  advis¬ 
ers,  the  “seven  wise  men",  are 
somewhat  depleted.  After  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  recent  departures,  only 
Gavyn  Davies.  Patrick  M  inford 
and  Timothy  Congdon  remain. 

"It  is  very  likely  that  others  may 
be  appointed  in  the  near  future,  but 
for  the  festive  season,  rather  appro¬ 
priately,  we  are  down  to  the  bibli¬ 
cal  three  wise  men,"  says  Congdon. 

Jane’s  plains 

HUGH  GRANT  has  upset  the 
Jane  Austen  Society;  he  is  too 
handsome.  Emma  Thompson  who 
stars  with  Grant  in  the  forthcom¬ 
ing  film  of  Sense  and  Sensibility 
and  wrote  the  screenplay,  says  the 
society  rang  New  York  to  complain 
about  the  foppish  actor  playing 
Edward  Ferrars.  saying  he  was 
“too  good-looking". 

Susan  McCartan  the  society's 
honorary  secretary  explains.  “No 


Ravening  on  the  set 

one  is  particularly  handsome  in 
Sense  and  Sensibility.  They  should 
have  found  people  who  look  like 
the  people  of  the  time  and  don't  be¬ 
have  as  though  they  were  in  the 
21st  century.  But  we  just  grin  and 
bear iL" 

•  Yesterday  morning  at  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Civil  Engineers.  Jack  Cun¬ 
ningham.  the  Labour  Shadow 
Heritage  Secretary,  launched  Lab¬ 
our's  Football  Charter.  To  the  as¬ 
tonishment  of  the  assembled  foot¬ 
ball  types,  however,  he  stood  up 
and  introduced  himself  as  Shadow 
Environment  Secretary,  a  post  he 
held  between  19S3-J9S9. 


art  or  even  carpentry.  But,  curiously, 
business  was  never  even  in  my  mind. 
Have  I  wasted  my  years  by  not 
becoming  a  businessman?  Perhaps; 
who  knows  how  fate  throws  down  the 
cards?  But  I  have  a  due;  if  a  man 
builds  up  a  huge  business  and  runs  it 
successfully — very  successfully — for 
34  years,  and  then  is  ousted  by  the 
very  directors  he  appointed.  I  think,  I 
do  truly  think,  that  I  did  not  make  a 
mistake  when  I  failed  to  consider 
business  as  a  career. 

Tiny  Rowland  (incidentally.  I  have 
only  met  him  a  couple  of  times  and 
those  briefly,  and  1  have  never  had 
any  favours  from  him)  is  the  epitome 
of  the  man  who  will  not  mve  in. 
Remember  his  colossal  and  enor¬ 
mously  expensive  fight  against  the  al 
Fayeds?  In  the  end,  they  kissed  and 
made  up,  but  something  tells  me  that 
this  time  it  will  be  a  fight  to  the  finish. 
I  have  already  had  countless  column 
inches  from  him.  and  if  I  know  Tiny 
he  won’t  stop  there.  One  veiy  Tinyish 
statement  from  him  suggests  that  he 
will  certainly  not  stop  anywhere.  It 
says:  “Let  there  be  no  doubt,  Mr  Bock 
won’t  have  the  time  to  do  property 
deals  in  Germany  or  anywhere  else. 
Hell  be  too  busy  facing  me  in  court," 
Tiny  has  a  forest  of  Big  Berthas, 
but  he  can  be  subtle  when  he  wants. 
He  has  put  together  a  fascinating 
sideways  attack  on  Dieter  Bock  in  a 
somewhat  rarefied  form.  With  no 
shouting  (much  less  shooting)  Tiny 
tells  investors  who  are  thinking  of 
taking  shares  in  —  well.  let  Tiny 
speak  for  himself: 

The  Board  of  Lonrho  proposes  a 
merger  of  i is  platinum  assets  with  a 
competitor,  the  lmpala  platinum 
mines  . . .  These  terms  are  not  good 
enough,  when  it  is  realised  that  as 
formulated  they  result  in:  a  price  far 
less  than  that  envisaged  .  .  .  loss  of 
ultimate  control  of  Lonrho's  biggest 
asset  ...  kiss  of  Lonrho's  central 
attraction  for  outside  investors . . .  loss 
of  direction  at  Lonrho  .  .  .  exclusion 
worldwide  from  any  further  platinum 
dealing  or  mining  by  Lonrho ...  It  is 
my  Ann  belief  that  this  is  the  wrong 
deal  and  should  be  voted  down  in  the 
interest  of  Lonrho  and  its 
shareholders. 

Not  bad  for  a  man  who  shouts  down 
an  entire  board,  eh? 

At  the  moment  Tiny  is  out  of  the 
ring,  and  can  only  wield  Tiny’s 
Curse.  But  I  found  in  this  tale  much 
to  think  about.  For  34  years  he  culti¬ 
vated  that  company,  and  now  he  sees 
it  in  other  hands.  Was  I  not  righL  all 
those  years  ago,  to  shun  business? 
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Anjana  Ahnja 

salutes  Galileo  as 
it  reaches  Jupiter 


On  the  sixih  floor  of  the  Huxley 

Building  at  London’s  Imper¬ 
ial  College,  two  of  the  com; 
dors  are  lined  with  tamadas of 
worlds  beyond  our  own.  Photographs 
and  drawings  of  inhospitable  plan¬ 
ets.  long-tailed  comets,  crateretud- 
ded  moons  and  pockmarked 
asteroids,  together  with  descriptions 
of  the  breathtaking  phenomena  to  be 
found  there;  have  inspired  and 
enthused  a  generation  of  space 
scientists.  Soon  the  -  spacecraft 
Galileo  will  add  its  souvemrs  totms 
fine  collection.  _ 

I  stepped  into  these  corridors  five 
years  ago.  when  I  joined  the  space 
and  atmospheric  physics  group  as  a 
doctoral  student.  No  other  discipline 
seemed  to  me  as  heroic,  frightening, 
challenging  or  otherworldly.  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  be  welcomed  into 
the  space  science  community  during 
the  infancy  of  two  one  adventures. 
Ulysses,  the  spacecraft:  whose  voyage 
to 'the  Sun  was  to  be  the  basis.of  ray 
thesis,  was  launched  in  the  month  I 
joined  the  group.  Ulysses  has  carried 
out  its  duties  faultlessly.  performing 
a  spectacular  rendezvous  with  Jupiter 
in  1992  before  turning  round  and 
heading  for  the  Sun,  which  it  readied 
last  year. 

The  other  adventure  be^an  a  year 
earlier  in  19S9,  when  Galileo  began 
its  roundabout  odyssey  to  Jupiter.  Its 
six-year  voyage  —  via  Earth  twice, 
Venus,  and  two  asteroids  —  was 
completed  just  after  midnight  last 
night,  bringing  to  a  close  one  of  the 
most  exciting,  troubled  and  oostfy 
chapters  in  the  history  of  space 
exploration-  _  Galileo,  against  all 
-odds,  is  now  the  hero  of  the  hour. 

The  event  which '  has  most 
captured  the  imagination  is  the 
fate  of  the  small  daughter 
probe  released  last  July. if  all  goes  as 
expected.. the  probe,  will  also  have 
reached  Jupiter  —  about  400  million 
miles  from  Earth  —  last  night  It  will 
have  become  the  first  visitor  to  probe 
one  of  tiie  giant  jHanets  (Jupiter, 
Saturn,  Uranus  and  Neptune),  de¬ 
scending  into  the  Jovian  atmosphere 
to  record  75  precious  minutes’  of 
information  about  the  harsh  condi¬ 
tions  within.  As  the  probe  parachuted 
first  through  the  planet's  frozen 
clouds  of  ammonia,  then  through  a 
layer  of  ice  crystals  and  water 


_  —  via  tiie  mother  craft  — 

information  about  its  eventual  grave. 

The  probe,  barely  a  metre  across, 
would  either  have-roasted  in  tiie 
intense  heat  or  been  squashed  to  a 
pip  by  the  extraordinary  atmospheric 
pressures.  And  that  demise  would 
have  taken  place  above  the  real 
inferno  that  constitutes  the  planet 
itself  —  a  boiling,  bubbling  soup  of 
liquid  hydrogen. 

Attempting  to  manoeuvre  tiie 
mother  spacecraft  Galileo  into  orbit 
must  have  been  heart-stopping  for 
mission  control  at  tiie  Jet  Propulsion 
Laboratory  in  Pasadena,  California. 
Upon  arrival. a!  Jupiter,  the  space¬ 
craft  would  have  braked,  fired  its 
engines  for  48  minutes  and  thrust 
into  orbit  with  a  little  gravitational 
help  from  Io,  one  of  Jupiter's  biggest 
moons.  Galileo  will  now  rirde  the 
planet  for  22  months,  recording, 
measuring  and  photographing  phe¬ 
nomena  that  scientists  have  so  far 
only  guessed  at 

Io  is  the  worst-tempered  of  Jupi- 
1  tor’s  16  moons,  and  tiie  mast  volcani¬ 
cally  active  body  inlhe  solar  system, 

1  continuously  spewing  sulphur. 
Galileo  will  soon  brave  Io’s  intense 
radiation  field  again  in  order  to 
photograph  this  extra-terrestrial  eye¬ 
sore  in  unprecedented  detail. 

Besides  To,  the  largest  planet  in 
the  solar  system  has  three 
other  prominent  moons.  Euro- 
pa,  Ganymede  and  Callisto  and  Io 
were  first  observed  through  a  tele¬ 
scope  by  Galileo  —  not  the  spacecraft 
but  the  Italian  Renaissance  astrono¬ 
mer  —  who  saw  “four  planets,  never 
seen  from  the  very  beginning  of  the 
world  up  to  our  own  times”.  In 
remembrance  of  this,  these  "planets" 
were  christened  the  Galilean  moans. 

Before  Voyager  sailed  dose  to  them 
in  the  late  1970s,  scientists  assumed 
that  these  moons  were  similar.  But  To 
and  Europa  are  craterless  halls, 
unlike  Ganymede  and  Callisto.  Euro¬ 
pa  is  the  smallest  and  bean  an  icy 
crust  Callisto  is  covered  with  ice  and 
rock,  and  dotted  with  mountains. 
Ganymede  is  tiie  brightest  and 
biggest  of  tiie  quartet,  and  is  tiie 
largest  moon  of  any  planet 
Jupiter,  which  spins  at  the  rate  of 
one  revolution  every  ten  hours,  is  the 
only  planet  to  radiate  more  energy 
than  it  absorbs,  and  would  have  been 
a  star  had  it  been  about  ten  times 
bigger.  So  studying  the  plank  may 
give  dues  to  how  our  closest  star,  the 
Sun,  came  into  being.  The  probe  will 
also  study  Jupiter’s  turbulent  wea¬ 
ther,  including  the  Great  Red  Spot  a 
hurricane  that  has  raged  uninter¬ 
rupted  for  three  centuries. 

Galileo  has  already  furnished 
dose-up  images  of  asteroids,  Venus, 
and  of  Comet  Shoemaker-Levy 
speeding  towards  Jupiter.  Critics 
point  out  that  $1.4  billion  has  been 
spent  on  the  spacecraft  since  its 
inception.  But  space  exploration  is  as 
much  about  culture  as  science.  We 
are  continually  seeking  answers  to 
the  most  fundamental  question,  that 
of  our  existence.  How  are  we  to  do 
that  if  we  cannot  explore  the  wonders 
on  our  celestial  doorstep? 
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LEST  YE  BE  JUDGED 

Judges  may  fight  ministers,  but  there  is  no  constitutional  crisis 


Lord  Mackay  of  dashfem  denied  vig¬ 
orously  yesterday  that  he  has  warned  the 
judiciary  “not  to  overstep  their  powers  by 
usrng  judicial  review  to  challenge  min¬ 
isterial  decisions".  After  speculation  that  he 
was  going  to  pronounce  sonorously  on  »he 
sovereignty  of  Parliament,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  went  out  of  his  way  to  defend  the 
independence  of  judges  and  the  vital 
importance  of  judicial  review. 

Nonetheless,  it  is  no  secret  that  he  and 
other  senior  figures  in  the  legal  world  are 
anxious  about  the  increasing  antagonism 
between  judges  and  ministers.  To  add  to  the 
impression  of  impending  constitutional 
crisis.  Lord  Taylor,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  is 
soon  to  meet  the  Prime  Minister  to  discuss 
the  problem.  Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary,  must  be  losing  count  of  the 
number  of  times  he  has  been  condemned  by 
judges  in  the  press,  in  court  or  in  private. 

In  October,  Lord  Taylor  himself  led  the 
charge  against  Mr  Howard’s  announce¬ 
ment  that  repeat  rapists  would  automatical¬ 
ly  be  sentenced  to  life  and  that  minimum  jail 
sentences  would  be  introduced  for  other  seri¬ 
ous  offenders.  Last  week.  Lord  Donaldson, 
the  former  Master  of  the  Roils,  launched  a 
fierce  broadside  against  the  Home  Secre¬ 
tary.  describing  the  measures  he  has  pro¬ 
posed  as  contrary  to  the  rule  of  law.  Follow¬ 
ing  this  lead.  Lord  Ackner,  a  former  law 
lord,  accused  the  Government  of  “playing 
politics  with  the  administration  of  justice”.  A 
string  of  judgments  against  ministerial 
decisions  has  prompted  many  politicians  to 
question  the  scope  of  judicial  review.  Sir 
Ivan  Lawrence,  Tory  MP  for  Burton,  has 
been  the  most  outspoken  critic  of  the  judici¬ 
ary’s  alleged  hubris  but  not  the  only  one. 

Some  have  seen  in  these  skirmishes  the 
seeds  of  a  damaging  constitutional  conflict 
between  an  overmighty  Conservative  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  a  desperately  exasperated 


judiciary.  Although  the  friction  upon  which 
this  claim  is  basal  is  undeniable,  it  should 
be  kept  in  perspective. 

First,  it  is  scarcely  new.  The  tension 
between  common  law  and  statute,  between 
judicial  discretion  and  executive  fiat,  has 
long  been  a  feature  of  the  British  constitu¬ 
tion  —  most  famously  in  the  great  disputes 
in  the  17th  century  between  Sir  Edward 
Coke  and  Lord  Chancellor  Ellesmere. 

Second,  the  current  debate  is  not  party 
political.  Lord  Irvine  of  Lairg,  the  Shadow 
Lord  Chancellor,  recently  criticised  “greater 
activism"  in  judicial  review  and  described 
some  judicial  views  as  “contrary  to  the 
established  law  and  usages  of  our  country". 
This  may  not  be  Tony  Blair's  view.  But  it 
illustrates  that  concern  about  judicial  review 
is  not  confined  to  Conservative  ministers 
allegedly  determined  to  curtail  andent 
liberties.  The  number  of  applications  to  the 
High  Court  for  leave  to  challenge  admin¬ 
istrative  derisions  rose  from  160  in  1974  to 
2,886  in  1993.  It  is  reasonable  both  to 
question  this  increase  and  to  ensure  that 
judical  review  is  not  discredited  by  overuse. 

Most  importantly,  the  argument  is  less 
strictly  adversarial  than  it  might  first 
appear.  One  of  the  most  distinctive  features 
of  the  British  constitution  is  that  the 
separation  of  powers  is  blurred.  The  Cabinet 
is  die  hinge  between  the  executive  and  the 
legislature;  a  government  is  formed  on  the 
basis  of  its  ability  to  command  a  majority  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  executive 
enjoys  a  wide  range  of  quasi-judiriai  powers, 
such  as  the  setting  of  tariffs  for  life  sentences. 
The  judiciary,  likewise,  has  gained  greater 
powers  to  quash  government  derisions  —  a 
welcome  counterbalance  to  the  central¬ 
isation  of  executive  power.  Within  this 
framework,  the  struggle  for  constitutional 
advantage  is  natural,  continuous  and  will 
long  outlast  this  Government 


POUNDS,  EUROS  AND  SENSE 

A  picture  of  that  common  currency  in  your  pocket 


The  French  President  and  German  Chancel¬ 
lor  last  night  reaffirmed  their  faith  that  at 
least  some  European  states  would  create  a 
single  currency  in  1999.  Next  week’s  EU 
summit  in  Madrid  will  say  the  same  and 
officially  christen  the  new  currency-to-be  as 
the  “euro'’.  In  the  new  year,  the  European 
Commission  will  start  a  sales  campaign  for 
die  euro-mark,  the  euro-franc,  the  euro- 
schilling  and  tiie  europound.  We  do  not 
wish  today  to  join  the  great  debate  on  all  this 
— merely  the  little  debates. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  single  currency 
does  start  on  January  1, 1999.  The  new  notes 
and  coins  will  not  enter  circulation  for  three 
more  years.  Six  months  later,  an  unknown 
number  of  national  currencies  will  dis¬ 
appear  as  legal  tender.  Both  technical  and 
political  reasons  require  such  a  long 
transition:  the  German  authorities  want  the 
symbolically  powerful  deutschmark  kept 
alive  as  long  as  possible  and  the  reminting  of 
an  unknown  proportion  of  the  EU*  12 
billion  banknotes  and  300,000  tons  of  coins 
itself  needs  several  years. 

.The  unknown  aspects  of  this  massive 
change  multiply  by  leaps  and  bounds.  On 
the  first  day  of  1999,  the  exchange  rates  of 
participating  currencies  art  due  to  be 
irrevocably  locked.  This  is  liable  to  be  a  big 
event  on  the  financial  markets  and  some¬ 
thing  of  an  anti-climax  in  the  streets. 
Relative  values  of  the  euro-franc  and  euro¬ 
mark  will  not  change;  banks  will  no  longer 
have  a  buying  and  selling  rate  for  currencies 
inside  the  new  zone.  But  the  traveller 
between,  say.  France  and  Germany  will 
notice  tittle  difference. 

He  or  she  can  try  buying  a  Schinkenbmt 
in  Germany  with  francs.  Just  as  now.  a 
friendly  sandwich  bar  may  accept  them. 
But  Germany  has  told  its  partners,  the 


shopkeeper  will  not  be  compelled  to  accept 
the  notes  and  coins  from  other  states  who 
have  joined  the  monetary  union.  So,  for  the 
three-year  phase-in.  banks  should  still  have 
business  in  swapping  francs,  marks  and 
guilders.  Running  no  risk  of  currencies 
moving  against  each  other,  bank  charges  for 
money-changing  should  fall  to  reflect  only 
the  administrative  costs  involved.  Would 
anybody  care  to  bet  10  euros  that  banks  will 
find  a  way  of  inserting  a  few  extra  charges 
into  the  process? 

Year  One,  not  to  mention  Years  Two  and 
Three,  of  the  new  era  will  thus  closely  re¬ 
semble  the  old  era.  British  travellers  and 
tourists  entering  a  euro-zone  which  does  not 
include  sterling  will  find  managing  money 
at  least  as  complicated  as  now.  Simplifica¬ 
tion  of  the  daily  life  of  the  euro-punter  in  the 
single  market  will  not  arrive  until  the  middle 
of 2002.  As  that  date  and  the  real  birth  of  the 
euro  approaches,  shops  prices  will  be  in  both 
euros  and  old  money  —  resembling  the  du¬ 
plicate  labels  which  adorned  British  goods 
while  people  adjusted  to  decimal  coinage  in 
Britain  in  1971.  The  European  Commission 
is  keeping  an  open  mind  on  whether  or  not 
shops  and  businesses  will  be  forced  to  show 
both  old  and  new  currencies.  Six  months  of 
changeover  happen  in  2002  and  both 
currencies  will  exist  as  legal  tender  along¬ 
side  each  other.  Millions  of  slot  machines 
and  cash  registers  must  be  changed  and  the 
banks,  makers  and  users  are  all  appealing 
for  subsidies  to  help  defray  the  cost. 

The  advocates  of  a  single  currency  say  that 
member  countries  will  have  their  economies 
invigorated  by  all  this.  They  also  promise 
that  travellers  will  find  life  simpler,  it  is  true 
that  opportunities  for  hoisting  prices  invari¬ 
ably  invigorate  the  alert  entrepreneur.  As  for 
the  easy  life  for  travellers,  just  wait  for  it 


LIVING  DOLLS 

Girls  should  not  model  themselves  on  Barbie 


r3 


If  a  Barbie  doll  were  a  living  woman,  she 
would  be  too  thin  to  conceive  a  child  and 
would  probably  be  hospitalised  for  anorexia. 
Her  improbable  proportions — equivalent  to 
39-13-33  —  would  be  possible  to  achieve  in 
real  life  only  through  an  unhealthy 
combination  of  obsessive  dieting  and  the 
surgeon*  knife:  such  a  shape  would  surely 
call  for  the  removal  of  her  lower  ribs  and  the 
insertion  of  silicone  implants  in  her  breasts. 
Yet  this  representation  of  the  dangers  of 
surgical  engineering  and  near-starvation 
looks  set  to  be  the  best-selling  Christmas  toy 
this  year.  Is  Barbie  really  the  role  model  that 
we  want  for  our  daughters? 

In  recent  years,  doctors  have  noticed  an 
alarming  increase  in  eating  disorders,  not 
just  among  adolescents,  but  from  ^rls  as 
young  as  eight.  Can  this  be  surprising,  when 
a  recent  advertisement  for  their  favourite  toy 
ran,  “Now  she*  lost  a  few  pounds,  she*  even 
more  attractive-?  A  study  by  foe  University 
of  Arizona  comparing  foe  attitudes  of  white 
and  black  girls  to  their  bodies  found  that  90 
per  cent  of  the  white  girls  expressed 
dissatisfaction  and  saw  dieting  as  a  panacea. 
Their  ideal  woman?  Five  feet  seven  mches.  a 
mere  seven  stone,  with  long  legs  and  flowing 
hair.  As  the  researchers  comment  mis 
emaciated  fantasy  “was  a  living  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  the  Barbie  doll-. 

Yet  of  foe  black  teenage^  70  per  cmtwere 

content  with  their  bodies.  They  talked  about 
appearance  in  terms  of  style,  attitude,  pnde 
andpersonality.  While  the  white  girls 


wanted  to  be  thin,  the  black  girls  preferred  to 
be  shapely.  They  may  bemoan  the  absence 
of  black  role  models  from  toy  manufac¬ 
turers,  but  at  least  they  are  not  caught  up  in 
the  invidious  Barbie  spell. 

Women  have  always  cared  about  their 
appearance,  and  girls  have  always  been 
more  concerned  than  boys.  But  there  used  to 
be  a  time  when  “perfection"  in  shape  was 
somewhat  easier  to  achieve  than  it  is  now. 
There  is  no  need  to  hark  back  to  Rubens  or 
even  Manet  to  find  a  time  when  women  were 
supposed  to  look  womanly. 

Just  a  generation  ago.  foe  average  model 
weighed  8  per  cent  less  than  the  average 
woman;  today,  the  difference  is  23  per  cent 
And  many  of  than  now  go  under  the  knife  as 
well  as  smoking  and  taking  appetite- 
reducing  drugs  in  order  to  achieve  this 
“ideal"  shape.  The  more  publicly  esteemed 
foe  supermodels  become,  foe  more  freakish 
is  their  appearance.  Yet  these  catwalk 
models— foe  nearest  living  equivalent  of  foe 
Barbie  doll — are  the  template  against  which 
teenage  girls  measure  themselves  and  find 
themselves  “far. 

Why,  as  a  census  study  found  yesterday, 
do  many  more  teenage  girls  smoke  than 
boys?  Primarily  because  smoking  reduces 
the  appetite  and  allows  them  to  lose  weight 
It  is  time  to  restore  some  sanity  to  this 
distorted  world.  Fashion  victims  need  not 
look  like  famine  victims.  And  parents  too 
can  play  a  part  by  a  decision  this  Christmas 
to  go  on  a  Barbie-buying  strike. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Crown  copyright  and  public  access  to  laws  of  the  land 


From  Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill.  QC 

Sir.  Mr  Justice  Laddie  {report,  Law. 
December  5:  letter.  December  6)  is 
right  to  draw  attention  to  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  over-breadth  of  British  oopy- 
righr  law  in  protecting  government 
publications,  and  the  way  the  exploit¬ 
ation  of  Crown  copyright  {to  which  1 
would  add  parliamentary  copyright) 
severely  hampers  the  public*  access 
to  information  about  the  law  of  the 
land  and  the  work  of  Parliament  and 
Government. 

The  Crown  owns  the  copyright  in 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  statutory  in¬ 
struments.  Parliament  owns  copy¬ 
right  in  works  made  under  the  direct 
tion  or  control  of  either  House,  includ¬ 
ing  Hansard  and  committee  reports. 
These  copyrights  are  administered  by 
HMSO,  operating  as  a  separate  busi¬ 
ness  organisation  run  on  strictly  com¬ 
mercial  lines. 

In  October  1994.  the  Hansard  Soc¬ 
iety  kindly  published  foe  paper  1 
wrote  with  Lindsay  Mackie  and 
Michael  Renshaw  —  What  Price 
Hansard?  —  drawing  attention  to  the 
scandalously  high  price  of  Hansard. 
of  other  parliamentaiy  and  govern¬ 
ment  papers,  and  even  of  statutes.  We 
pointed  to  the  much  more  enlightened 
policies  and  practices  in  o titer  demo¬ 
cracies.  and  made  practical  recom¬ 
mendations  to  improve  foe  public* 
ability  to  afford  to  read  this  material. 

Last  month  I  asked  the  Govern¬ 
ment  whether  they  would  consider 
amending  our  legislation  (as  has  been 
done  in  New  Zealand)  to  abolish 
Crown  copyright  in  legislation  and  in 
foe  copying  of  parliamentary  or  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings.  The  answer  —  which 
readers  will  have  to  pay  £420  to  read 


in  the  day*  Hansard  (November  22) 
—  was  that  the  Government  would 
not  do  so  because  “Copyright  legisla¬ 
tion  offers  valuable  protection  against 
inappropriate  use  of  legislation,  for 
example  in  connection  with  advertis¬ 
ing". 

In  Australia,  a  standard  work  on  in¬ 
tellectual  property  law  states: 

Prerogative  rights  in  respea.  of  public  docu- 
m  exits,  such  as  statutes  and  judgments,  are 
no  longer  appropriate  in  a  modem  demo¬ 
cratic  state,  which  is  far  removed  in  time 
and  condition  from  (he  circumstances 
which  spawned  such  claims  in  Tudor  and 
Stuart  England. 

I  agree  with  this  refreshingly  demo¬ 
cratic  view,  reflected  in  Sir  Hugh  Lad¬ 
die*  equally  refreshing  lecture.  The 
present  and  unique  restrictions  in  this 
country  are  plainly  operating  against 
the  public  interest. 

U  Parliament  refuses  to  abolish  par¬ 
liamentary  and  Crown  copyright  in 
these  works,  it  should  at  least  create  a 
right  of  access  to  legislative  material 
and  parliamentary  debates  and  re¬ 
ports  without  cost  or  at  only  marginal 
cost. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ANTHONY  LESTER. 

House  of  Lords. 

December  6. 

From  Mr  Martin  Howe 

Sir.  Since  it  is  the  State  which  issues 
Acts  of  Parliament,  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions.  and  many  other  official  docu¬ 
ments  which  make  law  and  directly 
affect  citizens,  it  is  surely  inappropri¬ 
ate  that  the  State  should  then  levy 
copyright  reproduction  fees  on  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  these  materials  to  citi¬ 
zens  who  are  affected  by  them.  The 
fact  that  the  right  to  levy  this  hidden 


tax  is  vested  in  a  money-driven,  self- 
funding  agency  such  as  HMSO 
makes  the  position  worse;  not  better, 
as  Mr  Pond.  Head  of  the  Public  In¬ 
formation  Office,  seems  to  suggest  in 
his  letter  {December  6). 

This  problem  is  not  just  about 
money.  The  monopoly  conferred  by 
copyright  law  can  be  used  to  suppress 
altogether  foe  publication  of  materials 
against  the  wishes  of  the  official  own¬ 
er  of  the  copyright. 

The  Bavarian  State  Government, 
for  instance,  has  recently  taken  action 
through  the  Swedish  courts  to  sup¬ 
press  the  publication  of  a  critically  an¬ 
notated  Swedish  edition  of  Mein 
Kampf  and  to  destroy  stocks  of  the 
book.  It  is  doing  so  by  enforcing  the 
copyright  of  Adolf  Fuller,  which  is 
said  to  hare  vested  in  the  State  of  Bav¬ 
aria  after  Hitler*  death. 

Since  Hitler  died  50  years  ago,  his 
copyrights  would  have  expired  in 
most  countries  at  the  end  of  this  year, 
were  it  not  for  an  EC  directive  passed 
in  1993  to  align  foe  rest  of  foe  EC  with 
German  law.  This  compels  member 
states  to  extend  copyright  terms  to  70 
years  after  the  death  of  authors.  Regu¬ 
lations  to  implement  this  major 
change  in  British  law  are  now  going 
through  Parliament,  without  debate, 
under  the  statutory  instrument  proce¬ 
dure. 

Mr  Justice  Laddie*  remarks  are 
welcome  in  bringing  to  public  atten¬ 
tion  the  problems  of  access ive  and  in¬ 
appropriate  copyrights  and  their  pot¬ 
ential  for  abuse. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARTIN  HOWE, 

8  New  Square.  Lincoln*  Inn,  WC2. 
December  6. 


Synod  and  sin 

From  Mr  T.  J.  P.  Stevenson 

Sir,  Your  unhelpful  headline,  "Synod 
rejects  Carey*  warning  on  living  in 
sin”  (December  1),  was  accompanied 
by  the  assertion  that  the  synod  had 
“backed  foe  controversial  report  on 
foe  family ..." 

Members  were  asked  merely  to 
“take  note"  of  the  report  not  to  ex¬ 
press  a  view  on  whether  they  approv¬ 
ed  il  Many  who  were  strongly  critical 
of  some  of  the  content  voted  in  favour 
of  taking  note  because  they  felt  that  to 
do  otherwise  would  be  somewhat  un¬ 
gracious:  much  voluntary  work  had 
been  undertaken  in  its  compilation. 

It  would  therefore  be  unwise  to  re¬ 
gard  the  vote  as  a  measure  of  the 
strength  of  the  “liberal  wing"  in  the 
synod. 

Yours  faithfully. 

T.J.P.  STEVENSON 
{Synod  member). 

33  Saxonbuiy  Close, 

Crow  bo  rough.  East  Sussex. 
December  I. 


Synod  and  money 

From  Mrs  Jill  Lee 

Sir.  At  a  meeting  of  synod  which  I  at¬ 
tended  on  November  29  the  clergy 
were  told  by  one  of  their  number  that 
“the  money  is  in  the  parishes,  go  out 
and  get  i r. 

Synod  members  are  more  accus¬ 
tomed  to  the  ext orta tion:  "Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel." 

I  trust  that  they  will  not  be  so  naive 
as  to  believe  the  spokesman  from  foe 
Church  Commissioners  who  told 
them,  later  on  foe  same  day:  “We  will 
not  make  any  more  mistakes  with 
your  money." 

Yours  faithfully, 

JILL  LEE, 

The  King*  Retreat, 

King  John*  Walk,  Elfoam.  SE9. 


Royal  bargain 

From  Mr  A.  M.  Whaits 

Sir.  If  Lord  Macaulay*  History  of 
England  is  to  be  believed,  the  asser¬ 
tion  in  today*  leading  article,  “Sacred 
service",  that  until  last  week  no  Bri¬ 
tish  monarch  had  attended  a  Roman 
Catholic  service  in  this  country  since 
the  Elizabethan  settlement,  is  incor¬ 
rect. 

Macaulay  records  that  James  II 
used  to  attend  Mass  in  his  wife*  ora¬ 
tory  in  St  James*  Palace,  with  foe 
doors  open  to  an  antechamber.  Then, 
in  Passion  week,  1685,  James  attended 
a  Mass  at  Westminster  performed 
“with  regal  splendour”. 

Though  a  Catholic.  J  have  some 
sympathy  with  the  Protestant  demon¬ 
strators  outside  Westminster  Cathe¬ 
dral  (report;  December  2).  The  daugh¬ 
ters  of  James  II.  and  the  Hanoverians 
and  their  successors,  made  a  Faustian 
bargain:  the  right  to  the  throne  in  ex¬ 
change  for  the  right  to  choose  their  re¬ 
ligion.  No  harm  in  reminding  the  pre¬ 
sent  Monarch  that  had  it  not  been  so. 
we  might  now  be  subject  to  an  obscure 
Stuart 

Yours  faithfully, 

AM.  WHAITS. 

14  Vyvyan  Terrace, 

Clifton.  Bristol.  Avon. 

December  2. 


Government  blow  to  film  industry 


From  Officers  of  the  British 
Academy  of  Film  &  Television  Arts 

Sir,  The  aim  of  this  organisation  is  to 
achieve  excellence  in  British  film  and 
television.  We  see  the  decision  of  foe 
Secretary  of  State  for  National  Heri¬ 
tage  to  end  Britain*  support  for  the 
Eurimages  film  production  fund  as  an 
example  of  this  Government*  wilful 
blindness  to  the  economic  potential  of 
these  two  industries. 

The  annual  government  contribu¬ 
tion  to  Eurimages  is  £2  million.  The 
fend,  which  is  supported  by  all  the 
countries  of  the  Council  of  Europe 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Vatican  and 
Albania),  has  invested  in  56  films 
since  Britain  joined  in  April  1993. 

The  benefit  to  our  film  indusiry  has 
been  out  of  all  proportion  to  our  con¬ 
tribution.  We  in  Britain  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  making  films  in  the  most 
marketable  international  language 
and  many  European  producers  have 
sought  out  British  partners  through 
Eurimages.  If  we  do  not  stay  in  the 
fend  they  cannot  do  that,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult.  our  influence  in  European  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  diminished. 

We  need  our  European  base  to  con¬ 


tinue  to  compete,  not  just  in  Europe 
but  also  with  the  monolithic  North 
American  film  and  television  indus¬ 
tries.  Without  warning  or  consulta¬ 
tion,  the  Government  has  attacked 
that  base  and  diminished  two  indus¬ 
tries  with  real  potential  to  contribute 
to  this  country*  wealth  and  interna¬ 
tional  standing. 

No  doubt,  foe  Government  has  its 
reasons  for  wanting  to  steer  an  inde¬ 
pendent  course  in  Europe  but  this  de¬ 
cision.  which  shaves  a  tiny  amount 
from  foe  National  Heritage  budget, 
will  cause  much  damage  to  Britain 
with  very  little  gain  to  the  Exchequer. 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  PUTTNAM 
(Vice-President). 

EDWARD  MIRZOEFF 
(Chairman), 

KAREN  BROWN. 

TED  CHILDS. 

SIMON  RELPH, 

STEPHEN  WOOLLEY. 

The  British  Academy  of  Rim  & 
Television  Arts, 

195  Piccadilly.  Wl. 

December  5. 


Tate  taste 

From  Miss  A.  S.  Luck 

Sir,  Perhaps  the  Thie  suffers  from 
mad  cow  disease  (letters,  December  2, 
5.7) 

Yours  faithfully, 

ANDOLIE  S.  LUCK, 

6  St  George*  Mews, 

Regent*  Park  Road,  NWJ. 


Rural  buildings 

From  the  President  of  the 
Country  Landowners  Association 

Sir,  Libby  Purves  is  right  to  say  that 
people  and  their  traditional  trades 
matter  as  much,  if  not  more  than  “col¬ 
lector*  item"  buildings  f  Landscape 
with  people”,  November  28).  In  the 
countryside,  foe  survival  of  the  build¬ 
ing  is  largely  dependent  upon  foe  sur¬ 
vival  of  the  trade. 

Many  of  the  thousands  of  listed 
buildings  in  rural  Britain  have  no  one 
to  maintain  them;  neither  English 
Heritage  nor  local  authorities  have 
foe  money.  In  these  instances,  the 
building  must  work  far  its  own  keep. 

Planners  and  regulators  need  to  be 
aware  of  this.  Planners  need  to  over¬ 
come  prejudices  to  allow  both  new 
and  traditional  economic  activities  in 
redundant  but  valuable  buildings.  Re¬ 
gulators  must  avoid  taking  general¬ 
ised  EU  directives  and  re-interpreting 
them  in  Whitehall  guidelines  which 
are  then,  in  turn,  added  to  and  enforc¬ 
ed  by  local  inspectors. 

Many  a  small  but  important  rural 
business  and  barn  has  disappeared 
into  this  Brussels  triangle. 

Yours  faithfully, 

EWEN  CAMERON. 

President 

Country  Landowners  Association, 

16  Bel  grave  Square.  SW1. 

November  29. 


Trapped  by  nature 

From  Mr  M.  C.  Turiand 

Sir.  I  was  interested  to  read  about 
birds  caught  up  in  plants  (Feather  Re¬ 
port,  November  1&  letter,  November 
24). 

My  wife  and  I  are  custodians  of  a 
cactus  collection  belonging  to  my  son. 
During  foe  summer  foe  greenhouse  is 
left  open.  On  entering  ft  one  morning  I 
discovered  a  wren  captured  by  the 
hooks  of  a  large  Mammillaria  cactus. 

Both  wings  told  (ail  were  held  fast, 
so  1  decided  to  cut  the  barbs  away. 
After  much  carefal  snipping  I  was 
able  to  free  the  bird  without  too  much 
damage  to  the  plant 
Sad  to  say,  one  of  the  plant*  long 
spines  had  impaled  foe  wren*  breast 
and  it  died  later  that  day. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MICHAEL  G  TURLAND, 

Ludlow  House, 

12  Kingsley  Avenue. 

Kettering,  Northamptonshire. 
November  28. 


Cutting  prison  budgets 

From  Mr  R.J.  Kendrick 

Sir.  Having  served  as  a  prison  gover¬ 
nor  in  England.  Scotland  and  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  may  I  comment  on  your 
excellent  report  on  budget  cuts  in  foe 
prison  service  f  Search  for  savings 
will  halve  high  security  prisons".  Nov¬ 
ember  28). 

Successive  inquiries  from  Mount- 
batten  in  1966  to  Learmont  in  October 
this  year  have  all  pointed  in  some  way 
to  foe  problem  of  over  management 

While  prison  staff  in  England  and 
Wales  have  struggled  to  keep  to  bud¬ 
gets  and  now  face  having  them  reduc¬ 
ed,  have  their  headquarters  led  by  ex¬ 
ample?  Na  The  real  cost  of  the  total 
headquarters  machine  has  reached 
some  20  per  cent  of  foe  £1.6  billion  pri¬ 
son  budget 

Continued  HQ  growth  means  more 
difficulty  in  consulting  between  de¬ 
partments,  slow  and  cumbersome  de¬ 
cision  making,  more  papers  landing 
on  governors'  desks,  less  efficient  gov¬ 
erning,  less  efficient  security  and  so 
on. 

The  Home  Secretary  could  achieve 
his  aim  of  adding  12,000  prisoners 
and  reducing  budgets  without  caus¬ 
ing  total  chaos  if  he  confirmed  foe  act¬ 
ing  Director-General.  Richard  Tilt,  as 
the  first  professional  head  of  foe  pri¬ 
son  service,  but  only  if  he  makes  him 
accounting  officer  independent  of  and 
equal  to  foe  permanent  secretary  in 
foe  Home  Office. 

His  brief  should  be  to  slim  down 
headquarters  and  to  delegate  respon¬ 
sibility  to  governors.  The  savings  on 
the  HQ  budget  would  help  governors 
to  establish  foe  sound  regimes  which 
are  a  vital  component  of  security,  as 
well  as  producing  a  substantial  saving 
to  the  public  purse. 

The  Scottish  prison  service  coura¬ 
geously  started  down  this  road  in  the 
late  1980s.  They  were  still  going  strong 
when  I  left  them  some  three  years  ago 
to  join  foe  private  sector. 

Yours  faithfully. 

R.J.  KENDRICK, 

c/o  The  Prison  Governors 

Association, 

Horsefeny  House, 

Dean  Ryle  Street,  SWl. 

November  29. 


Letters  for  publication  should  carry 
contact  telephone  numbers.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  accept 
letters  by  telephone  but  they 
may  be  sent  by  fax  to  0171-782  5046. 


Changes  of  detail 
in  Vermeer’s  work 

From  the  Director  of  ArtWatch  UK 

Sir.  The  many  dramatic  changes  evi¬ 
dent  in  paintings  cleaned  for  foe  Ver¬ 
meer  exhibition  at  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery  in  Washington  constitute  yet  an¬ 
other  art  restoration  debacle.  Once 
again,  critics  applaud  some  altera¬ 
tions  as  "discoveries"  or  "gains"  but 
ignore  many  others. 

We  “discover"  (review.  Arts,  Dec¬ 
ember  5)  that  Vermeer  roughened 
part  of  his  View  of  Delft  with  sand  but 
are  not  told  that  one  figure  in  foe 
painting  lost  both  his  legs  during  the 
cleaning.  Neither  foe  catalogue  nor 
reviews  of  the  exhibition  mention  that 
the  Young  Girl  with  a  Flute  has  lost 
four  fifths  of  her  necklace.  The  paint¬ 
ing  hanging  on  the  background  wall 
in  Woman  Holding  a  Balance  had. 
before  cleaning,  one  of  Vermeer* 
characteristic  low-key,  simple  black 
frames  —  a  device  recently  praised  by 
the  exhibition*  co-organiser.  Arthur 
K.  Wheelock  Jr.  for  establishing  a 
“quiet  stable  framework  {which  acts] 
as  a  compositional  foil  to  the  scene 
taking  place  before  if"  ( Vermeer : 
Thames  and  Hudson.  1988).  No  more, 
alas. 

The  emergence  of  gilded  surfaces 
during  restoration  has  obliged  Mr 
Wheelock  in  foe  exhibition*  catalogue 
to  celebrate  the  recovery  of  Vermeer* 
“original  and  more  dynamic  intent". 
To  concur  wirh  this  volte-face,  we 
must  believe  that  Vermeer  intended  to 
depict  a  picture  frame  with  unmatch¬ 
ing  sides. 

This  mongrel  arrangement  is,  self- 
evidently.  the  by-product  of  a  restor¬ 
er*  tamperings  and  not  the  last  pic¬ 
torial  word  of  one  of  foe  world*  most 
sublime  painters.  Why  are  such  inter¬ 
ventions  sanctioned?  And  why  are 
they  subject  to  so  little  art-critical  scru¬ 
tiny? 

Yours  sincerely. 

MICHAEL  DALEY, 

Director,  ArtWatch  UK 
15  Capel  Road,  East  Barnet. 
Hertfordshire. 

December  6. 


Their  noble  genes 

From  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton 

Sir,  "The  British  peerage  stopped 
breeding  for  brains  at  least  150  years 
ago.  and  started  to  breed  for  looks", 
writes  Lord  Rees-Mogg  {“The  best 
and  brightest".  November  30). 

If  that  is  what  he  thinks,  from  his 
vantage  point  on  the  cross  benches,  he 
must  observe  a  lot  of  good-looking 
men  on  foe  Conservative  benches. 

1  would  tike  to  ask,  however,  on 
what  basis  he  founds  such  a  wild  gen¬ 
eralisation.  By  far  foe  majority  of  pre¬ 
sent  hereditary  peerages  did  not  exist 
150  years  ago.  Most  people  then 
“bred",  if  that  is  the  word,  for  money 
and  position.  Nowadays  they  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  fall  in  love,  at  least  initially, 
but  money  and  position  still  play  a 
part. 

So  fax  as  I  know,  people  in  the  past 
did  not  breed  for  brains  —  except,  of 
course,  that  it  was  advisable  for  ladies 
to  avoid  complete  idiots  unless  they 
happened  to  be  very  rich  indeed. 

Perhaps  Lord  Rees-Mogg  should 
better  leave  these  things  to  statisti¬ 
cians  and  opinion  pollsters. 

Yours  faithfully. 

BELHAVEN  AND  STENTON, 
House  of  Lords. 

December  1. 


Benner  entail 

From  Somerset  Herald 

Sir,  Mr  D.  L  Stewart,  in  his  letter  of 
November  30  on  foe  entail  which  fig¬ 
ures  in  foe  plot  of  Pride  and  Preju¬ 
dice.  wonders  why  Mr  Bennet,  as  a 
tenant  of  full  age,  failed  to  address  foe 
matter  [see  also  letters.  November  18 
and  25], 

The  point  of  the  Fines  and  Recover¬ 
ies  Act  of  1833  (not  1&31)  was  that  it 
made  it  inexpensive.  Before  1833  an 
entail  could  only  be  barred  by  a  fine  or 
recovery.  The  former  was  only  valid 
against  one*  issue  and  not,  therefore, 
appropriate  foe  Mr  Bennet.  Such  ficti¬ 
tious  actions  could  cost  as  much  as 
£4.000  and,  as  the  Longboum  estate 
was  only  worth  £2,000  a  year,  Mr 
Bennet  had  a  good  reason  for  inactiv¬ 
ity. 

Mrs  Bennet  as  the  daughter  of  an 
attorney,  probably  knew  that  the  en¬ 
tail  could  be  barred,  which  is  why  she 
says  to  her  husband.  “If  1  had  been 
you  I  should  have  tried  long  ago  to  do 
something  or  other  about  it"  Her  hus¬ 
band  —  whose  wish  seems  only  to 
have  been  to  increase  his  daughters' 
dowries  and  thus  improve  their  mar¬ 
riage  prospects  and  not  to  dismember 
his  patrimony  between  them  —  was 
probably  well  advised  to  do  nothing. 

Yours  faithfully. 

THOMAS  WOODCOCK 
Somerset  Herald, 

The  College  of  Arms, 

Queen  Victoria  Street.  EC4. 

December  3. 


Tinkering  with  words 

From  Mr  Peter  C.  Bart  rum 

Sir.  “Tankering"  (letters,  December  1 
and  2)  is  just  another  example  of  the 
law,  “There  is  no  noun  that  cannot  be 
verbed." 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  C.BARTRUM. 

2  Bay  Court 
Doctors  Commons  Road. 
Berkhamsted.  Hertfordshire. 
December  3. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  7:  The  Queen  and  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  today  visited 
Staffordshire  and  were  received  at 
Stoke-on-Trent  Railway  Station  by 
Her  Majesty^  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Staffordshire  (Mr  James  Hawley) 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Stnfce-an-Trenc  (GounaDor  James 
Dunn). 

Her  Majesty  and  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness  drove  to  CburchDI  China. 
T  unstaiJ .  and  were  received  by  the 
Group  duel  Executive  (Mr  Stephen 
Roper], 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  toured  the  factory  and 
viewed  an  archive  display  of  the 
bicentennial  history  of  die  company. 

Her  Majesty  afterwards  visited 
Bradeky  village  sheltered  housing 
scheme,  was  received  by  the  Chair¬ 
man.  Staffordshire  Housing  Associ¬ 
ation  (Mr  Frederick  James),  toured 
the  centre  and  met  residents. 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  this  afternoon  visited  J.G 
Bamford  Excavators  Limited  on  the 
occasion  of  their  Golden  Jubilee  and 
were  received  by  the  Chairman  (Sir 
Anthony  Bamford)  and  the  Mayor  of 
the  Borough  of  East  Staffordshire 
(Councillor  Baer  Haynes). 

Her  Majesty,  accompanied  by  His 
Royal  Highness,  loured  the  factory 
and  afterwards  honoured  the  Chair¬ 
man  with  her  presence  at  Luncheon. 

The  QUeen  opened  a  replica  of  the 
garage  in  which  Mr  J.C  Bamford 
began  work  in  1945. 

Her  Majesty  laicr  opened  the  new 
Burton  Hospital  and  was  received  by 
the  Chairman.  Burton  Hospital  NHS 
Trust  (Mr  David  Elliot). 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  this  morn¬ 
ing  opened  the  Business  Link  (North 
Staffordshire)  Centre.  Festival  Park. 
Stoke-on-Trent,  and.  as  Presodenl. 
National  Playing  Fields  Association, 
accepted  a  cheque  from  Maneysrone 
Limited  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  Carisherg-Tetky  Brewery. 

Burton-on -Trent.  " 

The  Duchess  of  Grafton.  Sir 
Kenneth  Scott.  Mrs  Mary  Francis. 
Miss  Penelope  Russefl-Smiih  and 
Lieutenant  Commander  Toby 
Wiiiliamson  RN  were  in  attendance! 
December  7:  The  Prince  Edward. 
Trustee.  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Award,  today  gave  a  Luncheon  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Trustee.  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award,  this 
evening  attended  a  Dinner  at  St 
James's  Palace. 

December  7:  The  Princess  Royal. 
President,  The  Princess  Royal  Trust 
for  Carers,  this  morning  attended  a 
Trustees  Meeting  at  Buckingham 
Palace. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
attended  a  Luncheon  with  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  of  the  Army  Board 
at  the  Officers*  Mess.  The  King's 
Troup  Royal  Horse  Artillery.  St 
John's  Wood  Barracks.  London  NS. 
The  Princess  Royal,  Colonel -in- 


Oiief.  Royal  Corps  of  Signals,  bier 
received  Major  General  Anthony 
Boyle  upon  rcffnquishing  his 
appointment  as  Signal  Officer  in 
Chief  and  Brigadier  Nigel  Wood 
upon  assuming  the  appointment. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  President. 
Save  the  Children  Fund,  this  evening 
attended  the  1995  Festival  of  Trees 
r~.-ila  Dinner  at  the  Natural  History 
Museum.  London  5W7. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  7:  The  Prince  of  Wales  this 
morning  visited  Headquarters  Allied 
Forces  Northwestern  Europe. 
Naphill.  High  Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  the  College  of  Estate  Manage¬ 
ment.  Whiteknights.  Reading.  Berk¬ 
shire. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  7:  The  Princess  of  Wales. 
Patron.  Centrepoint,  this  morning 
attended  the  Annual  General  Meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Savoy  Theatre.  Strand. 
London  WCZ. 

December  7:  The  Princess  Margaret. 
Countess  of  Snowdon.  Honorary 
President.  The  British  Museum  Dev¬ 
elopment  Trust,  this  morning  at¬ 
tended  a  Meeting  of  the  Council  and 
remained  to  luncheon  at  the  British 
Museum,  London  WC1. 

Ho-  Royal  Highness.  Grand  Presi¬ 
dent,  St  John  Ambulance,  was 
present  this  evening  at  The  Order  of 
St  John  Royal  Sapphire  Ball  at  the 
Dorchester  Hotel.  London.  Wl. 
December  7:  The  Duke  of  Gloucester 
today  visited  Cheshire  and  was 
received  on  arrival  by  Her  Majesty's 
Lord- Lieu  tenant  of  Cheshire  (Mr 
William  Bromley-Davenporl). 

In  the  morning  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness  opened  the  new  extension  to  Che 
Chief  Office  of  the  Cheshire  Building 
Society.  Castle  Street.  Macdeshdd. 
and  afterwards  opened  Wiimsfow 
Health  Centre,  Chapel  Lane; 
Wiimsfow. 

In  the  afternoon  His  Royal  High¬ 
ness  opened  the  restored  Orangery  at 
Tan  on  Park.  Knutsfcari,  and  later 
opened  the  display  area  at  ERF  pk, 
Sun  Works,  Sand  bach. 

Major  Nicholas  Bame  was  in 
attendance. 

YORK  HOUSE 

December  7:  The  Duke  of  Kent  this 
morning  visited  Chevron  Aerospace 
Engineering  Limited.  Nottingham 
South  Industrial  Estate,  Willard. 
Nottingham.  Nottinghamshire,  and 
was  met  on  arrival  by  Her  Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Nottinghamshire 
($ir  Andrew  Buchanan.  Bl>. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  this  afternoon 
opened  the  new  Headquarters  of  the 
Nottingham  Health  Authority,  Stan¬ 
dard  Court.  Nottinghamshire. 

Captain  Marcus  Barnett  was  in 
attendance. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  Patron,  this 
evening  presented  The  Queen's 
Award  for  Export  Achievement  Do 
Trinity  College  London,  at  the  House 
of  Lords.  London  5WI. 


Royal  engagements 

The  Duke  of  York  wfll  attend  the 
enthronement  of  the  Archbishop  of 
York  in  York  Minster  at  2.10. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent  as  patron,  win 
attend  the  ‘Not  Forgotten’  Associ¬ 
ation’s  Christmas  party  at  St  James's 
Palace  at  230. 


Binney  Memorial 
Medal 

The  Lord  Mayor  presented  Mr  David 
John  Everett  with  the  Binney  Me¬ 
morial  Medal  for  bravery  in  support 
of  law  and  order  in  the  Metropolis,  at 
a  ceremony  in  Gold  smi  dis'  Hall 
yesterday.  The  Lord  Mayor,  who  was 
accompanied  by  the  Lady  Mayoress 
and  the  Sheriffs  and  their  Ladies, 
also  presented  other  bravery 
awards. 


Luncheon 

Canada-UK  Chamber 
of  Commerce 

The  Phonier  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  was  the  guest  of  honour 
and  roeaker  at  a  luncheon  of  (he 
Canada-United  Kingdom  Chamber 
of  Commerce  held  yesterday  at  the 
Four  Seasons  hotel.  Mr  Timothy 
Battle,  president  of  the  chamber,  was 
in  the  chair.The  Canadian  High 
Commissioner  and  Lord 
Shaughnessy  were  among  those 
presen  L 


University  news 

Essex 

Professor  Ivor  Crewe  to  be  Vice- 
Chancellor.  He  has  been  Acting  Vice- 
Chancellor  since  the  departure  of  the 
former  Vice-Chancellor.  Professor 
Ron  Johnston,  in  May. 


Memorial 
service 

Mr  Ronald  Ernest  Utigor 
A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  tire 
life  of  Mr  Ronald  Ernest  Utiger 
was  held  yesterday  in  the  Crypt 
Chapel.  Sr  Paul's  CathedraL 
Canon  John  Haltibunon  offici¬ 
ated.  assisted  by  the  Rev  Chris¬ 
topher  Maim.  Mr  Nicholas  Barber 
and  Lady  Knight  read  the  lessons. 
-Mr  David  Dixon  gave  an  address. 
Among  others  present  were: 

Mis  Utlner  (widow).  Mr  and  Mis 
Nigel  Riddle  (son-in-law  and 
daughter):  Lord  Peyton  of  YeowO.  the 
Han  Raymond  and  Mis  Bon  ha  m- 
Caner.  Lady  Moon,  Sir  Arthur 
Knight.  Vler-Admlral  sir  Hugh  and 
Lady  Thompson,  sir  Robert  Smith. 
Sir  Thomas  Macphrrson.  Dame 
Mary  Smieton.  sir  Christopher 
Lewinton  (chairman.  Tl  Group)  with 
Mr  Denis  Saunders  (director, 
administration).  Mr  James  JRoe 
(director,  strategic  development)  and 
Mr  John  Hutchings  (director,  public 
relations). 

Mr  John  Bridge  man  (Director 
General  of  Fair  Trading).  Mr  Paul 
Rata  (managing  director,  British 
Alcan  Aluminium)  and  Mis  Rata 
with  Mr  John  Elion  (noo-execudve 
director).  Mr  Christopher  Bark-Jooes 
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chairman.  National  Grid  Group) 
with  Mr  Eric  Chefnenx  (engineering 
services  director).  Mr  Colin  Gibson 


 .   (company 

secretary):  Mr  Richard  Sermon 
(S  hand  wick  International)  with  Mr 
Jonathan  Mason. 

Mr  Derek  Kingsbury  (Fairey 
Group),  Dr  D  A  Harris  (Aluminium 
Federation)  and  Mrs  Harris,  Mr 
Graham  Mackenzie  [Engineering 
Employers'  Federation),  Mr 
Malcolm  Barr  (representing  the 
Headmaster,  Shrewsbury  School, 
and  Shrewsbury  School  Foundation] 
with  Air-Commodore  D  T  Crompton 
and  Mr  Ian  Edwards:  Mr  Even 
Cameron  Wan  (Mercury  Asset 
Management),  Mr  Andy  Stephens 
'  Hallatn 

and  Mr 

. .Jngton  (si  Marearers 

Residents'  Association). 

Mis  David  Dixon.  Mrs  Nicholas 
Barber,  Mr  Bryan  Rigby.  Mr  B  H  von 
Fortadus,  Miss  V  von  PortaUus.  Mr  A 
von  Portal) us,  Dr  Charles  Goodson- 
wickes,  MP.  Major-General  B  p 
McGulnness.  Mr  Olaf  Darken.  Mr 
George  Davies,  Mr  Peter  Bo  wring, 
Mr  J  L  Wood.  Mr  and  Mrs  Philip 
Laurence.  Mr  and  Mrs  Godfrey 
Smith,  Mr  Otto  Norland.  Mr  John 
Raisman.  Mr  and  Mrs  David 
Vaughan  and  Mr  Anthony  Smith. 


Birthdays  today 

Miss  Kim  Basinger,  actress,  42:  Sir 
Ralph  Carr- Ellison,  Lord  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  Tyne  and  Wear.  70:  Sir 
Julian  Crilchky,  MP,  65;  Miss 
Susan  Dauby.  Principal.  College  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Dancing,  51; 
Sir  Peter  Daniel],  former  Senior 
Government  Broker.  86;  Mr  Har¬ 
old  Efletson.  MP.  35;  Professor  Sir 
Roger  Elliott  physicist.  67;  Mr 
Lucian  Freud.  OM.  CH,  painter. 
73;  Mr  James  Galway,  flute  player. 
56;  Sir  de  Villiers  Gra aff,  former 
South  African  politician.  82;  Mrs 
Pauline  Green.  MEP.  47:  Sir 
David  Hay.  cardiologist,  and  his 
twin  brother  Sir  Hamish  Hay. 
former  mayor  of  Christchurch. 
New  Zealand.  68;  Mr  Geoff  Hurst, 
footballer.  54;  Sir  Pfeier  Levene, 
chairman,  Canary  Wharf.  54;  Mr 
Terry  McDermott,  footballer.  44: 
Mr  Justice  Jonathan  Parker.  58; 
Lord  Prys-Davies,  72;  Mr  DJ. 
Vercy.  chairman,  hazard  Brothers. 
45;  Earl  Waldegrave,  55;  Mr  Lynn 
Wilson,  chairman.  Wilson 
(Connolly)  Holdings.  56, 


Church  news 

New  bishops 

Canon  Christopher  HiD.  Canon 
Residentiary  and  Precentor  of  St 
Paul's  Cathedral  diocese  of 
London,  is  lo  be  Suffragan  Bishop 
of  Stafford,  diocese  of  Lichfield, 
succeeding  the  Right  Rev  Michael 
Scott-JaynL  now  Bishop  of 
Winchester. 

The  Right  Rev  Richard  Hawkins. 
Suffragan  Bishop  of  Plymouth, 
diocese  of  Exeter,  is  to  be  Suffra¬ 
gan  Bishop  of  Creditor!,  same 
diocese,  succeeding  the  Right  Rev 
Peter  Coleman,  who  retires  at  the 
end  of  April  19%. 


Pupils  from  Southwark  Cathedral  School  rehearsing  for  their  annual  carol 
service  in  foe  nave  of  the  cathedral  where  English  Heritage  announced 
that  h  was  to  give  £2.4  million  to  25  cathedrals  for  urgent  repairs. 
Southwark  will  get  £16^)00  towards  repairing  the  oak  floor  in  the  nave 


yesterday  1 

Southv 


Receptions 


Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Mrs  Major 
were  the  hosts  al  a  reception  held  Iasi 
night  at  10  Downing  Street. 

Lord  Mayor  of  Westminster 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  lady  Mayoress 
of  Westminster  were  the'  hosts  a r  a 
reception  held  test  night  at  City  Hall 
before  the  ligh  ring-up  ceremony  of 
(he  Oslo  Christmas  tree  in  Trafalgar 
Square.  The  Norwegian  Ambassador 
arid  Mrs  Vraalsoi.  the  National 
Heritage  Secretary  and  the  Mayor  of 
Oslo  were  present 
London  Society  of  Chartered 
Accountants 

Miss  Evelyn  Bowyer.  FCA.  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  London  Society  of  Char¬ 
med  Accountants,  accompanied  by 
the  other  office  holders,  hosted  the 
SodayTs  125th  Anniversary  Reception 
held  at  die  Museum  of  London 

yesterday.  Guests  included  the  Vice 

President  of  the  Instirute  of  Chartered 

Accountants  in  England  and  Wales. 

Mr  Christopher  Larne  FCA.  Presi¬ 

dents  of  other  District  Societies  of  the 
Institute  and  representatives  Crum 

other  professional  bodies. 

Vizards  Solicitors 

The  partners  of  Vizards  welcomed 

guests  to  their  annual  insurance 

reception  held  at  Inner  Temple  Hall 

last  night  for  their  insurance  clients 

and  friends,  together  with  counsel 
and  experts.  Among  those  who 
attended  were; 

Lord  Justice  Beldam.  Mr  Crawford 

Lindsay  DC,  Mr  Alistair  MacDutT  QC, 

Mr  Pa  trick  TW(ppQC.  Mr  Colin  Mackay 
QC.  Mr  RkhanJDaviesQC.  Mr  William 
Miilner  FRCS,  Mr  Biyan  Jepp  (iron 
Trades  Insurance  Group).  Mr  Mike 

Powell  (Prudential  Assurance),  Mr  Ian 

Patterson  (Royal  Insurance).  Mis 
Alison  Lauaon  (Sun  Alliance  General 

Insurances).  Mr  Paul  Jacobi  (Economic 

Insurance),  Mrs  Marraret  Coares 
(Economic  Insurance).  Mr  John  winon 
(BAA  pic).  Mr  Nick  WatldnsoD  (Westmin¬ 

ster  Motor  Insurance  Association). 
Miss  Tracey  Marshall  (Neville  Russell] 

and  Mr  Brian  Street  (ECS  Underwriting). 


Dinners 


Army  Board 

General  Sir  Charles  Guthrie. 
Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  was  the 
host  at  a  dinner  given  by  (he  Army 
Board  yesterday  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  Chelsea  in  honour  of 
Colonel  General  Vassifty  Sobfcov, 
Commander  Ground  Forces. 
Ukraine.  Among  those  present 
were 

Madame  Sobkev.  Lady  Guthrie.  Sir 
Moray  and  Lady  Stewart.  General 
Sir  Mkhaei  and  Lady  Rose.  General 
Sir  John  and  Lady  WHsey,  General 
Sir  Brian  and  Lady  Kenny.Sir  Rodric 
and  Lady  Braitftwafte.  Lieutenant- 
General  and  Mrs  Robert  Hayman- 
Jqyce,  and  Colonel  and  Mrs  Mykoia 
Natyaga. 

Glass  Sellers’  Company 
Mr  John  G.  Thorpe,  Master  of  the 
Glass  Sellers*  Company,  last  night 
at  the  installation  dinner  held'  at 
Stationers'  Hall,  presented  the 
Glass  Sellers’ Tankard  1995  to  the 
President  of  the  Senior  Raxes  Mess 
of  HMS  Spartan.  The  award  was 
in  recognition  of  the  contribution 
made  by  the  Senior  Rates  during 
the  recent  docking  of  the  boat 

Salmon  and  Trout  Association 
Miss  Penelope  Turing.  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Salmon  and  Trout 
Association,  presided  at  the  annual 
dinner  held  last  night  at  Fish¬ 
mongers'  HaiL  Ms  Fiona  Arm¬ 
strong.  Baroness  Mallalieu.  QC. 
the  Earl  of  Antrim.  Prime  Warden 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company.  Sir 
Geoffrey  Johnson  Smith.  MP.  and 
Lady  Johnson  Smith,  Mr  Keith 
Waters  and  Ms  SQvia  Co  men 
were  the  principal  guests. 


B*Nai  BTtftb 

A  dinner  took  place  yesterday  at 
Lincoln's  Inn  on  the  occasion  of  the 
BTMai  B*Rrth  first  Lodge  award 
presentation  to  Sidney  Corob  CBE. 
Tributes  were  paid  by  the  Right 
Rev  Richard  Harries.  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  and  Sir  Sigmund  Stern¬ 
berg.  Messrs  Eldred  Tahachnik 
QC  Alan  Cohen  and  Dr  Alan 
Webber  also  spoke.  Mr  Ernest 
Bello  presided. 

Association  of  British  Health- 
Care  Industries  (ABHI) 

Professor  Alan  Maynard.  Director 
of  the  Centre  for  Health  Econom¬ 
ics  ai  York  University,  was  the 
guest  of  honour  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Association  of  British 
Health-Care  Industries  held  last 
night  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England.  Mr  Keith 
WethereO,  Chairman  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation.  presided. 


Salters'  Company 

Mr  lan  Lang,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  yesterday  at 
Salters’  Hall,  presented  the  Salters' 
Company  prize  for  the  Teaching  of 
Chemistry  to  Mrs  Elaine  Coop  of 
CofyUH)  Grammar  School 
Sir  Denys  Henderson  presented 
prizes  to  graduates  in  chemistry 
and  dietTubtl  engineering,  ro  stu¬ 
dents  who  had  achieved  the  best 
results  in  the  Salters’  A-Levd 
Advanced  Chemistry  Examina¬ 
tions  and  to  winners  of  the  Salters' 
City  and  Guilds  prizes.  Lord 
Remnant,  Master,  presided. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Dr  S-J.  Casey 
and  Dr  A.W.  Woods 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Sharon,  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  M.  Casey,  of  Snckrwy. 
Lincolnshire,  and  Andrew,  son  of 
Professor  and  Mrs  WA  Woods,  of 
auskhirrst  Kent. 

The  Rev  E.N.  Cbombs 
and  Miss  AJL  Wolwrson 
7he  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Michael  Coombs,  at 
Buckingham,  and  AnnabeUe,  elder 
-  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Rodney 
Wohwrson.  of  Little  Abtngtan. 
Cambridgeshire. 

Mr  EJ.C  Eves 
and  Miss  J.  Stancombe 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  Mr  Ted 
Eves  and  the  late  Mrs  Alexandra 
Eves  and  stepson  of  Mrs 
Marvadene  Brock  Eves,  of  Beck- 
ford,  Gloucestershire,  and  Julie, 
eldest  daughter  of  Colonel  and 
Mxs  Michael  Stanoombe.  of 
Godahrting.  Surrey. 

Mr  CM.  Farrant 
and  Mbs  FJVL  Qnan 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Craig  Murray,  eldest  son 
of  Dr  and  Mrs  M.  Earranr,  of 
Nelson.  New  Zealand,  and 
Frances  Maty,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mrs  M_S.  Quart,  of  Sydney. 
Australia,  and  Mr  P.F.  Quart,  erf 
Tygaigah.  Australia. 

Mr  J-D-  Feather 
and  Mbs  DJ.  Cameron 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jamie,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  F-D.  Feather,  of 
Addingham,  West  Yorkshire,  and 
Dawn,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  J.D. 
Cameron  and  Mrs  MJE.  Cameron, 
of  Windsor.  Berkshire. 

Mr  JA  Goodman 
and  Mias  JJ.G.  Fumigan 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Julian,  oily  son  erf  Mr 
and  Mrs  Anthony  Goodman,  of 
Skflgate,  Somerset,  and  Juliet,  only 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Michael 
Ffnnigan,  of  East  Bridgford, 
Nottinghamshire. 

Mr  (LA.  Hutchinson 
and  Miss  S.M.  Todd-Young 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Give,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  lan  Hutchinson,  of 
Allendale.  Northumberland,  and 
Samantha,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Ronald  Todd-Young, 
of  Brenchley.  KenL 


Mr  DJ.  Newues 
and  Miss  S.L.  Smith 
Tfie  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  son  of  .Mr _and 
Mrs  Rowland.  Newnes.  of  Chat¬ 
ham.  Kent,  and  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Raymond  Smith,  eg 
Leominster.  Herefordshire. 

Mr  M.R.  O’Doooghue 
and  Mbs  CA-P.  Beauchamp  - 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  eider  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  R.W.  O’Doooghire.rf- 
Wolring.  Surrey,  and  Claire,  only 
ctn  iigh^  of  tiie  Rev  and  Mrs 
A.H.P-  Beauchamp,  of  KLrby- 
Cross.  Essex. 

Mr  J.VV.  Parker 
and  Miss  KA.  Thieme 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James  William,  son  of  Sir 
Jonathan  and  Lady  Parker,  of 
Rad  winter.  Essex,  and  Kristin 
Alberta,  daughter  of  Mr'Danaid 
Thieme,  of  Wellesley.  Massachu¬ 
setts.  and  Mrs  Carole  Thieme,  erf 
Needham.  Massachusetts. 

Mr  MJT.  Rippan 
a«l  Mbs  AJL  Ffdd 
The  engagemoit  is  announced' 
between  Matthew  James,  eldest 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Paul  Rippan,  of 
Brancaster,  North  Norfolk,  and  . 
Amanda  Jayne,  driest  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Victor  Martin  field; 
of  Carperby.  Wensteydale. 
Yorkshire. 

MrP.CD.  Sprague 

and  Ms  DJ.  Foyle  _____  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  PWer,  eldest  son  of  -Mr 
and  Mrs  Richard  Sprague,  of 
South  Cadbury,  Somerset,  and 
Denise,  daughter  of  Mr  Richard 
Foyle,  of  Tangmerc.  Sussex-  and 
Mrs  Rita  Sperling;  of  Christ¬ 
church,  Dorset. 

Mr  N-H .  Wodhtazth 

and  Miss  K_R  Ped 
The  engagement  is  .  announced 
between  Nicholas,  youngest  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  RA.  WoeDwanh.  of 
Woking.  Surrey,  and  ’Kathryn, 
youngest  daughter  of  Dr  arid  Mrs 
M.E.  Peel  of  Hoddesdon. 
Hertfordshire. 

Marriage. 

Captain  A.  L.  Oribon._RN, 
and  Mrs  UF-  Dobson 
The  marriage  took,  place,  on  Sat 
urday.  December  2. 1995,  at  Ports¬ 
mouth.  between  Captain  Antony 
Chilton  and  Mrs  Fiona  Dobson, 
rtee  Forsyth. 


Service  dinners 

RMCS 

Field  Marshal  Sir  PWer  Inge,  Chief 
of  the  Defence  Staff,  was  the  chief 
guest  and  speaker  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  Infantry  Officers  of  the 
Royal  Military  College  of  Science. 
Shrivenham,  held  last  night  at  the 
college.  Major  M.P.  Maer.  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales'S  Royal  Regiment 
presided.  Major-General  RA  Pfetf. 
Director  of  Infantry,  and  Major- 
General  DJ.M.  Jenkins.  College 
Commandant,  were  among  those 
present. 

"Not  Forgotten”  Association 
The  General  Committee  of  the 
“Not  Forgotten'  Association  held  a 
dinner  fast  night  at  the  Victory 
Services  Club  for  disabled  ex- 
service  guests.  Major-General  Sir 
Christopher  Airy,  chairman,  pre¬ 
sided. 

RAF  Brae  Norton 
The  Hon  Nicholas  Soames,  Min¬ 
ister  of  State  for  the  Armed  Forces, 
was  the  guest  of  honour  at  a  ladies' 
guest  night  dinner  of  10  Squadron 
RAF  Brize  Norton  held  last  night 
in  tire  officers’  mess.  Wing-Com¬ 
mander  Peter  Corn  th  wake  pre¬ 
sided.  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir 
William  Wraften  and  Air  Vfce- 
Marshal  David  HurreU  attended. 


Anniversaries  V.,_: 

BIRTHS:  Horace.  Qttintus.  Horar  • 
tius  Flaccus,  Roman  poet.  Venusia, 
Southern  Italy.  65  '  BC;  Mary  - 
Queen  of  Scots,  reigned  £542417.,.. 
Linlithgow.  1542;  Eli  AVhitriey, 
pioneer  of  the  ;  cotton :  gin. 

Wes  thorough,  Massachusetts,-  -i 
1765:  Georges  Feydeau,  dramatist. 
Paris,  1862;  Jean  Sibelius,  com¬ 
poser.  Fiameentinn.  Finland,  1865: 
Norman  Douglas,  ,  essayist  and 
novelist,  Tburingen.  Austria.  1868; 
James  Thurber.  humorous  writer. 
Columbus.  Ohio,  1894;  Jim  Morri¬ 
son.  singer  and  poet;  Melbourne, 
Florida.  194?..  V 

DEATHS:  John  Pym,  leader  (rf  ti» 
opposition  -  to  King  Charles1 2  L 
London.  1643;  Thomas  de  Quin- 
cey,  writer,  Edinburgh,  1859; 
Gertrude  JekyD.  gardener  and 
landscape  architect.  Gpdalhting^ 
Surrey,  1932;  Simon  Marks,  Baron 
Marks  of  Broughton,  retail  trade  ; 
leader,  London.  1964;  Goida  Mar. 
Prime  Minister  oLdsmei  1969-74, 
Jerusalem.  1978;  John  Lennon, 
singer  and  songwriter,  shot.  Man¬ 
hattan,  1980:  - 

Pope  Phis  IX  declared  the  Dogma 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  to  be  an 
Article  of  Faith,  1854. 


HMD’S:  0171  782  7272 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


I  mysrif  shall  tend  my  Bock, 
and  Bad  them  a  place  to  not. 
aaya  the  Lord  Cod. 

ExefcKd  54  :  16  (HEW 


BIRTHS 


BARROW  -  On  December  4th. 

to  Vanessa  (Me  Branch)  amt 

David,  a  eon.  WtBIam  David, 
a  brother  for  Robot 
COOK  -  On  December  id,  In 
Sheffield,  to  Jane  <n*e 
Mo(fai)  and  Nicholas, 
daughter.  Lucy  Catherine,  a 
■Mer  for  Jenny. 

DRAKE  -  See  death*. 

OWO  -  On  November  16th.  at 
North  Salem  N.Y_  to  K atm 
Cnfe  Tonner)  and  Nv, 
daughter.  Mutate  Florence. 
HAYNES  -  On  December  4th. 
to  Cbmtotte  (Me  SotdhaB) 
and  Tin.  a  son.  Joseph 
Edward  Pemer,  a  brother 
for  Theo. 

JAMES  DUFF  -  On  December 

tUh  M  Aberdeen  Maternity 

Hospital,  to  Jayne  (ori 
Bryce)  and  David,  a  a 
FSbU  Alexander. 

KOHLER  -  Leon]  (n*e 
Batwick)  and  David  ara 
delighted  to  announce  the 
berth  of  then- daughter  Atm 
Mtryam  on  6th  December 
1996.  A  staler  far  Bradamtn. 
granddaughter  for  Sandra 
and  Tony  Batwick  and  Rom 
and  nu  KOUer.  A  that  jpeea- 

■■mwMuaudlrfm  for  flhn#  ami 

Cecil  Oman  and  Row 
Batwick. 

MAIffiMS  -  On  Dwaibw 
6th  a!  SI  HeUer.  to  VUarie 
and  Robert,  a  daughter. 

!  Phteppa  Georgia,  a  stater  for 

MCOtt,  -  On  nwenlw  Gtt) 
1996.  to  penny  ad  Hamish. 
a  daughter.  Iona  Mary  Boyd. 
a  meter  for  Ramsay  and 
Hugo. 


Z7BI  1996.  at  The  Chcfoes 

and  Wed  mb  biOt  hihrw.  to 

Kane  (Me  RyaK  WUHmm) 

and'  David,  a  daughter. 

Aieaamdni  JoUeL  a  tester  for 


W1EHAHM  -  On  December 

1st  bo  Emma  (Me  Gael  and 

Dennis.  a  daughter. 


DEATHS 


4th  December,  much  loved 
husband  of  Helen,  father  of 
Cynthia.  Kevin  and  Brian 
and  e dored  grandfather. 
Private  family  cremation. 
Service  of  TMnkBjpvma  at  St 
Margarets  Orandb,  Pnoar. 

2  pm  Wednesday  13th 

December.  No  flowers,  but 
donations  to  Trinity  Uomfca. 
c/o  Ashton  Mathias.  221 
Upper  Richmond  Road. 
London  SWIB  6SQ. 
ExHimms  tOIBl)  TB8-1790. 


DEATHS 


WHO  -  JgOa.  Peacefully  In 
Arthur  Rank  House. 
Cambridge,  on  Wednesday 
December  6th  199R  Beloved 
wife  or  Peter  and  mother  or 
Matthew  and  Elizabeth. 
Funeral  Service  to  be  held  id 
St  Andrew's  Church.  Gtrloa. 
on  Wednesday  1 3  th 
December  at  11.46  am 
folio  wad  by  a  private 
cremation .  Flowers  or 
donations  to  "The  MacMillan 
Cancer  Care  Appeal"  c/o 
Weymaa  Funeral  Service,  36 
Abbey  Walk.  Cambridge. 


COOTE  -  On  December  6th 
1996,  Muriel  (Me  EtemieJ 
widow  of  Wing  Ccodr.  pji. 
Coo  re.  beloved  mother  of 
Ann  and  Susan, 
grandmother  of  Michael  and 
Catherine,  Private 

cremation,  followed  by  a 
Thanksgiving  Service  at  St 
Mary's  Church  Motcombe. 
nr.  Ghafiesbiay.  Dorset  on 
Thursday  14th  December  at 

2.30  pm.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  If  desired  for 
St  MichaeFs  Cheshire  Home, 
may  be  sent  to  Sracher 
Brother*.  F/D  nmiighiiw 
Dorset  SP8  4QL.  Tel: 
(01747)  822494. 


SATO  -  Da  Decemba-  7m 
1996.  Pffflnufrmy  at  DmfweB 
St  Maiy  Nursing  Home.  Joy 
Monel  (Me  Combe).  Beloved 
wife  of  the  hue  Derek  Davies. 

Formerly  of  Rio  De  Janeiro. 
BraHL  Service  at  TnnMtfoe 
Wells  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  19th  December  at 

11.30  am.  Flowers,  and 
enantrtee h> C.  Waterhouse* 
Sons.  Men  Street  Borwnh. 
E.  Sx.  Tit  001436)  882219. 

DRAKE  -  Oliver  Alexander 
Cmeon.  On  December  6m  at 
Edinburgh  Royal  Hasnftw  for 
SkSe  Chtktnsn.  Obver.  eoed  6 
weeks,  son  af  David  Drake 
and  Helen  Miles. 


EVANS  -  Str  Chartea  In  fata 

Pastures'  Noising  Home! 
Deganwy.  ran  December  8th. 
Beloved  husband,  rather, 
grandfather  and  friend. 
Private  randy  ftmo-ML 

QOUinrr  -  Annie  Wallace 
(NanqO  peaoefofly  at  Trhmy 
Hospice,  Ctapham.  on 
December  <Kh  1996.  deafly 
beloved  wife  of  the  lata 
Geoffrey,  devoted  mother  to 
Gerald  and  QreOa  and  the 
late  Victor  and  proud 
grandmother  of  Geoffrey . 
Funeral  Service  at  Potney 
Vale  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  December  12m  at 
H-30  am.  Flowers  and 
enquiries  to  Mean  6 

Come  m.  169  Merton  Road. 
Wandsworth  Swig  SEF,  tnl: 
C01BD  874-7*98. 


DEATHS 


HACKETT  -  Douglas,  of 
Woodhouse  Eaves.  Ldce  on 
6th  December,  peacefully, 
not  alone.  Dearly  loved 
tether  and  gmUhaaer.  and 
husband  of  the  bee  Bart 
Winifred,  Mourned  by 


and  Shane.  Ffeor.  Neil. 
Patrick.  Roderick  and 

*  Tams  in.  Funeral  at 
Newtown  Linford  Parish 
Qrorch  oc  13th  December  at 
1,16  pm.  Enquiries  to  Ginns 
and  Gnfterldge.  Leicester 
(0116)  261  6117. 

HOMS  -  On  December  6th 
Professor  J  J3.  Hodin  aged 
90.  beloved  husband  of 
Pamela,  dear  father  of 
MldiMl  and  AnnabeUe  and 
loving  grandfather  of 
Morwama.  Georgians.  Ruby 
and  Samson.  Fanout  Sendee 
ai  St  John’s  Wood  Church  at 
1  pm  on  Tuesday  12th 


later.  Enquiries  to  Lnvertou 
A  Sons.  (0171)  367-6076. 

LAMDEQ00I  -  On  December 
6th  in  cattfonda  aged  S& 
Pamela,  elder  daughter  of 
John  Walter,  much  loved 
mother  of  Michael  and 


Dhecaxa  teh  (01634)  37291. 

MARETT  -  Pledad  (ate 
Sancbez-Gavito}.  Died 
peacefully  on  Wednesday 
6th  December  1995,  in 

Jersey  CJ.  Wife  of  the  fade 

Sir  Robert  Maratt.  much 

loved  uwOmt  of  Snsme  nod 

devoted  Nana  of  hficbaet  and 

Alexandra,  wm  he  Breath* 

missed  for  an  her  Camay  m 

Mexico,  and  for  her  Blends 

aroond  the  world.  Erejuhies 

to  Pttcher  and  Le  qusme 

F/D.  tOl  (01634)  33330. 

Mil  HDI  -  Lieut  -  Commander 
Geoffrey  Ernest  M.B.E.. 

RALR.  Rent.  Son  of  Ernest 

Edward  MOmr  and  beloved 

husband  of  Dorothy,  tees  of 

EMere  and  Fyffos.  peaosftdty 

passed  away  on  3rd 
Deoamber  aged  89  at  boms 

after  a  hag  tnness.  wm  be 

•“■hr  missed  la  ms  foamy. 

Service  to  be  held  at  St 

MargaieuitcagCtsarch.  nr. 

Dover  on  Thursday  14th 

December  2  J»  pm. 

■■OliniS  -  On  Drrwinher  8b 
1996.  peacefully  at  heme. 

Oec&te  Mary  tnfe  Anderaen) 

aged  66.  widow  of  wmtam. 

Much  loved  mother  of 

Hilary.  Sandra.  Mores  end 


Joseph's  Catholic  Church, 
Devizes,  on  Monday  lira 
December  at  2.30  pm. 
Flowers  or  donation!  if 
desired  to  Marie  curie 
Cancer  Care  or  Devizes 


DEATHS 


PAS  COE  -  william  (Bing) 
Fame  ORE.  on  December 
2nd  1 996.  suddenly  at  home. 
Dearly  loved  husband  of 
Margot  and  father  of 
Chflstapber  and  Deborah- 
Servtce  and  cremation  at 
Ramlalla  PMi  iprn 

Leather  head  today.  Friday 
December  8th.  at  12^50  pm. 
No  flowers  please  but 
donntlons  to  The  Royal 
London  Society  for  the  Btfnd 
c/o  Camera  Funeral  Service. 
63  The  Broadway 
Tolwrarth.  Surrey  KT6  70W. 
let  (0181)  3904996. 


POWBL  -  Jenifer  Afana  died 
peacefully  on  Tuesday 
December  Bth  1996  In 
Fenland  House.  District 
HoaidtaL  Petesbctongb.  afte- 
a  start  raneu.  aosd  77  yeecs. 
Much  beloved  wilt  mother 
and  grandmother.  So  sacBy 
missed  fay  her  foniiy 
friends.  Funeral  Service  at  St 
Andrew's  Church. 

Thera haugh.  at  2.18  m  on 
Thursday  14th  December 
,  1998.  foBowad  by  cremation 
at  Peterborough 

Crematorium.  Flowers 
welcome  or  donadons  esn  be 
made  to  The  Mayor's 
Charities.  Town  Hall. 

Rotertjcrouoh.  tn  rrrogngkm 

or  her  iong  and  loyal  service 

to  local  government. 
Enquiries  and  flowers  c/o 
Co-operative  Funeral 
Service.  FBawflUein  Street 
Peterborough.  (01733) 
343162. 


RAYMOND  -  On  December 

8th  1996.  peacefanyat  borne 


Roy.  Husband  of  the  late 


wished,  to  British  Heart 
Foundation.  14  FthteBthmi 
Street.  London  wiH  4DH  or 
Imperial  Cancer  Research 
Fuad.  Department  7. 
Freepost.  London  WC2A 


RENZLAND  Mark, 

restaurateur,  died  29th 

November.  Graveside 
funeral  service  on  llth 
December  at  2  pm  at 
Rlchmond/Eaat  Sheen 
Cemetery,  Sheen  Road, 
Wchtnood.  Surrey  (booms  to 
the  left  of  Coonianda), 
Flowers  welcome  or 
donshone  in  Beu  or  flown 

totbe  charity  of  mourner's 


DEATHS 


SALISBURY  -  Mrs  Patricia 

Ami  or  ChaterfleU.  passed 

peacefUBy  away  at  4.30  am 

on  Thursday  7tt  December 

at  The  AShgate  Hospice.  Old 

Brampton.  Chesterfield. 

Members  of  her  Camay  ware 

present  when  she  died. 

Service  at  l  pm  an  Tbaradsy 

14th  December  at  Barlow 

Church.  Chesterfield, 
followed  by  cremation  at 

BrUulnglon  Crematorium 

CauaterBekLFamfly  flu  was 

only.  Donations  to  Asbflate 

Hospice  Please 


SMITH  -  Laurence  Michael. 

peacefuny  to  SI  Albane  cay 

Hospital  an  December  66. 

Much  loved  husband  of 

Marlorie  and  father  of 

Deborah  and  Adrian 
Funeral  at  St  Nicholas 
Church  Harpenden  on 

Ttuasdsy  December  14Uv  at 

1.30  pm.  Family  flowers 

only,  DomBm  If  iMrad  to 

St  Nicholas  PCC 
Development  Fund 
Donations  and  engubies  to 
L.C.  Weston  Funeral 
Directors.  No  25-17  Leyton 

Road.  Harpenden.  Herts.  OeL- 

(01682)  712866. 


TUCKER  -  on  Decemba-  Bth. 

Margaret  Elizabeth  (Liz) 

Tucker  at  her  home  in 

Mmley.  Bocto.,  wttb  very 


DEATHS 


Adored  wise  of  LL  Ooimd 
Ken  Tucker,  mother  of 
Michael  and  Philip  and 
orandmothar  of  Laurence 
and  Edmund.  She  died 
following  the  principle  which 
ruled  her  Ufe  "New  give  Cn 
to  adyeraW.jPrtvate  forosi y 
cremation  on  Tiuasday  14th 
December.  A  memorial 
service  win  be  held  at 
Mary's  anarch.  Murflor.  af 
a  dare  10  be  ammuncsd  later, 
to  which  all  will  be 
welcomed.  Family  fiowere 
only  for  tha  cremation. 
Donations  if  you  wish  to 
WUlea  Hospice.  Milton 
Keynes  or  Star  and  Garter 


URQUHART  -  Fred  Burrows, 
peacefully  at  Roodlands 
Hospital.  Edinburgh,  on 
December  2nd  1996.  Fred 
(Novelist  and  Short  Story 
Write*),  brother  of  Morris. 
Funeral  at  Seafleld 
Crematorium.  Edinburgh,  on 
Saturday  December  9th  at 
10.3a  am.  to  which  all 
friends  are  respectfully 
tBVOed. 


WESTBY  -  HDda  (uie  Henan) 

ef  Fansflfld.  NottL.  aged  84. 

an  December  5th.  Widow  of 
Wilfred,  wt«e  beloved 
mother,  grandmother  ud 
creel -grandmother  of  Ann, 
Kyra.  Ruth.  Samantha  and 
Joe. 


linLSOW  -  Lady  WDscn  of 

Hlgb  Wray.  On  Sth 
December  peacefully  at 
Lnnesdale  House.  Hale. 

Valerie  wife  of  the  late  Loro 

Wilson  of  High  Wray. 

OhE,  D-S-C.  Beloved  eater 

or  Sylvia  Harris.  Service  wtti 

take  ptacs  af  Kendal  Partsb 

Church  on  Monday  llth 

December  af  11  am  ftdmwed 

by  committal  at  Lancaster 

Crw,i|d(iftrw,  at  12^0  pro. 

Family  flowers  only. 
Donauotts  if  desired  to  sdek 
and  Wheel  Club  c/o 
Fbhwicte  Funeral  Service. 

17  Park  Road,  hatnthujpe. 

M:  0016396)  63108. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


COUiamOLPHERT  -  On 
December  Bth  1946  at  St 
Peter’s  Church. 

WreccMham.  Surrey.  Peter 
Collister.  Gtostar  RegL  to 
Ann  OtpbCrt  WHNS. 
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CHRISTMAS  AUCTIONS 
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2PM  MODERN  Mt  REPRODUCTION 
FURNISHINGS  (320  lots) 
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James  Reston,  former 
oplnmnlst,  Washington  bureau 
chief  and  and  executive  editor  of 
The  New  York  Times ,  died  in 
Washington  on  December  6 
aged  86.  He  was  born  in 
Clydebank.  Scotland,  on 
November  3, 1909. 

AFTER  Walter  Uppmarm  had  re¬ 
tired  to  New  York  in  1967,  James 

Reston  was  rated  as  the  best  informed 

and  most  influential  journalist  in 
Washington.  Entirely  lacking  Upp- 
mann’s  hauteur,  he  brought  very 
much  the  same  air  of  authority  to 
everything  he  wrote.  His  commentar¬ 
ies.  especially  on  foreign  affairs,  were 
well  known  and  widely  appreciated 
outside  the  United  States  —  indeed, 
many  of  them  ran  in  The  Times  in  the 
late  1 970s  and  early  1980s. 

“Scotty”  Reston  —  the  sobriquet 
was  an  allusion  to  the  land  of  his 
birth  —  was  always  the  complete 
professional.  Even  in  the  days  of  his 
greatest  grandeur  as  the  man  who 
effectively  ran  The  New  York  Times, 
he  thought  nothing  of  sitting  along- 
,  side  much  humbler  colleagues  on  the 
W press  benches  at  a  national  party 
convention.  (Tt  was,  indeed,  from  the 
Republican  one  at  Miami  Beach  in 
1968  that  he  produced  his  famous  line 
about  Richard  Nixon's  victory 
amounting  to  “the  greatest  comeback 
since  Lazarus” ) 

All  his  life  he  was  the  possessor  of  a 
puckish  humour  and  modesty  which 
lent  charm  and  sophistication  to  his 
writing.  As  a  stylist,  he  shone  like  a 
good,  original  deed  in  the  drab, 
formula  world  of  American  journal¬ 
ism:  he  was  the  most  literate  of 
columnists  —  his  only  rival  being  Joe 
Alscp.  If  he  had  a  weakness,  it  lay 
perhaps  in  his  reluctance  to  give 
offence  —  although  a  liberal,  he  took 
pride  in  being  thought  acceptable  by 
all  shades  of  Washington  opinion.  By 
the  end  of  his  50-year  career  he  had, 
in  fact,  become  “the  quintessential 
Washington  insider”. 
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Perhaps,  though,  that  was  inevita¬ 
ble  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had 
started  out  as  a  serious  journalist  on 
the  diplomatic  beat  Reston  was  only 
2S  when  he  was  first  sent  to  London 
by  the  Associated  Press  in  1937  to  mix 
sports  coverage  with  reporting  on  the 
British  Foreign  Office.  He  did  rhe 
latter  so  well  that  within  two  years  he 
had  been  invited  to  join  the  London 
bureau  of  The  New  York  Times.  He 
continued  working  in  London  until 
1940,  reporting  on  the  Blitz  —  about 
which  he  also  wrote  in  his  first  book 


Prelude  to  Victory  (19421.  There  was 
never  any  doubt  about  ResTon’s  pro- 
British  sympathies  —  but  that,  again, 
was  hardly  surprising. 

James  Barren  Reston  was  the  son 
of  a  Scottish  machinist  and  his,  if 
anything,  even  more  strong-minded 
Presbyterian  wife.  When  their  son 
was  a  year  old.  the  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  Stales  —  times  were 
hard  on  the  Clyde  before  the  First 
World  War.  But  within  a  year  his 
mother’s  ill-health  had  brought 
about  a  return  to  Scotland  and  the 


young  Reston 's  early  schooling  (until 
the  age  of  II)  took  place  at  Leven 
Academy  in  Alexandria  in  what  is 
now’  Strarhclyde.  It  was  only  in  1920 
that  his  parents  returned  to  the 
United  States,  settling  with  their  son 
and  daughter  in  Dayton.  Ohio. 

One  action  they  took  early  on  —  the 
taking  out  of  naturalisation  papers  — 
was  to  spare  their  son  (who  automati¬ 
cally  thereby  became  an  American 
citizen)  the  sort  of  embarrassment 
that  was  to  affect  his  great  friend 
Alistair  Cooke  when  he  changed  his 
nationality  at  just  about  the  grim¬ 
mest  point  of  the  war.  In  Heston’s 
case,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  could 
safely  be  seconded  from  his  job  in  the 
Washington  bureau  of  The  New  York 
Times  to  the  Office  of  War  Informa¬ 
tion.  It  was  while  working  for  this 
organisation  back  in  London  that  he 
was  first  brought  into  touch  with  the 
man  who  was  probably  to  have  the 
greatest  influence  on  his  meteoric 
rise  within  the  paper,  the  publisher 
and  president  of  77je  New  York  Times 
Arthur  Hays  Sulzberger.  (Reston  was 
to  remain  dose  to  the  Sulzberger 
family  throughout  his  career.) 

Once  the  war  was  over  in  1945.  the 
first  plum  job  given  to  Reston  was 
that  of  national  correspondent  —  but 
he  had  already  gained  some  amazing 
scoops  out  of  the  J 944. Dumbarton 
Oaks  conference  setting  up  the 
United  Nations.  The  general  suspi¬ 
cion  at  the  time  —  made  specific  by 
the  then  US  Secretary  of  Stale. 
Edward  Stettinius  —  was  that  Resron 
had  secured  his  leaks  from  the 
British  Embassy.  But  47  years  later, 
in  his  memoirs  Deadline  (1991).  he 
felt  able  to  reveal  his  source,  and  it 
aimed  out  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Chinese  delegation  (who  convenient¬ 
ly  had  been  before  the  war  a  copy  boy 
on  The  New  York  Times).  In  1945 
Reston  won  the  first  of  his  two 
Pulitzer  prizes  for  his  coverage  of  this 
conference. 

In  1953  he  was  promoted  from 
diplomatic  correspondent  to  being  a 


columnist  and  chief  of  the  large  New 
York  Times  bureau  in  Washington. 
This  tied  him  more  closely  than 
hitherto  to  the  American  political 
scene.  Sometimes,  in  his  earlier  role, 
he  had  appeared  on  BBC  Television 
to  comment  on  an  international 
issue;  but.  whatever  his  criticisms 
might  be  at  home,  be  was  never  to  be 
drawn  into  disparaging  American 
policies  before  a  foreign  audience.  In 
his  columns,  too.  his  constant  pur¬ 
pose  was  not  to  denounce  but  to  be 
informative,  to  give  perspective  and 
meaning  to  the  news  —  and  he  never 
minded  if  that  also  made  him 
sometimes  seem  Wand.  It  was  a 
measure  of  his  dedication  to  his  craft 
that  he  continued  with  his  column 
even  when  summoned  to  New  York 
and  forced  to  take  on  the  post  of 
executive  editor  in  1968.  For  Reston 
this  was  not  an  entirely  happy 
experience,  and  he  returned  with 
relief  13  months  later  to  his  natural 
home.  Washington,  where  he  went 
on  writing  regularly  until  1987. 

A  second  Pulitzer  prize  had  been 
awarded  to  him  in  1957  for  his 
coverage  of  the  impact  of  Eisenhow¬ 
er'S  illness  on  the  working  of  the 
American  govemmem  machine  in 
1956.  and  he  won  several  awards 
from  the  Overseas  Press  Club  of  New 
York  for  his  an  ides  on  foreign 
affairs.  A  small,  sprightly  man  with  a 
self-deprecating  smile,  he  did  not 
feature  much  on  the  Washington 
cocktail  circuit:  but  no  correspondent 
in  Washington  was  read  more  intent¬ 
ly  by  hjs  colleagues,  especially  those 
of  the  foreign  press,  some  of  whom 
had  the  reputation  among  their 
rivals  of  being  “Scotty  Reston  rewrite 
men”.  A  lively* concern  for  the  trends 
and  practices  of  American  journal¬ 
ism  —  as  reflected  in  his  book  The 
Artillery  of  rhe  Press  (1%7)  —  made 
steady  demands  on  him  as  a  lecturer, 
and  he  was  awarded  many  honorary 
degrees  by  American  universities. 

James  Reston  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Sally  and  their  three  sorts. 


KATHLEEN  HARRISON 


Kathleen  Harrison, 
actress,  died  yesterday 
aged  103.  She  was  born 
on  February  23, 1892. 

IN  ANY  popularity  poll  taken 
during  the  late  1940s,  Kath¬ 
leen  Harrison  and  Jack 
Warner  would  have  eclipsed 
an  army  of  more  glamorous 
actors.  They  were  the  stars  of  a 
popular  series  of  films  based 
around  a  middle-aged  couple 
called  the  Huggetts,  a  works 
foreman  and  his  suburban 
wife.  The  series  was  a  spin-off 
from  the  film  Holiday  Camp 
(1947).  and  included  over  the 
next  few  years  Here  Come  the 
Huggetts.  Vote  For  Huggert 
and  The  Huggetts  Abroad. 
These  in  turn  spawned  Meet 
the  Huggetts.  a  BBC  radio 
series. 

The  role  of  Ma  Huggett 
established  Kathleen  Harri¬ 
son  as  one  of  the  most  accom¬ 
plished  comediennes  of  her 
period,  although  theatregoers 
had  long  been  aware  of  her 
talents.  If  during  her  early 
days  she  was  relegated  to 


playing  domestic  servants,  she 
proved  at  length  that  her 
range  was  wider  than  un¬ 
imaginative  casting  directors 
had”  decreed.  Whatever  she 
did.  she  was  engagingly  natu¬ 
ral  and  persuasive,  and  her 
sound  technique  could  trans¬ 
form  a  mediocre  script  into 
something  special. 

Although  she  was  bom  in 
Blackburn,  the  daughter  of  an 
engineer.  Kathleen  Harrison 
was  brought  up  in  London 
from  the  age  of  five,  after  her 
father  became  borough  engi¬ 
neer  for  Southwark.  There 
was  no  tradition  of  acting  in 
the  family,  but  her  father  was 
a  wonderful  mimic.  Educated 
at  Clapham  High  School,  she 
trained  for  the  stage  at  RADA 
during  the  First  World  War. 
This  came  about  after  her 
father,  who  sat  on  the  borough 
council,  befriended  a  fellow 
councillor  who  was  married  to 
die  actress  Helen  Haye.  She 
was  a  teacher  at  RADA,  and 
the  family  connection  inspired 
the  young  Kathleen  to  apply. 

It  was  ai  RADA  that  JKath- 
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We  provide  a  Hfefine  to  over  3,000  animal 
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Remember  The  Donkeys  And 
We*Il  Remember  You! 

Over 6,700  donkeys  have  been  taken  into 
care  many  from  lives  tormented  by  cruelty 
and  neglect  A  donkey  is  never  turned 
away  from  our  Sanctuary  and  never  put 
down  unless  there  is  no  longer  any  quality 
of  life. 

We  need  your  help  to  continue  rescuing 
donkeys  and  to  secure  their  future  on  one 
of  our  nine  terms.  A  bequest  to  the 
donkeys  will  help  immensely  and  your 
name  win  be  inscribed  on  our  Memory  Wall 
and  will  be  blessed  at  our  annual  St  Francis 
Day  Memorial  Service. 

A  copy  of  our  "Guide  to  Making  a  Will"  is 
available  on  request  kjj  i. 

The  Donkey  Sanctuary, 

(DeptTML  Sidmouth, 

Devon,  EX100NU.  W  llM  | 

Td:  (01395)578222  I 

Enquiries  to  Dr  E.  D.  Svendsen,  MBE  i 

Reg.  Charity  No.  264818  I 


leen  was  rehearsing  Pvgma- 
lion  one  day  when  George 
Bernard  Shaw  arrived  to 
watch  proceedings.  He  told 
her  to  go  out  onto  the  Old  Kent 
Road  and  just  listen  to  Lhe 
women  talking.  This  was 
sound  advice,  and  Harrison 
became  adept  at  playing  Cock¬ 
neys.  The  typecasting  she  later 
fell  into  was  partly  of  her  own 
devising  during  these  student 
days.  Harrison  longed  to  play 
romantic  parts,  but  found 
herself  petrified  with  fear  dur¬ 
ing  love  scenes.  So  instead  she 
opted  for  tiny  parts  such  as  the 
maid,  making  up  lor  her  lack 
of  lines  by  getting  the  charac¬ 
ter  just  right. 

At  first,  however,  it  seemed 
that  she  would  have  no  career 
at  all  Her  parents  had  not 
been  keen  for  her  to  go  onto 
the  stage,  and  were  relieved 
when  she  married,  in  1916. 
John  Back  of  the  Western 
Telegraph  Company.  He  took 
her  to  live  with  him  in  Buenos 
Aires  and  Madeira,  and  she 
was  out  of  England  for  some 
years.  But  by  the  early  1920s 
her  husband  was  unemployed 
and.  with  two  sons  and  a 
daughter  to  keep,  it  was 
imperative  that  she  find  work. 
After  a  year  in  the  provinces, 
she  began,  in  1927.  a  long 
period  in  London  theatres,  at 
first  playing  mainly  useful 
domestics.  They  were  small 
parts,  but  showy,  and  she 
gained  good  notices  for  them- 

During  the  1930s  she  acted 
in  two  plays  by  Emiyn  Wil¬ 
liams.  as  Mrs  Terence  in 
Night  Must  Fall  (Duchess, 
1935)  and  as  the  housekeeper 
Mrs  Watty  in  The  Com  is 
Green  (Duchess,  1938).  After 
Williams,  she  was  taken  up  by 
Terence  Rattigan,  and  scored 
an  instant  success  as  the  tail- 
gunner’s  wife  in  Flare  Path 
(670  performances  at  the  Apol¬ 
lo  from  April  1942).  During  the 
war  she  toured  with  Ensa.  and 
appeared  in  Noel  Coward's  Jn 
Which  We  Serve. 

She  had  her  biggest  theatri¬ 
cal  break  in  1946,  playing 
Violet  the  old  housemaid,  in 
Rattigan’s  The  Winslow  Boy. 
The  part  required  an  emotion¬ 
al  scene  in  which  she  returns 
from  court  to  tell  the  family 
that  the  schoolboy  has  been 
acquitted  of  theft.  It  was  a  five- 
minute  tour  de  force,  which 


left  the  audience  —  and  the 
other  actors  —  drained  and 
stunned.  That  virtuoso  display 
firmly  established  her  in  the 
hierarchy  of  London  actresses, 
but  the  Huggett  series  in  the 
late  1940s  really  compounded 
her  reputation  with  a  much 
wider  audience. 

Among  her  later  stage  work 
were  800  performances  in 
N.  C.  Hunter’s  Wafers  of  the 
Moon  at  the  Haymarket 
(1951),  and  tire  role  of  a  blunt 
ex-chorus  girl  in  Noel  Cow¬ 
ard’s  Nude  With  Violin 
(Globe,  1956).  One  of  her  rare 
classical  roles  was  Mrs 
Hardcastie  in  She  Stoops  to 
Conquer  at  the  Young  Vic 
(1972). 

Although  Harrison  had 
made  her  screen  debut  with  a 
film  called  Our  Bovs  in  1915, 
her  film  career  did  not  really 
start  until  late  middle  age. 
Then,  after  the  success  of  the 
Huggett  series,  she  was  inun¬ 
dated  with  scripts.  She  was 
particularly  proud  of  her  work 
in  dramatised  versions  of 
Dickens  (appropriately,  con¬ 
sidering  that  she  had  been 
bom  some  twenty  .years  after 
Dickens  had  written  his  last 
novel).  Among  these  were  the 
film  versions  of  Oliver  Twist 
(1948),  Scrooge  (1951)  and  The 
Pickwick  Papers  (1952),  and 
television  productions  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Chuzzlewit  and  Our  Mutu¬ 
al  Friend. 

More  work  on  television 
followed,  including  Mrs 
Thursday  in  1966.  in  which 
she  played  a  Cockney  char¬ 
woman  who  suddenly  inherits 
a  fortune.  The  show  was  a 
phenomonal  success  and  with¬ 
in  six  weeks  had  knocked 
Coronation  Street  from  its 
usual  perch  at  the  top  of  the 
ratings.  That  year,  she  vowed 
never  to  stop  working,  but 
gradually  she  eased  up  on 
commitments,  and  a  few  years 
later  stopped  altogether. 

Kathleen  Ham  son  routine¬ 
ly  deducted  six  years  off  her 
age  —  following  the  fashion 
among  actresses  of  her  gener¬ 
ation  —  giving  her  year  of 
birth  as  1898.  She  anJy  admit-  , 
ted  to  the  deceit  three  years 
ago  when  she  turned  100.  j 

Her  husband  died  in  1960. 
She  is  survived  by  a  son  and  a  | 
daughter,  another  son  having  i 
predeceased  her.  ] 
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A  pencil  portrait  of  Josef  Hod  in  done 
by  Oskar  Kokoshka  in  1964 


Josef  Hodin.  art 
historian,  died  in  London 
on  December  6  aged  90. 
He  was  born  in  Prague 
on  August  17, 1905. 

A  LEADING  European  art 
critic.  Josef  Paul  Hodin  wit¬ 
nessed  and  bore  testimony  to 
some  of  the  most  exciting 
developments  in  modernist 
aesthetics  this  century.  A  Ger¬ 
man  Jew  brought  up  in  Czech¬ 
oslovakia.  he  lived  as  a  young 
man  in  the  flourishing  cultur¬ 
al  centres  of  Europe  —  in 
Dresden,  Paris  and  Berlin. 
Thus,  though  under  the  stem 
direction  of  a  father  who 
believed  that  a  man  should 
have  a  profession  —  Hodin 
read  law  at  Charles  University 
in  Prague  —  he  never  subse- 

S silly  practised  as  a  lawyer. 

ing  passionately  in  love 
with  art  instead. 

During  the  war  Hodin  set¬ 
tled  first  in  Stockholm,  where 
he  joined  the  Czechoslovak 
Resistance,  and  then  in 
London  where  he  served  as 
press  attach*  to  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  govemment-in-exile.  But 
as  soon  as  peace  came  he  left 
diplomatic  service  and  settled 
in  London  to  devote  his  life  to 
the  study  of  art 
His  work  as  a  critic  gravitat¬ 
ed  in  two  principal  directions. 
At  a  rime  when,  in  the  wake  of 
the  dark  age  of  Nazism,  the 
Continent  was  looking  to¬ 
wards  Britain  for  a  cultural 
lead,  he  fought  for  a  recogni¬ 
tion  in  England  of  art  from 
East  of  the  Rhine.  Simulta¬ 
neously.  he  strove  to  interpret 
the  trends  currently  unfolding 
in  British  modern  art. 

As  early  as  1911  Kandinsky 
had  characterised  the  dawn¬ 
ing  20th  century  as  die  “oentu- 
ry  of  the  internal".  The 
spontaneity  and  intensity  of 
the  rising  Expressionist  move¬ 
ment,  gave  primary  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  inner  world  of 
emotion-  Hodin  explored  this 
movement  intimately,  particu¬ 
larly  through  his  friendship 
with  Oskar  Kokoschka,  who 
lived  in  London  from  1938  to 
1954.  Hodin  devoted  six  stud¬ 
ies  to  this  painter,  the  most 
important  being  Oskar  Ko¬ 
koschka:  A  Biography  (1966). 
This,  like  all  Hodin’s  bio¬ 
graphical  studies,  was  char¬ 
acterised  by  an  almost  nov- 
elistic  sense  of  the  artist’s 
character.  Like  the  Expres¬ 
sionists  themselves,  he  aimed 
to  communicate  the  soul  as 
much  as  the  skill  of  the  artist 
indeed,  Kokoschka  was  to 
praise  him  for  his  “X-ray 
vision". 

His  studies  of  Kokoschka, 
together  with  other  works  on 
Edvard  Munch,  Isaac  Grune- 
wald  and  Ludfwig  Meidner 
(the  latter  two  a  rusts  he  also 
knew  personally)  were  to  es¬ 
tablish  him  as  an  authority  on 
Expressionism.  However,  he 
was  also  responsible  for  the 
introduction  to  British  tastes 


—  which  until  his  arrival  on 
the  scene  had  looked  to  Paris 
as  the  measure  of  artistic 
truthfulness — of  such  influen¬ 
tial  European  figures  as  Emil 
Nolde.  Paul  Klee  and  Ernst 
Beckmann.  He  then  went  on 
to  encourage  appreciation  for 
a  number  of  other  important 
artists  who  had  fled  from 
Nazism,  including  the  Dada¬ 
ist  Kurt  Schwitters;  the  Con¬ 
structivist  Naum  Garbo:  and 
Moholy-Nagy  of  the  Bauhaus. 

When  Hodin  came  to 
London,  modern  British  art 
had  not  yet  started  to  play  a 
role  in  the  international 
sphere.  Most  British  painters 
were  engaged  as  “war  artists” 
commissioned  to  depict  scenes 
of  conflict  and  civil  defence. 
There  were  few  galleries  in 
London,  as  well  as  a  restrictive 
paper  shortage  and  limited 
printing  facilities. 

Hodin  was  appointed  as  the 
first  director  of  studies  and 
librarian  at  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Arts.  Influ¬ 
enced  by  such  eminent  art 
critics  as  Kenneth  Clark  and 
Herbert  Read  he  delivered  the 
first  complete  course  in  Brit¬ 
ain  on  the  history  of  the 
modern  movement,  relating 
trends  in  the  visual  arts  to 
parallel  ones  in  music,  litera¬ 
ture  and  philosophy.  Later  as 
co-editor  (1956-66)  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  European  art  periodica). 
Quadrum ,  he  was  quick  to 
recognise  and  explore  the  aes¬ 
thetics  of  newly  emerging 
artistic  groups. 

Hodin  had  a  house  in 
Cornwall  where  his  wife  Pam¬ 
ela,  whom  he  had  married  in 
1944.  had  grown  up.  He  spent 
much  time  there  and  became  a 
close  friend  of  Ben  Nicholson 
and  Barbara  Hepworth,  both 
members  of  the  then  nascent 
St  Ives  group.  His  studies  of 
them,  written  with  their  col¬ 
laboration.  had  all  the  distinc¬ 
tive  intimacy  and  insight 
which  characterised  his  other 
works. 

Another  of  Hodin 's  particu¬ 
lar  interests  was  contempo¬ 
rary  sculpture.  He  wrote 
books  about  Elizabeth  Frink, 
Lynn  Chadwick,  Henry 
Moore  and  Emilio  Greco.  But 
he  also  established  his  name 
as  a  writer  of  theoretical 
treatises  which  tackled  the 
complex  problems  of  contem¬ 
porary  aesthetics.  The  most 
important  of  these  are  The 
Dilemma  of  Being  Modem 
(1956)  and  Modem  An  and 
the  Modem  Mind  (1972). 

A  great  many  honours  were 
conferred  on  Hodin  during  his 
lifetime.  In  1954  he  won  the 
first  international  prize  for  art 
criticism  at  the  Venice 
Biennale  with  a  contribution 
on  Surrealism  and  Francis 
Bacon.  He  was  made  an 
honorary  professor  of  Vienna 
University  in  1975. 

Josef  Hodin  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Pamela,  and  by  a  son 
and  daughter. 


FEEDING  THE  TOLL 
OF  FIRE  DEATHS 

He  was  a  bouncer  in  a  Manchester 
nightclub.  He  finished  work  and  arri¬ 
ved  home,  sober,  about  4am.  His  wife 
arid  two  young  children  were  sleeping 
upstairs.  He  had  a  quick  meal,  smoked 
a  cigarette  in  the  living  room,  stubbed  it 
out  in  the  ashtray,  and  went  to  bed.  The 
ashtray  fell  into  the  settee,  the  cigarette 
still  just  alight.  The  settee  began  to  bum. 
For  about  two  hours  it  smouldered,  until 
suddenly  it  caught  fire.  Within  three 
minutes,  the  bouncer  and  his  wife 
awoke,  dimly  aware  something  was 
wrong.  They  opened  their  eyes.  Six 
inches  above  their  faces  was  a  pall  of 
thick,  black  smoke.  Frantic,  they  divid¬ 
ed,  she  crawling  to  the  window,  he  to 
fetch  the  children.  He  never  made  it  and 
neither  did  the  children.  Seconds  after 
waking,  they  were  dead.  The  firemen 
found  them  later,  huddled  together  in 
the  bathroom — not  burnt,  but  poi¬ 
soned  by  the  fumes.  Around  300  such 
deaths  happen  every  year,  involving 
domestic  fumirure  set  ablaze  either  by 
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This  topical  article  was  written  by  the 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Sedgefield. 
Mr  Tony  Blair. 


cigarettes,  matches,  electrical  faults  or 
other  causes  of  fire.  The  tragedy  is  that 
many  die  needlessly.  Most  modem 
ftimiture  is  stuffed  with  foam  so  highly 
flammable  that  within  seconds  of  catch¬ 
ing  fire  it  creates  an  inferno.  It  also  gives 
off  carbon  monoxide  and  cyanide;  two 
or  three  inhalations  are  fatal  for  an 
adult.  Yet  furniture  manufacturers  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  this  foam  though  its 
dangers  are  well  known  and  though 
there  are  now  on  the  market  combus¬ 
tion-modified  foams  which  have  a 


proven  ability  to  contain  fires  and  to 
save  lives,  ft  is  a  scandal  on  which  the 
government  has  been  slow  to  act 
Regulations  were  first  passed  in  1981. 
They  have  largely  failed.  The  govern¬ 
ment  will,  however,  legislate  again  in 
early  1988.  But  new  evidence  indicates 
that  this  legislation  may  be  as  flawed  as 
its  predecessor.  The  public  often  thinks 
of  the  government  as  some  vast  clinical 
machine  dealing  with  problems  in  an 
orderly  fashion.  In  fact,  being  com¬ 
posed  of  human  beings,  usually  with  too 
much  to  do  in  too  little  lime,  govern¬ 
ments  respond  primarily  to  pressure.  If 
it’s  in  the  news,  ir  must  be  dealr  with.  A 
disaster  occurs:  an  outcry  follows;  a 
solution  must  be  found  or  something 
which  resembles  a  solution.  When,  as 
here,  death  happens  by  twos  or  threes, 
the  headline  is  not  large  enough,  the 
pressure  is  insufficiently  concentrated. 
Seven  years  and  perhaps  as  many  as 
2.000  deaths  will  have  passed  between 
file  1981  regulations  and  those  due  next 
year.  Do  we  have  to  wait  another  seven 
years  before  we  get  it  right? 


-  •- 
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Europe  set  on  collision  course 

■  France  and  Germany  yesterday  put  themselves  on  a 
collision  course  with  Britain  by  setting  out  a  joint  programme 
for  deeper  European  integration  that  envisages  a  common 
immigration  policy,  the  extension  of  qualified  majority  voting 
and  a  far  greater  role  for  the  European  Parliament 

The  key  elements  of  the  reforms,  outlined  in  an  open  letter  to 
their  European  partners,  are  opposed  by  the  British 
Government  and  will  outrage  Euro-sceptics . Pages  i,  12, 19 

Gangland  hitman  lures  three  to  death 

■  A  gangland  hitman  who  lured  three  criminals  to  a 

rendezvous  in  a  lonely  country  lane  and  shot  them  as  they  sat  in 
their  car  was  being  hunted  by  police.  The  bodies  were  found  by 
a  farmer,  slumped  in  a  Range  Rover  in  a  lane  dose  to  die  A130 
between  Basildon  and  Chelmsford  in  Essex _ Page  1 


Bridgewater  case 

Michael  Howard  decided  provi¬ 
sionally  not  to  send  the  Carl 
Bridgewater  murder  case  back  to 
the  Cburt  of  Appeal  for  a  second 
review.  The  families’  solicitor  is 
seeking  judicial  review . Page  2 

MP's  admission 

Siivana  Ashby,  wife  of  the  Tory 
MP  David  Ashby;  told  the  High 
Court  she  was  pleased  when  he 
admitted  he  was  homosexual 
because  it  meant  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  her . . Page  3 

Beef  assurance 

While  British  food  manufacturers 
insisted  that  all  their  beef  prod¬ 
ucts  are  completely  safe,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  schools  decided 
unilaterally  to  stop  serving  if  or 
introduced  partial  bans™  Page  4 

Unhealthy  longevity 

Men  and  women  are  living  long¬ 
er  but  getting  no  healthier,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  government  survey. 
The  extra  years  of  life  are  years 
with  a  disability . Page  5 

Jail  suicides 

Drug  abuse  and  violence  are  rife 
in  Doncaster  jail,  Britain's  largest 
private  prison.  It  has  the  highest 
suicide  attempt  rate  in  the 
country . . Page  6 

MoD  thwarted 

Ministry  of  Defence  investigators 
have  failed  to  gain  access  to  the 
Swiss  bank  accounts  of  Gordon 
Foxley.  a  former  top  official  jailed 
for  corruption Page  7 


Budget  gains 

More  people  think  the  Chancel¬ 
lor's  policies  will  benefit  them 
personally  than  at  any  time  since 
the  last  election,  although  the 
public  believes  Labour  would 
manage  the  economy  best,  a 
MORI  poll  found . Pages  1,  8 

Muni  manoeuvres 

Mimi  Papandreou  is  busy  inside 
the  Onassis  Cardiac  Centre  try¬ 
ing  to  ensure  her  political  surviv¬ 
al  in  the  event  of  her  husband’s 
death.  The  Prime  Minister  re¬ 
mains  critically  ill _ Page  II 

Cassandra  Kohl 

Helmut  Kohl's  Cassandra-like 
statement  that  European  integra¬ 
tion  has  become  a  matter  of  war 
and  conceals  a  deeper  con¬ 
cern  .'.<d  a  real  historical 
resonance . .. . .  Page  12 

French  strikes  grow 

France  faced  a  fresh  rash  of  pro¬ 
tests  and  demonstrations.  A  me¬ 
diator  was  appointed  in  the 
conflict  with  striking  railway 
workers . Page  13 

Young  Tigers 

The  Tamil  Tigers  followed  their 
rejection  of  an  amnesty  by  the  Sri 
Lankan  Government  with  a  post¬ 
er  camaign  urging  boys  of  14  and 
over  to  join  the  war . Page  14 

Gingrich  scrutiny 

Newt  Gingrich,  the  House  Speak¬ 
er,  is  to  be  investigated  by  an 
independent  counsel  for  alleged 
tax  law  violations . Page  15 


I 


Alice  Reid,  7,  bom  Garden  House  School  Westminster,  at  a  Children's  Society  Christingle  service  in  Westminster  Abbey 


Works  councils:  British  Telecom 
will  announce  the  formation  of  a 
European  works  council  covering 
all  the  company's  UK  and  Conti¬ 
nental  employees - Page  23 

Accountants:  The  £105  million 
award  against  Binder  Hamlyn  has 
prompted  accountants  to  became 
ordinary  companies  instead  of 
partnerships ... _ Page  23 

Litttewoods:  The  32  family  owners 
of  the  Littiewoods  empire  voted 
overwhelmingly  to  keep  the  pools 
and  home  shopping  retail  group 
private . .. . ......Page  23 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
23-3  points  to  3639.5.  Sterling's 
trade- weigh  ted  index  fell  0.1  points 
to  dose  at  82il  after  a  fall  from 
$1.5407  to  $1.5378  and-  from 
DMZ2217  to  DM2J216I . Page  26 


-1 

Football:  Leicester  City  are  taking 
legal  advice  after  Mark  McGhee, 
their  manager,  resigned.  He  is  now 
expected  to  apply  for  the  vacant 
post  at  Wolverhampton 
Wanderers - Page  44 

Cricket  John  Crawley,  expected  to 
replace  Mark  Ramprakash  in  the 
next  Test  match  in  South  Africa, 
was  out  for  six  against  Boland  ar 
Paarl . . . Page  44 

Tennis:  Pete  Sampras,  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  pulled  out  of  a  lucrative 
Grand  Slam  Cup  quarter-final 
against  Goran  Ivanisevic,  of  Cro¬ 
atia.  complaining  of  a  knee 
injury . . . Page  44 

Football:  Kevin  McCarra  asks 
where  now  for  Paul  Gascoigne, 
after  his  dismissal  against 
Borussia  Dortmund  . Page  39 
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ACROSS 

26  Inferior  case  for  collector  of  coins 

For  Sale:  one  Santa  needing  a  grotto 

■  A  sale  at  Christie’s  today  is  devoted  exclusively  to  Christmas. 
Among  the  lots  is  a  6ft  Santa  Claus,  which  for  many  years 
cheered  shoppers  outside  Burton’s,  a  grocery  and  confectionery 
business  in  Smithy  Row,  Nottingham.  The  owner,  John 
Weedon,  is  running  down  his  stock  before  retirement  The 
figure  is  estimated  to  fetch  £1,000  to  £1,500 . Page  7 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,033  1 1  TlMESWEftTHER^l 

For  the  latest  region  by  region  forecast  24  hours 
a  day.  dttri  0891  500  foflcmd  by  the  appropriate 
code- 

Greater  London  — . 701 

Kent.SuneySu5Se» . 702 

Dorset  Hants  &  IOW . 703 

Devon  &  Comwati . .  .  .  704 

Wtts.i3aucs.Avor\Soni3 . . .  705 

Berhs.Bucks.CMon . 706 

BetteJHerlS&Esocw . . . 7D7 

NorioKSuflofcjCaintKS .  70S 

West  Mid  &  Sth  Glam  &  Gwert . 709 

Shops.Heretds  &  Worcs .  710 

Cerftg]  McSands . 711 

East  Midlands .  _  712 

Uncs  &  Humberside .  713 

Dyted&Poms .  . . 714 

,  Gwynedd  &  Chvyd .  .  715 

1  N  WEndand . 716 

W  &  S  Yorks  8  Dales .  . 717 

NE  England . 718 

Cumbria  (V  LehaDisMU ..  .  . .  -.719 

SW Scotland..-  . . . .  .  .  733 

!  W  Central  Scotland  .  ..  . . . .  .  721 

Ecfin  S  FrfeAothian  &  Borders . 722 

E  Central  Scotland .  . . 723 

GrfflTBtan  8  E  Highlands  .  . . .  .  .  724 

NWScoftand . .  ....  ..725 

Caithness.  Orkney  &  Shetland  . - _ 726 

N  Ireland.. . . 72  7 

WeamarcaB  is  charged  ai  39p  pet  minute  (cheap 
rate)  and  49p  par  nvnute  at  al  other  tmes. 


For  the  blast  AA  traffle/roadworks  WormaBon, 
24  hours  a  day,  dial  0338  401  followed  by  the 
appropriate  code1 
London  a  SE  traffic,  readworta 

An»w«rtflM2S  - . 731 

EssexAterts^edstiBucks/Betks/Owjn . 732 

Kert/Surrayffiussec/Haras .  ..———734 

M2S  London  Ortxte)  only - 736 

National  traffic  and  road— arks 

National  maftxways - - — . 737 

West  Country . . .  738 

Wales . -  . 739 

MkSsnds..  ... ....._ . 740 

EastAngfte . - .  741 

NortvwesJ  England . . . 742 

NorffveaalEn^and.. .  ..  ._743 

Scodsid  .  744 

Northern  Ireland . . 745 

AA  Roadvratch  is  charged  al  39p  pec  mimiw 
(dieap  rate)  and  48p  per  minute  at  all  other  times 


Yesterday:  Hgtieat  day  temp:  Falmouth.  Corn¬ 
wall,  7C  M5F1:  lowest  day  max  Semybrtdge, 
Powys,  -2G  pan;  highest  rainfafl:  Ufflehampton, 
West  Sussex,  ,42n;  highest  outshine;  Jersey, 
t  4.7lr 


Let  there  be  light:  Using  £500,000 
in  lottery  money,  Wolverhampton 
is  about  to  “enhance  its  cultural 
identity"  by  flooding  its  key  public 
buildings  with  artistic 
lighting - Page  36 

Theatrical  debut  In  Wales,  Ralph 
Steadman  makes  his  first  foray 
into  the  world  of  theatre  design,  but 
his  sets  and  costumes  for  Gulliver's 
Travels  leave  something  to  be 

desired . Page  36 

Forgotten  Sixties:  The  Beatles  are 
everywhere  this  Christinas.  But 
what  about  Twinkle  and  the  Apple¬ 
jacks,  doomed  to  has-been  limbo? 
They  had  No  1  hits,  too —..Page  37 

Belgian  treat:  Flanders  Opera 
presents  a  rare  and  enjoyable  stag¬ 
ing  of  Korn  gold's  early  opera.  Die 
tote  Siadt _ - Page  38 


|  .  TOMORROW 

IN  THE  TIMES 

■  FREE  TICKETS 
Take  your  family  to 
see  Babe,  the  Christmas 
movie  hit  — 100  tickets 
to  be  won 

■  PLUS... 

The  good  events  guide 
— 100  other  things  to  do 
during  the  festive 
season 


FORECAST 


□  General:  most  of  England  and 
Wales  will  have  a  dry  day  with  some 
sunshine  There  will  be  a  few  sleet  or 
snow  showers  over  northern  England 
at  first  and  some  rain  or  sleet  showers 
in  the  southwest  during  the  day.  One 
or  two  freezing  tog  patches  over 
central  and  eastern  England  al  first 
will  mostly  clear  during  the  morning 
but  freezing  fog  may  become  wide¬ 
spread  al  night. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
be  fairly  cloudy  with  some  sleet  or 
snow  showers  but  there  should  be 
brighter  intervals.  The  showers  will  be 
mostly  confined  to  the  Scottish 
islands  by  the  evening. 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands,  E 
England,  W  Midlands,  Central  N: 

any  freezing  fog  clearing  slowly.  Dry 
with  bright  spells.  Wind  easterly  light 
Max  3C  (37F). 

□  Channel  Isles:  dry  and  bright. 


Wind  southeasterly  light  or  moderate. 
Max  JC  (39F). 

□  SW  England,  S  Wales,  Isle  of 
Man:  cloudy  with  some  showers. 
Snow  on  hills.  Wind  east  to  south¬ 
easterly.  mostly  light.  Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  N  Wales,  NW  &  NE  England, 
Lake  District,  Borders,  Edinburgh 
&  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  SW  Scot¬ 
land,  Glasgow,  Central  Highlands, 
Argyll,  N  Ireland:  cloudy  with  sleet  or 
snow  showers,  mostly  dying  out  later. 
Wind  southeasterly  light.  Max  3C 
(37F). 

G  Moray  Firth,  NE  &  NW  Scotland: 

I  airly  cloudy  and  showery,  some 
snow,  mainly  on  hills.  Wind  southeast 
to  southerly  light.  Max  4C  (39R. 

□  Orkney:  rain  and  sleet  showers. 
Wind  south  to  southwesterly  mod¬ 
erate.  Max  5C  (41F). 

□  Outlook:  mostly  dry,  bright  and 

cold  but  some  areas  of  persistent 
freezing  tog.  \ 


24  hrs  to  5  pm:  bright  c^dtnxl;  d=dnzzfe:  ds=dust  storm:  du-duM’ 
r=rain;  sti -shearer.  sl=sJe«t  snsarww;  s-surc  1= 


I  Tax  official  has  to  take  a  cutter  to 
island  (9). 

6  Composer's  ignorance?  (5). 

9  It’s  a  mistake  to  tolerate  such  a 
frightful  thing  (7). 

10  Merit  of  French  answer  (7). 

11  Drag  lake,  in  a  manner  of 
speaking  (5). 

12  Rude  about  vessel's  bow  being  on 
the  rocks  (9).  - 

14  Subordinate  in  Near  East  (3). 

15  Hearing  expert's  making  record 
with  one  in  a  studio,  perhaps  (1 1). 

17  Lacking  courage,  paid  only  a  little 
money  (7-4). 

19  Impair  —  with  removal  of  odd 
bits?  (3). 

20  Part  in  musical  providing  a  good 
example  (9). 

22  Preserve  a  lake  as  navigable 
waterway  (5). 

24  A  declaration  of  friendship  from 
Muslim  region  (7). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20.032 


aSSOaUQI  910333019 

aiaagnaaa 
id  mats  aan  si  si  iiaaaa 
a  a  a  a  nan 
naaaa  aaaaaaaasj 
aanaa  3  a 
anaaaaaaaaaaaa 
n  aaaa  a 

aaiiaaaaagaaaaa 
□  21  a  a  a  a  a 
Binaaaaaaa  aaaaa 
go  a  a  a  a  a 
aaaan  aaaanaaiis 
a  a  n  a  a  a  a  a 
iMiaaa  anaaaaa 


fUJ- 

27  Say  in  cathedral  a  lament  for  the 
dead  (5). 

28  Preacher  has  spoken  in  endless 
despair  (9). 

DOWN 

1  Without  honour,  editor  is  in  fix  (5). 

2  Relative  getting  up  to  dance  in 
church  (7). 

3  Female  will  support  Ancient 

Mariner  (9). 

4  Traditional  steps  taken  as  main 
record's  broken  (6,5). 

5  Show  no  end  of  accord?  (3). 

6  He  appears  when  don's  out  of 
town  (5). 

7  One  serial  broadcast  from  Medi¬ 
terranean  country  (7). 

8  Observer  magazine  (9). 

13  Business  manager  is  reserve 
member  of  team  (5-6). 

14  Liberal  in  seat  appears  to  fall  from 
grace  19). 

16  Where  one  came  to  terms  with 
stale  fish  (3,6). 

18  A  region  tranformed  in  period 
long  ago  (43). 

19  Take  away  one  bishop  inside  this 
vehicle  (7). 

21  Like  a  mountain  top  seen  here? 
Not  very  well  (5). 

23  Unit  of  light  troops  in  place  in 
Egypt  (5). 

25  Wood  for  steering-wheel  not  hard 
to  find  (3). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  44 
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in 

Aberdeen 

0.1 

0.41 

Angosoy 

4£ 

0.03 

Aspatria 

3.4 

0.04 

Avwmore 

0.6 

BeKasf 

D.7 

0.01 

Birmingham 

062 

Bognor  R 

0.34 

BoumenVih 

008 

Bristol 

001 

Buxton 

- 

020 

Cardiff 

05 

0.04 

Clacton 

- 

X 

Cteetfmnes 
Cohvyn  Bay 

X 

X 

Cromer 

- 

004 

Doncaster 

X 

□unbar 

X 

Eastbourne 

X 

Edfoburgh 

4.0 

013 

Eskriatamuir 

16 

006 

ExmouBi 

- 

0  07 

Falmouth 

16 

- 

Fishguard 

1.0 

Folkestone 

- 

0.0! 

Glasgow 

3.4 

Guernsey 

4.1 

. 

- 

ora 

0.17 

002 

Horn 

or 

001 

Hunstanton 

2.9 

0.01 

Ilfracombe 

Isle  ol  Man 

01 

030 

Jersey 

4  7 

- 

KMosa 

Leeds 

03 

016 

Lerwick 

Ol 

003 

Lauchars 

2.1 

025 

ti.34  1  34  so 


39  H  UHtehmptn 

36  %  LheroocA 

37  s  London 

1  34  sn  Lowestoft 

3  37  sti  Manchester 

32  sn  Margate 


34  sn  MJnehead 

37  d  Morecambe 

34  sn  Newcastle 

34  sn  Newquay 

34  sn  Norwich 

37  on  Nottingham 

Oxford 
Penzance 
36  an  Plymouth 

Poole 
Prestatyn 
Ros&o-wye 
41  b  Ryde 

36  sn  Salcombe 

39  sn  Sandown 


Sun  Rain 
trs  n  C 

-  0.42  2 

-  <!<£>  0 

0.9  005  4 

-  015  1 

01  0.06  1 

t 

09  006  1 

0.1  0  04  2 

-  028  2 

01  -  5 


-  001 
X 

0  4  0.01 
X 


Max 

F 

36  sn 


7  45  b 

1  34  c 

2  36  c 

4  39  b 

5  41  a 

2  36  sn 

2  36  sn 


Saumn  Sod 

Scarboro’ 

ShankUn 

Shrewsbury 

Skegness 

Southend 

Southport 


0  02  1  34  du  Southsea 

0  01  4  30  sn  Stives 

0.01  2  36  b  Stornaway 

0  32  du  Swanage 

0  33  4  39  sit  Teigranouth 

3  37  s  TV* 

3  37  tii  Torquay 

0 16  2  36  sn  Tynemouth 

009  5  41  h  Ventnor 

055  5  41  sh  Weymouth 


0.19  36 
0 10  3 


savings  n  Cut,  discount, 

economy,  reduction,  if  your 
electricity  bill  is  aver  £12.000 
pa.  you  could  enjoy  significant 
savings  by  switching  to  an 
Eastern  contract. 


Talk  to  Eastern  for  a  batter  deaf 

0800  99  77  55 


5BE  lcctricitv 


Eastam  EJMrldty  is  pal  ol  Eastern  Grow  pic 


Alex'dha 

Algiers 

Amsfdm 

Athens 

B  Aires 

Bahrain 

Bangkok 

Barbados 

Barcelona 

Beirut 


Bermuda 

Biarritz 

Borde'x 


Calm 
Cape  Tn 
Ch 'church 
Chicago 
Cologne 


12  54  t 

19  66  s 
21  70  1 

14  57  I 
-4  35  s 

15  59  t 
33  91  [ 

20  68  r 
29  84  o 
29  84  I 

9  48  ( 

18  64  5 
0  32  I 
-6  21  sn 

19  66  s 
7  45  1 
4  38  s 
3  27  sn 

-1  30  sn 

21  70  t 
24  75  c 

16  61  c 

0  32  1 
-3  27  c 


Corfu 

C'phagn 

DubBn 

Dubrovnik 

Fora 

Florence 

Frankfurt 

Funchsd 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

HetatnW 

Hoop  K 

Inraorck 

Istanbul 

Jeddah 

Jo 'burn 

Karachi 
L  Angels 
L  Palmas 
LeTquet 
Lisbon 
Locarno 
Luumbg 
I  nvnr 


17  63  f 
2  36  ( 

4  39c 

10  50  r 
14  57  r 
8  46  I 
-3  27  c 
16  61  c 

1  34  c 
16  61  t 

■6  21  sn 
19  66  s 
-1  30  s 
13  55  I 
29  84  s 

21  701 
29  64  s 
16  61  I 
21  70  I 
0  32  I 

11  52  f 

5  41  | 

-3  27  c 
M  77s 


Madrid 

Majorca 

Malaga 

Malta 

Mefo'me 

Mexico  C 

Miami 

Milan 

Montreal 

Moscow 

Munich 

N  Delhi 

NYorir 

Nairobi 

Naples 

Nice 


6  43  f 
73  55  s. 
16  ffl  s 

14  57  r 

16  61  f 
20  68  s 
27  81  I 

6  43  I 
-2  28  - 
■8  18  sn 
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Valeria  Grove  goes  travelling  with 
John  Prescott  —  squashed  together 
on  the  Tube,  delayed  at  the  airport, 
then  on  a  flight  to  Brussels  —  talk¬ 
ing  about  jazz,  diving  and 
poetry - - Page  16 

Covering  up:  Rachael  Tapselt 
spent  five  months  in  Afghanistan 
working  as  a  nurse.  She  talks  about 
the  practical  problems  and  unex¬ 
pected  humiliation  she  experienced 
wearing  the  Islamic  veil-..  Page  1? 


Assisting  pupils:  How  will  inde¬ 
pendent  schools  fare  if  Labour  wins 
the  next  election  and  scraps  the 
assisted  places  scheme?.....  Page  35 

Meaning  of  Christmas:  Mary,  Jo¬ 
seph,  angels,  shepherds,  kings  — 
and  the  baby  lying  in  a  manger.-’ 
Bui  do  primary  schools  place 
enough  emphasis  on  what  the  story 
is  really  all  about? . . Page  35 


Beef  is  still  good  meat  However, 
the  debate  about  it  will  have  been. 
productive  if  it  causes  us  to  ponder 
the  means  by  which  the  meat  We 
eat  is  obtained.  Giving  cattle  feed 
which  contains  sheep  brain  —  the 
original  cause  of  BSE  —  is  hardly 
good  husbandry. 

Many  people  will  think  more  care¬ 
fully  about  the  merits  of  tradition¬ 
ally  reared  and  organic  meat 
because  of  BSE.  If  we  become  more 
informed  consumers,  that  must  be 
to  the  good  —  Evening  Standard  j 


Preview:  NashvilleYfinest  turnout 
for  an  Aids  awareness  concert;  Red. 
Hot  arid  Country  (BBC2,  lL50pm). 
Review:  Lynne  Truss  thinks  dial 
Baden-POweU  deserves  better  of 
Channel  ——page  43 


Lest  ye  be  Judged  : 

The  stroggfefOTccmstitutic«3aiad- 
vantage  between  executive  and  ju¬ 
diciary  is  natural,  continuous  and' 
will  .  long  "Totttlasl  .  'this 
Government Vliy^:_Page  W 

Pounds  and  Euros  . 

The  advocates  of  si  angle  currency 
say  that  member  -countries  will 
have  their  economies  invigorated 
by  all  this.  It  is  true  that  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  hoisting  prices  invariably 
invigorate  the.  alert  entre- 
preneor  ,  -..Page  M 

Lhnngdofty  ^^ 

Fashion  vktifos  zk^hpt  look  like 
famine  -  victims.  And-  parents  can  . 
jilay  a  -  parfc-’by  a--deds&rr  this 
Christmas  to  go- on  VBarbie-buy- 
infi  strike- - IQ 


BERNARD  LEVIN 

Pot  34  years  Tiziy  Rowland  cultiva¬ 
ted  his  company;  mid  now  he  sees  it 
in. other  hands.  Was  I  not;  right,  all 
those  years  ago  vrira  l  .wasaaisid- 
ering  careers,  .  to  shun 
business? — — - - -.Page  IS 

BRUCE  ANDERSON 

It  has  been  widely  understood  at 
least  since  the  mid-1970s  that  good 
race  relations  depend  ari  stricr  im¬ 
migration  control.  The  right  of  asy¬ 
lum  is  one  of  the  last'  remaining 
means  of  undermining  that 
controls - - Page  18 

anJanaahUja 

Critics  of  Galileo  point  out  that 
$1.4  billion  dollars  has  been  spent 
mi  the  spacecraft  But  we  .are  con¬ 
tinually  seldng  answers fo  the  most 
fundamental  question,  that  of  our 
existence.  How  are  we  to  db  that  tf 
we  cannot  explore"  the  .wonders  on 
our  celestial  dbmstep? .M...  Page  18 


James  Reston.  former  columnist  ^ 
The  New  York  Tiniest  Kathfedt 
Harrison,  actress  Josef  Hodin, 
art  historian - - - Pagc21 


Crown  copyri  ghtand  access  to  law 
restoration  damage  to  Vermeer; 
blow  to  UK  film  industry:  prison 
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Changes  to  chart  below  from  noon:  low  B  will  move  northeast,  fiflfn 
will  drift  south  and  fill;  a  new  high  will  develop  over  Britain  during 
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BTs  works  council  blow  to  social  chapter  opt-out 


By  Our  Industrial  Editor 

BRITISH  TELECOM  will  today 
announce  the  formation  of  a  Euro¬ 
pean  works  council  covering  all  the 
company’s  UK  and  continental  em¬ 
ployees  in  a  move  which  deals  a 
blow  to  the  Government’s  opt-out 
from  the  ELI  social  chapter. 

BTs  move  makes  it  the  largest 
company  in  Britain  to  introduce 
European-style  information  and 
consultation  arrangements  for  its 
employees,  and  will  provide  a  signi¬ 
ficant  boost  to  the  adoption  by  UK 
companies  of  European  works 


councils-  (EWCs)  in  spite  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  social  chapter  opt-out. 

Senior  BT  managers  will  today 
tell  the  135,000  employees  by  mean's 
of  briefing  meetings,  letters  and  c- 
mail  of  its  decision  to  set  up  an 
EWC,  to  be  called  the  BT  European 
consultative  council,  after  long 
negotiations  with  the  unions. 

Ministers  will  be  angered  by  BTs 
move,  in  which  Sir  tain  Vallancc, 
the  company’s  chairman,  has  been 
closely  involved.  Publicly,  ministers 
claim  the  social  chapter  opt-out 
from  the  Maastricht  treaty  allows 
companies  to  reach  voluntarily  em¬ 


ployee  consultation  arrangements 
to  suit  their  own  circumstances. 

But  privately,  many  are  irritated 
at  the  growing  number  of  UK 
companies  that  arc  introducing 
EWCs.  They  believe  the  growing 
take-up  in  Britain  is  undermining 
the  opt-out.  and  providing  support 
for  the  European  Commission's  in¬ 
sistence  that  the  UK  should  aban¬ 
don  the  opi-out  in  next  summer’s 
post-Maastricht  in ter-govem mental 
conference. 

After  BTs  deal  with  the  Labour 
party  on  the  information  superhigh¬ 
way.  which  infuriated  the  Govern¬ 


ment  because  of  its  implicit  assump¬ 
tion  that  Labour  will  win  the  next 
general  election,  ministers  are  likely 
to  be  particularly  concerned  by  the 
company's  EWC  deal  —  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  by  the  prominence  it  gives  to 
BTs  trade  unions. 

Though  the  EU  directive  requir¬ 
ing  transnational  companies  to  set 
up  EWCs  does  not  directly  impact 
on  UK  companies,  BT  will  insist 
today  that  despite  its  borderline 
eligibility  under  the  directive,  the 
company  has  a  commitment  to.  and 
a  tradition  of,  informing  and  con¬ 
sulting  its  employees,  and  so  an 


EWC  is  appropriate.  BT.  which  says 
the  council  will  not  replace  existing 
negotiating  machinery  within  the 
company,  will  say  today  its  move 
places  the  company  at  the  forefront 
of  establishing  voluntary  informa¬ 
tion  and  consultation  arrangements 
provided  For  within  the  Ell's  EWC 
directive. 

BTs  new  council  is  thought  to  be 
the  largest  arrangement  yet  reached 
by  a  UK  company  with  unions. 
Other  companies  that  have  already 
established  EWC  arrangements  in¬ 
clude  Coats  Viyella,  Pilkingtons, 
United  Biscuits,  GKN  and  ICI. 


Under  the  terms  of  BTs  EWC 
agreement  with  its  unions.  Sir  Iain 
will  himself  chair  meetings  of  the 
consultative  council  —  the  first  set 
to  take  place  early  next  summer. 

Some  unions  have  been  suspi¬ 
cious  of  EWCs  because  they  believe 
them  likely  to  concentrate  on  small- 
scale  issues,  but  BTs  new  council 
will  examine  issues  central  to  its 
business,  including  the  perfor¬ 
mance  and  overall  strategy  of  BT  on 
jobs,  employment  plans,  and  the 
commercial  and  regulatory  environ¬ 
ments  affecting  its  Europe-wide  op¬ 
erations. 
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By  Christine  Buckley 


ELECTRICITY  companies 
were  yesterday  forced  to  offer 
financial  incentives  to  indus¬ 
trial  customers  not  to  take 
power  as  the  price  surged  to 
record  highs. 

Norweb,  which  serves  the 
North  West  was  offering  busi¬ 
nesses  an  incentive  of  £5,000 
in  the  form  of  rebates  not  to 
take  electricity  in  the  peak 
hours. 

Other  privatised  regional 
electricity  companies  were  of¬ 
fering  similar  enticements  in 
an  effort  to  contain  the  finan¬ 
cial  damage  caused  by  the 
surge,  which  has  seen  the 
wholesale  electricity  prices 
rocket  to  £1,108  per  megawatt 
hour. 

The  cold  snap,  a  temporary 
shutdown  of  more  than  one- 
quarter  of  nudear  output  and 
the  loss  of  supplies  from 
France,  are  blamed  for  the 
spike  in  prices.  At  yesterday* 
level,  industrial  customers 
face  average  bills  of  around 
£3.500  an  hour. 

The  regional  electricity  com¬ 
panies,  which  distribute  elec¬ 
tricity  su  plied  through  the 
National  Grid,  face  significant 
losses  on  fixed  price  contracts 
which  oblige  them'  to  supply 
power  at  vastly  lower  prices. 
Customers  on  fixed  price  con¬ 
tracts  are  estimated  to  pay  just 
£350  an  hour  for  their 
electricity. 

John  Caley,  Norweb’s  elec¬ 
tricity  pricing  manager,  said: 
"We  contacted  several  of  our 
industrial  customers  who 
were-  capable  of  switching  off 
power  and  offered  them  a 
rebate. 

The  saving  we  would  make 
by  not  supplying  power  at 
peak  prices  on  a  medium-sized 
business  would  be  about 
£10.000  so  we  offered  to  split 
the  difference."  : 

Yorkshire  Electricity,  which 
operates  in  a  similarly  indus¬ 
trial  area,  offered  similar  in¬ 
ducements  in  an  effort  to  stem 
losses. 

A  spokeswoman  said:  “We 
have  spoken  to  customers  and 
offered  rewards  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  electricity  they 
take.”  Yorkshire  would  not 
disclose  the  level  of  incentives. 
Neither  would  Southern  Elec¬ 
tric  which  said:  “We  have 
rung  several  of  our  larger 
customers  because  of  the  high¬ 


er  pool  price  and  offered 
rebates.” 

Yesterday's  manoeuvres 
raise  the  prospect  of  electricity 
companies  being  forced  to 
make  provisions  against  fixed 
price  contracts,  putting  pres¬ 
sure  on  their  ability  to  main¬ 
tain  strict  rantrols  on  the  price 
of  electricity  for  private  resi¬ 
dential  customers. 

Last  week,  Hanson  revealed 
that  it  was  making  provisions 
of  £129  million  against  the 
value  of  long-term  gas  and 
electricity  contracts  entered 
into  by  Eastern  Group,  the 
regional  electricity  company  it 
bought  recently. 

The  provisions  relate  to  the 
controversial  gas  take-or-pay 
contracts  and  longterm  deals 
over  the  provision  of 
electricity. 

The  price  hike  has  fuelled 
criticism  of  the  system  of 
electricity  pool  fairing,  die 
mechanism  which  rets  the  cost 
of  power  at  half-hourly 
intervals. 

large  users  of  electricity 
said  they  were  outraged  at  the 
pool  pricing  hike.  The  Chemi-  i 
cal  Industries  Association 
said:  “We  are  extremely  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  foe  way  the  pool 
is  operating.  We  have  already 
met  with  Stephen  littlechiki 
[the  electricity  regulator]  and 
will  seek  further  meetings.” 

Don  McGarrigle.  an  inde¬ 
pendent  energy  advisor  work¬ 
ing  with  Castle  Cement,  said: 
“It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  the 
price  has  got  to  this  level  We 
are  used  to  spikey  pool  prices 
in  the  winter  but  this  is  totally 
unacceptable.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  seriously  wrong  with  the 


Andrew  Bainbridge,  of  the 
Major  Energy  Users  Council, 
said:  “This  is  a  serious  situa¬ 
tion.  I  can't  think  of  another 
product  where  the  price  fluctu¬ 
ates  so  much." 

i  The  practice  was  believed  to 
have  spread  across  all  region¬ 
al  electricity  companies  serv¬ 
ing  industrial  areas.  British 
Steel,  which  has  fixed  price 
contracts,  said  it  had  been 
asked  to  reduce  its  consump¬ 
tion  while  other  manufactur¬ 
ers  such  as  cement  producers 
were  also  targeted  by  the 
electricity  suppliers. _ 

Pep  plan,  page 


Colin  Smith,  chief  operating  officer,  Sam  Jonah  and  Mark  Keadey,  chief  financial  officer 

Aag^dbwes  I  Big  Six  legal  shelter 
for  ciuff  may  surface  offshore 

ASHANTI  Goldfields,  the  By  Jon  Ashworth  and  Michael  Horsnell 

goldmine  group,  has  made  an 

£80  nullkm  agreed  takeover  PRICE  Waterhouse  is  set  to  stve  law  suits,  and  adoptini 
bid  for  Ciuff  Resources,  which  unveil  a  solution  to  the  in  cor-  limited  liability  status  wouii 
has  mines  in  Tanzania.  Ziro-  poration  debate  that  will  be  ring-fence  partners  from  thi 
babwe  and  Ghana  (Sarah  “innovative  and  a  little  unex-  threat  of  personal  loss.  1 
Cunningham  writes).  ported”.  An  announcement  would  not  prevent  firms  as  ; 

Ashanti,  41  per  cent  owned  will  be  made  an  Monday.  whole  from  being  sued, 
by  Lonrfto  and  29  per  cent  by  The  move  accompanies  Partners  in  the  former  BEX 
the  Ghana  Government,  yes-  growing  speculation  that  an  Binder  HamJyn  face  persona 
terday  made  a  recommended  offshore  financial  centre,  ei-  losses  of  £225.000  each  in  thi 
onc-for-12  share  offer  for  ther  the  Channel  Islands,  or  wake  of  Wednesday's  HigI 
Guff,  with  a  I05p  a  share  cash  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  preparing  Court  ruling.  The  firm  L 
alternative.  legislation  that  will  allow  confident  itwillwin  on  a ppeai 

It  has  bought  26.6  per  cent  firms  to  become  limited  liabfl-  Lord  Lane  of  Horsell.  senioi 
of  Guff  from  Hutchison  ity  partnerships.  partner  of  Binder  Hamlyn  fo 

Whampoa  and  a  22  per  cent  The  move,  which  follows  the  13  years  until  his  retirement  ir 
from  Guff  directors.  Sam  record  £105  million  award  1992,  raid  yesterday  at  his 
Jonah.  Ashanti  chief  execu-  against  Binder  Hamlyn  in  the  home  tn  Woking:  “I  have  nc 
live,  said:  “Ciuff  adds  to  our  High  Court,  would  provide  idea  if  I  am  liable.  I  haw 
reserves,  has  an  interesting  UK  accountants  with  the  ideal  absolutely  no  comment  U 
portfolio  in  Tanzania  and  a  solution  to  their  problems,  make." 
well-built  base  in  Zimbabwe.”  The  Big  Six  firms  are  highly 
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PRICE  Waterhouse  is  set  to 
unveil  a  solution  to  the  incor¬ 
poration  debate  that  wifi  be 
“innovative  and  a  little  unex¬ 
pected”.  An  announcement 
will  be  made  art  Monday. 

The  move  accompanies 
growing  speculation  that  an 
offshore  financial  centre,  ei¬ 
ther  the  Channel  Islands,  or 
the  Isle  of  Man,  is  preparing 
legislation  that  will  allow 
firms  to  become  limited  liabil¬ 
ity  partnerships. 

The  move,  which  follows  the 
record  £105  million  award 
against  Binder  Hamlyn  in  the 
High  Court,  would  provide 
UK  accountants  with  the  ideal 
solution  to  their  problems. 
The  Big  Six  firms  are  highly 
exposed  to  the  threat  of  mas¬ 


sive  law  suits,  and  adopting 
limited  liability  status  would 
ring-fence  partners  from  the 
threat  of  personal  loss.  It 
would  not  prevent  firms  as  a 
whole  from  being  sued. 

Partners  in  the  former  BEX) 
Binder  Hamlyn  face  personal 
losses  of  £225.000  each  in  the 
wake  of  Wednesday's  High 
Court  ruling.  The  firm  is 
confident  itvwJI  win  on  appeal. 

Lord  Lane  of  Horsell.  senior 
partner  of  Binder  Hamlyn  for 
13  years  until  his  retirement  in 
1992,  said  yesterday  at  his 
home  in  Woking:  “I  have  no 
idea  if  I  am  liable.  1  have 
absolutely  no  comment  to 
make.” 

Running  for  cover,  page  27 


High  street  shop  tills  are  starting  to  jingle 


By  Phtup  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

HIGH  STREET  sales  are  surging 
ahead,  according  to  new  figures  yester¬ 
day  from  the  Confederation  of  British 
Industry  —  and  sales  are  exported  to 
strengthen  in  the  run-up  to  Christmas. 

Though  foe  CBrs  figures  have  been 
out  of  line  with  official  sales  data 
recently,  tire  improvement  in  sates 
volumes  shown  in  the  confederation's 
latest  distributive  trades  survey  is 
expected  by  tfre  Cfty  to  be  reflected  in 
an  increase  in  high  street  sales  when 
the  Government  publishes  its  .  own 
retail  sales  figures  next  week. ' 

Retail  sales  volumes  rose  last  month 


by  the  largest  amount  since  April,  the 
CBI  said.  Its  survey  of 15,000  outlets  in 
retailing,  wholesaling  and  the  motor 
trades  showed  that  foe  balance  of  high 
street,  companies  reporting  higher 
sales  volumes  —  those  recording  an 

increase  set  against  those  registering  a 

Ml  —  increased  from  16  to  23  per  cent 

Retailers  expect  foe  increase  to 
continue  in  December  in  the  crucial 
period  before  Christmas,  with  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  28  per  cent  of  those  surveyed 
forecasting  rising  sales  this  month. 

Though  high  street  stores  still  regard 
sal.es  as  bdow  average  for  the  time  of 
year,  CBI.arratysis  saw  the  underlying 
trend  in  sales  remained  upward.  Most 
retailing  sectors  raw  some  growth  in 
4 


sales  compared  with  a  year  ago,  with 
the  largest  increases  indicated  by 
booksellers  and  stationers,  and  grocers 
and  clothing  retailers.  Only  specialist 
food  retailers  reported  lower  sales. 

CBI  leaders  urged  caution  over  the 
figures  since  high  street  trade  has  been 
uneven  since  the  start  of  the  year,  but 
welcomed  the  increase  in  retail  sales. 
Alastair  Eperon,  chairman  of  the  CBI’s 
distributive  trades  panel,  said  the 
"genuine  signs  of  a  turnaround  in 
readers’  femmes"  was  encouraging. 
The  edging  up  of  retailers’  prices  was 
“not  surprising",  given  the  squeezing 
of  margins  over  the  past  few  years. 

Shop  prices  raw  the  biggest  increase 
since  May  1993.  but  foe  CBI  stud  that 
4 


intense  competition  an  the  high  street 
should  limit  the  extent  of  price  rises 
being  passed  on  to  customers.  Even 
with  this  the  warning  note  about 
inflation,  the  confederation  repealed  its 
post-Budget  call  for  a  half-point  cut  in 
interest  rates. 

Gty  analysts  suggested  that  the 
CBI*s  figures  could  preface  a  small  rise 
in  official  retail  sales  data  next  week. 

Looking  across  the  three  sectors,  the 
balance  of  companies  reporting  an 
increase  in  sales  fell  back  from  24  to  21 
per  cent.  Though  wholesalers' volumes 
rose,  foe  increase  was  the  smallest 
since  February  1993  and  motor  traders 
reported  the  third  successive  monthly 
fail  in  annual  sales. 
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Family  votes  for 
Littlewoods 
to  stay  private 


3-mtfi  Interbank. 
Lifle  long  gilt 
future  (Dec) . 


PM  (6,s»%) 
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By  Sarah  Bagnajll 


THE  32  family  owners  of  foe 
Littlewoods  empire  yesterday 
overwhelmingly  voted  to  keep 
the  pools  and  mail  order  retail 
group  private.  A  majority  of 
shareholders  voted  to  reject 
unsolicited  approaches  from 
two  rival  bidders  that  valued 
the  group  at  £1.1  billion. 

However,  the  decision  by 
foe  wealthy  Moores  family 
does  not  rule  out  a  sale  or  a 
partial  sale  of  Britain's  biggest 
private  company  in  foe  future. 
A  vast  majority  of  foe  family 
backed  the  beard  and  Lady 
Grantchester,  the  matriarch  of 
the  group  and  daughter  of  foe 
late  Sir  John  Moores,  the 
company's  founder. 

But  the  vote  exposed  the 
deep  rift  that  still  exists  be¬ 
tween  foe  varying  family  fac¬ 
tions  oyer  the  long-term 
ownership  of  foe  retail  group. 
Family  members  representing 
20  per  cent  of  the  company’s 
equity  opposed  the  board, 
voting  instead  to  put  the  *r  -»up 
up  for  sale.  They  are  btr^viii 
to  be  Peter  Moores,  Sir  John's 
son.  and  his  two  children 
Donatella  and  Alexis. 

About  16  family  members, 
including  Janatha  Stubbs.  Sir 
John’s  other  daughter,  who 
flew  in  from  Malta  where  she 
runs  an  hotel,  attended  the 
two-hour  extraordinary  meet¬ 


ing  at  littlewoods  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Uverpool.  Many  of  the 
family  brought  their  financial 
advisers,  who  together  with 
trustees  and  the  board  swelled 
foe  ranks  of  those  present  at 
the  meeting  to  about  50. 

Leonard  van  Geest,  chair¬ 
man  of  Littlewoods.  said:  The 
shareholders  can  now  take 
their  time  to  review  what  they 
wish  to  do  without  other 
pressures  around."  He  said 
nearly  80  per  cent  of  votes  cast 
backed  foe  board's  recommen¬ 
dation  that  foe  company 
should  not  provide  any  infor¬ 
mation  to  a  El.l  billion  consor¬ 
tium  bid  led  by  Barry  Dale, 
foe  former  chief  executive  who 
was  fired  in  March. 

A  separate  resolution  put 
forward  last  week  by  peter 
Moores  was  rejected  by  a 
similar  proportion  of  votes. 
This  was  that  the  company 
should  prepare  a  sales  memo¬ 
randum  and  consider  in  detail 
all  potential  bids  for  parts  or 
all  of  the  company.  This  rules 
out  a  £1.1  billion  rival  ap¬ 
proach  made  to  the  board  last 
week  by  N  Brown  and  Ice¬ 
land.  The  spokesman  for  the 
consortium  said  it  was  consid¬ 
ering  its  options. 

Pennington,  page  25 
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Grid  shares 

Shareholders  in  regional 
electricity  companies  face 
paying  income  tax  on  the 
shares  they  will  receive  in  foe 
National  Grid  Company. 
Shares  in  the  Grid  are  due  to 
start  trading  on  Monday. 
Page  24 

GEC  advances 

GEC.  the  defence  and 
electronics  giant,  raised  pre¬ 
tax  profits  6.3  per  cent  to  £402 
million  in  its  latest  half  year 
of  trading.  The  group, 
however,  said  it  had  made  no 
further  progress  over  the 
succession  of  foe  managing 
director'sjob. 
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Pep  plan 
to  avoid 
National 
Grid  tax 

By  Caroline  Mekrell 

INVESTORS  with  shares 
in  the  regional  electricity 
companies  have  until  the 
end  of  today  to  put  their 
holdings  in  a  personal 
equity  plan  (Pep)  to  escape 
paying  income  tax  on 
shares  in  the  National 
Grid  which  is  expected  to 
start  trading  on  Monday. 

The  National  Grid  is  in 
the  process  of  being 
demerged  from  the  12  re¬ 
gional  electricity  com¬ 
panies.  Investors  who 
bought  shares  in  the  Rees 
are  being  automatically  is¬ 
sued  with  National  Grid 
shares. 

Unfortunately,  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  these  shares 
brings  with  it  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  Lax  liability.  The  shares 
are  to  be  treated  as  income 
for  tax  purposes,  which 
means  that  higher  rate  tax 
payers  face  paying  extra 
tax  —  equivalent  to  60 
pence  per  share,  if  240p  is 
assumed  as  the  price  of 
National  Grid  shares. 

Stockbrokers  advise 
putting  the  shares  into  a 
Pep  to  avoid  the  rax. 


Francis  Mackay,  left,  and  Roger  Matthews,  Compass  finance  director,  were  bullish  about  prospects  next  year 


Commission  rates  dispute 
hits  Thomson  and  Cook 


By  Marianne  CUrphey 
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A  DISPUTE  over  commission 
rates  between  Thomson,  the 
UK's  largest  tour  operator, 
and  Thomas  Cook,  the  travel 
agent,  could  cause  both  com¬ 
panies  heavy  losses  over  the 
peak  Christmas  booking  sea¬ 
son,  industry  sources  said. 

With  the  year's  most  impor¬ 
tant  selling  period  only  weeks 
away  and  the  industry  still 
smarting  from  one  of  the  hard¬ 
est  summers  on  record,  both 
want  to  resolve  the  dispute. 

Thomson  switched  off 


Thomas  Cook's  access  to  its 
computer  reservations  system 
a  week  ago  after  discovering  a 
Cook’s  internal  memo  urging 
staff  to  offer  alternative  ac¬ 
commodation  to  customers  re¬ 
quiring  a  Thomson  "exclus¬ 
ive”  property.  Staff  were 
encouraged  to  sell  alternative 
tour  operators’  accommoda¬ 
tion  because  they-  offered  more 
favourable  commission  rates. 

Thomson  holidays  account 
for  IS  per  cent  of  Thomas  Cook 
business,  and  a  Thomson 


spokeswoman  said  yesterday: 
“1  would  have  thought  they 
could  not  afford  to  lose  that 
busines,  but  by  actively  dis¬ 
criminating  against  us  and 
switch  selling  customers  who 
wanted  to  book  a  Thomson 
holiday  they  have  broken  their 
contractual  agreement" 

An  analyst  said  yesterday 
the  row  began  in  January 
when  Thomas  Cook  began 
todiscriminate  against  Thom¬ 
son  by  offering  5  per  cent 
discounts  on  its  holidays,  com- 


Safe  place  sought  for  ITN  shares 


By  Alexandra  Frean 

MEDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

CARLTON  Communications 
and  Granada  Group  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  set  up  an  "arm's  length" 
joint  venture  company  to  hold 
their  "excess"  shares  in  ITN. 
The  two  broadcasters  each 


hold  36  per  cent  of  ITN.  but 
under  the  1990  Broadcasting 
Act  must  cut  their  individual 
holdings  to  20  per  cent  The 
deadline  for  a  sale  was  origi¬ 
nally  31  December  1994.  but 
was  extended  by  12  months. 

As  this  deadline  looms,  Carl¬ 
ton.  acting  with  Granada,  is  un¬ 


derstood  to  have  proposed  to 
the  Independent  Television 
Commission  that  each  put  its 
excess  16  per  cent  of  ITN 
shares  into  a  deadlocked  joint 
venture  company.  They  would 
not  be  able  to  vote  on  those 
shares,  bur  need  not  sell  them 
cheap  to  meet  the  deadline. 


pared  with  up  to  15  per  cent  off 
those  of  other  operators. 

“The  combination  of  low 
commission  and  discounting 
meant  some  travel  agents 
were  being  asked  to  sell  Thom¬ 
son  holidays  at  a  loss.”  he 
said.  “Things  have  notv  come 
to  a  head  but  both  Thomas 
Cook  and  Thomson  will  suffer 
if  they  do  not  resolve  the  issue 
by  Christinas.  It  is  unthink¬ 
able  that  two  of  the  UK’s  larg¬ 
est  travel-related  companies 
might  be  refusing  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  each  other  during 
the  busiest  time  of  the  year." 

Though  Thomas  Cook,  cur¬ 
rently  the  UK’s  third  largest 
travel  agent,  had  apologised, 
the  row  has  continued.  Cook 
said  yesterday  it  wanted  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  but  would  not  be  “bul¬ 
lied"  by  Thomson. "We  are 
consulting  our  solicitors.  We 
are  willing  to  meet  Thomson 
but  will  not  do  so  until  they 
allow  us  access  to  their  compu¬ 
ter  reservations  system." 


Compass 

Group 

points 

ahead 

By  Aiasdair  Murray 

SHARES  in  Compass  Group, 
the  catering  and  healthcare 
company,  rose  4*2 p  to  450*2  p 
yesterday  as  it  reported  a  31 
per  cent  jump  in  full-year 
profits  to  £73  million. 

Turnover  rose  64  per  cent 
from  £91S  million  to  £L5  bil¬ 
lion,  reflecting  a  250  per  cent 
increase  in  contributions  from 
North  America  after  the  £300 
million  acquisition  of  Canteen 
last  year.  There  were  also 
continued  strong  performances 
in  the  UK  and  Scandinavia. 

Compass,  of  which  Francis 
Mackay  is  chief  executive,  said 
that  the  purchase  of  Eurest  for 
£590  million  in  September 
would  add  considerably  to  the 
group's  strength  in  Europe 
next  year. 

The  dividend  increased  13 
per  cent  to  7.6p.  In  the  UK 
catering  division,  profits  rose 
13.5  per  cent  to  £352  million, 
helped  by  a  4.4  per  cent 
increase  in  margins  to  7.1  per 
cent.  In  Europe,  profits  im¬ 
proved  21 3  per  cent  to  £13.1 
million,  although  margins 
slipped  back  slightly  from  5-5 
per  cent  to  52  per  cent 

In  America,  like-for-like 
profits  increased  232  per  cent 
to  £27.1  million  and  margins 
rose  from  33  per  cent  to  3.9 
per  cent.  Compass  has  recent¬ 
ly  won  a  £175  million  contract 
to  supply  food  to  IBM,  the 
computer  company. 

Profits  in  the  healthcare 
division  rose  8  per  cent  to  £15-8 
million.  The  company  said 
that  negotiations  were  in 
progress  for  the  disposal  of  the 
healthcare  interests  for  an 
estimated  £200  million. 

Compass  was  bullish  about 
its  prospects  next  year  and 
said  it  would  continue  its 
international  expansion,  the 
acquisition  of  Eurest  giving 
the  company  a  presence  in  19 
European  countries  and  eight 
others  worldwide. 

The  company  will  also  con¬ 
tinue  to  push  high-margin 
branding  franchises  such  as 
Burger  King.  Pizza  Hut  and 
Taco  Bell.  The  dividend  will 
be  paid  on  March  25. 
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VauxhaU  workers 
to  take  pay  action 

VAUXHALLwill  lose  more  than  E3.6  million  worth  of  produc¬ 
tion  today  when  employees  end  work  two  hours  early  as  part  of 
action  over  a  pay  dispute.  The  action  will  cost  VauxhaU 
production  of  140  Vectras  at  its  Luton  factory  and  a  similar 
number  of  Astra  models  at  Ellesmere  Port  The  9,000 produc¬ 
tion  workers  are  also  banning  overtime  after  rejecting  a  pay 
offer  of  35  per  cent  plus  the  rate  of  inflation  in  a  year's  time. 

Talks  aimed  at  settling  the  dispute  were  adjourned  last 
night  and  will  resume  next  week.  The  company  did  not- 
increase  its  pay  offer  nor  accept  a  demand  for  a  two-hour  cut 
in  the  39-hour  wee  LA  new  offer  o  f  E500  per  worker  instead  of 
a  subsidised  car  scheme  for  employees  with  ten  years’  service 
was  dismissed  by  Tony  Woodley,  the  Transport  and  General 
Workers  Union  national  secretary  for  the  motor  industry.  _ 

Call  for  docks  talks 

BILL  MORRIS,  general  secretary,  of  the  Transport  and 
General  Workers  Union,  is  to  seek  talks  with  a  docks 
company  which  sacked  300  workers  for  refusing  to  cross  a 
picket  Ime.  Mr  Morris  called  on  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Company  to  agree  to  negotiations  to  resolve  the 
two-month  dispute  before  “irreparable  harm”  was  done  to 
the  Port  of  Liverpool.  The  union  agreed  steps  to  relieve  the 
hardship  to  families  of  the  sacked  dockers,  who  refused  to 
cross  pickets  at  another  company  in  a  separate  dispute. 

Taylor  Woodrow  deal 

TAYLOR  WOODROW,  the  construction  group,  has  won  a. 
£45  million  design-and-build  contract  for  a  new  main  stand 
at  Deify  County  Football  Club,  the  second  phase  of  a  plan  to 
provide  an  all-seater  stadium  for  26,000  at  the  Baseball 
Ground.  Taylor  Woodrow  has  already  converted  the  lower 
Toyota  stand  terracing  to  seating.  The  new  7, 000-sea  ter  stand 
will  house  players'  facilities,  offices,  a  shop,  executive  boxes,  a 
restaurant  and  directors’  facilities.  Work  starts  in  February 
and  should  be  completed  early  next  season. 

BT  appoints  Stentor 

BRITISH  TELECOM  and  MCE  America’s  second  largest 
long-distance  phone  company,  have  appointed  Stentor,  the 
alliance  of  Canadian  telecoms  companies,  as  sales  agent  for 
their  Concert  services  in  Canada.  Concert,  launched  by  BT 
and  MCI  in  1984.  offers  global  networks  services,  such  as 
data  transmission,  to  multinational  corporations  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  AT&T’s  World  Partners  portfolio.  MCI.  which  is  20 
per  cent  owned  by  BT.  is  in  charge  of  marketing  Concert  in 
North  America  white  BT  sells  it  in  Europe  and  Asia. 

Victrex  looks  for  £52m 

V1CTREX,  the  specialist  plastics  group  formed  after  a 
management  buyout  from  IQ  in  September  1993.  will  be 
capitalised  at  about  £125  million  when  it  is  floated  later  this 
month.  The  company,  which  makes  a  high  performance 
thermoplastic,  is  hoping  to  raise  about  £52  million  through  a 
placing  and  intermediaries  offer.  The  prospectus  sets  out  an 
offer  range  of  between  155p  and  170p  per  ordinary  share. 
Victrex  expects  to  receive  net  proceeds  of  £11.1  million. 
Dealings  are  expected  to  begin  on  December  21. 
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□  THE  Moores  dynasty  that 
controls  Littlewoods,  the  UK’s 
largest  private  company,  may  be 
divided,  but  it  is  not  daft  In 
keeping  with  the  family’s  pas¬ 
sion  tor  secrecy,  littlewoods’ 
books  have  long  been  kept 
dosed,  particularly  from  the  eyes 
of  potential  predators.  The  fam¬ 
ily  holds  sway  over  the  bodes, 
but  not  over  the  tongues  of 
executives  who  beat  regular  re¬ 
treats,  by  choice  or  otherwise, 
from  the  house  that  the  late  Sir 
John  built.  Those  no  more  with 
the  Moores  tell  seductive  tales  of 
rich  pickings  in  the  shape  of 
underutilised  assets. 

Barry  Dale,  Littlewoods  for¬ 
mer  chief  executive  who  was 
fired  under  mysterious  circum¬ 
stances  last  March,  took  but  a 
matter  of  months  to  convince  a 
host  of  City  institutions  that 
littlewoods  is  an  exciting  enough 
play  to  warrant  a  sighting  shot  of 
more  than  El  billion,  subject  to 
due  diligence.  The  likes  of  Elec¬ 
tro,  Legal  &  General,  the  Pruden¬ 
tial  and  Candover  Investments 
couldn't  wait  to  take  a  peek  at 
littlewoods'  numbers.  Banks  ea¬ 
ger  to  oil  the  wheels  induded 
Chemical.  Deutsche,  Fuji  and 
NationsBank.  Mini  merchant 
bank,  Dawnay  Day,  represented 
this  band  of  venture  capitalists 
which,  optiimsticly.  dubbed 


□  The  Moores  family  fights  on  □  Wrong  kind  of  privatisation  □  Japan’s  imported  stagnation 

Littlewoods  gets  it  right 


themselves  Bidco.  If  prudent 
institutions  were  prepared  to 
sink  such  sums  into  the  pools, 
mail  order  and  retail  chain 
conglomerate,  that  was  gold 
enough  for  N  Brown,  Sir  David 
Alliance's  mail  order  enterprise. 
With  a  nudge  from  Charter- 
house  Bank,  of  Woolworth  re¬ 
vamp  fame,  an  alliance  was 
struck  with  Iceland,  which,  by 
way  of  insider  credentials,  op¬ 
erates  food  halls  in  about  40  of 
Littlewoods  128  stores.  Sir  David 
tentatively  proffered  £650  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  pools  and  mail  order 
operations,  while  Iceland  wanted 
to  chip  in  £450  million  for  the 
retail  portfolio. 

Younger  members  of  the 
Moores  family  may  yearn  to 
cash  in  their  chips,  but  yes¬ 
terday’s  80  per  cent  vote  in 
favour  of  dosing  the  doors  an 
both  unsolicited  bids  indicates 
that  much  of  Sir  John's  wisdom 
has  been  passed  down.  If  City 
institutions  and  entrepreneurs 
are  willing  to  toss  more  than  £1 
billion  on  the  table  based  on  a 
less  than  complete  knowledge  of 


Littlewoods*  books,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  condude  that  tile 
intent  is  to  snap  up  the  Moores' 
birthrights  on  me  cheap. 

Michael  Gatenby.  ironically  a 
former  denizen  of  Charterhouse, 
has  advised  the  family  well. 
There  never  was  any  reason  for 
the  Moores  to  act  in  haste.  A 
review  of  the  family's  options, 
ind uding  a  partial  flotation,  is 
now  the  order  of  the  day. 
Institutions  were  naive  to  imag¬ 
ine  that  a  bid  from  Mr  Dale, 
currently  suing  for  wrongful 
dismissal,  would  find  favour. 

Season’s  greetings 
on  the  railways 

D  DOWN  on  the  rails,  Britain’s 
train  services  have  already 
glided  effortlessly  from  seasonal 
track  malfunction  through  sea¬ 
sonal  equipment  failure  to  sea¬ 
sonal  passenger  irascibility.  In 
the  High  Court,  arguments  are 
bring  rehearsed  for  what  may 
become  the  big  excuse  of  the  next 
decade:  are  our  railways  suffer- 


PENNINGTON 


loing 
1.  Me 


ing  from  the  wrung  kind  of 
privatisation? 

Mr  Justice  Macpherson  will 
deride  today  whether  Roger 
Salmon,  the  rail  franchising 
director,  has  interpreted  his  brief 
reasonably.  Meanwhile,  prelimi¬ 
nary  bids  for  the  second  batch  of 
big  franchises,  including  the 
crack  East  Coast  Main  Line  and 
potentially  lucrative  Gatwick  Ex¬ 
press.  must  be  on  Mr  Salmon’s 
desk  today.  The  train  is  behind 
schedule  nit  the  race  is  still  on  to 
start  the  majority  of  services  on 
the  way  to  privatisation  by  the 
Spring. 

In  this  process,  Mr  Salmon 
cannot  win.  No-one  will  be  able 


to. 

job  well  for  years  ahead.  Mean¬ 
while,  he  can  be  blamed  for  a 
wide  variety  of  ills  ranging  from 
dodgy  connections  to  last  week’s 
bonng  Budget 

Cuts  in  the  road  programme 
did  not  translate  into  tax  goodies 
in  part  because  rail  subsidies 
will  rise.  Mr  Salmon  needs  the 
extra  subsidy  to  entice  franchi¬ 
sees  to  take  on  all  the  routes  and 
pay  a  privatised  Rail  track  for  the 
privilege  of  running  them.  Of¬ 
ficially,  total  subsidy  is  not  fixed 
in  advance.  But  the  pressure  is 
on  to  minimise  ft. 

There’s  the  rub.  The  structure 
of  costs  and  risks  has  changed  so 
much  that  no-one  knows  how 
much  subsidy  each  route  needs. 
So  Mr  Salman  depends  on  com¬ 
peting  bids  to  deliver  a  reason¬ 
able  answer.  To  stimulate 
competition,  he  wants  to  allow 
the  most  flexibility  that  ministers 
and  the  public  will  bear. 

Once  bidders  are  in,  he  can 
then  weigh  quality  against  sub¬ 
sidy.  If  qualifying  bids  demand¬ 
ing  tiie  lowest  subsidy  always 


win.  however,  travellers  could  in 
for  more  hassle,  in  terms  both  of 
service  levels  and  the  inevitable 
drive  to  cut  costs.  Train  drivers 
and  guards  will  riot  take  lying 
down  tiie  sort  of  hefty  cuts  in  real 
wages  suffered  by  bus  drivers 
since  privatisation. 

Cursed  by 
deregulation 

□  DO-GOODERS  are  still  in¬ 
tent  on  wrecking  the  Japanese 
economy.  The  OECD  now  ex¬ 
pects  that  after  four  years  of 
continuous  stagnation,  Japan 
will  not  even  manage  2  per  cent 
growth  next  year.  Topically,  it 
recommends  more  structural 
change,  more  deregulation, 
more  efforts  to  curb  bureaucratic 
influence  over  companies. 

The  annual  OECD  report  an 
Japan  tut-tuts  over  the  family- 
centred  distribution  system.  In 
this  high  turnover,  space-saving 
system,  “the  number  of  stores 
per  inhabitant  was  27  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  weighted 


average  for  the  remainder  of  the 
OECD  area".  Disgraceful. 

Japanese  policymakers  ought 
to  make  the  link  soon.  The 
deregulation  America  has  forced 
on  Japan  has  halved  the  poten¬ 
tial  growth  rate.  Fran  making 
the  yen  international  to  axe  ing 
green  belts,  employees  and  small 
shops,  this  process  undermines 
tiie  quality  that  built  modem 
Japan:  an  ability  to  combine 
stability  with  rapid  change. 

Ever  greater  uncertainty  has 
sapped  confidence,  consumer 
spending,  corporate  investment 
and  bank  lending.  Money  piles 
up  on  parasitic  Anglo-Saxon 
lines.  The  damage  cannot  be 
reversed,  but  Japan  should  bet¬ 
ter  promote  a  welfare  stale  and 
inflation  than  follow  the  OECD’s 
suicide  instructions. 

Golden  days 

□  ASHANTI’S  successful  pur¬ 
suit  of  the  company  assembled 
from  scratch  by  African  mining 
buffAlgy  Cluff  wfl]  go  a  long  way 
to  convert  Ashanti  from  a  hugely 
rich  mine  into  a  potentially 
powerful  mining  house  with  a 
strategic  base  in  Zimbabwe.  It 
should  also  be  the  trigger  for  the 
split  of  Lonrho’s  mining  and 
trading  interests.  Dieter  Bock 
and  Ashanti  never  really  fitted. 


GEC  rises  to 
challenge 
of  tough 
markets 


Unigate  raises  £299m  from  first  sale  of  Nutriria  stake 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

UNIGATE  has  sold  most  of  its  29  per 
cent  stake  in  Nutriria,  the  Dutch 
specialised  food  and  baby  milk 
company,  raising  £299  million. 

Unigate  expects  to  sell  tiie  rest  of  its 
holding  in  Nutriria.  equal  to  about 
2.9  per  cent  of  the  Dutch  firm,  within 
the  next  few  weeks,  bringing  in  a 
further  £33  million. 


The  sale  was  achieved  through  the 
disposal  of  6.209  million  depositary 
receipts  in  Nutriria  at  120  Dutch 
guilders  each.  The  remainder  of  its 
stake  will  be  sold  through  an  over- 
allotment  option,  excerti sable  until 
January  II,  of  689,919  depositary 
receipts. 

Unigate  said  that  its  offer  had  met 
with  “favourable"  responses  from 
international  institutional  investors 


and  institutional  and  retail  investors 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  it  was 
“confident"  of  placing  the  remaining 
receipts.  Nutriria  agreed  to  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  the  conversion  of  its  shares 
into  fisted  Nutriria  depositary  re¬ 
ceipts.  The  Dutch  company  was 
carried  in  the  Unigate  group's  con¬ 
solidated  balance  sheet  at  £79.1 
mfifion. 

Unigate,  which  made  an  after-tax 


profit  of  £46.6  million  last  year, 
announced  its  plans  to  sell  tiie 
Nutriria  holding  last  month,  saying 
that  it  wanted  to  concentrate  on 
activities  over  which  it  had  direct 
control-  The  proceedings  from  tiie 
sale  should  finance  “additional  in¬ 
vestment  opportunities  with  poten¬ 
tially  greater  rewards  for  share¬ 
holders".  the  company  said. 

The  British  company  has  owned  a 


significant  stake  in  Nutriria  since 
1981  when  it  sold  Cow  &  Gate  to  it 
and  received  company  shares  in 
return.  Unigate  increased  the  hold¬ 
ing  during  tiie  1980s  to  reach  a  high 
point  of  32  per  cent 
In  October.  Nutriria  completed  the 
purchase  of  Milupa,  the  German 
baby  food  and  milk  company,  dilut¬ 
ing  Uni gate^s  holding  in  tiie  process 
to  29.1  percent. 


By  Christine  Buckley 


GEC,  the  defence  and  elec¬ 
tronics  giant,  has  combated 
difficult  markets  with  in¬ 
creased  strength  after  the  pur¬ 
chase  earlier  this  year  of 
VSEL.  the  Trident  submarine 
maker  and  naval  shipyard, 
and  taking  a  half  share  in 
2J  Ferranti  Thomson  Sonar 
Systems. 

The  group,  which  yesterday 
said  that  there  had  been  no 
further  progress  in  the  contro¬ 
versial  succession  procedure 
for  managing  director,  over 
which  one  director  has  re¬ 
signed,  reported  a  22  per  cent 
rise  in  the  value,  of  its  defence 
and  electronic  systems  orders. 
It  had  orders  worth  £6.09  bil¬ 
lion  at  September  30.  That  con¬ 
tribution  took  the  order  book 
for  the  whole  group,  which 
indudes  telecoms  interests, 
power  systems,  general  elec¬ 
tronics  and  other  products,  to 
£13.7  billion,  which  is  a  record 
for  the  company,  said  Lord 
Weinstock.  managing  director. 

Exports  in  the  defence  and 
electronic  systems  division  far 
the  six  months  to  September 
30  amounted  to  £334  million. 


However,  profits  from  defence 
and  electronics  nudged  up 
only  £1  million,  to  £80  million, 
after  being  constrained  by 
development  costs  on  several 
contracts. 

GEC.  which  is  locked  m 
dispute  with  National  Power 
over  equipment  it  supplied  for 
power  plant,  reported  sales  in 
power  systems  slightly  up.  at 
£1.74  billion,  from  £1.65  billion 
in  the  same  period  of  the 
previous  year.  However,  it 
said  that  the  order  booked  had 
dipped  slightly,  to  £6-2  billion. 
Competition  also  clipped  mar¬ 
gins  in  the  power  division, 
which  operates  as  GEC- 
Alsthom,  a  joint  company  with 
Alcatel-Alsthom.  of  France. 

The  group  is  focusing  much 
of  its  efforts  on  overseas  sales, 
which  already  account  for  70 
per  cent  of  its  business.  In 
power  systems,  it  sees  great  pot¬ 
ential  in  developing  countries. 

Such  an  international  drive 
has  also  fuelled  growth  far 
GPT,  its  telecoms  joint  venture 
with  Siemens,  the  German 
industrial  giant 

The  purchase  of  VSEL,  of 
Barrow,  is  additional  to  GECS 
Scottish  shipyard  interests  of 
Yarrow.  GEC  naval  shipbuild¬ 
ing  received  a  boost  from 
Brunei,  which  has  ordered 
three  offshore  patrol  boats. 

With  the  VSEL  purchase 
and  the  stake  in  Ferranti 
Thomson,  GEC  spent  £740 
million  on  acquisitions  in  the 
half  year.  It  made  £83  million 
from  selling  small  businesses. 

Overall.  GEC  raised  pre-tax 
profits  63  per  cent,  to  £402 
mfllion.  The  interim  dividend, 
due  on  March  29.  rises  by  5 
per  cent,  to  3.1p. 


Weinstock:  record  orders 


Tempos,  page  26 


Westbiuy 
homes  in 
on  a  deal 

Bv  Martin  Barrow 

WESTBURY,  the  house¬ 
builder,  has  agreed  to  buy 
Clarke  Homes  from  BICC  for 
£60.7  million,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday. 

In  addition.  Westbiuy  has 
agreed  to  pay  BICC  an  addi¬ 
tional  £200,000  for  every  per¬ 
centage  point  that  the  Halifax 
AH  Houses  Buyers  Index  in¬ 
creases  over  4  per  cent  in  any 
of  the  three  years  from  Janu¬ 
ary  1. 1996. 

The  acquisition  will  be  part¬ 
ly  financed  through  a  ane-for- 
tiiree  rights  issue  at  150p  per 
share  to  raise .(322  million. 
Clarke  has  2328  plots  of  land 
with  planning  consent  most 
falling  within  Westburys  exist¬ 
ing  operating  territory.  It  has 
incurred  operating  losses  m 
each  of  the  three  years  up  to 
December  31,  *994,  but 

Westbury  said  .  the  purchase 
would  enhance  its  earnings  per 
share  in  the  first  full  year. 

Westbury.  expects  to  make 
an  exceptional  reorganisation 
charge  of  about  £1-7  million  m 
foe  current  financial  year  re¬ 
lated  to  the  acquisition. 

Westbury  shares  feU 
I76p  yesterday.  BICC  dosed 
2p  lower  at  Z78p- 


Countiy 
Casuals 
bid  fails 

By  Our  Cmr  Staff 

COUNTRY  Casuals  Hold¬ 
ings.  tiie  ladies’  fashion  retail¬ 
er,  has  thwarted  a  £263 
milium  takeover  bid  by  Ciro 
Holdings,  an  investment  vehi¬ 
cle  headed  by  John  Shannon, 
a  fanner  chairman  of  Country 
Casuals. 

Giro  disclosed  yesterday 
that  its  bid,  which  was. worth 
I40p  a  share  in  cash,  attracted 
acceptances  in  respect  of  just 
35  per  cent  of  County  Casuals. 

This  induded  Mr  Shan¬ 
non’s  own  holding  of  3.6 
million  shares,  1SLS  per  cent 
and  PDFM’s  2.6  million 
shares,  which  werecomnutted 
at  the  outset  of  the  bid  in 
October. 

The  news  delighted  tiie 
board  of  Country  Casuals  but 
was  a  blow  for  Mr  Shannon. 

who  had  expressed  confidence 
the  offer  would  succeed. 

Mr  Shannon  said:  “1  am 
very  disappointed  to  at  a  num¬ 
ber  of  larger  institutional 
shareholders  did  not  see  fit  to 
accept  what  I  beHeve  was  an 
offer  which  fully  valued  Coun¬ 
try  Casuals  as  it  stands"  . 

Shares  in  Country  Casuals 
were  unchanged  yesterday  at 
137.5p.  - 


GUS 
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UNAUDITED  RESULTS  FOR  THE 
SIX  MONTHS  ENDED  30  SEPTEMBER  1 995 

HIGHLIGHTS - 


•  FRS  5  GROUP  RESULTS 

-  PRE-TAX  OPERATING  PROFIT 
EXCLUDING  INTEREST 

-  EXTERNAL  INTEREST  RECEIVABLE 

-  TOTAL  PRE-TAX  OPERATING  PROFIT 
INCLUDING  INTEREST 


£M 

1912(4* 2%) 

2SLQ[+5A%) 


•  EARNINGS  PER  SHARE  FROM  OPERATING  PROFIT 
AFTER  TAX  INCREASED  BY  8.6%  TO  12.7P 

(1994 11.7P)  AND  FROM  TOTAL  PROFIT  BY  54% 
TO  15.7P  (1994 14JJPJ. 

•  INTERIM  DIVIDEND  PER  SHARE  5P  (1994  4£P). 


FRS  5  MERCHANDISE,  RELATED  INCOME  AND 
BUSINESS  INFORMATION  SERVICES  TURNOVB1 
£1,203M  (1994  E1.151.7M).  FINANCE  DIVISION 
CONSUMER  AND  CORPORATE  ADVANCES 
E351.4M  (1994  E373.1M). 


If  1  UNAUDITED  CONSOLIDATED  PROCTT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT 

n 

r  1  FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS  BIDED  30  SB’TBMBER  1895 

Sa  months  ended 

Ybbt  ended 

33-095 

3095# 

31255 

(UnuucBted) 

fUraudttxO 

MucSted) 

Cm 

On 

Em 

TtenoveraxcImingVAr 

1.20&0 

1.151.7 

2264.1 

Cast  of  setae 

659.5 

6322 

1,480.4 

(fresa  profit 

5435 

5195 

12037 

Operattog  costs 

(383  fl) 

(3722) 

(7992 

Group  property  rents!  facoma  (not) 

335 

312 

65.1 

Operating  profit 

1932 

1735 

4895 

Nat  external  interest  receivahto 

436 

433 

912 

Profit  from  tfDcSng 

2370) 

2245 

5605 

Add:  Profit  on  rate  of  fixed  naentT 

05 

25 

15 

Tbtel  prodt  before  taxation 

2375 

79*  a 

5625 

Taxation  -  UK 

62.4 

61-4 

146-4 

•  Overseas 

175 

139 

453 

805 

772 

191.7 

Profit  lor  the  period 
attributable  to  orvflrary 
ahsnhoktara 

1575 

1495 

371.1 

IntartmtennuBl  tfivldenda  an 
enfirary  shares 

503 

452 

1508 

Retained  profit 

1072 

1042 

2202 

Special  efividend  paid  -  3Qp  per 
share  (no!} 

301.7 

18 1.4) 

Earning*  per  share 

15.7p 

145p 

365p 

HecMtanunl  AMends  per  share 

5.0p 

45p 

155p 

Tbtal  dMdends  paid  and  proposed 

E505m 

C453T1 

E4523m 

tNTBRM  OMiBtD 

|  The  interim  dividend  wfl  be  paid  on  29  March  1996  toahamnoktersonths 

|  |  ]  register  at  the  close  of  business  on  20  Febnwry  1996. 

’ 

{  |  (  UNAUDfTH)  CONSOUDArB)  BALANCE  SHEET  AT  30  SEPTEMBER  IMS 

30595 

30954 

31255 

VnajdbocD 

Uxuritecg 

Atarfted 

Err) 

On 

Dn 

Ftaed  Moots 

Ttangfeie  assets 

Freehold  and  tang  leasehold 

properties 

15665 

15339 

15305 

Short  taajehoB  properties 

295 

234 

292 

Plant,  vehicles  and  equipment 

1175 

1025 

1165 

12125 

1.1552 

1,1752 

Investments  (tactodtag  share  of 

retained  orefits  of  ytsry-faftfa 
exxtipentesEWm:  31^95  21  An} 

92 

1533 

95 

12215 

1223.6 

1,1842 

Ctsrara  Assets 

Stocks 

Bettors  (attar  provision  tar  unearned 

3831 

3336 

2645 

finance  charge  El  65m; 

31.3J55  £146m) 

-  rfoe  wthin  one  yaer 

1,4415 

12292 

12562 

-  due  in  mare  than  one  year 

teas 

634.1 

6633 

Gfihedged  securities  and  other 

fisted  investments 

T4.1 

1372 

1552 

Bank  deposBs  -  - 

15565 

1564.1 

7239 

34839 

34936 

32932 

Cradboot  -  fafltag  due  wkhta  one  year 

0837 

7537 

672.1 

Net  currant  assets 

25002 

27445 

3721/4 

total  asset*  leas  ramt  faURtae 

45225 

45635 

39062 

Cradtaars -amorrts  fatitag  due  alter 
more  than  one  year 

Prreifatonr  tor  deferred  sod  <*faer 

136 

121 

132 

USfatandetatgM 

1349 

128.1 

1142 

Aocnata  end  (reflection  costs 

222.7 

207.6 

2331 

Mtarty  UmiIb 

- 

.1 

- 

35905 

37205 

32405 

Capital  Bid  Rasenma 

Cafied  up  share  espial 

251.4 

251 .4 

2514 

RsvBhmtion  reserve 

7S25 

7637 

7542 

Profit  and  loss  account 

25436 

27052 

35347 

Eratity  ahereholdaror  flmds  (see  note 

&6505 

37205 

35406 

Equity  shanhofdare1  foods  per  share 

E270 

ItoWTtecgnptetaChtferaayalwiehoItter^  funds  a  SfltorrbB  1994  and 

frfareh  1995  ratisets  the  payment  ol  s  special  (Svfctand  of  £301^m 

0Opper  shoe  frsS- 

The  fofl  accounts  fcr  the  year  ended  31  Math  1995  received  an  unqusffied  audt 
report  and  were  fled  with  the  Registrar  of  Companies.  The  totertn  accounts  are 

tvaudted  find  aa  rat  requted  to  be  submtoad. 

I  His  Agues  at  30  Saptaober  1994  are  {assented  on  a  eortpacabb  basis  and  hara 
|  been  amended  to  reflect  tire  accounthg  petidas  detalod  in  the  futi  accoutis  tar  tee 

{  year  ended  31  March  1995. 

1 
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UNAUDITED  ABBREVIATE)  CASH  FLOW  SIXTEMBfT 
FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS  ENDS 30  SEPTEMBBt 1995 


Stc  months  ended 


Year ended 


Net  dA  Bam  front  operating  activities 

Servictog  af  finance  -  share  capital 
Annual  dvidends  peid 


UK  corporation  la*  paid 
Advance  corporation  tax  paid  on 
epedal  dnddend 
Oversees  tax  paid 

Tax  paid 

bNMftig  activities  {Operetta*} 
Tangible Itxed assets  -purchases 


Principe!  payments  under  capital 
leaacs 

Underlying  trodbifl  coeti  floor 


,  <(RwW 

Not  saies/tpuchases)  of  git  adgod 
aaaxMes  and  inveeJrnants 

Reduction  In  Iwldtagsof 
Carttfcatas  of  deposit 


Openbig  cash  ftatar  exchange  rate 
Closing  cash 


30555 

Em 

3GL&W 

Em 

31255 

On 

2135 

171.7 

409.4 

- 

- 

(7352) 

(  131) 

(  238) 

(148.4) 

(  753) 

(  144) 

(  144) 

(  455) 

(I®.® 

(382) 

( 1942) 

(  649 
72 

1  37.0 
..  95 

(  83 6) 
192 

(57.1) 

<  272) 

<  644) 

(  25) 

(  30 

(  7.4) 

631 

1037 

72 

- 

- 

(301.7) 

1412 

1912 

324.1 

1305 

1675 

930 

2713 

359.4 

417.1 

3275 

4831 

1239 

728A 

6025 

6065 

15563 

1364.1 

7239 

UNAUHTB)  MOVEMBfT  M  EQUITY  SHARStOlUBtS’  RMDS 


Six  months  ended 


Year  ended 


Proa  tar  the  period 
attributes  to  arJkury 
shareholders 


Dhflderafc-taterim 

FUN 


Special  supplementary  efivtdand 
Currency  translation 


net 

Revekoton  at  properties 

Opening  equity  shareholders'  hards 
Ctostag  equity  shareholders'  hards 


30555 

(Unvoted) 

Em 

30954 

(btasudflte 

On 

31255 

(***> *9 

Em 

1572 

1492 

371.1 
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TRADING  REVEW 

The  Group's  five  major  tradng  tfrvtatons,  detailed  above,  produced  an  FRS  5  pro- tax 
tracing  profit  of  £237 Dm  ft  994  £224_8m)  consisting  at  operating  profit  D  93.2m  (1994 
Ci78_5m)  and  Interest  receivable  £43801  (1994  £402rn).  Lower  Interest  receivable 
reflects  the  payment  in  March  1S9S  of  a  specie!  dividend  of  £301 .7m  pQp  per  share 
(ne$  and  the  cash  flow  effects  of  the  related  advance  corporation  tax. 

The  Group  had  a  positive  underlying  cash  tan  from  tratfing  actMfte  and  maintained  a 
virtually  ungeared  balance  sheet.  As  hitherto  no  amount  has  been  induded  In  the 
balance  sheet  for  the  tatang&ia  worth  of  valuable  tradng  tames  and  fists  of  cataiogua 
agentB  and  customers. 

HOMESHOPPING 

The  dMsion  continued  to  experience  votatflo  tradtog  concBttone  as  demand  remained 
affected  by  a  cautious  and  sefoefive  customer  approach  with  the  prolonged  period  at 
hot  weather  a  factor  in  reduced  UK  catalogue  ottering.  Operating  profits  were  affected 
also  by  inflationary  cost  pressures  for  paper  end  print  The  dvfsianfe  ContsrentSl 
European  companies  showed  b  modest  growth  in  auerefl  sates  end  operating  profit  In 
toed  currency  terms  reflecting  in  part  the  ongoing  benefit  bom  co-ordination  wftfi  UK 
catalogue  corryantes. 

Agency  strength  was  maintained  at  appraxtontety  last  yoor^  level  with  further  marketing 
Mtiatives  tawiched  to  promote  rflrect  arias  In  the  UK.  New  Msracttve  methods  of 
shopping  rea  being  mortitonad  and  tasted. 

White  Arrow  dafivery  service  expanded  fls  thW  party  business  and  made  further 
investment  in  the  latest  rfistribution  technology  whist  other  component  ports  of  the 
dMrion  produced  a  smal  Increase  in  pre-tax  profit. 

BURBERRY  GROUP 

Burberry  Grom  produced  another  successte  set  of  resiAte  with  profits  ahead  in  aR 
sectors  frtdudbrg  an  encowaging  contribution  from  the  Products  and  Maredacturfng 
Division,  which  recorded  a  farther  hnprovement  in  productivity  totiowtng  raw 
Investment 

The  Sash  Watoe  factory;  making  the  test  growing  polo  shirt  range,  made  tether 
progress  and  the  Thomas  Bobwry  cntection  continued  Hs  expansion.  The  coflection  of 
golf  vrear  has  been  we>  received  and  tether  developments  are  in  hand  for  addfoonaf 
Ones.  Royalty  Income  advanced  farther  as  new  atyeesneros  were  signed  and  easting 
Scences  extended,  the  latter  inducting  the  Japanese  fiesnoe  which  now  covers 
adtfltional  Scotch  Houae  merehandtee  and  wffl  toctete  Thomas  Burberry  products  far 
AutunnAMrAar  1996.  The  ratal  dhtaton,  (ndudtag  Scotch  House,  haded  aucceasluly  to 
the  UK  and  the  USA  and  showed  some  modest  Improvement  to  Continental  Europe 
where  (Merit  tratfing  corsflltora  persisted.  Four  naw  stores  opaned  to  the  UK.  Inducing 
Heathrow  Tarminel  1  and  Gatwick,  three  In  the  USA,  inducting  Honolulu,  and  two 
franchise  outlets  in  Pais.  In  addition  there  is  a  graving  rxmber  of  franchtae  outtels  for 
Burbeny  products  to  the  Far  East  mainly  in  Japan  and  Korea. 

OVERSEAS  RETAILING 

The  Sorth  African  ratal  operation  continued  to  mate  good  progress  and  produced  ai 
encouraging  result  Seventeen  new  shops  wfl  open  this  year  as  the  company  pursues 
effective  mwteUng  pcflcaas  for  both  metchantfise  and  financial  eervtaBS. 

The  Canarian  company  continued  to  experience  dWfiait  baring  condMona  and  further 
contracted  Its  activities.  More  resources  ware  provided  for  Superior  Acceptance 
CuporaBun  the  profitable  consumer  franco  business. 

CONSUMER  AND  CORPORATE  HNANCE.  BANKMG, 

BUSINESS  WFOBMXnOM  SBTVICgS  ANP  PROPERTY  RBfPlLS 
General  Guamtee  Corporation  achieved  an  lnoease  In  tratfing  profit  doing  a  period  in 
wWch  consumer  and  corporate  advances  mainly  for  vehicles  were  somewhat  lower 
reflecting  both  last  year*  strong  demand  and  the  widely  reported  reduction  in  non-fleet 
car  registrations.  Caflecttora  were  ahead  of  the  previous  year  as  existing  customers 

repaid  debt,  a  reflection  of  cortroBad  ieoftig  pofides  aid  spread  of  reoshnbles.  both 
tey  performance  foctore  to  tits  finance  industry.  Bad  debt  and  operating  expenses  were 
closely  monitored.  The  Group's  retoeurence  and  bankfag  activities  trade  satisfactory 
progress.  Stqierior  Acceptance  Corporation,  the  Canadian  ftoancs  company,  oontinued 
to  expand  adding  6  naw  offices  to  Its  branch  network  of  S3. 

CCN  business  services  cortanuad  to  make  satisfactory  progress  with  improved  proto 
being  achieved  to  the  UK  and  overseas  folowfrig  further  growth  In  the  safe  of  products 
tinted  lb  an  expanded  European  business  database  and  Crarit  Cant  systems.  Further 
Investment  has  been  undertaken  In  ati  areas  of  activity. 

Fteperty  rental  tocoma,  todudtog  acquMttora.  showed  an  tocraara  tor  the  Ml  year.  The 
porttofio  constate  ot  1  j066  properties,  of  wHch  839  ae  freehold  and  106  tong  tarashoid, 
8096  occupied  by  the  retell  trade  Including  3  shopptog  centres  comprising  T73  units. 
Occupancy  level  rematoe  high  at  90596. 

SUMMARY  • 

Tha  moral  half  year  rax*  again  emphasises  the  vriue  of  the  Group's  patiey  af  ratted 
clveraiflcatton  tovestment  In  the  latest  technology  to  toptM  productivity  aid  reduce 
overhead,  with  a  tagstted  approach  to  marohandtaa  and  marketing. 

Ttedtog  conations  remote  HgMy  competitive  as  reported  at  the  Annual  Ganerri  Meeting 
an  28  Octobw  1995.  In  a  vofatito  market  wkh  a  welcome  tow  level  of  inflation  the 
chatianges  ahead  should  not  be  irodarestimaMd. 

BOARD  PROPOSALS  FOR  1990 

Lord  VVWteon  of  Marytabone  wtt  be  69  next  year  and  anxdtoft  has  torficatedhte 
desire  to  tate  EEs  more  easily  and  retee  from  the  Board  to  the  sumtnsr  of  1996.  Ha  wra 

appefrted  a  Dkactor  to  1952.  a  Managing  Erector  between  1963  nd  1981  aid 
Chairmen  since  that  ttate,  a  total  of  soma  44  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  and 
Chatoran  of  Burbartys  tarn  1978. 

The  Ofrectore  express  their  appradaSon  for  hla  outstantting  conbfeutfan  to  tire  progress 
and  dovetopmant  of  the  Gmp  over  this  tong  period.  wMch  has  seen  the  Company^ 
market  vafcjs.  earnings  and  dMdends  par  share,  cash  flow  and  net  asset  value  grow 
subtfartfkdy.  wtih  no  cafi  on  shareholders  far  tundtog.  FoBowtog  Lnd  Vtalfaon's 
ratten-ient  they  have  unanimously  invited  him  to  become  Honorary  President  end  retain 
the  benefit  of  hfa  bistoesa  experience  to  assessing  overafl  trends  in  the  market 
economy,  reused  technotogfcai  progress  and  property 

Lord  WtoNson  intends  to  devote  more  time  to  the  ongoing  Health.  Education  and  Arts 
pruynsisrws  cflheVlfaMBon  Foundation  asteMshsd  in  1955  of  which  hs  was  a  founder 
tnratra  with  hfa  parents  Sr  Isaac  and  Lady  Wolfeon  and  ainoa  1971  Chairman,  as  of  the 
Fanny  Charitable  Tost. 

Tha  Bead  has  farted  Lord  VtaBaon  at  Sufatogdato  to  succeed  as  Chairman  by 
September  1996  prta-  to  which  he  wffl  become  a  non-executive  Deptey  Chatoran  fton 
1  Apri  1996.  He  joined  the  Company  to  I960,  W8S  dppoHad  a  Dlractar  to  1973 
Chatman  of  the  Home  Shopptog  Division  to  that  yaac  In  1 976  he  retfrad  from  the  Boad 

to  became  Secretary  to  tha  Shadow  Cabinet  and  subsequently  Chief  of  Stafl  to  Mm 

Magaret'nMEher’s  once  uitti  1985.  n  1990  ha  was  appointed  Chairman  of  Nm  pfc, 
mjotohg  the  Board  x*  this  Company  in  1893  as  8  non-ameutin  Director  on  tha 
recommendation  of  the  CtBfcman. 

The  Board  has  approved  ataowWiaBact  from  1Aprfl1996  the  appototmentradtectaa 
irf  fifr  A  J  Smart  (Managing  Dtoctor  Overages  Betai  Division}  and  Mr  p  l  Weigh 
(Managfrig  Director  Consumer  and  Corporate  Finance  DivSion},  at  present  Associate 
Directere. 
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Prices  dip  as  hopes  of 
early  rate  cut  recede 


MAJOR  INDICT 


New  York  (midday): 

DawJOtWS _ 5168-06  (-31.07! 

SAP  Composite _ _ 617X7  (-3.11) 

Tokyo: 

Nttiri  Avenge _ W4UL3Z 

Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng - 9863.98  (-34-91! 

Amsterdam: 

EOE  tnuex _  47703  (-4.95) 


SHARES  in  London  slipped 
after  a  CBJ  survey  pointed  to 
the  possibility  of  a  retail 
upturn  in  the  new  year,  thus 
dampening  hopes  of  a  near- 
term  interest  rate  cul  An  early 
sell-off  in  New  York  added  to 
the  sense  of  gloom. 

Interest  rate  cut  hopes  were 
further  subdued  by  Eddie 
George,  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  who  dropped 
hints  at  a  Treasury  Select 
Committee  that  he  does  not 
want  to  take  risks  with  infla¬ 
tion  and  is  against  a  rate  cut  in 
the  short  term. 

Few  investors  appeared 
willing  to  take  fresh  positions 
and  the  FT-SE  100  index 
ended  near  its  lows,  dosing 
down  233  points  to  3.639.5. 
Losses  were  limited  for  sec¬ 
ond-liners.  with  the  FT-SE  250 
slipping  six  points  to  3,953.9. 
Volume  was  751  million 
shares. 

GEC,  the  electronics  to  de¬ 
fence  conglomerate,  was  the 
largest  company  reporting 
yesterday,  with  first-half  prof¬ 
its  of  £*102  million  f  £37S  mil¬ 
lion)  and  an  interim  dividend 
of  3.1p  (2.95p)  in  line  with  City 
expectations.  The  shares  ad¬ 
vanced  to  3l4p.  on 

volume  of  122  million,  as  Lord 
Prior,  chairman,  pointed  to 
buoyant  trading  conditions, 
both  now  and  in  the  future, 
and  said  the  recent  takeover  of 
VS  EL,  the  Cumbrian  Trident 
submarine  producer,  was  al¬ 
ready  paying  off  with  substan¬ 
tial  new  orders  rolling  in. 

Great  Universal  Stores,  the 
home  shopping  to  Burberry 
group,  pleased  investors  with 
a  better-than-expected  ad¬ 
vance  in  first  half  pre-tax 
profits  to  £237 .5  million 
(£226.8  million)  and  improved 
interim  dividend  of  5p  (4.5p). 

News  that  Lord  Wolfion  of 
Sunningdale.  the  chairman  of 
Next,  is  to  take  up  executive 
chairmanship  from  Lord 
Wolfson  of  Maiylebone.  his 
cousin,  next  September  helped 
GUS  shares  to  add  I8p  to 
632p,  on  volume  of  eight 
million  shares.  Analysts 
hoped  that  the  move  may 
speed  up  the  process  of  un¬ 
locking  shareholder  value. 

Hopes  of  stronger  manage¬ 
ment  links  with  GUS  helped 
Next  to  add  5p  to  449p- 

There  were  gains  for  most  of 
the  new  FT-SE  J00  constitu¬ 
ents.  Argos  added  lOp  to  571p, 
Foreign  &  Colonial  Invest¬ 
ment  Trust  2p  to  tol^p  and 
Smiths  Industries  5p  to  618p. 
but  Pflkington  eased  2p  to 
191p  and  Barton  held  steady 
at  130p.  Among  those  losing 


LONDON 

COMMODITY  EXCHANGE 
COCOA 

Dec _ WWW  Mar  _ _ 1014-1013 

MU  — - 937-936  May -  1024-1023 

May - 957-956  Jul _ utuj 

Jill _  977-975  Sep - 

Sep - 1WW 

Dec - 1005-1004  volume:  1712 

ROBUSTA  COFFEE  (SI 

Jan -  2055-3150  Sep _  1731-1730 

Mil _  1885-1881  NOV -  J  705- 1 700 

May -  1801-1800  Jan _ 1690-1660 

JUl _  1760-1755  Volume:  5242 

WHITE  SUGAR  (FOB) 

Renters  Oct _ XBJ-aU 

Spot  3853  Dec _ 297.7-97-0 

Mar _  3523-522)  MU -  296.1-943 

May _ 3420-41 J  May _ 296+94.0 

Aug _ 331.7-312  Volume  1258 


MEAT  &  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Average  fajsiock  prices  u  representative 
markets  on  December  6 
(p/kghi)  Pig  Sheep  Curie 

CB: -  107,37  118.35  12131 

1  »H - +i68  -3.15  -0.73 

Eng/Wiles: - 107J7  119.78  12030 

(+M - *268  *4.97  -OJO 

ft) - +90  +23  J)  -60 

Scotland: - unq  113.94  12600 

t -  -2J9  -132 

flfc) -  *14.0  +1421 


GEC  rose  124  p  and  reported  new  orders  for  VSEL’s  yard 


their  top  100  status.  Arjo 
Wiggins  fell  74  p  to  1584  p.  De 
La  Rue  3p  to  6S2p  and 
Inchcape  lost  6p  to  211p. 

Reed  International  was 
another  casualty,  losing  46p  to 
999p  on  talk  of  a  Merrill 
Lynch  downgrade  on  Elsevier 
and  an  American  magazine 
report  suggesting  the  group 
may  suffer  competition  from 
the  Internet.  Elsewhere. 


proceeds,  which  could  eventu¬ 
ally  readh  £322  million,  on  a 
substantial  European 
acquisition. 

ClafT  Resources,  the  UK 
company  with  gold  mining 
interests  in  Africa,  added  12p 
to  I04p  after  Ashanti  Gold¬ 
fields,  the  London-based  Afri¬ 
can  mining  group,  emerged 
with  an  £80  million  agreed 
bid,  worth  105p  a  share. 


The  soon-to-be  floated  National  Grid,  the  power  transmission 
group  being  demerged  from  die  regional  electricity  companies, 
dipped  \p  to  208\p,  on  volume  of  6.73  million  in  the  grey 
market  The  shares  were  depressed  by  talk  that  Swiss  Bank  was 
a  seller  before  Monday’s  first  official  dealings. 


Uni  gate  dipped  2p  to  4I6p  on 
confirmation  that  the  dairy  to 
foods  group  had  sold  the  bulk 
of  its  29  per  cent  stake  in 
Nutricia.  the  Dutch  baby 
foods  firm,  for  £299  million. 
Some  6.21  million  shares  were 
sold  to  international  institu¬ 
tions  and  institutional  and 
retail  investors  in  The 
Netherlands  through  a  global 
offering.  Analysts  expect 
Unigate  to  employ  the  sale 


Investors  are  being  offered 
one  Ashanti  share  for  every  12 
Cl uff  shares,  with  a  full  cash 
alternative.  Ashanti  already 
awns  26.6  per  cent  of  its  target 
having  paid  Hutchinson 
Whampoa  £21  million  for  203 
million  Chiff  shares.  Ashanti 
also  speaks  for  another  2_2  per 
cent. 

British  Gas  lost  34  p  to 
229p.  on  heavy  volume  of  245 
million  shares  traded,  with  the 


CLUFF  RESOURCES: 
ASHANTI  GOLDFIELDS  EMERGES 
AS  BIDDER 
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stock  depressed  by  a  block 
of  ten  million  shares  at  228^  p, 
said  to  have  been  placed  by 
Merrill  Lynch. 

A  trading  update  from  Bine 
Circle  sparked  mixed  feelings, 
with  the  shares  falling  7p  to 
330p  as  the  group  warned  of 
hefty  restructuring  charges. 
Blue  Cirde  will  incur  a  £55 
million  exceptional  charge  for 
restructuring  of  its  UK  and 
European  heating  businesses 
and  an  £8  million  charge  for  a 
shake-up  of  its  UK  bathrooms 
operation.  The  costs  will  more 
than  offset  a  £55  million  credit 
on  July's  sale  of  its  landfill 
businesses. 

Elsewhere.  Westbnry 
slipped  6p  to  176p  as  the 
housebuilding  group  an¬ 
nounced  a  £32.2  million  cash 
call,  at  150p  a  share,  to  help  to 
fund  a  £60.7  million  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Clarke  Homes  from 
BICC,  2p  softer  at  Z78p.  . 

Rank  Organisation  lost  lOp 
to  415p.  depressed  by  Ameri¬ 
can  selling  and  reports  of 
reduce  advice  from  NatWest 
Securities,  while  Graham 
Group  fell  8p  to  l%p  on  talk  of 
sell  advice  from  Klein  wort 
Benson.  A  Kleinwort  buy  note 
helped  Provident  Financial  to 
add  8p  to  S25p. 

USM-quoted  Proteus  Inter¬ 
national  tumbled  23p  to  126p 
on  news  of  a  problem  in  the 
development  of  a  DNA-bind- 
ing  drug,  while  Wenstnn  lost 
lOp  to  I37p  after  the  clothing 
group  denied  that  it  was  in 
takeover  talks. 

Pet  City  made  a  sparkling 
debut  on  the  Alternative  In¬ 
vestment  Market  with  shares 
in  the  pet  superstore  group 
advancing  to  358p.  before  set¬ 
tling  at  350p,  giving  a  50p 
premium  over  the  300p  plac¬ 
ing  price.  Megalomedia, 
Maurice  Saatchi's  investment 
vehicle,  ended  20p  higher  at 
114p,  after  touching  127p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Bonds  on 
both  side  of  the  Atlantic  saw  a 
correction,  with  gilts  retreat¬ 
ing  after  profit-taking  and  the 
implication  on  domestic  inter¬ 
est  rates  of  the  CBCs  survey 
and  anti-rate  cut  noises  from 
Eddie  George. 

The  March  long  gilt  future 
fell  IS  ticks  to  EIlO'o/jz.  on 
volume  of  57,000  contracts. 
Among  conventional  stocks, 
shorter-dated  issues  slipped 
by  £'4,  while  losses  extended 
to  £\  among  longer-dated 
stocks,  index-linked  fell  £*2. 

□  NEW  YORK-  On  Wall 
Street,  investors  took  profits 
and  by  midday  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  was  31.07 
points  lower  at  5.168.06. 
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Change  in  the  Lords 


GOOD  business  acumen  runs  thick  in  the 
Wolfson  family  blood,  so  there  was  little 
complaint  yesterday  when  the  noble  loti  of 
Maiylebone  and  king  of  catalogues  stepped 
down  to  TTtnta*  way  for  the  younger  lord  of 
Sunningdale  and  chairman  of  Next . 

Change  is  not  a  word  normally  associated 
with  Great  Universal  Stores,  and  yesterday  it 
caused  a  frisson  of  excitement  pushing  the 
company's  share  price  up  41p  to  655p  at  one 
point  The  City  is  thick  with  talk  of  demergers, 
buy-backs  and  even  the  takeover  of  street- 
smart  Next  by  the  worthy  GUS. 

But  while  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
Great  Universal  will  change  its  style,  there  is 
less  hope  that  there  will  be  much  change  in 
substance.  The  big  gripe  against  GUS  has 
been  ns  reluctance  to  use  its  £1  billion  cash 
pile.  A  buy-back  or  another  special  dividend 


payout  seem  feasible,  but  Lard  Wolfson  -of 
Sunningdale  has  hardly  shown  himself  more 
willing  to  pursue  this  course  ai  Next,  with  its 
own  substantial  cash  pile,  than  the  departing 
chairinareThere'is  also  little  sense  in  merging 
foe  two  companies,  leaving  Great  Universal 
with  even  more  cash,  ahftmigh  there  may  be 
room  for  increased  co-operation  on  foe  mail- 


is  barely  more  than  the  share  price. 

Great  Universal1*  share  price  may  improve 
simply  because  the  new  chairman  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  more  investor-friendly  and  will  do  a 
better  job  in  explaining  foe  company's 
complex  interests.  But  style  aside,  expect 
Great  Universal  to  continue  on  its  predictable 
course  of  year-on-year  growth.  After  all,  foe 
new  chairman  is  still  Lord  Wolfson.  - 


GEC 

ANOTHER  dullish  perfor¬ 
mance  from  GEC  hides  foe 
potential  for  a  fascinating 
corporate  restructuring.  The 
company  was  silent  3/ester- 
day  on  foe  thorny  issue  of  foe 
management  succession,  but 
sooner  or  later  institutions 
will  demand  an  answer.  The 
appointment  of  an  outsider 
introduces  foe  possibility  of 
the  addition  of  a  new  growth 
business  to  GEC 
GEC  is  not  performing 
badly,  generating  good  mar¬ 
gins  from  mature  business¬ 
es.  It  is  also  looking  cheap. 
Strip  out  foe  interest  income 
and  foe  cash  from  its  market 
worth,  and  GEC  shares  are 
trading  at  less  than  12  times 
current-year  earnings.  More 
importantly,  GECs  £225  bil¬ 
lion  cash  board  makes  a  way 
useful  dowry  to  a  new  chid 
executive  which  could  be 
increased  further.  An  outsid- 


Blue  Cirde 

RATHER  than  pull  out  of 
home  products,  a  business 
that  has  caused  Blue  Circle 
some  degree  of  anguish,  foe 
cement  group  has  derided  to 
spend  more  money  on  it  A 
foil-scale  restructuring  of 
heating  products  in  the  UK. 
France  and  Germany  is  in 
train  and  it  will  cost  Blue 
Circle  about  £55  million, 
mainly  in  cash. 

The  company  is  being  coy 
about  specifics;  there  will  be 
lay-offs  in  the  high-cost  Ger¬ 
man  operations  and,  unlike 
the  UK.  where  redundant 
employees  are  owed  nothing 
but  their  notice,  workers  on 
the  Continent  must  be  con¬ 
sulted.  In  future,  a  large  part 
of  the  boiler  production  des¬ 
tined  for  the  German  market 
will  be  made  in  Britain,  while 
the  future  of  radiator  produc¬ 
tion  in  France  is  in  question. 

Restructuring  is  expected 
to  reduce  costs  by  £25  million 
in  a  year,  an  important 
saving  given  that  profits  fell 
to  just  £100.000  in  the  first 


er  will  not  be  wedded  to  the 
inheritance  and  may  con¬ 
template  the  sale  of  foe 
assorted  consumer  and  in¬ 
dustrial  businesses,  raising  a 
couple  of  billion  more.  Bor¬ 
rowings  could  provide 
GECs  new  boss  with  £7 
billion  to  invest  in  telecoms 
or  financial  services. 

A  logjam  in  foe  GEC 
boardroom  is  potentially 


more  interesting  as  it  could 
attract  a  bid.  General  Elec¬ 
tric  of  America  is  growing 
rapidly  in  Europe  ami  could 
conceivably  front  a  break-tip 
of  GEC  taking  power  sys¬ 
tems  for  itself  and  selling 
Marconi  to  British  Aero¬ 
space.  Siemens  would  doubt¬ 
less  be  interested  in  GPT. 
Whatever  die  outcome,  GEC 
is  a  share  to  bold.  - 
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half  from  £12  million  in  foe 
six  months  of  foe  previous 
year.  Blue  Circle  is  not  the 
first  British  company  to  no¬ 
tice  that  it  is  expensive  to 
make  things  in  Germany, 
but  it  has  been  slow  to  act  its 
attention  drawn  to  improv¬ 
ing  the  efficiency  in  its  core 
cement  business.  Volumes 
are  still  depressed  in  healing, 
with  the  UK  suffering  from 
low  housing  transactions, 
but  improved  operating  mar¬ 
gins  will  protect  Blue  Cirde 
from  further  price  pressure 
and  leave  the  business  nicety 
geared  for  an  upturn. 

Compass 

FRANCK  MACKAY.  chief 
executive  of  Compass,  the  ca¬ 
tering  and  healthcare  com¬ 
pany.  prides  himself  on 
possessing  a  dear  sense  of  di¬ 
rection.  Having  set  out  to 
build  a  global  catering  busi¬ 
ness,  yesterday's  results 
show  that  he  is  now  within 
reach  of  his  goal. 

Results  in  America  were 
particularly  impressive. 


where  profits  grew  by  more 
than  20  per  cent  on  a  llke-for- 
like  basis.  The  performance 
should  reassure  doubters; 
when  Compass  paid  £300 
million  last  year  for  Canteen, 
the  US  catering  company, 
some  in  the  City  became  wor¬ 
ried  about  a  company  getting 
too  big  for  its  boots.  There 
was  a  feeling  that  Compass 
had  stretched  itself  too  far. 
after  all  it  was  only  seven 
years  since  it  emerged  in  a 
£150  million  buyout  and  to¬ 
day  it  is  knocking  on  the  door 
of  the  FT-SE  100,  valued  at 
,£1.4  billion.  . 

Few  doubt  that  Eurest,  foe 
latest  buy,  will  also  prove  to 
be  a  success,  and  with  plenty 
of  room  to  improve  margins. 
Compass  looks  set  to  contin¬ 
ue  on  course.  The  high  expec¬ 
tations  have  already  been 
factored  into  the  shares 
which  sell  at  a  premium  of 
about  25  per  cent  Existing 
shareholders  should  hang 
on.  but  the  company  is  a  little 
too  pricey  for  new  buyers. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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Return  of  the 
wizard  of  Rom 

MICHAEL  MILKEN,  the 
convicted  junk  bond  wiz¬ 
ard,  is  back  —  as  a  wizard. 
He  is  featured  on  a  new 
CD-Rom  series  entitled 
Mike’s  Math  Adventures, 
designed  to  teach  children 
maths.  First  disc  Deci¬ 
mals  and  Dragons.  Milk¬ 
en's  voice  is  that  or  a  magi¬ 
cian  who  guides  children 
through  various  maths 
problems.  Although  the 
wizard  is  putting  up  some 
of  the  development  money 
himself,  the  series  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  7th  Level  Inc  the 
same  people  who  brought 
you  the  popular  game 
Monty  Python's  Complete 
Waste  of  Time.  Milken  is 
understood  to  have  taken 
an  interest  in  the  project 
after  doing  some  inner  city 
teaching  as  part  of  his 
compulsory  community 
service  after  his  conviction 
and  prison  sentence  for 
securities  fraud. 

Same  old  story 

SURPRISING  though  it 
may.  seem,  even  the  most 
sophisticated  financial 
movers  and  shakers  still 
fall  for  the  Nigerian  letters 
fraud.  The  Personal  In¬ 
vestment  Authority,  the 
watchdog  for  firms  selling 
direct  to  the  public,  is  now 
set  to  issue  a  special  warn¬ 
ing  to  its  members  after  it 
came  to  light  that  several 
had  actually  fallen  for  the 
old  trick.  The  Nigerian 
letters  always  have  die 
same  theme:  Dear  Sir  or 
Madam.  I  am  a  thief  who 
has  stolen  a  lot  of  money 
from  the  Government  and 
1  would  like  your  help  to 
get  ft  out  of  Nigeria.  On 
that  basis  you  had  better 
watch  out  from  whom  you 
buy  your  pension.  . 


In  touch 

PETER  RONEY.  47,  re¬ 
cently  appointed  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Save  and 
Prosper  Group,  has  a 
special  reason  for  being 
pleased  that  his  unit  trust 
company  is  sponsoring 
the  international  rugby 
matches  at  Twickenham. 
As  a  youngster,  he  played 
at  county  level  for  Derby¬ 
shire.  Formerly  the 
group’s  sales,  marketing, 
and  product-develop¬ 
ment  director,  Roney  is 
looking  forward  to  seeing 
the  next  match  at  Twick¬ 
enham  between  England 
and  Western  Samoa  on 
December  16. 

Extra  dry 

A  SOBERING  pre- 
Christmas  thought  for 
those  celebrating  with 
sherry.  The  wine  produc¬ 
ers  in  Jerez  will  in  the 
new  year  lower  the  alco¬ 
hol  content  of  their  dry 
sherry  orfino  because  of 
changes  in  taste  and  tax 
changes  in  the  drink’s 
main  export  markets.  The 
sweeter  sherries  such  as 
amontiUado  and  oloroso 
arc  not  affected. 

Serious  lunchers 

BOARDROOM  heads  are 
behind  this  week’s  open¬ 
ing  of  London’s  newest 
restaurant.  The  Avenue.  It 
has  no  fewer  than  74 
shareholders  including 
George  Bull  (Grand  Met¬ 
ropolitan),  Michael  Spec- 
pp>r  {chairman  of  lotcCap- 
Iian,  Alan  Eisner  (Salo¬ 
mon)  and  CbrisBodker 

(ex-Warburgs).  Described 


py  founder  Gary  Boom 
(ex-lnlerCapttal)  as  a  cross 
between  Le  £apnce  and 
Quaglinos.  The  Avenue 
’  -ns  the  largest  bar  in 
restaurant  in  London. 

i  so  many  City  back- 
ifs  likely  to  have  a 
_i  of  financial 
.haformation. 
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Worried  accountants  run 
for  cover  after  court  ruling 


Jon  Ashworth 

on  the  implications 
of  the  rising  legal 
threat  now  faced 
by  partnerships 

Few  accountants  will  have  slept 
easily  in  their  beds  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night  Earlier  in  ihe  day. 
up  to  150  partners  in  the  former 
BDO  Binder  Hamlyn  heard  the  un¬ 
pleasant  news  that  they  might  soon  be 
writing  out  a  cheque  for  £225,000  each. 
This,  in  a  profession  where  cheques 
customarily  flow  the  other  way,  was 
not  what  ihey  wamed  to  hear.  Defeat  in 
the  courts  might  not  necessarily  heap 
ruin  on  theft-  heads,  but  would  certain¬ 
ly  cause  them  to  think  twice  about  ihai 
trip  to  the  Caribbean. 

The  sheer  size  of  the  damages  award 
against  BDO  Binder  Hamlyn  —  the 
bill  could  top  £105  million  once  interest 
and  costs  are  included  —  serves  as  a 
reminder  to  one  and  all  of  the  huge  rise 
in  litigation  pending  against  profes¬ 
sional  firms  m  the  UK. 

The  collapse  of  ihe  Bank  of  Credit 
and  Commerce  International  (BCCO. 
and  subsequent  talk  of  claims  of  up  to 
$8  billion  against  Ernst  &  Young  and 
Price  Waterhouse,  made  accountants 
appear  more  vulnerable  than  they 
have  ever  been.  It  does  not  take  a 
mathematician  to  work  out  what  a 
successful  claim  cm  this  scale  would  do 
to  a  firm. 

A  sum  as  large  as  $8  billion  is  hard  to 
take  seriously.  Translate  this  into 
£225.000  in  your  bank  account,  how¬ 
ever,  and  it  suddenly  becomes  real 
money.  Partners  of  Binder  Hamlyn. 
past  and  present  suddenly  find  them¬ 
selves  in  the  shoes  of  so  many 
aggrieved  Lloyd's  of  London  names, 
forced  to  reach  deep  into  their  pockets 
to  fund  something  that  was  not  even 
their  fault  Such  are  the  perils  of  joint 
and  several  liability. 

Binder  Hamlyn  is  to  appeal  against 
the  High  Court  ruling  that  saw  £65 
million,  plus  oosts  and  interest  award¬ 
ed  to  ADT,  the  electronic  security 
company,  as  a  result  of  alleged 
negligence  in  work  carried  out  several 
years  ago.  The  firm  believes  its  chances 
of  success  are  high,  and  partners  may 
yet  win  the  reprieve  they  are  hoping 
for.  But  the  ADT  award  rams  the  point 
home:  partners  are  in  the  firing  line. 
And  never  has  the  case  for  incorpora¬ 
tion  —  the  ring-fencing  of  partners 
against  just  such  a  threat  —  appeared 
so  overwhelming. 

Developments  in  the  insurance  mar¬ 
ket  have  much  to  do  with  it  The  so- 
called  Big  Six  accountancy  firms  are 
now  so  large — and  hence  so  exposed  to 
potential  claims  —  that  obtaining 
sufficient  professional  indemnity  in¬ 
surance  has  become  all-but  impossible. 

BDO  Binder  Hamlyn.  ranked  eighth 
in  the  UK  until  the  main  chunk  merged 
with  Arthur  Andersen  in  September 
1094.  could  only  obtain  insurance  cover 
worth  £71  million.  The  ADT  judgment 
leaves  a  shortfall  of  about  £34  million 
—  the  amount  for  which  partners  will 
be  personally  liable  if  the  appeal  fails. 

The  Big  Six  have  to  pay  prohibitive 
rates  for  even  a  small  amount  of 
insurance  cover.  They  cannot  buy 
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sufficient  cover,  and  the  partners  are 
carrying  huge  deductibles,  quite  invol¬ 
untarily.  Capacity  in  the  insurance 
market  has  reduced  sharply  and  suits 
on  the  BCCI  scale  have  concentrated 
the  minds  of  underwriters. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  of  scares. 
In  1989,  Arthur  Young  paid  a  total  of 
£50  million)  in  separate  settlements  to 
the  Bank  of  England  and  Johnson 
Matthey  oyer  its  audit  of  Johnson 
Matthey  Bank,  Two  years  later. 
KPMG  agreed  to  pay  £40  million  to 
settle  a  lawsuit  arising  from  the 
discovery  of  a  massive  fraud  at 
International  Signals  following  its 


purchase  by  Ferranti  International,  the 
defence  contractor.  Arthur  Andersen 
was  sued  by  Bankers  Trust  for  £600 
million  over  its  role  as  adviser  to  the 
Magnet  management  buyout  The  firm 
denied  negligence.  The  case  was  settled 
out  of  court  last  year  for  a  sum  thought 
to  be  less  titan  E50  million. 

In  America,  the  wall  of  suits  against 
professional  firms  has  reached  titanic 
levels.  Some  $40  billion  in  writs  is 
floating  around,  and  the  major  firms, 
spending  up  to  10  per  cent  of  revenues  a 
year  defending  such  suits,  have  been 
quick  to  embrace  limited  liability 
status.  Since  the  autumn  of  1994.  they 


have  been  able  to  reregister  as  limited 
liability  partnerships,  mainly  (but  not 
exclusively)  in  the  state  of  Delaware. 

This,  die  so-called  Delaware  option, 
is  an  alternative  that  has  been  denied 
their  UK  counterparts  so  far.  It  protects 
partners'  personal  assets,  but  does  not 
prevent  die  firm  as  a  whole  from  being 
sued. 

President  Clinton  will  decide  within 
the  next  ten  days  whether  to  approve 
new  legislation  which  will  afford 
sweeping  protection  for  partners  in  US 
firms.  Under  proportionate  liability, 
they  will  only  beoome  liable  for  the 
relevant  percentage  of  their  role  on  a 
particular  assignment — say.  5  per  cent 
—  rather  than  having  to  take  on  100  per 
cent  as  in  the  case  of  the  Binder 
Hamlyn  partners. 

The  legislation  has  been  brought  in 
to  help  smaller,  higher  risk  companies, 
who  have  found  it  increasingly  difficult 
to  win  the  services  of  larger  US  firms. 
Faced  with  the  potential  for  huge  law 
suits,  the  Big  Six  in  America  hare  been 
reluctant  to  take  ah  such  clients. 

In  the  UK.  in  ihe  absence  of  such 
legislation,  firms  have  instead  spent  the 
best  part  of  two  years  studying  ways  of 
turning  themselves  into  limited  liability 
companies  —  incorporating  themselves, 
in  essence,  to  build  an  extra  barrier 
against  the  legal  tide.  As  in  America, 
such  a  move  does  not  prevent  individual 
partners  from  being  sued  for  negli¬ 
gence.  but  protects  partners  en  masse 
from  the  Binder  Hamlyn  scenario. 

Ail  this  is  far  easier  said  than 
done.  KPMG  discovered  just 
how  hard  when  it  began 
lobbying  its  own  partners 
about  the  benefits  of  incorporation. 
Incorporation  brings  with  it  a  huge 
financial  penalty  —  the  National 
Insurance  implications  could  wipe  as 
much  as  10  per  cent  of  profits  —  and 
threatens  to  chip  away  at  the  partner¬ 
ship  ethos. 

KPMG  was  ultimately  forced  into  a 
compromise  —  ir  would  incorporate  its 
audit  practice  and  leave  the  rest  of  the 
firm  unchanged.  The  plans  now  being 
implemented  will  give  rise  to  a  curious 
situation,  where  individuals  will  be 
known  as  audit  directors  one  day  and 
plain  partners  the  next  KPMG*s  move 
was  seen  as  a  bold  response  to  the  ever¬ 
present  threat  of  litigation.  Colin 
Shannan.  the  firm’s  senior  partner.  left 
little  to  the  imagination  when  he  said: 
“It  is  dear  from  the  size  of  some  of  the 
largest  claims  that  if  one  were  to 
succeed,  it  would  wipe  out  a  firm." 

Competitors,  notably  Ernst  &  Young 
and  Price  Waterhouse,  have  been 
actively  considering  the  best  course  to 
take.  The  betting  has  been  on  full 
incorporation,  despite  the  financial 
penalties  and  undesirable  impact  on 
internal  culture. 

Now.  the  whole  issue  seems  poised 
for  a  dramatic  turn.  Price  Waterhouse 
has  abruptly  called  a  press  conference 
for  Monday,  promising  a  solution  to 
the  incorporation  debate  that  will  be 
“innovative  and  a  little  unexpected”. 
Ernst  &  Young  has  promised  to 
disclose  its  plans  by  Chrism  as. 

Everything  points  to  the  arrival  of 
the  so-called  Delaware  option  for  UK 
firms,  providing  a  way  of  protecting 
individual  partners  with  a  simple  flick 
of  the  switch.  Fingers  point  to  a  nearby 
offshore  centre,  be  it  the  Channel 
Islands  or  the  Isle  of  Man.  The  move,  if 
it  materialises,  would  realty  give 
partners  something  to  talk  about 


Sarah  Bagnail  oil  the  saga  surrounding  the  future  of  Littlewoods 

I 

; 

Dynasty  returns  as  a  real-life  ‘soap’ 


The  Littlewoods  saga  has 
all  the  hallmarks  of  a 
popular  soap  opera.  It 
features  family  feuding,  private 
detectives,  a  probe  into  possible 
fraud,  links  with  an  interna¬ 
tional  arms  trader  and  allega¬ 
tions  of  racial  discrimination. 

These  are  just  subplots,  how¬ 
ever.  The  main  issue  is  the 
future  ownership  of  Britain’s 
biggest  privately  owned  com¬ 
pany.  The  £2  billion  pools  and 
stores  empire  is  owned  by  32 
members  of  the  Moores  family 
siwead  over  four  generations. 
Uttiewoods  is  -  one  of  the  last 
remaining  corporate  dynasties. 

The  Vesteys  lost  control  of 
Dewhursts.  the  butchers,  the 
Barings  lost  control  of  die 
eponymous  bank  and  Rocco 
ftjrte  is  fighting  to  retain 
control  of  fbrte,.  the  hotels 
group  founded  by  his  father. 

Littlewoods  was  founded  in 
1923  by  Sir  John  Moores,  son 
of  a  bricklayer  and  a  mill  girl. ' 
He  fathered  Betty,  new  Lady 
Grantdiester,  John  junior, 
peter  and  Janatha.  They  in 
turn  had  20  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters.  Since  the  death  of  Sir 
John  in  1993.  at  97,  die 
company  has  been  beset  by  in¬ 
fighting.  little  of  which  has 
leaked  beyond  the  company’s 
Liverpool  headquarters. 

The  family  is  said  to  be  split 
into  five  factions,  with  some 
wanting  to  realise  their 
wealth,  others  wanting  more 
involvement  in  the  running  of 
the  group,  while  offers  want 
to  protect  the  group’s  private 
status. 

Lady  Grantehester  is  said  to 
be  in  the  latter  group  while 
younger  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  more  inclined  to  reduce 
their ;  holdings.  The  secretive 
Moores  family  has  been 
thrown  into  foe  public  arena 
as  a  result  of  an  unsolicited 


Lady  Grantchestdr  with  a  portrait  of  Sir  John  Moores  who  founded  the  littlewoods  dynasty 


takeover  approach  from  Barry 
Dale,  the  company's  former 
chief  executive.  1 

Mr  Dale  was  fired  from  the 
post  he  had  held  for  18  months 
in  March  and  is  now  suing  the 
company  for  wrongful  dismiss¬ 
al  His  departure  is  still 
shrouded  in  mystery. 

The  emergence  of  a  possible 
offer  from  Mr  Dale  has 
prompted  several  other  take¬ 
over  approaches  to  be  made  to 
the  board.  A  £1.1  billion  offer 
from  N  Brown  and  Iceland  was 
made  public  last  week. 

Mr  Dale's  dismissal  came 
less  than  six  months  after 
Prohip  Duha.  chief  executive  of 
Uttiewoods'  international  divi¬ 


sion,  was  sacked  for  speaking 
without  authority  to  a  journal¬ 
ist  Mr  Duha  is  also  suing 
littlewoods  for  unfair  dismiss¬ 
al.  alleging  racial 
discrimination. 

Last  year,  the  company  ran 
into  a  series  of  problems.  It 
called  in  private  detectives  to 
investigate  possible  fraud  in  its 
buying  department  The  family 
also  became  alarmed  about  the 
behaviour  of  Lorad,  a  Virgin 
Islands  company  with  which 
Uttiewoods  had  a  trading 
partnership. 

The  deal  was  strode 
because  Littlewoods  was  try¬ 
ing  to  cut  out  the  middle  man. 
by  buying  direct  from  the  Far 


East  using  Lorad's  contacts. 
The  joint  venture  which  was 
established  in  1991  was  swiftly 
terminated  when  Littlewoods 
discovered  that  Lorad  had  links 
to  the  international  defence 
industry. 

Littlewoods  were  said  to 
have  raid  £7  million  to  extract 
itself  from  the  partnership  and 
Lorad  is  suing  Littlewoods  for 
£1  million. 

The  management  depar¬ 
tures  come  at  a  time  when 
Uttiewoods  is  faring  some  of 
foe  toughest  trading  condi¬ 
tions  since  it  was  founded. 
Last  month,  Leonard  van 
Geest  chairman,  warned  the 
family  that  profits  were  expect¬ 


ed  to  be  "some  way  below"  last 
year's.  In  1994.  the’  group  made 
a  pretax  profit  of  £116  million 
on  turnover  c*f  £2.7  billion. 

The  group  faces  fierce  com¬ 
petition  in  all  of  its  three  main 
activities,  high  street  shops, 
catalogue  retailing  and  football 
pools. 

In  March,  Uttiewoods  re¬ 
vealed  a  10  per  cent  rise  in  the 
pools  trading  profits  to  £27.6 
million  on  sales  up  75  per  cent 
at  £861  million.  However,  these 
figures  fail  to  show  the  impact 
of  the  National  Lottery. 

The  group's  operation  is 
highly  labour  intensive  com¬ 
pared  ©  the  high-tech  National 
Lottery.  Uttiewoods  has  70,000 
self-employed  agents  collecting 
coupons  from  customers’ 
homes  and  a  high  proportion  of 
coupons  are  checked  by  hand. 

The  Uttiewoods  retail  busi¬ 
ness  is  a  poor  performer  on  the 
high  street  Profits  in  1994  fell 
from  £375  million  to  £245 
million  on  sales  down  from 
£542  million  to  £501  million. 

Uttiewoods  fortunes  are  un¬ 
derpinned  by  home  shopping, 
which  in  1994  lifted  profife 
from  £692  million  to  £73.4 
million. 

Concerned  about  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  future,  the  family  sought 
advice.  Coopers  &  Lybrand  and 
Michael  Gatenby.  a  former 
director  of  Charterhouse  Bank, 
were  appointed  to  conduct  sep¬ 
arate  reviews  of  the  options 
open  to  shareholders. 

The  preliminary  recommen¬ 
dation  from  Mr  Gatenby  was 
that  shareholders  should  con¬ 
sider  a  partial  float  of  the  group 
in  the  a  few  years  time. 

Now  foe  family  has  to  decide 
whether  to  pursue  Mr  Dale’s 
offer  and  any  other  bids  that 
emerge,  or  whether  to  hold  fire 
and  complete  foe  review  of 
options. 


More  misery 
over  mis-sold 
pensions 

Two  years  on,  compensation  is  sparse 
in  the  SIB  probe,  says  Karen  Zagor 


Justice  has  advanced  at  a 
snail's  pace  since  foe 
Securities  &  Invest¬ 
ments  Board  (SIB),  the  chief 
city  regulator,  first  an¬ 
nounced  its  review  into  foe 
mis-selling  of  personal  pen¬ 
sions  two  years  ago  today. 

The  task  of  trying  to  assess 
how  many  of  foe  estimated 
two  million  people  who 
transferred,  opted  out  or  did 
not  join  occupational  pen¬ 
sions  between  1988  and  1993 
did  so  as  a  result  of  bad 
advice  has  always  been  gar¬ 
gantuan,  It  is  not  surprising 
that  foe  pensions  industry, 
which  is  facing  a  potential 
costs  and  compensation  bill 
of  £4  billion,  has  not  exactly 
leapt  to  foe  rescue 
But  this  does  not  explain 
why  the  compensation  pro¬ 
cess.  as  outlined  by  SIB  last 
October,  is  so  far  off-track. 
SIB  ruled  that  life  companies 
and  financial  advisers 
should  give  priority  to 
sorting  out  the  cases  of  about 
400.000  investors. 

The  case  reviews  for  the 
first  tranche  of  investors, 
including  those  who  had 
already  retired  or  died,  was 
supposed  to  be 
completed  by 
the  end  of  this 
month.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that 
this  deadline 
will  be  missed. 

Part  of  the 
blame  can  be 
laid  at  the  feet 

of  the  indepen-  _ 

dp  rtf  financial 
advisers.  Many  have  refused 
even  to  send  out  forms  to 
customers  as  part  of  foe 
initial  process  of  reviewing 
past  pensions  business. 

They  claim  that  they 
would  be  forfeiting  their 
professional  indemnity  in¬ 
surance  cover  by  essentially 
inviting  customers  to  claim 
for  compensation.  About 
1500  IFAs  have  so  far  de¬ 
clined  to  take  part  in  the 
review. 

The  Personal  Investment 
Authority  (PIA|,  which  has 
set  up  a  special  pensions 
unit,  has  been  advised  that 
IFAs  can  conduct  the  reviews 
legally  without  jeopardising 
their  insurance  cover.  It  is 
now  taking  a  closer  look  at 
members’  efforts  and  says  it 
will  see  that  they  are  fined  or 
surcharged  starting  early 
next  year  if  they  are  found  to 
be  hindering  the  compensa¬ 
tion  process. 

It  is  not  fair  to  hold  the 
IFAs  entirely  responsible  for 
the  delays.  Part  of  foe  prob¬ 
lem  lies  in  foe  regulatory 
structure  itself.  SIB  initiated 
the  review  in  1993  and  set  the 
guidelines  for  the  compensa¬ 
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tions  process  in  1994.  but  foe 
PLA  has  been  largely  respon¬ 
sible  for  foe  review  process. 

SIB  has  a  legal  mandate 
for  its  watchdog  role,  but  foe 
PLA,  which  is  a  self-regulat¬ 
ing  organisation,  has  no 
legal  powers  over  its  mem¬ 
bers.  merely  contractu  aL 

When  SIB  published  guid¬ 
ance  on  how  the  compensa¬ 
tion  review  should  be  carried 
out  it  was  charged  with 
foisting  its  methods  on  foe 
PIA  and  taken  to  court  by  foe 
Independent  Financial  Ad¬ 
visers  Association  and 
London  Insurance  Brokers 
Mutual,  a  firm  which  pro¬ 
vides  professional  indemnity 
insurance. 

The  court  ruled  that  SIB 
was  allowed  to  set  guide¬ 
lines.  but  that  it  had  no  right 
to  force  foe  PIA  to  follow  its 
plans.  In  the  end,  foe  PLA 
carried  out  its  own  consult¬ 
ation  and  introduced  a  re¬ 
view  process  that  was 
similar  to  SIB's.  But  the 
court  case,  and  the  need  to 
draft  two  sets  of  guidelines  to 
achieve  the  same  end,  was 
time-consuming. 

In  addition,  PIA  guidance 
on  how  to  cal¬ 
culate  compen¬ 
sation  was  not 
issued  until  Au¬ 
gust.  delaying 
the  develop¬ 
ment  of  special 
software  to 
help  to  calcu¬ 
late  how  much 
was  owed. 
Daniel  Shaw,  a 
solicitor  at  Nicholson  Gra¬ 
ham  and  Jones,  a  law  firm 
specialising  in  pensions, 
says  the  delays  have  prompt¬ 
ed  some  people  to  circum¬ 
vent  foe  review  process  by 
going  to  court,  so  far  with 
little  success. 

In  a  case  brought  in  Sep¬ 
tember  against  the  Pruden¬ 
tial  in  Salford  county  court, 
the  Prudential  won  a  stay  of 
proceeding  on  the  grounds 
that  the  case  would  be  re¬ 
viewed  in  line  with  SIB 
guidelines. 

Some  life  companies  have 
now  made  provisions  for 
compensation-  Barclays  life 
has  set  aside  £58  million  to 
cover  the  cost  of  mis-sold 
pensions.  Lloyds  Abbey  Life 
has  made  an  £80  million 
provision. 

For  the  moment.  SIB 
hopes  to  issue  a  progress 
report  early  next  year. 
Meanwhile  those  hapless  in¬ 
dividuals  who  believe  they 
were  inappropriately  ad¬ 
vised  to  leave  generous  occu¬ 
pational  pension  schemes  by 
salesmen  hungry  for  foe 
large  commissions  on  per¬ 
sonal  pensions  must  wait. 


Howto 

fast  forward  your 
business  idea. 

Starting  a  business?  You  couldn't  male  a  better  start 
than  spending  29  minutes  watching  this  video. 

Produced  with  the  help  of  Enterprise  Agencies,  it's 
FREE  when  you  open  a  Barclays  Business  Account* 

It’s  just  part  of  a  whole  package  of  help  and  support 
for  new  business.  There's  also  our  special  Small  Business 
Teams  and  an  expertly  written  range  of  Small  Business 
Guides.  Both  of  which  will  help  you  get  the  most  our  of  all 
our  services. 

Start  working  to  make  your  dreams  come  true.  Call 
us  now  for  details  of  the  video  offer  and  your  FREE  copy 
of  our  guide.  SETTING  UP  and  RUNNING  YOUR 
BUSINESS. 

You'll  find  opening  a  Barclays  Business  Account 
opens  all  kinds  of  opportunities. 
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Acorn  challenges  America’s  computer  giants 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8 1995 


From  Richard  Thomson 
IN  NEW  YORK 

ACORN  Computer  Group,  the  Brit¬ 
ish  company,  has  won  the  race  to 
produce  the  Gist  low-cost,  simple-lo¬ 
use  Internet  computer,  causing  con¬ 
sternation  among  the  giants  of  the 
US  computer  industry. 

Acorn  will  start  shipping  a 
stripped  down  version  of  its  A-7000 
personal  computer  in  the  next  few 
weeks  at  a  cost  of  less  than  €590 
each. 

This  will  put  the  company  well 
ahead  of  US  manufacturers,  such  as 
Sun  Microsystems  and  Silicon 


Graphics,  which  are  still  only  talking 
about  producing  an  effective  low- 
cost  computer  package  to  broaden 
the  PC  marker 

Acorn  believes  it  can  push  the  cost 
down  even  further  by  enabling  the 
computer,  called  Netsurfer,  to  use 
the  family  television  screen  instead 
of  a  conventional  monitor. 

Acorn  is  already  discussing  licens¬ 
ing  deals  with  several  US  and  Asian 
companies  to  broaden  the  marketing 
of  (he  new  machine.  Oracle,  die  US 
software  development  group,  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  considering  the 
Netsurfer  as  the  basis  for  an  Internet 
computer.  Personal  computer  com¬ 


panies  have  been  in  a  race  to 
produce  a  simple,  fast,  reliable  and 
cheap  machine  for  use  by  people 
who  do  not  need  the  extra  features 
that  mast  personal  computers  cur¬ 
rently  offer.  The  stripped  down 
computer  is  designed  to  appeal 
particularly  to  those  who  want  to 
use  the  Internet,  although  it  can 
cany  out  most  routine  personal 
computing  tasks  as  well. 

With  the  PC  market  still  expand¬ 
ing  by  more  than  25  per  cent  a  year 
in  the  US  and  with  public  interest  in 
the  Internet  growing  fast  American 
computer  executives  believe  the  new 
machine  could  capture  a  significant 


segment  of  the  market- The  difficulty 
which  US  manufacturers  have  yet  to 
overcome  is  developing  sophisticat¬ 
ed  technology  at  a  low  enough  cost 

By  using  microchip  technology 
developed  by  Advanced  RISC  Ma¬ 
chines.  its  sister  company  based  in 
Cambridge,  Acorn  is  able  to  produce 
microchips  as  powerful  as  those 
from  Intel,  the  world’s  leading 
microchip  manufacturer.  At  $20 
each,  however,  they  are  substantially 
cheaper  than  Intel's,  keeping  down 
the  cost  of  the  finished  computer. 

Acorn  has  also  developed  special 
technology  for  displaying  high  qual¬ 
ity  text  on  television  screens  so  that 


purchasers  of  its  new  computer  will 
not  have  to  buy  a  separate  monitor. 

Costs  are  further  reduced  because 
Netsurfer  uses  its  own  operating 
software;  which  means  A corn  does 
not  have  to  pay  licensing  fees  to 
Microsoft 

US  computer  companies  are  hop¬ 
ing  that  Acorn  will  have  trouble 
marketing  its  machines  in  the 
world's  largest  computer  market  Its 
name  is  not  well  known  to  American 
consumers,  even  though  its  technol¬ 
ogy  is  used  by  US  com  parries  such  as 
Apple  Computer.  Licensing  agree¬ 
ments  with  leading  US  manufactur¬ 
ers  could  help  Acorn. 


American 

factory 

orders 

setback 

By  Our  city  staff 

ORDERS  received  by  Ameri¬ 
can  factories  dipped  slightly 
during  October,  the  Com¬ 
merce  Department  reported 
yesterday,  primarily  because 
of  a  big  drop  in  demand  for 
new  commercial  aircraft 

The  03  per  oent  decline  in 
October  orders  to  a  seasonally 
adjusted  $305.1  billion  fol¬ 
lowed  strong  gains  of  1.4  per 
cent  in  September  and  2.7  per 
cent  in  August.  But  excluding 
transportation  equipment  a 
category  that  rovers  airplanes 
as  well  as  new  cars,  orders 
were  up  1 .4  per  cent  in  October 
after  being  fiat  in  September. 

The  October  factory'  report 
showed  orders  for  transporta¬ 
tion  equipment  dropped  10.5 
per  cent  to  $38.6  billion  after 
rising  10.6  per  cent  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  department  said  most 
of  the  fall  was  accounted  for  by 
fewer  orders  for  new  airplanes 
and  pans,  but  other  types  of 
transportation  goods  also 
weakened. 

Separately.  America’s  Lab¬ 
our  Department  said  new 
claims  for  state  unemploy¬ 
ment  pay  shot  up  by  14.000 
last  week,  pointing  to  weak¬ 
ness  in  labour  markets. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Com¬ 
merce  Department  said  its 
index  of  leading  indicators 
dropped  sharply,  by  05  per¬ 
cent,  in  October,  its  sharpest 
fail  since  April  and  the  seventh 
decline  in  the  past  nine 
months. 

Taken  together,  the  reports 
suggest  the  economy  has  Iqst 
momentum  after  growing  at  a 
robust  42  percent  annual  rate 
during  the  third  quarter. 


Wolfson  to  step  down  at  B!“c?r(dc 
Great  Universal  Stores  shake-up 


By  Alas  dai  r  Murray 


GREAT  Universal  Stores,  the 
mail  order  company,  revealed 
yesterday  that  Lord  Wolfson 
of  Mariylebone,  its  chairman, 
is  to  step  down  next  summer 
after  44  years  on  the  board. 

Lord  Wolfson,  68,  will  be 
replaced  by  his  cousin  Lord 
Wolfson  of  Sunningdale.  60, 
who  is  a  non-executive  board 
member  and  chairman  of 
Next,  the  clothing  retailer. 

Lord  Wolfson  is  the  son  of 
the  company's  founder  Sir 
Issac  Wolfson  and  has  been 
chairman  of  Great  Universal 
since  1981.  He  has  presided 
over  an  uninterrupted  growth 
in  profits,  stretching  tack  47 
years,  during  which  time  the 
company  has  never  made  a 
cash  call  on  shareholders. 

Lord  Wolfson  will  continue 
offering  his  services  to  the 
company  in  the  capacity  of 
honorary  president.  But  he 
will  concentrate  his  energies 
on  administering  the  Wolfson 
Foundation,  the  charitable 
trust  established  by  his  father 
to  foster  science  and  education 
programmes. 

Lord  Wolfson  of  Sunning¬ 
dale  is  a  former  chief  of  staff  in 
Mrs  Thatcher's  office.  In  1990 
he  became  chairman  of  Next, 
and  is  widely  credited  with 
helping  rescue  the  clothing 
company  from  collapse. 

The  City  reacted  warmly  to 
the  news  of  the  new  appoint¬ 
ment,  anticipating  a  quick 
enhancement  in  shareholder 
value  and  shares  dosed  up 
20p  at  634p. 

Great  Universal  also  un¬ 
veiled  a  5  per  cent  rise  in  half- 
year  profits  to  £2375  million, 
boosted  by  a  good  perfor¬ 


mance  from  its  Burberry  and 
Scotch  House  dothing  retail¬ 
ing  subsidiaries  and  from  its 
finandal  and  information  ser¬ 
vices  division. 

The  interim  dividend  in¬ 
creased  by  11  per  cent  to  5p. 
Turnover  rose  by  45  per  cent 
to  £J2  billion,  while  operating 
profits  added  82  per  cent  to 
£1932  million. 

But  the  company  continued 
to  express  caution  about  the 
competitive  trading  conditions 
its  mail-order  businesses 
faced.  Burberry  and  Scotch 
House  increased  turnover  by 
21  per  cent  to  £124  million  and 
profits  by  27  per  cent  to  £96.4 
million,  while  profits  from  die 
company's  overseas  retailing 
interests  rose  24  per  cent  to 
£185  million. 

Turnover  in  finandal  and 
information  services  was  also 
up  by  20  per  cent  to  £108 
million,  while  profits  in¬ 
creased  by  5  per  cent  to  £665 
million.  Profits  from  the  prop¬ 
erty  rental  division  were  up  6 
per  cent  to  £315  million  as 
occupancy  levels  remained 
high  at  985  per  cent. 

But  profits  from  the  home¬ 
shopping  division  fell  3  per 
cent  to  £94  million  and  turn¬ 
over  was  flat,  as  the  hot 
summer  hit  catalogue  shop¬ 
ping  and  the  cost  of  printing 
soared  after  a  rise  in  the  price 
of  raw  materials. 

There  was  a  small  drop  in 
interest  receivable  to  E43.8 
million  reflecting  the  payment 
of  a  special  dividend  in  March 
1995.  The  half-year  dividend  is 
due  on  March  29  1996. 
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COLLECT  30  TOKENS  TO  WIN  £20,000  -  AND  SAVE  10%  ON  THIS  HOLIDAY 


j.  -Z.7*  ; 


Win  a  trip  to  New  York 


The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times,  in 
association  with  Cox  &  Kings,  an?  offer¬ 
ing  readers  the  exclusive  chance  to  van 
one  of  80  holidays  for  two.  to  a  range  of 
destinations  throughout  the  world  until 
Thursday.  December  28. 

Readers  can  also  enjoy  an  exclusive  10 
per  cent  discount  off  all  SO  featured 
holidays  and  enter  our  prize  draw 
competition  to  win  £20.000  cash  to 
spend  on  an  80-day  holiday  of  a  lifetime. 

This  week  our  holidays  come  from 
United  Vacations,  a  subsidiary  of  United 
Airlines,  who  specialise  iq  multi-centre 
holidays,  cruises  and  fly-drive  tours  all 
over  America  and  also  to  Hawaii. 

The  airline  flies  to  200  US  cities  so 
your  holiday  can  be  as  flexible  as  you 
wish.  You  also  get  a  package  including 
detailed  route  maps  and  information 
about  sightseeing  locations  like  when 
they  are  open  and  entrance  fees. 

HOWTO  SAVE  10  PER  CENT 
In  addition  to  10  per  cent  off  today's  holi- 

i - — — -i  day.  United 

|  THEiflfeTIMES !  Vacations  is 

i  Around  1 S£fof 

;  the  World  \  ,0 

!  in  80  Days  i 

5  1  their  holidays 

I  £20,000  !  featured  this 
|  .  }  week.  For 

|  TOKEN  61  1  details,  call 

I_ _ J  01369  707711 


HOW  TO  WIN  £20.000 
Collect  30  of  the  differently  numbered 
tokens  which  will  appear  every  day  in 
The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times  and 
you  can  enter  our  prize  draw  to  win 
£20.000  cash.  Readers  may  collect  60  - 

tokens  for  two  chances  to  enter  the  draw. 
An  entry  form  to  attach  the  tokens  to  will 
appear  in  The  Times  every  Saturday. 

TASTE  THE  BIG  APPLE 
Today's  prize  is  a  three-night  break  for 
two  in  New  York  worth  £758.  You  will 
be  staying  at  the  three-star  Lexington 
Hotel  which  has  two  award  winning 
restaurants.  It  is  on  the  Eastside.  near 
Bloomingdales  and  Madison  Avenue  .so 
a  good  place  to  stay  if  you  want  to  see 
what  bargains  you  can  pick  up  at  New 
York's  January  sales. 

The  Big  Apple  has  so  many  attrac¬ 
tions.  your  biggest  problem  will  be  decid¬ 
ing  what  to  do.  There  are  1,021  landmark 
buildings.  10.000  boutiques  and  stores 
and  more  than  [7.000  restaurants. 

9  United  Vacations- 

United  Airlines' 

A  ffioctjunfc  oNi-'-: 


You  can  stroll  through  Central  Park, 
go  up  to  the  102nd  floor  of  the  Empire 
State  Building,  visit  Greenwich  Village 
or  bop  aboard  the  Staten  Island  Ferry 
for  a  round  trip  to  Battery  Park.  Or 
spend  three  days  shopping. 

DEPARTURES:  The  prize  winner  can 
go  between  Jan  1  and  Mar  28,  or  April  11 
and  30. 1996.  Times  readers  can  book 
anytime  during  1996  at  10%  discount 
The  cost  of  today's  holiday  is  from  £341. 
down  from  £379  per  person,  includes 
flights  and  three  nights  twinshare  on  a 
room  only  basis. 


HOWTO  WIN 
TODAY’S  PRIZE 

To  win  todays  holiday  answer  foe 
question  below  and  phone  our 
competition  hotline:  0891 40  50  34 
which  will  be  open  until  midnight 
tonight.  The  winner  will  be  chosen  at 
random  from"  all  correct  entries 
reedved.  Normal  Times  Newspapers 
competition  rules  apply. 

Q.  Haw  many  floors  has  the 
Empire  State  Budding?  ' 

Cats  are  charged  al  39p  per  minute  chaap  rats 
and  49p  a  aH  attar  ttmes. 


TOMORROW:  WIN  A  CRUISE  TO  LATIN  AMERICA 


AIB  pays 
£101m  for 
Govett 
Group 

By  Robert  Miller 

ALLIED  IRISH  BANKS  (AiB) 
yesterday  confirmed  it  is  to 
buy  the  John  Govett  Group. 
the  UK  fund  manager  owned 
by  Govett  &  Co.  for  £101 
million  in  cash. 

As  part  of  the  deal.  Coven  & 
Co,  which  has  spent  much  of 
this  year  fighting  allegations 
of  fraud  and  racketeering  filed 
by  the  American  Endeavour 
Fund  in  the  US  courts,  will 
change  its  name  to  London 
Pacific  Group. 

The  latest  stage  in  the  long 
legal  battle  moved  in  October 
from  America  to  the  Royal 
Court  of  Jersey  where  Ameri¬ 
can  Endeavour  has  re-filed  its 
claims.  Govett,  which  has 
always  strenuously  denied  foe 
allegations,  wilt  re-file  a 
counter  claim  for  damages  of 
$180  million.  American  En- 
deavouris  action  effectively 
scuppered  Govetfs  proposed 
purchase  of  Duff  &  Phelps 
Corporation,  a  US  investment 
manager  with  $41  billion  of 
assets  under  management. 

As  a  result,  Govett  changed 
tack  and  asked  Schroders  in 
the  UK  and  Bear  Steams  in 
the  US  to  look  for  a  suitable 
purchaser  for  its  investment 
management  business.  Yester¬ 
days  announcement  was  the 
result  of  that  search. 

Under  foe  deal.  AIB  will 
have  a  75  per  cent  stake  in 
John  Govett.  which  looks  after 
more  than  $4  billion,  while  the 
management  team  holds  20 
per  cent  and  the  Govett  Orien¬ 
tal  Investment  Trust  will  hold 
foe  remaining  5  per  cent. 
Kevin  Pakenham  and  Charles 
Fowler,  chief  executive  and 
deputy  chairman  of  John  Gov¬ 
ett,  will  become  joint  chairmen 
of  John  Govett  &  Co. 

The  $101  million  purchase 
price  represents  3.7  per  cent  of 
the  funds  under  managemenL 
After  the  sale,  Govett  will  have 
a  corporate  cash  pile  and  cash 
equivalent  of  about  $175 
million  after  costs. 

Last  year  foe  John  Govett 
Group  generated  revenues  of 
$375  million  ($32.2  million) 
and  made  a  pre-lax  profit  of 
$18  million  ($13.8  million).The 
market  reacted  well  and  the 
shares  rose  22p  to  242p. 


costs  £55m 

ByEricReguly 

BLUE  CIRCLE  Industries, 
the  building  materials  and 
borne  produds  group,  is  to 
take  a  £55  mill  inn  charge  to 
cover  foe  restructuring  of  ‘its 
lacklustre  heating  division, 
which  will  indude  extensive 
jobs  losses. 

The  overhaul  will  slash  foe 
heating  unit's  costs  by  £25 
million  a  year  by  1997  in  an 
effort  to  restore  its  earnings 
growth. 

Blue  Circle  Heating  repott¬ 
ed  a  mere  £200.000  in  profits 
in  foe  first  half  of  this  year, 
against  £125  million  in  the 
same  period  last  year. 

James  Loudon,  foe  finance 
director,  said:  The  market 
has  been  terrible  for  some 
time,  but  there's  no  question 
that  underperformanoe  is  also 
to  blame." 

The  restructuring  wifi  con¬ 
centrate  the  manufacturing  of 
gas  boilers  in  Staffordshire 
and  oil  boilers  in  France. 
Manufacturing  will  be  sub¬ 
stantially  reduced,  but  not 
eliminated,  at  the  high-cost 
German  site;  which  employs 
1500. 

Blue  Circle  would  not  say 
how  many  of  the  boiler  divi- 
I  sion's  7.100  employees  would 
face  redundancy. 

An  additional  restructuring 
charge  of  £8  million  will  be 
taken  against  Blue  Cirde 
Bathrooms,  which  indudes 
foe  Armitage  Shanks  and 
Qualitas  Bathrooms  busi¬ 
nesses  and  employs  3.600. 
Part  of  the  charge  will  be  used 
to  cover  150  redundancies. 

The  total  restructuring 
charge  of  £63  million  will  be 
taken  in  foe  current  finandal 
year.  Most  of  it  will  be  offset 
by  an  exceptional  gain  of  £55 
million  on  foe  sale  of  the 
group’s  landfill  business  to 
South  West  Water  in  July. 

Blue  Ciide  said  that  overall 
profits  before  exceptional 
items  and  fax  would  remain 
in  line  with  analysts'  forecasts 
of  about  £270  million  in  the 
year  to  March  31. 
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Call  for  inquiiy  on 
gas  pipeline  delay 

decision  on  its  planning  application  to  buQdJ?  .  Norfolk 
pipeline  from  Britain  to  continental  Euroy.  NonhNnrWk 
District  Council  has  failed  to  come  to  a  decision  since  foe 
application  was  first  made  in  March,  but  I n  terconnert  « 
per  cent  owned  by  British  Gas,  is  continuing  disrasaonswfo 
the  council  and  hopes  for  its  approval  without  recourse 

Jei^p74^,'SSiiuiector  managing  director.  sajd:“We 
will  continue  talking  with  foe  district  council,  as  we  na 
done  for  foe  past  nine  months.  We  believe  we  ye  makmg 
progress,  but  we  do  need  to  set  a  time  limit.  It  mere  is 
public  inquiry,  it  would  delay  foe  start  of  cxmstrocnon  of  the 
’  pipeline  and  could  also  push  back  the  October  1998 
opening  date.  Mr  Nolan  said  it  would  be  sevonl  months 
before  any  appeal  could  be  heard.  Interconnector  isp)  arming 
to  start  construction  work  in  Baclon  in  autumn  1998. 

Progress  at  Hartstone 

HARTSTONE,  foe  troubled  hosiery  and  leather  goods 
group,  said  it  had  made  progress  in  slimming  operations  to 
reduce  costs  but  trading  was  still  hampered  by  depressed 
demand,  fri  foe  half-year  to  September  30.  profits  improved 
to  £2.9  million  from  £2.7  million,  despite  lower  turnover  of 
£104.7  million  (£111  million).  Earnings  eased  to  0^p  a  share 
(l.lp).  But  the  interim  dividend  is  restored  at  0.16p  a  share 
(nil).  The  shares  fell  to  12  Up  from  133<p  yesterday.  Shaun 
Dowling,  chairman,  said:  “Longer-term,  rationalisation  and 
brand  building  should  achieve  more  positive  results." 

Lovell  suffers  losses 

YJ  LOVELL,  foe  construction  company,  continues  to  be  hit  by 
a  stagnant  housing  market  In  the  year  to  September  30  it 
incurred  a  pre-tax  loss  of  £32.4  million  compared  with  a  profit 
of  £4.2  million  in  foe  previous  12  months.  Strategic  changes 
and  an  asset  review  accounted  for  much  of  this  loss,  requiring 
writedowns  and  closures  of  £305  million.  The  loss  per  share 
was  84p,  compared  to  last  year’s  earnings  of  9.4p.  The 
company,  which  did  not  pay  an  interim  dividend,  is  also 
passing  payment  of  a  final  dividend.  The  total  dividend  in  foe 
previous  year  was  Ip.  The  shares  fell  4p  to  17p  yesterday. 

Tour  firms’  shares  rise 

SHARES  in  Airtours,  Britain’s  second-largest  tour  operator, 
jumped  21p  to  342p  and  those  in  First  Choice,  its  rival,  rose  6p 
to  62p  yesterday  amid  talk  of  possible  bid  interest  in  the 
companies  from  Carnival  Cruise,  of  the  US.  Both  operators 
refused  to  comment  on  “market  rumour",  but  the  City  believes 
that  foe  cash-rich  cruise  line,  the  world's  largest,  wants  to 
diversify  into  the  UK  summer  market.  Airline  agreements 
between  the  UK  and  the  US  would  prevent  it  taking  full 
control  of  Airtours  or  First  Choice,  which  both  have  their  own 
airline,  but  it  might  be  able  to  buy  a  50  per  cent  stake  in  either. 

GWR  ahead  71% 

GWR  GROUP  is  optimistic  on  prospects  after  buoyant 
advertising  revenues  and  acquisitions  helped  pre-tax  profita 
of  the  Bristol-based  commercial  radio  operator  to  surge  71  per 
cent,  to  E531  million,  in  foe  year  to  September  30.  The  group, 
which  now  operates  28  licences  after  the  £20.6  million 
acquisition  of  Chiltem  Radio  in  July,  saw  total  turnover 
advance  57  per  cent,  to  £32  rmUTon.  The  final  dividend  rises 
39  per  cent  to  1.3lp  {0.94$.  and  is  payable  on  March  5.  lifting 
foe  total  for  the  year  8  per  cent  to  2J5p  (1.63p).  from  earnings 
per  share  up  35  per  cent  to6.5p  (4.8p). 

Hotel  group’s  slow  start 

ST  JAMES  BEACH  HOTELS,  the  Barbados  hotels  operator, 
said  that  after  a  slow  start  to  the  finandal  year  bookings  had 
recovered  in  the  second  quarter  and  continued  to  improve  in 
foe  second  half.  In  October  occupancy  rates  at  the  force  hotels 
open  was  80  per  oent:  In  foe  half-year  to  September  30,  losses 
increased  to  £203.000  before  tax  from  £51,000,  affected  by  the 
slow  start;  the  loss  per  share  was  157p  (0.58p).  The  interim 
dividend  is  lifted  to  1.5p  (l_25p).  A  review  of  costs  is  under 
way.  The  company’s  net  assets  rose  to  144p  a  share  (II9pJ. 
reflecting  a  rise  in  capadty.  The  shares. rose  Ip  to  137p. 


Kv/erner  a.s  (“Kv/erner”) 
Offers  for 

AMEC  p.I.c.  (“AMEC”) 


To  AMEC  Shareholders: 


Kv/erner’s  Offers  for  AMEC  close  at  1.00fm  on 

Monday,  18th  December,  1995 

The  Offers  ARE  FINAL  AND  WILL  NOT  BE  EXTENDED* 

Kvaemer  is  offering  100  pence  per  AMEC  Ordinary  Share 
or  a  Loan  Note  Alternative 


Kvaemer  is  offering  £1  nominal  of  8.125%  unsecured, 
subordinated  bonds  2009  per  AMEC  Preference  Share 
or  a  90  pence  Cash  Alternative 

If  you  have  any  questions  as  to  how  to  complete  the  Form 
of  Acceptance,  or  have  not  received  or  have  misplaced  your 
Form  of  Acceptance,  please  contact  Lloyds  Bank  Registrars 
on  dedicated  telephone  number  01 903  702767 


ngfu  is  reserved  w  revise  and/or  Crease  and/or  extend  the  Offers  if  a  competitive  situation  «u  determined 
by  the  Panel)  arises  or  otherwise  with  the  consent  of  the  Panel.  If  on  18th  December.  1995  the  Ordinary  Offer  is 
unconditional  as  to  acceptances  each  of  the  Offers  will  remain  ^ pen  for  acceptance  Jar  not  less  than  14  days  after 
that  date. 
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Bad  tax 
advice 
‘causing 
hardship’ 

By  Robert  Bruce 

A  REPORT  has  warned  of  the 
growing  danger  of  cowboy  tax 
advisers  as  the  tax  system 
grows  ever  more  compksc  and 
as  die  date  for  the  introduction 
of  a  self-assessment  system 
becomes  closer. 

The  report,  sponsored  by 
TaxAid,  the  tax  advice  charity, 
and  the  Inland  Revenue  Staff 
Federation,  reveals  cases  in 
which  taxpayers  have  gone 
bankrupt  as  the  result  of  poor 
advice  from  incompetent  tax 
advisers.  It  calls  foe  the  setting 
.  up  of  a  steering  group  on 
proper  regulation  of  the  tax 
advice  business. 

The  report’s  author.  Sue 
Green  of  Bristol  University, 
revealed  that  cases  of  “com¬ 
plete  incompetence**  were  rife. 

She  said  there  was  “increasing 
evidence  that  is  emerging  of 
cases  where  taxpayers  have 
teen  given  either  incompetent 
or  dishonest  tax  advice.  This 
can  cause  very  real  distress  as 
well  as  financial  hardship." 

David  Brodie,  of  TaxAid, 

said  there  was  art  urgent  need.  Peter  Greenall,  left,  managing 

with  a  self-assessment  system 
due  to  be  introduced  in  1997, 

for  all  tax  advisers  to  have  m  '  ( 

decent  minimum  qualifica-  ■  W  M"*  ■  ■ 

tions.  “Despite  official  denials  JL  w-/  M  1  f 

the  introduction  of  self-assess¬ 
ment  will  increase  the  number  ^ 

of  people  needing  tax  ad  vis-  ^  " _ _ 

ers,"  he  said.  “■  ‘■nfc 

The  report  draws  on  the  I  ■  I  W  A 

experience  of  Australia,  where  ' 

self-assessmenr  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  1985.  Problems  of 
confused  taxpayers,  allied 

with  the  boom  in  high  street  GREEN  ALLS  GROUP,  the  cei 

tax  shops  staffed  by  unquali-  pubs  to  hotels  group,  expects  pe 

fied  advisers,  led  to  the  “substantial”  benefits  from 
recommendation  of  a  regulat-  Boddington,  the  pubs  company  ini 
ed  system  of  tax  agents.  that  is  being  swallowed  up  £8 

The  report's  findings  were  after  Octobers  E5Z7  million  pa 
welcomed  by  Gerry  Hart,  agreed  deal  he 

president  of  the  Chartered  Peter  Greenall.  managing  pe 
Institute  of  Taxation:  “We  are  director,  is  optimistic  on  pros-  Pr 
strongly  of  the  view  that  pects  for  the  enlarged  group  as  £!' 
taxpayers  should  be  protected  Green  alls 's  annual  pre-tax  t 
from  unscrupulous  and  in-  profits  topped  £100  million  for  an 
competent  tax  advisers.”  the  first  time.  "T 

The  report  advocates  die  A  long,  hot  summer  and  the  sir 
setting  up  of  a  National  Tax  integration  of  Devenish  helped  las 
Council  which  would  regulate  pre-tax  profits,  excluding  ex-  act 
advisers  who  would  have  to  ceptional  items,  to  advance  14  tio 
register  as  tax  agents  and  hold  per  cent  to  £1005  million  in  the  tio 
professional  indemnity  year  to  September  29.  with  an  agi 
*  insurance.  underlying  increase  of  18  per  gel 


Peter  Greenall,  left,  managing  director,  and  Andrew  Thomas,  chairman  and  chief  executive,  served  up  encouraging  predictions  for  Greenalls  Group 

Greenalls  toasts  record  profits 
in  wake  of  Devenish  deal 


cent  Turnover  expanded  63 
per  cent  to  £765.9  million. 

Pub  profits  from  Greenalls 
Inns  climbed  9.4  per  cent  to 
£83  million,  while  higher  occu¬ 
pancy  levels  and  room  rates 
helped  UK  hotels  to  rise  11.2 
per  cent  to  £22  million  and 
Premier  Lodges  63  per  cent  to 
£17.5  million. 

Andrew  Thomas,  chairman 
and  chief  executive,  said: 
“These  results  reflect  the  mea¬ 
sures  we  have  taken  over  the 
last  few  years,  including  the 
acquisition  and  full  integra¬ 
tion  of  Devenish.  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  new  beer  supply 
agreements,  the  successful  tar¬ 
geting  of  capital  expenditure 


By  Philip  Pangalos 

and  the  elimination  of  non¬ 
core  businesses." 

Mr  Thomas  said  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  Boddington  was  a 
major  step  in  the  continuing 
evolution  of  Greenalls.  which 
now  runs  the  UK's  biggest 
independent  retail  pub  chain 
with  nearly  2300  pubs,  in¬ 
cluding  458  from  Boddington. 

He  said  the  process  of 
integration  is  “well  under 
way”  and  will  bring  substan¬ 
tial  synergies,  though  there 
will  be  500  job  losses. 
Boddington  is  expected  to 
deliver  synergies  of  at  least  £18 
million  this  year. 

Mr  Greenall  said  trading  in 
the  current  financial  year  has 


been  encouraging  in  all  busi¬ 
nesses.  He  said:  "They  are  ail 
trading  well.  Pubs  and  pub 
restaurants  continue  to  make 
progress,  and  the  gradual 
recovery  in  the  economy  has 
led  to  further  improvements  in 
both  occupancy  and  room  rate 
in  hotels.” 

There  is  a  final  dividend  of 
8.44p  (7.766p),  due  to  be  paid 
on  March  1.  giving  an  in¬ 
creased  total  of  143p  (B.lp), 
up  8.4  per  cent,  from  earnings 
ahead  155  per  cent  to  36.8p 
131 .9p)  a  share. 

Year-end  gearing  stood  at 
51.4  per  cent  though 
Boddington  pushes  pro  forma 
gearing  up  to  nearer  75  per 


cent,  with  interest  cover  of  3.9 
times.  Mr  Greenall  expects 
gearing  to  drop  to  nearer  70 
per  cent  in  the  current  year. 

Operating  profits  from  off- 
licences  increased  by  28.4  per 
cent  to  E55  million,  with  an 
underlying  advance  of  32.4  per 
cent,  in  spite  of  the  effects 
cross-Channel  booze  cruises. 
Sales  per  outlet  increased  43 
per  cent  while  increased  pur¬ 
chasing  agreements  helped 
the  operating  margin  to  rise  to 
3.6  per  cent  (23  per  cent). 

Mr  Greenall  added  that  a 
review  of  the  group's  pubs 
operations  had  resulted  in  the 
disposal  of  69  pubs  as  well  as 
other  unlicensed  properties. 
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Where  milking 
industry  is 
big  business 

Joanna  Pitman  on  South 
Korea’s  corruption  scandal 


The  raging  corruption 
scandal  in  South  Ko¬ 
rea  that  has  brought 
bribery  charges  against  two 
former  presidents  and  seven 
top  industrialists  has  exposed 
to  the  world,  perhaps  more 
graphically  titan  ever  before, 
the  degree  to  which  the  coun¬ 
try's  economy  has  been  built 
on  the  unstable  sands  of 
political  favouritism. 

Another  30  “pDlars  of  the 
business  community”  have 
been  indicted  in  connection 
with  the  slush  fund  allegedly 
accumulated  by  Roh  Tae  Woo. 
who  was  president  for  five 
years  from  1988,  but  prosecu¬ 
tors  have  declined  to  press 
charges,  concerned,  it  is  as¬ 
sumed,  that  to  do  so  could 
threaten  disruption  of  the 
booming  economy. 

Mr  Roh  has  been  charged 
with  accepting  bribes  worth 
$370  million  from  industrial¬ 
ists  and  amassing  a  personal 
fund  of  $650  million  that  he  in¬ 
vested  in  property  and  secu¬ 
rities  used  to  make  loans  to  his 
favourite  industrial  groups. 

The  seven  biggest  fish 
charged  with  bribing  the  ex¬ 
president  for  contracts,  are  Lee 
Kun  Hee,  chairman  of 
Samsung,  Korea's  largest  in¬ 
dustrial  conglomerate,  or 
chaebol.  Kim  Woo  Choong, 
chairman  of  Daewoo,  and 
the  heads  of  five  other 
chaebol .  all  with  interests  in 
electronics,  shipbuilding, 
construction,  and  cars. 

The  relationship  between 
politicians  and  industry  has 
been  one  of  mutual  depen¬ 
dency  since  the  late  1960s. 
The  political  class,  backed  by 
the  military  until  the  present 
civilian  president.  Kim  Yung 
Sam.  took  office  in  1993.  was 
always  aware  that  it  could 
not  achieve  its  aims  without 
a  powerful  industrial  sector 
and,  accordingly,  built  up 
interest  in  the  chaebol.  It 
should  surprise  no  one  that. 


over  the  years,  the  politicians 
may  have  handed  out  indus¬ 
trial  contracts  not  only  the 
basis  of  prestige  and  person¬ 
al  connections,  bur.  more 
importantly,  on  the  basis  of 
financial  incentive. 

Such  relationships  were 
forged  in  the  early  1970s  as 
South  Korea's  economy  was 
forced  into  a  growth  spun  at 
rales  of  11  and  12  per  cent  a 
year.  Foreign  trade  was 
strictly  controlled  and  re¬ 
sources  were  directed  away 
from  the  consumer  sector  to 
strategic  heavy  industries. 

A  select  group  of  interna¬ 
tionally  competitive  com¬ 
panies  was  nurtured  with 
subsidies  and  tax  credits  and 
supported  by  low-wage,  low- 
productivity  suppliers. 

The  results  of  the  growth 
spun  were  hugely  successful, 
but  South  Korea’s  political 
class  is  now  being  shown  up 
for  milking  industry  for  cash 
in  return  for  contract  favours. 

The  scandal  has  gripped  the 
country,  particularly  the  jailing 
of  Mr  Rob's  predecessor.  Chun 
Doo  Huan.  for  his  role  in 
crushing  the  1980  prodemoo- 
racy  uprising.  But  that  is  being 
seen  as  a  way  of  distracting  the 
public  from  suspicion  that  Mr 
Kim's  1992  campaign  was  ille¬ 
gally  funded. 

The  press  refers  to  the 
scandal  as  “structural  cor¬ 
ruption”.  an  implicit 
acknowledgement  that  it  is  a 
necessary  aspect  of  the  Kore¬ 
an  economic  system  in  its 
current  condition. 

Although  the  Government 
is  preparing  measures  to  to 
improve  corporate  gover¬ 
nance,  it  is  reluctant  to  act 
severely  because  that  could 
trigger  damaging  repercus¬ 
sions  throughout  industry 
and  ultimately  slow  the  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  rate,  on  target 
this  year  for  93  per  cent.  And 
that  in  turn  would  harm  Mr 
Kim’s  poll  prospects  in  1997. 


HyundaiyWorking  Towards  A  Better  Tomorrow. 


For  half  a  century,  Hyundai  Business  Group 
has  been  working  towards  a  single  goal.  The 
goal  of  making  this  world  a  more  comfortabb 
and  belter  place  to  live  for  everyone.  Today  we 
have  earned  a  place  in  your  daily  lives. 


From  chips  to  telecommunications  satellites. 
From  a  foil  line  of  passenger  cars  to  all  types  of 
commercial  vehicles.  From  subways  to  high 
speed  trains.  From  infrastructure  to  turn-key 
base  engineering  and  construction  projects. 


From  super-tankers  to  advanced  LNG 
carriers.  We've  become  a  part  of  your  lives  in 
more  than  1 70  countries  around  the  world. 

Hyundai,  working  together  to  create 
innovative  synergies,  innovative  products. 


HYUNDAI 

BdtfrigAB^Wo^TtTOjgh&m^veTedYiofagy 


^mQMQfgLCS.  BECIBONKS.  SHJPBLHLDING,  ENGINEERING  &  CONSTRUCTION.  MACHINERY  &  EQUIPMENT,  PETROCHEMICALS,  TRADING  ^TRANSPORTATION.  Rod  oat  wfaa  Hyundai  can  do  for  yoo:  Hynndai  Corporation  ILP.O.  Box  KLSeool.  Korea.  Tel +82-2-746-1873,  fin  +  82-2-741-2341. 
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Why  Docklands? 

“Corney  and  Barrow  in 
Canary  Wharf  is  onr  flagship. 
Considering  the  number  of 
companies  moving  down  here 
now,  1  think  Corney  and 
Barrow  would  invest  in  other 
sites  in  London  Docklands.” 

Peter  Modfari  Cbn®T  Barren*. 

.  London  Docklands 

For  onr  IatfaraatMn  pack  cm  offices  or  homes  ring  9171-512  8450. 
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Japanese 
growth 
set  to  slow 
says  OECD 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


THE  Organisation  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Cooperation  and  Dev¬ 
elopment  yesterday  lowered 
its  forecast  for  Japanese  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  to  03  per  cent 
for  this  year  and  13  per  cent 
for  next  year,  dting  a  sharp 
rise  in  the  yen  earlier  this  year 
as  the  main  factor  in  an 
aborted  recovery. 

In  June  the  OECD  said 
gross  domestic  product  should 
this  year  reach  1 .3  per  cent  and 
in  19%  reach  23  per  cent. 

Tokyo  was  not  happy  with 
the  forecasts,  saying  rhat  the 
OECD  appeared  to'  have  un¬ 
derestimated  the  stimulative 
effect  of  an  expansionary 
economic  package  it  intro¬ 
duced  in  September. 

An  official  at  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  Economic  Hanning 
Agency  said:  The  forecasts 

Profits  at 
Alvis  show 
50%  rise 

By  Ian  Mi  ell 

ALVIS,  the  defence  equip¬ 
ment  manufacturer,  yes¬ 
terday  announced  a  50  per 
cent  rise  in  profits  for  the 
year  to  September  30. 

The  rise  reflected  the 
award  of  a  number  of 
large  orders,  including  one 
of  £40  million  for  target 
systems  for  the  Apache 
helicopter. 

Alvis’s  performance  in 
the  UK  was  mixed.  The 
Alvis  Vehicles  subsidiary 
was  bolstered  by  a  major 
order  from  Indonesia. 
Alvis  Logistics  and  Auto¬ 
motive  Export  Supplies 
increased  sales  and  prof¬ 
its.  but  Unipower.  which 
Alvis  bought  last  year,  and 
Alvis  Transmissions  both 
recorded  losses. 

Alvis  is  starting  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  the  previ¬ 
ous  majority  shareholder  of 
Unipower.  claiming  that  in¬ 
formation  provided  at  the 
time  of  acquisition  was  in¬ 
accurate. 

Outside  the  UK  Avimo 
Singapore  again  reported 
strong  pre-tax  profits. 

Pre-tax  profits  rose  to 
£101.4  million  From  £80 
million.  Earnings  per 
share  were  83p.  compared 
to  a  loss  of  4.9p  last  year, 
while  the  dividend  was  2p, 
up  from  Ip  last  year. 
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appear  to  be  too  bearish,  i 
hope  to  see  them  revised  in  a 
OECD  economic  outlook  due 
later  this  month." 

Japan  will  set  a  growth 
target  of  more  than  two  per 
cent  for  the  business  year 
starting  next  April,  govern¬ 
ment  sources  said. 

The  OECD  said  that  the 
increased  government  invest¬ 
ment  introduced  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  combined  with  increasing 
public  works  expenditure, 
more  government  loans  for 
housing  and  a  lowering  of 
short-term  interest  rates  to  03 
per  cent,  should  boost  growth. 

But  it  said  possible  brakes 
on  rising  consumer  spending 
are  limited  employment  pros¬ 
pects  and  falling  land  prices.  A 
danger  to  the  'recovery  as  a 
whole  would  be  another  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  yen. 

The  report  highlights  Ja¬ 
pan's  need  to  resolve  its  prob¬ 
lem  of  bad  loans  within  the 
banking  sector  which,  as  a 
result  of  falling  share  and  real 
estate  prices.' haw  risen  to 
equal  40  trillion  yen  ($3% 
billion). 

It  says  that  while  the  banks 
are  in  the  process  of  resolring 
their  bad  debt  problem,  it  may 
take  “many  years  for  a  few  of 
them  to  return  to  a  healthy 
financial  position". 

The  report  also  says  that  to 
continue  its  recovery  Japan 
must  press  on  with  deregula¬ 
tion.  “This  would  contribute  to 
making  the  Japanese  market 
more  open,  accessible  and 
efficient  for  domestic  and  for¬ 
eign  firms,  while  boosting  the 
long-term  productivity  and 
growth  prospects  of  the  econo¬ 
my.’’  it  concluded. 

Japan  took  a  step  down  that 
road  yesterday  when  a  key 
government  advisory  panel 
proposed  several  deregulation 
measures,  including  splitting 
up  the  telephone  company 
Nippon  Telegraph  and  Tele¬ 
phone  and  lifting  a  ban  on 
holding  companies. 

Japan  is  hoping  to  head  off 
foreign  criticism  as  well  as  cut 
its  huge  trade  surplus. 

Earlier  this  week,  the  US 
ambassador  to  Japan.  Walter 
Mondale,  said  that  Tokyo  had 
made  only  “modest  progress" 
on  deregulation  to  date.  He 
said  that  Washington  wanted 
more  to  be  done. 

□  Japan's  current  account 
surplus  fell  52  per  cent  in 
October,  its  biggest  drop  in 
nearly  five  years,  because  of  a 
flood  of  imports  and  slow 
exports,  the  Government  said. 
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Flotation  plans 
back  on  agenda 
at  Dairy  Crest 


By  Martin  Barrow 


David  Martin,  left,  of  Sutcliffe,  Speakman.  and  Stuart  Lloyd,  of  Samuel  Banner,  yesterday  at  one  of  Banner’s  plants 

Sutcliffe,  Speakman  in  reverse  takeover 


By  Our  City  Staff 

SUTCLIFFE,  SPEAKMAN,  the  supplier  of 
emission  control  equipment,  is  staging  a 
reverse  takeover  of  Samuel  Banner  Hold¬ 
ings  for  £20.6  million  and  is  raising  £16.1 
million  via  a  rights  issue  to  finance  iL 
Samuel  Banner  is  engaged  in  the 


blending  and  distribution  of  solvents  and 
the  packaging,  canning  and  formulation 
of  oil.  chemical  and  detergent  products. 

David  Martin,  chief  executive  of  Sutcliffe, 
Speakman,  and  Stuart  Lloyd,  managing 
director  of  Samuel  Banner!  will  be  joint 
managing  directors  of  the  enlarged  group. 

Investors  in  Sutcliffe,  Speakman  are 


being  offered  five  new  shares  for  every 
four  held  at  25p  each.  Existing  shares 
remained  at  27p  yesterday.  The  company 
reported  figures  for  the  half  year  to 
September  30  showing  pre-tax  profits  up 
to  £540,000,  from  £310,000.  Earnings  per- 
share  were  0.44p  (021p).  The  interim 
dividend  rises  to  0  J25p  {0.25p}. 


DAIRY  CREST,  the  supplier 
of  milk  and  other  dairy  prod¬ 
ucts.  hopes  that  plans  for  a 
stock  market  flotation  can  be 
revived  as  the  milk  industiy 
emerges  from  its  widespread 
restructuring  after  the  dis¬ 
mantling  of  the  Milk  Market¬ 
ing  Board. 

The  Residuary  Milk  Mar¬ 
keting  Board,  which  owns 
Dairy  Crest,  is  again  review¬ 
ing  the  future  of  its  investment 
and,  although  no  final  deci¬ 
sion  has  been  taken.  Dairy 
Crest  said  yesterday  that  a 
flotation  on  the  stock  market 
was  still  an  option. 

Mike  DowdaU.  chairman, 
said:  “We  are  fully  involved  in 
the  deliberations,  which  we 
hope  will  result  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Dairy  Crest  as  a 
strong  independent  company, 
able  to  realise  its  full 
potential.” 

Mr  Dowd  ail  said  that  the 
company  will  compete  effect¬ 
ively  in  the  deregulated  mar¬ 
ket  and  demonstrated  real 
value  for  its  current  share¬ 
holders.  the  dairy  farmers  of 
England  and  Wales. 
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A  competitive  strategy  from  Mercury. 
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1.  Replace  pay  with  barter  system. 

m  The  surprise  element  of  bartering  adds  excitement 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

•  Research  demonstrates  that  staff  are  more  motivated 
knowing  their  true  worth  in  onions. 

m  The  Inland  Revenue  find  it  impossible  to  work  out 
contributions  payable  on  two  eggs  and  a  loaf of  bread. 

•  All  barter  is  equal  (but  the  M.D.  gets  the  golf  clubs 
and  the  big  car). 


2.  Achieve  maximum  performance  with  Mercury  BusinessDay. 
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Yesterday.  Daily  Crest  re¬ 
ported  a  recovery  in  profits  to 
£18.4  million  before  tax  from 
just  £1  million  in  the  half-year 
to  September  30.  Comparable 
results  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  previous  year  were 
affected  by  a  £16  million 
exceptional  charge  3gainst  re¬ 
structuring  costs. 

Profits  from  the  consumer 
foods  businesses  improved  by 
18  per  cent  to  E9.1  million,  with 
a  rise  in  margins  to  5.1  percent 
from  4.8  per  cent  Food  ser¬ 
vices.  which  embraces  ingre¬ 
dients  sold  to  food  manufac¬ 
turers  and  the  doorstep  milk 
operations,  was  42  per  cent 
higher  at  US  million. 

A  cash  inflow  of  £19.9 
million  has  left  the  company 
with  net  cash  of  £15.4  million, 
compared  with  borrowings  of 
£1.6  million  at  the  end  of  the 
last  financial  year.  A  dividend 
of  £1.1  million  will  be  paid  to 
the  Residuary  Milk  Market¬ 
ing  Board,  leaving  £11.7  mil¬ 
lion  to  be  transferred  to 
reserves.  Net  interest  receiv¬ 
able  was  £1.1  million,  up  from 
£900,000  previously. 


PERCENT  OFF 


Ill 


W 

■HNiM 


Postcode 


Terns  &  eoHfimww.  *  Satyect  ft  status  ami  Mercury  ferns  atf  eirafitiiBi.  Dlscwals  are  s  safest  Mercery  BusinessDay  Basie  rafts.  11 D  as  anal  service  charge  and  £30  nanttly  fee  (payable  quarterly  in  advance).  All  prices  fiMloSvflrfvJt 
The  30Kdiscarat  applies  until  31  Inly  1336,  Mercery  CcnGHQlcatiQas  Lit  Maw  Mercury  HiBse,25  Bad  Lias  Sqaare,  Laedoa  WC1R  4RQ. 


32  LAW 


Court  of  Appeal 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8 1995 

Court  of  Appeal 


Home  Secretary’s  decision  not  irrational  Reasonable  period  for 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Home  Department, 
Ex  parte  Pierson 
Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham,  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Neill 
and  Lord  Justice  Hirst 
(Judgment  December  5] 

Given  the  wide  discretion  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  section 
35  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Act  1991 
and  the  terms  of  his  slated  policy 
for  the  sentencing  regime  relating 
to  mandatory  life  prisoners,  his 
decision  fixing  the  same  penal 
term  to  be  served  by  such  a 
prisoner  as  that  fixed  by  his 
precedes  sor.  despite  his  concession 
that  aggravating  features  pre¬ 
viously  relied  on  were  absent, 
could  not  be  stigmatised  as  ir¬ 
rational.  nor  had  he  acted  unfairly 
in  reaching  ihar  decision. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  sn  held, 
allowing  the  secretary  of  state's 
appeal  from  Mr  Jusrice  Turner 
(The  Times  November  29.  1995) 
who  had  granted  John  Pierson's 
application  for  judicial  review  and 
had  quashed  the  secretary  of 
state's  decision  that  the  applicant, 
who  was  serving  two  concurrent 
fife  sentences  following  his  convic¬ 
tion  in  1985  of  the  murder  of  his 
parents,  should  serve  at  least  20 
years  in  prison  so  as  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  retribution  and 
deterrence. 

In  1988.  under  the  regime  then  m 
operation,  the  secretary1  of  state 
had  fixed  the  penal  term  at  20 
years,  declining  to  adopt  die  15- 
year  period  recommended  by  the 
trial  judge  and  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice. 

The  applicant,  although  able  to 
ascertain  the  length  of  the  penal 
term  was  not,  under  that  regime, 
told  the  period  recommended  by 
the  judiciary,  nor.  if  the  secretary 
of  state  had  departed  from  that 
recommendation,  why  he  had 
done  so. 

On  August  27. 1993.  the  secretary 
of  state,  in  accordance  with  his 
policy  statement  of  July  IW3. 
implementing  the  decision  in  R  v 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  Ex  pane  Doody 
([I9Q4]  I  AC  531),  informed  the 
applicant  of  the  judiciary's  recom¬ 
mendation.  and  that  such  recom¬ 
mendation  would  have  been 


appropriate  had  the  offence  been  a 
single  premeditated  one  but  that  a 
longer  period  was  necessary  given 
that  there  had  been  a  double 
murder  and  that  the  period  had 
been  fixed  at  30  years. 

In  May  1994.  subsequent  to 
representations  made  by  the  ap¬ 
plicant.  the  secretary  of  state 
reconsidered  the  matter  and  ac¬ 
cepted  that  the  features  previously 
relied  on  as  aggravating  were  not 
present-  He  concluded,  however, 
that  20  years  was  still  appropriate. 

Mr  David  Pannick.  QC.  for  the 
secretary  of  state;  Mr  Edward 
Fitzgerald.  QC  and  Mr  Tim  Owen 
for  the  applicant. 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS,  giving  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  emphasised: 

1  That  the  court  was  in  no  way 
concerned  in  making  the  derision 
as  to  the  period  to  be  served  as  the 
penal  term,  it  was  none  of  its 
business  and  it  had  no  views  on  die 
subject,  nor  was  it  called  on  in  any 
way  to  consider  the  allocation  of 
sentencing  powers  between  the 
executive  and  the  judiciary,  again 
ihar  was  none  of  its  business.  Its 
sole  concern  was  to  rule  on  the 
lawfulness  of  the  derision  made  in 
rhe  applicant’s  case. 

2  That  the  case  involved  no 
challenge  to  the  secretary  of  stale 
personally,  he  was  named  in  the 
application  because  he  was 
responsible  far  the  department 
within  which  the  derisions  were 
made  and  references  to  him  were 
to  be  read  as  references  to  the 
relevant  decision-maker. 

3  The  derision  under  challenge  did 
not  determine  when  the  applicant 
would  actually  be 'released.  That 
date  would  depend  on  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  whether  he  presented  any. 
and,  if  so  what  degree  of  danger  to 
the  public  il  released. 

4  The  present  case  followed  the 
decision  in  Ex  pane  Doody.  Al¬ 
though  the  reasoning  in  that 
derision  did  not  conclude  all  the 
present  issues,  the  speech  of  Lord 
Nlusrill  provided  the  essential 
background  and  was  to  be  taken  as 
the  starring  point:  see  in  particular 
pp55a  559560. 563-566. 

In  practice,  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  those  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  did  not  remain  in 
prison  for  the  whole  of  their  lives 
and  it  had  proved  necessary  ro 


devise  procedures  which  had  two 
essential  aims:  the  first,  to  ensure 
adequate  punishment  so  that  a 
term  was  served  appropriate  in  the 
particular  case  for  the  purposes  of 
retribution  and  deterrence,  die 
penal  element;  and  the  second,  to 
ensure  that  there  was  no  release 
until  no  or  no  unacceptable  risk 
would  be  presented  to  the  public, 
the  risk  element. 

The  regime  relating  to  dis¬ 
cretionary  life  prisoners,  governed 
by  section  34  of  the  1991  Act.  was 
different  from  that  relating  to 
mandatory  life  prisoners  with 
which  the  court  was  concerned  in 
the  present  case. 

The  court  referred  to  the  state¬ 
ment  made  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  die  Home  Secretary 
[Hansard  HC  cols  WA  863-5  July 
27.  1993)  outlining  the  steps  he 
proposed  taking  to  implement  the 
derision  in  Ex  parte  Doody  and 
summarising  its  effect: 

1  That  he  was  not  obliged  to  adopt 
the  judges*  view  on  the  penal 
element  of  the  sentence  to  be 
served  but  was  required  to  tell  the 
prisoner  what  penal  term  they  had 
recommended  and  to  give  reasons 
where  he  decided  to  depart  from  it: 
and 

2  That  he  was  required  to  afford 
the  prisoner  the  opportunity  to 
make  written  representations. 

The  secretary  of  state  had  fur¬ 
ther  stated  that  the  view  which  he 
took  at  the  beginning  of  a  man¬ 
datory  life  sentence  of  the  period 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  require¬ 
ments  of  retribution  and  deter¬ 
rence  was  an  initial  view  of  the 
minimum  period  necessary:  and 
that  it  remained  possible  for 
himself  or  a  future  secretary  of 
state  exceptionally  to  revise  that 
view  either  by  reducing  or  increas¬ 
ing  the  period. 

He  had  added  that  before 
increasing  it,  he  would  inform  the 
prisoner  that  he  was  minded  to 
take  such  action  and  would  afford 
him  (he  opportunity  to  make 
written  submissions  before  any 
new  decision  was  made. 

Hie  court  rejected  the  ap¬ 
plicant's  first  argument  that  it  was 
irrational  for  the  secretary  of  state 
to  fix  die  same  penal  term  as  his 
predecessor  despite  his  concession 
that  the  aggravating  features  were 
absent,  and  ihar  the  only  rational 


course  would  have  been  to  reduce 
die  period  significantly  to  reflect 
that  absence. 

In  die  court's  view,  the  secretary 
of  state*  function  was  not  an 
orthodox  sentencing  function.  The 
judgments  made  in  1988  and  1994 
were  not  reconcilable,  but  the 
explanation  was  plain.  In  1994  the 
secretary  of  state  did  not  share  the 
view  of  his  predecessor  in  19S8  that 
the  15-year  penal  term  recom¬ 
mended  by  die  judges  would  have 
been  appropriate  but  for  the 
aggravating  features.  He  thought 
a  longer  term  was  called  for 
aqyway. 

That  derision  raised  questions 
about  the  secretary  of  slate's 
powers  and  the  fairness  of  his 
procedure,  but  his  derision  could 
not  be  stigmatised  as  irrationaL 

It  could  not  have  been  con¬ 
demned  as  'irrational  had  the 
derision  been  made  for  the  firsi 
time  in  1994.  The  existence  of  an 
earlier  derision  with  which  the 
secretary  of  state  in  1994  did  not 
agree  did  not  make  his  later 
derision  irrationaL  whether  or  not 
that  derision  was  open  to  challenge 
on  other  grounds. 

The  court  referred  to  the  ap¬ 
plicant's  second  argument,  relying 
on  the  secretary  of  state's  use  of  the 
word  “exceptionally"  in  his  1993 
statement,  that  he  had  no  power  in 
effect  to  increase  a  penal  term  m 
die  absence  of  an  exceptional 
circumstance,  of  which  thwe  was 
none  here. 

In  the  absence  of  any  curb  on  his 
discretion  in  section  35  of  the  1991 
Act.  and  in  the  light  of  Doody,  the 
court  could  not  accept  that  The 
court  could  not  cut  down  die  wide 
discretion  conferred  by  Rirliament 
by  attaching  n on-statutory  con¬ 
ditions  not  required  by  procedural 
[aimess  to  its  exercise. 

The  secretary  of  state  had  done 
no  more  than  indicate  that  the 
power  to  increase  a  penal  term 
would  only  be  exercised  excep¬ 
tionally.  That  could  mean  no  more 
than  that  the  power  to  increase 
would  be  exercised  by  way  of 
exception  to  the  general  rule  that 
once  fixed  a  term  would  not  be 
altered. 

It  might  also  mean  that  the 
power  would  be  exercised  infre¬ 
quently.  The  secretary  of  state  had 
not  defined  or  restricted  the  occa¬ 


sions  on  which  he  would  see  fit  to 
depart  from  the  general  rule  and 
the  court  did  not  see  how  it. 
consistently  with  statute  and  the 
Doody  decision,  could  rake  u  upon 
itself  to  do  so.  * 

It  by  way  of  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  the  secretary  of  state 
revised  upwards  a  penal  term  fixed 
by  his  predecessor  on  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  adequately  meet  the 
requirements  of  retribution  and 
deterrence  there  was  nothing  in 
law  to  stop  him. 

If  that  practice  was  seen  as 
unacceptable,  and  one  could  well 
understand  the  despair  of  a  pris¬ 
oner  serving  a  long  sentence  of 
imprisonment  as  ihe  date  of  expiry 
of  his  petal  term  receded  before 
him.  the  remedy  had  to  lie 
elsewhere. 

The  court  also  rejected  the 
applicant's  third  argument  that  if 
die  secretary  of  state  had  .  been 
minded  m  proceed  on  a  basis  other 
than  that  disclosed  in  his  letter  of 
August  1993  he  should  have  dis¬ 
closed  that  fact  and  given  hie 
applicant  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
spond  bdorc  feting  the  term  on  the 
new  basis. 

The  court  reviewed  Mr 
Pannick*  resistance  to  the  argu¬ 
ment  and  concluded,  not  without 
misgiving,  that  die  derision  was 
not  shown  to  be  unlawful  and 
ought  not  to  be  quashed. 

In  particular,  the  court  referred 
to  the  absence  of  any  challenge  by 
the  applicant  of  the  assertion, 
made  on  the  secretary'  of  state* 
behalf  on  oath,  that  he  remained 
willing  to  consider  any  further 
representations  from  the  ap¬ 
plicant.  Nor  was  there  any  chall¬ 
enge  to  his  good  faith. 

The  court  had  to  accept  that  any 
further  representations  would  be 
considered  fairly,  objectively  and 
without  a  preconceived  intention  to 
reject  them.  The  court  attached 
great  importance  to  that 
safeguard. 

The  appeal  would  be  allowed. 
The  applicant  might  address  any 
representations  he  wished  to  the 
secnaajy  of  state.  The  courttrusted 
him  to  give  any  such  representa¬ 
tions  fair  and  careful 
consideration. 

Solicitors:  Treasury  Solicitor: 
Graham  Withers  &  Co. 
Shrewsbury. 


Damages  for  wrongfully  dishonoured  cheque 


Kpoharor  v  Woolwich  Build¬ 
ing  Society 

Before  Lord  Justice  Evans.  Lord 
Justice  Waite  and  Sir  John  May 
(Judgment  November  50| 

A  person  who  was  not  a  trader 
could  recover  substantial  rather 
than  nominal  damages  in  contract 
for  loss  of  business  reputation 
resulting  From  a  cheque  being 
wrongly  dishonoured  by  his  bank. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
when  dismissing  an  appeal  by  the 
plaintiff.  Udele  Edirin  Kpoharor. 
and  a  cross  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Woolwich  Building  Society, 
agairnr  a  decision  of  Master 
Tennant  to  award  E5.5GO  general 
damages  to  the  plaintiff  for  injury 
to  his  credit  by  reason  of  the 
defendant  wrongly  dishonouring 
his  cheque  for  E4.500  and  the 
apparently  discreditable  reason 
they  gave  for  so  doing. 

Mrs  Daphne  Loebl  for  the 
plaintiff;  Ms  Katherine  McQuail 
for  the  defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  EVANS  said 
that  both  parties  accepted  that  the 
claim  was  governed  by  the  general 
law  so  that  the  plaintiff  might 
recover  general  damages  under 
the  first  part  of  the  rule  in  Hadley  v 
Baxendale  (11854)  9  Exch  341)  and 
special  damages  under  the  second 
part  when  the  necessary  Tacts  were 
proved. 


The  claim  for  general  damages 
rested  upon  the  fin>t  pan.  namely 
they  were  claimed  as  damages 
“arising  naturally  (which  meant  in 
the  normal  course  of  things)  from 
the  defendant’s  breach"  per  Lord 
Wright  in  Monarch  Steamship  Co 
v  A/B  Karlshamns  Oljefabrikcr 
((1949|  AC  196. 221). 

Il  was  not  disputed  that  a  claim 
did  arise  for  loss  of  credit  or 
business  reputation  but  the  defen¬ 
dants  said  that  the  amount  should 
be  nominal  unless  special  facts 
were  proved  which  were  made 
know  to  them  when  the  contract 
was  made:  in  other  words  that  this 
should  properly  be  regarded  under 
the  second  not  the  first  pan  of  the 
Hadley  v  Baxendale  rule. 

However,  the  plaintiff  relied 
upon  die  line  of  authority  which 
held  that  actual  damages  need  not 
be  alleged  or  proved  by  a  trader, 
which  he  claimed  that  he  was.  The 
defendants  said  that  they  were 
unaware  of  drat  and  that  die  rule 
did  not  apply  For  that  reason  alone. 

The  issue  was  whether  a  person 
who  was  not  a  trader  for  the 
purposes  of  the  common  law  rule, 
and  it  was  not  at  all  dear  what  the 
limits  of  that  category  were,  could 
recover  substantial  rather  than 
nominal  damages  for  loss  of 
business  reputation  when  his 
cheque  was  wrongly  dishonoured 
by  the  bank. 


THE 


TIMES 


It  was  abundandy  dear  that 
history  had  changed  the  social 
factors  which  moulded  the  rule  in 
the  nineteenth  century.  It  was  not 
only  a  tradesman  of  whom  it  could 
be  said  that  the  refusal  to  meet  his 
cheque  was  "so  obviously  injurious 
to  his  credit "  that  he  should 
“recover,  without  allegations  of 
special  damage,  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  injury  done 
to  his  credit",  per  Lord  Birkenhead 
in  Wilson  v  United  Counties  Bank 
Ltd  |jl870]  AC  102). 

The  credit  rating  of  individuals 
was  as  important  for  their  per¬ 
sonal  transactions,  inducting 
mortgages  and  hire-purchase  as 
well  as  banking  facilities,  as  il  was 
for  those  who'  were  engaged  in 
trade,  and  it  was  notorious  that 
central  registers  were  now  kept. 

His  Lordship  would  have  no 
hesitation  in  holding  that  what 


was  in  e fleer  a  presumption  of 
some  damage  arose  in  every  case, 
in  so  far  as  that  was  a  presumption 
of  fact. 

So  the  question  became  whether 
the  authorities  compelled  the 
conclusion  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
the  presumption  could  not  expand 
beyond  the  category  of  trader. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment  they 
did  not  The  most  directly  relevant 
were  Gibbons  v  Westminster  Bank 
Ltd  fll939|  2  KB  8SZ)  and  Rae  v 
Yorkshire  Bank  pic  fll9S8]  BTLC 
35)  neither  of  which  was  itself 
binding  authority  which  precluded 
the  court  from  considering 
whether  a  bank's  customer  who 
was  not  a  trader  was  precluded 
from  recovering  substantial  dam¬ 
ages  for  injury  to  his  reputation  or 
credit  unless  special  damage  was 
alleged  and  proved. 

If  the  trader  was  an  exception  to 


the  general  rules  regarding  dam¬ 
ages  for  breach  of  contra  cr  then  the 
explanation  might  lie  in  the  tor¬ 
tious  analogy'  with  damages  for 
injury  to  business  credit. 

Moreover,  if  the  exception  was  a 
presumption  of  fact  (hen  it  was 
open  to  the  court  to  hold  that 
changing  social  dm:  instances 
should  cause  the  presumption  to 
be  reviewed  and  if  necessary 
expanded  in  order  to  take  those 
changes  into  account. 

His  Lordship  went  on  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  any 
case  a  trader,  that  the  defendant 
was  aware  of  that  and  that  the 
award  of  general  damages  of 
E5500  was  an  appropriate  sum. 

Lord  Justice  Waite  and  Sir  John 
May  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Anthony  Gold 
Lerman  &  Muirhead.  Streatham: 
Morgan  Bruce,  Cardiff. 


Want  of  fairness  in  entry  ban 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  State 
for  Ihe  Home  Department 
Ex  parte  Moon 

Where  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
rhe  Home  Department  refused 
entry  clearance  to  a  person  who 
wished  to  enter  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  on  the  ground  that  entry 
would  not  be  conducive  to  the 
public  good,  it  was  unfair  and 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  natu¬ 
ral  justice  for  die  secretary  of  state 
to  neglect  to  explain  his  reasons. 


Mr  Justice  Sedley  so  held  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  '•  on 
November  I  in  upholding,  to  the 
extent  of  declaratory  relief,  the 
application  of  the  Rev  Sun  Myung 
Moon  for  judicial  review  of  the 
derision  of  ihe  Home  Secretary  of 
October  27. 1995  that  he  should  not 
be  granted  entry  clearance. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  there  was 
no  perceptible  reason  why  the 
secretary  of  state  could  not  have 
pur  his  adverse  view  as  to  giving 


entry  clearance  as  a  provisional 
conclusion  to  the  applicant  by  fax 
via  the  Seoul  Embassy  and  have 
invited  his  comments. 

There  was  a  want  of  fairness  in 
failing  to  afford  the  applicant  an 
opportunity  to  know  why  it  was 
contrary  to  the  public  good  to  let 
him  enter.  It  was  precisely  ihe 
unpopular  applicant  for  whom  the 
safeguards  of  due  process  were 
most  relevant  in  a  society'  which 
acknowledged  the  rule  of  law. 
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repaying  arrears 


Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
Budding  Society  ▼Norgan 
Before  Lord  Justice  Evans.  Lord 
Justice  Waite  and  Sir  John  May 
(Judgment  December  51 
Where  a  court  was  exercising  its 
discretion  to  gram  relief  to  a 
borrower  in  default  under  the 
payment  terms  in  a-  mortgage 
against  the  lender's  daim  to  pos¬ 
session.  die  starting  print  far 
determining  the  reasonable  period 
for  repayment  of  die  outstanding 
arrears  was  foe  outstanding  tarn 
of  the  mortgage. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
allowing  an  appeal  by  Christina 
Norgan  against  the  dismissal  by 
Judge  Stephen  O'Malley  in 
Shakes  bury  County  Court  an  June 
27.  1994  of  her  appeal  from  the 
refusal  of  a  district  judge  to 
suspend  the  issue  of  a  warrant  for 
possession  of  ber  farmhouse. 

Mr  Miles  Croafly  for  the  bor¬ 
rower:  Mr  Malcolm  Waters  for  the 
lender. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WAITE  said 
that  at  common  law  foe  court  had 
only  a  very  limited  jurisdiction  to 
gram  relief  to  a  borrower  in 
default  under  a  mortgage.  It  could 
only  adjourn  foe  application  for  a 
short  time  to  give  the  borrower  the 
chance  to  pay  up  in  frill: 
Birmingham  Citizens  Permanent 
Building  Society  v  Count  (f]962) 
Ch  883,912). 

The  Administration  of  Justice 
Acts  of 1970 and  1973  had  mi  tigaied 
the  rigjur  of  that  position  allowing 
the  court  at  its  discretion  to  treat 
die  sum  due  under  the  mortgage 
as  being  only  the  arrears  of 
instalments  or  tmeresr  and  aDow  a 
reasonable  period  for  the  borrower 
to  pay  off  the  arrears  if  it  appeared 
he  was  likely  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

The  question  was  what  exactly 
constituted  a  "reasonable  period" 
for  bringing  payments  up  to  date. 
In  First  Middlesbrough  Trading 
and  Mortgage  Co  Ltd  v  Cunning¬ 
ham  ((1974)  28  P&CR  69)  Lord 
Justice  Scarman  had  referred  to  “a 
powerful  presumption  of  fan  in 
favour  of  the  period  of  the  mort¬ 
gage  being  the  ‘reasonable 
period’.” 

In  Western  Bank  v  Schindler 
111977}  Ch  JL  the  Court  of  Appeal 
had  distinguished  cases  where  the 
borrower  was  in  default  from 
those  where  he  was  not  In  default 
cases,  a  reasonable  period  meant  a 
reasonable  period  for  the  borrower 
to  find  foe  necessary  money, 
although  in  cases  where  there  was 
no  default  it  might  even  be  die 
whole  remaining  life  of  die 
morteaee. 


Mrs  Norgan  had  lived  with  her 
husband  and  five  sons  in  a  period 
farmhouse  in  Wiltshire  with  eight 
acres  of  land  said  now  to  be  worth 
about  E22S.OOO. 

They  had  borrowed  £90.000  in 
1986  on  a  term  mortgage  against 
the  house  from  the  Guardian 
Building  Society,  a  predecessor  of 
foe  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
Building  Society. 

The  sorietys  standard  toms  and 
conditions  provided  that  if  at  any 
time  any  monthly  instalment 
should  be  to  arrear  and  unpaid  for 
a  month  after  becoming  due. 
Guardian  would  be  entitled  to  take 
possession  of  the  property. 

The  Cheltenham  society  was  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Mort¬ 
gage  Lenders  whose  statement  of 
current  practice  provided  means  of 

helping  same  borrowers  in  diffi¬ 
culty.  Those  included  lengthening 
foe  term  of  a  repayment  loan, 
deferring  interest  payments  for  a 
period  and  capitalising  interest- 

It  seemed  to  bis  Lordship  that 
die  logic  and  spirit  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  required,  especially  in  cases 
where  the  parties  were  proceeding 
the  type  of  arrangement  provided 
in  die  statement  of  current  prac¬ 
tice.  that  the  court  should  take  as 
its  starting  point  foe  toll  term  of 
the  mortgage  and  pose  at  foe 
outset  tile  question:  would  it  be 
possible  for  the  borrower  to  main¬ 
tain  paymeru-off  of  foe  arrears  by 
instalments  over  that  period? 

That  approach  would  be  liable  to 
demand  a  more  detailed  analysis 
of  present  figures  and  future 
projections  than  had  hitherto  been 
customary.  Borrowers  might  need 
to  provide  a  detailed  budget. 

The  court  would  also  have  to 
resolve  disputes  over  how  much  of 
the  outstanding  debt  should  be 
attributed  to  interest  and  how 
much  to  prinripaL  And  expert 
evidence  might  be  needed  to 
determine  if  and  when  the  lender's 
security  might  be  put  at  risk  as  a 
result  of  imposing  postponement 
of  payments  in  arrear.  But  such 
problems  should  not  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  foe  way  of  giving  effect  to 
the  dearly  intended  scheme  of  the 
legislation. 

Another  factor  strongly  favour¬ 
ing  foe  adoption  of  the  frill  term  of 
the  mortgage  as  the  starling  point 
for  calculating  the  “reasonable 
period"  was  the  cost  of  multiple 
applications  under  section  36  of  the 
1970  Act. 

One  advantage  of  taking  foe 
period  most  favourable  to  the 
borrower  at  the  outset  was  that  if 
his  or  her  hopes  of  repayment 
□roved  to  be  ill-founded  and  foe 


as  a  condition  of  suspension  were 
not  maintained  but  themselves  W1 
into  arrear.  the  lender  could  be 
heard  with  justice  to  say  that  the 
borrower  had  had  his  chance  and 
that  the  section  3b  powers  should 
not  be  used  repeatedly  to  compel  a 
touting  institution  to  accept  assur¬ 
ances  of  future  payment  from  a 
borrower  in  -  whom  -it  had  tost 
confidence; 

LORD  JUSTICE  EVANS 
agreed.  The  statement  issued  by 
foe  Council  of  Mortgage  Lenders 
said  thar  members  sought  to  take 
possession  onlv  as  a  last  resort 

Given  its  stated  polity,  his 
Lordship  did  not  see  how  the 
building  society  could  properly  say 
that  it  was  not  appropriate  to  take 
account  of  the  whole  of  .  the 
remaining  part  of  the  original  term 
when  assessing  a  reasonable  per¬ 
iod  for  the  payment  of  arrears. 

Considerations  which  were 
likely  to  be  relevant  in  establishing 
a  reasonable  period  were: 

(a)  How  much  could  ihe  bor¬ 
rower  reasonably  afford  to  pay. 
both  now  and  fit  the  future? 

(b)  If  the  borrower  had  a 
temporary  difficulty  in  meeting  his 
obligations,  how  long  was  the 
difficulty  likely  to  last?  . 

(c)  What  was  the  reason  for  the 
arrears  which  had  accumulated? 

(d)  How  much  remained  of  the 
original  teem? 

(e)  What  were  the  relevant 
contractual  terms  and  what  type  of 
mortgage  was  it.  that  is.  when  was 
tile  principal  due  to  be  repaid?. 

(f)  Was  it  a  case  where  the  com 
should  exercise  its  power  to  dis¬ 
regard  accelerated  payment  pro¬ 
visions  (section  S  of  the  1973-Ao)? 

(g)  Was  it  reasonable  to  expect 
the  fender,  in  the  draxmstanoes  of 
die  particular  case,  to  recoup  die 
arrears  of  interesr  (i)  over  the 
whole  of  the  original  term,  or  pi) 
within  a  shorter  period,  or  even  pit) 
within  a  longer  period,,  that  is,  by 
extending  die  repayment  period? 
Was  it  reasonable  to  expect  the 
lender  to  capitalise  foe  interest  or 
not? 

(h)  Wen  there  any  reasons, 
affecting  foe  security  which  shook) 
influence  the  length  of  the  period 
for  payment? 

In  foe  light  of  foe  answers  to 
those  questions,  the  court  could 
proceed  to  exercise  its  overall 
discretion,  taking  account  also  of 
any  further  factors  which  might 
arise  in  the  particular  case. 

Sir  John  May  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Clement  Jones.  Ban¬ 
gor;  Mr  S.  J.  Craws  haw. 
Gloucester. 


Right  to  award  not  properly 


In  re  a  Bankrupt  No  145/95 
Before  \lr  Justice  Knox 
(Judgment  October  22] 

A  right  to  or  expectation  of  an 
award  from  the  Criminal  Injuries 
Compensation  Board  was  not 
"propern  "  within  the  meaning  of 
foe  Insolvency  Act  1986.  so  as  to 
become  pan  of  a  bankrupt's  estate 
hich.  by  virtue  of  section  306(1)  of 
that  Acl  vested  in  his  trustee 
immediately  on  his  appointment 
taking  effect. 

Mr  Justice  Knox  so  held  in  foe 
Chancery  Division,  in  dismissing 
an  appeal  by  Henry  Ruben  Guest, 
the  bankrupt's  trustee,  from  an 
order  of  District  Judge  Glover. 

Section  436  of  the  1986  Art 
provides: "...  'property'  includes 
. . .  every  description  of  property 
wherever  situated  and  also  obliga¬ 
tions  and  every  description  of 
inierest,  whether  present  or  future 
or  vested  or  contingent,  arising  out 
of.  or  incidental  to.  property." 

Mr  Ian  McCulloch  for  foe 
trustee;  Miss  Marcia  Sbeker- 


demian  for  the  bankrupt  and  her 
husband.  , 

MR  JUSTICE  KNOX  said  that 
after  foe  bankrupt  had  in  1984 
suffered  serious  injuries  from  a 
criminal  assault  she  had  applied  to 
the  Criminal  Injuries  Compensa¬ 
tion  Board,  from  which  she  had 
eventually  received  E200.000  in 
1984.  In  die  meantime,  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1990.  she  had  been  made 
bankrupt 

Mr  McCulloch  had  contended 
that  although  at  that  time  her 
proseprt  of  recovering  anything 
from  foe  board  was  not  a  those  in 
action  it  was  an  interest  which  she 
had.  either  vested  or  contingent, 
and  arising  out  of  or  incidental  to 
property. 

His  Lordship  said  that  purely  as 
a  matter  of  construction,  the  word 
"property"  in  foe  1986  Act  could  not 
have  been  intended  to  describe 
something  which  had  no  present 
existence  but  might  possibly  come 
into  existence  on  some  uncertain 
event  in  the  future.  That  view  was 


supported  by  Howard  p  Crawther 
((1841)  BM&W  601),  Wihon  v 
United  Counties  Bank  Ltd  fll920] 
AC  ICG)  and  Heath  v  Tang  01993]  1 
WLR  1421). 

Accordingly,  the  hope  which  foe 
bankrupt  had  in  1990  of  getting  an 
award,  which  in  fact  fructified  two 
years  later,  was  not  then  pan  of 
her  property  so  as  then  to  vest  in 
her  trustee  in  bankruptty.  The* 
district  judge's  order  was 
unimpeachable. 

Solicitors:  John  Heaty  &  Oo„ 
Brighton;  Smart  &  Spicer, 
Eastbourne. 


Correction  . 

In  ArtomeyGeneral’s  Reference 
(No  3  of  1994)  (The  Times  Novem¬ 
ber  29)  the  mother  of  the  child  did 
not  die  as  a  result  of  the  attack.  The 
respondent  pleaded  guilty  to 
wounding  her  with  intent  to  cause 
grievous  bodily  harm  and  was 
sentenced  to  four  years 
imprisonment. 
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Planning  appeal  procedure  conforms  with  Treaty 


Bryan  v  United  Kingdom 

(Case  No.44/im/49l/S73) 

Before  R-  Ryssdal.  President  and 
Judges  R.  Bernhardt,  F.  Matscher. 
I.  Foighel,  Sir  John  Freeland.  M. 
A.  Lopes  Rocha.  J.  Makarctyk.  D. 
Goichev.  and  U.  Lohmus 
Registrar  H.  Pfctzold. 

[Judgment  November  22] 

The  European  Court  of  Human 
Rights  unanimously  held  that  the 
proceedings  brought  by  Mr  John 
Bryan  before  a  planning  inspector 
and  in  foe  High  Court  to  challenge 
a  planning  enforcement  notice 
served  on  turn  were  in  conformity 
with  article  6  of  foe  European 
Convention  of  Human  Rights. 

Article  6  of  foe  Convention 
provides:  “1  In  the  determination 
of  his  dvil  rights  and  obligations 
or  of  any  criminal  charge  against 
him.  everyone  is  entitled  to  a  fair 
and  public  hearing  within  a 
reasonable  rime  by  an  independent 
and  impartial  tribunal  established 
by  law. . ." 

Section  174(2)  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act  1000  pro¬ 
vides  that  an  appeal  against  an 
enforcement  notice  may  be  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Environment  on  any  of  the  fallow¬ 
ing  grounds: 

"(a)  that  planning  permission 
ought  to  be  granted  for  foe 
development  ro  which  the  notice 
relates  or.  as  the  case  may  be.  that 
a  condition  or  limitation  alleged  in 
foe  enforcement  notice  not  to  hare 
been  complied  with  out  to  be 
discharged;  (b)  that  the  matters 
alleged  in  the  notice  do  not 
constitute  a  breach  of  planning 
control:  ...  (gj  that  the  steps 
required  by  the  notice  to  be  taken 
exceed  what  is  necessary  id  remedy 
any  breach  of  planning  control  or 
to  achieve  a  purpose  specified  in 
section  173(4):  (h)  that  the  period 
specified  in  the  notice  as  foe  period 
within-  which  any  step  is  to  be 
taken  falls  short  or  what  should 
reasonably  be  allowed." 

On  December  4, 1689,  Mr  Bryan 
received  an  enforcement  notice 
from  the  Vale  Royal  Borough 


Council  requiring  him  to  demolish 
two  brick  buildings  of  his  property, 
on  the  ground  foal  they  had  been 
erected  without  the  required  plan¬ 
ning  permission. 

The  applicant  appealed  against 
the  decision  to  the  secretary  of 
state.  The  grounds  of  appeal 
concerned  questions  of  both  fact 
and  law.  On  October  1.  1990  the 
apeal  was  dismissed  by  an  inspec¬ 
tor  employed  by  foe  Department  of 
the  Environment. 

The  applicant  appealed  on 
points  of  law  to  foe  High  Court 
which  dismissed  foe  appeal  on 
March  8,  1991.  The  High  Court 
could  review  foe  inspector's  find¬ 
ings  of  factor  foe  inferences  drawn 
by  him  from  those  facts  only  to  the 
extent  foal  it  found  them  perverse 
or  irrationaL  Leave  to  appeal  to  foe 
Court  of  Appeal  was  refused. 

Mr  Bryan  applied  to  foe  Euro¬ 
pean  Commission  of  Human 
Rights  on  October  29,  1991.  He 
contended  that  the  proceedings 
which  he  had  been  able  to  bring 
under  English  law  first  before  a 
planning  inspector  and  then  before 
the  High  Court,  to  challenge  a 
planning  enforcement  notice 
served  on  him  did  not  comply  with 
artide  6.1  of  the  Convention.  The 
application  was  declared  admis¬ 
sible  on  October  14.  1993. 

Having  attempted  unsuccess¬ 
fully  to  secure  a  friendly  settlement 
the  Commission  drew  up  a  report 
on  June  28.  1994  in  which  it 
established  the  facts  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  had  been  no 
violation  of  article  6J  by  eleven 
votes  to  five. 

In  its  judgment,  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  held; 
Alleged  violation  of  artide  b.I 
A  Applicability 

Before  foe  Court  the  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  contest.'  as  it  had 
before  the  Commission,  that  the 
impugned  planning  proceedings 
involved  a  determination  of  the 
applicant's  "civil  rights". 

B  Compliance 
!  Review  by  the  inspector 

The  applicant  first  appealed  to 


the  secretary  of  state  against  the 
borough  council's  enforcement  no¬ 
tice  requiring  him  to  demolish  two 
buildings  on  his  property.  The 
inspector  appointed  to  hear  foe 
appeal  conducted  an  inquiry  and 
decided  to  dismiss  the  appeal  in  its 
essentials. 

The  Court  saw  no  reason  to 
depart  from  the  Government's 
view,  which  was  shared  by  the 
Commission  and  uncontested  by 
foe  applicant,  that  the  proceedings 
before  foe  inspector  in  the  present 
case  ensured  foe  applicant  a  “fair 
hearing"  for  the  purposes  of  artide 
6.1.  It  remained,  however,  to  be 
ascertained  whether,  in  relation  to 
Mr  Bryan's  appeal,  foe  inspector 
constituted  an  "Independent  and 
impartial  tribunal". 

In  order  to  establish  whether  a 
body  could  be  considered  "in¬ 
dependent".  regard  must  be  had, 
inter  alia,  to  foe  manner  of 
appointment  of  its  members  and  to 
their  term  of  office,  to  the  existence 
of  guarantees  against  outside  pres¬ 
sures  and  to  foe  question  whether 
foe  body  presents  an  appearance 
of  independence;  see  inter  alia 
Langborger  v  Sweden  (June  22. 
1989.  Series  A  No  155  p!6  para¬ 
graph  32). 

it  was  true  that  the  inspector  was 
required  to  decide  foe  applicant's 
planning  appeal  in  a  quos [-ju¬ 
dicial  independent  and  impartiaL 
as  well  as  fair,  manner. 

However,  as  pointed  out  by  foe 
Commission  in  its  report  the 
secretary  of  state  coukl.  at  any 
time,  even  during  foe  course  of 
proceedings  which  were  in 
progress,  issue  a  direction  to 
revoke  the  power  of  an  inspector  to 
deckle  an  appeal. 

In  the  context  of  planning  ap¬ 
peals  the  very  existence  of  that 
power  available  to  foe  executive, 
whose  own  policies  could  be  in 
issue,  was  enough  to  deprive  the 
inspector  of  foe  requisite  appear¬ 
ance  of  independence,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  limited  exercise 
of  the  power  in  practice  as 
described  by  foe  Government  and 
irrespective  of  whether  its  exercise 


was  or  could  have  been  at  issue  in 
foe  present  case. 

For  that  reason  alone  the  review 
by  foe  inspector  did  not  of  itself 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  article  6 
of  the  Convention,  despite  the 
existence  of  various  safeguards 
customarily  associated  with  an 
"independent  and  impartial 
tribunal." 

2  Review  by  the  High  Court 

Following  foe  inspectors  de¬ 
cision.  Mr  Bryan  appealed  to  the 
High  Court  The  notice  of  appeal 
included  a  challenge  to  foe  inspec¬ 
tor's  findings  of  fact,  under  section 
174(2) (b)  of  foe  1990  Act  but  that 
ground  was  not  pursued  at  foe 
hearing  in  foe  High  Court 

As  was  explained  in  Albert  and 
Le  Compte  v  Belgium  (February 
10.  1983.  Series  A  No  58  p!6 
paragraph  29).  even  where  an 
adjudicatory  body  determining 
disputes  over  "civil  rights  and 
obligations"  did  not  comply  with 
artide  6.1  m  some  respect,  no 
violation  of  foe  Convention  could 
be  found  if  the  proceedings  before 
that  body  were  “subject  ro  sub¬ 
sequent  control  by  a  judicial  body 
that  has  full  jurisdiction  -and  does 
provide  the  guarantees  of  article 
6.1". 

The  issue  in  foe  present  case  was 
whether  the  High  Court  satisfied 
the  requirements  of  article  6.1  as 
far  as  foe  scope  of  its  jurisdiction 
was  concerned. 

The  Court  noted  that  foe  appeal 
to  foe  High  Court,  being  on  points 
of  law.  was  not  capable  of  embrac¬ 
ing  all  aspects  of  the  inspector's 
decision  concerning  the  enforce¬ 
ment  notice  served  on  Mr  Bryan. 

In  particular,  as  was  not  infre¬ 
quently  foe  case  in  relation  to 
administrative-law  appeals  in  foe 
Council  of  Europe  member  states, 
there  was  no  rehearing  as  such  of 
foe  original  complaints  submitted 
to  the  inspector,  foe  High  Court 
could  not  substitute  its  own  de¬ 
cision  on  the  merits  for  that  of  the 
inspector:  and  its  jurisdiction  over 
the  Tarts  was  limited. 

However,  apart  from  the  classic 
grounds  of  unlawfulness  under 


English  law.  going  to  such  issues 
as  fairness,  procedural  propriety, 
independence  and  impartiality,  foe 
inspector's  derision  could  have 
been  quashed  by  the  High  Court  if 
it  had  been  made  by  reference  to 
irrelevant  factors  or  without  re¬ 
gard  to  relevant  factors;  of  if  foe 
evidence  relied  on  by  the  inspector 
was  not  capable  of  supporting  a 
finding  of  fact;  or  if  the  derision 
was  based  on  an  in ferai ce  from 
facts  which  was  perverse  or  ir¬ 
rational  in  foe  sense  that  no 
inspector  properly  directing  him¬ 
self  would  have  drawn  such  an 
inference. 

Furthermore,  in  assessing  die 
sufficiency  of  the  review  available 
to  Mr  Bryan  on  appeal  to  the  High 
Court,  it  was  necessary  to  have 
regard  to  matters  such  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  decision  ap¬ 
pealed  against,  foe  manner  in 
which  that  decision  was  arrived  at, 
and  foe  content  of  foe  dispute, 
including  the  desired  and  actual 
grounds  of  appeal. 

In  that  connection  the  Court 
would  once  more  refer  to  foe 
uncontesied  safeguards  attending 
the  procedure  before  the  inspector, 
foe  quasi-judidal  character  of  foe 
decision-making  process:  the  duly 
incumbent  on  each  inspector  to 
exercise  independent  judgment; 
foe  requirement  that  inspectors 
mast  not  be  subject  to  any  im¬ 
proper  influence:  the  staled  mis¬ 
sion  of  foe  inspectorate  to  uphold 
the  principles  of  openness,  fairness 
and  impartiality. 

Further,  any  alleged  short¬ 
coming  in  relation  to  these  safe¬ 
guards  could  have  been  subject  to 
review  by  foe  High  Coon. 

In  foe  present  case  there  was  no 
dispute  as  to  the  primary  facts. 
Nor  was  any  chailenge  made  at  foe 
hearing  in  foe  High  Court  to  the 
factual  inferences  drawn  by  foe 
inspector,  following  the  abandon- 
mait  by  the  applicant  of  his 
objection  io  foe  inspector's  rcason- 

iSLU.r^Cr  scction  174<2)fo]  of  the 
IWU  Art 

The  High  Court  had  jurisdiction 
to  entertain  the  remaining 


grounds  of  the  applicant's  appeal, 
and  his  submissions  were  ade¬ 
quately  dealt  with  point  by  point 

Those  submissions,  as  the  Com¬ 
mission  noted,  went  essentially  to 
questions  involving  a  panoply  of 
policy  matters  such  '  as  dev¬ 
elopment  plans,  and  foe  fact  that 
the  property  was  situated  in  a 
green  belt  and  a  conservation  area. 

Furthermore,  even  if  the  ap¬ 
plicant  had  sought  to  pursue.his. 
appeal  under  section  174®(b).  the 
Ojurt  noted  that  while  the  High 
Court  could  nor  have  substituted 
its  own  findings  of  fact  for  those  of 
the  inspector,  it  would  have  had 
the  power  to  satisfy  itself  that  foe 
inspector’s  findings  of  fact  or  foe 
inferences  based  on  them  were 
neither  perverse  nor  irrational. 

Such  an  approach  by  an  appeal 
tribunal  on  questions  of  fart  could 
reasonably  be  experted  in 
specialised  areas  of  the  law  such  as 
the  one  at  issue,  particularly  where 
the  farts  had  already  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  course  of  a  quasi-- 
judicial  procedure  governed  fry 
many  of  foe  safeguards  required 
by  article  6.L 

It  was  also  frequently  a  feature 
in  foe  systems  of  judicial  control  of, 
administrative  decisions  found 
throughout  the  Council  of  Europe 
member  states. 

Indeed,  in  the  instant  case,  foe  " 
subject-matter  of  the  contested 
decision  by  the  inspector  was  a  ’ 
typical  example  of  the  exercise  of 
discretionary  judgment  in  the 
regulation  of  citizens*  conduct  in  • 
the  sphere  of  town  and  country 
planning. 

The  scope  of  review  of  the  High 
Court  was  therefore  sufficient  at 
comply  with  Article  6.1. 

3  Conclusion 

Having  regard  to  the  foregoing 
considerations,  foe  Court  con¬ 
cluded  unanimously  thatthe  rem¬ 
edies  available  io  the  applicant  in 
relation  to  his  complaints  satisfied 
the  requirements  of  article  6.1  of 

the  Convention 

There  had  accordingly  been  no  ■ 
violation  of  that  provision  in  the 
present  case. 
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THE  TTMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  3  ]995 


ADRAN  ADDYSG 

SWYDDOG  ADDYSG  - 
YSGOLION 

£25,020  -£26£02 

(Cynnigir  graddfa  cyflog  mrcfe  o  dan  Hud 
jungylchiaAw  artcgnjg) 

Yn  gyfrifoJ  i’r  Cyfarwyddwr  am  gyflawni 
cyfrifoldebau  statudol  yr  Awdurdod  o  safowynt 
cefnogi  ysgolion  a  monitro  salon. 

Disgwylir  i  ddeilydd  y  swydd  fod  yn  berson 
graddediggyda  phrofiad  dysgu  ynghyri  a  phrofiad 


o  weinyddiaeth  a  rheolaeth  yn  y  sector  addysg. 
Mae’r  galiu  i  gyfethrebu’n  efiefthiol  yn  y 
Gymraeg  a'r  Saesneg  yn  faanfodoL 

Sylwer  fod  codiadau  cyflog  tn  mewn  i  raddfa  y 
swydd  yn  ddibynnol  ar  betfformiad. 

Bydd  deflydd  y  swydd  uchod  yn  cad  ei  dynodTn 
ddefnyddiwr  car  ac  yn  dexbyn  y  Mans  priodoL 

DYDDIAD  CAU: 

Canoi  dydd,  Dydd  Mercber,  20  Rhagfyr,  1995 
Gaflwch  sicrbau  Surflen  gais  a  phecyn 
gwybodaeth  drwy  gysyUtu  a'r  Adian  Stafi/ 
Gwasanaethau  Rheoli,  Cyngor  Bwrdeistrcf  Ynys 
Mon,  ar  (01248)  750057  estyniad  504. 

Dylid  dychwelyd  Surflenni  cais  at  I  wan  Rees, 
Cyferwyddfeyddwr  Cyngor  Bwideistrcf  Ynys 
Mon,  Llangefni,  Ynys  Mon. 

Afae'r  ddau  Awdurdod  presennol  wedi  eu 
ymrwymo  i  gyfle  cyfartai  oddi  fewn  gwaith 


DIRECTORATE  OF  EDUCATION 

EDUCATION  OFFICER  - 
SCHOOLS 

asjm-as&n 

(A  higher  salary  scale  may  be  offered  under  . 
apedal  rfir—itanu  Q 

Responsible  to  the  Director  far  foe  discharge  of 
foe  Authority’s  statutory  responsibilities  in 
relation  to  supporting  schools  and  monitoring 
quality. 

The  postholder  must  possess  a  degree,  teaching 
experience  and  administration  and  management 
experience  within  the  education  sector.  The 
ability  to  communicate  effectively  in  Welsh  and 

Rnglish  is 

Please  note  that  incremental  awards  within  foe 
scale  are  performance  related  for  foe  above  post. 
The  holder  of  foe  above  post  will  be  a  designated 
car  user  and  will  receive  the  appropriate 
allowance. 

CLOSING  DATE: 

Noon,  Wednesday,  20th  December,  1995 
Yon  can  obtain  an  application  form  and 
information  pack  by  contacting  the  Personnel/ 
Management  Services  Department,  Isle  of 
Anglesey  Borough  Council  on  (01248)  750057 
extension  504. 

Application  forms  should  be  returned  to  Iwan 
Rees,  Director  of  Central  Services,  Anglesey 
County  Council,  c/o  Isle  of  Anglesey  Borough 
Cooncfl  Offices,  Llangefni,  Isle  of  Anglesey. 
Both  the  existing  authorities  are  committed  to 
the  equality  of  opportunity  within  Employment. 


Girls'  Pubfic  Day  School  Trust 


Education  Adviser 

Competitive  Salary  (Heads  Scale)  St  James’s  Park,  London 

Tbe  Girls’  Public  Day  School  Trust  has  25  schools,  some  19,000  pupils,  and  is  the 
largest  group  of  independent  schools  in  the  UK,  with  an  income  of  c.£70  million. 
Founded  in  1872,  it  has  charitable  status  and  aims  to  provide  an  education  of  die 
highest  quality  for  girls  of  intellectual  ability,  at  an  affordable  cost. 


THE  POST 

♦  Advise  [he  Heads  of  the  schools  and  the 
Council  of  the  Trust  on  educational 
initiatives  and  legislation,  curricular 
developments  and  strategic  planning. 

♦  Manage  the  Trust's  Education 
Committees  and  conferences  and  centrally 
provided  in-service  training. 

♦  Liaise  with  the  Inspectorate  and  relevant 
external  agencies,  and  speak  for  the  Trust 
on  educational  matters. 


QUALIFICATIONS 

♦  A  widely  experienced  educationalist  e.g. 
senior  HMI,  Local  Authority  Officer, 
Teacher  Education  Specialist,  or  a  senior 
Head  who  has  contributed  to  primary  and 
secondary  development  at  a  national  level. 

*  Ability  to  command  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  Heads  of  successful  schools, 
whilst  being  sensitive  to  their  autonomy. 

fo  A  clear  concise  and  authoritative 
communicator  able  to  provide  effective 


support  and  advice  at  aU  levels. 

Please  send  full  cv,  seating  salary,  by  20th  December  1995,  ref  IHP3396T,  to 
NBS,  54  Jermyn  Street,  London  SWI Y  6 LX 


N  B  SELECTION  LTD 

a  RNB  Resources  pk 
company 


N-B-S 


London  C17I  493  2223 
Aberdeen*  Birmingham •  Bristol ■  City 
Edinburgh  ■  GUsgow  ■  Leeds  •  London 
Minchrcicr  •  Slouph  •  Madrid  •  Paris 


COURSES 


For  a  better  job,  choose  a  better  college. 


IBTA  accreditation  gives  you  the  assurance  of  excellence,  because  membership  is  only  awarded 
to  those  colleges  that  maintain  the  highest  standards  in  business  and  secretarial  training. 
Courses  are  starting  in  January  *96  at 

all  of  the  following:  North  of  England  CoBege,  Leeds 

French  Institute,  London  Basil  Paterson  College,  Edinburgh 

Oxford  Business  College  Oxford  &  County  Business  College 

Office  Skills  Centre,  London  Queen’s  Marlborough  College,  Cambridge 

Cambridge  Secretarial  College  Purtey  School  of  Commerce  &  Languages 

Lucie  Clayton  College,  London  Queen’s  Business  &  Secretarial  Colege,  London 


For  details  call  the  Information  Hotline  0171  584  3657 


DAVIES  LAING  &  DICK 

1996  Sixth  Form  Entry 

Wide  range  of  A  Level  subjects  + 

Film  Making,  Drama,  Sport,  Photography 
Foreign  Languages  at  Work 

Phone  for  a  prospectus  and  appointment  to  visit  DLD. 

The  college  is  open  during  Che  school  holidays. 

DLD 

1 0  PEMBRIDGE  SQUARE.  LONDON  W2  4ED 
Tel:  0171  727  2797 


Meet  the  growing  need 


STUDY  LANGUAGES 
IN  EUROPE 

fenpm  canes  drovl,  tar  fauskeu 
i  plasm  d  qa  -  Wrtoj 
NTBCNE  flWCH  H  ROMS 
Wte  can  tab  jai  M  la  am  Irnw 
ynr  pnrol  nqWmfc 


CSCT  c  Europe's  largest  independent 
counselling  training  organisation.  All  of 
our  courses  are  validated  by  die  Associated 
Examining  Board. 

Courses  start  on  29th  January. 

To  find  out  more  abour  CSCT  training  for 
counselling  call  freephone  0800  243  463  or 
write  to  the  address  below. 


I  will  be 
a  writer. 


Full  time,  evening  and  home  study  for 
all  Creative  Writing  and  Journalism. 
If  you’ve  got  the  win,  we've  got  the  way. 
THE  LONDON  SCHOOL  OF  JOURNALISM 
NRT,  22  Upbrook  Mews,  London  W2  3HG 
Teh  0171  706  3790  Fax:  0171  706  3780 


LLB  or  Dip  Law 

Full-Time,  Part-Time,  Home-Study 


•  Next  fun-time 
course:  January  1996 

•  Transfers  from  other 
universities  accepted 
with  advanced  standing 

•  Degree  level  entry 
reduces  course  length 

•  Diploma  scheme 
enables  you  to  take  one 
subject  at  a  time 


For  further  Information  contact  the  Registrar 

Hofbom  College 

Dept  T  200  Greyhound  Road,  London  W14  9RY 
telephone  0171  385  3377  Fax  0171  381  3377 


LEVELS  &  GCSE^^V^ 

Interviewing  now  for  1996  entry 

COLLINGHAM1 

CHRISTMAS  &  EASTER  REVISION 

L  TEL:  0171-244  7414  J 

23  CoDmgham  Cardens 
London  SW5  OH  L 


Leam  a  Language  an  Locatiat 
Reims  mNkx  •  Afcnfch  •  Bmeebna  m  Hotooce 
krtenswa.  Bon  Radshn  aid  HOSday  corses 
flom2  waste  to  Smenfts 

CaB  for yexr  hoe  brochure 
~^71)  0013660 


The  funding  Agency  for  Schools  has  been  In  business  since  April 
1994.  It  has  responsibility  for  funding  and  planning  almost  1 1 00 
grant-maintained  schools.  These  are  the  schools  which  have 
opted  out  of  their  local  education  authorities  (LEAs). 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNING 

£25  -  £3Sk  York 


The  Agency’s  Planning  Directorate,  usually  In  partnership  with  the 
LEA.  has  responsibility  for  the  planning  of  school  places  In  almost 
50  of  the  109  local  authority  areas  In  England.  This  means  working 
with  LEAs  and  schools,  to  ensure  a  sufficient  supply  of  school 
places  and  to  help  GM  schools  develop  to  meet  the  needs  of  their 
local  communities. 

Although  fork-based,  the  seven  planning  teams,  aD  headed  tty 
Assistant  Directors,  spend  much  of  their  time  In  their  respective 
areas. 

We  are  seeking  to  recruit  a  new  Assistant  Director  of  Planning. 
He/she  will  have  responsibility  for  a  team  of  five  planners  and  wOi 
report  to  the  Direct™1  of  Planning, 

The  successful  candidate  will  have  significant  experience  of 
education  organisation  and  planning,  probably  in  relation  to 
schools,  and  typically  gained  In  a  local  education  authority  He  or 
she  wiO  be  able  to  grasp  -  and  work  wtthin  -  a  complex  legislative 
framework;  to  produce  well -argued  analyses;  to  establish 
productive  working  relationships  wtth  GM  schools  and  LEAs,  and 
to  present  well  to  varying  audiences.  The  work  wffl  Involve 
extensive  travel  and  overnight  stays. 

for  an  Informal  efiscussfon  please  ring  faclde  fameU  on  (01904) 
661405.  Application  form  and  feather  details  available  from 
Laora  Murray  ’(Personnel  and  Services  Directorate)  on  01904 
661665  (24  hour  answer  phone).  Closing  date:  3  January  1996. 
Interviews  wffl  be  held  wtthin  two  weeks  of  that  date. 


Funding  Agency 
for  Schools 


7InfMvAgn)’tarScfBa& 
is  an  actual  appcrtunSfes  amp/oyar 


UNIVERSITY  APPOINTMENTS 


The  University  of  Bergen 
Faculty  of  Social  Sciences 

CHAIR 

Applications  are  invited  for  a  vacant  chair  in  Administration  and 
Organisational  Sciences  at  the  University  of  Bergen.  Salary  scale  is 
level  SI  (NOK  313.231  per  annum).  Further  information  is 
obtainable  from  senior  consultant  Arae  Salbu,  department  of 
Administration  and  organisational  science,  tel:  +47  55  21  28  30, 
fax  +47  55  32  12  89.  Letter  of  application  should  be  sent  by 
January  20  1 996,  to  Tbe  University  of  Bergen.  Faculty  of  Social 
Sciences,  N-5020  Bergen,  Norway. 

More  information,  the  guidelines  and  a  description  of  the  position 
may  be  obtained  from  the  above  address,  phone  +47  55  58  90  56,  or 
by  fax  +47  55  58  90  52. 


COURSES 


HiminN  UNIVERSITY 

1.  USA  IN  LONDON 

ACCREDITED  US  DEGREE  COURSES 
COMMENCE  JANUARY  1994 

Colt  /Fox  note  for  Brochure  &  Campus  Tour 

■  BOA  •  F oil/ p*n -time,  jnd  ‘fin  track'  Executive 

(weekend)  programmes 

■  &S-  Business  (areas  or  concentration  Include 

International  Business)  and  Computer 
Information  Systems 

■  BLA-  Art.  Humanities.  International  Relations 

■  Diploma  &  Certificate  tn  Management  Studies 

(fall/ pan- rime) 

■  Chartered  Institute  of  Banking/Mirkethtg 

Internships.  UK  end  abroad.  aBdtsdottaes 
AduMootOtiice.  58  Princes  Gate.  London  SW7  ZPti. 

TEL:  8171-581 4899/8171-584  96M  FAX:  8171-58?  948* 


Queen’s  Business  & 
Secretarial  Training 

LONDON  *  CAMBRIDGE 

Intensive  3  &  6  month  Certificate  and  Diploma 
courses  commence  January  1996.  Residential  accom¬ 
modation  and  exclusive  Job  Placement  Service  available. 

Loudon:  Queen's  Business  &  Secretarial  College 

24-  Quccnsbcny  Pbcc,  London  SW7  2DS 
Telephone:  0171  589  8583 
Cambridge:  Queen's  Marlborough  College 

Bateman  Street,  Cambridge  CB2  ILU 
Telephone:  01223  367016 


EASTER  REVISION 


EASTER  COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

A  LEVEL  &  GCSE 

For  a  prospectus  call: 
01885  242670/246119 
Cbwwtrfl  Tutor* 
Grayfriare 
Oxford,  0X1  1LD 


COURSES 


Top  Business 

Career  Skills 


•  i  G  Or  9  monlD  OTiTsei 

•  Cimijmni  rtlBimteag 

•'  DTP.  Sprcahteftsa  CWtOM 

•  MwfcatagflWaEartjBpHgei 

•  Practical  vwtcxpcriracc 


BENENDEN 

SCHOOL 

Assistant  Head/ 
Director  of  Residence 

Applications  are  invited  for  this  senior  residential  post 
following  the  appointment  of  Jill  Hoxsbingh  as 
Headmistress  of  the  Godolphin  Sdiool,  Salisbury, 
with  effect  from  September  1996. 

The  Assistant  Head /Director  of  Residence  reports 
directly  to  the  Headmistress  and  carries  speafic 
_ (nr  rtip  manatremen  t  of  pastoral  care 


and  residential  life  at  Benenden  SchooL 
APPLICATIONS  SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  THE 
HEADMISTRESS  BY  MONDAY,  18  JANUARY  1996 

Further  details  of  this  post  and  an  application  form 
may  be  obtained  from 
The  Headmistress,  Benenden  School, 
Cranbrook  Kent  TN17  4AA 
Telephone  (0158(9  240592  fax  (01580)  240280 

1TiwliilTrrt^TTrr~~‘f  **J‘*~*~^*~~*,*****4t,ni1  nltlMtllllr<ti»— VWW 


UNIVERSITY  APPOINTMENTS  _  _ 

The  University  of  Bergen 
Department  of  English 

CHAIR  OF  BRITISH  LITERATURE 

Tbe  University  of  Bergen,  Norway,  invites  applications  for  a  chair 
in  British  literature  at  the  Department  of  English. 

Details  of  the  subject  area  and  responsibilities  involved,  and 
instructions  for  submission  of  application  and  samples  of  scholarly 
work  may  be  obtained  on  request  from  the  Secretariat,  The  Faculty 
of  Arts,  University  of  Bergen,  N-5020  Bergen,  Norway 

Contact  person  at  the  Department  of  English  is  Mr  Henning 
M&lsnes,  Chief  Executive  Officer,  telephone  +47  55  58  20  60. 


Application  deadline:  January  20  1996 


EDUCATION 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

tHE^R^TIMES 

MBA  Courses  Feature 
The  Sunday  Times  -  28th  January  1996 . 

MBA  Courses  Supplement 
The  Times  -  Monday  29fli  January  1996 

The  Times  and  The  Smtday  Tiroes  wffl  publish  an  Joint  MBA  Courses 
feature  on  Sunday  28ft  January  with  a  16  page  tabloid  MBA 
Supplement  on  Mood  ay  29ft  January  1996. 

These  features  offer  a  well  established  and  hugbly  successful 
advertising  environment  together  with  unrivalled  readership  in  which  to 
advertise  your  management  programmes. 

For  further  fatfomraftm  abort  these  features 
please  contact  Simon  MalBnsoo  on: 

Tat  6171  782  731Su  Far  0171  782  7899 


COURSES 


London  El&cJrcsnic  Arts 

VIDEO  &  MEDIA 
TRAINING 


Video  Production 
2-M.-.chine  Editing 
3  n«ichmc  Editing 
Nun  lm;3r  Editing 

r.';uiii-r.T&cii«i 


JANUARY  START 


It's  Not  Too  Late  for 

JANUARY  1996 


■  BAmtMScitvmunMm* B— ara» 


rtaa—rUtftfJUMt 
4am  fa  BanptauUkt  PSA 


GERMAN 
Intensive  Courses 

8  Jan  -  2  Feb 

at  the  German  Cultural  Centre 

GOETHE  §0 
1NSTITUT  ^0  LONDON 

50  Princes  Gale  on  Exhibition  Rd, 
London  SW7  2PH 

Tel:  0171-411  3451 
Fax:  0171-581  0974 


INDEPENDENT  EDUCATION 


f  WESTMINSTER  ABBEY 
CHOIR 

Director  MARTIN  NEAR  Y 

We  are  currently  auditioning  boys  (aged  7-9)  far  this  vrorid 
famous  Choir  to  replace  tbe  lea  bojya  we  shall  lose  in  Jnh  aod  the 
next  Voire  Trad  wffl  be  on  ftbruaxy  14th,  1996. 

Tbe  Abbey  »  now  the  only  choral  ft*™***™  in  the  country 
running  a  school  mend  aickaiveN  far  its  chorister.  With  its 
arnaO  das see  and  generous  achobndsps,  tbe  opportunity  far  a 

rnnoLml  boy  ii  wnfriwul 

Fbr  further  riatafla  of  tha  mriqae.  recently  refarfafabed  School, 


eoBBettM  Woodcock  on  0171497  7453, 
fax  0171 4S7  7425 

or  writ*  ta  IIS,  ASIA  Ktgtia’i  CaiUft, 
Regnmfj  Park,  LomJoo  NW1  4NS 


Cit'  American  Alternative  1 


UNIVERSITY  APPOINTMENTS 


UGF1 

NORWICH 


CHAIR  IN  THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS  OF  THE 
ASIA-PACIFIC  REGION 
CHAIR  IN  POLITICS 


Applications  are  invited  for  these  two  senior  appointments 
in  the  School  of  Economic  and  Social  Studies. 

Tbe  Chair  in  [be  International  Relations  of  die  Asia- Pacific 
Region  provides  an  opportunity  for  an  energetic  scholar  to 
play  a  central  role  in  die  University's  new  Asia-Pacific 
Initiative.  Candidates  will  have  proven  research  and 
teaching  expertise,  and  linguistic  abilities,  in  Asia-Pacific 
studies.  Other  candidates  willing  to  develop  research 
initiatives  in  this  region  ate  also  encouraged  to  apply. 

Tbe  Chair  in  Politics  will  succeed  Professor  Richard 
Bd ferny.  Candidates  wfl]  be  expected  to  have  expertise  in 
one  of  tbe  following  areas:  Political  Theory .  Comparative 
Politics  (particularly  focused  on  Europe),  and  Public 
Policy.  Candidates  with  other  areas  of  expertise  will  also 
be  carefully  considered. 

Tbe  appointments  are  immediately  available,  and  tbe 
University  hopes  to  make  appointments  from  as  early  a 
date  as  possible.  Salary  win  be  negotiable  within  [he 
professorial  salary  range,  minimum  £32£00  per  annum. 

Further  details  and  application  forms  should  be 
ohfainrd  from  Mr  M  G  E  Paulsoo-Ellis,  Registrar  and 
Secretary,  University  of  East  Anglia,  Norwich 
NK4  7TJ,  (telephone  01603  593448}.  dosing  date 
Friday  19  January  1996b  Please  quote  references  AC88 
(International  Relations)  and  AC87  (Polities). 

UEA  is  commuted  to  excellence  fir  education  and 
research  and  to  cqnaBty  ^opportunity  for  aB- 


The  Headaasfrr.  Gordon  Boland- Adams. 
Westminster  Abbey  Choir  School, 

Dean's  Yard. 

Loadan  8W1P  SNY 
Teh  0171  222  6161 


CHARTERHOUSE 

1996 

FOUNDATION,  ATTENBOROUGH, 
AND  NEWTON 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

(For  entry  at  13  and  into  the  Sixth  Form) 

Apply  now  for  details  to: 

Admissions  Registrar, 
Charterhouse,  Godaiming,  GU7  2DX 

Tel:  01483  291501,  Fax:  01483  291507 

Charterhouse  is  a  registered  charity 
far  the  purpose  of  providing  education. 
Registered  Charity  number  312054 


.  It's  Not  Too  Late! 

for  January  '96 

Fed  up  after  junr  fim  term! 
Yawning  about  joor  year  not? 

gyw’tr^yoraticrodhMni  m  abM. 

take  ap  the  chaBeugecf 
oar  badness  degrees 

cdl  Benia  Doafaeifey  M 
0  m  487 7507 
fox 0177 487 7425 
or  ante  te  B8,  BBS  Imdem 
tesmftCoBe&BegnftPait 
Lo*4*aNW14NS 


»  BISHOP’S 
STORTFORD 
COLLEGE 

HMC/IAPS  Co-edncatioaal 
Boarding  Day  School  (4-1© 

Appointment  of 


BURSAR 


ALL  BOX  NUMBER  REPLIES  SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED  TO:  BOX  No _ _ 

c/o  THE  TIMES  NEWSPAPERS 
P.0.  BOX  3553,  VIRGINIA  ST, 
LONDON,  El  9GA 


The  GovmuBg  Council  mvite  application 
Po«rf  Burear  and  Clerk  to  the  Gover 

succeed  Mr  DJKdway,  who  retires  in  A*w« 

r°L5rther  detafls  "d  application  form 

contact 

Tbe  Headmaster's  Secretary, 
Shop's  Stortford  CoSege, ' 

10  Maze  Green  Road, 
Bishop's  Stortford, 

Herts  CM23  2QZ. 

(Tet  01279  758575). 


losing  date  for  applications:  18  December  1995. 

Batop's  S tartford  CoIlege  provides  education  for 
cniklr«J  and  is  a  Registered  Charity  (No  31 1057) 


EDUCATION 


Surviving  without  assistance 


Hugh  Thompson 

on  the  likely 
impact  of  LabouuT 
plans  to  scrap 
assisted  places 

Some  independent  schools  get 
as  many  as  half  of  their 
pupils  on  the  assisted  places 
scheme.  So  how  will  they 
handle  the  ending  of  the  system  if 
Labour  wins  the  next  election? 

The  30,000  assisted  places  would 
double  under  a  new  Conservative 
government.  Under  Labour  they 
would  eventually  disappear  altogeth¬ 
er  .  But  no  matter  who  wins,  indepen¬ 
dent  schools  will  survive. 

Some  schools  in  areas  such  as 
Cambridgeshire  and  Merseyside 
admit  there  may  have  to  take  fewer 
pupils.  Others  point  to  the  four 
children  who  compete  for  every  fee¬ 
paying  place  as  proof  that  the  market 
will  pick  up  any  slack.  The  rest  Teel 
they  will  be  able  to  raise  money  for 
more  scholarships  and  little  will, 
change. 

Irene  Bannister,  deputy  head  of 
King  Edward  VI  School  for  Girls  in 
Birmingham,  says:  “I  think  the 
governors  would  keep  the  assisted 
places  going  for  as  long  as  possible 
through  money  from  the  school’s 
own  foundation.  At  present  we  have 
about  120  of  our  550  girls  on  the 
scheme.  However,  no  purse  is  bot¬ 
tomless  and  there  may  be  a  time 
when  we  would  have  to  take  in  more 
fee-payers." 

Manchester  Grammar  School  al¬ 
ready  has  several  applicants  for  every 
place.  If  all  Labour’s  education 
policies  were  carried  through,  it 
would  mean  the  end  not  only  of 
assisted  places  but  also  of  selection  at 
nearby  stale  grammar  schools  in 
Altrincham  and  Trafford. 

Dr  Martin  Stephen.  High  Master 
of  MGS .  says-.  “We  would  get  some  of 
the  boys  who  traditionally  would 
have  gone  to  the  other  schools. 
Whatever  happens,  we  wouldn't  have 
a  numbers  problem  —  we  are  never 
short  of  applicants. 

“The  majn  point  about  assisted 
places  is  not  that  they  boost  your 
numbers  bur  they  improve  the  social 
mix.  The  scheme,  which  accounts  for 
280  out  of  our  1.500  students,  makes 
the  school  less  socially  elitist.  Without 
it  we  would  be  selecting  not  only  on 


ANDY  WATTS 


.1 


gif  • 


mZ: 


t 


V 


jy 


Bradford  Grammar  School,  with  250  assisted  places  out  of  1,000,  has  been  running  a  fundraising  scheme  to  create  20  scholarships 


have  problems  in  making  up  its  520 
assisted  places  —  that  is  half  the 
school  —  is  Wisbech  Grammar, 
which  is  isolated  in  the  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Fens.  The  head.  Rohm  Repper. 
says:  "We  would  certainly  lose  some 
of  our  strong  local  connections 
because  we  would  have  to  cast  our  net 
far  further.  We  may  also  have 
problems  filling  eveiy  place.  How¬ 
ever.  several  local  charities,  including 
the  legacy  of  one  wealthy  old  boy. 
have  promised  support  It  is  another 
challenge  that  this  school  will  face  — 
we  have  been  threatened  before." 

Liverpool  College,  with  190  assisted 
places  out  of  1.000.  had  174  children 
taking  the  exam  last  year  for  40 
places.  The  school  believes  that  in 


academic  potential  but  also  on  social .  terms  of  numbers  there  will  be  little 


class.  It  would  be  an  irony  if  a  Labour 
government  forced  this  on  us." 

One  school  which  many  felt  might 


problem.  The  head,  Barry  Martin, 
says:  “Other  schools  in  this  area  may 
not  be  in  quite  such  a  fortunate 


position  —  after  all.  Liverpool  is  not 
as  rich  as  London  or  other  cities." 

At  some  schools,  such  as  King’s 
School,  Tynemouth,  the  stare-funded 
scheme  plays  only  a  small  pan. 
While  15  per  cent  of  the  650  secondary 
pupils  have  help  with  theiT  fees,  only 
a  third  are  on  the  state  scheme.  David 
Younger,  the  head,  says:  “There  are 
so  few.  it's  not  a  problem  for  the 
school,  only  for  the  individuals  who 
will  miss  out  in  the  future.  Perhaps 
we  will  provide  a  few  more  scholar¬ 
ships  to  keep  the  mix  the  way  it  is." 

In  nearby  Newcastle,  however, 
one  third  of  the  pupils  at  the 
Dame  Allan’s  school  are  on 
assisted  places.  300  in  all.  Terry 
Willcocks.  the  Principal,  says:  “It  will 
be  a  challenge  filling  the  places  and 
there  may  well  be  difficulties.  How¬ 
ever.  with  nearly  three  pupils  chasing 


every  fee-paying  place  it  shouldn’t  be 
impossible." 

But  many  of  the  statistics  about  the 
number  of  pupils  chasing  places  are 
exaggerated  and  involve  double 
counting. 

In  a  given  area  the  same  four 
pupils  might  take  an  exam  to  get  into 
four  different  schools  and  will  in 
most  cases  find  a  place  at  one  of  the 
schools.  This  means  that  each  place  is 
not  covered  four  times,  even  though 
individual  schools  may  feel  that  this 
is  true. 

Schools  with  the  strength  of 
Bradford  Grammar  School,  which 
has  250  assisted  places  out  of  1.000, 
plan  to  respond,  not  by  taking  those 
who  would  have  failed  before,  but  in 
fundraising  to  create  more  scholar¬ 
ships.  The  head.  David  Smith,  says: 
“When  we  lost  our  direct-grant  status 
we  launched  a  massive  appeal  which 


raised  enough  to  pay  for  20  scholar¬ 
ships  a  year.  We  also  have  existing 
funds  which  could  be  made 
available." 

Despite  all  this  brave  talk,  some 
schools  must  suffer.  Latymer  Upper, 
in  west  London,  has  been  reducing 
the  numbers  of  assisted  places  and 
beefing  up  its  junior  school  to  “soften 
any  blow".  After  all.  30.000  assisted 
places  is  the  equivalent  of  30  large 
city  secondary  schools. 

In  many  urban  catchment  areas 
there  are'  first,  second,  third  and 
fourth  choice  independent  schools.  As 
the  choice  widens  for  fee-payers, 
those  schools  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile 
are  bound  to  feel  the  pinch. 

If  local  charities  are  going  to  be 
called  on  to  support  the  local  educa¬ 
tional  institutions,  other  bodies  such 
as  voluntary  organisations  and  hos¬ 
pitals  must  surely  suffer. 


Paul  Flatter  explains  Oxford’s  role  in  the  promotion  of  Europe  through  a  network  of  leading  universities 


The  club  with  an  eye 
on  the  Continent 


WORLD  FEATURES 


in 


Next  Monday,  the 
heads  of  five  leading 
European  universities 
will  meet  in  Oxford  to  mark 
Bve  years  since  the  conception 
af  a  special  network  aimed  not 
only  at  promoting  scholarly 
links  but  at  educating  a  new 
generation  of  genuinely  pan- 
European  leaders. 

In  its  first  stage,  the 
’Europaeum”  has  involved 
exchanges  of  staff  and  stu- 
ients  and  a  range  of  high-level 
xwiferenees  and  colloquia.  The 
mors  of  the  universities  of 
Bologna,  Bonn,  Leiden,  the 
WceChancellor  of  Oxford  and 
:he  director  of  the  Graduate 
Institute  of  International  Reg¬ 
ions,  in  Geneva,  will  deride 
tow  to  move  the  initiative  on. 

The  original  aim  was  to 
‘contribute  significantly  to  the 
rotation  of  a  modem  and 
leaceful  Europe".  Ultimately, 
t  is  hoped  that  this  will  mean 
he  development  of  an  intema- 
ional  “university  without 
vails",  linking  scholars,  by 
ximputer  and  satellite. 

In  the  short  terra,  however, 
he  group  will  be  seeking  a 
"rench  member,  as  well  as 
leveloping  joint  postgraduate 


programmes,  extending  the 
mobility  of  students  and  estab¬ 
lishing  visiting  professorships. 
Next  year’s  programme  of 
seminars,  lectures  and  sum¬ 
mer  schools  will  include  a 
highly  topical  conference  in 
Geneva  on  limits  to  the  “idea 
of  Europe". 

The  creation  of  the 
Europaeum  reflects  a  desire 
on  the  pan  of  Oxford  and  the 
other  partners  to  investigate 
the  very  basts  of  what  is  meant 
by  Europe,  learning  as  much 
by  continuous,  active  collabor¬ 
ation  as  by  the  traditional 
methods  of  academic  scrutiny 
and  investigation. 

At  Oxford,  the  ideal  has  seen 
tiie  emergence  of  a  vigorous 
new  Institute  of  European 
Studies,  with  a  social  science 
centre  headed  by  Professor 
Jack  Hayward  and  a  law' 
centre  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Basil  Markensis. 
The  university  has  always 
enjoyed  strong  links  with  the 
Continent  Indeed,  history 
suggests  that  it  was  a  band  of 
exiled  French  monks  who 
played  a  role  in  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  foundation.  But  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  Euro-- 


paeum.  as  it  evolves,  will 
greatly  strengthen  these  ties. 

As  Dr  Pfeler  North,  Oxford's 
Vice-Chancellor,  who  chairs 
the  International  Europaeum 
Committee,  says:  “We  hope 
that  the  Europaeum  will  en¬ 
courage  graduates  from  all 
our  institutions  to  develop  a 
wide  European  outlook  —  and 
hopefully  equip  them  to  fill 
positions  of  the  highest  au¬ 
thority  in  the  new  Europe." 

In  May.  Bonn  hosred  a  day 
of  events,  including  a 
round  table  on  European 
affairs  featuring  both  Lord 
Jenkins,  Chancellor  of  Oxford, 
and  Richard  von  Weisacker.  a 
former  President  of  Germany. 
Bonn  also  played  host  to  a 
conference  on  the  enlargement 
of  the  European  Union,  and 
Bologna  put  on  a  summer 
school  for  students  and  aca¬ 
demics  in  law  and  the  social 
sciences. 

Initial  fundraising  tv  two  of 
the  founding  fathers  of  the 
project.  Lord  Weidenfeld  and 
Sir  Ronald  Grierson,  a  former 
head  of  GEC,  made  h  possible 
for  Oxford  to  launch  the 
Europaeum.  Fresh  benefac- 
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Oxford  University  is  to  host  next 'week’s  meeting  of  the  heads  of  the  Europaeum  initiative 


tions  over  the  years  have 
funded  new  posts  and  scholar¬ 
ships.  for  example  bringing 
George  Steiner  to  Oxford  as  a 
visiting  professor  last  year. 

The  UK  often  has  a  bad 
press  in  Europe.  But  whatever 


its  politicians  are  up  to.  it 
seems  very  dear  that  much 
depends  on  initiatives  such  as 
this. 

The  Europaeum  is  not  an 
exclusive  dub:  representatives 
from  many  other  institutions 


participate  in  its  projects.  But 
it  is  an  initiative  that  seeks  to 
go  beyond  merely  formal  ties, 
a  reflection  of  a  kinder,  inte¬ 
grative  new  Europe. 

77ie  author  is  head  of  external 
relations  at  Oxford  University. 


Industry  rises  to  the  Heseltine  challenge 


larional  training 
is  one  thing:  get- 
ipanies  to  partic- 
positively  by 
killed  workforce 
matter-  That  is 
iative  is  to  be 
a  week  to  im- 
ireoess  of  train- 
y. 

the  challenge 
chael  Heseltine 
President  of  the 
je.  the.  National 
mdl  for  Educa- 
■aining  Targets 
xpected  to  an- 
ten  industrial 
arrv  out  a  year- 
ent  of  manage- 
[  levels. 

intent  will  give 
0.000.  matching 
enr  by  industry 
rnd.  The  sectors 


Are  British  firms  setting  themselves  high  enough  training  standards? 
Michael  Hatfield  looks  at  sectors  putting  their  targets  to  the  test 


to  receive  the  award  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  indude  Bus  and 
Coach  Training  Ltd,  the 
Chemical  Industries  Associ¬ 
ation,  CAPTTB  Trust  (the 
clothing  industry  organis¬ 
ation).  the  Engineering  Train¬ 
ing  Authority,  die  Motor 
Industry  Training  Standards 
Council  and  the  Construction 
Industry  Training  Board 
(CITB). 

Behind  the  initiative  lies  an 
awareness  by  both  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  those  involved  in 
promoting  training  that  set¬ 
ting  national  targets  is  not  in 
itself  going  to  raise  skill  levels. 

The  problem  has  to  be  met 
head-on  from  a  more  narrow¬ 


ly  focused  base.  Sectors  that 
have  been  chosen  will  have  to 
research  and  provide  informa¬ 
tion  cot  only  about  where  they 
now  stand  in  skills  training 
but  what  targets  they  expect  to 
achieve  by  the  end  of  the 
century. 

The  challenge  is  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  toe  fact  flat  the 
concept  of  benchmarking  —  in 
which  companies  with  high 
standards  encourage  others  to 
copy  than  —  is  not  suffident  to 
meet  the  national  targets, 
which  were  revised  upwards 
this  year. 

Benchmarking  sets  stan¬ 
dards  in  products  and  new 
technologies  but  has  much  less 


to  do  with  the  skills  of  the 
workforce  and  what  future 
skills  will  be  needed.  And  it  is 
increased  skills  that  will  be 
needed  to  drive  the  new 
Technologies. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  challenge 
will  encourage  employers  to 
set  and  achieve  higher  targets. 
The  Engineering  Training  Au¬ 
thority.  for  example,  sees  the 
funding  as  “a  useful  carrot”  to 
cany  out  an  immediate  re¬ 
search  programme. 

The  construction  industry, 
which  is  still  struggling  to 
climb  oui  of  recession,  has  in 
recent  years  maintained  its 
training  levels,  but  there  are 
marked  differences  in  atti¬ 


tudes.  Of  the  70,000  firms 
registered  with  the  CITB  only 
20  per  cent  have  effective 
training  schemes. 

Bill  Yates,  of  the  CITB,  said 
the  Government  money  would 
help  the  industry  to  plan  its 
future  training  needs  for  the 
time  when  the  economy 
improved. 

The  construction  industry, 
which  represents  6  per  cent  of 
the  national  workforce,  and 
provides  10  per  cent  of  GDP. 
trains  10.000  young  people 
each  year  —  though  nearly  a 
half  Df  them  never  complete 
the  courses.  It  recognises  that 
a  skills  shortage  could  hold 
back  the  hoped-for  recovery 


when  it  occurs.  Lack  of  skills, 
says  Mr  Yates,  could  force  up 
labour  costs. 

It  is  not  labour  costs  that 
Nacett  has  mostly  in  mind. 
One  of  the  driving  forces 
behind  the  challenge  is  dem¬ 
onstrating  that  training  will 
aid  individual  companies  in 
increasing  their  competitive¬ 
ness,  both  domestically  and 
internationally. 

The  ten  sectors  chosen — out 
of  30  which  wanted  to  take  up 
the  challenge  —will  look  at  the 
present  state  of  their  sector, 
assess  skills  gaps  and  training 
nods,  assess  such  issues  as 
European  global  trends.  and 
set  targets  for  their  sector. 

It  is  estimated  that  these 
targets  will  affect  as  many  as 
one  in  five  people  in  the  United 
Kingdom  workforce  by  the 
end  of  next  year. 


Let  children 
see  the  moral 
of  Christmas 

Nativity  plays  should  be  more  than 
mere  tinsel,  suggests  Susan  Elkin 


Last  week  on  this  page. 
Jane  French  made  a 
plea  for  traditional 
Christmas  celebrations  in 
schools.  Indeed,  it  is  a  hard¬ 
hearted  adult  who  remains 
unmoved  by  a  group  of  small 
children  lisping  Away  in  a 
Monger.  The  innocence  of  it 
all  reminds  grown-ups  of  the 
days  when  they  too  were 
captivated  by  romantic  tales 
of  fluffy  lambs,  a  mother  and 
baby,  angels,  kings  and 
shepherds.  How  wefl  I  recall 
the  glow  of  pride  when  my 
elder  son  tapped  his  six-year- 
old  way  on  xylophone 
through  Little  Donkey  in  the 
school  carol  service.  ' 

Of  course  children  should 
learn  the  legends  which  have 
underpinned  European  cul¬ 
ture  for  two  thousand  years. 
Nativity  plays,  carol  services 
and  so  on  serve  ^ _ 
a  purpose.  They 
are  a  long  estab-  trTnpr 
fished  part  of  the 
way  things  are  i 

usually  done  in 
British  schools.  .  prnr 
and  I’m  all  for  C111F 

the  traditional  .I7i 

approach.  unwj 

But  there  is  a  0fr»ri 

problem.  And  SlOlT 

it’s  a  serious  ,A„iiT, 

one.  If  children  TGciUy 

are  led  too  far 
along  the  senti- 
mental  route  complete  with 
banal  accounts  of  the  story, 
pretty  props  and  sugary 
lullabies  then  their  credulity 
is  likely  to  be  short  lived. 
When  the  time  comes  to  “put 
away  childish  things",  al¬ 
most  all  will  jettison  the 
Christmas  story  wholesale 
along  with  Father  Christmas 
and  the  tooth  fairy.  Then 
there  is  nothing  left  but  a 
spiritual  void.  Strip  away  the 
superficial  romance  and 
there  are  no  solid  founda¬ 
tions  there  to  lead  on  to 
mature  adult  perceptions. 

Now.  how  much  you  think 
this  matters  may  depend  on 
where  you  stand  on  the 
spectrum  of  religious  belief 
front  certain  atheism  to  liter¬ 
al  acceptance  of  Biblical 
“truth".  Although  my  own 
position  is  centralist,  inclin¬ 
ing  to  sceptical.  I  believe  — 
and  the  national  curriculum 
concurs  —  that  spiritual 
development  in  children  is  a 
vital  entitlement 
As  with  all  strong  legends 
there  is  a  deal  of  universal, 
irrefutable  truth  in  the 
Christmas  story.  Consider 


There  must 
be  more 
emphasis 
on  what  the 
stories  are 
really  about’ 


the  ruthless  self-interest  of 
Herod  as  opposed  to  the 
symbolic  supernatural  puri¬ 
ty  of  Gabriel  or  the  benevo¬ 
lent  enthusiasm  of  the 
visitors  to  the  stable  at 
Bethlehem.  Surely  the  need 
to  understand  and  reconcile 
the  opposing  forces  of  good 
and  evil  (God  and  the  Devil?) 
is  the  starting  point  for  all 
religious  thought? 

Today's  children  face  a 
troubled  world  which  offers 
them  the  horrors  of  Bosnia, 
the  assassination  of  a  world 
leader  at  a  peace  rally, 
dreadful  murders  in  Britain 
and  so  on.  They  need  help,  as 
perhaps  never  before,  to 
come  to  terms  with  such 
conflicting  traits  of  human 
nature — in  a  thoughtful  way 
which  resists  a  simplistic 
revenge  mentality. 

^ Then  there  are 
family  values 
milSt  and  sense  of 
new  beginning 
nrp  which  always 

comes  with  a 
a  etc  birth.  Also  bur- 

iaalD  ^  ^  Qjjjyj. 

thp  mas  legend, 

X\.  uic  vvith  its  pre-ech- 

,  „rp  oes  of  Easter,  is 

5  alC  the  hard-to-ae- 

i  t,  cept  truth  that 
LlnJUL  every  birth,  in  a 

sense,  ends  with 
a  death.  All  reli¬ 
gions  seek  to  acknowledge, 
explain  and  rationalise  the 
mystery  of  the  oblivion  of 
death. 

There  should  be  much 
more  emphasis  in  schools, 
particularly  at  primary  level, 
on  what  the  stories  are  really 
saying.  There  is  more  than 
one  kind  of  truth  and  teach¬ 
ers  should  be  helping  the 
young  to  grasp  that  Then, 
perhaps,  among  teenagers 
and  adults  there  will  be 
fewer  dismissive  cynics  who. 
having  discarded  the  “child¬ 
ishness"  of  religion  like  a  rite 
of  passage  are  left  unable  to 
think  or  reason  at  any  level 
beyond  the  most  mundane 
and  literal. 

Pretty  nativity  plays  and 
nice  carol  services  have  their 
place  in  the  Christmas  cur¬ 
riculum.  but  it  is  important 
that  our  children  are 
equipped  with  the  basis  for 
mature  thinking  on  matters 
of  spirituality  and  religion. 
Far  more  so  than  that  adults 
should  luxuriate  in  an  annu¬ 
al  nostalgic  wallow  at  little 
ones  warbling  away  in  card¬ 
board  crowns. 
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■  VISUAL  ART 

Wolveriiampton  is 
about  to  ‘enhance 
its  cultural  identity’, 
as  the  city  prepares 
to  be  flooded  by 
artistic  lighting 


■  THEATRE 

Ralph  Steadman 
makes  his  first 
foray  into  theatre  • 
design,  with  sets 
and  costumes  for 
Gulliver's  Travels 


THE! 


[TIMES 


ARTS 


■  MUSIC 

The  London  Musid 
celebrates  the  life  of 
John  Smith  with  a 
world  premiere 
dedicated  to  the 
late  Labour  leader 


[TOMORROW 

Experience  a  ;  ■ : 
Conan  Doyle  - 

conundrum:  the 

tale  of  Sheriock 
Holmes  and  the 
Clocktower  Mystery 


Wolves  ready  to  play  a  blinder 


Deep  in  the 
Black  Country, 
new  light  is  to 
be  shed  on  an 
eager  town,  says 
Guy  Walters 

The  good  burghers  of 
Wolverhampton  have 
agreed  to  be  visited  by 
the  spectre  of  Public 
Art.  In  a  three-year  project 
called  Out  of  Darkness,  many 
of  the  town's  key  buildings  are 
to  be  illuminated  by  the  most 
ingenious  lighting.  The  project 
will  cost  about  £900,000,  and 
will  draw  on  the  talents  of  top 
international  lighting  artists. 

Those  who  believe  that  the 
money  should  be  spent  on 
hospitals  should  note  that  only 
5  per  cent  of  the  funding  has 
come  from  the  local  council. 
The  European  Regional  Dev¬ 
elopment  Fund  has  given 
E207.000  and,  while  about 
£120.000  has  come  from  vari¬ 
ous  trusts,  companies  and 
foundations,  the  major  donor 
was  the  National  Lottery, 
which  gave  E500.000. 

Out  of  Darkness  is  imagina¬ 
tive  and  exciting.  The  council 
and  the  Public  Art  Commis¬ 
sions  Agency  are  making  sure 
that  the  public  has  been  con¬ 
sulted  before  the  first  building 
is  lit  up  next  summer.  Not  for 
Wolverhampton  the  compul¬ 
sory  artistic  injection  some 
other  towns  have  suffered. 

Take  the  case  of  the  School 
Street  carpark.  The  building  is 
a  1960s  monster  a  series  of 
carbuncular  trays  that  domi¬ 
nates  the  southwestern  point 
of  the  town  centre.  Residential 
high-rise  buildings  stand  on 
the  other  side  of  the  adjacent 
ring  road,  and  their  inhabit¬ 
ants  will  be  directly  affected  by 
the  project.  The  artist  selected 
to  light  the  building  is  Tony 
Cooper,  who  plans  to  make  it 
glow  with  red  and  blue  light, 
creating  the  impression  of  a 
three-dimensional  drawing 


A  computer-generated  view  of  how  Wolverhampton  Art  Gallery  will  look  once  artist  Martin  Richman’s  bright  ideas  have  been  put  into  effect 


viewed  without  the  special 
spectacles.  The  high-rise  resi¬ 
dents  were  asked  if  they 
objected:  they  didn't  Indeed, 
many  were  glad  the  eyesore 
was  being  transformed. 

Geoffrey  Wood,  once  a 
sculptor  and  now  deputy  di¬ 
rector  of  PACA,  admits  that  “it 
is  difficult  to  achieve  a  thor¬ 
ough  process  of  consultation''. 
Indeed,  most  of  the  proposals 
for  Out  of  Darkness  are  not 
yet  in  an  exhibitable  form,  but 
they  are  being  worked  on.  “We 
know  mistakes  have  been 
made  before,"  Wood  says,  “but 


here  we  are  going  to  maintain 
a  dialogue  even  after  installa¬ 
tion.  I  feel  that  it  is  all  part  of 
the  generative  process.” 

Because  much  of  Out  of 
Darkness  consists  of  lighting, 
very  little  of  Wolverhampton's 
actual  fabric  will  be  altered. 
Instead,  it  is  the  appearance  of 
that  fabric  which  will  change, 
albeit  only  at  night  The  exhi¬ 
bition  is  not  an  imposition,  but 
more  a  means  of  making  the 
inhabitants  rejoice  in  their 
environment  “We  are  trying 
to  encourage  the  notion  of  a 
'beacon  town',"  Wood  says. 


“When  people  drive  through 
they  will  notice  that  Wolver¬ 
hampton  is  a  little  bit  differ¬ 
ent  "  Is  “beacon  town"  an 
established  term?  ‘No,  I  just 
made  it  up.”  he  says. 

Plans  for  the  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Art  Gallery'  are  perhaps 
the  most  dramatic.  Martin 
Richman's  designs  will  have 
the  building  lit  in  yellow,  and 
the  windows  will  emanate  a 
changing  hue,  from  pink  to 
violet  when  people  walk  by. 
Around  the  base  of  the  build¬ 
ing  there  is  a  natural  moat 
which  will  be  lit  by  a  river  of 


light  that  will  emulate  the  flow 
of  water. 

One  of  the  artists  involved  is 
Peter  Fink,  who  is  lighting  the 
Chubb  Building,  a  sizeable 
Victorian  factory  near  the  ring 
road.  It  has  recently  been 
converted  into  a  multiplex  of 
restaurants,  bars  and  a  cine¬ 
ma.  Fink’s  plan  is  to  install  a 
lighthouse  beam  in  the  tower, 
which  will  intermittently  flash 
across  the  landscape. 

Then,  on  the  floor  of  the 
building,  he  intends  to  embed 
a  series  of  diodes  that  light  up 
behind  a  pedestrian.  When  the 


pedestrian  stops,  the  lights 
will  surround  him. 

Fink  is  also  a  champion  of 
public  consultation-  For  his 
vast  Steel  Wave  in  Newport, 
he  consulted  6.000  people  in 
factories  and  school  s. 

“I  always  speak  to  the 
inhabitants  who  are  affected, 
and  ask  them  what  sort  of 
image  that  they  want  to 
project."  he  says.  “A  lot  of 
artists  are  incapable  of  recog¬ 
nising  that  compromise  is 
another  tool  in  the  box.  After 
all.  the  environment  of  a 
gallery  causes  compromise.” 


PRETENDERS 
The  Isle  OfView 


flj|  tflfes  suoiect  to  tvafebilty  in  partidpwhg  stow 


Big  ideas  shrink 
in  move  from 
page  to  stage 


IT  SOUNDS  terrific  Ralph 
Steadman  designing  Gulli¬ 
vers  Travels.  Indeed,  in 
Theatr  Clwyd’s  foyer  exhi¬ 
bition,  Steadman's  spattery, 
vehemently  imaginative 
costume  sketches  convey 
tire  savage  comedy  of 
Swifrs  satire.  Liilipurs 
small-minded  law  enforcers 
are  morbid  fishmen  in  nar¬ 
row  Victorian  suits  with 
soaring-  top  hats  and  half 
their  bones  showing 
through  their  tailcoats.  A 
Lilliputian  baby  is  a  Bosch 
horror  in  a  perambulator: 
just  a  pink  face  and  match¬ 
ing  posterior  in  the  shape  of 
a  vintage  klaxon,  jammed 
into  a  pram  that  resembles 
the  skeleton  of  a  piscine 
monster. 

Unfortunately,  big  prob¬ 
lems  materialise  in  the 
translation  from  page  to 
stage  in  this  children’s  show 
directed  by  Roger  Redfam. 
Hie  Lilliputians'  exposed 
ribs  are  stencilled  on  fabric 
and  sewn  flappingly  on  to 
their  garments  —  hardly 
gruesome. 

Steadman,  working  for 
theatre  for  the  first  time, 
might  have  thought  more 
practically,  but  the  realisers 
of  his  designs  (Stephen 
Snell  and  Jack  Tripp)  do  not 
folly  lake  up  the  challenge. 
The  Bosch  baby  becomes 
just  a  2-D  cut-out. 

More  fundamentally,  the 
crucial  dilemma  of  how  to 
present  actors  as  giants  and 
homunculi  is.  only  messily 
solved.  Had  you  not  read 
the  book,  you  would  surely 
be  confused  by  the  gigantic 
stripy  foot  that  metonymi- 
cally  stands  for  the  great  big 
Gulliver,  especially  when 
Jack  Klaff.  the  life-size  Gul¬ 
liver  in  black  brogues,  is 
popping  out  of  the  toes  like 
Mother  Hubbard.  This  is 
then  chucked  in  for  scrappy 
video  projection  of  Klaff. 

In  Brobdingnag,  Klaff 
wakes  in  a  huge  teaspoon. 


Gulliver’s 
Travels. 
Theatr  Cbvyd 


but  the  massive  girl; 
GJumdal  ditch  is  an  actress 
fitted  with  4ft  specs' and  a 
stomacher  shaped  as  a 
nose.  Her  overgrown  par¬ 
ents  are  seen  as  6ft  hands. 
These  foam-sculpted  char¬ 
acters  are  stylishly  surreaL 
but  with  heads  poking  out 
of  the  parents’  palms, 
Glurndalclitch’s  species 
suggest  human  beings  not 
so  much  magnified  as  ana¬ 
tomically  scrambled.  Still, 
many  touches  are  a  h dot: 
the  gross  Brobdingnag 
baby  on  stilts;  a  High  Court 
judge  with  a  motorised  cat 
for  a  wig. 

Humphrey  Carpenter’s 
simplifying  and  modern¬ 
ising  adaptation  of  Swifrs 
story  weakens  its  thrust. 
Hie  contemporary  frame 
seems  gimmicky,  with  Gul¬ 
liver  as  a  GP  nor  sparing 
die  time  to  tell  his  daughter 
a  bedtime  story,  then  get¬ 
ting  sucked  into  his  comput¬ 
er's  virtual  reality  to  learn 
his  lesson.  En  route.  Car¬ 
penter  shows  us  the  dread¬ 
ful  perils  of  data-devotion  in 
Laputa,  now  laptop  com¬ 
puter  land.  J 

The  Houyhnhnms  have 
same  bite  as  well.  This 
super-race,  equine-headed 
actors  dragging  bestial  rear 
shanks,  keep  the  Yahoo 
herd  of  penguin-suited  nobs 
with  red-nosed  gallows- 
hoods  for  faces  penned  be¬ 
hind  a  fence  of  bones.  Klaff, 
though  flat  elsewhere,  is 
poignant  for  a  flash  when  a 
Houyhnhnm  reduces  him 
to  begging  fike-a  dog. 

Kate  Bassett 


CLASSICAL  CONCERTS:  Tribute  to  John  Smith;  a  (bad)  taste  of  the  Americas 


SINCE  they  were  appointed 
house  orchestra  for  Rambert 
Dance  Company  in  April 
1994,  London  Musid  have 
been  devising  an  enterprising 
series  of  concerts  of  music, 
song  and  dance,  often  com¬ 
missioning  new  composition 
in  music  and  choreography. 

Hie  last  event  of  the  present 
series  also  mourned  the  loss 
and  celebrated  the  life  of  John 
Smith.  His  widow,  family  and 
a  good  number  of  the  Labour 
Party  faithful  came  to  St 
John's.  Smith  Square  to  hear 
two  world  premieres,  one 
specifically  dedicated  to  the 
late  leader's  memory,  the  oth¬ 
er  a  noble  envoi. 

The  latter,  Julian  Ander¬ 
son’s  Three  Parts  off  the’ 
Ground  was  the  evening's 
focus.  Yet  another  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Purcell  tercentenary 
celebrations,  its  three  move¬ 
ments  shift  from  straight  ar¬ 
rangement.  through  para¬ 
phrase,  to  the  “ambiguous  set 
of  models"  (to  quote  the  aom- 


Lieder  of  the 
opposition 


London  Masici/ 
Stephenson 

St  John’s, 
Smith  Square 


poser),  which  reflect  and  re¬ 
fract  Puree  Ilian  techniques  in 
a  slow  and  haunting  pattern  of 
Pa  vans. 

It  is  in  these  stately  dances 
of  the  third  piece  that  Sara 
Matthews’s  choreography 
comes  into  its  own.  She  an¬ 
swers  their  irregular,  pulsing 
rhythms  —  now  static  and 
iconic;  now  free  flowing  — 
with  the  swooping,  hieratic 


movement  of  an  imagined 
triptych  of  angels. 

Michael  the  victorious,  Ga¬ 
briel  the  governor  and  Rapha¬ 
el  the  healer  were  incarnated 
in  the  bodies  of  Rambert's 
Rafael  BonacheJa,  Kate  Coyne 
and  Steven  Brett  to  a  score 
whose  subtlety  of  rhythm  and 
orchestration  will  doubtless 
one  day  be  heard  to  better 
advantage  un  amplified,  and 
in  a  more  sympathetic  space 
than  the  gallery  of  St  John’s. 

Subtlety  was  dearly  neither 
the  aim  nor  the  achievement  of 
Keith  Burstein's  A  Live  Flame, 
In  Memoriam  John  Smith 
MP.  In  a  broad  amalgam  of 
Elgar  at  his  most  rhetorical 
and  Carl  Davis  at  his  most 


lyrical.  Burstein  sets  extracts 
from  the  poetry  of  Louis 
MacNiece,  Robert  Graves, 
Keats.  Bums  and  Gerard 
Manley  Hopkins  (Smilh's  be¬ 
loved  Inversnaid),  with  scant 
regard  for  die  variety  and 
vigour  of  their  individual 
voices.  Apart  from  a  pause  for 
a  tolling  bell  and  a  shudder  of 
tremolando,  the  voice  of  the 
tenor  Richard  Coxon  floats  its 
almost  continuous  oratory, 
with  a  facility  bordering  on 
the  facile,  over  virtually  un¬ 
changing  textures  and  tem¬ 
pos. 

If  this  was  something  of  a 
missed  opportunity,  then 
Peter  Maxwell  Davies  provid¬ 
ed  a  fine  valediction.  His  An 
Orkney  Wedding,  with  Sun¬ 
rise  once  again  worked  its 
magic,  as  the  blurred  memo¬ 
ries  of  party  and  procession, 
lament  and  laughter  mingle 
and  find  their  apotheosis  in  an 
exuberant,  bag-piping  dawn. 

Hilary  Finch 


Up  the  Amazon  without  a  paddle 


THE  season  for  banality  on 
the  concert  platform  opened 
early  this  year  —  last  week  in 
the  Festival  Hall,  to  be  exact. 
Too  much  good  taste  can  be 
boring,  but  it  was  badly 

needed  in  the  _ 

BBC  Symphony 
Orchestra's  pro¬ 
gramme  of 
music  from  the 
Americas. 

The  evening 
began  with  a 
piece  that,  the  programme 
note  enthused,  has  “some¬ 
times  been  called  Mexico’s 
unofficial  national  anthem". 
Jost£  Pablo  Moncayo’s 
Huapango. 

It  takes  its  name  from  the 
most  popular  of  Mexico's  folk- 
dances.  and  while  the  original 
style  is  something  a  tourist 
might  be  excited  to  discover 
being  played  in  a  back-street 
Acapulco  bar.  Mortcayo's 
piece  sounded  overblown  on 
the  South  Bank. 

Apart  from  a  reliance  on 
strummed  violin  accompani¬ 
ments  to  muted  trumpet 
tunes,  the  orchestration  sug¬ 
gested  that  Moncayo  (1912-58) 
had  a  good  ear  for  colour,  even 
if  it  appears  that  in  harmony 
lessons  he  did  not  prepress  far 
beyond  the  tonic-dominant  re¬ 
lationship. 

Perhaps  the  work's  cause 
was  not  helped  by  theconduci- 


BBC  SO/ 
Diemecke 
Festival  Hall 


ing  of  Enrique  Diemecke,  who 
concentrated  on  proving  affin¬ 
ity  with  his  compatriot’s  music 
by  flicking  his  fops.  His  show- 
off  podium  manner  would 
have  made  Bernstein  look  a 

_  model  of 

sobriety. 

Bernstein  him¬ 
self  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  The 
Age  of  Anxiety, 
his  second  sym¬ 
phony  that  is 
part  piano  concerto.  James 
Tooco  was  a  good  soloist, 
equally  efficient  in  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  elegiac  introspection 
ana  jazzy  outbursts.  Diemecke 
milked  the  Mahlerian  finale 
for  all  it  was  worth,  but  the 
work  needed  a  performance  of 
more  consistent  fervour  to 
succeed. 

Even  with  stiff  competition 
from  Huapango.  the  worst 
piece  oF  the  evening  was  Villa- 
Lobos's  suite  Floresta  do 
A  mazonas.  Nothing  of  the 
Brazilian  composer’s  genius 
shone  through  here,  for  the 
music  is  Hollywood  hootchy- 
kootch,  based  on  the  score  he 
wrote  in  1958  for  the  movie 
Green  Mansions. 

Vast  orchestral  forces  are 
required  for  the  evocations  of 
birdsong,  rushing  wind,  fire, 
animal  cries  and  jungle 
drums,  and  the  piece  also  calls 
For  male  choir  (drawn  from 


the  BBC  Symphony  Chorus) 
and  soprano  soloist  The  Mex¬ 
ican  Maria  Luisa  Tamez.  pos¬ 
sessed  of  a  big,  vibrant  voice, 
gave  a  heartfelt  performance. 

The  BBCSO  played  with 
dedicated  professionalism. 


but  must  have  been  wonder¬ 
ing  who  chose  the  pro¬ 
gramme.  Or,  in  the  words  of 
the  opening  chorus, 
“!7Whyee«6?r. 

John  Aluson 
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Forgetting  the 
1960s:  why  we  are 
not  queueing  to  buy 
the  latest  rarities 
from  Herman’s 
Hermits 
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■  POP2 

American  guitarist 
Joe  Satriani  is 
hardly  a  household 
name,  but  his  new 
album  is  a  work  of 
lean  magnificence 


the 
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■  POP3 

Take  away  the 
obscenities  on  the 
latest  release  by 
the  Outhere 
Brothers  and  there 
isn’t  much  left 


Fg£_gvgry  immortal  Beatles  there  were  a  thousand  1960s  acts  doomed  to  has-been  limbo.  Alan  Jackson  calls  the  roll 


Remember 
when  they 
were  fab? 

Why  is  the  music  indus-  British  invasion  of  the  US  chans. 

try  attempting  to  whip  His  music  hall-style  performances 
us  up  into  a  frenzy  once  on  novelty  chart-toppers  such  as 
aeam  aver  Jnhn  Pant  „  » 


Why  is  the  music  indus¬ 
try  attempting  to  whip 
us  up  into  a  frenzy  once 
again  ewer  John,  Paul, 
George  and  Ringo  instead  of  over 
Dave  Dee,  Dozy,  Beaky.  Mick  and 
Tlch?  Why  is  it  that  the  Animals  are 
still  revered,  but  not  the  Applejacks? 
That  the  current  generation  of  hit- 
makers  pay  homage  to  the  Small 
Faces  and  Springfield  and  nor  to 
"Die  Tremeloes  or  —  Morrissey 
excepted  —  Twinkle?  The  answer  is 
a  cheering  one  Far 
those  who  feel  that 
pop  is  a  game  in  £  PprVl 
which  the  talent-free  •  1  W1J 
but  lucky  ali  too  i  _ 
often  end  up  as  win-  HclVC  T 
ners.  A  look  back  at  -  _ 

those  1960s  artists  the  13 
who.  like  the  Beatles, 
have  achieved  iconic  o  1  or\  tfi , 
status  proves  that  <uau  L11 
almost  anyone  can  j 

have  a  hit,  but  only  Wc  Qc! 
the  gifted  achieve  a  ^ 
place  in  history.  —*«««= 
Which  is  why  we  are  not  queueing 
to  buy  rarities  and  previously 
unreleased  material  by  Herman’s 
Hermits,  one  of  the  pop  world’s  first 
manufactured  groups.  A  collection 
of  five  northwestern  wannabes,  they 
were  fronted  by  a  former  Corona¬ 
tion  Street  bit  player  so  determined¬ 
ly  cute  he  made  Paul  McCartney 
look  surly  by  comparison.  Peter 
Noone  had  the  sort  of  teeth’n  fringe 
combination  latterly  associated  with 
a  Muppet  and,  like  Tommy  Steele 
'j  before  him  and  David  Essex  after, 
'■seined  to  have  an  unswerving, 
unnerving  belief  in  the  potency  of 
his  own  charm-  And  how  tirelessly 
he  deployed  it. 


C  Perhaps  we 
have  not  only 
the  face  but 
also  the  career 
we  deserve  9 


British  invasion  of  the  US  charts. 
His  music  hall-style  performances 
on  novelty  chart-toppers  such  as 
Mrs  Brown.  You’ve  Got  a  Lovely 
Daughter  or  I'm  Henry  VIII.  I  Am. 
owed  more  to  George  Formby  than 
George  Michael,  yet  they  charmed 
an  America  briefly  in  love  with  all 
that  Swinging  England  could  throw 
at  it.  John  Lennon  claimed  famously 
that  the  Beatles  were  bigger  than 
God.  In  the  America  of  1965. 
Herman’s  Hermits  were  more  fam- 

_  ous  than  the  Beatles. 

it  was  a  fleeting  suc- 
1DS  We  cess  stopr.  though - 

r  12  million  records 

rtf  nn1,7  sold  there  that  year. 

UllXy  then  a  rapid  descent 

,  into  cabaret  territory 

IC  DUt  and.  eventually,  re¬ 

placement  in  the 
\  career  public’s  affection  by 

another  fabricated 
0M/0  i|  band,  the  Monkees. 

Cl  VC  /  “I’d  much  rather 

— —  have  been  in  the 

Animals  or  the 
Who."  says  bassist  Carl  Green  in 
the  documentary,  the  latest  in 
producer  Len  Brown's  excellent 
occasional  series.  My  Generation. 
"But  it  was  not  to  be  —  you  take 
what  you’re  given." 

All  the  band  members  seem 
anxious  now  to  assure  us  they  were 
not  as  annoyingly  squeaky-clean  as 
their  publicists  of  the  time  had  us 
believe.  “I  remember  us  wrecking  a 
hotel  room  in  Flint,  Michigan, 
during  Keith  Moon’s  2lst  birthday 
party,"  says  one  almost  wistfully. 

The  programme  implies  that  it 
was  Noone’s  personal  ambition 
which  led  to  the  break-up  of  the 
group.  If  so,  it  is  hardly  the  only 


Cheeky  chappie  Herman  (Peter  Noone)  presents  his  blushing  Hermits  to  the  public.  For  a  while,  the  world  was  deeply  impressed 


Ul-^IUJVU  14.  h1  UWr *  11  **  tJ  !<■*!  Ul J  UIU  UXUJ 

A  television  documentary  on  the  1  time  that  inner  conflicts  have  has- 
band.  due  for  broadcast  next  year,  tened  the  end  of  a  multi-million 
shows  the  now  48-year-old  to  have  dollar  success  story.  Brown’s  earlier 
been  far  and  away  the  most  saccha-  investigations  into  the  histories  of 
rine  element  in  the  1960s’  famous  the  Yardbirds  and  the  Animals 


unearthed  similar  tensions  —  the 
former's  frequently  changing  line¬ 
up,  brought  on  by  “musical  differ¬ 
ences”  and  the  wary  relationship 
between  the  latter's’  Eric  Burdon 
and  Alan  Price. 

As  in  all  walks  of  life,  some 
individuals  age  better  than  others. 
Burdon.  now  54.  may  be  less  liigh- 
profile  and,  one  assumes,  poorer 
than  the  still-visible  Price,  but  their 
respective  contributions  to  My  Gen' 
eration  left  the  impression  that  he 
was  still  the  more  relaxed  and 
philosophical  of  the  two.  These  days 
a  blond  and  pony-tailed  biker,  living 
on  the  fringes  of  the  Californian 
desert  and  making  music  for  plea¬ 
sure  with  his  I-Band.  he  acknowl¬ 
edged  just  one  regret:  “Try  bringing 
up  a  kid  when  you’re  known  for 
singing  ‘It’s  my  life  and  1 11  do  what  f 


want’."  Was  he  bitter  after  that 
much-fanned  rift  caused  by  Price’s 
ownership  of  the  publishing  rights- 
to  the  Animals’  hit  House  of  the 
Rising  Sun ?  "Nah."  Burdon 
drawled.  “Bitter-sweet." 

What  about  the  aforementioned 
Twinkle,  christened  Lynn  Ripley 
and  famous  for  15  minutes  back  in 
1964  as  the  singer  of  Terry,  Britain’s 
answer  to  the  bike-crash  horror  of 
the  Shangri-Las  Leader  of  the  Pack* 
The  Smiths  may  have  covered  her 
one  follow-up  hit  Golden  Lights,  but 
is  she  still  sanguine  about  the  fact 
that  such  peers  as  Cilia  and  Lulu 
remain  in  the  public  eye  while  she 
has  been  all  but  forgotten?  When 
tracked  down  by  the  rock  monthly 
Q  recently,  she  seemed  to  be.  A  male 
model  husband  ("He's  just  done  the 
new  Milk  Tray  ad”),  two  teenage 


children  and  a  self-admittedly  lazy 
attitude  meant  that  she  never  really 
got  things  together.  “But  now  L  want 
to  get  into  a  position  where  people 
know  I  exist,  so  I  can  write  songs  for 
other  people,"  she  said. 

The  Hermits  have  long  since  gone 
their  various  ways:  rhythm  guitarist 
Keith  Hopwood  is  now  a  music 
publisher.  Green  runs  a  tiling 
business  and  drummer  Barry 
Whitwam  tours  still  under  the  old 
band  name.  Sadly,  guitarist  Lek 
Leckenby  died  last  year.  But  Noone, 
still  chubby-cheeked  and  boyish- 
looking.  has  maintained  a  showbiz 
name  of  sorts  in  America.  The 
hoped-for  solo  career  barely  got  off 
the  ground  (just  one  British  hit,  with 
a  cover  of  Bowie’s  OA.  You  Pretty 
Things)  and.  although  he  still  per¬ 
forms,  in  America,  his  main  claim  to 


current  fame  is  as  a  video-jock,  on 
VH-1,  the  babyboomer’s  answer  to 
MTV. 

Perhaps  if  is  true  that  by  middle- 
age  we  —  and  the  current  crop  of 
rockers,  rappers  and  rebels  —  will 
all  have  not  only  the  face  but  also  the 
career  we  deserve.  Already  it  can  be 
seen  to  be  true  of  1970s  and  1980s 
‘  names,  with  Adam  Ant,  Tqyah, 
Gary  Kemp  and  Kim  Wilde  seeking 
thesp-stardom  as  an  antidote  to 
their  diminishing  status  as  pop 
stars.  So.  30  years  from  now,  will  the 
Gallagher  brothers  and  Damon 
Albam  be  (a)  treading  the  boards  in 
West  End  musicals:  (b)  hosting 
game  shows:  1c)  largely  forgotten:  or 
(d)  the-subjects  of  expensive  retro¬ 
spective  promotional  campaigns  by 
greedy  record  companies?  Time 
alone  will  tell. 


NEW  RELEASES:  David  Sinclair  sorts  the  Satrianis  from  the  scatologists 


Joe  strips  to 
his  string  best 


JOE  SATRIANI 

Joe  Satriani 
(Relativity/Sony) 

THERE  is  an  ingrained  suspi¬ 
cion  of  technical  excellence 
among  rock’s  chattering  class¬ 
es,  and  although  the  virtuoso 
American  guitarist  Joe 
Satriani  is  popular  enough  to 
headline  his  own  show  at 
Wembley  Arena  tomorrow,  he 
is  hardly  a  household  name. 

But  if  Satriani  has  been 
accused  in  the  past  of  flaunt¬ 
ing  his  fret-melting  technique 
for  its  own  sake,  the  charge 
simply  won’t  stick  as  far  as  his 
self-titled  seventh  album  is 
concerned.  With  its  taut  ar- 

trangemeqts,  moody  atmo- 
:  sphere  and  stripped-down 
production,  courtesy  of  Glyn 
Johns,  this  is  a  work  of  lean, 
unfussy  magnificence. 

Apart  from  a  loopy,  gut- 

bucket-blues  shuffle  called 
Look  Mv  Way,  which  Satriani 
favours  with  a  fervently  down- 
and-dirty  vocal,  the  album  is 
entirely  instrumental.  Tracks 
.  such  as  SM-F.  and  If  where 
!  Satriani’s  playing  combines 
•  the  gritty  southern  drawl  of  ZZ 
Top’s  BiUy  Gibbons  with  the 
mercurial  fire  of  Jeff  Beck,  are 
struck  from  a  blues  template. 
But  other  picas,  notably  the 
sinister  Cool  #9  and  the 
breakneck  Killer  Bee  Bop. 
explore  the  rockier  shores  ol 

funk  and  ja2Z  with  sure-footed 

brilliance.  ..  _ . 

There  are  astounding  con¬ 
tributions  throughout  from 
drummer  Manu  katche. best 
known  for  his  work  with  Peter 
Gabriel,  and  reliable  support 
from  bassist  Nathan Eastarfo 
rhythm  guitarist  Andy  Fair- 
weather  Low,  both  of  Enc 
Clapton’s  band.  But  rt  is 
Satnarii  who  has  fashion«I 
the  bones  of  this  masterpiece. 
All  he  needs  now  is  some 

derent  song  titles. 

ac£of  base 
The  Bridge 

have  sold  19 
million  copies  of  .^but  the 


natdy,  The  Bridge  is  not  going 
to  help  much. 

Although  the  new  album  is 
streets  ahead  of  the  debut  in  its 
musical  themes  and  produc¬ 
tion  values,  they  have  tried  to 
reposition  themselves  too 
quickly  in  die  pure  pop  mar¬ 
ket,  a  notoriously  fickle  place 
at  the  best  of  times. 

The  result  is  a  surfeit  of 
slow,  reflective  ballads  such  as 
Raving .  Angel  Eyes  and  Edge 
of  Heaven,  some’  spiced  with  a 
hint  of  a  reggae  rhythm,  and 
sundry  other  songs  which 
strive  too  hard  for  an  "adult" 
feel.  Although  infinitely  pref¬ 
erable  to  the  pneumatic  dance¬ 
floor  beat  of  Beautiful  Life, 
they  all  lack  the  knockout 
choruses  and  bright, 
unselfconsdous  fizz  of  Ace  Of 
Base’s  biggest  him. 

THE  OUTHERE 

BROTHERS 

Party  Album 

(Eternal  AVEA  0630-12781) 

THE  routine  practice  of  har¬ 
nessing  the  “dean"  versions  of 
songs  that  get  played  on  the 
radio  to  a  variety  of  profane 
remixes  on:  the  singles  and 
albums  sold  in  the  shops  has 
become  an  issue  this  year.  In 
some  cases,  the  cleaned-up 
versions  only  exist  as  specially 
pressed  promo  copies  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  media  but  unavail¬ 
able  to  the  public. 

However,  in  the  particularly 
vexatious  case  of  the  Outhere 
Brothers,  the  chart-topping 
Chicago-based  duo  whose 
spectacularly  inane  chants  are 
unlikely  to  appeal  to  listeners 
over  the  age  of  12.  the  record 
company  concerned  has  quiet¬ 
ly  bowed  to  pressure  and 
replaced  their  already  success- 

1  Robson  &  Jerome — . . 

2  (What’s  the  Story)  Morning 

3  Made  in  Heaven . . 


After  Oasis,  the  desert 

Unless  the  music  business  pulls  its  finger  out,  well 
have  nothing  to  look  forward  to  once  Britpop  dies 


Axe  master  Satriani’s  guitar  work  is  lean  and  lovely 


ful  album.  /  Polish  2  Biscuits 
A  Fish  Sandwich,  with  a 
new.  drastically  toned-down 
version.  Retitled  Parry  Album 
and  shorn  of  a  frill  15  minutes 
of  scatological  delights,  the 
album  has  acquired  a  more 
domesticated  air.  like  a  newly 
neutered  tomcat 
As  devotees  of  the  hits  Don’t 
Stop  (Wiggle  Wiggle),  Boom 
Boom  Boom  and  LaLa.ba.Hey 
Hey  will  doubtless  be  aware, 
words  are  not  one  of  the 
Brothers’  strong  points  (or 
tunes,  for  that  matter).  Frank¬ 
ly.  without  the  obscenities 
there  isn’t  a  great  deal  left. 


4  The  Memory  of  Trees - ; 

5  Anthology  1 - - - ..... 

6  Love  Songs - 1 . — 

7  Something  to  Remember... 

8  Life — ........ . J - - 

g  Different  Class _ _ _... 

10  . 

GopyrigrtCW. 


. . Robson  &  Jerome  (RCA) 

Glory? . . Oasis  (Creation) 

. Queen  (Pariophone) 

‘L...... ...... _ Beaties8 j^ppte) 

. . Elton  John  (Rocket) 

. .  Madonna  (Maverick) 

. . Simply  Red  (East  West) 

. . . Pulp  (Island) 

. Michael  Jackson  (Epic) 


TOM  PETTY  AND  THE 

HEARTBREAKERS 

Playback 

(MCA  D6-11375:  six  discs) 
THE  traditional  boxed-set  sea¬ 
son  has  produced  slim  pick¬ 
ings  this  year,  but  here’s  one 
worth  bringing  to  Santa's 
attention.  Chronicling  the 
career  of  Tom  Petty  since  he 
emerged  like  some  pale  rider 
from  the  American  New  Wave 
of  the  late  1970s,  through  to  his 
induction  into  rock’n’roll’s  old 
boys’  club  nearly  two  decades 
later.  Playback  is  an  impres¬ 
sive  testament  to  a  hardwork¬ 
ing  talent. 

The  first  three  discs  provide 
a  trawl  through  the  best  of 
Petty's  11  albums  up  to  and 
including  the  Greatest  Hits 
collection  of  1993,  the  fourth  is 
a  collection  of  B-sides,  and  the 
last  two  discs  comprise  previ¬ 
ously  unreleased  material,  in¬ 
cluding  early  demos  and  live 
recordings  of  predictably  van- . 
able  quality. 

There  is  plenty  here  to 
appeal  to  Petty  novices  and 
completists  alike. 


Eeeeeee!  Eeeeeee!  Eee- 
eeeeT  No,  it’s  not  the 
lyrics  to  the  new 
Shamen  LP,  it's  the  audience 
reaction  to  Pulp  walking  on 
stage  at  this  year’s  Smash  Hits 
Poll  Winners  Party.  Pulp, 
who,  two  years  ago,  would  not 
have  got  screamed  at  if  they 
had  walked  into  the  changing 
rooms  at  Tammy  Girl  holding 
cameras. 

Their  partners  in  bemuse¬ 
ment  tonight  are  Oasis,  Blur. 
Elastica,  Menswear  and 
Radiohead;  the  Britpop  band¬ 
wagon  has  swept  them  into 
Smash  Hits  territory,  and  into 
an  audience  which, 
on  seeing  Noel 
Gallagher’s  know¬ 
ing  wink  (as  he 
filches  Gary  Glitter. 

T.  Rex  and  the 
Beatles).  Jarvis’s 
wink  (as  Pulp’s  Dis¬ 
co  2COO  announces, 
they're  on  very  inti-  | 
mate  terms  with 
Gloria)  and  Da-  CAT 

mon*s  wink  (as  he  \>fn 

thinks  of  all  those  1VAIJ 

Wire  records  in  his 
bedroom),  catches  the  wink 
I  and  winks  back  furiously, 
thinking  irs  a  oome-on. 

Britpop  has  stormed  home 
in  nearly  every  single  category 
that  Smash  Hits  has  because, 
for  the  first  time  in  these 
young  fans’  lives,  their  heroes 
walk  the  same  streets  and  read 
the  same  magazines  as  they 
do.  History  is  happening  here 
and  now  to  them,  rather  than 
in  some  other  country  that 
sends  over  its  stars  when 
they’re  bored  with  them. 
Think  of  New  Kids  on  the 
Block,  Vanilla  Ice,  Color  Me 
Badd,  Roxette,  Kytie  and  Ja¬ 
son,  2  Unlimited  —  this  is  the 
Smash  Hits  audience’s  imme¬ 
diate  and  only  past  The  girls 
here  are  screaming  in  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  being  young,  and 
Jiving  in  the  hope  that,  one 
day,  they  might  bump  into 
Damon  in  the  Hendon  branch 
of  Asda. 

The  record  industry  loves 
them  for  slightly  different 
reasons.  Britain’s  third  largest 
money-spinner  is  its  music, 
and  Britpop  has  come  along  at 
a  handy  time  for  the  economy. 
AU  the  press  hoopla  sunound- 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


ing  Britpop  has  saved  record 
companies  a  fortune  in  adver¬ 
tising.  and  some  bigwig  in  a 
suit  will  probably  be  knighted 
at  the  tail-end  of  19%  for 
services  to  British  commerce. 

Britpop  has  also  been  a 
comfort  for  Britain  as  a  whole 
because,  let’s  face  it,  music  is 
the  only  thing  Britain  is  any 
good  at.  We  get  whipped  at 
cricket,  tennis,  rugby,  football, 
chess,  sit-coms.  movies,  coffee, 
pizza,  public  transport,  any 
kind  of  liberal  progressions 
and  the  weather . ' The  one  bit  of 
tile  Hubble  telescope  we  were 
allowed  to  build  broke.  Thank 
God  for  Oasis,  or 
Britain  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  on  an  inter¬ 
national  parity  with 
Tristan  da  Cunha 
by  now. 

But  the  celebra¬ 
tion  onstage  and  in 
the  audience  at  the 
Smash  Hits  awards 
turns  into  compla- 
UN  cency  behind  the 

>  A  NT  scenes.  By  chasing 

only  the  new  Oasis, 
Blur  and  Pulp.  A&R 
people  are  forgetting  the  diver¬ 
sity  which  made  music  Brir- 
ain’s  third  largest  industry. 
They  are  revelling  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  so  easy  to  break 
bands  such  as  Oasis  because 
the  Gallaghers’  influences  are  , 
the  cosy  icons  of  old,  and  won’t 
be  too  much  of  a  shock  to  the  , 
system  to  the  30-plus  audience  I 
that  still  makes  up  the  bulk  of 
the  record-buying  public.  The 
mood  foolishly  seems  to  be 
that  Britpop  is  a  gravy  train 
that  can  be  ridden  for  the  next 
five  years. 

What’s  being  forgotten,  of 
course,  is  that  the  mainstream 
is  a  predatory  force,  always 
looking  for  new  influences.  No 
trend  lasts  for  more  than  a 
year.  And  so.  for  the  more 
forward-thinking,  the  well- 
nigh  hysterical  championing 
of  Britpop  is  the  championing 
of  something  we  know  will  be 
superseded  by  something  ever 
greater. 

Britpop  is  a  brilliant  and 
much-needed  publicising  of 
British  talent,  but  it  should  not 
be  used  as  a  lazy  mental  prop, 
doing  nothing  more  than 
harking  back  to  a  time  when 


Britain  truly  was  greater. 
Britpop  should  be  expanded  to 
include  all  British  pop  —  Black 
Grape.  POrtishead,  St  Etienne. 
Dubstar,  PJ.  Harvey,  the  Pro¬ 
digy,  Goldie  and  Tricky.  As  it 
is  now,  Britpop’s  fate  is  tied  to 
that  of  four  or  five  bands  — 
and  when  they  go  down,  as 
they  will.  Britpop’s  campaign¬ 
ing  spirit  will  go  with  ft.  And 
Britain  will  go  back  to  being  a 
island,  glowing  faintly  from 
other  people’s  radioactive 
waste,  and  still  more  influ¬ 
enced  by  its  dead  than  hs 
living. 


M  POP  4 

What  is  the  music 
industry  going  to 
do  when  Blur  and 
the  other  Britpop 
bands  burn  out, 
or  fade  away? 

7^.  CABARET  ; 

Join 

the 

party 

ITS  Christmas  party  time  in 
the  Green  Room  of  the  Cafe 
Royal,  to  which  an  unusually 
successful  pairing  of  enter¬ 
tainers  is  attracting  audiences 
boisterous  even  by  the  stan¬ 
dards  of  this  convivial 
nightspot.  When  the  custom¬ 
ers  are  determined  to  have  a 
good  time,  singing  along  even 
before  invited  to  do  so.  experi¬ 
enced  performers  simply  take 
the  energy  and  beam  it  back. 

On  Tuesday,  the  first  night 
of  Mike  Berry  and  Lyn  Paul's 
three-week  season.  Berry  rode 
such  a  wave  of  enthusiasm 
and  turned  in  a  storming ,  ten- 
song  seL  It  may  have  held  few 
surprises,  but  it  was  crowd- 
pleasing  and  put  over  with 
absolute  professionalism. 

The  musical  scene  was  set 
firmly  at  the  end  of  the  1950s 
and  early  1960s.  Like  Bobby 
Vee  in  America.  Berry  first 
found  fame  as  a  Buddy  Holly 
soundalike,  and  his  hits. 
Don't  You  Think  It’s  Time? 
and  A  Tribute  to  Buddy  Holly, 
sat  easily  alongside  La 
Bamba.  Oh  Boy!.  It  Doesn't 
Matter  Any  More.  That'll  Be 
the  Day  and  All  Shook  Up. 
During" Only  the  Lonely,  audi- 


Lyn  Paul/ 
Mike  Beny 
Cafe  Royal 


ence  participation  reached  a 
raucous  height,  but  Berry 
calmed  things  with  a  Mack 
the  Knife  closely  modelled  on 
Bobby  Darin’s  cool  version. 
His  whip-thin  figure  topped 
with  a  very  1960s,  very  healthy 
head  of  hair.  Berry  left  the 
crowd  eager  for  more  after 
they  had  joined  in  his  final 
number.  Walk  Right  Back. 

The  seamlessly  proficient 
four-piece  band  barely  broke 
its  stride  before  the  one-rime 
New  Seeker,  Lyn  Paul,  took 
the  stage,  swinging  directly 
into  You  Won't  Find  Another 
Fool  Like  Me  —  yet  another 
irresistible  singalong  song. 
Fewer  of  the  crowd  joined  her 
for  Crazy  and  Crying,  but  the 
table-singers  were  very 
pleased  to  contribute  to  Stand 
By  Your  Man  and  I  Will 
Survive  (rather  an  odd  cou¬ 
pling.  if  you  slop  to  think). 
Ptiul’s  voice  is  warm  and 
strong,  and  her  sassy  ap¬ 
proach  and  glitzy  style 
(spangly  dress  slit  to  the  thigh) 
found  its  perfect  outlet  in  New. 
York,  New  York.  She  closed 
with  two  Neil  Sed aka  songs; 
Love  will  Keep  Us  Together 
and  Solitaire:  again,  hardly 
adventurous,  but  ii  was  exact¬ 
ly  what  the  audience  wanted. 

Both  singers  probably  don’t 
care  whether  they  can  revisit 
the  charts,  but  as  long  as 
cabaret  audiences  appreciate 
no- frills  entertainment  and 
professionalism,  neither  will 
be  idle  for  long. 

Tony  Patrick 
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■  CHOICE  1 

Tom  Stoppard’s 
first  big  hit  is 
revived  by 
the  National 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 
Lyttelton  Theatre 


■  CHOICE  2 

A  world  premiere 
for  the  Royal  Ballet 
from  America’s 
Twyia  Tharp 

VENUE:  Tomorrow  at 
Covent  Garden 


■  CHOICE  3 

Kent  Nagano  and 
the  Halle  give 
Manchester  a  new 
musical  work 

VENUE:  Sunday  at  the 
Ffcee  Trade  Hall 


LONDON 

ROSEKCftWIZAI® 

GIHLDENSTERN  ARE  DEAD'  Rm 

rugtn  ot  prewews  farAdnan 
Scarborough  and  Simon  Russel  Beale, 
playing  stoppaitrs  attendant  lor*  in 
Mdtihew  France's  dredonai  debut  beta 
National  (Lyttefton).  South  Bank.  S£i 
(0171-938  2a2)  Tonighl-Dec  13. 

7  30pm:  opens  Dec  14,  7pm  In  rep  © 

A  MHDSUUKR  NK3HTS  DREAM: 

Sir  Coin  Davis  ccnducts  a  concert 
poilomunoc  ol  Britten's  masterly 
operatic  adaptation  ol  Shatespeae 
Brian  Azjwa  sngs  the  role  ol  Oboron 
wtrh  Elizabeth  FuraJ  as  Tyiania. 
Barbican,  Sik  Sfre«.  ECS  <01 71  -638 
8891)  Sun.  3pm  £J 
NEW  YORK  MEETS  VIENNA:  An 
evening  ol  musk  and  song  drawing 
together  the  worts  of  Cob  Porter, 
George  Gerstwm  and  Uie  light-hearted 
operettas  ol  Johann  Strauss.  Franz 
Wefeet-MOa  conducts  the  London 
Philharmonic,  accompanied  by  the 
bamone  Thomas  Hompson 
festival  Ha*.  South  Bank.  SE1  101 71- 
W5  42421  Sun.  6pm.  B 
LI  THE  TOWEfl  Alexandra  Dumas 
tomanb:  melodrama,  with  Sinead 
Cusack  as  a  scheming  Cueen 
Marguerite,  and  AOiar  Umber  as  the 
agent  ot  hsr  downtail 
Almeida.  Almeida  Street.  Nt  (0171-399 


B  A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL  Revhalol 
Ifirt  Judge  s  papula  but  aversumei 
production.  Chve  Francis  plays 
Scrooge 

Borbican.  Sik  Street.  ECS  (0171-636 
8991)  Mon-Sat.  7  15pm.  mats  Thus 
and  S a:  C«ec  19  and  Jan  Z  2pm  B 

□  HYSTERIA.  Hemy  Goodman  plays 
Freud  with  Tim  Porter  as  Salvador  Dali, 
m  Terry  JtfmsonTs  surreal,  double 
award-winner 

Duka  at  Yorks,  Si  Martin's  Lane,  WC" 
(0171-8365122)  Mon  Sat.  7.30pm. 
mats  TTurs  and  Sat.  3pm  B 

fi  THE  JUNGLE  BOOK  Tim  Sipple 
directs  tos  adaptation  ol  three  ot 
typing's  Mowgli  stones  lor  the 
Chnsbrnc  season  „ 
YoungVlc.nieCut.SE1  (D1 71-928 
6363).  Ring  tnxoHioe  lor  schedule  B 

B  MACK  AND  MABEL:  .terry 
Homan's  musical  set  r  early 
Hollywood  Fine  songs,  though  a 
tioubtesome  book.  Siamng  Howard 
McGinm  and  a  delightful  Caroline 
O'Connor 

PkcadUty.  Denman  StreeL  W1  [0171- 
363  1734)  Mon-SaL  7  45pm.  mats  Wed 
and  Sat.  3pm 

B  MOTHER  COURAGE  AND  HER 
CHILDREN  Dana  Rigg  In  title  rob  ol 
Brecht's  epic  denunciation  ot  ear 
Jonathan  Kent  directs  anew  uorston  by 


NEW  RELEASES 

*  THE  AMERICAN  PRESIDENT  (15) 
What  happens  when  the  widowed 
President  gets  a  girlfriend ’  Not  much, 
even  with  Michael  Douglas  and  Annette 
Bering  Director.  Rob  Ftariet 
Empire  B  (01 71 -437  1234)  UGM 
FkiHum  Road  (0171-3702636) 
TracatferoB  (0171-434  0031)  Odeon 
Kensington  101426  914666) 
Semen/Baker  Street  (01 71  -935  7772) 
UCI  YVMteieys  B 10 1 7 1 -792  3332) 

ANGELS  AND  MSECTS  (18) 
Procreative  games  n  VidtKian  England 
Handsome  but  sWt  drama,  with  Mail. 
Rylance.  Palsy  tense  and  Knsth  Scott 
Thomas.  Dnoctor.  FWlp  Haas 
Curzon  Mayfair  (01 71  -369  1720) 

MGM  Fulham  Rmd  10171  3702636) 
Odaon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426 
9140MI 

THE  BROTHERS  McMULLEN  (151 
tesh-Arrencans  agomae  loira. 
cwnrrvrmeni  and  tt-er  Modes!  feature 
debui  by  writers*  rador-ector  Edward 
Bums 

Gate  ©  (01 71-727  4043)  Lumtore 
(01 71-836  069 It  Ritzy  (0171-737  2121) 
ScnmrVGnnn  (0171-2263520) 

UNSTRUNG  HEROES  (PG)  Diane 
koaron  directs  tt»s  aaoenHic  heart- 
warmer  atMul  a  boy  s  char  rr»d  We  vwh 
craw  relatives  With  Nathan  Win  Andie 
MacDowell.  John  Turtumo 
MGM  Tottenham  Court  Road  (01 71- 
63661401  Ritzy  10171-7372121) 
Screen/HM  0(01 71-435  33*361 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daily  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  Marit  Hargta 


44(H)  Previews  from  tonight,  7.30pm 
Opens  Dec  IS.  7pm  Q 
ABI  WORLDLY  WISE:  Twyfa  Tharp's 
work  for  the  Royal  Bale!  tcoerves  to 
world  premiere  It  Is  her  (cut  e*rer  thrae- 
actbaBo.  set  to  muac  by  Rossini  and 
wdhpmopal  rotas  aefflM  tar  IreA 
Mukhamedov.  Darcey  Bussefl  and 
Tetsuya  Kimakawa.  David  finger  is  the 
nAUaM  dawgnar. 

Royal  Opera  House.  Covent  Gordon. 
WC2  (0171-304  4000)  Tomorrow.  7pm. 
Then  Dec  15, 18  and  20,  Jan  3  end  4. 

7.30pm  B 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM  Join  Ratty,  Badger 
and.  ot  course,  the  trrepresstte  Trad  of 
Toad  HaB  si  AA  Mine's  version  of 
The Wfndin (he WSohs  □  rector 
Gwenda  Hughes  premises  a 
spectacular  set.  technical  wtzarcty  and 
ire  noertul  songs 

Repertory,  Bread  Street  10121-236 
4455)  Opebs  tonight  7  30pm;  deck 
box  office  tar  pertormance  schedule 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  fufl,  returns  only 
B  Some  seats  available 
□  Seats  at  ad  prices 


DawUHare. 

National  (Otiviw).  South  Bank.  SE1 
(0171-929225?).  Tonight  7  15pm.  Sat 
2pm  and  7.15pm.  Mon-Tue,  7  15  B 
B  RICHARD  Q-  Fiona  Shew  plays  (he 
pUDpyeJi  kng.  This  dartng  piaca  ol 
casting  succeeds,  as  does  tho  whob  at 
Deborah  Warner's  production 
National  iCoUeskw).  South  Bank.  SE1 
(01 71-928  2252)  Tortghl.  Icrnomw. 
7pm  B 
ELS  i 

B  THE  SHAKESPEARE  REVUE  A 
wlty  everwig  ot  song,  dance  and 
sketches  to  do  with  Wiham  S. 
Aso^rtaied  by  Christopher  Lusconhe 
and  Mafcofrn  McKee. 

Vaudeville,  Strand.  WC2  (0171-836 
9987)  Mon-Fn.  0pm:  Sat.  830pm;  mars 
Wed.  S  30pm  and  Sal.  5.30pm 
□  SOUR.  One-man- sh.jw  ntfh  a  score 
ot  characters,  mostly  homeless,  by 
Michael  Meats,  who  wrote  and 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Bream's  assessment  of 
films  In  London  and  (artiaro 
terflcaled  with  tire  symbol  ♦  ) 
on  release  across  the  county 


DR.JEKYU.AND  MS.  HYDE  (12) 
Brash  and  unfunny  come  update  ol 
Stevenson's  sioty.  with  rim  Daly  and 
Sean  Yoimg  Director.  David  Price. 
MGM  Hayirarfcst  (0171-839  1577) 

UC1  WWWeys  S  <01 71 -792  33321 
Warner  B  (01 71-437  4343) 

CURRENT 

ELISA  (15)  Overwrought  French  Ia!e  ol 
a  tearaway  kid  v»ho  seeks  out  her  lather 
With  Vanessa  Paradis.  G&ard 
Depardieu  Oracle*.  Jean  Becker 
MGMs:  Pfccadmy  (0171-437  35611 
Swiss  Centre  (0171-439  4470) 

•  GOLDENEYE.  (12):  Perce  Bmsnan 
twnkles as rtie rv?w James Bond  Anp- 
foanng  tbnfter  with  a  sense  ol  humour, 
wilh  Sean  Bear 
Barbican  ®  (01 71-638  8891) 

Cfapham  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  MGMs:  Baker  Short  (0171-335 
9772)  Chetaea  (0171-3525096) 
Fidhan  Road  (0171-370  2636) 
NottingHiS  Coronet  8  <0171 -727 
6705)  Odeons:  Kensington  (01426 
914666)  Leicester  Square  (01426 
915683)  Marble  Arch  (01426  914501) 


EDINBURGH-  More  tanilyinertlrnont 
wiUi  Stuart  Paterson's  Merlin  the 
Maydflcant— atatoofgoodvwBus 
and  ot  (he  boy  Arthur,  hidden  by  the 
agamg  Mzard  ri  a  crazy  Scottish 
castle. 

Royal  Lyceum.  Grtadlay  Street,  (0131- 
2299897)  Opens tottigw.  7pm.  Check 

box  otflee  tar  pertormance  schaduia.  B 

MANCHESTER  Story-»#r>g  and 
music  are  Bferafed  si  CoflkSng  utti 
CMa  (The  Ffytfvracri  Tab  Of  A 
Runaway  &ke)  — a  world  pramsra  d  a 
new  vreri.  by  NalhanieJ  Swokcy  Kent 
Nagano  conducts  the  Hato  Orchestra. 
Petooa  Routiedge  narrates  tha  lab  ot 
tin  bice's  drairettc  progress  as  it 
accumieies  an  odd  assortment  of 

FkaeTmcte  HsS.  Peter  Street  (0161 - 
834  17I2|  Sun.  3pm  0 

LONDON  GAI  i  FR1RS 

B  rtth*  Museum:  Wectmrete  Kings 
and  tho  Modteval  Palace  ol  Wesmwester 
(0171 -636 1555)  HaywordArtand 

Pover  Europe  under  tho  dictators  (071- 
928  3144).  NafionMGaiieiy: 
Paintings  tram  National  Trust  Houses 
[Cl  TV-7472885)  .  Royb  Academy 

Africa:  Art  ol  a  Continent  David  Hoctawy 
(01 71  -439  7438) .  .  <0171-887 
8000).  .VAA-Jan  Art  from  India 
(0171-9388500)  .  WMactupei: 

Emi  NoUe  (0171-522  7888) 


partomad  (ha  eeroefient  Tomorw  wo 
Do  The  Sky  Winmr  o>  an  Ertinbur^i 
Fmge  First 

Lyric  StuAo.  Kjnq  StieeL 
Hammarsmdh  WB'(0181-741  231 1). 
Mon-SaL  8pm.  mat  Sat  4.30pm 

□  TAKING  SHOES:  EnthaAng  drama 
by  Ronald  Harwood,  based  on  the 
investigations  o<  Furtwangler's  alleged 
Naa  sympathies 

Criterion.  PicxadiBy  Caeus.  WC2 
(01  n  369  1747)  Mon-Sa.  7.3Qpm: 
mats  Wed  ana  Sat.  "JQpm. 

□  TREASURE  ISLAND.  Ray  Maraden 
and  a  largely  (rash  cast  do  (he  old  yo- 
hoho.  Phil  WAnot  dreds 
Mermaid.  Puddte  Dock,  EC4  (0171- 
S62211I.  Tue-SaL  7pm  (Dec  12. 

6  30pm).  Mals  most  days.  B 

□  YVHAT  ASHOWI:  Musical 
spectacular  revolving  around  Tommy 
Slecta,  who  smgs.  dancas.  gns  and 
remembers  the  ofd  days. 

Pitoce  of  WMee,  Coventry  Street,  W1 
10171-83935987)  MohSffl.  8pm;  mals 
Wed.  3pm  and  SaL  5pm 

□  THE  WIND  BiTTC  WILLOWS 

Jeremy  Snden  pbys  tho  ebutfent  Toed 
nine  natramugl  return  ot  the 
dellghthJ  Nahond  Theam?  production. 
Old  Vic.  Waterloo  Rd.SE!  (0171  =928 
6655).  Mon-SaL  7 ,30pm;  mats  Wed  and 
Sal.  2  30pm;  mats  daly  in  at  Dec 

26,2J0pm  B 


Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098}  IJCI 
WNMey*  B  <01 71 -792  3332) 

m  THE  BLEAK  MIDWINTER  (IS)- 
Adam  struggle  to  mount  Hamlet  Over¬ 
men:  comody  tram  kenneih  Branagh, 
with  Michael  Malcnev.  Joan  Co# ns 
Barbican  Q  (01 71-638  8891 )  MGMs: 
Chelsea  (0171-352  5096)  Tottenham 
Cowl  Road  (01 71 -636  81 48)  Odeona: 
Haymatbef  (014269153531 
Kenstogtan  (01 426  614666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914096)  Phoenix 
10181-683  2233)  Richmond  (0161-332 
0030)  Rftzy  (01 71-737  21211 

♦  MURDER  IN  THE  FIRST  (15): 
Flashy  bil  absorbing  AJcetraz  »Hma 
wilh  Kevin  Bacon,  Chnshar  Stater  and 
Gary  Olcfrnan  Dve-rax.  Mjtc  Rocco. 
Ctaptom  Picture  House  (0171-498 
3323)  MGMs:  Pitihwn  Road  (0171  370 
2636)  HeymarWt  (0171-839 1527) 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914068) 
UCI  WMtebys  Q  (0171  -792  3332) 
Warner  fi  (01 7\-437  4343) 

MY  DARLING  CLEMENTINE  (U) 

John  Ford's  wonderful  1946  western 
about  WySi  Earp  with  Henry  Fonda. 
Linda  Darnell  and  Vidor  Mature. 

Renoir  (01 71  «7  8402) 

♦  THE  SANTA  CLAUSE  (UJ-  Divorced 
dad  becomes  the  new  Sarua.  Bread 
tarrnty  comedy  with  a  human  (ace. 
featuring  Tim  Altar. 

MGM  Chelsea  (01 71  -352  5096) 
Odeons:  Kensington  (01 426  914666) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098)  West 

End  (01426  915574)  UCI  WhlteieysB 

(0171-7923332) 


~  |  ARTS  _ 

Fun  and  frolics  with  Komgold 


■  OPERA 

A  rare  and  ; 
enjoyable  staging, 
courtesy  of 
Flanders  Opera, 
for  Komgold’s 
Die  tote  Stadt 


Die  tote  Stadt 
Flanders  Opera, 
Antwerp 


Opera  in  situ  is  all 
the  rage  —  Aida 
has  been  staged  by 
the  Pyramids, 
Tosco  filmed  on  location  in 
Rome,  Mozart’S  Seraglio 
turns  up  regularly  in  Topkapi, 
and  this  wok  we  read  on  the 
letters  page  of  Turandot  in 
Peking.  Now  Flanders  Opera 
is  bringing  Korngold'S  Die 
tote  Stadt  ever  doser  to  home: 
Golz  Friedrich's  fine  produc¬ 
tion.  originally  from  Berlin, 
moves  from  Antwerp  to 
Ghent,  for  performances  up  to 
Christinas. 

Many  have  heard  of  Kom- 
gold’s  opera  of  1920  but  few  in 
this  country  have  seen  it:  next 
month's  concert  performance 
at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 
will  be  its  British  premiere. 
Based  on  Georges  Roden- 
bach’s  symbolist  novella 
Bruges-la-morte ,  it  was  origi¬ 
nally  planned  as  a  one-acter, 
one  of  countless  operatic  god¬ 
children  of  Strauss's  Salome. 

Paul,  the  protagonist, 
mourns  bis  dead  wife  Marie  in 
a  Bruges  house  turned  into  a 
temple  of  memory,  including  a 
lock  of  her  hair  in  a  glass  case. 
In  the  first  act  a  lookalike  but 
frisky  dancer.  Marietta,  app¬ 
ears  (doubling  with  Mane’s 
ghost  a  peach  of  a  role  much 
relished  by  Jeritza)  and.  after 
much  operatic  agonising,  in- 
dud  ing  a  night  of  love,  Paul 
strangles  the  impostor  with 
the  hair.  Shock!  Horror!  But 
the  second  and  third  acts  were 
all  a  dream:  in  the  final 
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Marietta  (Cynthia  Makris).  seen  here  with  her  admirers,  is  a  1920s  flapper  in  this  joyfully  theatrical  production 


moments  Marietta  pops  back 
to  collect  the  umbrella  she  left 
behind  in  Act  I.  Paul  is  cured. 
There  is  an  inescapable  glib¬ 
ness  about  this  that  could  be 
said  to  characterise  the  work 
as  a  whole. 

On  the  one  hand  you  have 
the  23-year-old  Komgald’s 
amazing  facility:  lush. 
Straussian  orchestration. 
faux-naif  Mahlerian  tunes, 
instinctive  theatricality.  On 
the  other  there  are  acres  of 
padding  to  fill  the  narrative 
out  —  an  Ariadnesty\e  corn- 
media  dell'arte  troupe  who 


organise  an  impromptu  street 
party  and  a  religious  proces¬ 
sion  that  invades  Paul’s  house. 
It's  all  fun  in  its  way.  but 
Komgold  would  have  been  for 
better  advised  to  stick  to  his 
original  one-act  format 
As  if  in  recognition  of  this. 
Friedrich  runs  the  first  two 
acts  together,  which  involves  a 
spectacular  scene  change:  out 
flies  Paul's  solid-looking  house 
with  its  authentic  Bruges 
brickwork,  in  slides  half  the 
city,  complete  with  canal,  in 
clouds  of  dry  ice.  Stunning! 
The  commedia  arrive  by  gon¬ 


dola,  which  got  a  good  laugh 
from  die  Flemish  audience. 
The  procession  involved  four 
Christs  and  coundess  flagel¬ 
lants.  The  unashamed  theatri¬ 
cality  of  the  staging  matched 
that  of  the  piece,  and  you  have  . 
to  admit  that  it  worked  —  the 
ending  was  undeniably 
moving. 

One  reason  for  the  work's 
comparative  rarity  is  the  stren¬ 
uousness  of  tiie  vocal  writing. 
Paul  and  Marietta  are  at  full 
stretch  over  a  boiling  orches¬ 
tra  virtually  throughout  and 
you  need  an  Elektra  and  a 


Siegfried.  Flanders  Opera 
fielded  them  near  enough: 
Cynthia  Makris  has  bags  of 
stamina  and  veiy  good  legs 
(the  action  is  updated  and 
Marietta  appears  as  a  1920s 
flapper),  and  William  Coch¬ 
ran's  tousled,  shambling  Paul 
was  powerfuDy  sung.  The 
Flanders  Opera  Orchestra 
played  robustly  for  --Stefan 
Soltesz. 

An  evening  as  enjoyable  as 
it  was  instructive,  then,  and 
Ghent  is  not  that  for  away. 

RODNEY  MlLNES 


New  music,  new  haircuts,  new 
dothes:  the  Kronos  formula  is 
easily  mimicked  and  often 
mocked.  But.  as  a  fairly  full  Festival 
Hall  showed  once  again  on  Tuesday,  it 
seems  to  work.  The  pioneering  Ameri¬ 
can  quartet  and  its  imitators  have 
dearly  found  an  audience  untapped 
and  untouched  by  more  conventional 
chamber  redtals.  And  in  tiie  process, 
they  have  broadened  the  repertoire 
with  an  edectic  range  of  new  works. 

The  trouble  is  that  too  many  of  those 
works,  if  stripped  of  their  trendy 
trappings  and  played  by  four  middle- 
aged  men  in  suits,  would  be  lucky  to 
find  an  audience  at  all.  The  colourless 
piece  by  Julia  Wolfe  which  opened  this 
latest  programme  of  four  British 
premieres,  all  of  them  Kronos  commis¬ 
sions,  was  a  case  in  point  Combining 
nagging,  fiercely  rhythmic  repetition 
with  flourishes  of  empty  decoration,  it 
was  called  Dig  Deep  and  could  well 
have  been  written  with  a  spade. 

Ken  Bens  hoof's  unaffected  Song  of 


Talent  wasted  on 
the  weakly  weird 


Twenty  Shadows 
came  as  a  welcome 
contrast  Written  for 
the  Kronas’s  viola 
player.  Hank  Dutt, 
in  memory  of  his 
companion,  it  ex- 


Kronos  Quartet 
Festival  Hall 


Five  Selections  from 
John's  Book  of  Al¬ 
leged  Dances,  by 
John  Adams.  Desc¬ 
ribed  by  the  compos¬ 
er  as  part  of  “a  book 
of  dances  for  which 


plores  grief  and  consolation  with  a  the  steps  have  yet  to  be  invented”,  these 
troubled  lyricism  reminiscent  of  such  winy,  metrically  intricate  miniatures 
deddedly  untrendy  composers  as  are  an  engaging  and  idiosyncratic 
Vaughan  Williams,  whose  second  counterpoint  to  the  grand  structures 
quartet  gives  similar  prominence  to  its  and  lush  textures  of  Adams's  big 
dedicatee's  viola.  The  work’s  impact  orchestral  pieces.  Alone  among  the 
was  diminished,  its  emotions  works  on  the  programme,  they  sug- 
trivialised.  by  the  moody  accompany-  gested  that  repeated  listening  might  be 


ing  light-show. 

The  most  substantial  music  of  the 


rewarded. 

Nobody,  however,  should  have  to 


evening  came  in  the  quirky  form  of  listen  more  than  once  to  Tan  Dun’s 


Ghost  Opera,  which  .occupied'  the 
whole  second  half  of  tiie  programme. 
Scored  for  quartet,  voices,  pipa,  percus¬ 
sion.  and  three  large  bowls  of  water, 
this  was  a  theatrical  jumble  of  riirpass- 
ing  silliness,  accompanied  by  preten¬ 
tious  programme  notes  and  a  diagram. 

•  Tan'  is  endlessly  ihvtsrtive  in -lus 
search  for  new  sonorites  —  paper, 
pebbles  and  water  are  all  pressed  into  _ 
use.  The  combination  of  string  quartet 
and  pipa  (a  sort  of  short-necked 
plucked  lute,  played  by  the  virtuoso 
Wu  Man)  in  music  combining  Bach 
with  Chinese  folksong,  is  potentially 
intriguing.  But  any  musical  interest 
was  overshadowed  by  groaning  and 
growling  and  prowling  about  that 
seemed  borrowed  from  some  1960s 
“happening”,  though  at  least  every¬ 
body  kept  their  dothes  on.  Musidans 
as  accomplished  as  the  Kronos,  and 
listeners  as  attentive  as  their  fans,  are 
wasted  on  stuff  like  this. 

Ian  Brunskill 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 


A  MAJOR  EXHBmON  <4  Russian 
S  sou*  art  at  die  Roy  Mss  Gaiety. 
29  BnitonSWeLWI.  01714954747 

LEFEVRE  GALLERY  30  ftuton  SL 
Wl.  0171493  2107  An  ethfatm  ot 

MODERN  BRITISH  ARTISTS 

19COI945  27  Ntw30  Dec 

Monfn  10-& _ 

ROYAL  ACADEMY  OF  ARTS, 
ftccadty.  Wi.  106  (My.  Recorded 
rto  0171  439  4996(7  Artwura 
bootag  0171-494  5576  AFRCA. 
TVC  ART  OF  A  COWYCNT 
□AVID  HOCKNEY-  A  DRAWN? 
RETROSPECTIVE _ 


OPERA  &  BALLET 

COLISEUM  0171 632  8300  (Mir) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  OPSRA 
Ton'l  7.30  TURANDOT 
Toma  (LAST  F®F)  630 

barber  figBPVB  I  e 

ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171 304 
40D0  (a  Box  OR  &  Standby  mfa. 
Tctels  avafeUe  on  the  day 
Tbt  Royal  Open 
Torn.  Tue  730  AIDA 
Mon,  Wed  (Last  MgW)  730  TOSCA 

The  Royal  BaM 

Tow  7  06  (Worid  rtamtaa)  TWYLA 
THARP  ROSSM  BALLET 
Thu  730  (Las)  MgM)  Balanchine's 
APOLLQ/MacMBan's  SDE 
SHOW/Babnchne-a  DUO 
CONCERTANT/Page^ 
FEARFUL  SYMMETRIES 
En0Hi  Bach  RaMtari 
Sun  7i»LE  BOURGEOIS 
cammo—SMPOAHD 


DANCE 


SADLER’S  WELLS  0171  7136000 
MQUXin 
BASEBALL 

“OeaghM  entortatamenp 

Unti  9th  Dee  at  730pm 
Sal  mat  230pm _ 


THEATRES _ 

ADELPHI 

-ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
UASTERPECE"  Wan  St  Jounal 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Wtanar  of  7  Tony  Awanb 
indiKfing 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Siamng 

ELAM  PARSE 
24W1  CREDIT  CARD  B00KN3S 
CALL  0771 344  0055  (bfrgieej 
GRP  B00KMG  413  3302  (ttg  fee) 
No  boolong  tee  lor  Adelpla 
Bat  Ottea  Cafcra 

Recorded  rtormaton  01 71  3796884 
Monjjaj  7  45  ttets  Thur  A  Sat  300 

ALBERY  BO  0171  36B  1730 
oc  0171  344  4444  (no  bkg  tee) 
Grp  01 71 4133311 

“FIVE  STAR  SHOW 

-JflRESISTlBLF'D&cp 

FIVE  GUYS 

NAMED  MOE 
SOOH  STOWWG  YEAR 
Mon-Thu  8pm  Fn  &  Sal  648.45 
LASTS  WEEKS 


ALDWYCH  cc0l71  4166003 
1)171  430  0000  (no  tee) 

Evgs  7.30.  Uaf3  WedS  Sat  30 

NIAMH  CUSACK 
MARGARET TYZACK 
PAW.  BKA7TACHARJEE 

INDIAN  INK 

“TOM  STOPPARD'S  TRIUMPH 
-  A  BEAUTIFUL  AMD  FUNNY 
FIREBALL  OF  A  PLAY  TO 
(LLODWATE  THE  WEST  END" 
Today  Drected  by  PETER  WOOD 
LAST  5  WEEKS  ENDS  JAN  6 

AMBASSADORS 

836  61 1 1/420  0100/344  4444 
From  11  Doc -7  weeks  orty 

TRAINSPOTTING 

Award-wjmng  play  from 
Irvne  Wash's  rami 
"Fevenshy  Fumy'  Jordan 
UonFo  at  6  Sat  5  8  8  JO  Wfed  Mat  el  5 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  oc  0171 416 
6055  cc  20ss  0171 3U  4444/0171 420 
OOOQGrps  0171 416  6075/  413  3321 
Andre*  Lloyd  Webber's 
Now  production  ol 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

“A  REBORN  THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT”  Daly  Mad 
Whfle  knudfe  nms  19  45  daly 
Tue  &  Sat  1600  Trials  from  £1250 

APOLLO  494  5D6&044  4444/430 
0000  Bos  6,  Mats  Tl*>  3.58  0.15 
JENNY  SEAGRGVE 

“knpeccabte’’  Tares 
HAYLEY  MILLS 
“Magnificent- F.T 

DEAD  GUILTY 

■Richard  HaW  new  ptoy  la  TIC 


BLOOMSBURY  THEATRE 
B/O  CC  0171  3B8BB22  Fran  Dec  IB 
MonFn  U30S30Q 
W/C  Dec  25  TueSaM  1 30  &  300 
SOOTY  AT  CWUSTMAS  _ 

CAMBRIDGE  BOA  cc  0171  404 
5054  cc  (no  bkg  toe)  312  1992/ 344 
4444  Gips  413  3321/  312  1970/ 

«4  5454 

FAME 

THEMUSKAL 

-FAMEBAFEEL-GOOO 

TRHJMPff  Mai  On  Swday 
“BREATWAKB4G”  Irrfependerf 
fores  7  30.  Mats  Wed  3  Sa  3  CO 

COMEDY  00  4  cc  01 71  369  1731 
cc  0171 420  0000  (no  tftg  tea) 

ZOEWANAMAKERia 
THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 

bv  TENNESSEE  WILIAMS 
Qracted  by  Sam  Mantfas 
Eves  7  30  Mals  Sal  300 
_ IMTH)  SEASON _ 

CRITERION  369 1747  ec  (no  bkg  tee) 
01713444444 

DANEL  MICHAEL 

MASSEY  PENMNGTDN 

two  wui^ong  NMOiog 

pwtoi'Mawca  s  ■  ji  tremendous 
play,  wmandoualy  part  onwad* 

D.Tel 

TAKING  SIDES 

“a  maitorpioco"  Mai  On  Sunaay 
by  Ronald  Hamood 
“•cruptAouiiy  awl  iflnctad  by 
HaroM  Attar”  Observer 
MaoSai  73a  Mtts  Wed  A  Sal  230 
MUST  END  TOMORROW 

CRITERION  389 1747/420  0000/ 
$44  4444 

JONATHAN  HARVEY'S  NEW 
COMEDY  WT 

RUPERT  STREET 

LONELY  HEARTS  CLUB 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  (Bkg  tee)  2«r  7  days  0171  494 
5030/3444444/430  0300 Ops  49* 
5454/413  3311/312  6000 

MISS  SAIGON 

-THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OFOURTME** 

NOWMtIS 

7TH  SENSATIONAL  TEAH1 
Eves  7  45  Mats  Wad  A  Sat 
Good  aeatoavaR  tor  Wad  Mat 
&  aonw  parte  -  apply  BXX 
FOR  TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOKMOS  &  PBtSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171  484  5080  (BM3  Fg) 


DUKE  OF  YORKS  0171  636 
5122/9837  CC42D  0000/344 
4444  (34  ras.no  tea) 

ROYAL  COURT  CLASSICS 
HmyGoottnan  NrtngOSrthon 
Fred  Poarxn  Tm  Potter 

HYSTERIA 

Teny  Johnson's  "custerd  pte  at  comic 
brSanca"  Tma  Otd 
BEST  COMEDY 
0UVB1 AYIARD 
FOR6WfflGOM.Y 
Eves  7303m  Mats  Sal  3pm 


FORTUNE  BO  A  CC  0171  836 
2238/01713128033 
DAVID  AKMEW 

BURKE  HAVU1 

SoaaiHSra 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BUCK 

Adapted  0y  Stephen  IMBbwt 
"A  rad  thriH  o(  bOBW"  S  Times 
NOW  IN  ITS  7TH  YEAR 
UUnSU  tan  Mats  Tubs  3poi  Set  4cm 


FORTUNE  Cov  Gdn  0171  836  2238 
‘Owe  ol  9m  llneat  partorwiicaa 
on  tf»  Weal  End  atage*  Wtwa  On 

MARIE 

“A  breath  ol  fresh  ah"  Tines 


COLNAGHI 


!  .  Z  ■;  '  a5.v.  j  Winter  Exhibition  of 

j  ■'  v-  -  j !  Old  Master  and 

[  yJ  .:  19th  Century  Drawings 


!  .  -V  # 


■ »  r  1 


:  T-z.  ! 

I  ..  -rA  '•  !  -  V': 


from  ElJOQQ  la  Q0JXX) 

5th  -  15th  December 

Catalogue  available 


■]  14  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4JL 
*  Tel:  0171-491  740S 


□urlo^ouph  NiUmt  15130  -1777 
Htfi-ulrs  Bed  dull.  1C  v  181  nun 


Mon-Fri  10-6,  Sat  I0-4pm 


DOi«OON  TtkattnesOITl  4)6 
6060/0171 420fl0CD«*g  lee).  Cm 
0171  416  6075/413  3321/420  Q2M 

GREASE 

Sbnng  SHANE  RKNE 
and  SAMANTHA  JAISJS 
"Fast,  ftatag*  A  (W,  fun,  fun." 

Daly  Mrrar 

Evas  730.  Mats  Wed  A  Sal  3pm 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  -  AWL Y 
OAKY  TO  BOK  OFFICE 


DUCHESS  cc  0171 494  S07D  oc  344 
u<4  (no  Bfcg  teel/336  2426  (t*g  tee) 
01714133321  Ew  6pm.  WBd  mat 
3pm,  Sai  Spit  A  830 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY™ ESU 
NOW  M  ITS  Bb  YEAR 

D0NT  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 


OARRtCK  0171434  5065/ 
0171312 1980  (no  Wg  tea) 


IS  MAJOR  AWARDS 
Tire  Royal  NaSonM 
Tbeam  preMidlon 

jaPiiaaOay'a 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

THRR1BIQ  IBKTBESSBr 
OJH 

"ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
KTOXICATMG,  T>EATRfCAlLY 
B6AGWATWE  EXFPUENLE8 
OFTHETWOi^S 
-TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTHRALLING,  VISUALLY 
STUNNING  DRAMATXTal 
FINAL  LONDON  SEASON 
Monfti  7.45,  500  A  815, 

Kited  am  230 


G&GUD  SbaRMDvy  tea  he  cc 
0171 494  5530  (no  bfcg  fee) 
cc  0171 344  4444  {no  Wg  toe) 
Soups  0171  4945454 

julia  McKenzie 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 
‘A  MELODRAMATIC  CQftCDY 
THBISWONDERAJU-YRMW 
WC  GENUN&Y  SCARY”  Dial 
■\rtft  the  auSanoa  in  turn  RQMMS 
WITH  LAUGHTER  AM)  lEftPNG 
FORWARD  N  fflSfT  Indipandant 
Ewes  730  Mala  Wed  A  3at  300 


KAYMARKET 830  8800 
cc  344  4444/420  0000  (bkg  too) 
Tt£  PETB!  HALL  COMPANY 
ALAN  BATES  O9MAJ0Ma 
‘atfxabTam  ■manratoua'Sdn 

THE  MASTER  BUILDSl 

Feter  HWi  fna  new  atapngOTte 
Ttal  to  be  mtosed  on  any  aecounT 
&Tm». 

FOR  S  WEEKS  ONLY 


HER  MAJESTY'S  241*  494  5400 
(t*g  tee)  CC  3*4  4444/420  0000  (bkg 
tee)  &pa  484 5464/413  331 1/830  6123 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBRSTS 
AWARD  WWW  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Dkadad  by  HAROLD  HWCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  26  SEPT  86 
Eves  745  Util  Wed  A  Sat  330. 
Apply  to  BwOffca  daly  tar  ranma 


LOIOON  PALLADIUM  8Q/0C 
0171  494  5020/3444444  (El  H  aanr 
did  <20  0000  Gpa  0171 494  5454 
JBADALE 

RETURNS  TO  THE  WEST  BO 
"A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL 
EVENT- DMy  Mai 

OLIVER' 

2ND  SPECTACULAR  YEAR 
U0N3.  BAHTS  MASTERPIECE 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORF 

STimos 

Eyre  730  Mata  Wad  ASM  230 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOW  FOR  WEEKDAY 


LYRIC  ShaftaAve  BCtybc  0171 494 
5045  cc  0171344  4444  (no  t*g  tec) 


"a  conic  lor  da  tatt"  D.Tai 
MCHOAMcAlUm 

Tx*n  ts  pisy  Mogcte*  Today 
GRAHAM  TUBER 
“gtawdly  fumy"  EXMei 

HOBSON'S  CHOICE 

byHaddBrighouw 
Directed  tjy  Frar*  Hauser 
IMipflMtM'D.TU 

&ac  730  ms*  am 
PCTDCEPTDSFB 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 828 
2252  ape  0171 620  07412** 
ccMgtea0T7(<a)0(XD 
OLIVER  TcnT  7.15,  Tatnor200A 
7.15  MOTHER  COUtAGE  A  HER 
CHKDRBI  Berkff  Gactt  in  a  new 
vantan  by  Dartd  Hare.  Toni  6pm, 
nJLTFORHfc  SMKM  CALLOW 
ON  ORSON  WELLES 
LYTTLETON  Ton,  Tamar 
JREVEWS)  730  ROSWCRANIZ 
A  QLBLDENSTLHN  ARE  DEAD 
Tom  Stoppard 

COTTESLOE  Ton’l,  Tumor  7.00 
1BCHABO  B  Wttam  Stetaaohere 


NEW  LONDON  Dnvy  Lane  WC2  BO 
0171 405  0072  CC  01 71 40f40792«v 
0171344  4444/4200000 
Gip»0l7l  413  3311/9306123 
DE  WOBEW  LLOYD  WfflBBV 
raBJOTMTEMAIONN. 
AWAnDWNNNSMUSCAL 

CATS 

Eva  7A5  Hals  Tua&  Sal  300 
LATEOOIERSNOT  ADWTTED 
wwfAuononuMSN 
MOTION.  Pl£ASE  BG  PROMPT. 
8am  open  at  £45 

UNnEDMXOF  SEATS  AVAL 
DALY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE. 

OLD  VC  0171 328  6666/312  8034 

The  BoyM  NafiantiThaaten'a 

THE  WIND  IN 
THE  WILLOWS 

-AN  ABSOJITE  WNNBTOn 
CM 


UTTB1LEY  ENCHANTMQ—A 
SMALL  MASTHgeCE-F.T. 

-AH  PMESOTABLE 
PeceOFTHEATUFlNR 
Soma  Good  Saeta  Sn 
AvaltiBa  Before  CMatnaa 
MorvGot  730pm. 

Wad  &  Sat  mate  23tom 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171434  0909 
cc?4hra  (Mg  tea)  0171044 

4444  Gps  0171 413  3311 
THE  WORLD’S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES  MEERABLES 

NOWMrrsmH 


Evre  730  Mats  TTu&  Sat  230 
Latecomers  nolBdrrftted 
unBOiertenal 
LADED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL. 
DALY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


PHOENIX  BQ/CC  Q171 3G9 1733 
/344  4444/420  0000  (tee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 
ALL  4  MAJOR  AWARDS 
WILY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

STEPHANE  LAWRENCE 
STEFAN  DBMS  CARL  WAYNE 
-Bitage  tt»  audtenoa  to  Ha  fare, 
aad  rowtog  Ra  appmti”  D  MM 
fows  7.45  Mata  ffa#a  3  St  4 


PICCADBXY  0171 369 1734 
CC24IVS  344  4444. 
dps  312 1970/<133321 

•WINNER!* 

BEST  MUSICAL 
Evonkig  Standard  Award  •SB 
-ONE  OF  THE  BEST  MU8KAL 
PRODUCTIONS  LOMXM  HAS 
SEEN  FOR  YEARS- DExpraes 
-JERRY  HERMAN'S 
WONDStfUL  BURST  OF 
MUSICAL  FIREWORKS"  DAtai 

MACK  &  MABEL 

MorvSal  a  7.4S,  Mara  Wod  5 

_ _ Sat  al  3 00 _ 

PLAYHOUSE  0171 839  4401 

/C171  4300000(0171  3444444 

AN  ALL  STAR  CAST  W  RAY 
COOfEY*S  ICW  COMEDY  HTT 

FUNNY  MONEY 

TAUQH3  GALORE  ..A 
WtHMSTHExp 
“Batter  than 

rayitaan  prtcalaaaT).  W 

MaraSat  8JQ0,  htate  Thi  3S0.  Sat  500 
THEATRE  RESTAURANT 
_ 01719308446 _ 

PRMCE  EDWARD  0171  734  8951 
cc  ppf  nottg  fee)  Fkst  Cal  4200100 
/  0171 344  4444  anus  830  6123. 

BEST  MUSICAL 
Laimnca  OMar  Asarrts  S3 
*YtKTO  BE  CRAZY  TO  MSS  IT 
DAW 

CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

-pure  THE  BRlOHr  UQHTS 
BACK  M1HE  WEST  E»M 
DAZZLING  STYlf  MoSl 
Ews  7.45,  Mate  Thu  ft  Sal  i00 
GOOD  SEATS  AVAILABLE 
_ THSWEat _ 

PRMCE  OF  WALES  0171 838 
5972/420023^344  4444/4166052 
Grt»  0171 43)  03)0/413  3321 

TOMMY  STEELE 
WHAT A SHOW 

Tamagto  Show  packs  Raah, 
Bov.  Vtafcp’  Eve  StnM 
EvgjMoraSatBpm,  Mate  Wed  3pm 
StfSpm 

Far  a  Lhnltod  ff—aan 


PRMCE  EDWARD  0171  447  &4Q0 
Ftti  CM  420  0100  Ottir  Bkg  tee) 
344  4444  Groups  430  0200 
Caiwnai  MacWreoiti  presetre 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

AttowMcicelby 

BQUBLISCHOBB1G 

FROM  22  MAY  1896 


To  advertise  in  ti&s 
section  please  cal! 
our  Entertainments 
Team  on 
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Naivety  at  root  of  latest  sending-off 

Gascoigne  again 
pays  price  for 
lack  of  discipline 


PAUL  GASCOIGNE'S  send¬ 
ing-off  in  Rangers'  2-2  draw 
with  Borussia  Dortmund  in  a 
European  Cup  Champions' 
League  match  on  Wednesday 
will  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of 
guilt  but,  in  another  sense,  it  is 
his  overwhelming  innocence 
that  remains  remarkable. 

The  England  mid  Geld  play¬ 
er,  28,  possesses  mature  judg¬ 
ment  only  when  assessing  the 
angle  of  a  pass  or  the  timing  of 
a  run.  In  matters  of  discipline, 
he  remains  incapable  of  calcu¬ 
lating  the  consequences  of  his 
actions. 

In  that  respect,  he  is  almost 
gauche.  The  misdemeanour 
that  brought  his  dismissal  at 
the  Westfaienstadion  was  the 
pnoducr  of  startling  naivety.  A 
few  moments  before  receiving 
his  second  yellow  card  of  the 
night,  Gascoigne  had  been 
warned  by  the  referee,  Ma¬ 
nuel  Diaz  Vega,  of  Spain, 
against  prolonged  questioning 
of  decisions.  The  player  was 
not  to  be  diverted  from  con¬ 
frontation.  though,  and,  after 
75  minutes,  pursued  the  offi¬ 
cial  down  the  pitch  with  a 


By  Kevin  McCarra 

fatuous  protest  over  a  free  kick 
awarded  for  handball. 

Gascoigne’s  first  booking  of 
the  evening  may  have  been 
more  orthodox,  yet  the  offence, 
a  foul  on  Andy  Moiler.  was 
also  inane.  The  Dortmund 
player  was  in  no  position  to 
pose  a  threat  when  Gascoigne 
landed  his  crude  challenge. 

The  yellow  card  for  that 
indiscretion  took  the  player 
over  the  disciplinary  points 
threshold  and  ensured  rhar  he 
would  miss  his  club’s  next 
European  match.  The  order¬ 
ing  off  guarantees  that  the  ban 
wi/1  he  extended  by  at  least  one 
game. 

The  true  cost  io  Rangers, 
howev-er.  cannot  be  measured 
in  the  loss  of  Gascoigne's 
servioes  late  next  year.  Instead 
of  wondering  how  he  will  cope 
without  the  player  then,  Wal¬ 
ter  Smith,  the  manager,  may 
wonder  what  he  is  to  do  with 
him  now.  There  will  be  time  to 
consider  the  matter  since  he  is 
suspended  for  the  club's  next 
two  matches  in  Scotland. 

Accumulated  bookings  and 
a  one-game  ban  for  bringing 


A  disconsolate  Gascoigne  makes  his  way  to  the 
dressing-room  after  his  dismissal  in  Dortmund 


the  game  into  disrepute  by  his 
conduct  during  last  month's 
match  at  Aberdeen  account  for 
the  sentence.  The  piecemeal 
accumulation  that  brought 
punishment  of  Gascoigne  by 
the  Scottish  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  has  been  typical  of  his 
time  at  Ibrox  since  signing  in  a 
142  million  move  from  Lazio 
during  the  summer. 

Some  had  expected  there 
would  be  one  special  and 
shameful  outburst  in  Glas¬ 
gow,  perhaps  arising  from  the 
emotionally  overwrought  at¬ 
mosphere  of  an  Old  Firm 
fixture.  As  it  turns  out,  the 
public  has  seen  only  a  stream 
of  small  but  persistent 
offences. 

The  occasional  dashes  with 
opponents  and  disagreements 
with  referees  stem  from  Gas¬ 
coigne  having  to  make  regular 
appearances  after  playing 
only  sporadically  for  Lazio  for 
the  past  few  years  because  of 
injuries.  Now  that  he  is 
healthy  enough  to  play  mast 
Saturdays.  Gascoigne  cannot 
avoid  the  truth  —  he  is  no 
longer  the  player  he  was. 

All  the  operations  have  nat¬ 
urally  eaten  into  his  capabili¬ 
ties.  There  is  a  fitness  of  sorts 
and  Gascoigne  is  known  as  an 
enthusiastic  trainer,  but  a 
programme  that  brings 
matches  twice  a  week  seems  to 
be  exhausting  him. 

The  player  also  lacks  the 
speed  he  enjoyed  as  a  younger 
man.  Opponents  have  begun 
to  suspect  that,  if  they  can 
raise  the  pace  of  the  game,  it 
will  move  beyond  Gascoigne's 
reach.  None  of  that  prevents 
him  from  producing  sublime 
football  and,  againsr  Dort¬ 
mund  on  Wednesday,  he  con¬ 
structed  the  early  domination 
that  could  have  decided  the 
outcome  in  Rangers  favour.  - 
His  dub  might  still  be 
prepared  to  regard  him  as  a 
valuable  acquisition  merely 
for  those  spells,  but  Gascoigne 
himself  seems  unsettled  by  the 
fleeting  nature  of  his  effective¬ 
ness.  From  frustration  comes 
the  frenetic  nature  of  his 
behaviour  on  the  field-  Scruti¬ 
ny  of  him  will  only  intensify, 
perpetuating  his  problems. 

Smith  may  not  be  eager  to 
offload  him  but  it  was  signifi¬ 
cant  that  the  manager's  re¬ 
sponse  to  suggestions  that 
Chelsea  might  bid  for  him 
stopped  well  short  of  insist¬ 
ence  that  Gascoigne  must,  at 
all  costs,  stay  at  Ibrox. 


Conwy  broaden  horizons 

Non-League  Football  by  Walter  Gammje 


CONWY  United  missed  the 
chance  of  overtaking  Barry 
Town  at  the  top  of  the  League 
of  Wales  when  held  to  a  2-2 
draw  by  Connah's  Quay  on 
Wednesday  night  They  are, 
nevertheless,  enjoying  a  re¬ 
markable  season  of  success 
that  sees  them  chasing  one  of 
the  coveted  places  in  Euro¬ 
pean  competition  next  year. 

By  sharp  irony,  while  CoF 
wyn  Bay,  seven  miles  away, 
pursue  their  path  in  the 
Uni  Bond  League,  Conwy’s 
flying  start  to  the  season  has 
been  based  upon  the  recruit¬ 
ment  of  two  of  English  non- 
League  football’s  most 
>  redoubtable  strikers,  Ken  Me- 
«  Kenna.  35,  and  Chris  Cam¬ 
den.  32.  Their  goals  have 
given  the  North  Wales  coast 
dub  a  heavyweight  cutting 
edge. 

McKenna  joined  as  assis¬ 
tant  manager  at  the  start  of 
last  season,  when  Paul  Row¬ 
lands.  the  former  Altrincham 
manager,  took  charge.  Mc¬ 
Kenna,  a  formidable  and 
occasionally  fiery  talent  over 


many  years  with  Runcorn 
and  Altrincham,  scored  30 
goals  and  has  already  rattled 
in  23  this  season. 

Camden,  whose  goals  had 
played  a  large  part  in  Ma¬ 
rine’s  success  story  had  been 
lined  up  to  join  Conwy  as 
player-coach  by  John  Hulse. 
who  took  over  as  manager 
from  Rowlands  at  the  start  of 
the  season. 

“He  then  had  an  offer  from 
Wilton  Albion,"  Hulse  said 
"He  started  17  matches  and 
scored  ten  goals  but  Witton 
were  leaking  a  few,  so  Ray 
Ransom  decided  to  play  five 
at  the  back  and  two  speedy 
fellows  up  front  and  Chris 
was  left  out 

"He  told  them  that,  at  his 
age.  he  didn't  want  to  sit  on 
the  bench  and  three  weeks 
ago  came  back  to  us.  He  lacks 
a  bit  of  sharpness  but  he’s 
played  four  matches  and 
scored  four  goals." 

Hulse’s  connection  with 
McKenna  and  Camden  goes 
back  to  the  days  when  he 
managed  Avenue,  the  Birken¬ 


head  club  that  enjoyed  FA 
Sunday  Cup  success  in  the 
eighties. 

“Their  experience  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  is  second  to  none," 
Hulse  said.  "It  brings  a  terrif¬ 
ic  boost  to  the  youngsters  in 
the  side."  Conwy's  decision  to 
look  outside  Wales  is  an 
ambitious  attempt  under  Gar¬ 
eth  Rees,  their  chairman,  to 
make  the  most  of  the  benefits 
from  the  League  of  Wales. 

Cedi  Jones,  the  secretary, 
said;  “With  grants  from  the 
football  Association  of 
Wales,  we've  put  up  flood¬ 
lights,  a  new  stand  and  terrac¬ 
ing.  Now  that  we  are 
established  as  a  national 
league,  the  Football  Trust  has 
given  £300,000  that  last  sea¬ 
son  was  split  between  the  top 
three  clubs.  This  season  it  will 
go  to  dubs  four  to  six  if  those 
three  finish  top  again." 

The  prize  at  the  end  of  the 
season  is  two  places  in  the 
Uefa  Cup  and  one  in  the 
LnterToto  Cup.  "It  will  be  like 
a  pools  win  to  be  in  Europe," 
Hulse  said. 


The  Austrian  skier,  Alexandra 
Meissnitzer,  made  her  first  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  winner's  podium  at  Val 
d'Is&re,  France,  yesterday  after  a 
surprising  victory  in  the  women's 
super  giant  slalom.  Meissnitzer,  XL  is 
pictured  while  recording  a  time  of 


lmin  |4.5Ssec  for  her  first  career 
victory  after  a  previous  highest  finish 
of  fourth.  She  was  twelfth  in  the  first 
super  giant  slalom  of  the  season  in 
Vail.  Colorado,  and  said:  "I  was 
disappointed  with  the  place  there.  1 
had  a  long  talk  with  my  coach  and  he 


told  me  to  take  more  chances."  Heidi 
ZefleMSachler.  of  Switzerland,  was 
second.  She  is  recovering  from  a  calf 
injury  and  said:  "It's  the  first  time  I 
have  had  a  solid  run  this  season.  It's 
taken  time  to  get  back  into  shape  after 
the  injury."  Results,  page  40 


Castres  case  underlines  need  for 
clearer  laws  in  professional  era 


THE  scenes  at  Swansea  on 
Tuesday  evening,  when  the 
Castres  manager  threatened 
to  take  his  team  off  the  field 
midway  through  the  second 
half  of  the  Heineken  Cup 
match  because  of  what  he 
thought  was  a  misguided  and 
unjust  referee,  suggest  that 
trouble  lies  ahead  for  rugby 
union. 

Sadly,  the  sport  must  pre¬ 
pare  itself  for  this.  Unless  the 
vexing  questions  relating  to 
the  arguable  and  often  inde¬ 
terminate  nature  of  the  game's 
laws  are  soon  addressed,  I  fear 
that  violent  reaction  of  one 
sort  or  another  will  recur. 

Guesswork  plays  a  signifi¬ 
cant  role  on  the  observers’  part 
when  any  game  of  rugby  is 
viewed,  while  the  players 
admit  to  performing  to  the 
principle,  knowing  that  each 
official  has  his  idiosyncrasies, 
of  "playing  to  the  referee”. 

This  is  certainly  not  a  ratio¬ 
nale  for  any  sport  which 
deems  itself  professional. 
Livelihoods  will  soon  depend 
on  it.  Clarity,  therefore,  is 
essential.  Rugby's  convoluted 
laws  and  its  many  ambiguities 
remained  permissible  only  as 
long  as  the  game  remained 
amateur,  survival  depended 
on  Large  doses  of  a  generous 
spirit 

The  many  borderline  cases 
of  the  laws  amounted  to 
nothing  that  could  not  be 
settled  over  a  gentlemanly 
beer  and  a  good  dinner. 
Rugby  was,  in  essence,  a 
gadabout's  game;  it  was  a  lot 
of  fun.  If,  in  the  upper  eche¬ 
lons,  the  rugby  grew  to  be 
more  serious,  with  greater 
commitment  demanded  of  the 
players,  it  was  still  a  game  to 
be  played  for  its  own  sake. 

The  serious  business  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  earn  a  living  was  left  for 
another  day  and  a  club  sur¬ 
vived  and  prospered  on  week¬ 
ly  subscriptions  and  car-boot 
sales.  Rugbys  success  was 
founded  on  this. 

No  sport  pays  as  much 
attention  to  its  main  official  as 
rugby.  No  sport  relies  so  much 
on  a  variety  of  interpretation. 


Gerald 

Davies 

Rugby  Commentary 


So  much  emphasis  is  laid 
upon  this  that  the  danger  for 
the  game  is  that  the  winners 
can  seem  so  often  to  be 
determined  by  the  whims  of 
the  referee  and  his  under¬ 
standing  of  events  in  so  many 
ill-defined  areas. 

Any  one  of  several  infringes 
ments  can  occur  at  any  one 
time.  Often  it  depends  where 
the  referee  is  looking.  Who, 
for  instance,  is  transgressing 
at  the  Iineout  and  how  many 
are  up  to  no  good?  While  he  is 


looking  at  this,  what  about  the 
threequarters  overstepping 
their  offside  mark  in  midfield? 

The  referee  deserves  our 
sympathy  but,  perhaps,  he  is 
not  so  innocent  Every  referee 
since  the  1991  World  Cup  has 
ignored  Law  20,  which  gov¬ 
erns  the  scrum.  This  states 
that  the  ball  should  be  put  into 
the  scrum  down  a  middle  line 
between  the  front  rows.  In 
fact,  scrum  halves  put  in  the 
ball  any  way  they  like. 

What  is  new  about  that? 


Second-team  spoils 
go  to  Light  Blues 


Oxford  Greyhounds . 7 

Cambridge  LX  Club . 8 

By  a  Correspondent 

DESPITE  the  biting  wind  and 
light  snow,  the  second  teams 
of  the  two  ancient  universities 
staged  a  stirring  contest  at 
Iffley  Road  yesterday  that 
could  have  gone  either  way. 
although  Cambridge  were  the 
stronger  side. 

Ruffell  won  plenty  of  ball  in 
the  middle  of  the  lineaut,  Ryan 
was  a  constant  threat  with  his 
probing  runs,  and  Spencer 
and  Sexton  were  resolute  out¬ 
side.  Yet  Kennedy,  a  Blue  at 
stand-off  in  1993,  frequently 
wasted  opportunities  through 
poor  choice  of  options. 

It  was  from  his  missed 
touch  that  Oxford  gained  the 
position  from  which  scrum- 
half  Jones  burrowed  over 
from  close  range.  That,  cou¬ 
pled  with  Sackree’s  touch-line 
conversion,  brought  them  to 
within  a  point  after  eight 
minutes  of  the  second  half. 


Cambridge  had  established 
their  lead  in  the  first  half-hour 
through  Kennedy's  penalty 
goal  and  a  try  by  Garfield 
after  their  best  period  of  the 
match.  They  persisted  in  try¬ 
ing  to  play  expansive  rugby  on 
a  day  that  was  better  suited  to 
kick  and  rush. 

Hie  closeness  of  the  margin 
ensured  a  small  but  vocal 
crowd's  interest  was  sustained 
all  the  way  to  the  finish.  On 
the  stroke  of  full  time, 
Memagen'S  dropped  goal  at¬ 
tempt  went  agonisingly  wide. 
SCORERS:  Greyhounds:  Try:  Janes 
Convarefon:  Saaee.  LX  Club:  Try:  Gar- 
Aekl  Penalty  goal:  Kennedy 
OXFORD  UNIVERSITY  GREYHOUNDS,  J 
Sacree  (SI  Edmund  HaS.  captain);  N  Booth 
fWbrcestwl.  JWyafl  (Wtorassiari.  D  Mages 
(Tnnlty).  J  TMey  (Perntsote);  M  Wknmagen 
(Kefciei,  C  Jones  (Ummstfyl.  J  Bottnmfl 
(Manor).  M  Case  (Waiceaat).  D  Gram 
(Worcester.  C  McCarthy  (Templeton),  R 
BHott  (Oriel).  C  Smith  (Rebfe).  J  Britton 
(Now),  J  Kkidon  (Queen's) 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  LX  CtLfc:  J 
Rutter  (St  John's);  S  Sexton  (Hugtes  Halt}. 
D  Moore  (Tansy  Hal).  A  Spencer  (St 
John's),  M  GartSotd  (RtzwIBani);  A  Ken¬ 
nedy  (SI  John's).  B  Ryan  (Honwrtan);  D 
Brandt  (Downing).  J  Edwards  (St  Catha- 
nfw's),  H  Thomas  (St  Caltemne's),  A 
NeWrop  K3rt«V).  G  Airy  (Hughes  HaS. 
captain),  ti  Ruffeil  (Homenon),  M  Hotmas 
(Peterhouse).  J  Coda  (St  Edmund's). 
Referee:  K  Roberts  (Mom  Mktandfc) 


Rugby  has  always  had  ro  live 
with  many  interpretations  and 
difficulties,  not  only  from  one 
referee  to  the  next  but  from 
one  country  to  another.  How¬ 
ever.  such  a  liberal  approach 
can  no  longer  be  sustained 
now  that  rugby  has  cast  aside 
its  amateur  status. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  for 
example,  the  referee  awarded 
15  praalties  and  four  free  kicks 
against  Castres  in  the  first 
half,  during  which  Swansea 
were  not  penalised  at  all. 
Admittedly,  Castres  were  fla¬ 
grant  in  their  use  of  the  fist 
and  the  boot.  Never  have 
examples  of  eye-gouging  been 
so  blatant 

However,  the  imbalance  in 
the  penalty  count  incensed  the 
French  club's  committee  and 
supporters.  While  Swansea 
were  not  guilty  of  Castres's 
wilder  transgressions,  they 
were  certainly  not  innocent  of 
milder  offences  such  as  offside 
and  going  over  the  top  at  the 
point  of  the  tackle.  Yet,  as  the 
figures  show,  they  went  scot- 
free. 

Acknowledging  that  rugby 
is  a  flawed  and  inexact  sport, 
Castres  have  every  right  to 
query  this  discrepancy.  Such 
a  widespread  difference  might 
suggest  that  French  clubs  are 
operating  not  so  much  under 
other  interpretations  but 
under  another  set  of  laws 
altogether. 

Castres,  therefore,  failed  to 
reach  the  semi-final  stage,  and 
both  the  club  and  its  players 
lost  a  stream  of  revenue.  This 
is  a  serious  business.  The  old 
benevolent  spirit,  like  ir  or  not, 
has  gone. 

There  are  now  substantial 
monetary  rewards  in  the 
game,  there  are  more  on  the 
way.  With  so  much  on  offer,  to 
win  or  lose  must  be  seen  to  be 
more  clearly  related  to  the 
efforts  of  the  players,  rather 
than  the  vagaries  of  the 
referee. 

If  not,  referees  will  increas¬ 
ingly  need  to  be  escorted  from 
the  field  by  a  posse  of  guards, 
as  Charles  Muir  was  at  St 
Helen's  on  Tuesday. 


Hussain’s 

positive 

approach 

enhances 

captaincy 

From  Pat  Gibson 

IN  PESHAWAR.  PAKISTAN 

WATCHING  Nasser  Hussain 
playing  pool  with  the  rest  of 
the  England  A  cricket  team  at 
the  British  High  Commission 
dub  in  Islamabad,  he  is  very 
much  one  of  the  boys.  Listen¬ 
ing  to  him  telling  those  same 
players  what  he  wants  on  the 
cricket  field,  there  is  no  ques¬ 
tioning  his  authority  over 
them. 

As  Michael  Atherton  will  be 
the  first  to  admit,  striking  the 
right  balance  between  being  a 
part  of  the  team  yet  at  the 
same  time  being  apart  from  it. 
is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
aspects  of  the  job  for  a  young 
captain.  Hussain  seems  to 
have  accomplished  it  as  effect¬ 
ively  as  Atherton  did. 

In  fact,  John  Emburey.  rhe 
England  A  team  manager  on 
their  tour  of  Pakistan,  goes  so 
far  as  to  say:  “If  England  ever 
have  to  look  for  someone  to 
take  over  from  Atherton,  if  he 
was  ro  get  ill  or  injured  or 
anything  like  that,  I  think 
Hussain  could  be  a  very  good 
replacement." 

Thinking  along  those  lines 
shows  what  an  impression 
Hussain  has  made  an  being 
entrusted  with  leading  the  first 
English  expedition  to  these 
parts  since  the  infamous  Mike 
Gatting  tour  of  1987-88. 

It  has  not  been  easy  in  a 
country  where  nothing  is  ever 
straightforward.  England  A 
have  outplayed  every  side  they 
have  met  so  comprehensively 
that  the  first  danger  was 
complacency.  Then  it  was 
boredom,  because  of  the  acute 
shortage  of  practice  facilities 
and  soda!  activity. 

Now  the  threat  Is  frustra¬ 
tion,  as  the  rain  that  cost  them 
the  chance  of  winning  the 
second  international  match  at 
Rawalpindi  and  talcing  a  win¬ 
ning  2-0  lead  in  the  three- 
match  series  has  followed 
them  to  the  north-west  frontier 
and  may  delay  the  start  of  the 
third  game  in  the  Arbab  Niaz 
Stadium  here  today. 

The  players  have  already 
been  warned  to  be  on  their 
guard  in  this  sometimes  law¬ 
less  city,  just  11  miles  from  the 
Khyber  Pass  and  the 
Afganistan  border,  and 
Hussain  will  be  underlining 
the  message  from  a  cricketing 
point  of  view  in  the  same 
uncompromising  terms  as  he 
has  used  throughout  the  tour. 

"He  has  not  said  a  lot," 
Emburey  said,  “but  what  he 
has  said  has  been  very  con¬ 
structive,  very  positive  and 
very  much  to  the  point.  He  can 
be  tough  when  he  has  to  be 
tough  and  he  can  also  get  very 


Hussain:  earned  respect 

aimoyed  when  he  has  some¬ 
thing  to  get  annoyed  about,  in 
our  first  four-day  game  in 
Karachi,  the  boys  had  a  bad 
morning  and  he  really  cracked 
the  whip  at  lunchtime.  They 
went  out  in  the  afternoon  and 
took  five  wickets  in  the  session 
to  turn  the  game  around." 

The  key  to  such  firm  leader¬ 
ship  is  having  the  respect  of 
the  players  and  Hussain  has 
earned  that  through  his  bat¬ 
ting.  "He  has  shown  the  way.” 
Emburey  said. “He  has  a  good 
technique  for  the  wickets  we 
have  played  on  and  the  other 
"ayers  have  learnt  from 


play* 

him. 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  S  1995 


Martin  takes  place  in  last  four  after  Medvedev’s  enforced  retirement 

Becker  fails 
to  lift  black 
mood  of 


LUCTMOHUBL 


grey  match 

From  Stuart  Jones,  tennis  correspondent, 

IN  MUNICH 


EVEN  Boris  Becker,  who  likes 
nothing  better  than  to  make  a 
drama  out  of  a  crisis,  faded  to 
inject  any  life  into  the  first 
quarter-final  of  the  Grand 
Slam  Cup  here  yesterday.  He 
extended  it  as  long  as  he 
reasonably  could  before  bring¬ 
ing  to  a  swift  and  natural 
conclusion  an  occasion  devoid 
of  lustre,  tension  and  passion. 

In  Frankfurt  three  weeks 
ago.  he  had  enthralled  capaci¬ 
ty  crowds  by  escaping  time 
and  again  from  perilous  posit¬ 
ions  on  his  way  to  winning  the 
ATP  Tour  championship 
finals.  Yesterday,  against  By¬ 
ron  Blade,  of  Zimbabwe,  nei¬ 
ther  he  nor  the  spectators 
appeared  to  be  motivated  by 
his  predictable  progress  to  the 
last  four. 

The  stadium  was  barely  half 
full  when  he  started,  20  min¬ 
utes  behind  schedule  in  mid- 
afternoon,  with  four  careless 
errors,  it  was  hardly  any 
noisier  when  he  finished,  hav¬ 
ing  thrown  away  any  preten¬ 
sions  that  the  contest  might  be 
finely  balanced,  it  was  not  in 
theory.  Nor  should  it  have 
been  in  practice. 

Hie  combination  of  Black 
and  Becker  might  have  con¬ 
jured  up  images  of  shots  being 
drilled  and  holes  being  cut 
into  defences,  but  there  was 
nothing  as  incisive  or  penetra¬ 
tive  about  the  affair  until  the 
dreary  first  set  had  stumbled 
into  a  tie-break.  Then,  at  last, 
the  German  decided  that 
enough  was  enough. 


He  fired  a  couple  of  aces, 
broke  his  opponent  three 
times  to  take  it  7-1  and.  with  a 
contrasting  sense  of  urgency, 
swept  through  the  second  set 
to  go  through  7-6,  6-1.  He 
explained  that,  once  he  had 
become  accustomed  to  Blade's 
unusual  style,  "everything 
seemed  to  be  rolling". 

After  reaching  the  semi¬ 
final  for  the  first  time.  Becker 
added:  "He  fought  well  and 
played  well  until  the  tie-break. 
Then  1  had  a  good  start  with  a 
clean  forehand  return  and. 
once  I  had  die  first  set.  I  knew 
more  or  less  how  to  play  him. 
Everything  from  then  on 
seemed  to  be  easier." 

Black  was  plainly  at  a  huge 
disadvantage.  Giving  away 
six  inches  in  height,  two  years 
in  age  and  36  places  in  the 
world  rankings,  he  hardly 
qualified  as  a  lightweight 
Whereas  Becker  bas  collected 
44  tides,  more  than  half  of 
them  indoors.  Black  has  never 
won  a  tournament  anywhere. 

He  was  prominent  primari¬ 
ly  as  a  doubles  player  and  is 
most  easily  recognisable  for 
being  one  of  the  few  profes¬ 
sionals  to  operate  with  two 
hands  on  either  flank.  To 
compensate  for  his  lack  of 
flexibility  and  shortened 
reach,  he  is  blessed  with 
startling  agility.  Becker,  by 
comparison,  was  as  lithe  as  an 
ox  yesterday. 

When  they  met  for  the  first 
time,  in  Basle  three  months 
ago.  Becker  won  with  equal 


kept  open  for  Lara 


THE  West  Indies-Cricket  Board  of  Control  {W1CBQ  will 
delay  naming  aWorid  Cup  squad  imtil  the  end  of  Januarym 
die  hope  of  persuading  Brian  Lara  to  play.  Peter  Short,  the 
board  president,  said  yesterday  that  he  hoped  toerewoujd 
be  a  “happy  ending1:  to  the  dispute  with  Lara, whir withdrew 
from  the  team  to tour  Australia  at  the last  moment  Brian 
Lara  iff  too  great  a  latent  to  fee  hhhgo  fflce  tbatf  he  sank 


Becker  hits  a  backhand  during  his  bloodless  victory  over  Black  in  the  quarter-finals  of  the  Grand  Slam  Cup 


ease.  A  cynic  might  have 
thought  that  he  delayed  an 
outcome  which  long  appeared 
to  be  inevitable  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  coverage  of  the 
event  on  German  television. 

Becker  will  play  Todd  Mar¬ 
tin  in  the  last  four  after 
Martin’s  victory  over  Andrei 
Medvedev  last  night.  Martin 
was  leading  6-3,  3«6. 40  when 
the  Ukrainian  retired  with  a 


recurrence  of  a  left-ankle 
injury.  Earlier  Medvedev  dis¬ 
closed  that  he  was  lucky  to 
have  been  able  to  play  in  the 
tournament  at  all.  When  he 
arrived  on  Saturday,  he  was 
confined  to  a  wheelchair,  on 
doctor's  orders 
He  was  advised  to  visit 
Mohammed  Khalifa,  a  thera¬ 
pist  near  Salzburg.  "I  thought 
that  1  would  die  on  toe  table," 


Medvedev  said,  "but  within 
two  hours,  1  could  walk.  I'm 
not  taking  anything,  not  even 
anti-inflammatory  drugs.  It's 
a  wonder  that  I  can  walk,  let 
alone  play.  It’S  a  miracle. 

"I  shouldn’t  have  been  able 
to  fit  into  my  tennis  shoe  until 
today.  I  couldn’t  even  tie  up 
the  laces  before  I  went  to  him. 
If  that  is  not  enough  advertis¬ 
ing.  break  a  leg  and  go  and  see 


this  guy."  He  is  also  consider¬ 
ing  taking  on  a  new  coach. 

For  the  past  few  weeks 
Medvedev  has  been  working 
on  an  informal  basis  with  Bob 
Brett  "I  have  the  instinct  that 
what  he  tells  me  is  right* 
Medvedev  said.  "L  think  he 
could  be  perfect  for  me."  Brett 
clearly  warms  to  eccentrics. 
His  last  client  was  Goran 
Ivanisevic 
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BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  BASKETBALL  ASSOCIATION 
(i«At:  ChartoBo  94  Cleveland  82;  Boston 
IDS  Miami  101.  PhitufeipMa  106  Dallas  67; 
Washington  96  Atkirfj  79:  Chicago  101 
New  York  94;  MnnesotH  108  New  Jercev 
97;  Houston  112  LA  Laker;  99:  Orlando  109 
Goktan  Slate  107. 

ATHENS:  European  Champion  Clubs’ 
Cup:  Group  A:  Semi-final:  IraMis  (Grj  ta 
Uniaja  Malaga  (3p)  71-68  Group  B: 
Semifinal;  Panamnaokos.  (Gr)  bl  Benfica 
(For)  67-51 

BUDWE1SEH  LEAGUE:  Btrmmgfcro  96 
(Gordon  26.  Uoyd  25.  Daroy  22)  Oertjy  92 
(Humphrey  19.  Smms  191.  Lewesto  71 
(Temmng  26)  Manchester  97  (Robineon 
Trosvant  10.  Gaidner  17):  Worthing  89 
itnsh  27.  Pldr  18i  London  Towers  99  (Lewis 
25.  Wind  teas  24.  Budmall  201 


BIATHLON 


OESTERSUND:  World  Cup:  Men:  201en: 
1.  V  Hetalahti  (Rnj  shocHinq  0+0+0+0.  m 
54nwi  42.9sec.  2.  S  Tarasov  (Russ) 
0+0+0+0  al  Q29sec;  3.  P  Mcxdunov 
iRussi  0+2+1  +0.  162.  4.  A  Koixfev 
(Russ)  1  +1+1  +0.  230. 5.  S  Fischer  (Ger) 
0+1  +2+0  <86:  5  1  Masarth  O) 
0+0+ 1  +0.  .49.7;  7.  P  Camwa  (Qj 
O+l+Q+1,  1.02.9.  8.  P  Gant*  ICz) 
0+1 +0+1  1.052:  9,  F  Luck  (Ger) 
0+0+2+0.  1  058;  10.  V  Maigutuv  (Russ) 
2+0+0+1. 1062 


FOOTBALL 


EUROPEAN  CUP  CHAMPIONS' 
LEAGUE:  Group  A:  Aabcig  2  FC  Porto  2: 
Nantes  0  Penathnaikos  0  Group  B.  Legia 
Warsaw  o  Spartak  Moscow  1;  Blackburn  4 
Rosenborg  1 .  Group  C:  Sknua  Bucharest  0 
Juvenilis  ft  Bonjssta  Dortmund  2  Rangers 
2.  Group  D:  Ajax  A  Far enevaros  0: 
Grasshopper  0  Real  Madrid  2 
Quarter-final  draw:  Legta  Warsaw  v 
Panathinakos.  Nantes  v  Spartak  Moscow; 
Real  Madrid  v  Juvertus;  Bcxussia  Dort¬ 
mund  vAJa*.  To  be  played  March  6  and  20. 
BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Premie* 
tfiviston:  Aberdeen  1  Wmamcck  1  (Aban¬ 
doned  57m*i,  Boodkght  laforej 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Ccnwv  2  Coma’s 
Quay  2  League  Cup:  Group  one  Brat 
round:  Cem-res  Bay  2  Caemarlon  4. 


CALOH  COUNTY  ANTRIM  SHIELD:  Sec¬ 
ond  round:  Ards  0  Crusaders  i.  CamckO 
Fortadovwr  4;  Gtentorm  1  Bafymena  Z. 
Lame  O  Glenavon  2 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Fim 
efiviaiort,  Tottenham  3  Bristol  CKy  0.  Luton 
4  Bristol  Rovers  l;  Norwich  1  Arsenal  1; 
Oxford  Uld  0  Southampton  3:  Watford  0 
Wimbledon  3  Second  tflvtetorr  Bath  2 
Torquay  Z  Cardiff  2  Swansea  0. 

PONTINS  CBfTRAL  LEAGUE:  First  dvt- 
sion:  Leeds  1  Manchester  Uvd  2:  Oldham  0 
Derby  1.  Second  divfsfon:  Aston  VBa  2 
Locester  2.  Barnsley  2  Sunderland  1. 
Blackpool  2  Mldcflesfcrough  4 
SCHOOLS:  Fuji  Fim  Trophy.  Fourth 
round:  Northampton  0  Nottingham  2 

CRICKET 

PAARL  (First  day  ol  (out.  England  XI  wn 
loss)  England  XT  have  scored  263  (or  eghl 
against  Roiand 

ENGLAND  XI  Rret  fraifogs 

R  A  Snth  b  Stellng . 39 

•A  J  Stewart  b  Staling .  39 

J  P  Crswtev  st  Gemushuys  b  Drew  ...  6 

G  A  Thorpe  c  Garrtshuys  b  Drew . 56 

G  A  Hick  b  Henderson . 32 

tR  C  Russell  not  out . 45 

M  Waifcrtson  c  SteUng  b  Henderson  ...  24 

D  Gough  b  Wloughby .  _  3 

P  J  Martin  c  Ganrwshuys  b  DeFreitas . 3 

R  K  mngworth  not  out  . 7 

Ednss  (lb  5.  w  1.  nb  3)  .  ..... ...  9 

Total  (8wkts) - 263 

M  C  Bott  to  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-54.  2-74.  3-113.  4- 
160. 5-160,  6-217,  7-224.  5233 
BOWUNG-  DeFreitas  14-9-17-1;  W*ough- 
by  17-1-63-1:  Staling  134-36-2:  Hendec- 
son  35-13-65-2:  Drew  26-4-77-2 
BOLAND:  L  D  Ferreira.  B  C  Bagriey.  T 
LcC-ard,  k  C  Jackson,  w  F  Stellng.  WA  P 
kiJpet,  P  A  J  DeFrwfos.  fL-M  Germhhuvs, 
CW  Henderson.  CMWfcughbyBJ  Drew 
NEWCASTLE:  Tour  Malch  (First  day  ol 
kw)-  West  Indians  238  (C  LHoooer  63.  S  L 
Campbell  S3;  D  Freedman  6-47)  New  South 
Wales.  130 

~  GOLF 

AUCKLAND:  New  Zealand  Open:  LewSng 
drat  round  scores:  65:  R  Stephans  lAus). 


D  Ctenakey  (US).  P  O'Malley  (Aus).  66:  R 
Farley  (Aus).  S Thompson  (NZ),  R  Pampkng 
(fins)  87:  M  Hanrnod  (Aus). 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  HOCKEY  LEAGUE  (NHJ: 
Hartford  7  New  York  islanders  4 .  Montreal  4 
New  Jersey  2.  New  York  Rangers  5  CHcagc. 
5  (OT):  Tampa  Bay  2  finshem  i;  Lee 
Angeles  6  Winnipeg  3. 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


STONES  CHAMPIONSHP:  Second  cSwi- 
ston:  Hunslet  17  Barrow  5. 

TOUR  MATCH:  Cumbna  Ureter- 18  0 
AusiraBan  Schools  54 


RUGBY  UNION 


Heineken  Cup:  Pool  C:  Leinster  23 
Pontypridd  22 

Final  table 

P  W  D  L  F  APb 

Letnmer . .  .  2  2  0  0  47  43  4 

Pontypridd  ..  2  1  0  1  53  35  2 

Mdan  .  2  0  0  2  33  55  0 

OXFORD:  Second  XV  Varsity  Match: 
Oxford  Unrveratv  Greyhounds  7  Cambridge 
UnMj-aty  LXOuba 

SCHOOLS:  Wrekfo  Co  Sage  12.  Liverpool 
College  0. 

TENkENTS  MTER-DISTRlCT  CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP:  Richmond:  Scorash  Exiles  17 
EJntwrgti  District  6  KbcaJdy;  North  and 
Midlands  53  Glasgow  District  18 


SKIING 


The  New  Leica 
Minilux 


With  its  gleaming  titanium  body,  sophisticated  extras 
and  high  speed  LEICA  SUMMAR1T  F/2.4/40mm  top 
performance  lens,  the  new,  compact  LEICA  minilux 
allows  you  to  enjoy  taking  super-sharp  photos 
with  the  fully  automatic  mode  and  auiofocus 
-  or  manual  control  for  your  own  creatively 
composed  photos.  £69  9  (RRP)  at  your 
LEICA  Specialist  dealer. 

LEICA'*  pockct-sbc,  Lightweight  8x20  nr  Award  Winning 
1 0x25  binocular*  air  idea)  Air  sports  nrm.%  hnlidavx 
theatres  and  general  viewing.  Remember  binoo  ilars  are  for 
tiler!  From  £265  (RRP)  at  your  LEICA  Specialist  dealer. 


Fascination  and  Proclainn. 

TO:  Lcta  Camera  Ltd.  PO.  Box  1 7M.  Milura  Renta  MK17  9RH 
Pfcuc  *cud  «  dcuuh  nf  LEICA  minilux  □  LEICA  btnocuhn  □ 
Trlcpbnnc  01 908  246300  fur  Utmiurc  nr  01908  b(i66C3  lur 
eencral  and  service  enquiries 


DPA 


NAME - 

,U1  DRESS 


-TELEPHONE . 


VAL  D'ISERE:  World  Cup:  Women:  Super 
giant  statom:  1.  A  MossnOzer  I  Animal 
Trntn  14  S8sec;  2.  H  ZoSer-BaeWer  (Swtt) 
1:14  97; 3. M Suhadnte  (Skjv)  1  15.13. 4.C 
Mont&l  (R|  ITS  16. 5.  H  Ingeborg  Markan 
(Nor)  1  15  19: 6.  K  Sedngw  (Gerl  1:154ft 
7.  M  Ertl  (Ger)  1.1544:  8.  T  Schneider 
(Austria)  1  15  46:  9.  A  Wackier  (Austria) 
1:15.55  10.  H  Zurtoggen  iSwCj  115  56 
SUndkns  (alter  two  races).  1.  Em  136 
pomfc.;  2.  Meesnrtzw  122:  3.  Zefler-Bahter 
and  Secrreje*  120  Orerafl  letter  lour 
races)  t.  Seong^  22tt  2.  Em  151.  3. 
MeresrCer  148 

T1GNES:  World  Cup:  Freestyle:  Ballet 
Men:  1 .  H  Baumgartner  iSwiz)  26  85  pta:  2. 
I  EOramtlson  (liS)  25  95;  3.  J  Bodnar  (US) 
24  50  Wbrnerc  1 . Y  Batalova.  (Russ)  38  30; 
2.  C  Fechoz  (Ft).  2560:  3.  A  Johansson. 
(Swe)  24  55  Other  8.  V  Slmpsoa  (GB) 
22  45 


SNOOKER 


FRANKFURT:  German  Open:  Second 
round:  K  Doherty  6re)btJ  Parrott  (Eng)  5-4; 
M  Serna  (Wall  Ot  S  James  (Eng)  5-3;  A 
McManus  (Seal  bl  P  Etc  on  it-ng )  5-4:  D 
Roe  (Eng)  bl  S  Dave  (Eng)  5-3  Quarter¬ 
finals:  J  Htggms  (Sco)  bt  D 'Morgan  (Wales) 


SQUASH 


BOMBAY:  MaNndre  Internationa  Chall¬ 
enge:  First' round:  M  Caurts  (Eng)  bl  0 
Jenson  (Aus)  155.  1S-4.  9.15.  17-16  A 
Wagh  Igmfil  bt  A  BeM  flncfia)  153. 157. 
157;  S  Parte  (Big)  bl  A  Faby  (EgwX)  155. 
155.  1510.  P  Gunter  (Eng)  bl  T  Hands 
(Engl  159.  1513.  515  1515-  C  Water 
(E no)  bt  O  B  Bcrotossv  (Egypt)  151 1,  15 
10. 14-17. 159.  S  Meads  ifing)  bt  H  Wtons 
(Gen  156.  retd  injured-.  B  Davis  (Aus)  bt  A 
Al  Gftaresb  (Kuwait)  152  1512  i5B:  C 
Van  der  Wath  (SA|  bt  A  Hin  (Aus)  17-15  15 
2 156.  AKrWand  (Eng)  bt  M  Clark  (US)  15 
9 1 1-15. 1 1-15. 155. 157:  B  Ryan  (bejblD 
Harris  (Engl  8-15. 158.  7-15. 1512  15-10; 
JBonetat  (ft) UP  Gregory  <Gi)  155  15 6. 
156:  P  N«ol  (Seed  bt  ABaredajEgvpt)  15 
11. 10-  JS.  153. 11-1S.  158:  R  Eytec  (Aus) 
M  Heath  (ScooB-15 1511. 1515 1512. 
159.  D  Weddings  (Engl  t£  A rjrai  Singh 
(IncSal  1510.  159.  1513:  M  Chaloner 
(Erg)  bea  F  Userefaaga  (Arg)  158,  157. 
155  B  Martin  (Aus)  t*  D  Preece  (IWtod 
Arab&reares)  T55.  IS-ii,  158 _ 

TENNIS 

MUNICH:  Grand  Slam  Oup:  Quarter-fad: 
B  Bsd-£f  fGert  W  B  Bfock  (2im)  7-6.  51.  T 
Matm  (US)  bt  A  Medvedev  (UM)  52  56. 
4-0  (Medvedev  reld  inwred).  G  hanisevic 
iCra)  bt  p  Sampras  lUS)  wa 


«fe*-o(1V  JO  tricss  stotxt 
FOOTBALL 

BO RD  GA1S  LEAGUE  OF  IRBAND: 
Premier  dhrfnon:  AWone  v  Drogheda  (5  0): 
SKfooume  v  UCO. 

FA  PREUER  LEAGUE:  ifoder-1 6  Trophy. 
West  Midlands  y  Worcestershte. 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Stones  Championship 

Sheffield  v  Wcr  fcrngCorr  . 

TOUR  MATCH:  Urcachro  Ureter-18  v 
Auaraian  Schodfcoys  iLergfl  RFD 
OTHER  SPORT 

BACKETBALL'  Butforetsoi  League.  Don- 
caster  Par.rsm  v  Wcttc.-u:le  Cornels  (8  0). 
Leopard,  v  Thame:  Valliry 


Doyle  stirs 
emotions 
in  pursuit 
of  office 

By  Peter  Bryan 

CYCLE  racing  in  Britain  is 
faring  a  division  not  seen 
since  1942.  when  Percy 
Stallard  cocked  a  snook  at 
officialdom  and  promoted  the 
first  road  race  of  modern 
times. 

The  schism  in  the  member¬ 
ship  is  over  who  will  be 
elected  president  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Cycling  Federation  fBCF) 
at  the  start  of  its  annual 
meeting  in  Manchester 
tomorrow. 

For  the  first  time  since  Ian 
Emmeison  was  appointed  ten 
years  ago,  the  election  will  be 
contested.  His  challenger  is 
Tony  Doyle,  Britain's  former 
professional  world  pursuit 
champion,  who  threw  his  hat 
into  the  ring  after  making  a 
speech  highly  critical  of  the 
BCF  and  some  of  its  senior 
officials  last  September. 

Doyle  first  became  a  nat¬ 
ional  official  last  year  when 
he  was  elected,  by  a  margin  of 
one  vole,  director  of  track 
raring  —  a  post  that  also  gave 
him  a  place  on  the  BCF  board 
of  directors. 

The  past  year  has  not  been 
easy  for  Emmerson.  He  has 
been  largely  responsible  for 
restructuring  the  federation, 
moving  headquarters  from 
Kettering  to  the  new  National 
Cycling  Centre,  in  Man¬ 
chester,  with  a  virtually  new 
staff  to  train. 

He  is  Britain's  leading  in¬ 
ternational  official  as  vice- 
president  of  the  international 
Cycling  Union,  vice-chairman 
of  the  Commonwealth  Games 
Committee  and  a  committee 
member  of  the  British  Olym¬ 
pic  Association.  He  was  the 
sport’s  prime  advocate  for  the 
building  of  the  £9  million 
velodrome  in  Manchester. 

Doyle's  criticism  of  the 
BCFs  fall  in  membership  and 
its  coaching  policies  has  gen¬ 
erated  support  from  grass¬ 
roots  clubs.  Emmerson 
conceded  last  night  that  the 
vote  would  be  tight  but  felt  it 
would  go  his  way. 


tod  opening  day  of  their  game  against  New  South  Wales  in 
Newcastle,  with  left-arm  spinner  David  Freedman  return¬ 
ing  career-best  figures  of  right  for  47. 

Nottinghamshire  have  signed  toe  Yorkshire  batsman 
Ashley  Metcalfe,  3L  on,a  twp^ear  contract  . 

Parke  leads  chase 

SQUASH:.Simon  Piuke  fed  a  strong  British  amtingent  m 
pursuit  of  toe  Mahindra  Challenge  tide  in  Bombay 
yesterday  .with  a.  38-rmnuie  first-round  win  over  Ahmed 
Faizy,  of Egypt  (Colin-McQuiflan  writes).  However,  Parke’s 
England  team-male,  Del 'Harris,  was  among  a  handful  of. 
leading  players  wbo  struggled  with  toe  conditions  at  the 
Cricket  aub  of  India;  befort  to  Derek  Ryaa.  of  Ireland. 

Anthony  Hill,  of  Australia,  was  beaten  by  the  South 
African  Craig  Van  dcr  Wath.  wbOe  HiD’s  compatriot 
Rodney  Eyies.  toe  defending  champion,  was  fortunate  to  - 
recover  from  1-2  down  against.Martin  Heath,1  of  Scotland- 

Islanders  gain  strength 

RUGBY  UNION:The  Western  Samoans,  badly  in  nredof  a 
victory  after  defeats  by  two  English  divisibns  in  the  past 
week,  have  strengthened  their  line-tip  to  play  the  South  West 
at  Gloucester  on  Saturday  night  Their  coach,  Bryan 
Williams,  has  named  12  of  the  side  that  drew  toe' 
international  match  in  Scotland  last  month. 

WESTERN  SAMOANS  fv  South  W8sl  at  Gloucester,  Saturday):  V  Patu;JB  Una. 

T  Varna.  K  TutoarnNa.  A  Telee:  D  KaBatL  J  Fflami;  M  fcttfc  O-kfatauteu. P  Fatiatafe. 

L  Falanioak.  MBtitwistte.  S Kateta,  P Lam  (capt),  S  VfcJtata; 

New  rules  take  effect 

RUGBY  LEAGUE:  In  a  series  of  rule  changes,  from  next 
Monday,  toe  scoring  team  will  restart  play  after  each  sane, 
scrums  will  be  taken  20  metres  instead  of  ten  metres  in  from 
touch,  and  there  will  be  no  striking  at  toe  piay-toeibajU. 
which  must  be  played  backwards  at  all  times.  “Our  aim  is  to 
make  the  game  as  exdting  as  possible,**  Maurice  Lindsay,  ^ 
chief  executive  of  the  Rugby  Football  League,  said. 

Top  seeds  go  through 

RACKETS:  James  Male  and  Willie  Boone^  the  top  two 
seeds,  reached  the  semi-finals  of  toe  Lacoste  British 
amateur  championship  at  Queen’s  Chib  yesterday. 
Male,  who  has  held  the  world  tide  far  toe  past  seven 
years,  was  too  strong  and  mobile  for  Charles  Danbjv 
while  Boone,  the  holder,  was  in  devastators  *  "  *  ' 

the  promising  Etonian,  Alexander  Smith-! 


Morgan’s  miss  gives  Higgins  his  cue 


From  Phil  Yates  in  frankfurt 

AN  ABILITY  to  ignore  frayed  nerves  is  a 
prerequisite  for  success  in  snooker  and 
John  Higgins  did  just  that  to  beat  Darren 
Morgan  54  in  the  quarter-finals  of  the 
German  Open  here  yesterday. 

Higgins.  No  2  in  the  provisional  world 
rankings,  emerged  victorious  after  a 
contest  of  the  highest  quality  purely  as  a 
result  of  one  crucial  error  from  his  more 
experienced  opponent  in  the  deriding 
frame.  Yet  when  Higgins  led  3-1  and  4~Z 
his  passage  seemed  assured. 

Breaks  of  82, 60  and  44  earned  Higgins 
a  3-1  advantage  and  he  moved  two  ahead 


with  three  to  play  by  plundering  the  sixth 
frame  on  the  black  with  a  69  clearance 
after  Morgan,  leading  550,  had  undercut 
a  straightforward  pink. 

Morgan,  a  stubborn  character,  did  not 
allow  Higgins  to  bother  toe  scorers  in  the 
next  two  frames  as  he  drew  level  at  4-4 
with  runs  of  103  —  his  fourth  century  of 
the  tournament  —  and  75,  and  he  also 
forced  his  way  back  into  contention  from 
0-42  in  toe  decider. 

Trailing  by  only  six  points  with  three 
reds  remaining,  Morgan  had  his  chance 
but  he  succumbed  to  the  pressure  by 
missing  a  long  blue.  Higgins  cued 
unerringly  to  fashion  a  43  clearance  and 


will  meet  Alan  McManus  or  David  Roe 
tomorrow  for  a  place  in  the  final. 

"It's  a  big  incentive  to  prove  that  Dm  not 
a  one-season  wonder,”  Higgins,  who 
announced  his  arrival;  during  the  1994-95 
campaign  by- winning  the  Skoda  Grand 
Prix  and  the  British  Open.  said. 

While  the  majority  of  his  rivals  still  had 
their  sights  on  the  last  available  ranking 
event  title  of  1995,  Steve  Davis  was 
yesterday  representing  Europe  against 
the  United  States  in  the  Mbsconi  Cup.  a 
nine-ball  pool  competition,  at  Basildon. 
He  ended  a  disappointing  year  with  a  5-3 
second-round  defeat  by  Roe,  the  No  16 
seed,  late  on  Wednesday. 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


Deafer  North 
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Contract  Five  Diamonds  by  Sooth.  Lead:  King  of  Spades 


Doyle  candidacy 


After  a  week  of  squeeze  end- 
plays.  this  refresher  is  about 
an  easier  type  of  end-play, 
where  you  don’t  have  fo  follow 
the  discards  so  closely. 

After  winning  the  ace  of 
spades.  South  draws  three 
rounds  of  trumps.  He  contin¬ 
ues  with  the  queen  of  hearts, 
covered  by  king  and  ace.  One 
possible  play  would  be  to  ruff 
dummy’s  ten  of  spades  and 
play  ten  and  jack  of  hearts. 
When  the  hearts  don’t  break 
the  declarer  leads  a  low  club 
towards  dummy,  hoping  to 
duck  it  to  East  But  an  alert 
West  will  go  in  with  ihe  jack 
and  the  defence  will  make 
three  dub  tricks. 

After  the  first  round  of 
hearts,  however,  it  is  better  to 
continue  with  two  more 
rounds  ending  in  dummy. 
Then  when  the  hearts  don’t 


break  declarer  plays  the  ten  oF 
spades.  When  East  plays  the 
queen.  South  discards  a  small 
club  --  a  ‘loser  on  loser’  play. 
East  now  has  to  give  him  a 
trick  in  dubs  or  concede  a  ruff 
and  discard. 

□  The  Macallan  Internation¬ 
al  Bridge  Pairs  Champion¬ 
ship.  in  association  with  The 
Times  and  The  Sunday  Times, 
will  be  held  at  the  While 
House  Hotel.  Albany  Street. 
London  NW1,  on  January  24- 
26.  1996.  For  details  and 
tickets,  contact  the  Macallan 
Box  Office.  31  Queens  Road, 
Mortlake.  London  SW14  8PH. 
Information:  0181-878  5344. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 
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WORD-WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Material  Values 

For  those  new  to  chess  it  is 
essential  to  memorise  the  values  of 
the  pieces,  since  giving  away  a  unit 
or  greater  value  for  a  less  useful 
piece  can  often  be  fatal.  Taking  the 
pawn  as  worth  one.  knight  and 
bishop  would  count  as  three  each, 
rook  as  five  and  queen  as  nine.  In 
the  endgame,  when  there  is  less 
danger  of  a  snap  checkmate,  the 
king  has  approximately  the  same 
strength  as  a  knight  or  bishop,  but 
its  real  value  is  beyond  price,  since 
checkmate  ends  the  game. 

There  has  been  a  constant 
debate  as  to  the  relative  worth  of 
rook  and  pawn  against  two  minor 
pieces,  sudh  as  bishop  and  knight. 
That  is  normally  a  borderline  case. 
In  the  following  game  from  die 
recently  concluded  Belgrade  tour¬ 
nament.  Alexei  Shirov  breaks  into 
die  Mack  camp  by  trading  knight 
and  bishop  for  rook  and  two 
pawns.  This  transaction  should 
normally  be  in  favour  of  the 
possessor  of  the  rook,  and  this 
game  turns  out  to  be  no  exception. 

White  Aiocei  Shirov 
Blade  Alexander  Beiiavsky 
Belgrade,  November  1995 
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Bc4 

25 

Nb7 

RaS 

28 

b3 

BgQ 

27 

Rcl 

Nd5 

28 

Rc5 

Ncs7 

29 

Nxa5 

FW8 

30 

31 

Qd3 

Be4 

Ng6 

Nh4 

32 

Nc6 

Rd6 

33 

Ne5 

Nc3 

34 

Rxc3 

bxe3 

35 

Qxc3 

Bt6 

36 

93 

065 

37 

38 

39 

is 

axes 

KM 

Bxe5 

&?+- 

40 

Bg? 

Bxb3 

41 

Qxb3 

Black  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position  ' 
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Nc6 

15 

Qa4 

a6 

16 

(Ml 

65 

a 

9m 

Bsif 

■  b  c  d  o  f 

Chess  for  Charity 

On  Saturday  20  January 
shall  be  giving  a  chess 
taking  on  allcomers  to  rai 
for  the  Paediatric  lntensi 
Unit  Appeal  for  St  Georg 
pital  Tooting.  Those  wi- 
play  or  support  the  ventur 
contact  Lucy  DeVflle.  Ap 
ordinator  on  0181 725  5096 
□  Raymond  Keene  writes 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Spot 
toe  Weekend  section  on  Ss 


SCALLOPIN1 

a.  Crustaceans 

b.  A  decorative  hem 

c.  A  meat  dish 

PSEUDERY 

a.  Lying 

b.  Comic  verse 
c  Pomposity 


RAFIK 

a.  A  companion 

b.  Basketwork 

c.  An  RAF  trainee  mechanic 

rituaua 

a.  Vertebral  ligaments 

b.  Decorative  vaulting 

c.  Ceremonial  objects 

Answers  on  page  42 


By  Raymond  Keene 

This  position  is  from  the  game 
Yanowsky  -  Toriran.  Canada  1953. 
Although  White  is  two  pawns 
ahead  his  queenside  pieces  are  still 
asleep.  Meanwhile  Black  has 
developed  all  his  pieces  to  aggres¬ 
sive  squares,  so  it  is  not  surprising 
that  he  has  a  winning  combina¬ 
tion.  Can  you  spot  it? 

Solution  on  page  42 


"^3? 


.. 

......  • '  -  -  .•.  •  x v 

’  .■  " 

••  -  _ --w 

-  •' 

U  ck'  h 


■<6 


*•< ! J]  <! 


■atm 


effect 


t 


—  -'.roua 


!>  IliMl! 


* 


f  .-• 


*/--  • 


i 

>  i 


-  *t 

n 


« 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8  1995 


RACING  41 


Announcement  on  pool  betting  organisation  imminent 

Howard  considers  Tote  options 

tvIhruaDnCui.»  _ _ _ _ —  _  MUnMnmTLCTV 


DONCASTER 


THUNDERER 

12.15  Yacht  12.45  Current  Si 
1.45  Le  Meilte.  2J>0  Full  CT 
320  Fairies  Farewell. 


i.  1.15  Glemot 
2.55  Sigma  Run, 


By  Richard  Evajvs.  racing 
JOURNALIST  OF  THE  YEAR 

MICHAEL  HOWARD,  the 
Home  Secretary,  Is  expected  to 
deliver  a  new  year  present  to 
racing  by  pronouncing  on  the 
future  of  the  Tote.  Although 
the  senior  Cabinet  minister 
announced  last  February  that 
a  consultation  paper  on  the 
pool  belting  organisation 
would  be  published  within  six 
months,  the  August  deadline 
proved  unrealistic  because  of 
complex  issues  facing  civil 
servants  —  including  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  any  Tote  transfer 
breaching  EC  laws. 

However,  the  bureaucratic 
logjam  has  now  been  broken 
and  the  conclusions  of  a 
review  by  Home  Office  offici¬ 
als  has  been  presented  to 
Howard,  who  is  well  aware  of 
the  need  to  publish  the  con¬ 
sultation  paper  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  wish  to  have 
control  of  the  Tote  is  one  of 
racing’s  cherished  dreams, 
and,  in  February.  Howard 
stressed  his  intention  “to  re¬ 
view  the  options  for  the  Tote  in 
a  way  which  preserves  the 
extern  to  which  racing  benefits 
from  the  Tote’s  activities." 

Howard,  whose  personal 
enthusiasm  and  commitment 
have  kept  the  future  of  the  Tote 
on  the  Home  Office  agenda,  is 
well  aware  of  the  anxieties  of 
the  big  bookmakers  concern¬ 
ing  any  change  in  its  status.  In 
particular,  the  “Big  Three” 
want  to  see  an  end  to  the  Tote’s 
exclusive  licence  for  pool  bet¬ 
ting  and  be  allowed  to  run 
their  own  betting  pools.  How¬ 
ever.  that  would  be  vigorously 
opposed  by  racing  as  a 
number  of  small  betting  pools 
would  scupper  the  chance  of 
creating  regular  small  stake- 
big  jackpot  payouts. 

The  bookmakers  are  also 
concerned  about  the  prospect 
of  the  British  Horseracing 
Board  (BHB)  owning  Tote  bet¬ 
ting  shops  and  would  almost 
certainly  like  to  see  them  sold 
separately.  However,  the 
Commons  home  affairs  select 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (7.30AM  INSPECTION) 


SIS 


12.15  GLASGOW  PADDOCKS  SELLING  HURDLE 

(£2,177. 2m  110yd)  (20  runners) 

1  P  BAR05K1 27  (B)  J  L  Hans  4-11-8 . .  J  Ladder  - 

2  B2M  RUTS  PRBE  16  (B)  5  Boil  MU  .  M  Dwyw  91 

I  00-  SAUir«nOH263FTK£rseyMi-6 _ SvswKnwy  - 

4  SID  HAYRWB1  36102)  K  Window  3-1 1-0 _ J  Ryan  84 

5  40U2  YACHT  15  (F)  C  Ukb 3-11-0 _ _ RDumroMfy  B 

6  0  BL0T0FT  20  Ure  S  AmCn  3-188 -  ..  ..  DVHUwn  78 

T  63  CANTE  CMC0  IS  T  Hancon  Joes  3-10-8 . 

S  343  CENTAUR  EXPRESS  48  A  SUMO  8188- 

9  300  HEAVENS  ABOVE  9  Uft  J  Slow  3-10-3  _ 

10  03  WCHBAMK2D  toiURewteii8)M _ 

II  4525  HIGH  FLOWN  18  R  Ttoavran  3-1D-S.  _ 


_ L 

.  T I 

_  .  f  Lefay 
Glee 

_  W 

G»y Lyons  - 
JAUGCatoy  ST 


B0 
Y  85 
I)  73 
q  SG 
Bt 


12  00  HORSElRAQcH  UF  BBanati  3-10-8. 

13  40  KGHT  TIME  B0  Shew*  3-104  .  _ 

14  0  ROSCWaiON  LAD  15  (3)  H  Hsfimstafl  3-1D-6 

M  Iff  Main  (7)  - 

15  50  SAATCHM0  25  J  Stream;  3-10-8  . .  Mss  C  Speatog  (7]  80 

16  4  SEE  YOU  AGAIN  20  IB)  U  Bnsato  3-10-S - D  Baton  BB 

17  4  TOMMYKKOOCTlIMJJenUM  3-104  .  Ctarf  - 

18  0  ANCHOR  CROWN  41  J  jemans  3-10-3.  .  .  □  YcBHtaes  (7)  - 

19  54  BUSY  ROW  25  BUumy  8183.—  -...OltanTB 

20  034  SUNDAY  MAI  TOO  31  MteL  Pane  3-10-3-  FPtnal(3)91 
3-1  YjcfiL  5-1  (*#»  Time.  6-J  Hnycsrt.  8-1  Centra  &que».  12-1  (by  ntua, 
high  Ftown.  14-1  00«n 


12.45  DOORKNOCKBt  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,140: 2m  110yd)  (11) . 


1  2213  FROfflER  RIGHT  21  |D.BF/)  tfcs  L  Sddafl  5-12-0 

EHuteri  07 

2  383-  MANABOUTTHEHOUSE  40B  6  Ifrmff  8-12-0. .  Rhhsuf  BB 

3  5622  BRAEKEHTHWAnE 9 (B>  L  Lkyd-Jana 5-U-6.  ALrech 

4  F4-1  MRII0RURIY20(atiSBwna0  4-11-5 

5  6247  TatfEHNGTT  Ci  Oucnen  9-11-3 _ 

6  FOB  CURRENT  SPEECH  T5  MH  EasM?  4-1 T-3.. 

7  PM  NO  WORD  15 [FlRBasSnan 8-114). . .. 

8  684  ANTART1CTBW 20 6 Ottoyd 5-10-13  ...  . 

9  200  SH00TWG  LODGE  1155  JJentoa  7-10-11  - 

10  -002  RAFTER-J  2JA  Hams  4-10-7 _ 

11  BQ/S  MSHGROOMB3 A Shra» 6-10-0 . 


6  lM  _ 
_  _  f  Penad  - 
..flam  B2 
.  HBastiman  - 
..  PHdtfey  B9 
.  CR»(5)  - 
-  Guy  Leads  B0 
.  P  Carey  (3}  B5 

7-2  V,  MorUCy  4-1  Brastaonrarte.  5-1  IrtBfioUBhfhcua.  6-1  Frontier  Flifltt. 
Cimenl  Spore*.  6-1  No  Wort.  Antertrctoro.  16-7  other; 


1.15  VULRORTS  CLOWN  CHASE 

(Limited  handicap:  £4.  HE-  2m  3f  110yd)  (6) 


Pia-  CARKSOALE  650 
1232  GLBKTT  23  (F.G,< 

-224  BAS  QE  LAJNF  20  (BJ.G)  0  Sherwood  9-10-13 


Ura  U  Rwefey  <M1-7 .  L  Wytt  - 

KSfatey  7-11-1 . R  Dflotroody  98 

4  Beta*  97 
N  Smith  89 


Lucky  Eddie,  left,  takes  the  last  on  the  way  to  victory  in  the  Mendip  Plywood  Novices’  Hurdle  at  Taunton  yesterday 

Large  Action  injured 


committee  recommended  in 
1991  that  when  the  Tote  was 
transferred  from  Home  Office 
control  it  should  be  as  an  inte¬ 
grated  unit  —  a  view  support¬ 
ed  by  Lord  Wyatt  of  Weeford, 
the  Tote  chairman. 

Howard  will  have  to  consid¬ 
er  to  what  extent  transferring 
a  pool  betting  monopoly  direct 
to  racing  would  be  consistent 
with  competition  laws.  How¬ 
ever.  one  option  being  consid¬ 
ered  by  ministers,  which 
would  avoid  many  of  the 


potential  problems,  is  to  de¬ 
vise  a  solution  which  does  not 
require  legislation. 

Thar  could  see  the  BHB 
being  given  greater  control  of 
the  Tote,  through  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Tote  board  and 
chairman,  without  the  pool 
betting  organisation  being 
transferred  to  raring  lock, 
stock  and  barrel.  Although  no 
firm  timetable  has  been  set  for 
the  publication  of  the  consult¬ 
ation  paper,  it  should  be  in  the 
early  weeks  of  1996. 


LARGE  ACTION,  among  the 
favourites  for  the  Champion 
Hurdle,  has  a  leg  injuiy  and 
is  likely  to  miss  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  Festival  The  seven-year- 
old  had  been  scheduled  to 
contest  the  Bula  Hurdle  at 
Cheltenham  tomorrow,  but 
yesterday  his  owner.  Brian 
Stewart-Brown,  was  coming 
to  terms  with  the  setback. 

“The  horse  has  an  injury 


but  we  are  not  entirely  sure  of 
the  extent  of  it,"  he  said.  “1 
don't  know  if  he  will  be  able  to 
run  in  the  Champion  Hurdle 
but  it  looks  unlikely.  These 
things  happen  in  racing  and 
you  have  to  live  with  them." 

WiUiam  Hill  promoted 
Alderbrook  to  4-1  favourite 
with  the  Irish-trained  Mont 
eiado  on  9-2  and  MysiJv  at  7-1. 
a  point  ahead  of  Atoms. 


4  112D  STAY  AWAKE  13 JF.fi.Sj  Ita  U  Under  9-1D-13  . .  * ! 

5  41P-  NEWLANDS-GETSHAL  234  (CUSS)  i  FiCgeraW  9-10-7 

MDtaytf  89 

6  1111  GO  UMtfEfiSAL  2D  £DJ£S)  C  bate  7-10-7  __  6  Braky  @ 

9-4  Glemot,  3-1  Go  Onmrol.  9-2  Stay  Ante.  5-1  CrtBdafe.  81  Hevtanfe- 
Genato.  8i  Bn  De  lam 


1 .45  CARBON  UNK  LTD  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.730;  3m)  (4) 

1  0-13  IE  MBUE  27(F)  A  Jaw  811-6 . A  Lamacfi  I 

2  023-  CELTIC  TOWN  256  IS)  0  Shenmod  7-11-0..  JAlfcCm 

3  fl-F  YOUNG OJBlkffi  10 (QMrsJ&roMn 6-11-0  .  M Dwyer  84 

4  6M  JARRWAH11  (61 J Speanofl  7-10-9 .  Jl 

4-5  Le  Meflfc.  8-4  Celtic  Tran.  81  Young  CUUnei.  81  Jimrti 


2.20  DONCASTER  RACECOURSE  SPONSORSHIP 
CLUB  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£4,414: 2m  1 10yd}  (5) 

1  108  MONDAY  CUB  246  (D/.G.S}  J  Tudi  11-12-0  .  S  IfcfUfl  94 

2  41F1  TWE  WON'T  WAn  23  (Of  .6)  R  PHMa  811-11  ..  I  Rtattoa  ffi 

3  -411  RODEO  STAR  10  (B£JD.F,GjS)  N  TnMei  9-11-8  (6es) 

6  BucBcy  95 

4  2122  FULL  DTftASf  23  (CO.F.G1  p  Ctaver  81812 

5  F23D  miJMSTlCK  13  (DJf  JAS1 K  totav  8186 


L  Wyet  94 
RDumnwdy  99 

7-4  Tine  Worn  mu.  5  2  Rodeo  SB*.  4-1  Full  Q-pnce.  8i  Monay  Ouh. 
Drenshi. 


2.55  SAUCY  KTT  NOVICES  HURDLE 
(£2,696: 2m  41)  (19) 


33-1  STORM  MORTH  30  (05)  Has  V  WiUtams  811-6  Btytte  K&ei  66 


Ptt  ALTHIEY BLUE 573 FLtaytf 811-0  .  .  _...  SWyreie  - 
4P  APRIL  WILLOW  30  M  WUnson  811-0.  .  PCnnky(7)63 

8P0  BHAVNASARB 6 EHaan 4-11-0 _  _  .  LWm>  89 

448  BOLD  AASmON  279  T  Uney  811-0  .  _  Susan  lursey  89 
BOLD  JOKBl45f  GOKJniyd 4-1U.  ..  .  PMUgbypl  - 

4  CAMPAIGN  10 M Hammond 4-1 1-0 .  RDonmufr  B1 

P-  CAN0VAS  HEART  7BF  Bob  Jones  81 1-0 . .  .  VSmttfi  - 

9  U-3  DJAJS  8  J  Jenkins  8M-0 . G  Brafley  91 

10  -256  HUNTERS'  WAV®  IS  j  MacUe  4-11-0 . T  Bey  BQ 

11  -600  JAVA  SHRMF  9  J  Tuck  811-0 _  .  5  McNaM  68 

12  1333  M4-FIVE  18  |F,6)  R  Thompson  4-11-0  .  .  .  VYRy  - 

13  53  WBJWOTOJDKEH  20  J  A  Hare  4-11-0  .  .  .  J  Lodder  te 

14  63r5  SKMA  28  (SJ  J  btewfc.  8U-Q . 0  Berate}'  f§ 

15  0  S0taCR58Y8MRNMara4ev4-ll-|}.  S  Wynne  - 

16  OP-  BfUGG  FHJ.Y  429  J  Tbope  810-9  — .  Mr  R  TbonMn  (7)  - 

17  418  OAIOC  PH08SX  210  (G)  0  Rraman  5-10-9  .  M  Brennan  - 

18  0-40  RASCALLY 2  Mis  L  SMtbl  5-10-9  -  ..  M  Dwyer  66 

1»  2AMB1 1201FM  Htamand  810-9  .  Mr  C  Boms  (3}  - 

81  Qctpalgn.  81  Statra  totv  7-1  Sign*  Run.  Don  81  Dad  Ptoeno. 
Nmnnad  Jotei,  181  Mean'  Haven.  IM  ahsr, 


3.30  JULIET  MARES  ONLY  STANDARD  OPEN 
NATKMAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1,277.  2m  110yd)  (8) 

1  8  AUNTE  ALICE  236  J  FjCgeart  811-4 . _  WDwwi  - 

7  OTTER  MOON  N  CtamberUIn  4-11-4—  Mbs  C  Metcalfe  (71  - 

3  C0MPU1ERAID  LADY  RUnUs  811-4 . . D  Manta  - 

4  FAKES  FAREWELL  SShewral  81 M  . G  Upton  - 

5  FRANK  HSH  G  Thcfnai  4-il-t . C  Thomer  (7>  - 

E  tfiD  DAY  CHASER  P  Webber  4-11-4 .  .  .  „  IN  P  Scan  (71  - 

7  BOSE  Ms  S  lanwran  811-4  .  . . JMcUugMn  - 

a  0  THE  MULALOE  RUN  62  (BF)  JJefleram  81 1-4  M  Dwyer  - 

5-4  Fames  FroreN.  11-4  AuCe  Alice.  81  Foil  hsh.  81  The  MWw  Am.  IM 
Mid  Day  Chaser.  181  Compuanul  Lady.  181  amen 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  Ms  M  Rewley.  15  winners  Iran  61  rumas.  24  6%.  MH 
Eastertiy.  4  Irani  23. 77  4%;  N  finite.  5  Iran  30. 16.7V  J  FjbgeraU. 
9  Iran  59.  153V  U  HanmonO.  5  tom  35,  143%.  0  SteWOH.  4 
ban  28. 1431 

JOCKEYS:  R  Duiwoody.  4  mners  nun  10  inks.  40  0%.  L  AVer.  9 
bum  42.  ?1  4%.  M  Dwyer.  1 1ran  47. 14.9%  Only  qualdtes 


Remittance  Man  retired 

NICKY  HENDERSON,  the  Lam  bourn  train¬ 
er,  yesterday  announced  the  retirement  of 
Remittance  Man.  Henderson  said:  “We  have 
decided  to  retire  Remittance  Man  after  his 
race  at  Sandown  on  Friday.  Since  that  race  he 
has  had  a  recurrence  of  his  leg  trouble:  and 
although  not  serious  we  don't  want  to  risk  any 
further  injury." The  Il-year-old  finished  last  of 
four  behind  Lonesome  Glory  at  Sandown. 

At  his  best  Remittance  Man  was  a  high- 
class  chaser,  the  winner  of  13  of  his  17  races 
over  fences  including  the  1992  Queen  Mother 
Champion  Chase. 


-  \\t.  .t: 


qv.-a 


g*g.b6.-t;v,A 


Improvement  on  the  cards  for  Our  Kris 


CHELTENHAM 
CHANNEL  4 

2.00:  After  a  promising  debut, 
Chicodari  required  the  stew¬ 
ards'  intervention  to  make  the 
winner's  enclosure  here  last 
time.  He  can  improve  but 
Our  Kris  could  not  be  faulted 
on  his  Newbury  introductiort 
The  new  recruit  travelled 
strongly  throughout  the  race 
and  has  the  scope  to  do  well 
over  hurdles.  He  earns  a 
narrow  vote  over  Danjing. 
whose  debut  defeat  by  Pad¬ 
dy's  Return  at  Ascot  reads 
particularly  well.  On  that 
showing,  he  should  -again 
account  for  Ocean  Hawk. 

Elation  had  the  disappoint¬ 
ing  Executive  Design  well 
behind  at  Newcastle  last 
month  but  the  latter,  optimis¬ 


tically  ridden  on  that  occa¬ 
sion.  is  capable  of  much 
better.  Domappel  and  Dtota 
are  newcomers  worth  noting- 
in  market  exchanges. 

2.35:  The  handicapper  has 
been  kind  to  impressive  Ascot 
winner  Run  Up  The  Flag, 
who  has  prospects  of  follow¬ 
ing  up  here.  However,  he 
may  be  better  raring  right- 
handed  and  preference  is  for 
Dont  Tell  The  Wife.  Charlie 
Egenon's  new  recruit  won 
first  time  up  last  term  and  is 
reported  fit  enough  to  do 
himself  justice.  The  ground 
and  trip  are  in  his  favour. 

This  extended  three  miles 
may  just  stretch  Lusty  Light, 
whose  best  form  is  at  shorter 
distances.  Jenny  Pitman’s 
charge  looks  harshly  handi- 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 

capped  with  Ghia  Gneuiagh. 
yet  the  latter  disappointed 
when  favourite  at  Haydodc 
recently.  Henrietta  Knight 
has  performed  wonders  with 
the  front-running  Edim- 
bourg.  but  this  represents  a 
tough  assignment.  Unholy 
Alliance,  well  placed  at  the 
smaller  venues,  was  only 


once  out  of  the  frame  in  his 
last  19  starts.  That  record  is 
under  threat  here. 

3-10:  Although  it  is  never  wise 
to  take  short  odds  in  novice 
chases.  Seven  Towers  cannot 
realistically  be  opposed. 
Mary  Reveley’s  promising 
six-year-old  lowered 
McGregor  The  Third’s  col¬ 
ours  on  his  chasing  debut  and 
should  be  more  at  home  over 
this  trip.  Nevertheless,  he  will 
have  to  jump  well  to  contain 
Cropredy  Lad.  a  good  winner 
over  Newbury’s  stiff  fences 
last  time.  Grand  Applause 
looks  best  of  the  remainder. 

3.45:  Gil  Ian  Cove,  an  out-and- 
out  stayer,  seems  sure  to  go 
dose.  After  a  troubled  pas¬ 
sage.  the  six-year-old  rallied 
strongly  to  snatch  second 


place  behind  Greenhil  Tare 
Away  at  this  venue  last  time. 
However,  he  would  prefer 
easier  ground  and  appears 
closely  matched  with  Trickle 
Lad  at  these  weights. 

Wee  Windy,  who  races 
from  61b  out  of  the  handicap, 
is  effectively  Mb  higher  for  a 
bloodless  victory  at  FontweU. 
With  Better  Times  Ahead 
having  earned  the  h  an  dicap¬ 
per’s  wrath,  it  is  worth  chanc¬ 
ing  that  Bell  StafFboy  will  see 
out  this  trip.  Chris  Broad’s 
progresive  six-year-old  needs 
good  ground  and  comes  here 
in  peak  form,  having  beaten 
Celibate  in  good  style  at 
Warwick  last  month.  Jalhib 
may  prove  best  of  the 
remainder. 

Julian  Muscat 


Taunton 

Going:  good 

12.50  (3m  IIOwJ  hdte)  1.  Norman's 
Conwtced  (D  Bridgwater.  10-11  lav);  2. 
Soul  Trader  (11-2).  3.  King  AcryBc  (50-1) 

9  ran  3.  111.  M  Pipe  Tote.  E200,  Cl  40. 
Cl  90.  £8.50  OF  £290.  Trio:  £41.50 
CSF:  £6  55. 

iaQ(2m3fcfl)  1.  Fenwick  (TDascombe. 
11-1):  E.  Cootree  (20-11, 3.  Taka  By  Storm 
(9-4  tav)  12  ren.  W.  nk  R  Hodges  Tote 
Gfl.40.  £290.  £790.  £1  5a  DFE5O70. 
Tno-  £335.60.  CSF.  £18220.  Tricast 
£612.17. 

1.50  (2m  II  hefle)  1.  Lucky  Eddie  (C 
Maude.  73-1).  2.  Gamwm  (12-1),  3.  Ml 
Ftunde  (&-lj.  Show  Faith  2- 1  fav  14  ran 
Itesf.  At.  P  Hobbs.  Tote.  £10.60,  £2.60, 
£300.  £360  DF.  £51  00  Trio:  £233.40 
(pert  won .  pool  of  £263  02 carried  (onward 

10  Cheltenham  3  45  loday)  CSF 
£142.30 

2-20  (3m  110yd  hdle)  1.  Tour  Leader  (B 
RmhO.  9-1).  2.  Ftoyrt  Piper  (IT-4);  3. 
Special  Account  (20-1).  Lead  Uoca&st  2-1 
lev  9  ran.  HR  Cool  Ctown,  F^wer  Island 
Hd,  31  R  Buckler.  Tole  £11 10.  £280. 
£120.  £240.  OF-  £1000  Trio:  £3900 
CSF:  £31.28  Tncas  £43620. 

2.50  (3m  ch)  1.  Certain  Angle  (C  Maude, 
9-4  lav);  2.  Scoloni  (33-1).  3,  Alee  Smith 
(9-1)  11  ran.  31.  151  P  Hobbs  Tote- 
£3.40.  £2. 10.  £4.60.  £2  70  DF:  £35.10. 
Trio:  £12720.  CSF-  £5142  Trtcasc 
£535.20. 

3J20  (2m  K  hde)  1,  The  Caumrue  (A  P 
McCoy.  7-2),  Z  Sports  View  (15-8  lav).  3. 
Norc&c  Valley  (9-2)  6  ran.  Sh  hd.  9  G 
BaWkw.  Tate-  £4  60:  £2.80.  £170.  OF: 
£4.60.  CSF-  £10.18. 

Jackpot  not  won  (pool  of  £101 394.50 
carted  forward  to  Cheltenham  today). 
Ptacepat  £74950. 

Quadpot  £2040  (0.1  winning  tickets. 
Pool  cri  £2453  carried  forward  to 
CHaNenham  today). 


Nottingham 


Banytwi  (R 
til-2).  3,  hs 


good  (chase  course);  good  lo  son 

!&1 

1250  (2m  51  llDvd  hde)  1. 

Maesey.  7-2):  2.  TrevieetHan 
Grand (10-1)  WaW Wtarr  7 lan  2y . a  W 
Bnefcoume  Tote  £400.  £280.  £2-20  DF 
£1000  CSF  £21.66 

1XO  £2m  hdle)  1.  MU  Thyme  (G  Lee.  81  jV- 
tav);  2.  D»»y  Boy  (81):  3,  Wisdom  (7-1) 
Nordic  Breeze  8  Irt-iav  25  ran  1*1. 3  *1  Wl 
M  Beuetey  Tote-  fe.10;  £200.  £390.  £4.00. 
DF-  C2020  Tno-  £18 10  CSF-  £S3  70. 

1.30  (3m  31 110yd  ch)  1,  Stunning  Stuff  (Ft 
Johnson.  381).  2,  Cckmetlle  115%  tew);  3. 
Papa  Star  P-1)  7  ran  Drsl.dfca  T  Gt 
Tote  £26.00.  £420.  £150  DF  £3000 
£8818 


Nap:  BELL  STAFFBOY 
(3,45  Cheltenham) 
Next  best  Danjing 
(2.00  Cheltenham) 


2.00 12m  hdta)l,  Caste  Swop  (PNwen,  4- 
7  fav);  2.  Keep  h  Zipped  (100-30J.  3. 
Maegedroe  (20-1).  12  ran  3las&3n.5(. 
5L  Q  N«holswi  Tcse  Cl.80.  £1  00.  £1  40. 
£4  BO  DF:  El  .60.  Trio  £29.50  CSF-  £3.73 
2J0  (2m  hdto)  1.  Fox  Sparrow  (A  S  Smth. 
7-1);  2.  Zaaoon  (2-1).  3.  Sunk  (3-1)  Keep 
Your  Dislance  6-4  (av  4  ran.  Nfl.  Sart  Cwl. 
81.21  NTmMer  Tote  £6.80  DF  £9.00.  CSF: 
£19.19. 

3.00  (2m  ch)  1.  Ask  Tom  IB  Ganiny.  81):  2. 
Nagobeta  (10-1):  3.  Calkoe  Bay  (1  -5  Lay).  4 
ran  D»M,  dfct  T  Tate.  Tote-  £4  30  DF: 
£1260.  CSF  £31  16 

3 JO  [2m  rial)  1.  Si  Motion  Drive  (O 
Burrow,  82  lav);  2.  Bmhonc  Huston  (7-2); 
3.  Riding  Crop  (11-2)  Oran  NR- Supreme 
Norman  nk.  M  Pipe  Tote  £200.  £1 00. 


Ct  .a0.E270.DF  Cl0.1O  Trio  C3S.70.CSF 
£1324. 

Pfacepot  £4,879.60. 

Quadpot  £20.70  (025  nnrming  ttetob. 
Pool  of  £21 .00  carried  forward  to  Chetten- 
ham  today]. 

Fakenham 

Going:  good 

12.10  (2m  Me)  1.  Prophets  Honour  (M 
Foster.  7-21. 2.  Cyrus  TheGreal  (188  (av):  3. 

CM  Babytan  p-2)  9  ran  IS.  10L  P 
Haslam.  Tote'  £3  to:  T1  40.  £2  30.  E2.10 
DF.  E«  00  Tno:  £0  90.  CSF-  £1 1.05 

12.40  (2m  hdie)  I.  Sidsong  (R  Dunwoody. 
84  lav).  2.  Lucy  Tufty  (9-2):  3.  Fierce  (7-t) 
12  ran  NR-  Pan  01  Jacks.  31.  r*.  John 
Whyte.  Tree-  £2».  £1 10.  £1 90.  £1  BO  DF: 
£4  to  Tno  £11.10  CSF  P210  TncasL 
££6  76 

1.10  (2m  hdfej  1.  Last  Spin  (fl  Sipple.  81). 
2.  Battleship  Bruce  (2-1  lav):  3.  Cvt  On  A 
Promise  (11-41.  9  ran  Nk.  ikrl  J  Jenkms 
Tote  E5EO.  £2  40,  £1.50,  CI^O  DF.E7.10. 
Tno  £26  60.  CSF;  £18  40 

1.40  (3m  1 10yd  ch)  1.  Maneree  (J  f  TrUey. 
11-10  lav),  2,  Hiinyup  (8 11.  3.  Vfcloiy 
Anthem  114-1)  6  ran.  13. 1»I  NCatoqhan 
Tote:  C3  10.  £250.  £1  60.  DF  £320  C5F; 
£513 

2.10  (2m  110yd  ch)  1.  Driving  Force  (J  F 
Tidey.  186).  2  Dr  Rocket  (85  fav):  3.  Fusey 
Shew  Boy  (87).  4  ran  a  TCU  Mrs  M 
Maijurt.  Tote  £250  DF  £1  10  CSF 
£3  64 

240  (2m  51  110yd  ch)  1.  Artie  Wings  (M 
Brennan,  11-10  lav).  2.  Prtee  Match  (9-4);  3. 
Adore  Ojaeri  (3-11.  4  ran  a.  a  O  Brennan. 
DF:  E200.I 


Tote:  £1  50 


.  CSF:  £3.63. 


3.10 12m  411 
9-4  ll-tev):  2.  Pyran»  Prmce  (12-1|;  3. 
Brtanrua  Mils  (81).  Can  Can  Charlie  9-4  d- 
tev.  B  ran.  71.  hi  J  Jenkms.  Tcte-  C4.7k 
£1.10.  £1.60.  £210  DF-  £14.10  CSF- 
£2732  TrtcasL  £13680. 

Pfacepot  £13-20. 

Quadpot  £18.30  (0.7  winning  tickets.  Pool 
of  £7.44  canted  forward  to  Chanenhem 
lOday). 


12.20  SHANKAR  (nap) 
12-55  Fourth  In  Line 
1.30  Honest  Word 


THUNDERER 

2.00  Danpng 
2.35  Edimbourg 
3.10  Seven  Towers 
3.45  Jathib 


The  Times  Private  Handicapper’s  lop  rating: 
1 J30  ASK  THE  GOVERNOR 


GOING:  GOOD 


StS 


101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 
107 
106 

109 

110 
111 
T12 
113 


12.20  CHELTENHAM  SPONSORSHIP  CLUB  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£3.745: 2m  II)  (13  runflera) 

F422-1  SHANKAR  13  (5)  iWareOcm! PtyMoud)  0 HkMsoi 4-11-10 - Wltanton  ® 

11-215  EXIHB0R  RWtifS  13  (F.G)  (trarior  ProAte)  N  Tabtan-Qails  811-7 -  C  Mart  82 

60801  R.YH6  MSTRUCTOR  20  (F)  (Lady  L)rtD  P  IWte  811-7 - R  N&niy  58 

1-1  THYMUS  12  (GJflE  &  W  ftaMis}  0  Shcnnod  811-7. - - ....  JDtenm  74 

BWGHT  NOVaiBBS  446F  (T  Panfl)  Ate  H  PanM  4-11-3 - S  Cum  (3)  - 

083  EL  FTSDDC 18  (Us  A  Smtil)  J  Old  811-3 . . .  T  Granttem  66 

008  HlffiAIBH2B0  ntsMYAtaete  A  JYflhai811-3  . .  " 

Sl/UBV mi 32=(H WflCnil P Itajwart 4-11-3 - MerHsUs  - 

4OAM0T-  KWAIKKy  225©  (Us  E  Brines)  NH^hsm  811-3... - - 

P-  LAEHAM  LAD  371  (Mrs  5  fcWtaWm-Smdl  i  6donl  811-3.  -  PW*  - 

(02333/  MR  JSMS  597  IFnltz  RtBaehds  taMtw  4  Sort  J  6iflort  811-3 . -  8*5*  - 

404/853  SCARLET  RAMBLB1 13  (E  Ifatnardiip)  N  Tmrtm-0»t»  811-3  —  C  Uwrefri  80 

..a  0/06034-  KYU&aiA  209  («rt  T  PUktegtm)  l*i  T  PHtangtei  81812 -  6  fteoan,(3)  54 

BETTW:  84  State.  81  Zeohjrus.  82  Etartor  PidOb.  81  Soriel  RarMei.  181  timndy.  181 B  Ftefltfle. 
Mr  Jervis.  181  oem 

1994:  SttHE  AmTUCTK  811-4  N  YHOtamsM  P-J)  K  Wky  13  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


9MMUR  beat  Btfti  btesnart  Ml  in  13-runrer 

auriUKiiB.'M.aue 

mm  PfnflLES  Deal  Ja  Bay&  IM  m  9-neno 

a-aaaaa 


l8nmar  novice  bunSe  it  War***  (2m,  0oprf) 
«tti  SCARLET  RAIBLER  (41b  beta  Off)  1DMI 
5BL  KR4AKCKY  beat  Mtaflson  tarty  3)mW- 
ietal  Htrt  Rai  ace  at  Pimhesaw  (2m.  (mas. 
UR  JH1V1S  8W  id  tH  16  lo  Gospel  In  - 
Htnte  Hatite  BiBi  HmJap  « 


PR0HLES 


12.55  S01TTHAM  HANDICAP  HURDl£ 

(£3,534:  2m  II)  (10  nmwrs) 

511862  CADOUGOD22  ffi 
0/1121-4  FOURTH  M  UNE  13 
14/5/E1-  SASAKI  RNER  228  ( 

411118  MARMBYS  «  »1 
2I8P  DM0  MALTA  37  (8f 
1/31FP-1  CHBWLJ  LAO 1.7  ff 
4U1Q04-  SUPRSIE  MASTER 


201 

202 

an 

2M 

209 

206 

zrr 

206 

209 

210 


I)  (0  Johrew)  U  Pipe  4-11-10 - D  ___ 

-8)  (Lte  E  taw)  M  Hendetam  811-2  II  A  Fttoyrart  » 

(NTfavey)  a'j  W^^-181 - 0 


641013  SOJTHMtfTW  M 

1 14482  MQRSraO(_43  (6)  (Mn  M  Ftarbtam)  AJJW0“  >187  ...  T 
SS  14 


«,u  04012-6  Koto'S  CROSS 

BETfiHd  82  Owyrs  Lad.  81  State  Hhrt.  81  Oteougott  7-1  Uerirei  a  A*.  Fou*  lo  tae,  81  Supra* 

■tera  |8i  5mdtanttei.  12-1  odftars- 

199t  WSTER  DP9LM  81813  6  Uctafl  581)  M  tiflWnson  14  fen 

FORM  FOCUS 

CAD0UGOLD  6)  2nd  ot  6  to  LiflWBrtfl  lad  in 
tmBcxi  hontie  at  Weonlon  pn.  wte) 

nans  tadcap  ftunBe  w? .««« 

itasBM  dd  nend  innate  6&I  wiffl  mo  (glow 

ESUtr  <S»I  4IL 

. 


Jonjas-, — 

□npsMQn 


(3Jb  better  oil)  puDad  up.  MAFUNH9S  Aft  beat 
VasHev  61 H  7-twner  hantfcan  hurdle  a  KoOan- 
tan  ran.  anoffl  on  parilmi  start.  CHBTYL5 
LAO  tad  Hoe  s  *  Bob)  31  in  8-runner  tantiep 
hutke  a  Hudfnodpn  {2m  IIDrL  pood  te  (fan?. 
MQftSTOCK  Ml  2nd  of  14  lo  Slho  Stated  ta 
taidrtv  tadte  al  SJrafort  (2m  St  ffqpd.  good) 
Selection:  HORSTOGK 


Blinkered  first  time 

nohiCASTSV  12-15  BarasW.  See  You  Agaki.  1250  Brackfirthwaile.  1^0  Bas  De 
Sia^XHAM:  1255  Dawn  Rock 


1 .30  CHUBB  FIRE  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£4.221: 2m  50  (10  runners) 

301  066208  NEVADA  GOLD  237  (OLF.B.S)  (Katewrt  (fit)  F  YJftfier  812-0  .  PMcLDutfte  91 

302  F0212-3  HONEST  WORD  15  (r,6,S)  IMrs  H  Ctartal  S  firaiista*  1811-11 _ R  jDhm  87 

303  411V32  STRONG  UEDKME  15  (0J.6)  (D  SJ9J  K  Bfaey  811-8 _  TJUumby  90 

304  F3114-1  RLE  COKCOfffl  16  (D.G5)  IJta  oanreryi  Vlfa  j  Pttrrai  1M1-7 _ BHogtai  92 

305  11/5065  tOLLESXH  8  (G£)  (H  Uinien}  H  Mann  811-5 .  0  Water  - 

306  22212-P  JA1BBEA/®  24  (B£)(Ub  6  Wrttmani  B  MlUrran  811-3 . .  0  State  88 

301  3-11353  WmiH. TRUST  34  (WAS)  (MBoetatfPHtlto  11-11-1  ..  „  Blarney  92 

308  F4W-12  ASX  THf  60VBVKB1 8  If  AS)  (Ms  D  CtatBMn-finaUn)  6  taring  8186  BFeffioa  H 

309  PPF-PS3  MAN  OF  MYS1ERY 14  (B.8^)  N  Tmnn-DavKs  8182. . SJopswff)  91 

31Q  RY1-23P  JW  VALamNE  11  (P  JS)  (fi  L  taw*)  C  8n»1 81M . . . □  Lntary  88 

Ldnp  handtap:  Am  Itaferfne  86 

BCTfiNfl:  2-1  FS?  Court.  7-2  Ask  The  Graemot.  81  Utaual  Tins.  7-1  Strung  Mediate.  81  Htnetd  Wad. 
181  Jtifawtar.  TH  odras 

1994:  WELL  BRIEFED  7-1811  A  ?  McCoy  (7-2)  R  BocMer  E  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


NEVADA  60U)  best  reun  ettort  ffl  M  id  10  fa 
Metagris  In  taidcap  drase  at  Oonczder  (3m  3. 
-.  H01CST  WORD  II  2nd  ol  16  to  Homes 
in  araten  hunter  phase  at  Slaflbrt I  J3ro 
„  on  penuftmate  start.  STRONG  MHM- 
3Kl  aid  el  4  b  State's  Band  n  haatop 
chnse  M  Utaceto  On  71.  and)  riffli  KOEST 
WOK)  3  3rd  FILE  C0NMTO  beta  Ready  A 
Rascal  3)  to  9-nmer  bandies  chase  al  ChepaM 


Cm  31110yd.  good  to  Mtil  JALBREAK5t3l2pd 
id  7  to  Deha  low  Lodge  to  tandcap  chase  ta 
Tonasra  (2m  TlOyd.  wavy)  on  paumm^e  start. 
MUTUAL  TRUST  head  and  1V1  ida)6tuTug0i 
Peace  ii  handicap  chase  M  Yfinearton  13m  II 
110yd.  Mod  to  tom).  ASK  THE  GOVERNOR  head 
2nd  ol  6  lo  Boyaf  Square  In  amateurs  handicap 
chase  al  Windsor  (2m  9.  good). 

HONEST  WORD 


StdectioiE 


2.00  MILLION  IN  MIND  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-O:  £3706: 2m  II)  (14  runners) 


401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

408 
407 

406 

409 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 


95 


2111  ELATION  13  (DlF.G)(R  Tyier)  Eflldarti  11-7 - -  B 

15  BCECUlWEDESrai  13 (8F.G) Wl SBwrsanl Mn UteWtey  11-7 -  9 

01531  OCEAN  HAWK  8  (F.5)  (Mbs  J  Bnatoira)  N  Tmston-OBvtes  1 T-7 _  CUentaByn  90 

T  0161  KRIS  14  (G)  OAtom  to  Uind)  N  ttowknon  11-7 . .  MARtzoVald  96 

21  CHCOOARl2S^<CHmtQHctMtsnn11-3  — .  _  W  Menton  98 

12  lOPPANOUR  SI  (6)  (M  Walt)  C  Mm  1 1  -3  ... _  A  P  McCoy  - 

0  BERKELEY  BOUNDS)  27  (R  Kiltey)  fi  McKeflar  H-0 . .  CMmte  70 


1 27  (R  ifilley)  fi  MeKeflar  H-0 

2  DANJWG  20  (6  Gicen  Fie  Ffanbnqs)  S  ShenMOd  11-0 _ 

DECHT  THE  SECOND  32F  (F  Wn)  P  fknflort  11-0 . 

DOMAPPEL  50F  (M  Brats)  libs  J  Cecil  U-0 - -  - 

DTOTD  60FIB  Jones)  R  Baker  11-0 
4  FOREST  AL  26! 

F  PACffTC OIBTTUtE  14 (Drapon (ndusotta Savcm)  C BaraeD  10-9  ...  BCBtort 


J  Osborne 

- SBmDugh 

. —  Tted 

- BPowefl 

FOREST  AL  26  (S  &»fa)  5  Srirtla  1l-0_ . MrJJidn  77 

□VRTUffi  14 _  .  _ 

SPARKLN&  YASMH  (V  Palmer)  P  Hobbs  10-9 . . .  -  PfiteHoHs 

ffiTfiNG:  82  Our  Kns.  82  Dantins.  81  Chm&n.  7-1  Etaon,  81  Ocean  HM,  EeodiH  Destga  181  ones. 
1994:  SHYER  WSXS  11-7  A  ttagun  (13-61 D  Mchoten  U  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


ELATION  beta  Dene  Wrt  II  In  24-mto  iydAcb 
hurdle  £  Newcastle  (2m.  pood)  atar  0CECUTIVE 
DESffl  (6b  worea  ort)  laltfL  EXECUTIVE  DE- 
StBCf  beta  WoodrtefM  m  U  14-runner  once 
(udto  at  Newtuy  pm  liojri,  good).  OCEAN 
HAWK  bert  Ptaatiohemeta  B  to  iffmona  novice 
tartar  a  Locssta  (2m,  soft).  OIK  KHE  beat 
TButa  3/  to  nome  (unde  ta  Menbay  (2m  noyd. 


r«Q.  CHRODARi  ten  heed  2nd  (ihM  w») 
Taft  Rack  in  ntvtca  tanfla  over  course  and 
distance  (soul  to  soft).  WPPANOUR  neck  2nd  of 
7  to  Metier  CUpoy  in  lute  a  Naren  (2m.  goad). 
DANJING  111!  2nd  oM3  to  Paddy's  Return  m 
dOMce  hude  si  Ascol  (2m  110yd-  Band)  wta 
OCEAN  HAWK  ffl)  none  ad) 

Setedton:  ‘ 


2.35  ASTEC  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£10.553: 3m  H  110yd)  (7  mnnets) 

501  1R21PF-  LUSTY  LOTT  244  (CO/. 

502  1121-U3  UNHOLY  AL11ANCE 17  (0 

503  111712-4  GHAGNEUA&H13 

504  171 3168  DMITHlfiC 

505  P P/II21-  EDfMHOURG  'JZi 

506  5512-31  RUHUPWEFLA320 . 

507  VI PI 56-  YOfilCSHRE  fiALE  S0  (ELS)  iB  toftor)  J 

Long  MndfcajL  Doo(  ToflTte  Wt  813.  Edreban  811  Bun  Up  The  Flag  812.  Yortshirt  Gate  810. 
BfTfiNG;  84  Ban  tafi*  Fug.  7-2  Litey  Ught  81  EftmWug.  82  Unholy  Ail  feres,  7-1  G/na  Gneuagft.  181 
Ytashirt  Gale.  181  Dart  Tefllhe  Ste 

19B4:  WHSreWG  STEEL  811-10  N  Wtmsan  (10838)  K  Baity  7  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


.  WNbaaon  90 
HARzgatad  95 
8183  CLtowdyn  96 
'  —  J  Octane  96 

ssHKngat8l80 _  JFTBey  K 

Pawt4)Je»M8i(Hl - P»ta  ffi 

aort8180 _ A  P  McCoy  » 


LUSTY  UGHTbca  Bradbury  a#  (SSance  in  daa 
at  Mreantan  pm  5t  good).  UNHOLY  ALLIANCE 
101 3rd  id  7  to  Dana  Owe  ii  iw*#cap  Ossa  Mf 
court  and  rifeten  (good).  SKA  GNEUAGH  bta 
Qurtooe's  Emma  fi  to  haidteap  chase  a)  Perth 

(3hl  good!.  BnffiOtnG  beat  GNteteHl  6)  n  18 


ram  temflop  chase  a  Watder  (2m  7L  good) 
FHJN  UP  THE  FLAG  beal  Auto  PUfliWI  «  8 
ruuu  handnapdwe  d  Ascot  (3m  iTDrt.  good). 
YOWefBE  GALE  best  rscert  taorl  bea  Spfcy  71 
to  chaa  al  Sandum  Pro  1KM  good). 
Setectar  UNHOLY  ALLIANCE 


Itn  113143  GOOD  TUE5  13  (BF/.G.5)  (Mrs  D  RoOacaU  B  HaB  12-0  - 


B  West  (7)  88 


Racecanl  number.  5« -figure  term  (F  —  Ul  P  — 
pulled  up.  U  — treated  ite.  S  — hnwgtt 
dom  S— slipped  up.  R  — rafased  D  — 
dhqualiBed)  Horse's  name  Days  «nc&  tasl 
tatoig  f  dOai  (B  —  bOntas.  V  — visor.  H  — 
hood.  E  —  EyediiNd.  C  —  couse  vHim.  D  — 
dtuance  nra  CD  — course  and  dratace 


winner  BF  — baaten  bmurfle  in  fates)  race] 
Gotog  on  ttaih  horse  has  inn  (F  —  firm,  good  to 
firm,  hart.  G  — good.  S— srtl  goad  lo  sob, 
heavy]  Oener  u»  bactets.  Tamar  Age  and 
wight  Rufa  pi  it  any  allowance.  The  Timas 
Prints  KandrcappeTs  rating 


3.10  CHINS  COLEY  RACING  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4,856: 3m  If  ItOyd)  (5  lunners) 


(RHtaQP Watte 811-8  . .  _  GMcCoan  06 

flrorAe)  Lady  Brwto  7-1 1-8 _ ....  R  Johnson  59 

EMnrayi  MraMRawdey  811-8 - Plttion  S 

rr  -  - 


EDI  533841  CROPREDY  LAD  30 

602  Z14P-42  UGHWAYHVEflff*. 

603  21PS1-1  SEVa  TOWERS  13 

604  2340-F3  MOBILE  MESSENG81 10  (S)  (A  Doan)  T  Gauge  7-11-4..  _ ..  UARraeroU  64 

605  P35/B32  fflAWJ  APPLAUSE  15(0) (M lento)  UMuggoUeB 811-3 . BPweH  65 

BETTW&-  4-11  seven  Town.  10830  Dandy  Led.  15-2  tfgWay  Five.  12-1  UUe  Messenger.  181  Grand 

1994:  TDP  BRASS  81812  N  WUfanson  (81)  K  fail  ay  5  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


Hexham  off 


THE  meeting  at  Hexham 
Today  has  been  called  off 
because  of  snow  on  the  track. 
Charles  Enderisy.  the  clerk  of 
the  course,  said:  “There  is  a 
covering  of  snow  and  sub-zero 
temperatures .”  At  Doncaster, 
where  there  is  a  730  inspec¬ 
tion,  prospects  are  “75-25  in 
favour  of  racing”. 


CHEirHAMl 

DONCASTER 
HEXHAM  ■ 

CLONMEL 


vSaBSMasBSlg 


CR0PRB7Y  LAD  bsd  FasIFton  1WI  to  SrtUBiigi 
ncutca  handicap  rtrfle  a  Nnfauy  (3m.  good  to 
linn).  (fiEHWAY  FWE  151  2nd  ot  11  to  Cartorts 
Frater  in  novice  hanfiop  hurtle  al  Henriad  (3m  1/ 
llOjfd.  good  to  sofl).  SEVEN  TDWERS  bea 
McGregor  The  Thkd  in  8rinra  nmee  Obse  si 


Newcastle  (2m  41,  good).  MOSLE  MESSENGER 
12Y&I  3rd  ollO  to  faamepjke  n  Krtra  lire  a 

FetaHil  (3m  21  f  10yd.  uti)  DRAM)  APPLAUSE 

1*1 2nd  ol  8  to  Secret  Fou  h  tamtap  hudle  to 

Tartan  (in  3(  110  ' 

Setedton:  SEVEN  II 


3.45  ASW  BILL  LOVE  MEMORIAL  GOLD  CARD 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£5.639: 3m  110yd)  (14  mnnets) 

12/54P4-  SWm  BLOW  SOFJCOWfllMraMFfattatwIM  Pipe  811-10- ..  D 
AtCA0 14  (OG^  (E  Brigm)  G  Retard;  811-1  .  ..  B I 

(FUun  Ractogl  n  tea  81812  _ Ur  p  Henley 


/11P/11  BHTHi  TIMES 
221FP-2  BRIAN  COVE  27 
114085  TRICKLE  LAD  27 
F303-F1  BRi  STAFFBOY  13 
1511  VP 
1-13224 
312/4-23  VICTOR  BRAVD  30 
133811  WEWWJY26 
53221-3  BMD3D 


Mrs  H  ftentergtal  F  Murphy  8181D.. 

BB1  STAFFBOY  13  (F.G)  (K  Bel  &  Son  Ud)  C  Broad  81810 . 

SEE  ENOUGH  16  (p.S)  (J  Iteden)  BBurtJer  7-180... 

JATHB  37  (D.BF/.G)  IHotse.  For  Cmnes)  0  Nfateon 


544(0-1  ULURU  28ffiJ.fi) 
S3U028  STAR  MOV®  247 
E2H4KHP  JtaffiALDU  16 
B1P-P40  SNICKERSNEE 


A  P  McCoy  92 
WMMSton  94 

. -  AToiy  - 

8180. .  .  R  Johnson  (5)  89 
F/£) IMS ACowBJMfeatae 8180  ....  CUwrtfyn  " 

)W Bide)  JQUati 8180 . .  PKtoo 

Jtifldte8lD-0 . .  D 


Morgm]  C  Nash  7-10-0  — 

S)U>N»£«<K)Canai 


7-180 - 

CSnfa  8180... 

.  12-180 
7-t 


JRKsnmoh  77 
.  BCtattP)  72 
WHunvhreys  68 
M  Foster  SO 


(PFl 

818  Urn  WMy  88.  toad  87.  Uluu  87.  Star  More  89.  Aitateu 


x  ...  Jeftl) 813, Victor 
7-1 2.  SrwtoTnea  86. 

BETTM&  9-2  Wee  Windy.  81  Gdbr  Cow.  81  Onto  Timer  Ahead.  81  Snei  61m.  Bed  Sfadboy,  JeH*.  181 
Uirau.  12-1  otoea 

1994:  CYBQRGO  4-11-8  R  Dumody  (7-1)  M  Pipe  13  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


SWEET  SLOW  18KI  4lh  ol  8  to  (fab  On  Tar 

iudfo  at  Ascot  (3m.  tern).  BETTER 

AHEAD  beat  Mcfer  Boston  111  in  4-runner  hamfi- 

artosealfaogar(2m4I1lOyd.  good)  HLLAN 
E  1)  2nd  a  E  to  GreermTare  Any  in 

tatacap  hurtle  here  (3m  anota)  «Mi  TRK30E 

IAD  (44  better  ad)  151  Sft.TWCttflAD  1317*1 
el  21  to  Potiy  Rotate  Sir  Affanee  norite  hudte 
here  (2m  51,  so/OBEU  STAFFBOY  btfa  Caftan 


K  to  5-runnef ._ 
ilDyti,  good)  JA' 


burtleii  Mferaita  (2m  4f 

ll  2nd  d  5  to  Great  Mar- 


ai  fontnrt  (2m  0,  good  lo  fan).  MAD  beal  Fate 
ffflrtoD  71  n  7-rams  noma  tardte  al  Cartnta  (in 
3.  good)  on  peftttrrana  tel 
Sofadnr  TRWCLE  LAD 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

K  Bafley 
D  Mdnteon 
0  Sheraood 
N  Tfaston-Oatoes 
J  Wort 
C  Egaton 
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D  Sheikh  Mohammed  has  bought  two  new  sets  of  racing 
colours  —  plain  khaki  and  cerise  with  a  grey  cap.  He  will, 
however,  keep  his  maroon  and  white  silks  as  first  choice. 


Book, 


\  FREE  T1MEF0RM  HORSES  TO  FOLLOW 
(CHASING  SEASON)  BOOKLET  FOR 

I  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS 
staking  £20  or  more  using  Switch 
or  Della  bank  or  building  society 
l  debit  cards. 

\  fUNG  TODAY -  BET  TODAY 

L  0800444040 

(Itanimm  util  to  uiiraM  per  tefl  m  Pier  Bytay  1 

"Free  Tinefonn  Booklet  wifi  be 
sent  within  7  to  10 
CfT| 


fl)  I  days  of  your  first 
^-1  bet  being  placed. 


3  miles  1  furlong,  Cheltenham  235pm,  Live  on  CH4  TV 

9/4  Run  Up  The  Flag 
7/2  Lusty  Light 
4/1  Edimbourg 
9/2  Unholy  Alliance 
7/1  Ghia  Gneuiagh 
10/1  Yorkshire  Gale 
14/1  Don't  Tell  The  Wife 

Each  way  One  Ouarw  (he  odd!  a  place  1, 1  Prices  subject  m  fkmjauw. 
AwBBfateupioZJOpiuLTaiHrafa  Rule 4(0  may  gppiy.Non  runim  -  no  bet 


LATBT  ODDS  ON  Vffifiam  MU  TV  TEXT 

•  Teletext  on  GH4  PfiOI/602/603 


TO  ClFtN  A  CKHT  ACCOUNT  FfiEBHOtft  0800  M9  Mi  WUMU  KM  RUU5 
PUKES  SlfllECT  TO  fUCTUATBrj. 


•'  r? 


Happiness  is  a  winner  and  noodle  soup  a  black  arid 


FREUD 

ON  FRIDAY 


JL  A  the  most  valuable  pieces  ot 
real  estate  in  the  world.  Nearby,  a 
newly-constru  cted  office  block  is 
selling  for  E600 a  square  foot;  Happy 
Valley  extends  to  40  acres. 

There  is  a  seven- furlong  circuit 
500  yards  of  eight-storey  stand, 
restaurants,  boxes  and  private 
rooms  seating  4,850  diners  . . .  and. 
for  the  32.000  punters  who  were 
there  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
additional  incentive  (not  that  there  is 
great  need  for  incentive)  of  a  £3 
million  carry-over  on  the  Tierce  pool 
—  a  figure  that  rose  by  E5QO.OOO  as 
nobody  won  it  again. 

In  England,  racecourses  go  to 
great  lengths  to  woo  the  young;  die 
•  racegoers  of  tomorrow,  seed-corn  of 
the  sport  They  offer  free  entrance, 
irresistible  bargains,  bouncy  castles, 
whatever.  In  Hong  Kong,  nobody 
under  the  age  of  IS  is  admitted;  just 
like  that  To  say  that  the  Chinese  are 
passionate  about  gambling  is  an 
understatement  but  they  are  also 
knowledgeable;  individual  bets  on 
the  first  race  were  less  significant 
than  those  on  successive  events  — 
because  racegoers  wanted  to  see  how 
horses  coped  with  the  going.  “Good 
to  firm."  had  been  posted;  firm  to 
firm  is  what  it  looked  Like;  jockeys 
reported  the  ground  to  be  solid. 

International  races  attract  smaller 
bets  because  the  horses  are  not 
known  to  the  locals  and  the  crowd  is 
sporting:  when  one  of  the  two  girl 
jockeys  riding  here  won  the  big  race 
on  a  50-1  shat,  there  was  the  same 
warm  applause  as  is  accorded 
others. 

Those  of  us  who  feel  that  raring 
needs  bookmakers  to  provide  colour 
and  an  alternative  market  will  have 
to  reconsider  that  stance.  Hong 
Kong  has  a  Tote  monopoly  and  it 
works  like  a  dream.  Eighty  two  per 
cent  of  the  turnover  goes  bade  to  the 
betters  yet  the  Government's  cut  of 
ten  per  cent  of  the  tally  helps  to  keep 
baric  rate  income  tax  at  15  per  cent; 
the  balance  plus  catering  profits  has 
just  paid  for  an  £85  million  refit  — 
what  they  would  have  cost  three 
times  that  sum  in  England  and  have 
taken  four  or  five  times  as  long. 

The  absence  of  bookmakers  is  also 
a  disincentive  to  villainy. 


Eager  punters,  their  money  down,  wait  for  the  floodlit  action  to  get  under  way  at  Happy  Valley.  Photograph:  George  Selwyn 


There  is  a  story  of  a  three-horse 
race  in  which  the  runners  were 
priced  at  4-5.  even  money  and  &-1. 

A  man  approached  a  bookmaker 
and  had  a  large  bet  on  the  outsider 
. . .  who  won. 

When  the  bookmaker  paid  out  he 
said  to  the  punter  “You  are  very 
lucky." 

Not  lucky,  said  the  punter. 

Lucky,  said  die  bookmaker;  l  own 
that  winner. 

Not  lucky,  said  the  punten  I  own 
the  other  two. 

No  doubt  about  it.  raring  is  big. 
On  race  days,  about  twice  a  week  for 
nine  months  in  the  year,  all  of  the  29 
daily  papers  have  racing  sections  or 
separate  supplements  and  there  is 
noneof  that  well-bred  “I  go  because  I 
like  the  sight  of  galloping  horses" 
stuff.  They  go  to  bet  They  under¬ 
stand  the  Totalisator's  electronic 
boards,  the  QutnelJa  and  the  Tierce 


pools.  They  also  come  to  eat  and 
drink  —  catering  turnover  is  £36 
million  per  annum  —  with  about  one 
third  of  the  food  bring  Chinese.  Men 
walk  about  spooning  noodle  soup 
into  themselves;  there  is  little 
drunken  ess.  no  graffiti  (could  be 

difficult  in  Chinese  _ 

characters)  and  the 

crowd  is  genuinely  ‘Mn  r 

well  behaved. 

When  the  local  Cl  (hf 

Chinese  population  'w 

wanted  to  hold  a  W31lt  i 
protest  meeting 
after  Tiananmen  Of  j 

Square,  the  Royal 
Hong  Kong  Jockey 
Club  gave  the  use  of  Happy  Valley, 
provided  the  mess  was  cleared  up. 
An  estimated  100,000  protesters 
came . . .  and  when  they  left  not  one 
sweet  paper  or  cigarette  packet  lay 
on  the  ground. 


‘No  queues 
either  if  you 
want  a  drink 
or  a  bet3 


Entrance  to  the  Members'  Enclo¬ 
sure  costs  under  £5 ...  the  "in-field" 
entrance  is  50p.  No  race  is  worth  less 
than  E20.000  to  the  winner,  there  are 
huge  colour  screens  for  all  to  see  the 
action  and  a  multitude  of  screens  in 
every  room,  on  every  floor,  by  every 
_  Totalisator  win¬ 
dow.  Upwards  of  a 
ieues  thousand  staff 

“  means  no  queues 

if  VOU  neither  if  you  want 

~  a  drink  or  a  bet  and 

drink  the  operators  who 

take  your  money 
bet3  have  only  limited 

English  but  wish 
you  “Good  Ruck", 
which  is  more  than  our  Tote  ladies 
do  at  home. 

Moreover  it  is  all  handsome; 
marble  halls,  tiled  floors,  colourful 
greenery  and  flowers  wherever  you 
look,  nice  folksy  pre-race  summar¬ 


ies:  "This  three-year-old  customer  is 
a  likely  danger  with  good  late  speed 
and  a  favourable  draw."  If  you  are 
fortunate  to  be  in  the  right  place, 
there  is  also  a  captivating  race 
commentary  in  Chinese  and  in  some 
of  the  boxes  sit  family  parties  whose 
average  age  is  90.  As  Christmas  is 
coming,  there  is  appropriate  music  I 
recognised  Ludolph  the  Led-Nose 
Lei  ndee  r. 

I  was  intending  to  mention  that 
they  get  their  1*5  and  rls  as  wrong  as  I 
get  my  winners  but  in  race  five.  I 
backed  a  horse  because  its  jockey 
wore  silks  that  were  close  to  my  own 
colours . . .  and  collected  a  five-figure 
sum  in  Hong  Kong  dollars,  which  is 
still  just  four  figures  in  sterling.  I  will 
therefore  be  able  to  add  to  my 
collection  of  suits  from  Mr  Sam  the 
tailor  one  of  the  fastest  men  in  town; 
order  at  Ham  and  the  first  fitting  is 
at  tea-time. 


Call  in  and 
gain  a  few 
pounds  this 
Christmas. 


CaM&t 
North  East  Satlnd 
0800990990 
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Douglas  is  captain 
for  Hastings  battle 


By  Richard  Eaton 


8 ST/7 


upo> 

£50 

CisUadc  with  CeUaet 
Frequent  Caller  Bus  tariff 

Up  to 

£30 


BWJfi flonfr 
0X384572144 


0600 581373 


National  Batiktiboe 


DESMOND  DOUGLAS,  the 
most  successful  English  table 
tennis  player  since  the  1950s.  is 
making  another  international 
comeback.  The  former  Euro¬ 
pean  Top  12  champion  is 
taking  over  as  non-playing 
captain  for  the  first  time  in  the 
European  League  match 
against  Germany  at  Hastings 
on  Tuesday.  England  must 
won  if  they  are  to  avoid  a 
relegation  play-off. 

Douglas  made  a  surprise 
playing  comeback  for  Eng¬ 
land  at  the  world  champion¬ 
ships  earlier  this  year  and,  at 
the  age  of  40.  has  been  asked 
to  play  for  his  oountry  again 
since.  However,  although  he 
still  plays  in  the  French 
League,  he  prefers  a  behind- 
the-scenes  role  for  England, 
which  his  supporters  in  the 
English  Table  Tennis  Associ¬ 
ation  hope  could  become 
permanent 

“ITS  too  soon  to  say  about 
taking  the  job  in  the  long¬ 
term,”  Douglas  said.  "I  came 
out  of  retirement  to  play  this 
year  because  of  a  request  from 
people  I  respect  and  I'm  doing 
the  same  now.  I'm  still  a 
professional  and  hope  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  for  some  time.” 

A  great  deal  may  depend  on 
how  much  of  a  success  Doug¬ 
las  can  make  of  his  new  role. 
He  is  universally  respected  by 
fellow  players,  has  performed 


outstandingly'  over  a  long 
period  of  time  as  a  coach  at 
England  training  camps,  but 
has  little  experience  as  an 
international  court-side  coach. 
The  job  on  Tuesday  will  be 
particularly  tough.  Germany 
have  not  won  a  match  this 
season  but  still  have  Jorg 
RosskapC  the  world  No  6  and 


J 


Douglas:  new  role 

former  European  champion, 
in  their  squad. 

The  women’s  team,  who 
have  an  equally  tough  task  in 
a  European  League  semi-final 
against  Germany  at  the  same 
venue  on  the  same  night,  will 
be  captained  by  Jill 
Ha  mmersley- Parker,  who  is 
returning  to  the  role  after  an 
18-month  absence. 


Buy  a  mobile  phone  this  And  because  BT and  CeDnet 

Christmas  and  you  could  receive  ftgfcrCafa-Pha  tariff  have  weighed  in  with  their  official 
up  to  £50*  Cashback.  up  to  sign  of  approval,  you  ran  be  sure 

But  that's  not  all  there  is  to  O  0/1  that  the  service  will  always  be  of 

gain  when  you  walk  mto  a  ^  the  very  highest  standard. 

BT  Communications  Centre.  Cashback  with  Ceifeet  for  details  of  your  local  BT 

Our  staff  ate  full  of  excellent  Qr™1™!  CnmmunjfatirynQ  jiie  rail 

advice.  the  nearest  head  office  number  fisted 

Every  centre  is  bursting  with  a  opposite, 

product  range  that  will  meet  your  every  Then  you  can  be  sure  of  a  really  satisfying 

communications  need.  Christmas.  > 


•OOff  emb  31»t  December  1935. 
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05004*000 
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0800371214 
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Answers  from  page  40 
SCALLOPINl 

(c)  A  dish  consisting  ot  very  thin  slices  of  meat  (especially  veal)  sauteed  or 
fried.  FTom  the  Italian  diminutive  of  scnloppa  an  escalope.  “Sal  Moroni 
got  arrested  for  throwing  a  Sicilian  cook  out  of  the  window  of  an  Italian 
restaurant  for  overcooking  his  scalappini.” 

PSEUDEKY 

An  affected  or  pompous  manner  of  expression,  usually  with  intellectual 
pretensions,  or  an  example  of  this.  From  the  Greek  pseudas  a  lie. 
Popularised  by  Pseuds'  Comer  in  Private  Eye .  “Best  of  all  is  Mr  Ward’s 
pithy  dismissal  of  the  sort  of  supernatural  pseudery  that  has  enthralled 
the  credulous  since  the  beginning  of  time." 

RAFIK 

(a)  In  Arabia,  a  companion  or  escort,  an  adaptation  and  transliteration  of 
the  Arabic  word.  “The  one  thing  needful  is  a  rafik.  ie  a  companion  derived 
from  the  tribe  through  whose  range  one  must  pass,  or  from  some  tribe 
^liii-ri  with  it  or  authorised  to  share  its  range." 

RITUAUA 

(c)  Objects  used  in  or  connected  with  religious  rites  and  ceremonies.  The 
plural  of  the  Latin  ritublc  relating  In  rites  or  ceremonies.  “The  records  of 
this  synagogue  may  contain  papers  of  great  interest,  and  its  ritualia 
certainly  include  objects  of  considerable  beamy." 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1  „.  Qx£2*‘  2  RxG  Ref*  3  Rfl  Bh2*  4  Khl  Rxfl  mate. 


view 


Print  die  Legend.  Radio  4£M,  10 Warn.  ■■  ■  .  ^  . 

If  there  is  one  film  that  encapsulates  the  patronising  nature  _of 
colonial  cinema  in  the  1930s.  it  is  Sanders  of  the  River,  set  in  Africa. 
British  District  Commissioner  Sanders  t$  talkmg  to  tfa&natives  about 
:  his  temporary  rqilacement  “1  want  you  .to  ol^  him  as  ff  ybu’were 
his  own  children,"  he  says,  in  his  fourth  programme  about  how  the 
cinema  has  portrayed  history,  Christopher  Frayling  concentrates  an 
the  adventure  films  in  whioL  except  iof Paul  Robeson  ;ancl Gunga 
Din  (the  latter  played  by  a  white  actor  wearing  dark  makeup),  the 
goodies  all  had  white,  faces  and  die  baddies. brown  or  Mack  frees. 
Looking  back  an  these films  of  empire,  he  says,  is  Ifa  bating  a.  bad 
dream.  Ethnotogjcalhr,  he  is  probably  right  Jiut.  what  thundering 
good  entertainment  they  provided. 

The  Cfossje  Serial:  Barnaby  Rudge. 'Radio  4i2J00priE~- 

There  is  a  tot  of  scenMetting,  plot  charting  and  character  buffing  in 
episode  one  of  Elizabeth  Proud’s  adaptation  of  Dickens's  historical ! 
noveL  And  there  b  a  lot  inoreto  be  doo&Stffl  to  (tome  the  shrewish 
servant  Miss  Miggs,  the  retigiqus.zeaJot  Lord  .George  Gordon,  the 
1780  "No  Popery!”  ricXs he  masterminded,  and  , the  unmasking  of  the 
scar-faced  stranger  who  strikes,  terror  in  the  heart  of  poor  Barnaby*s 
mother.  All  the  performances  are  up  to  Didten&an-Tadia  standard, 
especially  Cathy  Sara'S  Dolly  Varden.  1  nearly  caught  a  cold  Ustsiing 
to  Malcolm  McKee's  cbfllymusic.  ;  Peter  DavaJk 


RADIO  1 

WORLD  SERVICE  | 

FM  Stereo.  4.00am  C8ve  Warren  830 
Chris  Evans  930  Simon  Mayo  1200 
Lisa  I ’Anson,  ind  at  1230-1246fm 
Newstart  and  at  1.15  The  Nrt  200 
Mcky  CamptaU  4 J00  MarfcGootfer.  ind 
et  530*45  NeMBteal;  at  G1 5 The  Nat 
and  at  630  The  Mbc  7j00  The  Essential 
Selection  1000  John  Peel  130m 
Rae&o  1  Bap  Show 


FM  Stereo.  000am  Sarah  Kennedy 
7.30  Wogan  030  Ken  Bruce.  Ind  at 
1000  Pick  of  the  Hte  11.30  Jimmy 
Young  200pm  Debbie  Thrower  030  Ed 
Stewart  535  John  Dunn  730  Today's 
the  Day  7.30  Friday  Night  is  Music  Night 
030  Listen  to  tha  Bend:  Enlteld  Cftadai 
Band  ot  the  Salvation  Army  10.00  The 
People's  Arts  1205am  Dtgby  Fdr- 
vveaher  1 JSO  Sue  McOarry 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5L00am  Morning  Reports  &00  The 
Breakfast  Programme,  Ind  at  055  and 
73S  Ractog  Preview  035  The  Maga- 
2foe.  ind  Ewonaws  and  at  1TJW  News; 
Chain  Reaction  1200  MkJday  wtihMair. 
ind  at  1234pm  Moneychock;  and  at 
1.15  BXBrtainment  News  205  Ruscta 
on  Five,  ind  at  045  Entertainment  News 
430  Nationwide.  Ind  at  545  EntBrtah- 
ment  News 730  News  Extra,  ind  at  730 
sport  735  Parfdnaon  on  Sport  935 
American  GkafflO  935  Stop  Press  10i05 
Entertainment  Superhighway  1130 
Nigh)  Extra,  ind  at  11.15  The  Hnandd 
World  Tonight  IZOSom  Attar  Hens 
235  Up  Al  Night 


6.00am  Sandy  Wan  7J00  Skrron  Sates 
1030  Jonathan  King  1230  Tammy 
Boyd  230pa>  Anna  Raeburn  430  Soon 
Chtshdm  and  Load  Tuner  730  Sean 
Bolger  930  Moz  Dee  1030  Mte  Alien 
130330am  Ian  Coins 


630am  On  Air.  FtossW  (Overture: ' 
The  Silken  Ladder);  Stravinsky 
(Ballet  The  Rrebid);  Ptroefl 
(Sound  the  trumpet,  beat  the . 
drum):  Dohnanyi  (Variations 
on  a  Nursery  Song);  Massri 
(Ninette  Bst  jeune  et  bele, 
Camaval  de  Verese,  la  Retoe 
Topaza):  Montevettf 
(Magnificat  a  7.  Vespers) 

9.00  Homing  Collection  with 
Paul  Gambacdnl  Honegger 
(RiK^jy);  Beethoven  (Violin 
Sonata  In  F.  Spring):  Gade 
(Symphony  No  4  si  B  flat) 

1030  Musical  Encounters,  with 
Mary  Miter.  Artist  ot  the 
Week  Catherine  Bolt, 
soprano.  John  Clerk  of 
Perictrik  (Die  mihi  saeve 
puerj;  10.14  DutllJeux 
(MystAre  da  rinslarfl;  Stroza 
(Lagrima  mie);  Ravel  (L’Enfant 
et  les  sortileges);  Schoenberg 
faring  Quartet  in  0) 

1230  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Schumann.  Orch  Samt- 
Saens  (Abendlled,  Op  107  No 
ffl ;  Schunarm 

(FantasiBstuckE,  Op  83);  orch 
Shostakovich  (Cato  Concerto 
in  A  minor)  (r) 

130pm  Bristol  Lunchtime 

Concert  Bartbk  Pius.  Wfiham 
Dazetey.  baritone:  JuKus 
Drake,  piano.  Bartok  (Five 
Songs,  Op  16);  Liszt  (Die  drei 
Zigeuner);  Dvofak  (Gypsy 
Sengs,  Op  55);  Kurtag  (Three 
Oldfrisaiptjons,  Op  25); 

Bartok  (Three  Hungarian  Folk 
Songs) 

2.00  The  BBC  Orchestras  :  BBC 
Symphony  Orchestra  under 
Alexander  Lazarev. 

Tchaikovsky  (Manfred 
Symphony)  (r) 

3.00  Fairest  Isle:  Milting  the 
Archive  The  Emigres.  Mustc 


AS  limes  in  GMT.  530am  Newsday 
530  Europe  Today  630  Nemday.630 
-  Eucpe  Today  730  World  News  7.15 
MkkSomarch  730  Heritage  83Q  News 
8.10  Words  of  Fifth  8.15  Musk:  Review' 
930  News  in  Goman  s.15  Focus  on 
Fatih  935  sport  1030  Newsdesk  1030 
BBC  Er^Bsh  1045  h&kSerrwch  1130 
Newsdeak  1130  Meridan  1230  World 
News  1235pm  World  Business  RspotL 
1215  Britain  Today  1230  Science  In 
MS on  130  Newshour  230  Nawa  236 
Outlook 230 MltifiradcAtomatire  330 
News  in  German  3.15  M^c  .  Ravieir 
430  Wtortd  News  4.15  The  World  Today 
430  Ncms  n  German  5.00'  Europe 
Today  530  World  ftjsiness.Repott5j4S . 
Sports  Roundup  630  Newsdesk630 
News  in  German  730  News  731 
Outfexik  735  Wbrds  of  Frtth  730 
MuUtrack  830  Newshour  930  News  . 
035 Wbtld  Business  Report  S.15  Britain 
Todqr  930  Peapte  and  Rofitlcs.  RLOO 
Nawsdesk  1030  The  Warirf  Today  - 
1035  Sport  1130  Newsil.io  SpatBght 
11.15  Harilage  11.45  The  Farmtog 
WorU  MdrtigM  NewsdHk 1230  Fran 
On  Weekfies  1245  Britain  T oday,  1 30 . 
News  1.10  ‘Press  Rewraw  1.15  Seven 
Days  130  Jazz  1.45  Good  Books  230 
Newsday  230  People  and  PoStlca  330 
News  215  Sport 330  Tha^ Vbtiaga  Chart 
Show  430  Newsdesk  430  Jazz  445. 
Seven  Days 


CLASSIC  FM 


4.00ani  Mark  Griffith^  630  Mck  BaBey 
930  Henry  Kelly  1230  Susannah 
Simons  230pm  Concerto  330  Joria 
Crick  830  Newsreght  630  Sor^a  730 
Classic  Versa  830  Concert  1030 
Michael  Mappn  130am  Robert  Booth 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


630am  Rubs  'n'  Jono  930  Richard 
Skinner  1230  Graham  Dene  430pm 
Nicky  Home  730  Paul  Coyle  1030 
Mark  Forrest  200em  Howard  Pearce 


Sefoerand  Andrzej 


-  430  Fairest  Me;  Turns  of  tfto 
Century.  Peter  Nichols 
celebrates  Kenneth  WiBams 

430  Music  for  the  Mughal 
Court  imrat  Khan.  star. . '  ■ 
pbys  the  traditional  rsga 
BHaskhanl  Todl  attributed  to 
BSas  Khan  . 

5.00  The  Music  Machine. 

Caroline  SMnbume  travete  to 
Bathurst  Island,  off  Australia's 
northern  coast,  to  mart  the 
Tiwi  people 

5.15  In  Tune.  Hoist  (St  Paul's 
Suite;,-  Beritaz  (Nocfoma  for 
two  voices);  Bach  (Cantata 
No  21 1;  Schweigt  stiHe. 
plaudert  rrictri.  Coffee) 

730  BBC  Phflbannottic,  five  from 
the  Free  Trade  Hall, 
Manchester,  under  Ubor 
Pesek;  Howard  Sheley, 
piano.  Beethoven  (Plano 
Concerto  No  3  in  C  minor); 
8.10  A  Famiy  Affair.  Jonathan 
Swain  examines  how  Suk  in 
his  Asraet  Symphony,  came 
to  farms  with  the  deaths 
within  15  months  of  his 
teacher  and  father-in-law 
Antonin  Dvortik  and  ot  his 
wife;  830  Suk  (Symphony  in 
C  minor.  AsraeJ) 

8.45  Cinema  100:  Alchemists  of 
Light  CoTm  Ford  continues 
the  series  on  flfcn  cameramen 
1035  Fairest  Isle:  Britannia  at  the 
Opera  Pepusch's  The  Death 
ot  Dk/o.  Orchestra  of  Opera 
Restor'd  under  Peter  Hotman 
1 1.05-1. 00am  Hear  and  Now.  In 
Memory  of  Luigi  Nona 
Including  Irvine  Arcfrtti  and  the 
Arditti  Quarter  performing 
Nono's  Madrigal  for  Many 
Wayfarers  and  Fragments- 
Silence 


535am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW 
only)  6.00  News  Briefing,  ind 
Weather  6.10  Fanning  Today 
635  Prayer  tor  the  Day  630 
Today  7.00.  730. 8.00.  830 
News  ind  735.  835  Sport 
7.45  Thought  far  the  Day 
8L40  yesterday  m  Parliament 
838  Weather 

930  News  935  Desert  Island 
Discs,  leatunng  the  aaress 
Afcon  Steadman  (r) 

9.45  Letters  from  Ireland.  The 
hstna  senes  ot  six 
programmes  reflecting 
aspects  of  We  m  Ireland 
today.  This  week.  Maeve 
Binchy  considers  the  Irish  way 
wgh  words 

10.00-1030  News.  Print  the 

Legend  (FM  arty).  See 
Choaoe 

1030  An  Act  of  Worship  (LW  only) 
10.15  Thta  Sceptr'd  Ude  (LW  only) 
1030  Woman’s  Hour  introduced 

by  Sheila  McClennon.  Serial. 

Cfcian  Break  by  Val  McDermid 
(5/15) 

1130  The  Natural  Hhtary 

Programme,  presented  by 
KehmiBoot 

1230  News;  You  and  Yours  wtti 
Chris  Choi 

1225pm  The  Food  Programme 
Resuns  ol  toe  traditional 
bated  reope  competition 
123$  Weather 
1.00  The  World  at  One. 

presented  by  Nick  Clarks 
1-40  The  Archers  (r)  135 
Shipping  Forecast 
230  News;  The  Classic  Serial: 

Bamata  Budge.  See  Choice 
330  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift, 
with  Laurie  Taylor 

430  News  435  KaMdoscope. 

Includes  reviews  ot  an 
exhibition  ot  work  by  Emile 
Node  and  Oscar  Hijuelos's 


New  York  Christmas  story 
4^5  Short  Story:  Power  Cut, 
Michelene  Wandor  Read 
Lesley  Joseph 

5.00  PM,  with  Chris  Lowe  and 
Jackie  Hargrave  530 
Shipping  Forecast  53S 
Weather 

6.00  Six  O'Clook  News 
630  Going  Places.  Includes  a 
visit  to  toe  Sandhon 
Memorial  Chapel  in  Berks! 
730  News  7.05  The  Archers 

730  Pick  of  the  Week,  with 

Christopher  Sale 
805  Any ^Questions?  Jonatha 
Dmbleby  chairs  a  topical 

Jscussion  in  NewttiggkHa 

toe- Sea.  Northumberland. 
VWh  Sr  Nicholas  Lyefl.  MP 
Ken  Livingstone,  MP;  Chri: 
Haskins,  Chairman  of 
Northern  Foods;  and'/Vm 
Leslie,  special  correspora* 

far  the  Daily  Ma3 

830  Law  in  Action 
9.15  Letter  from  America  by 
Alistair  Cooke 

930  Kaleidoscope  Feature; 

Between  tire  Sheets  Kati 
Saunders  searches  lor  the 
secret  ingredients  of  etotic 
-  -  ^  19-59  Weather 

10-°°  S2i^ortd,  Ton*flht  with 
Rottin  LusWg 

1035  Book  at  Bedtime;  Inside 
Enderby  by  Anthony 

Etege^Readbythelate, 

1135  Fourth  Column  with  am. 


11.45  Today  In  Parliament 

JS “  Werthi 

1230  Tlie  Late  Book:  Suctidog 
Shertart  Lemons  by 
Mchael  Carson.  Read  by 
David  Hon  (5/101  1 

130  A*  World  Service 


FREQUENCY  GUIDE.  RADIO  1.  FM  97.B-993.  RADIO  Z.  FM  880 
^  J5  ,  ™  *>.2-92*-  RADIO  4.  FM  92A34 «  LW  198 :  MW 

f  UVE.  MW  693.  909.  WORLD  SERVICE.  MW  MB:  LW 
CLASSIC  FM.  FM  100-102.  VIRGIN  RADto!  FM 
7S5fl:-!S?  1  \f7'  1215-  TALK  *“0*0  UK-  MW  1053,  1089.TeievWon 
cwnpOed  by  Paler  Dear,  Gfflten  limey, 
Kosemary  Smith  and  Susan  Thomson  ■ 
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All-male  institutions,  strictly  for  the  birds 


In  case  anyone  still  retains  the 
capacity  for  biographical  sur¬ 
prise.  GUESS  WHAT?  Robert 
Baden-Powell,  the  founder  of  the 
scout  movement,  was  a  repressed 
homosexual  with  sadistic  tenden¬ 
cies,  who  enjoyed  photographs  of 
naked  boys.  I  guessed  there  would 
be  something  like  that,  didn’t  you? 
All  that  dean-living  wiggle-waggle 
nonsense  around  the  camp  fire.  AU 
those  knots.  To  be  strictly  honest,  1 
remember  when  Tim  -teal's  biogra¬ 
phy  of  Baden-Powell  was  pub¬ 
lished,  so  there  were  in  fact  few 
surprises  in  last  night's  Secret 
lives  (Channel  4).  But  although 
Baden-Powell  emerged  as  a 
fundamentally  harmless  chap  who 
merely  enjoyed  skewering  wild 
pigs  in  India,  it  seems  appropriate 
to  go  around  saying  GUESS 
WHAT?  today  because  for  an  hour 
last  night,  GUESS  WHAT?  was  in 
its  dement. 

The  strange  aspect  of  Channel 
4*s  Secret  Lives  films  (like  BBC2's 


Reputations)  is  not  that  they 
sensationalise  the  unofficial  lire  of 
thrir  subjects  —  they  dont.  But  by 
neglecting  the  official  story,  they 
might  leave  ignorant  viewers  un¬ 
aware  that.  'say.  Marie  Slopes 
made  a  huge  beneficial  impact  on 
buth  control,  or  that  Baden-Powell 
challenged  genera tions  of  small 
boys  to  "do  their  best”,  and 
somehow  enthused  them  with  an 
abiding  love  of  string.  Last  night's 
film  was  so  unconcerned  by 
straight  biography  that  it  never 
mentioned  Baden-Powell's  eleva¬ 
tion  to  the  peerage.  Meanwhile  his 
first  claim  to  fame,  the  siege  of 
Mafeking.  was  discussed  only  in 
terms  of  how  he  contrived  it  in  the 
first  place,  how  badly  he  treated 
the  native  blacks  through  its 
duration,  and  how  he  benefited 
from  it  personally  afterwards, 
when  he  found  himself  “the  most 
famous  man  in  the  world” 

Was  the  scout  movement  a 
dream  of  classlessness?  Yes,  said 


Tim  Jeal:  no,  said  Michael  Rosen¬ 
thal  (the  author  of  The  Character 
Factory)  —  although  the  constantly 
diverging  views  of  these  two 
experts  were  obstinately  woven 
together  as  though  they  concurred. 
Rosenthal  objected  to  Baden-Pow¬ 
ell's  racism,  and  interestingly  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  scout  movement 
was  a  project  to  remove  working- 
class  children  from  the  family 
sphere;  to  make  them  good  little 
soldiers.  Baden-Ifoweil  made  his 
scouts  swear  loyalty  to  their  coun¬ 
try  —  but  not  to  their  parents.  "The 
parents.”  sneered  Rosenthal, 
"were  part  of  the  problem.”  • 


REVIEW 

Lynne 

Truss 

Ah.  those  all-male  institu¬ 
tions  were  thrilling  us  in  all 
ways  last  night.  Redcaps 
(BBC1)  is  possibly  the  most  boring 
series  ever  produced.  In  editing 
suites,  technicians  were  found 
lifeless  at  the  controls,  the  maich- 
sticks  still  gruesomely  propping 
open  their  staring  eyes  and  the 


intravenous  caffeine  still  pumping 
into  a  catheter  in  their  arras.  No 
one  has  ever  taken  a  video  camera 
inside  the  military  police  before. 
And  now  we  know  why. 

Last  night’s  instalment  con¬ 
cerned  charges  of  sexual  offence,  in 
which  a  corporal  —  with  his  back 
to  the  camera  —  was  interviewed 
about  allegations  by  a  dull  man  in 
a  shirt.  "I  didn't  do  it."  the  corporal 
insisted.  To  which  the  detective  of 


the  Special  Investigations  Branch 
would  keep  replying  "Someone 
else  said  you  did”.  The  viewer  — 
whose  only  useful  role  in  this  was 
to  lip-read  the  names  excised  from 
the  soundtrack  —  realised  she  was 
in  for  a  long  haul,  and  started  to 
weave  a  life-size  replica  of  the 
Bayeux  Tapestry.  But  she  was 
wrong  to  think  the  case  might  ulti¬ 
mately  strengthen,  one  way  or  the 
other.  A  stalemate  has  never  been 
so  stale.  "I  never  did  that.”  the 
unseen  corporal  said.  “All  these 
people  have  come  forward  inde¬ 
pendently.”  said  the  detective. 

Of  course,  many  people  enjoy 
television  which  allows  them  intel¬ 
lectual  space  for  other  things  —  the 
crossword,  for  example.  But  it’s 
when  a  series  gives  you  enough 
spare  capacity  to  find  new  subtle¬ 
ties  in  Tristram  Shandy  that  you 
start  to  smell  a  rat.  In  the  end,  this 
corporal  was  banged  up  for  112 
days  and  lost  his  redundancy 
money  of  £40.000.  However,  not 


knowing  who  he  was.  what  he 
looked  like,  or  having  any  infor¬ 
mation  to  judge  whether  he  de¬ 
served  such  punishment,  the 
viewer  completed  the  twiddly  bit 
around  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  and 
went  off.  grumbling,  to  bed. 


Saving  the  evening  were 
BBC^s  The  Ghostbusters  of 
East  Finchley  and  BBCI’s 
Roughnecks.  Shore  leave  has 
brought  romance  to  the  life  of 
Cinders  (Ricky  Tomlinson),  and  he 
is  in  a  state  of  rare  confusion.  He 
wept.  "I've  been  on  me  own  so  long 
now."  he  confided  to  the  wonderful 
Hilary.  "But  I  do  like  her.  I’m  just 
a  bit  frightened.”  The  woman  in 
question  is  played  by  Anne  Reid, 
who  used  to  appear  on  Victoria 
Wood.  She  took  Cinders  to  a 
ceilidh  and  kissed  him  goodnight. 
Nobody  expects  Cinders  to  have  a 
love  life,  least  of  all  Cinders.  His 
new  girlfriend  calls  him  Douglas. 
Thai's  so  sweet. 


Finally,  Tony  Grounds's  The 
Ghostbusters  of  East  Finchley  is 
Seooby  Doo  meets  Twin  Peaks  and 
Mike  Leigh,  and  you  either  like  it 
or  lump  it.  Personally  I  like  it  very 
much-  Last  night's  tax  raid  in¬ 
volved  a  cheery,  fat  undertaker 
who.  on  very  short  acquaintance, 
addressed  young  Kevin  (Paul 
Reynolds)  as  "You  great  wally 
wombat”.  Ghostbusters  is  foil  of 
surprises.  For  one  thing,  it  makes 
you  love  youthful  prigs  like  Kevin 
and  Jackie,  who  preach  about 
soda]  responsibility.  "Because  of 
people  like  you.”  Kevin  told  the 
cheery  tax-avoider.  “my  granny's 
had  to  wait  a  year  to  have  her 
haemorrhoids  done.  She  has  to 
stand  up  to  watch  the  telly.” 

Amazingly,  all  the  actors  are  in 
tune  with  this  strange  project  Bill 
Paterson  last  nighr  caressed  his 
virginal  tax  forms  with  the  dreamy 
question.  ‘‘Have  you  ever  seen  a 
blue  so  blue?"  There’s  no  answer  to 
that 


6,00am  Business  Breakfast  (23682) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (47069359) 

9.10KJIroy  (s)  (8100929) 

10.00  News  (Ceefax)  end  weather  (31 14935) 

1005  Can't  Cook,  Wont  Cook  (s)  (9314086) 

1&30  Good  Morning  with  Anne  and  Nick  (s)  (14682) 
1240  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (8789137) 

12.05pm  Pebtrfe  M3|.  With  country  sinqer  Charlie 
Landsborough  (s)  (5935069) 

1230  Regional  News  and  weather  (64874514) 

1.00  One  O’clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (24088) 

1.30  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (96317663)  1.50 
Colombo:  Double  Shock  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(6288069)  3.05  Timekeepers  (s)  (0904392) 

330  Pfngu  (r)  (6140205)  3^5  Jim  Henson’s  Animat 
Show  (175413 7)  4.00  The  ttsy  artsy  Spider  (s) 
(1022934)  4.20  Julia  JekyU  and  Harriet  Hyde 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (8038359)  4.35  Record  Breakers 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (1313427) 

5J)0Newsround  (Ceefax)  (3747934) 

5.10  Blue  Peter  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8105663) 

5J5  Neighbours  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (245066) 

6.00  Six  O'clock  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather  (427) 
&30  Regional  News  magazines  (779) 

7.00  The  World's  Strongest  Man.  The  third  of  five 
qualifying  heals,  (s)  (2514) 

7.30 Tomorrow's  World.  The  implications  for  epilepsy 
sufferers  of  an  experiment  in  which  vofunteers  try  to 
control  the  movement  of  objects  on  a  computer 
screen  by  using  the  signals  from  their  brain.  Plus: 
the  world's  smallest  robot  (Ceefax)  (s)  (663) 

8.00  WikIBfe  on  One:  The  Tiger  of  the  Highlands.  The 

Scottish  wildcat  captured  on  fifm.  Narrated  by  David 
r)  (Ceetax:  ' 


Attenborough  (r)  (Ceetax)  (s)  (8934) 


Coleman,  Beaumont  and  Botham  (k30pm) 


&30  A  Question  of  Sport  BUI  Beaumont  and  (an 
Botham  captain  two  teams  of  sporting  celebrities 
answering  questions  put  by  David  Coleman  (s) 
(7069) 

9.00  Nine  O’clock  News  (Ceefax).  regional  news  and 
weather  (8779) 

9.30  Dangerfietd.  GP/poi'ce  surgeon  series.  As  Paul 
finds  out  mote  about  the  death  ot  Susan  Wood,  he 
discovers  that  his  knowledge  puts  him  in  danger. 
With  Nigel  (e  Vaiflant  and  Amanda  Redman.  (2/2) 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (506088) 

1030  FILM:  Funny  About  Love  (1990).  With  Gene 
Wilder.  Christine  Lahti.  Mary  Stuart  Masterson  and 
Robert  prosky.  A  cartoonist  sees  hrs  marriage 
founder  as  a  result  ot  his  complicated  love-life.  The 
Joke  somehow  goes  missing,  despite  the  cast 
Directed  by  Leonard  Nimoy  (810359)  WALES: 
1020  The  Way  It  Is  (963446)  10.50  Rm:  Funny 
.  About  Love  (93470040)  1Z25am-2.15  Rim:  Plaza 
Suite  (908422) 

12.00  FILM:  Plaza  Suite  (1971).  With  Walter  Matthau. 

'  Maureen  Stapleton,  Barbara  Harris,  Lee  Grant  and 
Louise  Sorel.  Adaptation  of  three  Neil  Simon  stories. 
Directed  by  Arthur  Killer  (833644) 

1.50am  Weather  @335977) 


6.00am  Technology  Season 

7.00  Breakfast  News.  (Signing)  (9293972) 

7.15  Lassie  (2902088)  7 AO  Swat  Kats  (r)  (7817330) 
84)5  Smart  (r)  (2285205) 

8^5  The  Record  (s)  (7613311)  9.00  The  Forgotten 
Force  (r)  [3495392)  930  Prue  Leith  (r)  (3276224) 
10.00  Play  days  (&)  (1082507) 

10.25  FILM:  Band  Waggon  (1940.  ttfw).  A  comedy 
starring  Arthur  Askey,  directed  by  Marcel  Varnei 
(8859446) 

11.40  The  Fugitive  (b/w)  (r)  (Ceetax)  (4680427) 
1230pm  Working  Lunch  (43576)  1.00  William’s  Wish 
Wetfingtorts  (r)  (s)  (26221779)  1.05  Johnson  and 
Friends  (r)  (s)  (48058717) 

1.15  Movie  Magic  (r)  (44600595)  1.40  Even  More  Of 
Glynn  Christian.  Microwave  fish  dishes  (s) 
(156974271  135  A  Helping  Hand  (1S670750) 

2.10  Sport  On  Friday  featuring  skiing  and  women's 
hockey  (s).  includes  a!  3.00  News,  weather 
(525589)  335  News  (Ceefax),  regional  news, 
weather  (9784595) 

4.00  Today's  the  Day  |s)  (392)  430  Ready,  Steady. 
Cook  (s)  (576)  5.00  Esther  Mixed  race  marriages 
(s)  (6232)  5.30  Going  Going  Gone  (s)  (156) 

6.00  The  Ministers  (b/w)  (Ceefax)  (182330) 

6£S  The  New  Avengers  (r)  (Ceefax)  (981 427) 

7.15  Football,  FiissbaR,  Voetbal.  Eastern  European 
teams  (253576) 

8.00  Top  Gear  Motorsport  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6576) 

830 Secret  Nature.  Slapton  Ley  in  south  Devon,  a 
haven  for  the  otter  and  pike  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (831 1 ) 
9.00  Not  the  Nine  O'clock  News  (r). 

(Ceefax)  (9021) 


Steve  Coogan  as  Mike  Crystal  (930pm) 


9301 


’  Coogan’s  Run  (Ceefax)  (s) 
I  (56040) 


10.00  Have  I  Got  News  For  You  (s)  (35069) 

1030  Newsnight  with  Peter  Snow.  (Ceetax)  (153330) 
11.15  Don’t  Give  Up  Your  Day  Job.  The  last  in  the  series 
in  which  showbiz  hopefuls  are  reviewed  by 
celebrities,  (s)  (761682).  WALES:  11.15  Wefsh 
Lobby  (761682)  1135  Don’t  Give  Up  Your  Day  Job 
(760953)  12.15am  Weather  (2756644)  1230  Red 
Hot  and  Country  (3646880)  130335  Film  As  Is 
(3264996)  1135  Weather  (464408) 

113°  5535651  Red  Hot  and  Country  (s) 

(476663) 


1.00am  FILM:  As  Is  (1986)  starring  Robert  Carradme  as 
a  successful  gay  writer  who  contracts  Aids  and  is 
shunned  by  everyone  who  knows  him  —  except  for 
a  former  lover  and  a  hospice  worker.  Directed  by 
Michael  Lindsay-Hogg  (39373).  Ends  al  230 


VkteoPtos+  and  tho  Video  PtosCodss 
Tha  numbers  ne»  »  each  TV  programme  ftrtng  am  VHno  HusCode* 
marOersi  WwJi  alow  you  lo  program™  your  vrieo  mcflrde*  WterrWtrtt 
“  ‘  l  VMwP&ft^canQBUserJwehiwwuXJaoi  tei 
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the  VUao  PlusCoM  in  me  erojumme  you  mtt  K>  record  for  more 
dank  cal  Vldacrtus  on  0638  1212M  (cafe  coa  Xafirm  cheap  rue. 
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CHOICE 


John  Hiatt  performs  in  NashvfHe  (BBC2, 1130pm) 


Red  Hot  and  Country 
BBC2. 1150pm 

The  fifth  in  a  series  of  Aids  awareness  concerts  under 
the  “Red  Hot”  banner  features  country  stars  in 
performance  at  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  in  Nashville.  The 
line-up  is  a  comprehensive  mix  of  old  timers,  such  as 


Earl  Scruggs  and  Carl  Perkins,  and  rising  younger 
singers  including  Kathy  Matthea,  John  Hiatt  Suiy 
Bogguss  and  Nanci  Griffith.  The  coming  together  of 
different  styles  and  generations  on  the  same  stage 
gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  evolution  of  the  genre.  Between 
numbers  we  are  reminded  of  the  lone  tradition  of 


numbers  we  are  reminded  ot  the  long  tradition  ol 
country  singers  raising  funds  to  help  the  less  fortunate, 
going  back  to  Jimmie  Rodgers  in  the  early  1930s.  The 


going  back  to  Jimmie  Rodgers  in  the  early 
parallel  is  apposite  for  Rodgers  died  of  tuberculosis,  as 


much  a  scourge  in  its  day  as  Aids  is  now. 


Faith  in  the  Future 

/TV,  S3 Opm 

Sharp  eyes  will  not  have  failed  to  notice  the 
surprisingly  close  parallels  between  Faith  in  the 
Future  and  Dressing  For  Breakfast  which 
immediately  follows  it  on  Channel  4.  Viewers  who  so 
wish  can  switch  directly  from  one  comedy  about  a 
menopausal  woman  and  her  daughter  to  another. 
There  is  pain  in  both,  though  Faith  in  the  Future 
largely  hides  it  behind  jokes.  The  pleasure  is  in 
watching  Lynda  Bellingham  and  Julia  Sawalha.  as 
mother  and  daughter,  revealing  their  sexual  hang-ups 
in  language  suitable  to  a  pre-watershed  transmission. 
Thanks  to  the  typically  genial  script  by  Jan 
Etherington  and  Gavin  Petrie,  the  ITV  switchboard  is 
unlikely  to  be  bombarded  with  complaints. 


Coogan’s  Run:  Thursday  Night  Frvrr 

BBC2. 930pm 

No  fewer  than  five  writers  collaborated  on  the  latest 
Coogan  adventure,  though  more  does  not  necessarily 
mean  better.  But  if  this  is  one  of  the  less  notable 
episodes  overall,  the  dialogue  often  sparkles  and  there 
is  a  funny-daft  running  gag  about  a  man  who  cannot 
help  dropping  and  smashing  glasses.  In  his  latest 
incarnation  Coogan  is  Mike  Crystal,  a  northern  dub 
singer  bullied  out  of  his  proper  pay  by  a  mean  boss.  By 
the  son  of  accident  that  only  comedy  scriptwriters  can 


unfunny  name  ot  Clint  Stallone.  Paul  Calf,  a  previous 
Coogan  creation,  makes  a  token  appearance,  bringing 
the  tally  of  disguises  up  to  three. 


Not  the  Nine  O'clock  News 
BBC2.  9JOOpm 

Mel  Smith,  Pamela  Stephenson  and  friends  are  often 
credited  with  breaking  the  mould  of  television  comedy 
and  resetting  it  in  a  more  irreverent  form.  In  fact  they 
could  be  surprisingly  conventional,  as  tonight's 
compilation  demonstrates.  U  is  true  that  there  a  follow¬ 
up  to  one  of  the  team  *$  most  notoriously  tasteless  jokes, 
the  one  about  the  crushed  hedgehog,  but  also  striking 
is  how  often  the  show  resorted  to  that  old  stand-by.  the 
television  parody.  The  execution,  il  has  to  be  said,  is 
often  brilliant:  as  in  a  wonderfully  accurate  send-up  of 
Esther  Rantzen  and  her  boys  in  That’s  Life!  The 
versatile  Stephenson  plays  Esther,  as  well  as  Angela 
Rippon  and  a  presenter  wittily  rendered  as  Janny 

'“aymark 


Shtrait-Pawuh. 


Peter  Wa 


CARLTON/LWT 


6.00am  GMTV  (8747408) 

935  Supermarket  Sweep  Quiz  (s)  (8825408) 

935  London  Today  (Teletext)  (S632886) 

10.00  The  Time...  The  Place.  Live  discussion 
programme  hosted  by  John  Stapleton  (s)  (2694 1 75) 
1035  This  Morning  (28621601) 

1230pm  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8778021) 

12.30  ITN  Lunchtime  News  (Teletext)  (2543359) 

1235  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (2511750) 

135  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext)  (44617885) 

135  Shortland  Street  (s)  (96345446) 

230  The  Chrystal  Rose  Show  (s)  (18293427) 

230  High  Road  (Teletext)  (5764682) 

330  ITN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (8259069) 

335  London  Today  (Teletext)  (8241040) 

330  Jays  World  (s)  (3987156)  3.40  St  TTggywtnkles 
(3967392)  335  The  Spooks  of  Bottle  Bay  (s) 
(9334175)  4.15  Freakazoid!  (1036137)  4.40  Fun 
House  (1697427) 

5.10  LWT  —  Caring  at  Christmas  presented  by  Caron 
Keating  (2623040) 

SL40  ITN  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (346589) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  (r).  (Teletext)  (186156) 

635  London  Tonight.  (Teletext)  (210576) 

7.00  Family  Fortunes  (Teletext)  (s)  (7682) 

7.30  Coronation  Street  RaqiteJ  has  the  most  emotional 
Five  days  of  her  life  as  she  tries  to  choose  between 
cuddly  Curly  and  desirable  Des.  (Teletext)  (68798) 


Emma  Bernard  and  Lynda  Bellingham  (830pm) 


830 


sms 


Faith  in  the  Future:  Break  Up,  Break 
Down.  (Tele  text)  (s)  (2137) 

9.00  Woman  on  the  Run:  The  Lawrenda  Bembenek 
Story  (Fart  2  of  3)  Based  on  the  true  story  of  a 
woman  sentenced.  to  life  imprisonment  for 
murdering  her  husband's  former  wife.  With  Tatum 
O'Neal,  Bruce  Greenwood,  Peggy  McCay,  Alex 
McArthur,  Victor  Garber  and  Saul  Rubinek  (s)  (5953) 
10.00  ITN  News  at  Ten  and  weather  (Teletext)  (22595) 
1030  FILM:  St  Elmo's  Ftre  (1985).  A  big  hit  when  it  came 
out  at  the  height  of  "yuppredom”  in  the  mid-1980s 
but  with  a  scrip)  that  now  sounds  slightly  feeble,  to 
say  the  least  Still,  a  clutch  ol  brat-packers  are  in  it 
and  they  can  act  even  if  they  are,  or  were,  brats.  Rob 
Lowe.  Demi  Moore.  Emilio  Estevez.  Andie 
MacDowell.  M are  Winningham  and  Ally  Sheedy. 
Martin  Balsam  feature  in  a  tale  of  leaving  college 
and  having  to  face  adult  life  Directed  by  Joel 
Schumacher  (15137) 

1230am  London  Tonight  (Teletext)  (5596538) 

12AO  Stodge  Hammer  Icebreaker.  Dori  falls  for  an 
imposter  (9186880) 

1.05  The  James  Whale  Show  (s)  (8076977) 

2.  OS  The  Chart  Show  (s)  (7520660) 

3.00  Cinema,  Cinema,  Cinema  (s)  (80680083) 

335  Nofsy  Mothers  (S)  (4068460) 

430 The  New  Music.  Mfck  Jagger  and  Keith  Richards 
talk  about  the  new  Rolling  Stones  album,  Stripped. 
(65335) 

530  ITN  Homing  News  (84489).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL  4 


630am  Ulysses  31 .  Cartoon  senes  (r)  (981 75) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (70381) 

9.00  FILM:  Richard  III  (1955).  Shakespeare's  drama 
directed  by  and  starring  Laurence  Olivier 
(29570798) 

11 .50  The  Singing  Teacher.  Animation  about  a  singing 
lesson  (6568311) 

12.00  Simply  the  Best  Kit  Chapman  on  the  autumn 
fruits  of  Kent  (r)  (29408) 

12.30pm  Sesame  Street.  Entertaining  early  learning 
series  (1735798)  135  Madeline.  Adventures  of  a 
young  French  g'd  (r)  (44615427) 

135  Channel  4  Racing  from  Cheltenham  The  2.00, 
235, 3.10  and  345  races  (40294412) 

4.00  Think  Tank.  Team  quiz.  (Teletext)  (s)  (208) 

430  Fifteen  To  One.  (Teletext)  fs)  (972) 

530  The  Factory  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (7221088) 

5.45  Holy  Places  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (322953) 

6.00  Blossom.  Los  Angeles-based  teen  comedy  (r). 
(Teletext)  (s)  (137) 

6.30  Movlewatch.  Rim  magazine  presented  by  Johnny 
Vaughan  and  Caroline  Tudor,  (s)  (717) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  with  Jon  Snow.  Includes 
headlines  and  weather  at  7.30  (Teletext)  (818427) 
735  Book  Choice.  Journalist  Mark  Steyn  looks  at  the 
latest  humorous  books.  (Teletext)  (s)  (981243) 

830  A  Taste  of  Africa.  Dorinda  Hatner  returns  to  her 
home  country.  Ghana,  to  cook  okra  stew  wrth  fish 
plus  spinach  dip  and  root  vegetables  (r).  (Teletext) 
(s)  (4972) 

630  Brookskte  (Teletext)  (s)  (1309) 


Edney  tries  to  ignore  Lindsay  and  Aird  (9.00pm) 


9.00  Dressing  For  Breakfast.  The  last  thing  Louise 
wants  is  her  best  friend  Carla  and  her  boyfriend 
Dave  displaying  their  emotional  attachment 
Starring  Bealre  Edney.  Holly  Aird  and  Nrgei  Lindsay. 
(Teletext)  (s)  (4717) 

930  Rising  [temp.  Classic  comedy.  An  actor  comes  lo 
stay  and  everybody  becomes  starstruck  —  except 
Rigsby  (Leonard  Ross  iter)  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (58408) 
10.00  Frasier.  Seattle's  finest  restaurant  is  threatened, 
Frasier  and  Niles  decide  to  do  the  decent  thing. 
(Teletext)  (s)  (20137) 

1030  CUva  Anderson  Talks  Back.  The  chatterbox  who 
sometimes  lets  his  guests  get  a  word  in  edgeways 
greets  Jack  Dee.  Roll  Harris  and  Tony  Banks  ($) 
(155798) 

11.15  Crapston  VHIas.  Adult  animation  (s)  (524069) 
1130  Eurotrash — The  World  Tow.  Antoine  deCaunes 
and  Jean  Paul  Gaultier  in  Japan  [s)  (78311) 

1230  Beavis  and  Butt-Head.  Animated  pop  video 
reviews  (74002) 

1230am  FILM:  Kiss  Of  Death  (1947.  b/w)  starring  Victor 
Mature  and  Richard  Wid  marie  A  crime  drama 
directed  by  Henry  Hathaway.  (Teletext)  (525373) 
230  FILM:  The  House  of  Fear  (1945,  b/w)  starring  Basil 
Rath  bone  and  Nigel  Bruce.  The  plot  involves 
mysterious  murders  among  the  Murder  Club  in  a 
Scottish  mansion  Directed  by  Roy  William  Neill 
(4711335).  Ends  3.35am 


VARIATIONS 


.■^ngua 

As  London  except  1235  Coronation 
Street  (2511750)  1-25  Home  and  Away 
(44817685)  14S  A  Country  Practice 
(3643740BI  2-25-330  Murder.  She  Wrote 
(0850137)  5.10-5.40  Shortens  Street 
(3623040)  630-730  Angfa  News  (175) 
1030  AngHa  News  Exlra  (31243)  11 DO  Sec 
Para  ot  Pants  (838C)  1130  Plugged 
(4930011 1235am  The  James  Vriiale  Shew 
(1347557)  135  Noisy  Mothers  (2278436) 
230  Tha  Album  Show  {25788)  330  Ftev 
Beyond  the  Curtan  (18915)  54)0  Crwma, 
Cinema.  Cinema  (76625)  - 


CENTRAL 

As  London  accept  1JSS  A  Country  Practice 
(96345448)  220420  MuTOw,  She  White 
(4575563)  5-10-5.40  Shortend  Street 
(2629040)  6125-7.00  Centra!  News  (210576) 
lOWCerml  Weekend  (3949001)  «.10«n 
Who  Do  You  Do7  (3167267)  1230  Beyond 
Realty  (9186880)  435  Jobfrldef  (2104064) 
&20  Asm  Bye  (1145248) 


GRANADA 

As  London  except  1235-1.26  Shortend 
Street  (25117501  133  Home.  and. Away 
(86580137).  130  One  Heaters  (8126595) 
23fL3.2n  Gnawing  Pahs  (5764682)  5.10- 
£40  Htah  Ftoad  (26230*0)  ttaaw JXI  Grana¬ 
da  Tonight  (210578)  1040  Up  Runt 
(803798)  1130  Bodies  of  Evidence  (472137) 
123S*n-1DB  The  Prams  Thai  Be 
(2731335)- 


KTV  WEST 

Ae  London  except  T2JSB  Shortend  Street 
(5845021)  1.20  High  Road  (44618514)230- 
3J0  Murder,  She  Wrote  (4075033)  6.10- 
£40  A  Couraiy  Practice  (2623040)  530- 
730  HTV  News  {1751  1030  HTV  Wtesl 
Heantnesand Weather  (B09137)  1045  Farr. 
The  Andersen  Tapes  (83693514)  1235am 
The  Good  Sex  Grtde  Attoad  £2731335) 

HTV  WALES 

As  HTV  WEST  mecepfc  03MM  Wales 
Tonirttt  1175)  1030  HTV  rifales  News  end 
Whether  @09137)  104*  A  Nflhr  Our  w* 

Money  (735427}  1 1 XS  Streel  Legal  (443750) 


Ter:  Weather  (225851 1030  Meridian  News 
and  Waamef  (818885)  1040  Six  Pass  ot 
Parts  1601576)  11.10  Tales  Rom  The  Crypt 
(544796)  1UO  Plugged  (492601)  I235sm 
The  James  Whale  Show  (1347557)  133 
Noisy  Mothers  (2278426)  230  The  Attain 
Show  (257S3)  330  Flttn:  Beyond  tie  Curtate 
(10915)  5.00  Raescreen  (7B62SI 

WESTCOUNTRY 
Ae  London  except:  9.55-10.00 
Westcountry  News  (8632886)  1220pm 
Westcounuy  News  (8784069)  1025-1030 
My  Story  (87B6040)  1235  Coronapon  Street 
(2511750)  1 35  Home  and  Away  (44617B85) 
135  The  Vtaodward  Fte  £5487408]  2.'*=- 
330  Murder.  She  Wrote  (9850137)  3 — 
030  Westcountry  News:  Weather  (824104(5 
5.10-640  Horne  and  Array  (3623046)  B30- 
730  Westcountry  Uve  (48021)  1030 
Wwteoun&y  News:  Weather  (818885)  1040 
Firm  Big  Trouble  m  Lite  CWne  (83685585) 
T035am  Coach  (2731335) 

YORKSHIRE 

As  London  except  935-10.00  Calendar 
News  and  Wtaather  (B83Z886)  1220pm- 
12 30  Yorteiwe-  Calendar  News  and  Wee- 
ther  /  Btedate-  Network  North  (8778021) 
1235  Coronation  Street  (2511750)  135 
Home  and  Away  (44617B85)  135*20  Tha 
Enthronement  (7424458)  333330  Ywk- 
artre;  Calendar  News  J  BSsdate:  NatworK 
North  (824104Q)  5.1O&40  Home  and  Away 
(2623040)  535  Calendar  /  Nttnok  North 
(514778)  630-7.00  Maynanfs  W  (175) 
1 030 Catandw  News  and  Weather  (SI 6885) 
1030  The  &lttvonemSrt  (803758)  11-40 
War  and  Remembrance  (858779)  138am 
The  JOTasWhala  Show  (9811286)235  The 
&a  E  (4685624)  3-30  The  Bert  (37538)  430 
Shfl  (8734441)  325  tejsfc  VldOO  (7)74080) 


MERIDIAN 

As  London  except  S-Bam-UMO  Merid- 
anNew&  and  Wartwr  ^8328861 123tgn- 
1230  Mortal  News  and  Weather 
(8778D21)  12.55  Coronation  Street 
(S117SG9 135  Hon»  and  Array  1*4617^1 
135  A  Country  PratUce  P^*544€)  2»- 
230  Hoursraty  (18293427)  335-230 
Merten  News  Vti  Weather  (6241040)5.10 

Hama  and  Away  P823040)  537-340  Th«e 
Mouse  -  Your  Story  (S22446)  630-730 
Martsn  Tonght  (48021)  1030  News  at 


S4C 

8MR  730  The  Bg  BreaWaS  (70381)  030 
ttnr  Richard  N  (29570798)  1130  The 
Short  Teacher  (658831 1)  1230pm  Seea- 
me Street  (57775)  130SW  Malteln  (1779B) 
130  Sopte's  Meal  Course;  Lamb 
(36400359)  138  Channel  4  Racing 

(40294412)  430  Thmh  Tank  (208)  *30 
Hands  Up  (972)  S30  5Prarp:  Mega  (5068) 
SLOT  Fifteen  to  One  (224)  630  Nawyddkn 
(539224)  6.15  Henp  (We05)  730  Pobd  Y 
Cwm  (287779)  735  Ores  Ben  Uedri 
(510779)  8,00  Ceh  Gated  (4972)  830 
fewyddfon  (1309)  930  Achabachyrr 
Bgwson  (322972)  935  Hay  Places 
(680576)  1030  Brootaide  (2DT37)  1030 
Catvo  Anderson  Tate  Back  (15579B)  11.15 
CtepGton  Was  (524068)  1130  Eurotrash 
(78311)  1230am  Baavc  end  Buttheed 
(74002)  1230  FftTK  Kiss  of  Death  (525373) 
230  Rim  Shatodi  Hoimes  ki  The  House  of 
Fear  (4711335) 


SATELLITE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE  _ 


730am  The  DJ  Kai  Show  (33934)  0.00 
Power  Rangers  (79427)  830  Press  Your 
Lock  (78798)  930  Court  TV  (52750)  930 
Oprah  (7808B1 11X30  Concenftauor  (58934) 
1130  Sa»y  Jessy  Raphael  166088)  1230 
Jeopardy  (72514)  1230pm  Designing 
Women  (88392)  130  The  Wahons  (17175) 
230  Gerafdo  (48214)  330  Court  TV  (3021) 
330  Oprah  (3001)  430  Pcwwr  Rangers 
(3021)  4.45  Postcards  from  me  Hedge 
(3021)  530  Sar  Trek  (7601)  630  The 
Sknpsons  12885)  630  Jeopardy  (3137)  730 
LAPD  (8330)  730  M*A*S*H  (2021)  830 
Just  Kidding  (4750)  830  Cbppers  (3885) 
830  Water.  Texas  Ranger  (27576)  1030 
star  Trek  (20663)  1130  Law  and  Order 
(47953)  1230  Late  Show  (47663)  1235am 
-Re  Ureouchettes  (47963)  130  Rachel 
Gum  (16286)  230  H*  Mx  (16285) 

SKY  NEWS 


FBntatones  (1987)  (22156)  1030  Double, 
Ooubte,  ToB  and  TTOuble  (1993)  (81750) 
1230  RfgoMto  (1993)  (12779)  2.00pm 
Cagney  end  Lacey:  The  Raton  (19M) 
(42385)  4.00  The  Jateona  Keel  the 
FtMemnas  (1987)  (3525)  630  Rnei  Days 
el  Butch  and  Sundance  (1993)  (99468) 
730  UK  Top  Ten  (5359)  B DO  Black  Foe 
The  Price  of  Peace  (1993)  (76514)  930 
Tha  VanWUne  (1993)  (58885)  1130 
Po Urgent  III  (1988)  (738576)  1.10am 
Hunter  Between  Friends  (1994)  (993977) 
230  Empty  Credo  (1993)  (979847)  43S- 
630  Doubts,  Double,  ToU  end  Trouble 
(1993)  (707118) 


THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 


None  cm  the  hour. 

630em  Sumee  (76077)  1030  ABC 
Mghtfete  (56576)  130pm  CSS  tors 
(2231 1)  230  Paitement  (86798)  330 
Parfiamera  (4243)  630  Tonight  (37069)  830 
Entertalnmera  1130  CBS  Naas  (12088) 
1230am  ABC  News  (31083)  130  Ton^jfr 
(89441)  230  WbrfdMde  Report  (63538)  330 
Pwfcmnt  (68083)  430  CBS  News  (14625) 
530-630  ABC  News  (26489) 

SKY  MOVIES 


Sky  Marie*  Gold  from  10pm  to  dan. 
SXXtem  Under  the  Umfctela  Tree  (13441) 
630  MuppelBaDtesf 1344 1)730 Wrine  the 
Pooh  (13441)  730  DuefcLdBS  (13441)  830 
Chip  V  Dales  (13441)  630  Wondaterd 
(1344T)  930  Fraggle  Rock  (13441)  930 
Pooh  Comer  (13441)  1030  Dumbo's  Circus 
(13441)  1030  Quack  Attack  (13441)  11.00 
Osney  (13441)  1230  RLM  Alai  and  Naom 
(13441)  230pm  Wonderland  (13441)  230 
urnbreia  Tree  (13441)  330  Prague  Rock 
(13441)  330  M  the  Pooh  (13441)  430 
Quick  Attack  (13441)  430  Duddates 
(13441)  530  Cyderatar  (13441)  630  Farms 
Tate  Theatre  (13441)  730  Eyewitness 
(13441)  830-1030 Best  at  Hofywoocl-  Flight 
tor  Freedom  (13441) 

EUROSPORT 


Cookmg  «wth  Kwns  (26489)  1030  Furniture 
To  Go  (26489)  1030  Soul  Matos  (26480) 
1130  Only  hranan  (26489)  12.00  Prisoners 
(26489)  12.30pm  JVmry'a  (26489)  130 
Cooking  wtth  Kurma  (26489)  130  Jcy  ol 
Painting  (26489)  230  The  FSght  Thing? 
(26*99)  230  Ga  Soon  (26*as>  330 
Furniture  to  Qo  (26489)  330-4.00  Two’s 
Courtry  (28489) 

UK  GOLD 


DISCOVERY 


MTV 


430pm  Africa  (13441)  530  Vamshteg 
Worlds  (13441)  630  tnvertxxi  (13441)  630 
Beyond  2000  (13441)  730  On  The  Road 
Agan  (13441)  830  Lonely  Planet  (13441) 
930  Wrgi  Orei  The  Wt*W  113441)  1030 
Aamulh  subs'  SUvnome  (13441)  1130 
Sued  Next  Step  (13441)  1130-1230 
Shadow  on  the  Reel  (13441) 


Glenn  Close  and  Kevin  Kflrre 
(Sky  Movies  Gold,  12.15am) 


(31426)  1230  Cricket  Show  (31426)  1230- 
130am  Land  Yachtkx)  C314261 


730am  Angels  (165557)  730  Neigrfcouro 
(165557)  830  Sons,  and  Daughters  (165557) 
830  EastEndere  (165557)  9.00  The  Bd 
(165557)  9130  The  SUHvana  (165557)  1030 
Bergerac  (165557)  1130  Dates  (1655571 
1230  Sons  and  Daughters  (165557) 
1230pm  Naehtxws  (165557)  130  East- 
Endera  (.165557)  130  The  ai  (165557)230 
The  SuUrvens  (165557)  2-25  Are  You  Being 
Served?  (165557)  330  Angels  (165557)  330 
Eldorado  (165557)  430  Cosuerty  (165657) 
5.05  Larry  Grayson's  Generator!  Game 
(165557}  8.15  Kenny  s  Come  Cute  (165557) 
635  EastEndere  (165557)  7.00  Eldorado 
(1BS557)  730^ Ta»  (1S5557)  830  The  Best  of 
Top  of  the  Pope  (165557)  830  Sons 
Mothers  Do  Ave  'Em  1165557)  930  Widows 
(166557)  ID. 00  The  Bi  1166557)  1035 
CtaBSK  Sport  (165557)  1135  The  Ymsg 
Ones  (165557)  12.15am  Dr  Who  (165557) 
1235  FILM-  Code  ol  Stance  1165557)  235- 
330  Shopping  at  (165557) 

TCC 


BRAVO 


1230  FILM:  Monster  horn  Green  He! 
(13441)  130pm  Honey  West  230  The  Saint 
(13441)  330  Scotland  Yard  (13441)  330 
Man  from  Werpot  113441)  430  FUft  The 
Lavender  HI  Mob  (13441)  630  Honey  West 
(13441)  630  Danger  Man 630 The  WHd  WHO 
West  113441)  730  The  Pjotedors  (13441) 
830  The  Sart  (13441)  930-12.00  FILM: 
Kelly  s  Heroes  (13441) 


630am  The  Grind  (72750)  730  3  Irom  1 
(72750)  7.15  Awake  cn  ihe  Wktede  (727501 
aoo  VJ  Mala  (922779)  1130  Soul  (208S5) 
1230  Greatest  ms  (73330)  1.00pm  Music 
Non-Stop  (73330)  2.45  3  Horn  1  (73330) 
330  Cremate  (73330)  XI 5  Hanging  Oul 
(7333CI)  430  News  (73330)  4.15  Hanpng 
Out  (73330)  430  Dial  M1V  (6804)  530  Real 
World  London  (4798)  530  The  Putse  (15761 
6.00  Hanging  Out  (79514)  730  Greatest  Hits 
(10224|  630  Mm  Wanted  (567-98)  930 
Beavis  and  Buttheed  (81359)  1030  News 
(803224)  10.15  Cinematic  (906779)  11X30 
The  Head  (39408)  1130  Party  ZPne  @8069) 
130  Mgtrt  Videos  (88069) 

VH-1 


PARAMOUNT 


830pm  Entertainment  (5408)  830  I  Love 
Lucy  (7243)  930  Heme  Court  (52796)  930 
Lavcme  and  Shirley  (4 1 7 1 7|  1 030  Eraenaav 
menl  (13448)  1030  Nightstand  (68330) 
1130  Dr  Kaiz  (70717)  1230  Odd  Couple 
(45536)  1230am  I  Low  Lucy  (26915)  130 
Ftame  Ctxat  (15083)  130  Laveree  and 
Shriey  (50644)  230  Ertedammert  102643) 
230  Nightsiand  (906061  330430  Dr  Katz 
(14480) 


7.00am  Power  Breakfast  (26489)  930  Cato 
VH-1  (26489)  1230  Heart  and  Sou  (26489) 
130pm  Vinyl  Years  (264®)  230  Go-Gts, 
(26489)  330  No  the  Muse  (26489)  630 VH- 
1-2-3;  John  Lennon  (26489)  730  VH-1  For 
You  (264891  830  BacHrar*.  1967  Part  2 
(26489)  830  Planet  Rod  Profiles  (26489) 
930  Ten  ol  Iho  Beat  Ffflrpon  Convention 
126489)  1030  Vinyl  Years  (26489)  1130 
Around  and  Around  (26489)  1230  The 
Mghlfly  Rocks  (26489)  230am  Dawn  Patrol 

CMT  EUROPE 


SKY  SOAP 


630am  Showcase  (59585)  830  Pam— 
(1934)  {24614)  1030  Quest  lor  Justice 
(1993)  (90408)  1230  A  Parted  Coupte 
(1979)  (14137)  230pm  Fjtre  WBy  (1993) 
(442431  430  Bloomfield  (1963)  (8205) 
630 Quost  fcr  Justice  (1903)  (31 779}  030 
Free  Wily  (1993)  (36224)  1030  Serin! 
Mom  (1994)  (430197)  1135  Death  Rfcfi 
(1991)  (748953)  1.10am  Real  Men  (1987) 
(748953)  235  Lea—  Of  Absence  (1994) 
(748953)  435  BtoomlleM  (1968)  (183354* 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


730am  Footbal  (77972)  ftOOS— g  (490211 
1030  SMtog  185663)  1130  SW  Jimfng 
(35514)  1230  Siting  (£2953)  1230pm 
Siting  (52953)  1.18  So  Aimping  (52953) 
2.00  Freestyle  Siting  (79088)  330  Euofun 
(1206)  330  Football  (B7750)  430  Ski 
Aitrpng  (42392)  530  SWrg  (540B8)  630 
Neus  730  Snooker  (H75Q5)  9.00  Boxng 
(98088)  1030  WrasOsq  (91175)  1130  Goit 
(83779)  1230-1 230am  News  (32064) 

SKY  SPORTS 


730pm  Qurtng  (26489)  735  As  Iha 
World  Turns  (284 89)  830  Peyton  Place 
(26483)  930  Days  of  Ow  Lives  (26489) 
laiOAnoiheiWbrU 


SKY  TRAVEL 


430pm  Quality  street  (1937)  (3137)  630 
April  In  Plate  (l  9SSJ  (13311)830  CocnpuJ- 
sfrm  (1969)  (25156)  1030  Conan  the 
Barbarian  (1962)  (2515 Q  12.15OT1  Dm 
Big  CW  (1983)  (628805)  230330  The 
Dwfl  RUbk  Out  (1968)  (1&S557) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 


730am  Sports  Centre  (726631  730  Racing 
News  (91798)  830  Wrestling  Acton  Zone 
(18507)  9.00  Aerobics  {94311}  930  Tight 
Lines  (12446)  1030  Ice  Warriors  (51446) 
1230pm  Aerobes  (23311)  130  Netbustera 
(2B8S6)  200  Poor  (784430)  530  Wres&ng 
(5507)  630  Sports  CSO&e  (31330)  7.00 
Sheffield  v  Workington  (31330)  935  Centre 
(1671751 830  Bo»ng  (92601 J 1130  Spars 
Crane  (233S?)  1230am  The  &g  League 
0335)  230-430  Baxmg  (17248) 


1130am  GtoPetrotter  (26489)  1130  Amarv 
can  Vacation  (23489)  1230pm  Pierre 
Franey's  Coofctog  in  Francs  (26489)  '130 
Around  the  WwVJ  (2W8&)  130  Hawaii 
Caota  £6489)  230  E  (26489)  230  Cruising 
the  Gtabe  (26489)  330  Getaway  (26489) 
*30-430  Boomerang  B64S9) 


630am  Casper  and  Friends  (38392)  730 
The  New  Pink  Panther  Show  1239721  730 
Ready  or  Not  (1 9779)  830  Sweet  Vdtoy  H^i 
(40514)  830  Casper  and  Fnends  (40514) 
8l45  Dsrobetres  (40514)  9.00  Tmy  TCC 
(40614)  1230pm  Tiny  TCC  (83060)  230 
Happfly  Ever  Alter  (1330)  330  Sonc  |7345) 
330  The  New  Pink  Panther  Show  (3175) 
430  Cattomia  Dreams  (26821  430630 
Sweet  Valey  (88661 

NICKELODEON 


UK  LIVING 


Country  mutt  tram  6am  to  7pm  inducting 
530pm  Saturday  Nile  Dance  Ranch  630- 
730  B<g  Ticks) 


THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 


430pm  Our  Cantor/  f%489]  9.00  History 
Aflw  £26489)  630-730  Sography  (264*8) 

THESCm  CHANNEL 


SKY  SPORTS  2 


830*i  No  Dan  of  Her  Own  (ISM) 
(57137)  830  The  Jrisona  Heal  te 


730pm  Trats  World  Sport  (21426)  830 
Pool  (37426)  1130  Trans  World  Sport 


130am  Swamp  Thing  (26489)  130  Ray 
BraSuy  T beetle  (264850  230  FILM- 
^^^ffttasa  n  (264^)  330430  Ray  SracL 
Iwy  Theatre  (26489) 

TLC 


03Oten  Joy  dt  Pamtng  p6480)  930 


630am  Bfcre  (44427)  630  Count  Dictate 
(50953)  730  Bathnk  (50953)  735  Teenage 
Twites  (508531 735  Rugrals  P37040)  Bl15 
Doug  (320224)  835  Radio  (320224)  930 
AMn  and  the  CNqmmlc]  (B2953)  930  Pae- 
Wte  (27137)  1030  Banaru  Sandwrt 
(88224)  1 130  Chddran'B  BBC  (B40481 1230 
RtXte'9  Modern  Life  (1?7l7)  1230pm 
AaaWtREai  Manstws  (21953)  I.OOSffipto 
9»re  (79576)  1 30  Mighty  Mu  (20224)  230 
Speed  Racer  (8972)  230  Speed  Racer 
(5514)  330  Count  Du*Ue  (47791  330  Pel 
Shop  (7359)  430  Teenage  Twite.  (5366) 
430  Rugrals  (5750)  530  Oanssa  (9224] 
530  Wishbone  (9330)  6.00  Doug  (62431 
030  Are  You  Alrato?  (7595)  7.00  Ferns 
Buefer  (9088)  73&830  Steer  S teW  (3779) 


630am  Agony  Hour  (5040)  730  Magazine 
(5040)  BJO  Front  Gardens  (5040)  930  Kale 
and  Afie  (5040)  1030  Means  ol  Goto  (50401 
1030  Ertertatamertl  Nuud  (5040)  1130 
Youtg  top  ReGtie&s  (5040)  1135  HeuBt 
(5040)  1230pm  Food  and  Drink  (5040)  135 
K*oy  (5040)  230  Agony  Hour  (5040)  330 
Magazine  (5040)  430  Houston  UK  \SM0) 
430  CrooBWflS  (5040)  53S  Joker's  Wild 
(5040)  630  Bowd  cried  (5040)  630  Esltvw 
(5040)  630  Date  Smith  (6040)  735 
Inlaluollon  UK  (5040)  73S  Joker's  Wid 
(5040)  8.00  Young  and  Restless  (5040)  9.00 
RU4-  A  Cry  m  the  Night  (5040)  Vt.00-12.0Q 
Dangerous  Women  (50401 


ZEE  TV 


730am  Asian  Momtog  (7OT77j  830  Aap  K1 
Fannaish  (79977)  930  FILM:  Mere  Ra«< 
(79677)  1230  DeWt  Bhen  Dehh  (79977) 
1230pm  Zabaen  Sambhai  Ke  (79977)  130 
FILM  BewetteSeWafla  (79977)  430  MtoBsi 
(70977)  430  Yaadon  Kb  Rang  (79977)  530 
Zee  Zone  (79977)  530  Kip  Hip  Hurray 
(79977)  630  Zee  end  U  (79877)  730  BBCD 
(79977)  730  FSmi  Chattier  (79977)  830 
News  (79977)  830 Yute  Love  Stones  (79977) 
930-1230  FILM  Kanoon  (73977) 


CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 


FAMILY  CHANNEL 


530pm  Wonder  Years  (5040)  530  TinUt 
(2446)  830  Batman  (&3&S)  830  Catch- 
phrase  (3311)  730  Through  tte  teytrte 
(2S7S)  730  Fan  Guy  (64334)  830  Homo  To 
Roost  (7585)  930  fteth  Rondel  (75663) 
1030  Nwn  Ridar  (19068)  1130  Batmat 
(901561  12-00  Fal  Guy  (52625)  130m 
Zorns  (51809)  130  Rhode  (87712)  230 
Neon  Rider  (11441)  330  Rhoda  (64373) 
330  Zuno  (27977)  430  Worrier  Yeas 
(311 701 430-630  Black  Station  (65002) 


Continuous  cartoons  from  5am  to  7pm, 
than  TNT  Oms  a  bekn*. 

7.00pm  Hot  Millions  (1968)  (2&4£9|  9.00 
Wid  Ramra  (1971)  (26489J  11.15  Forced 
Vsngoance  (1982)  (26489)  1235am  Joe 
Tho  Busybody  (1859)  KfrifiS)  235330 
The  Gang  That  Coifirint  Shoot  StrafcM 
(1971)  P64WI 


CNN/QVC 


CNN  provWes  24-hour  nnn  and  QVC  is 
fit*  homo  shopping  ctunnaL 


44 

RUGBY  UNION  39 

COUNTING  COST 
OF  FAILURE  TO 
LAY  DOWN  LAW 


SPORT 


TENNIS4Q 

BECKER  EASES  INTO 
LAST  FOUR  WITH 
VICTORY  OVER  BLACK 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8  1995 


Manager  set  to  join  Midlands  rivals 


Leicester  lose 
McGhee  in 
action  replay 


FOR  the  second  time  in  !3 
months.  Leicester  City  Foot¬ 
ball  Club  has  lost  a  manager 
in  pursuit  oFa  job  in  the  West 
Midlands.  Having  been  re¬ 
fused  permission  to  talk  to 
Wolverhampton  Wanderers, 
Mark  McGhee  and  his  two 
assistants,  Colin  Lee  and  Mike 
Hickman,  handed  in  their 
resignations  yesterday. 

“We  have  written  to  all  three 
telling  them  that  we  do  not 
accept  their  resignations  and 
that  we  are  consulting  our 
lawyers,"  Martin  George,  the 
Leicester  chairman,  said.  Two 
players,  Steve  Walsh  and 
Gary  Parker,  and  the  youth 
team  coaches,  David  Nish  and 
Chris  Turner,  have  taken  tem¬ 
porary  charge. 

McGhee  is  now  expected  to 
apply  for  the  job  at  Molineux 
—  if  he  has  not  already  done 
so.  He  was  believed  to  have 
travelled  to  Northumberland 
yesterday  to  talk  to  Jonathan 
Hayward,  the  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  chairman. 

As  Wolverhampton  had 
asked  For  permission  to  speak 
to  McGhee  before  the  week¬ 
end.  and  McGhee  described 
the  club  as  one  of  only  four  he 
would  leave  Leicester  for,  his 
appointment  seems  a  foregone 
conclusion.  However,  it  is 
unlikely  to  be  straightforward. 

With  the  Leicester  board 
taking  legal  advice,  a  Football 
League  investigation  or  legal 
action,  amid  considerable  bit- 


By  Peter  Ball 

temess.  seems  more  likely 
than  not. 

"We  are  all  upset  about 
what  has  happened."  Walsh 
said.  "Personally,  I  hope  Mark 
McGhee  gets  relegated  and 
we  go  on  to  get  promotion.  It 
all  came  at  a  bad  time,  just  as 
with  Brian  Little  12  months 
ago." 

"I'm  disappointed  that 
Mark  McGhee  couldn’t  even 
turn  up  and  say  cheerio." 
I  wan  Roberts,  the  club's 
Wales  forward,  added. 

The  board's  response  was 
equally  sharp.  “The  resigna¬ 
tions  of  all  three  employees 
have  been  handed  in.  but  have 
not  been  accepted,  and  will  not 
be  accepted."  George  said. 
“The  offer  we  made  to  Mark 
McGhee  to  stay  would  have 
made  him  the  highest-paid 


McGhee:  ambitions 


Clubs  charged  by  FA 


FULHAM  and  GOlingham 
have  been  charged  with  mis¬ 
conduct  by  the  Football  Asso¬ 
ciation.  a  sequel  to  the  stormy 
Endsleigh  Insurance  League 
match  between  them  on  Nov¬ 
ember  25. 

The  referee,  Mick  Bailey, 
booked  ten  players,  sent  off 
two  and,  in  his  report  to  the 
FA.  described  the  last  ten 
minutes  of  the  third  division 
match  as  “the  most  disgrace¬ 
ful  exhibition  by  professional 
footballers  1  have  ever  seen." 

Birmingham  City  are  to 
request  a  personal  hearing  in 
an  effort  to  dear  die  dub's 
name  after  being  charged 


with  misconduct  as  a  result  of 
crowd  trouble  at  their  match 
against  MillwaD  last  month. 
They  face  a  substantial  fine  or 
die  closure  of  their  ground  if 
the  charge  is  proved. 

After  crowd  trouble  against 
Stoke  City  three  years  ago, 
Birmingham  were  fined 
£50,000  and  ordered  to  play 
two  games  behind  dosed 
doors  —  both  punishments 
suspended  for  a  year. 

The  Arsenal  pair,  Dennis 
Bergkamp  and  Glenn  H elder, 
are  in  the  Holland  squad  for 
the  European  championship 
play-off  against  Ireland  at 
Liverpool  next  Wednesday. 


■■■■■  a 


No  647 


ACROSS 
I  Exchange  (4) 

4  Definite;  instructive  (8) 

5  (Tediously)  instructive  (8) 

9  Conversation  (4) 

10  Book-jacket  summary  (5) 

11  Rotating  shaft,  pulls  rope, 
tape  (7) 

13  With  pluck  (6) 

15  Inner  covering  of  eg  jacket 
(6) 

18  Plead,  beg  (7) 

20  Tiny  piece  of  eg  comfort  (5) 

23  Grain  husks  (4) 

24  Advice,  direction  (8) 

25  Singlereed  instrument  (S) 

26  Robert  — ,  neoclassical 
architect/designer  (4) 


DOWN 

2  Giddy  round  of  activity  (5) 

3  Grass-covered  plain  (7) 

4  Frail  inner  skin;  importance 

(4) 

5  Gregarious  (8) 

6  —  Oates,  Andronicus  (5) 

7  A  criminal  (7) 

10  Catch;  what  to  put  it  in  (3) 

12  Element  no.  I  (3) 

14  Fleet  commander  (7) 

16  State  of  liberation  (Bud¬ 
dhist)  (7) 

17  Prattle  (3) 

19  Of  the  moon  (5) 

21  Muslim  pilgrimage  diy  {5} 

22  Disturbance;  very  funny 
person  (4) 


The  solotkM  to  646  will  be  published  on  Wednesday  December  13 
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manager  in  the  first  division 
by  a  street,  and  made  him  one 
of  the  highest-paid  in  the 
country. 

"The  reaction  of  the  board 
was  one  of  disbelief  that  such 
generous  terms  could  not  find 
any  favour  with  them.  We  are 
consulting  our  lawyers.  It  will 
be  one  step  at  a  time.  At  the 
moment,  the  only  breach  of 
contract  is  that  they  have  not 
reported  for  duty  this  morn¬ 
ing.  One  assumes  they  don't 
intend  to  make  any  further 
appearance  at  the  dub. 

"The  letters  of  resignation 
from  Hickman  and  Lee  said 
they  could  not  cany  on  work¬ 
ing  any  longer  at  the  dub 
because  the  man  they  had 
come  to  work  with  was  resign¬ 
ing.  As  for  Mark  McGhee,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
reason  within  the  letter  far  his 
resignation.  I  have  to  assume 
that  money  was  the  reason  for 
everything,  because  we  had 
agreed  on  other  matters  over 
the  last  three  days." 

McGhee  made  his  feelings 
dear  at  the  weekend,  but 
Leicester  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  persuade  him  to  stay, 
culminating  in  a  day-long 
board  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
when  they  are  believed  to  have 
offered  McGhee  a  rise  of 
£1.000  a  week,  taking  his 
salary  above  £200.000  a  year. 
McGhee,  however,  has  insist¬ 
ed  that  his  ambition  to  man¬ 
age  a  “sleeping  giant"  is  more 
important  than  cash. 

The  move  Is  a  reprise  of  the 
events  at  Filbert  Street  last 
year,  when  Leicester  lost  Little 
to  Aston  Villa.  Little  also 
resigned  after  being  refused 
permission  by  George  to  go  to 
Villa  Park.  Ironically, 
McGhee  arrived  as  Little'S 
replacement,  leaving  equally 
sore  feelings  behind  him  at 
Reading,  for  changing  his 
mind  24  hours  after  apparent¬ 
ly  being  talked  out  of  moving. 

Last  year,  Leicester  consid¬ 
ered  going  to  court  after 
falling  to  agree  compensation 
with  Villa.  This  time,  with  the 
club  enjoying  a  successful 
season,  a  court  case  seems 
almost  inevitable. 

Gascoigne  dilemma,  page  39 


From  Alan  Lee 

CRICKET  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  PAARL.  SOUTH  AFRICA 

PAARL  (first  day  of  four, 
England  XJ  won  the  toss): 
England  XI  have  scored  263 
for  eight  against  Boland 

A  YEAR  ago.  this  infant 
ground  staged  its  first  interna¬ 
tional  game  and  suffered  the 
shame  of  an  early  abandon¬ 
ment  because  the  surface  was 
too  dangerous.  New  Zealand, 
the  visitors,  spent  the  spare 
time  in  the  local  wineries, 
from  where  a  hitherto  success¬ 
ful  tour  went  into  scandal  and 
decline.  Both  Paarl  and  Eng¬ 
land  avoided  repetition  yester¬ 
day,  when  the  alternative  to 
drama  was  tame  cricket  on  a 
sedated  pitch. 

England’s  total,  while  ap¬ 
parently  modest  may  well  be 
sufficient  for  their  purposes. 
Although  slow,  the  mucky 
grey  pitch  began  to  bounce 
unevenly  late  in  the  day  and 
the  ball  will  also  turn.  Mike 


Watkinson  and  Richard  filing- 
worth  can  expect  lengthy 
spells  today,  though  as  spin  is 
unlikely  to  feature  in  the  third 
Test  match  there  is  an  air  of 
irrelevance  to  the  proceedings. 

The  significant  innings  was 
played  by  John  Crawley,  and 
it  was  not  a  good  one.  He 
unfurled  a  classical  cover 
drive  for  four  as  his  first 
scoring  shot  but  had  made 
only  six  from  41  balls  when  he 
advanced  down  the  pitch  to 
drive  an  off  break  and  was 
stumped  by  a  distance. 
Crawley  remains  inked  into 
the  Test  team  as  Mark 
Ramprakash's  replacement  at 
No  3,  but  this  innings  was 
disturbingly  reminiscent  of 
Ramprakash  at  his  self-con¬ 
scious  worst 

At  least  the  day  had  its 
distractions,  for  this  is  one  of 
die  country's  loveliest  areas, 
with  die  Drakenstein  moun¬ 
tains  standing  out  from  a  dear 
blue  sky  as  a  noble  backdoth 
to  a  ground  that  panders  to 
modernism  with  its  flood- 


fights  and  its  computerised 
scoreboard,  on  which  images 
of  dancing  girls  greeted  each 
wickeL 

It  was  almost  an  hour 
before  die  girls  danced,  an 
hour  in  which  Phillip 
DeFreiias.  the  Boland  over¬ 
seas  player,  bowled  six  overs 
and  retired  convinced  that  die 
pitch  offered  him  nothing. 
Billy  Stdling.  a  lively  first- 


Scoreboard 


change,  bowled  Robin  Smith 
for  39  as  he  played  around  his 
front  pad  and.  90  minutes 
later,  bowled  his  opening  part¬ 
ner.  Alec  Stewart,  for  the  same 
score. 

Stewart  is  making  a  habit  of 
donating  his  wicket  when  set 
and  his  latest  dismissal,  from 
a  loose  and  unbalanced  drive, 
was  not  reassuring.  Michael 
Atherton  needs  some  help  in 
the  tenacity  department  and, 
Jack  Russell  apart  it  is  diffi¬ 


cult  to  see  from  where  it  will 
come.  ■■■ 

Graham  Thorpe  played  un¬ 
evenly  for  his  56.  surviving  a 
confident  appeal  far  a  catch  at 
silly  point  and  being  dropped 
at  slip.  Finally,  he  was  given 
out  caught  behind  off  Bryan 
Drew.  Thorpe  did  not  appear 
to  agree  with  the  verdict,  but 
then  he  seldom  does. 

Graeme  Hide  had  struck 
one  majestic  straight  drive  for 
six  and  looked  in  no  difficulty 
whatever,  which  may  explain 
a  somewhat  arrogant  cut 
against  a  straight  ball  from 
the  slow  left-arm  of  Claude 
Henderson.  It  bawled  him, 
condemning  the  sparse,  sun¬ 
bathing  crowd  to  the  inevita¬ 
bility  of  several  hours 
watching  Russell  bat 
The  one  man  in  England's 
batting  order  who  never 
seems  to  fail  simply  carried  on 
where  he  had  left  off  in 
Johannesburg,  venturing 
nothing  aggressive  until  the 
bowling  became  ragged.  It 
was  not  pretty  but  it  may 


easily  have  eased  England 
towards  a  commanding 
position. 

Those  who  found  it  all  a 
little  wearing  wandered, 
among  the  assorted  stalls  q|. 
stood  in  the  shade  of  the  trees 
and  listened  to  the  deafening 
racket  of  the  crickets  over¬ 
head.  It  was  a  tranquil,  time- 
less  evening  but  not  without 
quality  in  its  cricket 

The  low,  predatory  catch  at 
short  extra  cover,  with  which 
Sidling  snared  Mike  Waifcin- 
son,  was  a  highlight  and,  after 
the  suffering  Darren  Gough . 
had  played  on  to  Willoughby. 
DeFreitas  returned  to  extract 
sufficient  bounce  with  the  new 
ball  to  have  Martin  caught 
behind. 

The  public  address  an¬ 
nouncer,  who  .  had  been  ear1 
nestly  congratulating  bowlers 
on  maiden  overs  throughout 
the  day,  was  beside  himself  as 
DeFrdtas  xww  bawled  eight  in 
succession.  Russell  was  typx- 
cally  immovable  and  the  game 
dozed  to  the  dose. 


Sampras  forced  out  by  knee  injury 


From  Stuart  Jones 

TENNIS  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  MUNICH 

PETE  SAMPRAS  last  night  chose  to  leave 
his  most  lucrative  watering  hole  volun¬ 
tarily  for  the  sake  of  his  health.  Claiming 
to  have  aggravated  the  knee  problem 
which  beset  him  during  the  Davis  Cup 
final  in  Moscow  last  weekend,  he  pulled 
out  of  his  Grand  Siam  Cup  quarter-final 
against  Goran  Ivanisevic,  scheduled  to  be 
staged  this  afternoon. 

Had  any  competitor  other  than  the 
world  No!  withdrawn,  the  announce¬ 
ment  would  have  been  greeted  here  with 
dark  suspicion.  However,  the  tournament 
doctor  was  at  his  side  to  confirm  that  an 
ultrasound  examination  had  revealed 
that  Sampras  is  suffering  from  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  right  knee. 


"1  had  cramp  there  on  Friday  and  felt 
pain  behind  the  knee  on  Sunday." 
Sampras,  who  won  the  Cup  almost 
single-handedly  for  the  United  States, 
said  "It  was  stiff  when  I  got  here  but  it 
didnY  feel  that  bod  until  today  when  1  had 
a  hard  time  straightening  iL 

“The  Davis  Cup  took  a  lot  more  out  of 
me  than  I  thought  it  had.  My  body  has 
just  broken  down."  His  comments  should 
not  be  doubted  nor  should  the  mental 
strain  of  carrying  his  country  to  the 
game’s  most  famous  team  trophy  be 
ignored  but,  in  the  past  three  weeks,  he 
has  played  only  eight  matches. 

He  appreciated  that  observers  would 
question  the  legitimacy  of  his  decision. 
“Obviously  I'm  paid  a  lot  to  play  here  and 
it  would  have  been  nice  to  end  the  year 
with  a  couple  more  million  [dollars!  but  it 
is  not  the  way  I  would  have  wanted  to  go." 


The  Grand  Slam  Cup,  nevertheless, 
has  been  staggeringly  profitable  for  him. 
The  world's  best  male  player,  with  36 
tides  to  his  name,  has  collected  almost  a 
quarter  of  his  total  prize-money,  in  excess 
of  $21  million  (about  E14  million),  inside 
the  Olympiahalle. 

Although  he  won  only  one  match  this 
week,  against  Patrick  McEnroe,  he  col¬ 
lected  $262^00  for  reaching  the  last  eight 
and  another  $500,000.  his  bonus  for 
having  won  two  of  the  grand  slam 
championships. 

Sampras  expects  to  be  fit  in  time  to 
compete  in  die  Australian  Open  next 
month.  In  his  absence,  Ivanisevic  was 
ushered  through  to  the  last  four,  where  he 
will  play  either  Jacco  Eltingh  or  Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov. 

Becker's  strolL  page  40 


Bates  and  Harding  make  up 


THE  power  druggie  at  Stam¬ 
ford  Bridge  ended  peacefully 
— or  was  at  least  suspended — 
yesterday.  Ken  Bates,  the 
Chelsea  chairman,  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Harding,  a  dub  director 
and  would-be  chairman,  who 
have  been  at  loggerheads  for 
more  than  a  month,  are 
talking  business  again. 

The  ban  imposed  by  Bates, 
keeping  Harding  away  from 
the  directors'  box,  has  been 
lifted,  enabling  Harding  to 
emerge  from  the  boardroom 
meeting  at  Stamford  Bridge 
yesterday,  saying:  "l’n  very 
happy,  thank  you  very  much." 

It  was  the  first  time  that 
H anting  and  Bales  had  met 
since  their  rivalry  turned  to 
animosity  a  month  ago.  Har¬ 
ding  resigned  from  the  board 
of  Chelsea  Village;  Bates’s 
vehicle  for  turning  Stamford 
Bridge  into  a  leisure  complex, 
and  Bates  responded  by  bar¬ 
ring  Harding  from  the  direc¬ 
tors’  seating,  car  park  and 
players'  lounge 

Recent  communications  be¬ 
tween  them  have  been  con- 


Afyson  Rudd  sees  olive  branches  extended 
by  the  warring  factions  at  Stamford  Bridge 


ducted  through  the  tabloid 
press  but  yesterday  Alan 
Shaw,  the  company  secretary 
of  Chelsea  Village,  emerged 
as  Harding  disappeared  into 
his  taxi  to  announce  that  the 
dub's  directors  had  voted 
unanimously 
that  there  should 
be  no  further  ^ 

press  comment 
while  the  financ-  -  -  - 

ing  of  Chelsea  is  _  ■ 

being  planned.  ,y!, 

A  prepared 
statement  read:  ' 

"The  board  met  ; 

today  at  Stam-  '  ■" ' 

ford  Bridge,  -.a- 
where  normal 
business  was  conducted  in  a 
completely  amicable  manner. 
Discussions  are  proceeding 
on  the  best  way  forward  to 
finance  and  achieve  Chelsea 
Football  Club's  future  aspira¬ 
tions  in  the  best  interests  of 


the  dub  and  its  supporters." 
The  only  fact  Shaw  was  able 
to  give  the  waiting  press  was 
that  the  pair  would  have 
lunch  and  sit  together  at  the 
home  match  against  New¬ 
castle  United  on  Saturday. 

If  the  appar- 
yv*.  ent  harmony  is 

to  progress, 
v-V : .  however,  they 

ri  .  will  have  to 

agree  how  Chei- 
v  •  sea  should  be  ex- 

&-.j  ponded.  Bates 

•"  ;  wants  shops,  res- 

r  taurants  and  an 

X- ,  "  hotel;  Harding 

wan  Is  new  play¬ 
ers.  Bates  wants 
to  know  how  much  Harding 
is  prepared  to  invest;  Harding 
wants  to  know  who  owns  the 
shares  in  Chelsea  Village. 

Of  immediate  concern  at 
the  boardroom  meeting  yes¬ 
terday  were  a  series  of  ques¬ 


tions  drawn  up  by  Colin 
Hutchinson,  the  Chdsea  chief 
executive.  These  related  to 
how  far  Chelsea  Village,  the 
dub’s  holding  company, 
would  interfere  in  the  buying 
and  selling  of  players. 

As  Harding  left  the  meeting 
smiling,  it  is  possible  that  an 
element  of  compromise  may 
have  been  readied  on  the  role 
of  Chdsea  Village.  Bates  had 
already  conceded  that  the 
pitch  needed  to  be  widened, 
even  though  this  clashed  with 
his  devdopment  proposals. 

Reports  that  Hutchinson. 
Harding  and  Yvonne  Todd,  a 
club  director,  would  attempt 
to  oust  Bates,  appear  to  have 
been  unfounded.  Bates  an¬ 
nounced.  before  the  board¬ 
room  Session,  that  he  was 
prepared  to  extend  Glenn 
Hoddle’s  contract.  Harding 
is  a  great  admirer  of  Hoddle 
and  there  had  been  concern 
among  his  supporters  that,  if 
he  lost  the  boardroom  battle, 
then  Hoddle's  days  as  the 
Chelsea  manager  would  be 
numbered. 
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By  Frances  Bissell 


LL»  Ui  HUL  llAJ  9I1UI  (  1U  III«UlC  d 

Christmas  pudding,  nor  is  it  too 
late  to  make  one  for  this  year. 
Traditional  cooks  may  have  stirred 
up  their  pudding  weeks  ago  but 
last-minute  cooks  can,  with  the  foolproof 
redpes  over  the  page,  produce  a  perfect  low- 
fat  pud  —  and  cake  —  in  time  for  Christmas. 

In  fact  attempting  your  Christmas  baking 
early  in  the  season  means  the  shops  may  not 
yet  have  stocks  of  all  the  dried  fruits  you 
might  want  to  use.  There  are  still  plenty 
about  now  —  I  know,  because  I  am  in  die 
middle  of  Christmas  cooking  for  a  television 
series  in  the  West  Country. 

Dried  blueberries,  cranberries,  cherries, 
pineapple,  mango  and  papaya  —  in  addition 
to  the  more  customary  raisins,  sultanas, 
currants  and  mixed  peel  —  go  into  my  puds, 
cakes  and  mincemeat  Hardly  traditional, 
but  I  am  convinced  Mrs  Glasse,  Miss  Acton 
and  Mrs  Beeton  would  have  used  them,  had 
they  been  available  in  their  day. 

Everyone  has  their  own  version  of  Christ¬ 
mas  pudding.  I  developed  my  recipe  for  a 

Virtliallv  fat-frw  rni/4/ftnn  Jr,  100-7  'J-jrjjig 

never  really  liked  Christmas  puddings  much. 

I  found  them  dark,  heavy,  rich  and  almost 
bitter.  So  rather  than  adapting  an  existing 
recipe.  I  started  from  scratch  and  thought 
about  the  flavours  and  fruit  that  I  like.  For 
one  thing  prunes  had  to  go  in,  as  I  wanted  it 
to  be  a  real,  old-fashioned  plum  pudding. 
And  then  plenty  of  orange  and  almond 
flavours;  hence  the  orange  liqueur,  orange 
juice  and  zest,  and  the  marmalade.  I  used  this 
because  when  I  was  first  testing  the  recipe,  I 
didn't  have  mixed  peel. 

Marmalade  is  fine.  But  so  too  would  be 
crystallised  or  preserved  oranges  or  kum- 
quats.  The  thing  is  not  to  be  too  hidebound  by 
the  reape.  As  long  as  you  have  roughly  the 
same  amount  of  dried  fruit  and  solids  as  in 
my  recipe,  the  pudding  will  work.  If  you  can 
get  lexia  or  muscatel  raisins,  use  them,  but  if 
not  ordinary  raisins  will  be  fine. 


Without  high  levels  of  sugar, 
the  pudding  does  not  have 
excellent  storage  qualities.  It 
will  happily  keep  for  a  few 
weeks,  if  not  months,  but  it 
does  not  have  the  two-year  shelf  life  of  the 
normal  commercial  pudding.  Two  weeks’ 
keeping  time  will  be  adequate.  There  would, 
of  course,  be  no  harm  in  giving  it  an  extra 
measure  of  spirit  or  fruit  cordial  to  enrich  it 
further,  if  you  have  any  doubt 
While  you  are  buying  the  dried  fruit  nuts 
and  spices  for  the  pudding  it  is  easy  to  buy 
enough  to  make  a  Christmas  cake. 

In  response  to  readers’  requests,  I  have  also 
developed  a  low-fat  Christmas  cake.  It  works. 
It  does  the  job.  It  is  the  right  shape.  But  it  does 
not  have  that  rich,  buttery,  melting  texture.  If 
that  is  what  you  require  from  your  Christmas 
cake,  stick  to  a  more  traditional  recipe  and 
just  eat  a  smaller  slice. 

Home-made  mincemeat  is  a  delight  and 
extraordinarily  easy  to  make.  Over  the  years, 

I  have  made  rich  vegetarian  mincemeat — the 
vegetarian  variety  can  be  every  bit  as 
luxurious  as  the  suet  version  —  and  d  la  carte 
mincemeat,  where  you  make  up  a  basic 
recipe,  and  then  add  extra  ingredients  each 
time  you  want  to  use  it.  This  year  it  is 
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LLER1ES 
Richard  Cork 


WESTMINSTER  KINGS:  So 
much  of  our  medieval  sculpture 
was  destroyed  in  the  Reformation 
that  the  survival  of  the  full  length 
statues  in  Westminster  Hall  seems 
miraculous.  They  all  portray  kings, 
which  must  have  helped  to  ensure 
their  safety.  But  until  now,  dirt  and 
deterioration  sadly  impaired  their 
attraction.  Recent  restoration  has 
transformed  them,  and  they  stand 
as  the  centrepiece  of  a  fascinating 
exhibition.  The  fate  of  the  Old 
Palace  of  Westminster.  largely 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1834,  is  ex¬ 
plored  in  detail.  Only  fragments 
remain  from  the  decorations  that 
once  embellished  the  medieval 
chapel.  But  the  British  Museum 
has  acquired  two  of  the  paintings 
rescued  from  the  flames,  and  the 
wealth  of  other  images  brings  the 
whole  period  back  to  life. 

British  Museum  (0171-323'  8525) 
until  Jan  14. 
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FEMININE-MASCULINE: 
Crowds  have  been  thronging  the 
Pompidou  Centre's  latest  gargan¬ 
tuan  survey  in  Paris.  Subtitled  the 
Sex  of  Art  the  show*  ability  to 
attract  queues  is  scarcely  surpris¬ 
ing.  But  visitors  are  more  likely  to 
be  disturbed  than  aroused.  Most  of 
the  artists  on  view  are  troubled  by 
the  naked  human  body.  Picasso 
emphasises  the  violence  inherent  in 
a  couple's  seaside  embrace.  And 
Louise  Bourgeois  creates  a  beast 
with  clawed  feet,  sprouting  a 
cluster  of  breasts  from  its  torso. 
Long  before  the  500  works  on  view 
have  been  examined,  a  sense  of 
surfeit  sets  in.  Too  many  private 
parts  are  flaunted,  and  it  is  a  relief 
to  enter  a  section  called  Identities 
and  Masquerades.  Here  Duchamp 
and  Warhol  entertain  us  by  posing 
in  drag,  both  utterly  deadpan  but 
enjoying  themselves  enormously. 
With  the  present  unrest  in  Paris,  h 
would  be  advisable  to  ring  before 
going. 

Pompidou  Centre.  Paris  (00  33  I 
4478  464S)  until  Feb  12. 


Benedict  Nightingale 

THE  JUNGLE  BOOK:  Tim 
Supple’s  resourceful  version  of  the 
Mowgli  tales  keeps  as  close  to  the 
original  as  his  staging  of  the 
Brothers  Grimm  last  year,  and 
makes  as  strong  an  appeal  to 
imaginations  young  and  old.  In 
defiance  of  sentiment,  squeamish¬ 
ness  and  political  correctness, 
hunting,  killing  and  eating  are  all 
seen  as  natural  parts  of  a  tough  but 
just  Law  of  the  Jungle.  So  there's  no 
doubting  what  the  python  Kaa  — 
here  a  big.  sinister  cove  flourishing 
a  long  pole  —  plans  to  do  to  the 
monkeys  who  scuttle  with  torches 
above  a  plain,  red-earth  stage:  and 
quite  right  too. 

Young  Vic,  The  Cut.  London  SEi 
(0171-028  6363).  Evenings,  tonight. 
Sat.  Fri  15  and  Sat  16  at  7pm; 
matinees,  today.  Sat  ,  Tues  12. 
Thurs  14  and  Sat  16  at  2J0pm, 
Mon  II  and  Wed  13  at  1.30pm; 
mornings.  Tues  12  and  Thurs  14  at 
10.30am. 

THREE  TALL  WOMEN:  Not 
much  longer  in  which  to  catch 
Maggie  Smith  giving  one  of  the 
richest  performances  of  her  career. 
In  part  one  of  Edward  Albee’s  fine 
play  we  see  her  crankily  teetering 
on  the  edge  of  oblivion;  in  part  two. 
we  get  a  funny,  humane  analysis  of 
her  life  as  she  warily  watches  Sara 
Kestelman  and  Samantha  Bond, 
who  take  the  roles  of  herself  in 
middle  age  and  as  a  young  woman: 
each  time  she  is  superb. 
Wyndhams.  Charing  Cross  Road. 
London  WC2  (0171-369  1736).  Eve¬ 
nings,  Tues  to  Sat  at  Spm;  mati¬ 
nees.  Wed  and  Sat  at  3pm. 


Westminster  from  the  River,  an  engraving  by  Wenceslaus  Hollar  which  was  rescued  from  the  Old  Palace  of  Westminster  after  the  fire  in  1834.  On  exhibition  at  the  British  Museum  until  January  14 


ru  $  ■  ?.f-  opera  Vv.; . 

Rodney  Milnes 

LA  BELLE  VIVETTE:  Otherwise 
known  as  La  Belle  Helene,  die 
ENO*s  Christmas  show  is  an 
adaptation  by  Michael  Frayn  of 
Offenbach's  original,  with  19th- 
century  jokes  taken  out  and  doubt¬ 
less  some  20th-century  ones 
inserted  —  Frayn  being  one  of  the 
great  comic  writers  of  the  day.  The 
show  features  the  Coliseum's  own 
megastar  Lesley  Garrett,  with  sup¬ 
port  from  such  experts  as  Neill 
Archer.  Rosemary  Ashe.  Ryland 
Davies  and  Andrew  Shore.  The 
director  is  lan  Judge,  purveyor  of 
many  an  RSC  spectacular,  and 
James  Holmes  conducts.  Whatever 
else,  it  won't  be  boring. 

Coliseum,  St  Martin's  Lane. 
London  WC2  (0171-632  8300).  Dec 
11, 13. 14. 7.30pm.® 

LE  BOURGEOIS  GENTIL- 
HOMME/DIDO  AND  AENE¬ 
AS:  Lina  Lalandi's  quixotically 
heroic  English  Bach  Festival  got  in 
first  with  the  Purcell  celebrations, 
staging  The  Fairy  Queen  a  good 
year  ago.  and  returns  to  wrap  it  all 
up  with  a  one-night  stand  of  Tom 
Hawkes's  production  of  Dido, 
starring  Della  Jones  —  but  in  a 
double-bill  with  a  nearly  all-French 
production  of  the  Moliere-LuUy 
comedie  ballet.  French  Baroque 
expert  Alain  Germain  is  the  direc¬ 
tor,  Jean-Claude  Malgoire  con¬ 
ducts  and  Yves  Gourvil  plays 
Jourdain.  Graeme  Broadbent  adds 
an  Anglo-Saxon  element  as  the 
Mufti.  Not  to  be  missed. 

Royal  Opera  House.  Bow  St. 
London  WC2  (0171-304  4000).  to¬ 
morrow.  Sim.  630pm.  ® 

David  Sinclair 


BLACK  GRAPE:  Anyone  who  has 
enjoyed  the  preposterous  video  for 
their  current  hit  Kelly's  Heroes,  or 
heard  their  No  1  album.  It's  Great 
iVhen  You're  Straight...  Yeah. 
will  know  what  to  expect  from 
Black  Grape’s  latest  round  of 
shows.  A  funk-rock  rhythm  section, 
a  non-stop  baggy  two-step  display 
by  Bez.  prolonged  rap  and  repartee 
from  Shaun  Ryder  and  Kermit, 
and  a  raucous  good  time. 


Brixlon  Academy,  London  SW9 
(0171-924  9999).  Dec  15.  Id;  New¬ 
port  Leisure  Centre  (01633  84)522). 
Dec  18:  Wolverhampton  Civic 
HaD  (01902  312030).  Dec  19; 
Manchester  Apollo  (0161-273  3775). 
Dec  21;  Forum.  Livingston  (01506 
419191).  Dec  22;  Wembley  Arena 
with  the  Stone  Roses  (0181-900 
1234),  Dec  28. 

MADNESS:  The  nutty  north  Lon¬ 
doners  may  be  defunct  as  a 
recording  act  and  vocalist  Suggs's 
recent  solo  album  was  a  bit  of  a 
damp  squib.  But  their  Christmas 
reunion  shows  are  turning  into  an 
institution.  And  when  the  original 
seven-man  line-up  takes  the  stage, 
the  old  magic  is  still  there. 


Suggs  brings  Madness  back 
together  for  Christmas 

Point  Dublin  (00  35  31  836  3633). 
Dec  14;  Dundonald  International 
Ice  Bowl.  Belfast  (01232  4S2611), 
Dec  15;  G-Mex,  Manchester  (0161- 
8329000),  Dec  17;  Newcastle  Arena 
(019M01  8000).  Dec  18:  NEC. 
Birmingham  (0121-780  4133),  Dec 
19:  Bournemouth  International 
Centre  (01202  297297).  Dec  21: 
Wembley  Arena  (0IS1-900  1234). 
Dec  22.  23. 

V>v museum^  -V 

John  Russell  Taylor 

THE  GLORY  OFTHE  TEMPLE 
AND  THE  CTAGE:  The  300th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Henry 
Purcell  on  November  21  has 
provoked  something  approaching 
a  Purcell  year.  The  big  winter 
exhibition  at  the  British  Library 
gathers  together  all  Purcell’s  im¬ 
portant  surviving  manuscripts 
along  with  early  primed  editions  of 


his  music,  supported  by  a  variety 
of  documentary  material  about  his 
life  and  background.  His  extensive 
theatrical  work  bulks  as  large  as 
his  work  with  the  Chapel  Royal 
under  Charles  II,  James  II  and 
William  and  Mary.  The  manu¬ 
scripts.  including  the  recently  dis¬ 
covered  volume  of  keyboard  music 
acquired  by  the  British  Library 
earlier  this  year,  are  very  revealing 
of  his  attitudes  and  influences. 

The  British  Library  Exhibition 
Galleries.  Great  Russell  Street. 
London  WCl  (0171-412  7111)  Mon- 
Sat  10am-5pm,  Sun  230tipm,  until 
Feb  18:  closed  Dec  24-26,  Jan  1. 

TERRY  FROST:  The  80th  birth¬ 
day  of  the  St  Ives-based  artist  Terry 
Frost  has  inspired  a  number  of 
exhibitions  all  over  the  country,  but 
none  quite  like  drat  at  Banbury 
Museum.  Frost  was  actually  bom 
in  Leamington  Spa,  and  lived  with 
his  family  in  Banbury  from  1963  to 
1974.  The  exhibition  has  a  local 
flavour,  put  together  from  work 
Frost  did  in  Banbury  and  work  still 
in  the  private  collections  of  his 
Banbury  friends.  It  also  explores 
the  basis  of  some  of  his  abstract 
imagery  in  local  sights,  such  as  the 
hanging  Civil  War  banners  at 
Compton  Wynyates  and  the  trian¬ 
gular  trademarks  of  Banbury 
lorries. 

Banbury  Museum,  S  Horsefair, 
Banbury.  (01295  259855)  Tues-Sat, 
I0am-4.30pm,  until  Jan  27. 


John  Percival 

A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL:  Chris¬ 
topher  Gable's  production  for 
.  Northern  Ballet  Theatre,  bringing 
Dickens's  characters  to  the  stage  in 
lively  manner,  aided  by  Lez 
Brotherston's  inventive  designs 
and  a  score  by  Carl  Davies,  is  sold 
out  at  Sheffield.  It  returns  to  the 
repertoire  for  Christmas  and  the 
New  Year. 

Lyceum.  Sheffield  (0114-276  9922); 
Tues-Sat  Dec  12-16,  7.45pm,  mati¬ 
nees  Thurs  Dec  14  and  Sat  Dec  16. 
2pm.  Edinburgh  Festival  Theatre 
(0131-529  6000)  Jan  3-13.  7.30pm, 
matinees  Thurs  Jan  4  and  II.  2pm: 
Sat  Jan  6. 13..  2.30pm. 

MR  WORLDLY  WISE:  Twyla 
Tharp's  new  work  for  the  Royal 
Ballet  scores  a  triple  first:  her  first 


three-act  ballet,  her  first  work  for 
any  British  company  and  the 
Royal's  first  full-evening  creation 
by  an  outside  choreographer.  Set  to 
music  by  Rossini  it  apparently 
draws  on  aspects  of  his  life  but 
without  a  narrative  plot  Expect  a 
wide  range  of  moods  from  this 
American  choreographer,  includ¬ 
ing  some  that  get  the  dancers 
moving  at  full  stretch.  Darcey 
Bussell.  Irek  Mukhamedov  and 
Tetsuya  Kumakawa  lead  a  cast  of 
30  and  Paul  Murphy  conducts. 
Tonight's  premiere  is  sold  out 
except  for  standing  room  and  rear 
amphitheatre,  but  the  remaining 
five  performances  are  available  at 
bargain  prices  in  the  hope  of 
reaching  a  lively  new  audience. 


mM 


-  •  • _  *  " 

Irek  Mukhamedov  rehearses 
for  Mr  Worldly  Wise 

Royal  Opera  House.  Coven  r 
Garden,  London  WC2  (0171-304 
4000):  Tonight.  SaL  at  7pm,  Dec  15, 
18, 20  and  Jan  3  and  4  at  7.30pm. 

'V.I-r'yd^SlCAGAy;-^ 

Richard  Morrison 

BARBIROLLI  REMEM¬ 
BERED:  One  of  the  century's  most 
charismatic  conductors.  Sir  John 
Barbirolli,  is  celebrated  in  this 
London  Philharmonic  concert.  The 
programme  is  undoubtedly  Barbir- 
ollian:  Elgar's  First  Symphony  and 
Brahms's  Second  Piano  Concerto. 
Whether  or  not  the  conductor 
Zubin  Mehta  and  soloist  Daniel 
Barenboim  can  infuse  it  with 
Barbirolli’s  special  brand  of 
warmth  and  fervour  remains  to  be 
heard.  One  thing  is  certain:  the 
players  of  the  London  Philharmon¬ 
ic  are  m  desperate  need  of  more 
concerts  with  this  kind  of  box-office 


.appeal  to  see  them  through  this 
dark  era  in  their  history.  Support 
them) 

Festival  HaD.  South  Bank,  London 
SEI  (0171-928  8800),  Wed,  730pm. 

CBSO  PREMIERE:  The  Feeney 
Trust  has  paid  for  the  first  perfor¬ 
mances  of  several  outstanding 
pieces  of  music  in  recent  years.  This 
week  we  hear  the  premiere  of  the 
latest  Feeney  commission.  Forest, 
a  new  work  by  the  Scottish  compos¬ 
er  Judith  Weir,  best  known  for 
quirky  and  imaginative  operas 
such  as  Nights  at  the  Chinese 
Opera.  Also  in  the  programme  is 
Mahler's  great  song-cycle.  Das 
lied  von  derErde.  the  “Song  of  the 
Earth",  sung  by  two  fine  soloists. 
Peter  Seiffert  and  Thomas 
Hampson. 

Symphony  HaD,  Birmingham 
(0121-212  3333),  Dec  13.  730pm 
(repeated  Tues  19). 


Clive  Davis 

WARREN  VACHE:  Just  as  Scott 
Hamilton  carries  the  Qag  for  die 
tenor  saxophone  revivalists,  so  his 
fellow-American  Warren  Vadifi 
celebrates  the  noble  traditions  of 
that  now  rarely  sighted  instru¬ 
ment.  the  cornet  A  foil-toned, 
romantic  player  who  seems  to  be 
taking  on  the  mantle  of  the  great 
Ruby  Braff.  Vachfe  has  turned  up 
on  countless  mainstream  albums, 
never  wasting  a  note  in  his  solos. 
His  band  during  his  Soho  residen¬ 
cy  will  include  his  old  colleague,  the 
pianist  Brian  Lemon. 

Pizza  Express.  Dean  St  London 
W1  (0171-439  8722)  Dec  13-17  from 
830pm. 

(Information  on  possible  provincial 
dates:  0181-362  5242/368  1299.) 

ROBERT  HABERMANN/ 
CARMEN  LUNDY:  This  Tues¬ 
day,  as  everyone  must  know  by 
now.  marks  the  80th  birthday  of  the 
colossus  of  popular  song.  Frank 
Sinatra.  Rattier  than  listening  to 
that  ill-judged  My  Way  duet  with 
Pavarotti.  Frankophiles  can  take 
the  opportunity  to  hear  Robert 
Habermann  recreate  the  greatest 
hits  from  the  Capitol  and  Reprise 
years.  A  product  of  the  Sarah 
Vaughan  school  of  jan  divas. 
Carmen  Lundy  is,  along  with  the 
mercurial  expatriate  Dee  Dee 


Bridgewater,  at  the  headof  thenew  *: 
crop  of  American  singers.; Though..;, 
her  recent  album,  Self  Portrait, 
was  burdened  with  some. work-  . 
manlike  original  tunes,  her  stan¬ 
dards  left  most  critics  bedazzled. 
Habermann :  Purcell  Roam,' . 
South  Bank.  London  SEI  (0171-960-  - 
4242),  Tues,  Dec  12. 

Lundy.  Jazz  Caffe,  -Parkway. 
London  NW1  (0171-344  0044)  Dec  . 
15-17. 


Geoff  Brown 

MURDER  IN  THE  FIRST  (15>: 
Though  its  show-off  director  Mam 
Rocco  causes  some  distraction,  ttiis 
is  still  an  absorbing  drama.  Kevin  • ; 
Bacon  plays  the  Alcatraz  prisoner  ;  . 
who  fares  a  charge  of  first-degree  i - 
murder  after  he  attacks  an  inmate.  fr  * 
Christian  Slater  is  the  public 
defender  who  takes  up  his  case.  No' 
big  dramatic  surprises  are  pulled, 
but  such  is  the  force  of  Bacon’s  . 
performance  as  the  hard-bitten  . 
prisoner  who  keeps  his  dignity  that 
you  only  notice  this  once  the  film  is  -V 
aver.  With  Gary  Oldman. 

Oapfaam  Picture  House  (0171-498  , 

3323)  MGMs:  Ftfham  Road  (0171- 
370  2636)  Haymarket  (0171-839 .  . .  .  - 
1527)  Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426 
914098)  UCI  Whiteleys®  (0171-792  : 

3332)  Warner  0  (0171-437  4343) 

UNSTRUNG  HEROES  (PG):  Ec¬ 
centricity  runs  rife  through  Diane  - 
Keaton's  first  cinema  feature  as.'  - 
director,  a  bitter-sweet  drama 
about  a  12-year-old’s  bizarre  family'  • 
life.  It's  not  any  old  life:  when  his  . 
mother  is  incapacitated  by  Illness 
the  boy  moves  in  with  two  crazy  -• 
uncles,  who  spend  their  days  . 
absorbed  by  paranoia. '  piles  of 
newspapers,  and  a  collection  of-, 
rubber  balls  from  sewers.  Richard  • 
LaGravenese's  clever  script  avoids 
any  excesses  of  sentiment,  and  •  ’•* 

places  this  skewered  American: ' . 
family  firmly  in  the  shadow  of  the  . 
repressed  and  fearful  1950s.  A 
fighter  touch  from  John  Turturro 
(the  father)  would  help,  but  the  rest 
of  cast  —  Andie  MacDowell,  Na-  . 
than  Watt,  Michael  Richards  and 
Maury  Chaykin  —  give  a  special 
glow  to  an  unusual  and  attractive 
film.  -  \.. 

MGM  Tottenham  Court  Road 
(0171-636  6148)  Ritzy  (0171-7372121)  ' 
Screen/  HID  ®  (0171-435  3366)  . 


BALLAD  OF  WOLVES.  The  second  of 
Vane  moan's  Don  Juan  plays  turns  rt» 
lw  inio  a  socraJ  new.  fighrmg  toe 
Ctujch  and  his.  greedy  uens  Sirwig. 
though  still  puzzling  stuff 
Gate.  II  Pembndje  Road.  Wl  I  (0171- 
22907DS)  Mon-Sal.  7  Sjpra 

Q  A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL  Revival  of 
bn  Judge  s  popular  Exit  over-sweet 
production  CSve  France  plays 
Scrooge 

Barbican.  Silt.  Sti  cel.  EC2  (0171-638 
88911  Mon-Sar.  7 15pm.  mats  Thus 
and  Sat  .  and  Dec  10  and  Jan  2. 3pm. 
Until  Jsi  13  |j9 

D  COMPANY.  Sheia  G«sh  and  Adrren 
Lester  n  the  cast  o»14  tor  Soncffwims 
tufiosweef  muscat  or  love, 
rttacftshrps  end  stayng  smgta.  Sam 
Menfesdrects 

Donmar  Warehouse.  Eartham  Street. 
WC2 10171-369  17323  NowprevwMng. 
7  30pm  Opens  Dec  13. 7pm.fi 

□  DEAD  FUNNY  Be/nda  Lang.  Ktwn 
McNaBv  and  Sam  Kc#v  in  Terry 
Johnson's  sharply  funny  ptay  about 
comics  and  sane  oi  then  fans 
Savoy.  The  Strand.  WC2  (0171-836 
88881.  Mon-Fn.  8pm.  Sat,  8.15pm.  mala 
Wed.  230pm  and  Sat.  5pm  £| 

B  DESIRE  UNDER  THE  ELMS 

Shared  Experience  bar*  re  town  ™#fi 
O'Neill's  pessKjreie  drama  cl  father- 
son  rivalry  and  forbidden  love.  Nancy 
MecWer  (Sects  pmwrtji  acbng. 
updated  lu  Ireland  n  tho  1950s. 
Tricycle.  KHdum  hftgji  Road.  NW6 
10171  <328  1000)  Mon-Sat  8pm.  mats 
Dec  6. 2pm  and  Sat.  4pm  Q 

E  THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 

Welcome  transfer  frtm  the  Qonmai  far 
Sam  Mendes's  raiant  production  &» 
Wanamaker  and  Ciaae  Skjnrwr  ranUnuo 
ae  moitwr  and  daughter  Ben  Walden 
come?  mas  the  new  Tom 
Comedy.  Panon  Street.  SWi  101 71  - 
369  1 731 ).  Now  pevwvwng.  7  3Dpn. 
opens  Mon.  Then  Mon-Sat,  7 3qjm. 

mats  SaL  plus  Dec  ?8  and  Jan  4 .  3pm 
S  HANSEL  MO  GRETEL  Red  Srtll 
and  Pop  lip  create  a  new  veraon  of  ihe 
swry.  sal  re  present  day  Khv.  Kiev  re 
1046.  W3  the  Wotm  Wood  of  tony  tales 
and  pngefcread  houses 
Lyric.  Kmg  Slreei.  Hammeismdi.  WG 
(0181-741  23111  Today.  230  and  7pm 
LKBJane  IS 


,,  WEST  END  THEATRE  GUIDE  * 

Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment  of  theatre  showing  In  London 
I  House  lull,  returns  only  B  Some  seats  avatfa&le  □  Seats  at  all 


□  KNIVES INHENS  Thedark. 
repressed,  retejnus  past  of  Scotland, 
where  murder  brings  freedom  and 
ryowtti  Interesting  end  unusual  David 
Hjnower  (Say. 

Bueh.  Shepherds  Bush  Green.  W12 
(0181-743  3388)  Mon-Sat.  8pm 

□  HOBSON'S  CHOICE  LeaMcKemre 
ihe  ijle  rote  ol  H3rcnd  Bughouse's  narro- 


A  scene  from  Jungle  Book 
(see  Choice,  above) 

hearted  comedy  Nctois  McAiffe  and 
Graham  Turrer  fnho  remain  re  trip  casi 
o<wfienr  as  daughiH  and  tan-in-i *n 
Frank  Thornton  takes  c vw  irom 
on  Monday 

Lyric.  ShaftestvjyAve.  WI  (OI7l-4?4 
5W5l.  Mon-Sai.  7  30pm.  Sat.  3pm  g 

□  HYSTERIA.  Horav  Goodm/jn  piavs 
Fretxt  wfti  Trei  Potto  as  Sdrador  DaJ  r. 
Tony  Johnson's  surreal.  drwi*e  szata  ■ 
wrener  The  lunnaxi  sennxs  play  re 
London 


Duke  o t  Yorks.  St  Martin's  Lane.  WC2 
(0171^3651221  Mon-Sai  730pm  mats 
Thurs  and  Sat.  3pm  @ 

E  AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS.  Stephan 
DaJdry' s  powerful  production,  with 
Nicholas  Vtaodeson  as  Ihe  aU+nov.mg 
Inspector,  and  Edxard  Peel  and  Susan 
Engel  as  the  c  fan  ol  sootty 
Garrick,  Charreg  Cross  Roac.  WC2 
10171-494  5035)  Mon-Fn  745pm  Sa. 

8 15pm.  mare  Wbo.  230pm.  Sal.  5pm 

□  JOLSON  The  trghs  and  lows  of  the 
sreger  with  rpth  a  rncnstw  ego  Brian 
Corley  Deis  out  Ihe  songs  enjoyatty  and 
Salty  Ann  Tnpteit  n  an  mpiessive  Ruby 
Kee»er 

Victoria  Palace.  Vidors  Sued.  $W1 
10177-834  1317)  Mon-Sal.  7 30pm.  mars 
Wed  and  Sat.  3pm 

□  the  master  builder  f @t°r  Hairs 
s&cua:iyunder£sUdpradixrt)Ori  Alan 
Bates  the  smctAttnng  hero  tree 
pertarmarcesoy  Gemma  .tones  and 

Vicuna  H3jraflcn. 

Theatre  Royal,  Hayma/VB.  SW1  {0171  - 
930  38001.  Mon-Sat.  7  45pm  mats  Wod 
andSa.  3pm  £) 

B  ROSENCRANTZAND 
QUUetSTERN  ARE  DEAD  Aonan 
Scartwrough  and  Srewn  Ru=w«  Beale 
p<ay  Sopped  s  attendant  lords  «t 
Matthe*  Francis's  dnedoruJ  debut  hero 
National  iL>tei!an).  South  Bar*  SEi 
(0171-8252252)  NtA  pi6v»?*.ng, 

73Cpm  Opers  Dec  14.  7pm.  £| 

E  THE  SHAKESPEARE  REVUE  A 
t-Cy  <n<i n-ng c*  song,  dance  and  noshes 
to  da  wcti  IM-am  S  ftxemete d  ty 
Chrstop her  liKwnfce.  Matoim  McKee 
VaudevUe.  WCZ 10171-836 

3957).  Morvf  n.  2pm  Sat.  8  30pm  mots 
Wed  2JCpm  and  Sar.  5  3npm 

‘□THE  SIMPLETON  OFTHE 
UNEXPECTED  ISLES  Written  etien 
Stiff*  aas  78  and  rvitr-  PiOd/ 
pectamed  r.  London  KJeC  Mara  and 
Raad  Rffii  cj,  and  Pmsr  ct  a 

periiC  usse'j-  yjsr  a;  an 

AT&T'S d-.  'Su.1  Cov  a'  J-JflQryrori.  Sjm 


Waiters  directs  a  irue  ran y 
Orange  Tree.  Clarerce  Stieei 
Richmond  (0181-940  3633]  Mon-Sal, 

7  J  5pm.  mais  Dec  28.  Jan  4  and  1 1. 
2.30pm.  Sat.  4pm  g 

□  SOUTH  PAG  SRC1  Parti  Boutoea  plays 
BJoody  Mary  and  Perer  Poiycapou.  E ntfe. 
re  Ph4  WiUiTicm  s  ptoducton  ol  the 
Rodger,  5  Hammers  an  iroprcal 
everyeen 

Drill  Hen.  Chenles  SlreaL  WCl  [0171- 
637  8270i  New  prenevrreg  lora^tand 
Tomorrwi.  7  30pm  Opens  Doc  12  Then 
Tua-Sat.  and  .lan  7and  14. 7  30pm. 

□  TAKING  SIDES  Fral  pedormartess 
tor  Rcreaid  Hanvood  s  erthraffreg  drama, 
based  on  the  invest  igarens  d 
Foiwangler  s  aiioged  Naa  sympathies 
Supe®  perlomvjnce  by  Daniel  Massey 
as  (ho  conductor,  wvh  Mcheel  PwregiDn 
as  hts  pirtsiine  accuser 

Criterion.  P*xad»y  Circus,  WC2  (0171- 
3691747)  Today.  2  30  and  7  30pm 

□  THE  TOWER.  Alenandre  Dumas's 
lomarrfjc  melcdiama.  «Uh,  Snead  CusocL 
as  a  schemmp  Queen  Marguenro  and 
Adrian  Dunbar  as  the  agenl  her 
downfall  Howard  Davies  directs  e 
version  by  Charters  Wcwl 

Almeida  Ahnada  Slreiffl.  N1 10171^69 
4404;  Now  pieviewrq.  7  30pm  Opens 
Dec  12  7pm  B 

□  THE  WIND  IN  THE  WILLOWS 

Jeremy  Sreden  pays  ihe  e®u®em  Toad  re 
[he  now  annual  return  cH  the  Naiiona 
Themra  production  Less  amomg  stage 
effects  here  but  $l'H  deNjhtU. 

Old  Vic,  Waterloo  Rd.  SE 1  (0171—926 
66551  Mi n- Sat.  7  30pm  mats  W«J  and 
SaL  7  3Cpm  mars  daily  in  newt,  ol  Dec 
26.2J0pm  |S 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers  Fhocnu  (0171^67 

I044i  B  Buddy  Strand  (Ot  ?i  no 
8600:  S  Conununteaiirc_Doorf 

Gielgud  10171494  6530|  □  Dead 

GuOty  Apollo  <01 71 -J94  5070, 

O  Bre  Guys  Named  Mae  A*ery(017t- 
369  1730]  B  Man  MC.  AkWrCh 
(0171-4766003)  B  OHvori.  Paftadum 
>01 71-494  50201 .  .  ESIarfight 
Express.  Aoolto  Vtciora  10171  K» 

86651  B  Sunset  Boulevard  Ad?iphi 
10171-344  00551  □  The  Woman  in 

Black  Fcnur*.*  io:ti  .g?6  2238) 

Tickl  inJcrmauor,  rajcpued  di  Scod*  at 
London  Theatre 


NFW  RFi  FASFS 

♦  THE  AMERtCAN  PRESTDENT 1 15) 
Wial  happens  vrtien  the  widowed 
Prewfcm  gets  a  gutMentf7  Noi  much, 
even  wnn  Mitreeei  DouoJss  and  AmeOe 
Bertn 5  Dtteaoi.RabReirew. 

Empire  S  (D 171-437 1234)  MGM 
Fulham  Road  10171-370  2636) 
Ttocadere  IS  <01 71 04  0031 )  Odeon 
Kensington  101426914666) 
Screen/Baker  Street  {0171-935  2772) 
UCI  WhHetoye  Q  (0  >71-792  3332) 

ANGELS  AND  INSECTS  (18) 
Procreative  games  re  Vkaonai  England 
Handsome  but  still  drama,  wtth  Mark 
Rylance.  Patsy  KcresU  ond  hrtsun  Scotr 
Thomas  Director.  Phhp  Haas 
Curzon  Mayfair  (0171  -369  1 720) 

MGM  FuRiam  Road  (0171 -370  2630 
Odeon  Swiss  Cottage  (01426 
014096) 

THE  BROTHERS  McMULLEN  M5r 

Ireii-Amencans  agorsso  cwor  K>ve. 
commsment  and  beer.  Mottos)  fearure 
debut  ty  wnrar-dnector-adcr  E  award 
Bums 

Gate  K  ioi  7i  -  727  40431  Limiter* 
t017 1  -836  069 1]  Ritzy  (0171  -737  2121 ) 
Sereen/Green  lOl  71-226  3S201 

DR.  JEKYLL  AND  MS.  HYDE  (12) 
Brash  and  untumy  come  update  of 
Stoverson  s  dory,  «*h  T«n  Daly  and 
Sean  Toms  Otrednc  DwtdPncq 
MGM  Haymarket  (Ol  ?i-839 1527} 

UCI  WMtdeysQ  (01 71 -792  33321 
WamerG  (0171-437  43431 
UNSTRUNG  HEROES  (PGl  See 
Cnies'  Choice,  above 

CURRENT 

♦  APOLL0 13  (PGl  Thenon-totf 
moon  mission  oi  197D  Sp*kvW  enages. 
tu  conventional  drama  won  Tom 
Hante;.  K-pvm  Bacon  and  Ed  Kant, 

Ron  Htward 
Empire  10990  8889001 

♦  CANDYMAN  2  (1BJ  Fev+rte 
adiwues  ol  (he  urban  bogeyman 
CTOoiad  by  Ctme  Barter  Wrin  Tony 
Todd.  hcJJy  Rowan 

MGM  Troeadere  8  (01 71 -434  0031 ) 
Warner  B  (01 71-437  4343) 

♦  CLUELESS  (ID  Frtvntous  tun  ot  We 
and  empty  rmnds  ol  Bev«iy  Hiiis 
(OTiaoere  WWi  Abcsa  S*rerdon<? 
Warner®  (0171-437  4J43I 


_  CINEMA  GUIDE  ,  ^ 

Geoff  Brown’s  asaessment  of  films  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦  )  on  release  across  the  country 


♦  CRIMSON  TIDE  (15)  Arflique  l^rocs 
m  a  nuctau  submanna,  with  Gwo 
Hackman  and  Denael  Washington 
Director.  Ten/  Scott. 

MGHk  Baker  Street  10171  9359772) 
Chelsea  (0171  352  50%l  TrocaUero  ® 
(0171-434  003D  Odeom:  Kensington 
(0)426  9)46661  Mezcanirw®  (01426 
915683)  UaWWteleys®  (0171-792 
33321 

ELISA  (15)  Overwrought  French  tate  ol 
a  loarjway  kid  who  see) w  rui  her  (juki 
Wkh  Vons&sa  Paradts.  Gerard 
Depardeu  Dlrocior,  dwn  Beckor 
MGMs;  PtaadUy  (0171 J37  3661) 
Swiss  Centre  (0»Ti  -4^9  4470» 

FARINELLI  (IS)  Tbotltootan  larn- 
cmtuycaarjio  Loh;  ol  opera,  i/v  and 
•bathos,  bu  Gin&d  Carbous  him  orty 
saaichts  rrufenai  s  poienlut. 

Ctapham  Picture  House  <0 1 7 1 -498 
3323)  MGM  Tottenham  Ct  Rd  (0 1 71  -636 
61481  Mnema  (01 71  235  42?S> 

♦  FRENCH  KISS  02)  DtzzyMogPyan 
gets  entangled  wiffi  Fren,*  rogue  KeWi 
Vino  OurmteM  lomarac  comody. 
(frwted  by  Lderenoe  Kasdan 
MGMTrocndeTO©(017l-434  003i| 
Odoenc  Kensington  i0i426  914666) 
Swiss  Cottage  (014269140981 UQ 
WWWeys  S  (0171  -792  33321  Warner  (0 
1017107  43431 

♦  GOLDENEYE  (13.  Ftorco  Brosnai 
twnWes  JilhprwwJame^Bond  Anp- 
r oaring  Itreltor  with  a  screw  hranour. 
wdh  Scon  Beat  Dtroctcr ,  Moran 
Campbcil 

Bartilcun  0  (01 7 1 -638  889 1 )  aaphnni 
Picture  House  (0171-498  33231  MGM?. 
Baker  Street  (017 1  OiS  9772)  Chelsea 
(0 1 71-352  5096)  Fulham  Rood  (D 1 7 1  -370 
K3C)  Netting  Hl«  Coronet©  (01 7t- 
727  6705}  Odeom  Kensington  (ul42fi 
914660  Leicester  Square  (014£0 
915683)  MafMe  Arch  (01428  91 450  It 
Serbs  Cottage  101426  9  T  4098)  UCI 
WhIMeys  ©  (0 1 7 1  -  792  33321 

LAND  FREEDOM  M5l  hon  Loach's 
powonu  Sfonryi  C./H  Wjt  dr  emu.  vmih  i*, 
Kin  ftosuin  PhsIot. 


Curzon  Pftoenbt  (01 714369  1721) 

Odeon  Mezzantoe  ©  (01 426  9156831 
Renoir  (Ol  71 -637  840^1 

IN  THE  BLEAK  MIDWINTER  i  IS)' 
Actois  siruggte  ro  mount  Hjrrtef  Over- 
manfc  comedy  hnm  Kenneth  Branagh, 
vrth  fAchaa  Makxwy  Joan  Coins 
Berblcen©  (0171-638  889!)  MGMk 
Chelsea  (01 71-352  5096)  Tottenham 


^nnetle  Bening  in 
The  American  President 

Cowt  Road  (0171^366140,  ooeons: 

914098.  Pho«U  (0181^^1 
fflewriond  (0181  232  0030)  Ritzy' <0171- 

UVtNG  IN  OBLIVION  (1£,  Tria!. 
jnbuVJ.onso,  ma'-mg  a 
&90TUS  arnnwy  Ir.-rp  C,™' 

DC*)  wlh  Stu-re  '  '  Tom 

MGMs;  Panton  S»  rOITf  n^3 . . 


MY  OARUNG  CLEMENTINE  (U):  John 
FonfswrvxJerfLK  1946  western  «xxr 
Wyatt  Eap.  with  Henry  Fonda.  Linda 
Oamefl  and  Vtotor  Mature. 

Renoir  (0171-837  840?) 

♦  POCAHONTAS  fU)  Strangely  duV 
6hce  c<  Airwrcsre  history  s  tadwratd  step 
lor  Disney  cartoons  after  Alacktn  anti  The 
Lion  King. 

MGM  Chelsea  (0171 -352  50961 
Odaona;  Kensington  (01426814868) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914096)  UCt 
Whttaley*  0  pi  71-782  3333  WamarS 
(0171-4374343) 

♦  THE  SANTA  CLAUSE  (U).  Dwacnd 
dad  becomes  ihe  new  Santa.  Broad  (arnly 
comody  with  a  human  face,  teatumg  Tim 
Aten.  Director.  John  Pasquto. 

MGM  Cheism  P171-352  50901 
Odaoew:  Kensington  (01426  914686} 
Swtos  Cottage  (01426914098)  West 
91 5574J  ua  WMtetayae 
(0171-7923332) 

SHANGHAI  TRIAD  (15).  Enjoyably 
°P^ent  i^ngster  saga  from  ChrfeSe 
aeoot  Zhang  Ymou  VWtn  Gong  U. 
CJwteea  pl71^si  3742)  Ctapham 

House  (01 71 490  3323)  Curzon 
West  End  P171-368 1722) 

»STER  MY  SSTEH  (IS):  Modest 
chwrtoer  piece  ahou  a  swing  French 
tofiehold  With  Joeiy  Rriwrteofi,  Joctii 
May  am  ju*e  WaBera.  Direcwr.  (fancy 
Mec»ei 

MCM*  Haymartet  ^771-838 1527) 
Tottenham  Court  Rd  pi 71-8366148) 

♦TO  DIE  FOR  (IS)-  Deitaous  sociai 
^abtxkatefevBionnMnwgirra 
m|™af0u3  kia  (or  glory.  Gue  Van  Sirt 
Nicole  Kidman  and  Mffi  D«on'. 
prisons:  Kenalngton  (01426914688) 

426  915683)  Swbs 
®«aga  (O1420  914098)  Warner  £) 
(0171437  434^  .  -  - 

♦  A  WAIXIH  THE  CLOUDS  (PG): 
ra&jaus  1 940s  romance  Witti  Keanu 

as  a  retirrvng  eokiigr  who  Bncto  a  _ 
me  in  i-akfons'e  vineyards.  Orector. 
AHcnsoArau 

“QMTrecariOTU  S(01 71434  0031) 
Warner  0(0171437  4343) 

WHEN  NIGHTtS  FALLING  (i« 

L^iadian  lesbian  drama  with  a  goodhaert 
om  too  much  fimey  whimsy  Wrt«- 

drwior.  Panes  Rozerna  ll've  Heard  toe 
Mwmanfc  SinginB). 

“B«  PfecadSy  (01714373561)  ■ 
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Frances  Bissell's  Christmas  pud 


(serves  S  to  10) 

THE  ONLY  far  comes  from 
the  egg  yolks,  and  the  only 
sugar  from  the  dried  fruits, 
the  small  amount  of  mar¬ 
malade.  or  candied  peel, 
and  the  fortified  wine.  The 
pudding  is  also  high  in  fibre 
from  the  wholemeal  bread¬ 
crumbs  and  the  dried  fruit- 
It  is  also  absolutely  deli¬ 
rious.  full  of  flavour  and 
maistness.  Since  it  contains 
prunes,  this  can  truly  be 
called  a  plum  pudding. 

225g/8oz  fresh 
wholemeal 
breadcrumbs 
225g/8oz  roughly 
chopped  muscatel 
raisins 

225g/8oz  roughly 
chopped  sultanas 
225g/8oz  roughly 
chopped  dried  apricots 
175g/6oz  chopped  pitted 
prunes 

50g/2oz  crumbled 
almond  macaroons  or 
Italian  amaretti 
50g/2oz  chopped 
almonds 

50g/2oz  ground  or 
flaked  almonds 
1  grated  apple 
1  tsp  each  ground 
cinnamon  and  mace 
4  tsp  each  ground 
cardamom,  cloves  and 
allspice 
2tbsp  orange 
marmalade  or  candied 
orange  peel 

Juice  and  grated  zest  of 
1  orange 

4  size-3  free-range  eggs 
75ml/  pint  brandy 
150ml /U  pint  fortified 
muscat  wine,  port, 
marsala  OR  oloroso 
sherry 

Put  all  the  dry  ingredients 
in  a  large  bowl,  and  mix 
thoroughly,  either  Math  a 


large  wooden  spoon  or  your 
hands.  Put  the  marmalade, 
orange  juice  and  zesr.  eggs, 
brandy  and  wine  in  another 
large  bowl  or  in  a  blender  or 
food  processor,  and  bear 
until  well  blended  and 
frothy.  Pour  the  liquid  over 
the  dry  ingredients.  Mix 
again  until  the  mixture  is 
moist-  Cover  and  let  it  stand 
for  a  couple  of  hours  at 
least,  and  if  possible,  over¬ 
night  to  let  the  spice  fla¬ 
vours  develop. 

Oil.  or  butter,  the  pud¬ 
ding  basin  or  basins  (the 
mixture  fills  a  1.75  litre 
basin/3  pint),  and  spoon  in 
the  mixture.  As  the  pudding 
contains  no  raw  flour,  it  is 
not  going  to  expand  very 
much  during  cooking,  and 
you  can  fill  the  mixture  to 
within  1.25cm/4in  of  die 
rim.  Take  a  large  square  of 
greaseproof  paper,  oil  or 
butter  it,  and  tie  it  over  the 
top  of  the  pudding  basin 
with  string. 

PLACE  the  basin  in  a 
saucepan,  standing  it  on  a 
long  triple  strip  of  fofl  to 
help  you  lift  the  hot  basin 
out  of  the  saucepan  once 
cooked.  Pour  in  boiling 
water  to  reach  half  way  up 
the  pudding  basin,  cover 
the  saucepan,  and  bring  it 
back  to  the  boil.  Lower  the 
heat,  keep  water  at  a  steady 
simmer,  and  steam  the  pud¬ 
ding  for  24-3  hours.  Make 
sure  the  water  is  kept 
topped  up.  When  the  pud¬ 
ding  is  cooked,  remove  it 
from  the  pan.  and  allow  it  to 
cool  completely  before 
wrapping  it,  basin  and  all, 
in  fresh  greaseproof  paper 
and  fail. 

When  you  want  to  serve  *| 
it,  steam  for  a  farther  hour. 
You  can  use  a  pressure 
cooker  for  both  stages, 
which  will  greatly  reduce 
the  cooking  times.  Always 
follow  the  manufacturer’s 
instructions. 


Continued  from  page  1 
tropical  fruit  mincemeat 
which  is  not  only  rich  and 
luxurious,  but  also  suitable  for 
vegetarians  since  it  uses  not 
Sfp  but  grated  coconut  cream, 
frfie  recipes  for  d  la  carte  and 
tropical  fruit  mincemeat  are 
featured  on  the  right)  Make 
some  for  yourself,  and  some 
for  your  friends.  Also  to  be 
shared  are  some  simple  reci¬ 
pes  for  flavoured  butters,  to 
serve  with  the  Christinas 
pudding.  • 


Recently,  I  realised 
just  how  very  Eng¬ 
lish  this  kind  of  food 
is.  I  was  cooking  in 
the  kitchens  of  the  Hotel 
George  V  in  Paris  for  a  week, 
making  scones,  biscuits, 
cakes,  tea  breads  and  fruit 
cakes.  Where  was  the  mixed 
peel?  The  treade?  The  golden 
syrup?  The  unrefined  sugars, 
ranging  from  the  lightest  cast¬ 
er  sugar  to  die  dark  molasses? 
How  could  I  make  my  brandy 
snaps  and  ginger  cakes,  not  to 
mention  Christmas  cakes? 
“Heureusement  pour  Marks 
et  Spencaire",  we  found  gold¬ 
en  syrup,  dotted  cream  for  the 
scores,  and  so  the  baking 
proceeded. 

I  was  surprised  to  discover 


that  we  seem  to  have  a  much 
richer  variety  of  these  ingredi¬ 
ents.  Quite  honestly,  I  thought 
“les  cakes”,  French-style,  rath¬ 
er  poor  copies  of  our  fruit 
cakes,  lull  of  bright  pink  glace 
cherries,  and  vivid  green  an¬ 
gelica  and  not  much  else. 

For  all  their  jokes  about  “la 
cuisine  anglaise".  !  think  the 
French  do  like  our  homely 
calces  and  puddings.  Mine 
were  certainly  well  received  at 
the  Hotel  George  V.  And  it 
was  a  Frenchman.  Francois 
Misson.  a  17th-century  travel¬ 
ler  and  chronicler,  who  went 
into  raptures  about  the  Eng¬ 
lish  pudding,  declaring:  “Bles¬ 
sed  be  he  that  invented 
pudding,  for  it  is  a  manna  that 
hits  the  palates  of  all  sorts  of 
people.” 

These  are  easy  recipes.  It  is 
never  too  late  to  start  cooking 
far  Christinas.  It  can  hardly 
be  considered  a  chore;  imag¬ 
ine  being  enveloped  in  the 
scent  of  sweet,  warm  spices, 
ripe  fruit  and  fragrant  li¬ 
queurs.  What  could  be  more 
pleasant  on  a  cold,  winter 
weekend  afternoon? 

Caver  photograph 
and  main  photograph 
on  this  page  by 
MARK  HARRISON 


Special  lower  fat  Christmas  cake 


Festive  feast  there  is  still  time  to  have  yourself  a  home-made  Christmas  with  Frances  Bissell’s  recipes 


A  LA  CARTE  MINCEMEAT 

(makes  about  3lb /  135kg) 

225g/4lb  each  dried  apricots  or 
stoned  prunes,  raisins,  dates, 
sultanas  and  currants 
225g/4Ib  shredded  beef  or 
vegetarian  suet  OR  Stbsp 
ground  nut  oil  OR 
225gl  4  lb  grated  coconut  cream 
J00g/4oz  demerara  sugar 
100g/4oz  chopped  mixed  peel 
100g/4oz  fine  cut  orange  or 
lemon  marmalade 
grated  zesr  and  juice  of  1  lemon 
and  1  orange 
1  tsp  ground  mixed  spice 
4  tsp  ground  cardamom 
150ml/  U  pint  rum  or  brandy 
150011/4  pint  oloroso  or  cream 
sherry  or  port 

CHOP  or  mince  the  dried  fruit,  and 
then  mix  all  the  ingredients,  and 
leave,  covered  in  a  bowl,  for  2  to  3 
days  before  potting  and  labelling. 


Mincemeat 

When  you  wish  to  use  the  mince¬ 
meat.  spoon  out  about  41b/225g  into 
a  bowl.  That  mixed  together  with 
one  of  the  following,  will  fill  12  to  18 
mince  pies:  I  Bramley  or  russet 
apple,  peeled,  cored  and  grated,  and 
mixed  with  3oz/75g  flaked  almonds; 
1  or  2  Conference  pears,  peeled,  cored 
and  grated,  and  mixed  with  15g/4oz 
fresh,  grated  ginger,  or  stem  ginger, 
or  with  dried  cranberries,  cherries 
or  blueberries:  half  a  medium-sized 
pineapple,  peeled,  cored  and 
chopped,  and  mixed  with  a  handful 
of  pinenuts,  finely  chopped  brazil 
nuts  or  desiccated  coconut;  75g  to 
100g/3-4oz  dried  manga  chopped, 
and  mixed  Math  a  handful  of  chopped 
cashew  nuts;  125g/4oz  fresh  cranber¬ 
ries,  cooked  in  a  little  orange  juice 
until  they  pop  and  mixed  together 
with  chopped  mandarin  segments 
and  grated  zest  or  chopped 
kumquats.  ■ 


TROPICAL  FRUIT  MINCEMEAT 

(makes  2  x  SOOgl  lib  jars) 
Suitable  for  vegetarians 

\  lemon 

200g/7oz  dark  muscovado  sugar 
500g/generous  lib  dried  fruit 
chosen  from  the  following  and 
chopped  into  small  pieces: 
manga  papaya,  banana,  dates, 
figs  and  pineapple 
225g/Soz  fresh  fruit  finely 
chopped,  from  the  following: 
pineapple,  physalis.  guava 
100g/4oz  creamed  coconut, 
grated 

50g/2oz  chopped  blanched 
almonds 

4  tsp  each:  ground  cardamom, 
cinnamon,  doves  and  mace 
2  to  3  tbsp  dark  rum,  optional 

Scrub  the  lemon,  grate  the  zest  and 
squeeze  the  juice  into  a  bowl. 
Thoroughly  mix  in  the  rest  of  the 
ingredients,  and  leave  overnight  for 
before  potting,  sealing  and  labelling. 


THIS  IS  the  special  Christmas 
cake  recipe  without  added  sugar 
or  egg  yolks  and  with  a  lower  fat 
content  than  the  traditional 
Christinas  cake  recipe. 

Readers  should  be  aware  that 
a  rather  different  cake  is  the 
result  There  will-  be  no  glossy, 
burnished,  slightly  sticky  sur¬ 
face  to  die  cake,  because  there  is 
no  added  sugar  or  syrup.  The 
surface  is  matt  rather  dry  and 
somewhat  crisp.  Wrapping  the 
cake  and  storing  it  for  two  weeks 
after  baking  Mall  redistribute  the 
moisture.  In  addition  you  can 
feed  the  cake  Math  extra  spirits  or 
a  good  sherry.  The  cake  will  be 
paler,  because  sugar,  usually 
one  of  the  darker  varieties,  also 
adds  colour. 

The  eating  quality  or  “mouth 
feel"  is  different  too,  as  it  does 
not  have  the  same  crumb  texture 
as  the  traditional  cake.  However, 
for  those  who  are  unable,  for 
dietary  reasons,  to  eat  the  real 
thing,  this  cake  recipe  produces 
BisseH's  Special  Christmas 
Cake; 

I00g/4oz  dried  apricots 
175g/6oz  dried  bananas 
10Qg/4oz  currants 
175g/6oz  dried  dates 
J00g/4oz  dried  figs 
175g/6oz  pitied  prunes 
175g/6oz  raisins 
175mls/6fl  oz  Calvados, 
whisky,  nun,  or  brandy 
(cognac) 

I  tsp  ground  allspice 

4  tsp  each  of  ground 
cinnamon,  ground  mace, 

ground  cardamon  and 
ground  ginger, 
grated  zest  of  2  lemons 
and  2  oranges 

Chop  the  dried  fruit  to  even-sized 
pieces,  and  soak  overnight  in  the 
spirits,  mixed  with  the  spices 
and  zest  Next  day.  pour  over  the 
fruit  the  following  ingredients: 

175ml/6fl  oz  hot  Earl  Grey 
or  Jasmine  tea 
175ml  /  6fl  oz  pineapple, 
apple  or  other  naturally 
sweet,  but  not  sweetened 
fruit  juice. 

(Lemon  and  orange  juice 
.  should  not  be  used,  as  these 
are  too  tart,  but  some  of  the 
tropical  fruit  juices,  to  be 
found  in  health-food  shops 
are  excellent  in  fruit  cakes 
and  puddings.) 

Blend  together  the  following 
until  smooth; 

5  tbsp  skimmed  milk 
150g/5oz  cottage  cheese  or 


silken  tofu,  available  from 
health-food  stores 

and  into  this  beat: 

200g/7oz  softened  unsalted 
butter  or  polyunsaturated 
margarine. 

If  you  wish,  you  can  replace 
half  the  yellow  fat  with 
smooth,  unsalted  peanut 
butter .  or  tahini  (sesame) 
paste,  available  from  health - 
food  shops. 


2  peeled  and  finely  grated 
carrots 

I00g/4oz  ground  almonds 

Gradually  fold  in: 

225g/8oz  sifted  plain  flour 

alternating  the  flour  with  the 
soaked  dried  fruit  Then  add: 

U0g/4Ib  Baked  almonds 
l75g/6oi  chopped  walnuts 
or  hazelnuts 

Finally  fold  in: 

5  free-range  egg  whites  (size 
3).  whisked  to  firm  peaks. 

Spoon  into  a  loose- bottomed 
cake  tin.  23cmJ9in  round  tin,  or 
20.5cm/8in  square  lined  with  at 
least  two  layers  of  greaseproof 
paper.  Smooth  the  top.  and  bake 
for  about  24-3  hours  in  a 
moderate  oven  at  180C/350F,  gas 
mark  4,  and  turn  down  to 
150C/3Q0F,  gas  mark  3.  after  an 
hour  or  so.  A  skewer  inserted  in 
the  middle  of  the  cake  will 
emerge  clean  when  baked 
through. 

Cover  the  top  of  the  cake  with 
three  or  four  layers  of  grease¬ 
proof  paper  to  prevent  it  from 
browning  too  much  during  bak¬ 
ing.  Slide  the  cake,  still  on  the 
base,  out  of  the  tin  when  cool. 
Make  a  few  holes  in  the  top  of 
the  cake,  and  pour  on  a  little 
more  spirit  before  wrapping  in 
fresh  greaseproof  paper  and  foiL 
Then  store  in  a  cool,  dry  place. 
The  cake  could  stand  a  further 
feed  a  week  before  Christmas. 

The  recipe  was  tested  using 
dried  fruit  not  the  pre-soaked. 
ready-toeat  variety.  If  you  use 
any  pre-soaked  fruit  do  not  soak 
ovemight 

•  Today’s  pudding,  cake 
and  other  Christmas  recipes 
can  be found  in  more 
permanent  form  in  The  Times 
Cookbook  fry  Frances  Bissell. 
recently  published  in  paperback 
by  Chatio  &  Windus  (£15). 


Two  flavoured  butters 


MANDARIN  BUTTER  SHERRY  BUTTER 


225g/4Ib  tmsalted 
butter 

175g/6oz  icing  sugar, 
rifted 

pinch  of  ground  mace 
4  tbsp  Mandarine 
Napolfeon  liqueur 
2  tbsp  cognac 


225g/4Ib  unsalted 
butter 

200g/7oz  icing  sugar, 
sifted 

pinch  of  dimamofl 
4  tbsp  djry  oloroso 
sherry 

2tbsp  Brandy  de  Jerez 


THE  DUX  BED. 

IT  S  THE  BED  YOUR  BACK  HAS  BEEN 

ACHING  FOR. 


IN  EACH  case  make  sure  that  all  tiie  ingredients 
are  at  room  temperature.  Blend  them  until  smooth, 
pack  into  pots  or  jars,  seal.  label,  and  refrigerate  until 
required.  If  you  start  with  the  butter,  at  room 
temperature,  and  use  a  food  processor,  these  recipes 
can  be  made  very  quickly. 


Ruth  GledhiU  gives  thanks  for  (almost)  all  creatures  great  and  small 


Snakes  alive,  it’s  Advent 


This  is  bow  your  spine  should  rest  while  you  sleep -  in  a  completely  natural  position. 


RESISTING  the 
urge  to  run  away 
when  an  innocent- 
looking  boy  turned 
up  with  what  looked 
horribly  like  a  rat 
and  sat  it  on  his  knee 
in  the  pew  in  front  of 
me.  I  lifted  my  feet 
on  to  the  wooden 
kneel  er  and  prayed  as  hard  as  I  could 
for  all  God’s  creatures. 

This  church  of  St  Stephen  with  St 
John,  where  the  new  bishop  of  London, 
the  Right  Rev  Richard  Chartres,  was 
once  vicar,  had  never  seen  anything  like 
it.  Instead  of  the  incense  I  had  expected 
at  a  church  with  a  reputation  as 
Catholic  as  this  one,  there  was  a  host  of 
country  smells.  We  were  at  an  ammals- 
in-the-stable  blessing  service,  to  mark 
the  start  of  Advent,  and  the  only 
creatures  more  noisy  than  the  beasts 
were  the  childrai  and  adult  owners 
attempting  to  keep  them  at  bay. 

Standing  watch  at  the  rear  were  PCs 
Tony  McM aster  and  Karen  Jefford  -with 
their  dapple  grey  police  horses,  Ogflvy 
and  Ullswater,  champing  at  the  bit 
Guarding  them  was  Pin,  the  drugs- 
detecting  spaniel  recovering  from  being 
stung  400  times  by  wasps  m  a  recent 
drugs  raid  after  his  handler,  PC  Geon 
Arnold,  mistook  a  massive  wasps’  nest 
for  a  lampshade.  A  collection  of  boxers, 
terriers.  Alsatians,  Jack  R us  sells  and 
various  combinations  of  all  these  and 

more  shivered  with  excitement  hung 
out  their  tongues  and  emitted  high- 
pitched  yelps  at  the  tempting  rabbits 
and  hamsters  in  their  midst.  MI  do  not 
expect  it  to  be  a  quiet  service,  nor  do  I 

emeef  it  to  be  a  particularly  formal  one,". 

said  the  Rev  Ralph  Godsall.  die  vicar,  as 
he  welcomed  the  goldfish,  frogs,  mice, 
gerbiis  and  tortoises. 


1  looked  meaningfully  at  the  rat  as  we 
listened  to  our  first  lesson,  from  Gene¬ 
sis.  giving  humans  dominion  “over 
every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth". 
With  frightening  sangfroid,  the  vicar 
launched  us  into  an  action  song.  “If  I 
were  a  butterfly.  I’d  thank  you  Lord  for 
giving  me  wings."  we  sang. 

If  animals  can  look  incredulous,  the 
100-plus  creatures  present  did  just  that 
as  tneir  owners  proceeded  to  emulate 
fish,  elephants,  kangaroos,  ocropi, 
worms,  billy  goals  and  the  “fuzzy  wuzzy 
bear”.  Rex  the  white  Alsation  looked 
lop-ridedly  amused  and  the  rat  just 
stared  at  me  as  we  flapped  our  arms, 
waved,  stamped  feet  and  gesticulated. 

Our  second  lesson  was  John 
Betjeman's  Diary  of  a  Church  Mouse 
and  after  our  next  song.  From  the  Tiny 
Ate,  sung  —  of  course — antiphonally,  a 
human  kangaroo  strolled  by,  ascended 
the  pulpit  and  removed  his  furry  head  to 
read  from  Charles  Causley’s  One  day  at 
a  Perranporth  Pet  Shop.  So  much  noise 
erupted  at  the  bizarre  sight  of  this 


A  five-star  guide 

VICAR:  The  Rev  Ralph  Godsall 

ARCHITECTURE:  Grade-ll  listed 
bufldfna  of  the  1840s,  which  felt  like  the 
Ark.  itirk 
SERMON:  Inaudible. 

LTTURGY:  Words  and  prayers 

buffeted  by  the  turbulent  noise.  ★ 

MUSIC:  Enjoyable  attempts  to  sing 
animal  songs,  accompanied  by  barks, 
squeals  and  squeaks.  ★★★ 

AFTER-SERVICE  CARE’  Collection 
for  the  work  of  the  Animal  Health  Trust 
SPIRITUAL  HIGH:  Animated- 


strange  man-creature  in  tire  pulpit  that  1 
could  not  hear  a  word. 

We  sang  another  song.  All  the 
animals  that  I  have  ever  seen,  before  we 
were  introduced  to  the  Animal  Health 
Trust,  the  charity  which  cares  for  3.500 
animals  a  day  and  which  was  to  benefit 
from  the  funds  raised  at  the  service.  The 
vicar  then  blessed  the  animals  and, 
miraculously,  they  quietened.  As  we 
sang  Away  in  a  Manger,  he  and  his 
assistant  moved  up  and  down  the  aisles, 
using  a  peacock’s  taflfeather  to  sprinkle 
animals  and  humans  with  holy  water, 
pronouncing  blessings  on  us  all. 

“Iruroire  us  to  love  all  animals  as  a 
sign  of  the  Father's  love  for  us,”  said  Mr 
Godsall  before  we  said  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  Our  final  hymn  urged  us  to  ima¬ 
gine  a  world  Math  no  flowers,  sunshine, 
trees  or  animals,  and  to  praise  God. 

Leaving  St  Stephen's  for  the  frosty 
treeless,  sunless  street.  I  recalled  foe 
cosy  stable-like  warmth  of  the  church 
fold  even  managed  a  quick  prayer  of 
thanks  for  the  rat 

Later.  Mr  Godsall.  47.  formerly  a 
country  parson  in  the  Wakefield  dio¬ 
cese.  said  that  he  had  tile  idea  for  an 
animal  service  after  a  small  boy  from 
one  of  the  estates  near  by  asked  if  he 
could  bring  his  hampster  to  church. 

"It  snowballed  from  there.  There  are 
7.000  people  in  this  parish  and  an  awful 
lot  of  animals.  I  was  really  surprised 
foar  central  London  had  so  many 
animals  living -in  it  They  are  a  channel 
that  draw  gracious  living  out  of  people.  , 
This  is  a  busy  community  and  can  be 
anonymous,  but  people  with  animals 
stop  and  talk  to  each  other  and  then- 
neighbours.  Hie  service  was  about 
trying  to  foster  greater  neighbourliness, 
and  it  worked.” 

St  Stephen  with  St  John,  Rochester  Row. 
London  SW1  (0171-834  0950) 


In  Sweden,  the  people  who  make  the  DUX 
bed  believe  that  a  firmer  mattress  is  not 
necessarily  a  better  mattress. 


Lying  on  a  firm  bed,  the  spine  is  curved. 

They  have  researched  the  fact  tjiat  a  firm 
bed  resists,  rather  than  conforms  to,  the 
position  of  the  body. 

So  the  body  must  constantly  adjust  in  order 
to  get  comfortable,  and  independent  studies 
show  the  average  person  sleeping  on  a  hard 
bed  changes  position  20  to  30  times  a  night. 

The  Dux  bed  has  been  designed  with  this 
in  mind  to  give  you  a  deeper  and  more  restful 
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Duxiana,  46  George  Street.  ,  ’■  „ 

London  W1H  5FR.  Tel:  017H86  2363.  L:’'f 


Duxiana,  11  Upper  High  Street,  s 

Winchester,  Hampshire.  S023  81TT.  ! 

Tel:  01962  877766. 


night's  sleep.  We  believe  it’s  the  best  made 
bed  in  the  world. 

It  has  two  layers  of  inner  -  springs  instead 
of  the  usual  one.  The  upper  layer  moulds 
itself  naturally  to  the  contours  of  the  body, 
designed  to  allow  the  spine  to  lie  straight. 

The  bottom  layer  acts  as  a  buffer  against 
harsh  movement  and.  provides  firm  support. 

Duxiana  is  the  place  where  you  can  not 
only  buy  these  remarkable  beds,  but  you’ll 
also  find  everything  you  ever  wish  for  the 
bedroom.  Including  the  beautiful  collection 
of  100%  DUX  cotton  linens. 

Buying  a  bed  is  one  of  the  most  important 
purchases  you’ll  ever  make.  After  all,  you 
spend  8  hours  a  night  in  bed  -  that’s  one 
third  of  your  life. 

So  we  invite  you  to  come  in  and  try  the 
■  DUX  bed.  Lie  in  it;  take  a  nap. 

You’re  going  to  love  it. 

Your  back  will  too. 


Pass  fi»  cuptn  sir  today  for  yo«r  FRH  copy  of  bht  latest  fill  colaw  ngxttns. 
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OUTDOORS 


1 


Before  the  form  finally  closes 
down.  I  really  must  ring  one 
of  the  Bond  Street  auction 
houses  to  ensure  that  my  works  of 
art  are  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
that  befits  their  true  worth.  I  can 
picture  the  scene:  bidders  'will  be 
sitting,  hushed  and  tight-lipped, 
those  wispy,  well-bred  girls  will  be 
hanging  on  telephones  listening 
for  bids  from  the  Amsterdam 
dealers,  the  auctioneer  will  take  a 
sip  of  cooling  water  before  braving 
himself  to  announce:  “Lot  52.  A 
fine  example,  possibly  the  only  one 
of  its  kind  still  to  be  used, 
reputedly  swung  by  the  master  of 
the  craft,  farmworker  Dilly  Sharp. 
One  mangel-topping  knife!  About 
1932.  What  am  I  offered?  Twenty 
thousand  guineas?  Very  well,  a 
fiver  anybody?” 

You  can  laugh,  but  it  is  parting 
with  my  collection  of  little  trea¬ 
sures  that  is  more  likely  to  bring  a 
tear  to  the  eye  than  dosing  the 
bam  door  for  the  last  time,  i 
cannot  honestly  say  that  T  shall  not 
feel  much  emotion  at  the  thought 
of  never  having  to  hump  lousy 
teles  of  straw  again,  but  when  I 
consider  that  I  may  have  no 
further  use  for  my  bill-hook. 


Shear  perfection  going  for  a  song 


finely  honed  sheep  shears,  or’ 
patent  pig-catching  device  circa 
1925.  then  I  start  to  feel  desper¬ 
ately  sad. 

To  me.  these  farming  hand-tools 
are  true  works  of  art.  They  have 
.  been  developed  and  fine-tuned 
over  centuries  tflJ  a  point  about 
fifty  years  ago  when  they  had 
reached  the  peak  of  their  perfec¬ 
tion.  Then  came  the  great  eclipse; 
the  huge  mechanical  shadow 
spread  over  them,  and  formers 
threw,  their  old  friends  aside  to  rust 
and  rot. 

-  Since  I  have  been  farming  I  have 
been  rescuing  tools  like  these  with 
the  fervour  of  a  Salvationist  saving 
souls.  I  have  rummaged  through 
scrap  heaps  if  my  eye  has  caught 
the  rusty  remains  of  a  hedge 
slasher  1  have  stood  at  form 
auctions  frozen  to  the  marrow, 
waiting  for  the  very  last  lot  which 
might  have  been  a  ditching  shovel 
or  a  particularly  fine  example  of  a 


sensible  about  it  l  have 
bought  wily  things  for 
which  1  thought  I  had  a 


grain  scoop. 
1  like'  to 


think  I  have  been 


use.  This  polity  has  led'  to  some 
anguished  moments:  I  remember 
standing,  tom.  looking  at  a  yoke  as 
used  by  milkmaids  tocarry  two 
pails  of  milk,  one  from  each 
shoulder.  Being  prone  to  a  stiff 
neck  I  doubted  I  would  ever  use  it. 


nor  did  I  expect  it  to  get  a 
particularly  warm  welcome  from 
the  farmer's  wife,  so  I  let  it  go.  1 
still  grieve. 

But  what  is  to  happen  to  all  these 
things  now?  The  last  place  I  want 
them  to  end  up  in.  is  a  museum,  or 


worse,  on  the  wall  of  a 
naffly  rustic  tea-shop,  for 
they  still  have  life  in 


them.  The  fact  that  they  are  no 
longer  in  use  is  a  reflection  on  the 
modem  farmworker  and  not  the 
tool.  While  casting  round  for  a 
good  idea  as  to  where  they  might 
go,  my  mind  skipped  back  to  last 
summer  and  a  visit  1  made  to  the 


Rural  History  Centre  at  Reading 
University.  Here  I  was  shown  one 
of  the  most  formidable  agricultur¬ 
al  archives  in  the  country-  Taken 
as  a  whole,  you  could  thinkofu  as 
' .  an  instruction  book  with  which  to 
.  build  a  complete  replica  of  our 
forming  history.  But,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  that 

although  this  represented  recent 
• '  history  to  us,  to  developing  parts  of 
the  world  it  was  a  vision  of  the 
.  future.  It  might  do  no  harm  to 
remind  ourselves  at  this  point  how 
for  advanced  our  forming  has 
become.  This  time  last  year  l  was 
in  Romania,  visiting  an  agricultur¬ 
al  college  where  milking  fay  hand 
was  still  taught,  the  reversible 
plough  had  yet  to  arrive  and  a 
newly  erected,  safety  poster 
warned  of  the  dangers  of  bolting 
cart-horses. 

Then  think  of  parts  of  the 
African  continent  where  even  East¬ 
ern  European  fanning  methods 
would  seem  beyond  reach.  Is  it 
possible  that  somewhere  on  that 


continent  a  life  would  be  trans¬ 
formed  fay  the  gift  ?f  a  mu}ffr 
topping  knife?  <2“*^ 
think  of  the  hew  life  and  hopethat 
our  simple  gift  of  the  ocw,  Tuttu- 
save  to  that  Ugandan  famdy.T 
hear  her  first  calt  a  young  bull,  is 
growing  fast  and  .will  soon  arrive1: 
at  that  point  when  be  will  join 
Send  a  Cow’s  village  bull  scheme 
and  spread  his  good  works  so  that, 
other  families  will  benefit  -from 

calves  as  yet  unborn. 

So  here  is  an  appeaL  If  you know 

of  a  charity  who  can  help  to  find,  a 
good  and  useful  home  for  a  rag-' 
bag  of  a  collection  of  agricultural 
'  tools,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  them.  It  would  give  me 
lasting  pleasure  to  think  of  those  - 
pitchforks,  shovels,  knives  and 
spades  which  now  lie  idle-in  the 
bam  being  sent  to  a  part  of  die 
world  where  they  will  once  again 
•  find  a  purpose.  Of  course,  the  new 
owner  will  need  lessons  -and. 
although  I  have  not  spoken  to 
Dilly,  the  septuagenarian  man¬ 
gel-chopping  champion,  I  have . 
no  doubt  he  would  be  happy  to' 
pass  on  die  benefit  of  his  wisdom,. 
Now  there  would  be  a  cultural 
exchange.  .  .  '  .  .  \ 


Vanishing  mistletoe 


CHAHLgVARLEV 


gets  the  kiss  of  life 


Apple  trees 


and  a  little  care 


are  the  keys  to 


preserving  the 
native  variety 


If  one  of  your  New  Year 
tasks  is  to  cut  down  that 
decrepit  apple  tree  at  the 
bottom  of  the  garden, 
stop.  According  to  Jonathan 
Briggs,  a  conservationist,  cul¬ 
tivated  apple  trees  are  the 
favoured  host  of  the  romantic, 
if  semi-parasitic,  mistletoe.  A 
few  of  the  translucent,  creamy- 
white  berries  squashed  into  a 
crack  in  the  ban;  and  protect¬ 
ed  from  frost  could  provide 
you  with  your  own  crop  of  this 
dwindling  decoration  for 
many  Christmases  to  come. 

■There  are  a  lot  of  mysteries 
surrounding  mistletoe,''  says 
Mr  Briggs,  “but  its  attraction 
to  apple  orchards  is  a  key 
element  There  are  three  times 
as  many  recorded  on  apple 
trees  as  on  the  next  two  host 
species.  lime  and  hawthorn, 
and  even  crab  apple  is  way 
down  the  list" 

For  the  past  two  years  Mr 
Briggs  has  been  co-ordinating 
a  survey  for  Plantlife,  the 
conservation  charity,  and  the 
Botanical  Society  of  the  British 
Isles  into  the  distribution  and 
habits  of  this  little-known  but 
ely  mythologised  plant, 
e  says:  “There  were  all 


The  mistletoe  and  holly  tree  auction  at  Tenbiuy  Wells 
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sorts  of  reports  coming  in  of  a 
drop  in  quantity  because  of 
apple  orchard  destruction. 
This  doesn't  necessarily  mean 
tiiar  mistletoe  is  booming 
scarce  on  its  other  hosts,  but 
the  harvestable  supply  may  be 
declining.  It  is  much  easier  to  . 
reach  on  an  apple  tree;  on  a 
poplar  or  lime  it  might  be 
growing  30-40ft  up." 

So  far  findings  are  mixed, 
he  says.  “Since  the  last  survey 
25  years  ago,  not  a  lot  has 


changed  in  its  distribution  —  it 
is  most  prolific  in  the  southern 
Welsh  bonders  and  parts  of  the 
West  Country  —  but  quantity 
is  more  difficult  to  assess." 

Its  scarcity  in  eastern  Eng¬ 
land  (even  in  Kent,  noted  for 
its  orchards)  is  possibly  due  to 
foreign  imports  from  across 
the  Channel,  a  trade  that  has 
flourished  for  at  least  a  centu¬ 
ry.  Before  that,  there  are 
reports  from  the  1860s  that 
Hereford  was  Britain’s  main 


supplier.  Although  the  home¬ 
grown  mistletoe  market  at 
Tenbury  Wells.  Hereford  and 
Worcester,  still  draws  crowds, 
many  of  the  sprigs  in  the  shops 
come  from  Normandy. 

French  sprigs  fetch  a  lower 
price  per  pound  (no  kilo¬ 
grams,  note}  but  are  some¬ 
times  spoiled  by  being  tightly 
packed.  Jonathan  Briggs 
thinks  British  mistletoe  may 
have  been  encouraged  in  ap¬ 
ple  orchards  as  a  secondary 
crop  in  past  winters,  and  could 
be  again. 

Another  theory  is  that  it  was 
harvested  at  Christmas  as  a 
control  measure.  So  a  balance 
would  have  to  be  found  be¬ 
tween  nurturing  the  photo- 
synthesising  parasite  and 
maintaining  the  tree's  health 
and  productivity.  Or  redun¬ 
dant  orchards  could  be  used. 

The  host  and  its  ding-on 
begin  ,  their  long-term  associ¬ 
ation  when  a  germinating 
mistletoe  seed  sends  out  a  root 
towards  the  tree,  worming  its 
way  under  the  bark  and  into 
the  living  tissue.  t  The  plant 
shoots  out  runners  under  the 
bark  to  pop  up  elsewhere,  like 
a  strawberry  plant  Weird  and 
wonderful  distortions  often  re¬ 
sult  and  Mr  Briggs  has  seen 
trees  completely  enveloped. 
This  may  partly  explain  why  it 
was  venerated  by  druids,  espe¬ 
cially  when  on  an  oak 


PASSPORT  OFFERS 


FROM  MUSEUMS  AND  GALLERIES 


MANCHESTER 

Wood  Engraving  -  Hera  and  Now  at  the  Whitworth 
Art  Gallerv 


Attend  the  Opening  today  of  this  exhibition 
celebrating  the  75th  oniuvctsasy  of  the  Society  of 
Wood  Engraven,  and  sec  demonstrations  of  the 
techniques  used  in  this  expressive  medium.  Works 
by  IS  artists,  ranging  from  the  traditional  to  the 
avant-garde  show  how  one  of  the  oldest  forms  of 
printing  maintains  its  dynamism  today,  using 
innovative  techniques. 

Admission  free 

Passport  bidders  united  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  exhibition  today. 


GnAfcv  AnMIuL  Smt  Aim  Dnmci  IJlfi  ccdui).  Iain  An  Fruoi  tab 


LONDON  SW7 

The  Feaceftal  Liberators;  Jain  Art  from  India  at  the 
Victoria  and  Allxrrt  Museum 


The  University  of  Manchester.  Oxford  Road 
Tel:  0161 275  7450 


December  9  only  / 1 inn-* pm:  Refreshments  served 
I2pm~2pm:  Demonstrations  I  lam-Jpm 


Over  120  works  of  an  drawn  from  Indian.  European 
and  North  American  collections  present  the  Jain 
artistic  tradition  spanning  a  period  of  more  than  2.000 
years.  Sculptures  in  metal  and  stone,  paintings  on 
palm  leaf,  paper  and  cloth,  ritual  objects  and  textiles 
reveal  a  major  artistic  culture  little  known  to  Western 
audiences. 


Exhibition  then  runs  until  February  i  1 
Admission  free 

Man-Sal  I0am-5pm:  Sun  2 pm -5pm 
(closed  December  22-Januon  I  inclusive  I 


YOUR  LOCAL  MUSEUM  OR  GAUJERY 
A  Christmas  Shopping  Message 


Admission  £3.50 

Passport  holders  are  entitled  to  two  for  one 

ntim ifcyiqji 

Cromwell  Road  Tel:  am  938  8500 
Tue-Sun  t Oam—5-ti)pm ,  Man  I2pm-S.30pm 
f  Iasi  admission  4.30pm  dailyl 
Exhibition  runs  until  February  18 


Are  you  searching  for  that  elusive  something  to  bring 
extra  Christmas  cheer  to  your  family  or  friends? 
Don't  forget,  shops  at  museums  and  galleries  how 
a  wealth  of  gifts  from  the  past,  the  present  and  even 
the  future. 


Iclosed  December  24-26  inclusive  i 


CHEPSTOW 

Toy  with  the  Idea  at  the  Chepstow  Museum 


A  Christmas  exhibition  that  moves.  Toys,  models, 
automata  and  book  illustrations  by  Rodney  Pfcppe 
t  author  of  The  Mice  who  lived  in  a  Shoe’  and 
“Huxley  Pig",  which  became  a  TV  series).  Many  of 
the  original  il  hist  rations,  plus  over  30  imaginative 
constructions  used  in  the  tales,  such  as  the  egg  box 
transformed  into  a  space  ship  and  the  bowkrr  hat  that 
flies,  drives  and  sails  on  water. 


Passport  holders  art  entitled  to  dhcountt  ca  a 
number  of  museum  and  gallery  shops  including: 
Edinburgh:  Museum  of  Childhood:  National  Gallery 
of  Scotland:  Scottish  National  Gallery  of  Modem  An: 
Scottish  National  Portrait  Gallery:  The  Writers'  Museum 
Kiofswlnford:  Broad  field  Glass  Museum 
London:  National  Portrait  Gallery 
Spalding:  Ayxoughfec  Hall  Museum 


ALL  THESE  SPECIAL  OFFERS  ARE  AVAILABLE 
TO  HOLDERS  OF  THE  TIMES- BAR  CLAYS 
PREMIER  MUSEUMS  AND  GALLERIES 
PASSPORT. 


Admission  £1  iadulul.  children  free 


If  you  would  Htee  passport  send  .tout  name,  addrrss 

and  a  first  ehti  sump  loose  in  me  emttep*  uu 

The  Tones  Museum  and  GaOtriej  Duspurs  Offer,  Span 

Cammnnkndtms.  PO  Box 349,  MaUnmu,  Sent  MEI5  SYt’. 


Passport  holders  an  entitled  to  two  for  one 
admission 


Cut  House.  Bridge  Street  Tel  01291  625  981 
Mon-Sat  !  lam- 1  pm.  2pm-5pm:  Suit  2pm-5pm 
Exhibition  runs  until  January  21 
I  closed  24-26  December.  January  I  i 


barclays  premier 

The  Gold  Charpe  Card  From  Bareloye 


Like  holly,  mistletoe  is 
not  protected  and  can 
be  freely  gathered  —  if 
you  can  find  it  Fbr 
these  reasons  he  advocates 
“selective  pruning".  Curting 
back  too  hard  may  stop  the 
plant  in  its  tracks.  The  survey 
aims  to  find  out  if  current 
cropping  levels  are  sustain¬ 
able  and  whether  imported 
s pedes  are  being  planted  to 
the  detriment  of  local  strains. 

Perhaps.it  is  just  as  well  that 
the  plant  is  no  longer  picked  for 
medicinal  purposes.  A  health 
manual  of  1550  states  that 
"mysceltowe  layd  to  the  head 
draweth  out  the  corrupt  hum- 
ores".  and  as  late  as  1866  mis¬ 
tletoe  found  on  oak  had  such  a 
reputation  for  alleviating  ill¬ 
nesses  of  old  age  that  it  was 
called  lignum  sanaae  crucis — 
wood  of  the  Holy  Cross. 

The  relationship  between 
mistletoe  and  the  mistie 
thrush  is  another  legend- 
strewn  area.  Aristotle  noticed 
thrushes  eating  the  sticky  ber¬ 
ries.  His  name  for  the  bird. 
visdvorus .  reflects  the  sciemif- 


Plentiful  crop:  the  little-known  habits  of  mistletoe  are  being  monitored  by  the  conservation  charity  Flantlife 


ic  name  for  the  plant,  viscum. 
and  means  “mistletoe  eater". 
In  the  mid-18th  century  it  was 
believed  that  the  plant  needed 
this  particular  bird  to  propa¬ 
gate  it. 

Jonathan  Briggs's  observa¬ 
tions  are  that  the  mistie 
thrush,  a  bird  that  likes  to 
guard  all  its  food  sources, 
finds  a  mistletoe  bough  easier 
to  patrol  than.  say.  a  whole 
hollv  bush.  Other  birds  cotton 


on  to  the  fact  that  white  berries 
are  just  as  good  to  eat  as  red 
ones  when  they  see  a  mistie 
thrush  at  work. 

'  None  of  this  explains  why 
mistletoe  is  nowhere  near  as 
widely  distributed  as  its  feath¬ 
ered  friends,  though  global 
wanning  may  be  encouraging 
its  spread  further  north.  Since 
it  is  easier  to  see  now  that  the 
leaves  are  off  the  trees,  mistle¬ 
toe-spotters  can  send  off  for  a 


record 


Chris  tmas-card  type 
sheet  from  Plantlife. 

Mr  Briggs  is  optimistic:  “If 
people  pay  a  bit  more  attention 
to  it.  ii's  not  going  to  become 
endangered."  He  would  like  to 
see  nurseries  selling  young 
apple  trees  with  mistletoe 
growing  on  them  as  it  is  not 
the  easiest  plant  to  grow  from 
seed,  although  once  estab¬ 
lished  it  will  go  on  indefinitely. 

The  results  of  the  survey  wiJJ 


be  collated  in  the  spring  with 
the  possible  spin-off  of  a 
booklet  for  public  sale.  So 
perhaps,  by  next  Christmas,, 
we  will  be  able  to  kiss  and  teUJ^ 

Jenny  McClean 


•  Plantlife,  The  Natural  History 
Museum,  Cromwll  Road,  London 
SW7  5BD  (0J71-93S  9111).  Enclose 
an  SAE  if  you  would  like  a  record 
card.  Tenbury  Wells  has  a  mistle¬ 
toe  market  on  December  12. 


Chiffchaff  who  lingered  longer . . . 


THE  AIR  was  chill,  the  sky  was  grey, 
and  snow  lingered  among  the  dead 
leaves  on  the  ground.  But  there  was  a 
winter  flurry  of  birds  in  the  trees 
around  me.  A  robin  was  bobbing  up 
and  down  excitedly  on  a  twig,  making 
angry  ticking  sounds  —  and  I  could 
hear  the  rival  robin  that  it  was  getting 
excited  about  making  similar  calls 
further  over  in  the  undergrowth. 

Just  by  me,  there  were  eight  or  nine 
blackbirds  in  a  dense  hawthorn  tree 
that  was  still  loaded  with  darkening 
red  berries.  The  twigs  and  berries  were 
so  thick  that  you  could  not  see  the 
blackbirds  in  the  middle  of  them,  but 
some  of  them  kept  flying  out  in  alarm, 
then  surreptitiously  making  their  way 
back.  Others  emerged  to  eat  a  berry  on 
an  outer  twig.  They'  held  it  for  a 
moment  in  the  middle  or  their  open 
beak,  silhouened  against  the  sky. 
before  swallowing  it  then  plunged 
back  into  ihe  tree  for  more. 

A  moment  later,  the  branches 
around  were  full  of  small,  dancing 
shapes.  A  restless  flock  of  titmice  had 
arrived.  Long-tailed  tits  fell  with  a  twist 
of  their  body  from  a  high  to  a  lower 
branch,  as  if  they  were  tiny,  spent 


rockets.  They  hung  on 
a  twig  for  a  moment, 
furiously  pecking  at  a 
bud  with  an  insect  in 
it,  then  dropped  off 
and  looped  away  to 
another  tree. 

Great  tits  were 
shooting  like  puffs  of 
blue  smoke  from  tree 
to  tree,  always  paus¬ 
ing  to  look  to  left  and 
right  when  they  land¬ 
ed,  and  giving  one  a 
chance  to  see  their 
yellow  breasts  divid¬ 
ed  by  a  bold  black 
streak.  Blue 


Feather  report 


tlLs 


seemed  to  linger  long¬ 
er  on  a  spray  when  they  found 
something  to  interest  their  stomachs. 
All  ihe  tits  were  calling  —  the  long- 
tailed  tits  muttering  to  themselves,  the 
blue  tils  making  brief  trills,  the  great 
tits  making  sharper,  more  ringing 
notes. 

Then,  suddenly,  somewhere  among 
them,  l  heard  a  chiffchaff.  Chiffchaffs 
have  a  liquid  “hweer  call,  a  common 
sound  in  our  woods  in  the  summer. 


Trilling  sight:  a  chiffchaff 


further  north 


and  that  was  what  I 
was  hearing.  Bui  try 
as  I  might,  I  could  not 
pick  it  out  among  all 
these  small  silhou¬ 
ettes  of  birds,  flicker¬ 
ing  among  the  last 
damp  leaves  that  dot¬ 
ted  the  branches. 

Most  chiffchaffs 
have  gone  to  the  Med¬ 
iterranean  by  now, 
but  in  recent  years  a 
few  have  always  win¬ 
tered  in  the  south  of 
England.  No  one  is 
sure  whether  these 
are  birds  that  nested 
here,  or  birds  from 
that  came  in  on 


the 


So  I  too  went  on  my  way,  and  saw  a 
few  ducks  and  coots  that  I  had  seen  the 
day  before,  and  got  a  glimpse  of  a 
heron,  its  head  sunk  in  its  shoulders, 
by  a  distant  ditch.  It  was  getting 
towards  dusk,  and  f  disturbed  a 
pheasant  that  had  gone  to  roost  in  a 
tree,  as  I  made  my  way  home. 

Then,  suddenly,  I  heard  the  “hweer 
ail  again.  This  time  it  was  coming 
from  a  hedge  at  the  edge  of  the  wood.  A 
bud  was  slipping  through  the  twigs, 
and  it  paused  long  enough  for  me  to  get 
my  glasses  on  ft. 

.  I  could  not  see  its  greeny-huff  colour 
m  tiie  half-light  —  but  in  combination 
with  its  note,  its  slim,  graceful  form 
was  unmistakable.  I  had  seen  my 
wintering  chiffchaff  after  an. 


autumn  migration  and  derided  to  stay 
1  would  have  liked  to  see  it  and 
confirm  that  I  had  correctly  identified 
its  call.  But  by  now  the  whole  flock  was 
tripping  away  to  another  pan  of  the 
woods.  These  mixed  winter  flocks  go 
round  and  round  a  srrerch  of  wood¬ 
land.  picking  up  all  the  obvious  insects, 
and  not  wasting  time  hunting  for  the 
hidden  ones. 


Derwent  May 


L 


•  Wtafs  about  Birders  —  Listen  for  mistie 
thrushes  and  song  thrushes  singing  vocif¬ 
erously  from  tree  tops.  Twitchcrs  —  antic 
teapoii  at  Spurn  in  Humberside  and 
in  Cleveland :  wanting  at  Holme, 
Norfolk:  greater yellmlegs  at  Blenn&vjlle, 
Details  from  Bird  line. 
iJ89l  700222.  Calls  cost  40p  a  minute  cheap 
rate.  50p  a  minute  at  all  other  times. 
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GARDENING 
Background  to  the  black  arts 
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Dark  foliage 
will  highlight 
the  richness  of 
dahlias 


I  am  going  all  the  way 
with  dahlias  this  year. 
Every  year  f  fill  a  couple 
of  parallel,  stone-edged 
beds  with  annuals  or  half 
hardies.  There  is  nothing  else 
in  eitheT  of  them  except  three 
would-be  drums  of  yew.  which 
in  a  few  more  years  of  clipping 
will  be  tight,  black  !op  hats 
sitting  on  the  soil. 

This  year  I  am  bedding  with 
dahlias  and  almost  nothing 
else.  1  love  the  way  the  low 
light  of  autumn  afternoons 
-  makes  long  shadows  and 
'W  turns  dark  foliage  to  black. 
And  it  turns  the  purple/black- 
ieaved  dahlias  to  ink. 

Bedding  always  looks  better 
when  unified  by  an  undertow 
of  colou  r  or  foliage,  so  why  not 
make  one  general  black  back¬ 
ground?  As  far  as  i  know  no 
one  has  bred  a  black-leaved 
dahlia  with  white  flowers, 
presumably  because  most 
black-leaved  plants  are  heavi¬ 
ly  pigmented  and  far  removed 
from  the  albino. 

Look  at  the  black-leaved 
elderberry.  Sambucus  nigra 
'Guincho  Purple’.  Its  blacky 
purple  leaves  carry  the  usual 
elder  flowers  but  suffused  with 
pink,  which  is  very  glamorous 
but  perhaps  not  as  ostenta¬ 
tiously  chic  as  white  would  be. 
To  achieve  a  black  and  white 
garden  you  have  to  run  a 
large-flowered  white  clematis 
through  it  such  as  "Marie 
Boisselpr.  or  in  a  wild  garden 
the  small -flowered  Clematis 
potaniniL  Black  and  white 
may  be  clever,  but  it  does  not 
make  the  blood  run  faster.  But 
late  season  reds  and  yellows 
on  blade  are  devilishly 
striking; 

At  me  centre  of  my  beds  are 
groups  of David  Howard’,  an 
orange-bronze  miniature  deco¬ 
rative  dahlia,  which  means  the 
lowers  are  still  a  good  sire, 
perhaps  3-tin  across,  but  min¬ 
iature  -  in  comparison  with 
giant  decoratives  with  flowers 
more  than  lOin  across. 


‘David  Howard*  an  orange-bronze  miniature  decorative  dahlia,  has  strong  purplish-black  foliage  on  stocky  plants  growing  to  about  3ft 


STEPHEN  ANDERTON 
replies  to  readers’  letters 


El 


1  have  a  conifer. 
Thujopsis  dolabrata 
I  think,  about  ten  yards 
from  the  house.  It  is  about 
15  years  old  and  as  many 
feet  tall.  1  am  afraid  it  win 
get  too  big.  Could  1  take 
out  the  leader  and  shape  it 
to  beep  it  in  hand?—  Mrs  J. 
Allen.  Hereford. 

What  a  useful  conifer 
this  is.  ft  is  relatively 
slow  growing,  and  makes  a 
large  shrub  or  small  tree 
with  a  rich  mid-green  fo¬ 
liage.  Ar  ren  yards  from 
your  house  I  would  be 
inclined  to  let  it  grow. 

You  could  top  it  out  and 
shape  it  if  you  wish  —  nib¬ 
ble  it  ait  over  with  secateurs. 
You  may  find  that  taking 
out  the  leader  will  slow  its 
growth.  On  the  other  hand 
it  will  be  spoilt  as  a  spec¬ 
imen.  The  choice  is  yours. 

I  have  a  Doyenne  du 
Cornice  pear  trained 
as  an  espalier  on  a  south¬ 
west  facing  wall.  For  many 
years  it  fruited  writ  but  not 
now.  It  makes  wood  bods 
rather  than  Cower  buds. 
When  I  summer  prune.  1 
cutoff  ISin  of  growth,  both 
then  makes  another  ISin. 
which  1  cut  out  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  bud  of  the  earlier 
growth.  Is  feeding,  or  lack 
of  it.  die  problem?  —  P.  L 
Butler.  Norwich. 

Your  tree  does  not 
sound  underfed,  as  it 


the  summer  pruning  to  dis¬ 
courage  secondary  wood 
growth. 

I  have  just  lost  a  40- 
year-old  cherry  to 
honey  fungus.  I  made  a 
huge  bonfire  of  the 
brandies  over  the  stump, 
hoping  it  would  destroy  the 
disease.  However.  I  have  a 
beautiful  walnut  of  the 
same  age  only  seven  yards 
away.  Are  there  any  steps  I 
can  take  lo  minimise  the 
risk  of  infection?  —  Lord 
KiJbracken,  Westminster. 


is  growing  hard.  But  a  feed 
of  potash  would  encourage 
fruit  buds.  (Three-quarters 
of  an  ounce  of  sulphate  of 
potash  per  square  yard  in 
January.)  When  you  winter 
prune,  cut  back  the  second¬ 
ary  growth  only  to  its  own 
second  bud.  Try  delaying 


Hon^  fungus  |Ar- 
millaria  mellea)  is  a 
very  variable  problem. 
Some  forms  attack  healthy 
trees  and  kill  them  outright: 
others  attack  sickly  trees 
and  kill  slowly.  Other  forms 
do  tittle  real  damage. 

The  fungus  spreads 
through  the  ground  via  its 
black  boot-lace  fhizo- 
morphs.  which  live  on  the 
roots  of  their  prey.  Your 
cherry  stump  would  be 
better  dug  right  out,  taking 
with  it  as  much  of  the  side¬ 
spreading  main  roots  as 
you  can  trace. 

Only  then  drench  the  area 
with  Armitiotox,  according 
to  the  maker's  instructions. 
Shrubs  which  are  dying  in 
pan  from  honey  fungus  are 
better  removed  altogether. 
(Maria  Kremlin,  of  Colches¬ 
ter,  has  redcurrants  dying 
out  in  patches.) 

9  Raiders  wishing  to  have 
gardening  problems  answered 
should  write  to:  Garden  An¬ 
swers.  Weekend  The  Times.  1 
Pennington  St.  London  El 
aw.  We  regret  that  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  deal  with  every 
request.  Arfiice  is  offered  with¬ 
out  legal  responsibility.  The 
Tones  regrets  that  enclosures 
cannot  be  returned. 


y  an 
riot  i 


■aim  -is  not  to. 
out  the  sun, 
but  to  reflect  it. 
*David  Howard’ 
is  a  fine  plant;  strong  purplish 
black  foliage  on  stocky  plants 
growing  to  about  3ft.  Last  year 
I  grew  it  with  ;rich  blue  Aga- 
panthus  which  looked  very 
Minoan  in  late  summer.  As  an 
edging  1  am  using  dwarf 
bedding  dahlias.  ‘Preston 
Park’  is  a  single  scarlet  with  a 
gold  centre,  over  black  foliage, 
and  it  grows  to  about  16m. 
With  it  is  "Yellow  Hammer*, 
another  Mack-leaved  single 
but  with  add-yellow  flowers. 
The  contrast  with  black  is 
startling,  like  a  spill  of 
Haagen-Dazs  ice-cream  on  a 
gleaming  black  clavicle. 

Unfortunately,  my  supplier 
could  not  run  to  all  of  the 
"Yellow  Hammer’  I  needed  so  I 
had  to  settle  for  a  few  "Ellen 
Houston’  as  a  substitute.  I 
wish  I  had  not  "Ellen  Hous¬ 
ton’ is  just  as  black  and  just  as 
neat,  but  the  flower  is  a  double 
orangey-red  and  an  unneces¬ 


sary  compromise.  On  short 
dahlias  l  also  prefer  single 
flowers.  I  like  to  see  the  eye  in 
the  middle,  the  face  of  the 
flower,  rather  than  an  endless 
eruption  of  featheiy  petals. 

I  also  like  the  charm  of 
single  nasturtiums  more  than 
the  full-throated,  double  or¬ 
ange  ‘Hermine  Grasshof . 
With  double  day-lilies  you  get 
the  best  of  both  worlds;  Hem- 
erocallis  ’Green  Kwanso’  has 
an  open  throat  inside  a  stack 
of  trumpets.  Nasturtium  flow¬ 
ers  are  edible  and  can  be  used 
to  decorate  salads,  so  maybe 
double  "Hermine  Grasshof  is 
crunchier  on  the  palate.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  ic  is  true  of  the  double 
day-lily  buds,  which  can  also 
be  eaten.  (Too  many  induce 
hallucinations,  I  understand.  I 
can  never  bear  to  eat  enough 
to  find  out.) 

The  queen  (or  perhaps  pon¬ 
tiff)  of  the  red-on-black  dahlias 
is  "Bishop  of  UandafP.  a  fabu¬ 
lously  dap  red  single,  growing 
to  about  30in.  But  it  is  rather 
celibate;  when  you  dig  it  up  at 
the  aid  of  a  season,  there  is 
hardly  enough  tuber  to  store 


,  •  Weekendtips  v 


•  Check  over  pelargoniums  and  fuchsias  brought  in¬ 
doors,  remove  dead  leaves,  and  give  minimum  water. 

•  In  dry.  windy  weather,  mow  lawns  lightly,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  preferably  with  a  light-weight  rotary  mower. 

•  Bring  strawberries  in  pots  under  glass  for  early 
cropping. 

•  Pick  flowering  sprigs  of  winter  jasmine,  wintemweet, 
witch  hazel.  Viburnum  farreri  and  Viburnum  tinus. 


dry  successfully.  It  is  often 
easier  to  buy  cuttings  from  a 
nursery.  A  friend  of  mine  has 
turned  to  Tally-Ho’,  which  is 
not  quite  such  an  intense  red 
but  makes  plenty  of  tubers  for 
easy  storage.  It  is  sold  by 
Cotswold  Garden  Flowers,  of 
Evesham.  Hereford  and 
Worcester,  which  also  recom¬ 
mends  the  dark-leaved  variet¬ 
ies  "Grenadier’  and  ‘Bednali 
Beauty’,  both  ruby  red. 

If  I  did  not  have  clipped 
yews  to  break  up  the  dahlias,  I 
would  perhaps  introduce 
dark-leaved  cannas,  to  bring  a 
broader,  smoother  leal  and 
some  spikmess  to  the  picture. 


As  it  is.  all  I  have  chosen  to 
add  is  a  few  calendulas  until 
the  dahlias  get  going.  Then  I 
shall  whip  them  out.  so  that 
their  later  tendency  to  mildew 
does  not  spoil  the  end-of- 
season  bonfire  of  black,  red 
and  yellow  dahlias  alone. 

Stephen  Anderton 

•  Suppliers:  Cotswold 
Garden  Flowers,  ]  Waterside. 
Evesham  (0I3S6  833849).  Halls 
ofHeddon.  West  Heddon 
Nursery.  Heddon-on-the- 
Wall.  Northumberland  (01661 
852445j.  Halls"s  dahlia  and 
chrysanthemum  fields  are  open 
free  of  charge  in  September. 


The  grass  will  soon  be  greener  at  New  York’s  most  popular  gathering  place 


y 


Bare  underfoot  in  Central  Park 


BRITISH  gardeners,  after 
that  lawn-parcher  of  a  sum¬ 
mer.  may  reckon  they  now 
know  the  worst  in  horticultur¬ 
al  brutality.  Think  again.  The 
man  with  surely  the  toughest 
assignment  in  the  lawn-tend¬ 
ing  world  is  Neil  Caivanese. 
head  gardener  for  Central 
Park,  New  York. 

Mr  Caivanese  not  only  has 
to  cope  with  a  climate  of 
terrible  extremes  but  also  sees 
»*  his  lawns  regularly  trampled 
underfoot  by  uncaring  multi¬ 
tudes.  There  are  pop  concerts. 

Papal  visits  and  ball  games. 

Things  have  become  so  bad 
that  he  has  now  persuaded  his 
i  superiors  to  dose  the  park’s 
Great  Lawn  for  two  years 
while  it  is  restored  io  the  bucolic  vista  of 
.  long-forgotten  days.  ,  .  . 

The  Great  Lawn’s  15  acres  have,  in  me 
words  of  Henry  J.  Stern,  New  York  Parks 
Commissioner,  “become  a  dustbowl".  The 
soil  laid  is  hard-packed,  and  bereft  of 
goodness.  The  top  level  long  ago  blew 
away  and  much  of  it  is  now  said  to  reside 

*  at  the  bottom  of  Turtle  Ifond,  to  the  south- 
On  windy  days  you  can  sometimes  catch 

*  sight  of  that  Wild  Western  cliche,  a 
T  tumbleweed,  being  blown  wildly  across 

the  now-not-soGreat  Lawn, 

Restoration  costs  are  being  put  at  ?ia 
million  (£12  million)  and  will  involve  the 
introduction  of  elaborate  irrigation  de¬ 
vices.  the  planting  of  2.000  fringe  shrubs, 
228,000  plants,  the  installation  of  450  new 
benches  and  improved  lighting  (for  the 
nocturnal  safety  of  joggers).  The  lawn 
will  be  regraded  with  deep-rooted,  tail 
fescue  grass,  some  of  it  Kentucky  blue- 


The  Great  Lawn  In  Central  Park  is  a  brown  wasteland 


grass.  Poor  Turtle  Pond  will  be  dredged, 
enlarged  and  planted  with  rushes. 

Mr  Caivanese,  who  joined  the  parks 
department  in  1961.  watched  in  pain  as 
the  old  lawn  deteriorated.  The  Papal  visit 
in  early  October,  when  His  Holiness  said 
mass  for  120.000  people,  was  the  final 
blow. 

But  now  Mr  Caivanese  is  tike  a  man 
with  a  fresh  mission  in  life.  The  new  top¬ 
soil  will  have  a  high  sand  content  and  will 
sit  on  gravel  and  drainage  pipes  above  the 
old  compacted  soil,  day  cap  and  rubble 
fill.  For  fertilisation  he  envisages  three  or 
four  applications  a  year  of  lib  of  nitrogen 
per  1.000  sq  ft  "For  a  fast  green-up  I  will 
use  a  quick  release  of  nitrogen,  but  in  the 
very  hot  season  a  slower  release  win  be 
used  so  that  it  does  not  burn  the  lawn.” 

Grass  in  New  York  has  to  cope 
with  hot  summers  —  this  year  there 
was  barely  a  drop  of  rain  in  July  and 


August  with  temperatures  in 
the  mid-nineties. 

The  plan  is  the  first  work  on 
the  Great  Lawn  for  more  than 
60  years,  and  represents  a  win 
for  the  horticulturists  against 
the  baseball  players.  The  lawn 
was  laid  in  1936  cm  the  site  of 
an  old  reservoir,  hence  the 
poor  drainage,  for  in  the 
words  of  one  observer  “the 
Great  Lawn  is  in  essence  a 
giant  bath  tub”.  The  athletic 
lobby  won  permission  in  1957 
to  use  the  lawn  for  games. 
Those  ball  games  have  now 
turned  the  ground  into  a 
wasteland  that  is  more  than 
40  per  cent  bare. 

Public  access  will  now  be 
denied  for  two  years  while  Mr 
Caivanese.  46,  and  his  diggers  get  to 
work.  New  Yorkers  who  use  Central  Park 
regularly  are  most  put  out.  but  Mr 
Caivanese  sees  off  complaints  like  an 
assiduous  Jade  Russell  guarding  its  ball. 
“Grass  is  a  living  thing  and  you  must  be 
carefuL"  he  says.  “You  guys  in  Britain 
have  ir  easy  with  your  lawns."  When  the 
work  is  done  he  expects  to  have  to  cut  the 
grass  twice  a  week  in  spring  and  perhaps 
as  much  as  that  in  the  autumn,  but  the 
effort  will  be  well  worth  the  new  found 
greenness,  he  argues. 

Cynics  have  asked  if  the  new  lawn  will 
be  any  better  at  coping  with  heavy  public 
use.  but  the  gardeners  want  a  re- 
evaluation  of  tiie  Great  Lawn's  role  as 
Manhattan’s  big  outdoor  gathering  point 
They  want  the  Great  Lawn  once  again  to 
be  just  that— great 

Quentin  Letts 
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lei  the  British  weather  spoil  your  enjoyment  of 
the  outdoor  life?  Now  you  don't  have  to  lose  any  more 
rime.  After  the  installation  of  a  patio  awning  from 
Countrywide  Awnings  you  can  enjoy  the  whole  day 
outside  come  tain  or  shine.  Available  in  over  100 
different  cover  designs  and  ten  styles  with  beautiful 
brass  finings,  there  is  an  awning  to  suit  virtually  every 
home.  For  a  free  brochure  call  now. 

Dept  AST  7J95,  Canon  Court. 
5  JnaJitrir  a.  Bolton  BLI  fPZ 

Tel:  01204  389  994 
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-7  At)  A  NEW  GUARDIAN 
GARAGE  DOOR 


No  more  heaving,  pushing  or  fitting,  now  with  a  mere 
I  ouch  of  a  button  your  Guardian  Remote  Control 
Garage  Door  amply  rote  up  and  away,  while  you  stay 
warm  and  dry  in  the  comfort  of  your  car.  Manufactured 
in  maintenance  free  stove  enamelled  aluminium  m  a 
range  of  colours  and  fufly  installed,  they  will  prove  lo 
be  a  sound  Investment  and  an  attractive  addition  to 
your  home. 


Guardian  Garage  Docks, 
freepost  HF3  118 
Huddersfield  HD3  3LL 
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SHOPPING 


After  the  push  and  shove  of  crowded  stores  —  pamper  yourself.  Rachel  Campbell-Johnston  smooths  your  path 


Beauty  is  supposedly  in 
the  eye  of  the  beholder. 
But  at  this  time  of  year, 
beautiful  is  not  usually 
the  adjective  which  springs  to 
mind  when  one  beholds  oneself 
in  the  cruel,  neon-lit  minors  of  a 
department  store.  At  the  end  of  a 
long  day’s  trawl  through  the 
packed  arcades '  searching  our 
seasonal  gifts  or  sale  bargains, 
your  face  can  look  like  the 
remains  of  the  Christmas  cake 
left  out  in  the  rain. 

This  is  when  you  begin  to 
suspect  that  your  only  admirers 
will  have  glasses  as  thick  as  the 
bottom  of  the  bottle  they  have  just 
drained,  and  that  you  should 
start  thinking  about  taking  an 
hour  off  to  repair  the  ravages  of 
the  day. 

The  Sanctuary  is  a  health  and 
beauty  club  For  women  in 
London's  Covent  Garden.  In  this 
elegant  haven  they  can  retreat 
from  the  feeding  frenzy  of  the 
streets  to  drift  as  indolently  as 
tropical  fish,  relax  with  Vogue 
on  the  wicker  poolside  chairs, 
or  doze  on  benches  in  the 
balmy  heat. 

Facilities  include  saunas,  a 
gym.  swimming  pool,  sunbeds, 
restaurant  and  bar.  The  cost  of 
annual  membership  starts  ar 
£850,  depending  on  how  often 
and  at  what  times  you  visit  but 
there  is  a  daily  membership 
available  for  £45.  On  Wednes¬ 
days.  Thursdays  and  Fridays  an 
evening-only  membership  is  of¬ 
fered,  from  5pm  to  l  Opm,  costing 
£27  and  giving  access  to  all 
facilities. 

You  do  not  have  to  be  a 
member  at  all  to  book  yourself  a 
farial.  although  the  dub's  other 
facilities  are  not  available  to  you. 
Members  are  charged  slightly 
less  than  non-members  for  fa¬ 
cials  and  other  supplementary 
beauty  treatments. 

All  the  facials  take  about  an 
hour.  Swathed  in  soft  white 
towels  you  can  lie  back  on  the  couch 
and  not  think  about  Salisbury's 
and  the  sugared  almonds  you 
forgot  to  buy  —  and  submit  to  a 
relaxing  massage  of  neck,  shoul¬ 
ders  and  face. 

The  most  simple  and  least  expen¬ 
sive  facial  costs  £22  and  cleans, 
exfoliates  and  moisturises  the  skin. 
There  are  professional  beauty  ther¬ 
apists  on  hand  to  guide  you 
through  more  complex  pro¬ 
grammes.  They  will  advise  wheth¬ 
er  a  fragrant  mask  of  lime  blossom, 
grapefruit  and  witchhazel.  suitable 


When  you  just  can’t  face  it 


Beauty 

points 


□  To  avoid 
disappointment,  it 
is  advisable  to 
book  a  facial  in 
advance, 

especially  in  the 

busy  weeks 
before  Christmas. 
To  make 

appointments  and 
get  a  full  list  of 
prices  call  the 
numbers  below; 

□  The 

Sanctuary:  12  Floral 
Street.  London 
WC2. 

(0171-240  96351 

□  Harvey 
Nichols: 
Knightsbridge. 
London  SWL 
(0171-2355000; 

□  Clarins: 
Telephone 
0J71-629 2979  for 
details  of  a  Clarins 
studio  in  your 
area  and 
availability  in 
different  stores. 


A  facial  at  Clarins 
takes  about  an  hour 
after  a  15-minute 
skin  care  consultation 


for  all  skin  types,  would  be  better 
than  a  micronised  marine  algae 
mask,  a  rebalancing  seaweed  treat¬ 
ment  recommended  for  problemat¬ 
ically  greasy  skins. 

The  mosr  sophisticated  (and  ex¬ 
pensive)  treatment  is  the  pure 
collagen  velvet  farial  in  which 
blends  of  marine  extracts  and  oils 
are  massaged  into  the  delicate 
areas  of  your  farial  skin.  Costing 
£72.  probably  not  an  awful  lot  less 
than  a  facelift,  you  would  certainly 
hope  to  reap  the  promised  rewards 
—  the  softening  of  fine  lines  and 


After  a  hectic  day  of  shopping,  li 
float  away  at  The  Sanctuary,  £Z7 


let  die  stress 
per  evening 

ANDY  GLASS  ft  VOGUE 


Treat  yourself  to  a  full  evening  makeover  at 
Harvey  Nichols’  hair  and  beauty  salon.  £20 


wrinkles  to  a  velveteen  smoothness. 

The  Sanctuary  offers  a  wide 
range  of  other  treatments,  most 
available  to  non  members.  A  deluxe 
manicure  costs  £24.  and  a  relaxing 
foot  massage  is  £30.  A  complete 
“indulgence  package"  involving  a 
farial  and  partial  body  mass¬ 
age,  manicure  and  pedicure,  costs 
about  £%. 

Harvey  Nichols,  in  Knights¬ 
bridge.  west  London,  offers  similar 
therapeutic  luxury.  The  weary 
shopper  can  take  up  complimen¬ 
tary  membership  of  an  in-store 


club,  open  when  the  store  is:  10am- 
7pm  weekdays  U Gam -8pm  Weds); 
10am -6pm,  Saturday:  and  12pm- 
5pm.  Sunday).  There,  collapsing 
onto  the  sofas  of  a  private  sitting 
room,  you  can  decide  over  a  cup  of 
coffee  which  beauty  treatment  you 
would  like.  Studios  in  the  store's 
basement  provide  fuller  treat¬ 
ments.  including  head,  rieck  and 
shoulder  massage. 

Many  of  the  major  beauty  houses 
offer  facials  for  this  dub.  Espa,  for 
example,  gives  a  20-minute  compli¬ 
mentary  treatment,  and  Aveda  a 


30-minute  stress-relieving  farial 
for  £10.  Both  of  these,  how¬ 
ever.  are  done  at  die  counter  on  the 
shop  floor. 

There  is  not  quite  the  same 
feeling  of  luxuriant  aban¬ 
don  as  lying  swaddled  in 
white  sheets,  but  the  re¬ 
clining  chairs  are  comfortable  and 
curtains  discreetly  shield  you  from 
the  curiosity  of  other  shoppers. 

Different  beauty  houses  provide 
their  treatments  at  different  times 
of  year  in  the  basement  studios. 


Sisley  is  now  offering  a  45- 
minute  facial  using  aromatherapy 
techniques  for  E20.  and  the  price  is 
redeemable  against  skincare  prod¬ 
ucts.  Clarins  also  has  a  studio  at 
Harvey  Nichols,  as  well  as  in 
department  store  throughout  the 
country.  Its  range  of  products  is 
comprehensive;  and  die  beauti¬ 
cians.  dressed  in  their  trademark, 
doctor-style  white  coats,  have  a 
comforting  bedside  manner  to 
match. 

A  skincare  consultation  .  at 
Clarins  takes  about  15  minutes,  and 


the  individually  tailored  facial 
treatment  usually  lasts  about  an 
hour.  Their  products  are  applied  .. 
with  gentle  massage,  to  smooth,  .. 
soften,  detoxify  and  tone.  Prices--- - 
range  from  about  £20  to  £25- but  . 
may  vary  depending  on  whidi  \ 
department  storeyou  visit  {nine  .. 
run  up  to  Christmas  Clarins  is 
offering  a  package  including  a  " 
facial  and  manicure,  taking  ■ 

about  an  hour  and  a  half,  for  £25. 

A  facial  carries  on  working  fin1.  . 
eight  to  twelve  horns  aftex  its 
application.  Slapping  on  full 
warpaint  immediately  is  not 

recommended.  However,  all'.- 

treatments  finish  with  a  light,, 
“touch  of  0010111"  makeover  in¬ 
cluded  in  die  price,  so  you 
needn’t  reemerge  onto  the 
streets  looking  like  a  bofled  egg. 

Swathed  in 
soft,  white 
towels,  you  can  fc 
lie  back  and 
forget  ali  about 
Sainsbury’s 


If  you  wish,  you  can  have  a  full 
makeover  (application  and  ad¬ 
vice  on  suitable  make-up).  Aveda 
products  are  used  for  this  at  the 
Sanctuary,  and .  a  consultation 
costs  £25.  There  are  no  hairdress¬ 
ers,  but  shampoos,  hairdryers 
and  tongs  are  available. 

Harvey  Nichols  has  an  instore 
hair  and  beauty  salon  where  you 
can  have  your  hair  blow-dried 
and  shaped  for  about  £1550  if 
you  have  short  hair,  and  £1850 
for  Jong  hair.  If  you  want  to 
consult  the  style  director,  the 
prices  rise. 

Harvey  Nichols  also  offers  a 
full  evening  makeover  for  £20.  The 
Garins  full  makeover  costs  £12  and 
takes  about  half  an  hour.  Whether 
you  can  get  your  hair  done  after¬ 
wards  depends  on  what  facilities 
the  store  you  use  has  on  offer. 

Just  an  hour  or  two  off  at  me  end 
of  a  day’s  shopping  can  leave  you 
restored  to  radiance  for  the  evening 
ahead. 

Beauty  may  be  only  skin  deep, 
but  for  those  who  never  saw  the 


point  of  having  an  adorable  pancred 
as  anyway,  a  racial  is  certainly  the 


best  answer. 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  GUIDE 


UNUSUAL  GIFTS 


NEWLY  LAUNCHED! 

“PLATO” 

A  snacSbcadiaKpezzir  br  taouti 

S3 

(Mr  1US  or  3  for  £2100 

me.  v  ft  P.  rotey  ***** 

PbtoUtaraftodmUl 

PIWPOMISMO. 

\  HG58BR 


T*  01423  8*5656 
Foe  81423  866883 


GIFTS  FOR  HER 


Perfect  present  nm- 

i  Moliuui-'diraiii  dll  Souther 
for  ,i  M»vi.tl  p»rvon  for  dav  or 
kl.1l  of  piUlipeitliq  Jl  a  HrN»llh 
F.u  in  Luxurious  vurimirdlnv. 
iviin  all  lanliim  Hrtilow.  Crmqf 
Hvalir.  Fanu.  Bcdlw  dshlre.  rrt 
314*2  Slllll  Sprlnov  Kjilro. 
VhtiViV  I  a  /oiifh  LtlcxIM 
•auir  Toi.  OI&3Q  373M73 


eWmSSfOM  a  duality  palm¬ 
ing  -  Gin  vouehmi.  Any  ruD- 
lecl.  watercolour  or  oil.  Richard 
Cook  R.B  A  Tri  01273  726000. 


POR  MOTORISTS.  A  book  turn 
»  rrtrjli  the  wereu  of  llw  car 
trade.  Heal  gl/1  for  only  £4.99. 
For  details  can  01734  61 1  817 


JIGSAW  PUZZLES  MADE 
FROM  YOUR  PHOTOS 

An  ought!  gift  far  emtyour 
11  » i6"-2H)pcs-ri2M>icp&p 
in  15".  120  pc  -El  139  me  p&p 

irxi5  -so  pcs -no®*:  pap 

I  I  S  B"  -30  pcs  •  £3.08  me  p&p 
To  tyder  send  any  Rrt  photo 
(retirnaotel  and  payment  to 
Artyzan  (Dept  T1) 
FarhoWne  Farm.  1 4  Croydon  lane. 
Banswad.  Sumy.  SM7  3AE 
Tel:  8181  MB5B9 
Hesse  allow  MO  dew  fat  driurni 


GIFTS  FOR  HER 


Otaa  MnM  pMrnstMOMOraskm 
a«i  m  prams  rang#  «n  MR  oft  to 

30YBWWDAffODLS' 

birched  vd|i  Wage  -  WEf  PQ  ^ 
MAnarAMbn  MAW 
Ajarpnmf— POST  FREE 

GROOM  BROS  LTD  o*«  raj* 

RB3>OSi;  ftddDM>Nmtin*maaUaieei 
■  poa  kamUcanliceWIxmi  *****  wTOS 
imtatanaf&MeoMOr  taatOteember 


PURE  SELF 

indulgence 


& 


THIS  CHRISTMAS  GIVE  HER  THE  PERFECT  PRESENT  - 
AN  EXCLUSIVE  INCLUSIVE  DAY  AT  THE  SANCTUARY. 

THE  LADIES  ONLY  HEALTH  SPA  IN  LONDON'S 
COVENT  GARDEN.  OUR  GIFT  VOUCHERS  CATER  FOR 
ALL  TYPES  OF  BEAUTY  TREATMENT  AND  BUDGETS. 
PRICES  RANGING  FROM  £5  TO  £185. 

CALL  NOW  ON  0171  240  9635 

12  Floral  Street  London  WC2E9DH. 


w 


^mysjjire 

£averiber~ 


The  Ideal  Christmas  Gift 

Hampshire  Lavender  is  traditionally  grown  and 
distilled  on  our  farm  in  the  heart  of  Hampshire, 
overlooking  the  famous  River  Test. 

Our  Product  Range  ia  truly  English  using  only  our 
own  oil,  thereby  benefiting  from  a  world  renowned 
quality  which  is  PngJ«h  Lavender. 

For  farther  details  pie#**  telephone  01256  895  222 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


DE5HSWER  milts,  Your  own 
win*  wlin  a  personalised 
from  £3.9*4-  poM  01226 
337081  Kcralnpion  Warehouse. 
London  Rd.  Bath  BA  L  6AW. _ 


prrS  IN  PRINT.  Pul  your  pels  In 
1  Uir  picture  with  our  cxdtlnu 
personalised  cards,  cplendecv  T- 
shirts  and  new  gtfi  ideos  For  (rod 
brochure  let;  0161  709  0675 


SHAKESPEARE  O UK  BOOK 
Meal,  enicnalnln,  dill  for 
only  £5.99  Tefc  01906  466616. 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


OAK  SMOKB)  Scottish 

Salmon.  Exotilent  totality 
hand  sliced  vac-packed,  p/d  ii»c 
Irani  £6.26  -aor/1  ISpim  For 
detain  Ferry  Fish  Smokehouse 
Tft/FM  01671  820630  g4hts 


WOULD  Coffees  Ltd  Premium 
Arabics  coffees  roasted  lo 
order,  delivered  lo  your  door 
Tef  01444  471150  Fa*  01444 
47 1 131  send  for  free  brochure 


SEAFOOD  fresh  Irani  Scottish 
Highlands.  Colour  order 
card  -Chimes.  Frecptni  IV1203. 
Halm.  Scotland  Tel.  01667 
456900.  Fax  466000 _ 


SMOKED 
SCOTTISH 
SALMON 

The  Very  Bat  QjtaEty 

qSICKfFK* - ££L25 

_EH2S 

_ £1885 

_ £19.15 

- £2t2S 

HSfcjGHftftSfcadShh  _ £29.55 
fl  x  2270  fta)  Sfcsd  P*&  .£405 
2E0g  Brnokaa  VflSkon - £1585 

OFT  PACK 

2  x  ZZ7g  (BozJ  Packs  Salmon 
&  %  Bottle  GtenRvat  MaR 
WhtekyE2E85 
Vac  Packed  1st  Class 
Postpaid 

Cheque  with  order  to : 
LOCHENGOWEfi 
KBMPLETON  MILL 

KIRKCUDBRIGHT 

DG8  4NJ 

Tab  1015571330361 

jfdhpi 

Fbbc  (01557)  330385 

VISA/ACCESS/AMEX 

CtwantMdcftrittMt 

daGvary 

GUt  Card*  May  Be  kicJoded. 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


BALLOON 

FLIGHTS 


soaked  In  IO  year  oM  Mali 
Whisky  for  an  exquisite  lade  2x 
2009m  sliced  pack  £14  OO  Inc 
P*P  Tel/Fax  lor  a  brochure. 
01603  75646T.  MJ  Balls  Fwh- 
monger*.  Heath  Farm  House. 
Hevlngham.  Norton.,  NRIO  SQL 


Heatmer  ALE  -the  FRAOCH- 
Legendary  PIC  dsn  Ale 

Brewed  SroU  w/hemher  from 
2000  BC  £24  case  tSOOml  X  121 
Heather  Ale  C3as*ow  Gil  6RD 
0141  339  3479  Fax  337  6298 


SMOKED  SCOTTISH 
SALMON 


ipMKMkMiikl 
18t  3496287  p*8i  M 
WALTS*  PUHtOS  ft  SONS 
n  Its  Brtsdmr.  Osar*  Ead 
LaadoaNS  8DU 


SMOKED  SALMON  4 
GRAVADLAX 

,  Saotcd  Salmon/Gravadlu  in 
,  TOORrms  1 1.54  tel  ikies  sliced 
10  gift  pocks  for  £21  tO 
indue  vc  PAP  to  all  nuinLiod 
addresses. 

Onten  and  Cheques  lo 
Hie  Arctic  Salmon  Co.  Ud. 
SS  Socib  And  ley  Street 
Londoo  W1Y  SFA 

TetOI7l  493  1792 
Fax;  0171  493  1797 
(Monday- Friday) 


HIGHEST  QUALITY 
FINEST  SCOTTISH 
SMOKED  SALMON 

r7g  (tel  Steed  Pack  -£600 
<54g  iffb)  Seed  Par*  .  fftflO 
(2Jbi  Sfced  see..  .£1900 

Vacant  Psefted 
m  Cia»  Pan  Pan 
Tei.Tte  for  aa  producis  aval  tame 

BJK  FOHEflfES 
PO  Bps  196  CMIBERLEY 
SURHEY  HUB  S2X 

Tel/Fax  01276  E77683 

CheftBS  ar  fcxenlVto 


Port  &  Stilton  £21.57 


ScotSdi Smdrai Salmon &Mincadet  £2450 

((MdandJAardonni^sO 

Oanrt,  Pate,  Chutney  &  Cheese  Box  £2&02 

Four  Bottte  Wkie  Gft  Box  8150 

Qxxotate  &  Charnpagne  B559 

Mrfimi 'lUdide  Hamper  £$9.00 

large  Christmas  Hanger  £1Q4£5 


Hay  Hampers 

The  Bam,  Corby  Gen,  lino  NG33  4NJ. 

H  01476  550  C0/47G/548  £Z4te)  to:  0147$  550  777 
•AOES-VBA-AMSJCMIEO'HSS-**^— 


Wild  sliced  smoked  salmon 
wiUi  wine  and  truffles  ■  the  per 
Ire  I  din  Front  £19.30  oethered 
LK  Call  us  Qood  Tastr  from 
Scot  I  and  12  C  ran  of  Road.  Qas- 
90W  G61  3PL.  Tel:  0141  942 

1337  Fax  0141-942  2657 


WILD  SCOTTISH  Smoked 
Salmon  hand  sliced  by  IM 
dm  maU  Slued  t8or>  227yim 
£9  90.  Uljn  464^ms  £17  60.  i2lbl 
90701™*“*  £31  60.  wnolp  tides 
approx  l  kilo  £22.60  Orders  by 
16Ui  Dec  Rlleiues.  Dept  B.  37 
watcroaie.  RoOiesav.  Scotland, 
re I  4  Fax.  01700  5054 14 


"MRS.  McLEOD'S 
FANCY" 

RoyN  Gasie  Soup.  Smoked 
SNmaa,  Royxl  Higgs,  Ptwbrt 
Pidde,  HignUnd  Owe  Clootie 
Donpliag.  Mnaard  wftfa  Heitx, 
Butter  Sbortbrad,  Stem  Ginger 
Bixcmta. 

PScked  ia  a  wicker  basket  with  s 
boefle  of  fine  French  wise  rod 
ddivard  witfi  yoor  gmcfingl  W 
bur  address  in  tbc  UK  for  ooty 
C393Z 

Hempen  prodnerd  to  mil  any 
lade  sad  butted-  Smoked 
salmon  e  specialty.  Cieddcads 
accepted  Brodmre  from: 

GOOD  TASTE 
from  SCOTLAND 
12  GraR«  Road, 
GkmvGH  3  PL 
Tefc0l4 1-942  1337 
Tan  0141^422657 


*  DEVON 
COUNTY 
FOODS* 

Traditional  Pood,  Rom  Ok  bean 
of  ibe  West  Country.  Choose 
from  our  FREE  caoJagoe  a 
Ktocson  of  gifts  from  Devon's 
Premier  Food  Producers.  A 
wealth  of  Smoked  and  cured 
footb.  Organic  mean.  Country 
Hams  and  Saniagrs  Chetae  and 
Wine,  on  Award  Winning  range 
of  Hand  Made  Pics  and  Fieah 
Puohrv  *  Game  6om  the  farm. 
SPECIAL  OFFER; ' Devon  Oak’ 
SiBolcd  Scottish  only 

£12.93  pet  Its  Sliced 
line  PAP  -  U-Ki. 

Send  CbeftOB.  P.O  Aceeaa/Ytaa. 
«r  vend  far  ■  hxt  cabdugw  nr. 
Dm  Camuts  Foods  Lid,  I 

Alaamy.  Otlo,  SI  Mary. 
Devon  EXII  INR-Tet  81883 
8344191  Pass  835446. 


1 


CbempegMe 

BALLOON 
FUGHTS 
XMAS  GIF 
VOUCHERS  W 
VaUd  One  Year  * 
Tet  for  fiee  coioar  Uoehiue 

hnnlrirvo^  nf  ifftfimtitinr 

ADVENTURE  HA1A00NING 
81468  234397 

'azr*— 


ak\w 

rasnsHfai 


\ i-imi  ^ 
(ieorj^ian 


B 


ath 


xir  u 

■ 

■  Cili  CjS 


GIFTS  FOR 
EVERYONE 


DRIVE  a  full  steed  il«un  loco 
monvc  and  lullil  that  child 
nood  dream.  Full  and  naUvlay 
Cuursrs  An  Idral  gift.  Vouchers 
available.  Midland  Rallwru  Cm 
ire  Buitertrr.  Ripley.  Pert>s 
shlfe  DE6  3Q2.  Tel  (017731 
747674  Fax  >D1  7731  570721 


Dtecaj  yam 

pocket  watch  on., 

aa  IfthoMory  1 
Byte  band 
laned  sand 
Write  or  'phone 
[or  a  colour 
brochure 

aed  woods. 

MKn  mz  DESCRO.  TT  KEAOWAY. 

HAaFEHOEN.HEjm  ALSIJH 
.  TEL:  0582762231  / 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


wAFEimm 

iwrfoiibitsMiliiisftmftsiB 


1T7T  Hej4|  Irate  aoet  «Nng 
'fifiT-tt  Fret  Cates.  Hand  decanted 
&nd  Rfc.  Wafeacs  l 
Ohtss,  BM  hod  « 
Fnaeb  Brandf  6  Jaaacan 
Aai 

ndtaalPi^fpnaatat 
cbsI  DeJm  uince  Pies  eii 
Brerff.  beaufiWr  Fante 

in  anfY  fa.  fesooteed 

■sage  carts  mMs. 


UnzFe059 
MlkRHMOai 
I  »BOK9KXBXUSini«BDBlPEICnL 


GIFTS  FOR  HIM 


Pure  Silk 
Boxer  Shorts 


•VQCFVCFT  PQ  QC  each 
«-J;P7S  C’JL'i  A.W  •  0\J  rCi!  Froe 


100%  pat  MV  Sti. 

1  uadikie  mtiaHe 
1  Sbi»D.  doiifc  seams. 

_  Avf)bI4e*)»»M*)f, 

Access.  Date.  SaOfa.  Fk»sL  Hny, 
ya.|umc3Td  CfanL  ffafal  m  Md 
1DS)D m**  .  sees  Spin  (35-1. 

■RrtnadwdeafltnBi 

24  HR  ORDER  & 
BROCHURE  HOTUNE 

0171  274  3387 

Mucbea  Sffla  Depl  TT45.  FREEPOST. 
PO  to  3432.  London  SB  9BB  m 

Iktatti  iCaWfitek  AtowWLjmBW 


GIFTS  FOR 
EVERYONE 


Flowers  by  post  year 
round.  12  Carnations  £9  SO. 
18  CIS  23.  24  £1700  l2Carnn 
lions  and  2S  Frentlas  CI7  OO.  26 
FrrrvUB  £10  OO  24  Car  na  I  tom  A 
26  Fimw  £23  SO.  Card  nnd 

mcvuqr  Inc  La  Ncun  Matson 

Nuhrrv.  SI  Saviour's.  Cumwy. 

Cl  Tel  01461  6 3062.  CCS.  F.i* 

01481  0*013 


GIFTS  FOR  EVERYONE 


A  PERFECT  XMAS  GlfL  Send  12 
of  vo  Ur  favourite  pholo- 
qraph's  'originals  reiurnrdi  Bps! 
Regards  1996  perBmal  calendars 
from  £16.95  Tel  01763  852727 


GREENER  GIFTS:  Become  a 
woodland  owner  from  £30 
Details  Tel  OI4Sa  320522 


FAR  LOWS  Maoazine  itree  on 
request,  r.  run  or  prrsefits  for 
I  wrung  A  shooting  people,  but 
only  dim  a  glimiMe  of  what  is 
actually  In  Mere  at  5  Pall  Mall. 
London.  SWI  0171  839  2423 


The  Story  of  your 
Scottish  Surname 
on  Video 

E-tplore  fbe  clan  heritage  of 
your  Scottish  sumanic  through 
ihc  eyes  of  gcneoJogy  expens  - 
plus  stunning  Highland  scenery 
and  stirring  evens  like  ihc 
Edinburgh  Tanoo. 

Clans  Available: 
Caraeroo  Wallace 
Douglas  Drummond 
Ross  Macpberson 
Forbes  Lindsay 
Sutherland  Johnston 

State  whether  UK  or  USA 
forma  requited.  Send  £13.99 
lor  £22.00  for  2i  inc  p&p  lo: 

AZTEC 

4  Valentine  Plncc.  London 
SEI  SQH.  Please  tdiow  up  io 
M  days  for  de/i very. 


VJ  DAY 

50TH  ANNIVERSARY  VIDEO 

2  Hour  long  Video  o*  Hie  commemorative  events  thol  took  place  « 
London,  lacfoding  I  Sc  Service  of  Remembrance,  Veterans  merd»- 
pasl.  Tribute  &  Promise  procession.  Royal  progress  along  I  he  river, 
faeiroriLS,  and  rite  Seal  Rehear  and  Sasser  Ceremonies. 
Narrated  by  Trgvor  McDonald 
Only  £9.99  inc.  P&P. 

(Profits  to  Tribute  &  Promise  Charity) 

Write  to  PO  Box  2201,  Londoo  W1A  HJZ. 

Cheques  mode  poycMo  to  Evolutfons  VJ  Account. 


A  Perfect  Present 

For  faaiify  aod  Eiie&ds,  Ebr  the  dresss^;  table,  for  dir  band- 
bag.  VatbiB  sizes,  types  and  coious,  kidufing  a  Quid’s 


ed  in  the  Mason  Ftasoo  btodnoe.^ Write, 

pbooe  or  EaxforjoorEiweopy  and  bate  cars 


37  Old  Bond  Street  London  wlx  4hl 
Telephooe  0(1)71  «1 2613  Fax  0(1)71 499  6235. 

For  lUntag  oatanfly  eendiuned  kmr. 

MASON  DMRSON 

1  *  *  flit  Ctw  PdfUrL 


PERSONALISES  calenders 

*  amid  4  ravouriie  ptioloa  to 
make  into  a  colour  1996  calendar 
■onqlnab  rMurnedl.  S  monihv 
with  each  photo.  A4  size  •  £8.99. 
A3  Stae  £12  99  me  p*p.  Colour 
Pro**  Ud.  Head*  Noon  HaiL  Car¬ 
lisle  CA4  9AA.  01228  662323 


Sic  kID S 


for  ages  2D-12a 
Adntt-sizBd  space  boppefs, 
hscScnsus  games,  czazy  toys, 

noth  goodcs  and  loads  mom 


Cali  for  free  brochure  on 
01222  224-00  Fax  229SSS 
Open  10am  -  10pm  7  days 


Q.  hti  3  X7  hi  i  UUbl 
A.  UB  NfU  dn  -  U  Tnpra  byriL 


Offers  It's  Members 

M— oroble  tiWng  nproh  su 
oapB 

•  Dacomufininj  cards 

•  Bwd  bookup  na  pdrikao  dob 

•  Rqarottegptolj  touting 

■  lavations  to  teeddy  manl  cva4s 

•  ftnMfAasRoanepBrtyafeani 

■  CompTiicnUiy  obbty/ans^ 
cbnipme  1  tekded  ban 

Uaibcnbip  SceUSM 
2oRfs5jon 

Td  8171 917  SMS 
_  Fax  817]  486 1225 
IVIahBiMMniChb 

zu 


Books&Booz 


myaiyoorml 

(SFHOID)  PR8DH) 

osoovBQa 

ancoFm 

nwEavunr] 

HMCBOOC 

rttebam 


FRUIT. 
PRESSES  & 
CRUSHERS 

mtiNUj  wiod&nfrfa 
quo  pore,  Seth  juice.  A  mg* 
of  tmfiooaaL  qmfity 
iruidriin  mftabfo  for  juica, 
vrine  A  tids  Bttkmg. 
Piraaes  fr£55-f  earrime 


DRIVE 


THE  ULTIMATE 


Courtesy  of  The  National 

RahroyMussun,  yoiihsva 

the  unique  opportunity 
to  drive  the  nation’s 
most  powariU  tocomoOva, 
Duchess  of  Hamilton, 
on  Britain’s  only  Main 
Line  Steam  Railway  for 
Just  E350.  (United  spans) 
Other  Drive  e  Train 
Opportunities  start  at  BIBO. 

GREAT  CgCTBAL  RAILWAY 
UMGHBOftOUOt,  LDCtJltRBSg 

□B 

for  brochure  i  vowen  oeims 


TteOgfrol  arf  naduiMMl  teun  Fisherman's  wxWag  ahteL 

flDiaas.  Cream /Navy.  Cream/Red.  Creara/Grocn.  -  ' 
Crearo/Burgundy.  CrcomfRoyal  Blue  -  new  OOUXJK  "■  ■ 

-  _asssP4-3gT  iw-wt  xu4&-mxxL(5cn 

r^' Company  Dcpi  I  Tz~)~ 
iPU  Bra  15.  Bnuapion.  Cumbria.  CA8  IR6 


PORT  &  STILTON  £19.50  -  CHAMPAGNE  &  TRUFFLES  £24.99 

-  CHAMPAGNE  &  SALMON  £20.95 

LUXURY  CHRISTMAS  HAMPERS  FROM  £79.50.  CHRISTMAS  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 


nriT7>s. 


Ihe  Good  Food  Company 
ofHarefield  Ltd 

Ted:  01895  824001/825676 
or  Fax:  01895  825681 

'  Access  ■'  \’isa 

A  American  Express 


V 


V 


r/\A:  0171-782  7930 


Vv  .  £  I  I 


GIFTS  FOR  HIM 


F’SftJS,  W»WS 


GIFTS  FOR 
CHILDREN 


GIFTS  FOR  EVERYONE 


Vy 


BALLOON  flights 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


OAK  SMOKED  SCOTTISH 

SALMON 

Vcvaiiw  P&keJ, 
Superb  Quafay.  fa  faj 

*J*'»8  5drl2S50  MOBBa  ns® 
Mrffei  Fishery  Smokehouse, 

Ham  me  Ian*.  M.fljj. 

1  t  .  Tf,llrr  l,GJ0  *jL 
Tel:  101683]  ”|  J-JO 

Fjx.- fill 683) -'III** 

'*•  rnqumo  welcome 


FRESH  FLOWERS 
_ BY  POST 

10  Cwnawns  &  10  Freaaasri  I  75 
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GIFTS  FOR 
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The  Ideal  Gift 


All  at  one  price.  All  at  one  venue 

Buy  a  £99  Gift  Card  and  the  choice  la  yours. 

•  Sngto  Sealers  41  Saloon  Cars  a  Rally  Driving 
•  4x4  Off-Road  e  Road  SJrifls 


—  ‘  *  11  A  *  1  •  "  '  ICI9II  •" 


*  0  1  l  1  t  0  I  C  f 


W  Your 

WLOGAL 

Operator 


sir  -Dailoon 

iHigks 

Ow  aoo  altM  NaMoowMa 

caH  FREE  now 

0800  132090 

MPT  VOUCHERS 
AUJMim  OMDMT  CMHM 


THE  SELF  DRIVE  COLLECTION 

CLASSIC  CARS 

SS5RESS 

POKCWWIWBBA - O 50  FBMAIf  MUSIS 

«*,  Bbm  ofVAT.  n  ftfciiy  a  uoas  Mob%.  Ddnis  B+ 


UK's  loading  specialist  Driving  Cenfre 
Call  01327  B571 77  Now  •££&' 

Djb  VS4MCCeS87DMBOV4MBt 


besp@kes 

RESERVATIONS:  01  S 1  421  BABA 


"inn  1:101 


IC  miles  from  Jio  M40  12  miies  from  Ji5A  M 


PERSONALISED  DOORMATS 


K3C?^:=i  Ar,:E=.!!_M„ 

Skateboards 


tfiftfry ,  O  custom 
Jfg^  assemble 
•fc  from  latest 
| Ml-  top  quaRty 
component!. 
All  the  MM 
.■kata  shoes 
clothes  and 
1  snowboards  I 
DuFFs  -  Bum 
.Ran  B  ■  Dub 
WombInduothes 
On.  •  New  Dg*. 
Fifmcwt  ■  Stereo 


AIR  SPORTS 


Call  HSC  F?ss  "cr 


TOYS  for  BOYS 
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'Sw^bof',  6  Shot  repcoting 

.  rubbebbandgun 

I2i»di  borreL  Shoots  six 
snots  in  rapid  fire  succession  up 
to  25  feet.  Haws  of  Fun. 
Package  Kfades  12  mbberiMad 

Only  £8.95  ind  P&P. 
Extra  ammo  pack  (241 
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MAKE  THIS  A  HK3H  FLYING  CHRISTMAS! 
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W.  R.  P\SHI.EY  LIMITED 

HuiuIrJniilt  Iticyck-i  Erom  £299. 

'  (01789)  292263 . :  \ 
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-w  seas  Isis 

M  O  B  I  L  E 
PHOWE 

accessories 


leather  carry  cases  -  £9.90 

Standard  Battery  £19.90 
Long  Life  Battery  £24.90 
In-Car  Powercord  £15.90 
Charger  Conditioners  £40 
Hand  Free  Car  KHs  £75 
«u*  other  top  quality  accessories  direct 
trom  the  manufacturers  for  the  following 
phone  models: 


Ericsson.  Mercury..  Motorola.  NEC,  Nokia, 
Orange.  Orbitel  and  Sony. 


Call  7  days  a  week  10am  -  5pm 

0171  589  3335 

Isis,  120  King's  Road,  London,  SW3  4TH 

I§is  Keeps  you  talldns 


Tmapae  bemg  able  to  mate  fash,  twaMiy ) 


ADe^tirdy  yonjamnudoe 


iq>  your  own  iocfoesfinm 


Scented  Chrisrmas 


!'or*  &  S'in.on,  smoked  salmon  and  champagne,  hampers,  available  for 
worldwide  delivery  with  prices  from  £59  to  X'SOO.  Private  and  corporate 
enquiries  are  invited. 

Please  telephone  The  Antique  Wine  Company  01827  830707, 
fax  01827  830539  to  receive  colour  brochure. 
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BOOKS 


A  seasonal  sampling  of  the  1995  vintage  drink  guides;  plus  the  stars  of  teenage  fiction 


Raise  a  glass 
to  the  year’s 
headiest  titles 

Andrew  Barr  aspires  to  be  the  frighten  away  the  hiccups.  But  th 
drinking  man’s  thinker,  deeper  purpose  is  to  chart  the  trend 
Drink  (Bantam  Press,  of  drinking  down  the  centuries. 
£16.99).  is  as  all-embracing  Too  much  time,  Barr  reckons,  ha 


Andrew  Barr  aspires  to  be  the 
drinking  man’s  thinker. 
Drink  (Bantam  Press. 
£16.99).  is  as  all-embracing 
as  its  title.  Barr  takes  in  the  whole 
liquid  world  and  uses  it  as  a  floating 
base  for  anecdotes  leading  to  opin¬ 
ions.  generally  admirably  argued. 
There  is  tea,  which  came  into  fashion 
so  that  society  ladies  could  show  off 
their  china.  And  there  is  pernicious 
coffee.  Frederick  the  Great  would 
have  none  of  it,  and  reckoned  that  a 
coffee-drinking  army  could  be  relied 
upon  neither  to  endure  hardship  nor 
defeat  enemies. 

Coming  up  to  date.  Barr  ridicules 
the  coffee-bar  boom  of  the  1950s  and 
wonders  how  anybody  could  have 
made  money  out  of  teenagers  linger¬ 
ing  for  hours  over  a  cappuccino,  nine- 
penn’orth  of  frothy-  milk  with  a 
dusting  of  chocolate.  Hie  Italians 
have  always  got  it  right  by  making 
coffee  swillers  stand  up  at  the 
counter,  it  moves  them  out  quickly. 

There  are  soft  drinks.  Keep  clear  of 
these,  especially  on  licensed  premi¬ 
ses.  The  Consumers  Association  reck¬ 
oned  that  the  average  pub  price  of  a 
pint  of  orange  juice  was  £237  —  and 
that  was  in  1989.  Barr  is  properly 
cynical  about  the  vogue  for  mineral 
water  in  Britain,  where  the  consump¬ 
tion  has  risen  ten  times  in  as  many 
years.  What  is  the  logic  of  paying 
more  for  a  bottle  of  water,  than  for  a 
pint  of  milk? 

Once  on  alcohol,  Andrew  Barr 
really  gets  going.  He  has  the  imbib¬ 
er's  love  of  anecdote  and  heroes.  His 
“informal  social  history ”,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  remembers  John  Mytton.  Regen¬ 
cy  buck  and  six-bortles-of-port-a-day 
man  who  set  fire  to  his  nightshirt  to 


frighten  away  the  hiccups.  But  the 
deeper  purpose  is  to  chart  the  trends 
of  drinking  down  the  centuries. 

Too  much  time,  Barr  reckons,  has 
been  spent  under  the  subjugation  of 
political  and  ideological  nannies.  The 
recent  long-overdue  reform  in  licens¬ 
ing  laws  is  welcomed,  but  otherwise 
the  outlook  is  bleak.  Take  no  solace  in 
the  rise  of  wine-drinking  In  the  late 
1980s.  This  is  simply  the  result  of  the 
supermarkets  turning  the  stuff  into 
another  household  product 

Support  for  the  Barr  view  comes  in 
the  plethora  of  cheap-and-cheerful 
wine  and  spirit  guides  this  Christ¬ 
mas.  Tom  Stevenson's  Super  Booze 
1996.  The  Definitive  Guide  to  Super¬ 
market  Drink  (Faber.  £4.99)  and 
Judy  Ridgway’s  Best  Wine  Buys  in 
the  High  Street  (Foulsham.  £4.99) 
are  among  them. 

Hus  is  the  new  50p-off  culture, 
aided  and  abetted  by  the  marketing 
men  out  to  invent  alcoholic  drinks 
tasting  tike  a  stick  of  candy  at  first 
gulp.  Lovers  of  Malibu  will  not  find 
much  solace  in  Stevenson.  There  is 
only  a  20p  difference  per  bottle  in  the 
12  supermarkets  surveyed.  More 
serious  Pernod  tipplers  will  learn  that 
Safeway  undercuts  Sains  bury  by 
£150. 

Barr  might  have  spared  a  thought 
for  the  work  done  by  Jancis  Robin¬ 
son.  our  new  headmistress  of  vane. 
There  is  not  a  great  deal  in  Jancis 
Robinson's  Wine  Course  (BBC 
Books,  £19.99)  which  is  not  already  in 
her  Oxford  Companion  to  Wine , 
only  a  tenner  more  and  far  and  away 
the  best  book  on  drink  published  last 
year.  But  Wine  Course  looks  pretty, 
and  the  opening  chapters  offer  sound 
advice  to  the  beginner.  The  art  of 


Jancis  Robinson,  the  "headmistress  of  wine'*,  warns  against  all  drink  in  odd-shaped  bottles 


bringing  a  present  for  your  host  has  a 
section  on  "wines  to  blush  about”, 
and  wants  against  all  drink  in  funny, 
asymmetrical  bottles. 

And  so  to  the  bar.  That,  according 
to  Drink,  used  to  be  the  publican’s 


the  Crooked  Billet  at  Stoke  Row.  near 
HenJey.  , 

No  entry  for  this  in  The  Good  Beer 
Guide  1996  (CAMRA  Books.  £9.99). 
although  Stoke  Row  is  there.  Other¬ 
wise  the  advice  is  generally  good  and 


office,  and  so  the  one  place  in  the  pub  the  symbols  useful.  Look  for  the  Q 


to  which  the  public  was  not  admitted. 
The  tradition  still  exists,  he  says,  in 


sign,  denoting  pubs  free  of  piped 
music  and  electronic  games.  There 


are  a  modest  number  of  establish¬ 
ments  with  no-smoking  areas  and. 
thankfully,  no  recommendations  for 
the  latest  excrescence  of  the  licensed 
trade,  the  mock-lrish  theme  pub 
called  Beasti e  O’Shaggs,  or  some¬ 
thing  similar. 

John  Higgins 


Forget  the  cosy  endings,  this  is  kid’s  stuff 


THE  chill  of  stone-cold  real¬ 
ism  lingers  in  teenage  fiction 
but  authenticity  mixed  with 
the  warmth  of  humour  makes 
Tango's  Baby  by  Martin 
Waddell  (Walker.  £8.99)  the 
best  told  novel  of  the  year.  The 
theme  is  not  new;  the  quality  is 
in  the  handling. 

An  unlikely  love  affair  be¬ 
tween  popular  but  irritating 
Crystal  O'Leary,  in  her  last 
year  at  school,  and  Brian 
Tangello.  described  as  one  of 
life’s  losers,  and  known  as 
Tango,  results  in  a  pregnancy. 
Crystal  “sits  back  and  waits 
for  it  all  to  happen”  according 
to  one  school  friend:  “babies, 
houses,  jobs  . . .  Her  Tango 
was  going  to  smooth  it  all  out, 
no  bother".  Meanwhile, 
“everything  seemed  to  wash 


over  Tango  without  disturb- 
ing  his  brain.  But  that  is  not 
the  way  it  was." 

Somewhere  behind  the  owl¬ 
like  glasses,  the  proud  father 
is  building  doomed  hopes  for 
the  future.  Tango’s  Baby  has 
the  virtue  of  spreading  reac¬ 
tions  between  friends  who 
relate  events  with  energising 
honesty.  “It's  a  feature  of 
Tango’s  story,"  says  one,  “that 
people  could  see  his  problems 
coming  and  kept  trying  to  help 
him,  but  it  never  seemed  to 
work  out  the  way  they 
intended.” 

InTheBabyandtheFlyPie 

(Puffin.  £3.99),  a  baby  is  once 
again  pivotal  to  the  plot 
Written  by  Melving  Burgess, 
a  new  and  powerful  talent 
who  offers  few  easy  solutions. 


the  story  is  about  the  discovery 
of  a  kidnapped  baby  by  three 
orphans  who  survive  by 
sorting  through  rubbish  tips. 
Hoping  to  claim  the  reward 
and  start  a  new  life  if  they  can 
return  the  baby  safely  to  its 
parents,  the  rescuers  experi¬ 
ence  surreal  adventures  wor¬ 
thy  of  J.G.  Ballard.  Inspired 
by  tile  shanty  children  of 
South  America.  This  forceful 
story  is  told  with  flair,  warmth 
and  humour. 

For  readers  in  the  12-14  age 
group,  Burgess's  first  novel. 
The  Cry  of  the  Wolf  (Puffin 
£3.99),  about  a  wolf  under 
threat  from  a  fanatical  hunter, 
is  high  on  emotional  tension. 
In  it,  author  becomes  wolf. 

Wolfecho  by  Roger  S. 
Green  (Oxford.  £5.99)  is  less 


CAT  LOVERS  CAN  WIN  A  PURRFECT  CALENDER  FOR  1996 


about  wolves  than  wolfish' 
tricks,  which  occur  in  this 
stimulating  time-slip  of  hist¬ 
ory.  The  1 3-year-old  Scot  es¬ 
capes  the  frustrations  of  dty 
life  and  his  frightful  father  by 
stumbling  into  the  fresher  but 
more  threatening  air  of  the 
Norman  Conquest.  Historical 
fiction  may  not  ring  excitingly 
in  the  ears  of  today's  children, 
but  Wolfecho.  with  its  tension 
between  a  stifled  present  and 
the  bloodbath  of  the  past 
must  surely  be  this  year’s  most 
readable  exception. 

In  contrast  to  the  prevailing 
climate  of  drama  and  sus¬ 
pense.  Beyond  the  Orchid 
House,  by  Ruth  Elwin  Harris 
(Walker,  £3.99),  is  a  dreamily 
charming  family  saga  set  in 
the  sheltering  boundaries  of 
prewar  Somerset  Unmarried 
and  politically  unaware 
Gwen,  third  of  the  four  Purcell 
sisters,  is  given  a  collection  of 
rare  orchids  which,  signifi¬ 
cantly.  take  more  cosseting 
than  most  humans.  Vivid  de¬ 
scriptions  of  the  Quantocks. 
Gwen’s  dead  fiancd  and  a 
devious  nephew  ensue  until, 
in  1936.  her  eyes  are  opened  to 
menace  on  a  visit  to  Germany. 

Jan  Mark  can  transform  an 
ordinary  set  of  circumstances 


Gerda  and  Kay  in 
The  Snow  Queen 

into  a  witty  and  original  story. 
In  A  Hoc  Summer  Knight 
(Viking.  £10.99).  Grace  lives  in 
a  world  that  is  shrinking 
daily.  Hie  last  of  six  —  “She 
had  come  too  late"  —  she  is 
never  allowed  out  of  the  estate 
on  her  own.  Everything 
changes  for  the  better  when 
Grace,  thinking  she  has  spot¬ 
ted  a  ghostly  knight  through  a 
telescope,  joins  a  Sealed  Knot 
group  where  danger  is  only  a 
game.  Would  that  there  were 
always  such  happy  solutions. 

Spooky  stories  of  the  sup?r- 
na turaJ  are  currently  popular, 
and  The  Fear  Man  by  Ann 
Halam  (Orion  £9.99),  with 


echoes  of  Mary  Shelley's 
Frankenstein .  is  the  best  ex¬ 
ample  to  come  my  way  this 
year.  In  this,  it  is  Andrei’s 
mother  with  her  nocturnal 
habits  and  unsettled  lifestyle 
who  at  first  appears  “severely 
unusual".  Later,  it  becomes 
dear  that  others  in  the  family 
have  unsuspected  links  with 
the  supernatural.  So.  when  the 
door  of  their  house  reveals  “a 
grey  thing,  like  a  thin  grey 
caterpillar,  wriggling  along 
the  crack  above  the  lock",  14- 
year-old  Andrei  knows  what 
to  do. 

Hans  Christian  Andersen's 
The  Snow  Queen,  brilliantly 
illustrated  by  P  J.  Lynch  (Red 
Fox.  £4.99)  is  one  which 
reaches  into  our  times.  Re¬ 
member  the  story?  Kay  and 
Gerda  play  happily  together 
until  a  shard  of  mirror  enters 
Kay’s  eye.  turning  his  heart  to 
ice.  Only  the  terrible  Snow 
Queen,  made  entirely  of  glit¬ 
tering  snow  and  ice.  has 
meaning  for  him.  It  is  not  until 
Gerda  folds  him  in  the  palace 
of  ice  that  her  hot.  bitter  tears 
melt  his  heart  Was  Andersen 
writing  the  Charles  and  Di 
story? 

Maureen  Owen 


500  Whiskas  cat 
calendars  to  be  won 


The  Times,  in  association  with  Whiskas,  has 
500  copies  of  the  Whiskas  1996  calendar, 
worth  £5.50  each,  for  you  to  win.  In  foil 
colour  and  with  12  different  feline 
photographs  of  cute  cats,  the  calendar  has  a 
year  planner,  and  the  winners  will  also 
receive  eight  postcards  of  the  photographs. 

it  is  not  known  exactly  when  cats  first 
became  domesticated  and  our  symbiotic 
relationship  with  these  once  wild  creatures 
began,  but  now  the  world  is  dearly  divided 
into  cat  lovers  and  the  rest. 

Aesop  wrote  fables  about  them, 
insinuating  they  were  not  to  be  trusted,  and 
they  are  invariably  portrayed  as  a  witch’s 
essential  accessory.  But  for  people  who  are 
besotted  by  the  beasts,  and  convinced  they 
have  a  profound  understanding  of  human 
nature,  they  are  a  source  of  pleasure. 


Simply  wTite  the  answer  to  the  following 
question,  on  a  postcard  or  the  back  of  a 
sealed  envelope; 

What  is  ID  Downing  Streets  cat  called? 

Post  your  answer,  with  your  name  and 
address,  to; 

The  Times/Cat  Calendar  Competition. 

FO  Box  8382.  London  SE7  7ZG.  The  closing 
date  is  Monday.  December  18. 1995.  The 
winners  will  be 

chosen  from  r^- - 

the  first  500  Q^n^L.  r-\ 

correct  answers  \vf  r  X  )k » 

chaseji 

ai  random.  N - 


The  Times /Dillons  Bestsellers 

|  HARDBACK  _ 1 

Last 

No. 

wwk  weeks 

1 

DELIA  SMITH'S  WINTER  COLLECTION  Delia  Smith  (BBC) 

£15.99 

1 

7 

2 

IMMEDIATE  ACTION  Andy  McNab  (Bantam) 

£15.99 

2 

5 

3 

1  AM  SPOCK  Leonard  Nimoy  (Century) 

£16.99 

0 

I 

4 

X  FILES  BOOK  OF  THE  UNEXPLAINED  Vol  1  (Simon  6  Schuster) 

£15.99 

6 

4 

5 

THE  GHOST  ROAD  Pat  Barker  (Viking) 

£15 

4 

3 

6 

MASKERADE  Terry  Pratchett  ( Gollana) 

£15. 99 

3 

5 

7 

COME  TO  GRIEF  Dick  Francis  (Michael  Joseph) 

£15.99 

8 

12 

8 

ENIGMA  Robert  Harris  (Hutchinson) 

£15.99 

7 

10 

9 

THE  MAYAN  PROPHECIES  A.G.  Gilbert  and  M.M.  CotiercU  (Element; 

£16.99 

0 

I 

10 

FROM  POTTER'S  FIELD  Patricia  Cornwell  (Little  Brown) 

£15-99 

10 

9 

j  PAPERBACK  | 

1 

INTERESTING  TIMES  Terry  Pratchett  (Corgi) 

E4.99 

1 

4 

2 

LONG  WALK  TO  FREEDOM  Nelson  Mandela  (Little  Brown) 

£5.99 

3 

7 

3 

THE  MAKING  OF  PRIDE  AND  PREJUDICE 

Sue  Birtwistle  &  Susy  Conklin  (Penguin) 

£6.99 

2 

5 

4 

WRITING  HOME  Alan  Bennett  (Faber) 

E7.99 

7 

8 

5 

WILD  HORSES  Dick  Frauds  (Pan) 

£5.99 

12 

3 

6 

REGENERATION  Pal  Barker  (Penguin) 

£5.99 

8 

3 

7 

THE  LAST  HUMAN  Doug  Naylor  (Penguin) 

£5.99 

4 

4 

8 

SNOW  FALLING  ON  CEDARS  David  Gutcrson  (Bloomsbury) 

E5L99 

6 

11 

9 

SEVENTH  SCROLL  WDbur  Smith  (Papermac) 

E9.99 

10 

2 

10 

A-Z  OF  BEHAVING  BADLY  Simon  Nye  (Pavilion) 

£7.99 

0 

I 

II 

SUPERPLONK  %  Malcolm  Gluck  (Coronet) 

£4.99 

0 

1 

12 

PEMBERLEY  Emma  Tennant  (Sceptre) 

£5.99 

16 

2 

13 

FLASHMAN  AND  THE  ANGEL  OF  THE  LORD 

George  MacDonald  Fraser  (HarperCollins) 

E5.99 

14 

2 

14 

EYE  IN  THE  DOOR  Pat  Barker  (Penguin) 

£5.99 

11 

3 

15 

PRIDE  AND  PREJUDICE  (TV  tie-in)  Jane  Austen  (Penguin) 

E2.99 

9 

S 

16 

UNOFFICIAL  X-FILES  COMPANION  Ngaire  Genge  (Macmillan) 

£9.99 

0 

1 

17 

THE  GIFT  Danielle  Steel  (Corgi) 

£4.99 

19 

3 

18 

POLITICALLY  CORRECT  HOLIDAY  STORIES  James  Finn  Garner  (Simon 

8  Schuster] 

£6.99 

0 

1 

19 

FAR  SIDE  GALLERY  No  5  Gary  Larson  (Warner) 

E8.99 

0 

1 

20 

DAUGHTERS  OF  CAIN  Colin  Dexter  (Pan) 

E4.99 

0 

1 

•  -  ~  -  .... 

_ _ _  — 

..  — 

_ _ _ 

Readers’ 

verdict 

David  Hooper  on  the  titles 
walking  out  of  his  bookstore 


INDUSTRY  hype,  the  critics 
and  word  of  mouth  have  all 
had  their  say  on  foe  titles 
released  this  year,  and  the 
public  is  finally  delivering  its 
verdict  cm  the  most  desirable 
books  of  1995. 

Fiction  is  dominated  cty 
three  works  of  quality.-  This 
year’s  Booker  Prize  winner. 
The  Ghost  Road  by  Pat 
Barker,  leads  the  field  over 
Salman  Rushdie'S  universal¬ 
ly  applauded  The  Moor's 
in st  Sigh  and  Umberto 
Eco’s  The  Island  Of  The  Day 
Before. 

Among  other  popular 
hardback  novels,  Sophie's 
World  by  Jostein  Gaarder  is 
remarkable,  despite  its  sub¬ 
ject  matter — a  potted  history 
of  Western  philosophy  for 
the  teenager. 

The  flood  of  attention  that. 
Nicholas  Evans  has  received 
over  his  advance  for  The 
Horse  Whisperer  is  generat¬ 
ing  sufficient  sales  to  recoup 
some  of  die  publisher’s  in¬ 
vestment  Follow  Your 
Heart  try  Susan  Tamaro  has 
achieved  prominence 
through  the  zealotry  with 
which  Kensington  ladies  buy 
it  for  each  other,  whereas 
Nick  Hornby's  funny  High 
Fidelity  appeals  to  ayounger 
readership. 

Two  works  of  suspense 
fiction  justly  outsell  the  rest 
Enigma  by  Robert  Harris 
and  Betrayal  by  Dare  Fran¬ 
cis.  Meanwhile,  adventure 
fiction  seems  to  have  lost  its 
ground  to  the  autobiogra¬ 
phies  of  two  Gulf  War 
veterans.  In  Immediate  Ac¬ 
tion,  Andy  McNab  spills  the 
beans  on  his  life  in  the  SAS. 
and  in  A  Soldier's  Way  Colin 
Powell  presents  a  behind- 
the-scenes  view  of  Washing¬ 
ton  life.  Three  other 
particularly  fine  hardbacks 
biographies  have  reached  a 
wide  audience.  Palimpsest: 
A  Memoir,  from  Gore  Vidal; 
Albert  Speer.  His  Battle 
With  Truth  by  Gitta  Sereny. 
and  The  Railway  Man  by 
Eric  Lomax. 

Nelson  Mandela’s  autobi¬ 
ography.  Long  Walk  To 
Freedom,  is  edipsed  by  the 
adventures  of  two  newlywed 
aristocrats  and  their  man¬ 
servant  Perhaps  only  in 
Kensington  could  To  War 
With  Whitaker .  the  Second 
World  War  diaries  of  the 
Countess  of  Ranfurly.  chall¬ 
enge  Alan  Bennett's  Writing 
Home  for  the  position  of  top 
paperback  biography. 

Twin  billing  as  both  a 
work  of  fiction  and  a  self- 
help  book  have  no  doubt 
aided  sales  of  Paula  Coelho’s 


The  Alchemist,  a  resonant, 
fabulous  story  designed  to 
^oad  the  reader  into  active 
pursuit  of  their  dreams.  Nei¬ 
ther  fiction  nor  exactly  fact  is 
Adrian  G.  Gilbert  and  Mau¬ 
rice  M.  CottereU’s  The  Ma¬ 
yan  Prophecies .  One  of  its 
5.000-year-old  predictions  is 
that  the  world  will  end  in 
2012,  which  leaves  several 
years  to  eat,  drink,  and  be 
merry.  Two  restaurants 
share  their  recipe  for  these 
activities  in  Quaglino’s:  The 
Cookbook  by  Richard 
Whittington  and  Martin 
Webb  and  The  River  Cafe 
Cookbook  by  Rose  Gray  and 
Ruth  Rogers.  Despite  the 
fact  that  Delia  Smith's  Win¬ 
ter  Collection  outsells  its 
nearest  rival  four  to  one, 
some  other  television  tie-ins 
are  selling  briskly  too,  nota¬ 
bly  Rick  Stem's  Taste  Of  The 
Sea  and  Jancis  Robinson's 
Wine  Course. 

Seducing  buyers  with 
packaging  are  1JD00  Nudes 
ftaschen).  which  resembles 
a  gold  brick,  and  the  new. 
16th  edition  of  The  Story  of 
Art  by  E.H.Gombrich  re¬ 
sembling  a  stone  slab. 

Two  popular  history  hard¬ 
backs  this  year  are  The 
Romanovs:  The  Final  Chap¬ 
ter  by  Robert  K.  Massie, 
and  Constantinople:  City  of 
World's  Desire  1453-1924  by 
Philip  Mansel,  which  re¬ 
flects  on  the  city's  uniquely 
strategic  and  symbolic  im¬ 
portance.  In  pa  per  bade,  Eric 
Hobsbawm  offers  his  over¬ 
view  of  this  century  in  Age  of 
Extremes,  and  Theodore 
Zeldin  gives  us  An  Intimate 
History  of  Humanity.  No¬ 
body  ‘could  be  as  excited 
about  the  world’s  technologi¬ 
cal  future  as  Bill  Gates,  who 
shares  his  vision  in  The 
Road  Ahead. 

FAVOURITE  books  for 
children  this  year  are  Lucy 
Cousins’s  funny  and  charm¬ 
ing  pop-up  Mai&s  House, 
and  tiie  irreverent  The 
Queen’s  Knickers  by  Nicho¬ 
las  Allan.  Hutchinson's 
Treasure  of  Chldren’s  Liter¬ 
ature.  edited  by  Alison  Sage, 
is  proving  popular. 

Finally,  sales  would 
indicate  that  the  books  you 
may  expect  to  see  in  a 
friend’s  loo  are  The  Faber 
Book  of  Science  edited  by 
John  Carey.  Notes  From  a 
Small  Island  tty  Bill  Bryson 
and  The  Making  of  Pride 
and  Prejudice  by  Sue 
Birtwhistle. 

•  The  author  is  manager  of 
Waterstone's,  193  Kensington 
High  Street.  London  WS. 


Quite  simply, 

' Gerald  Seymour  is  the  finest 
thriller  writer  in  the  world. 9 


DAILY  TELEGRAPH 


Out  now  in  paperback, 
his  powerful  new  novel 

‘ Unmissable 

SUNDAYTIMES 
■  HarperColiins/^per&flflfey 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  9  1995 


BOOKS  9 


Sunset 


Phoenix  has  responded  to  Penguin’s  60p  paperbacks  by  releasing  another  50  tiny  titles  including  works  by  Epicurus  and  H,G.  Wells 


over 

Malory 

■  THE  PRINCE 
AND  THE  PILGRIM 
By  Mary  Stewart 
( ff odder#  Stoughton.  £15.99) 

AT  LAST.  Eleven  years  have 
passed  since  Mary  Stewart’s 
last  book  in  the  Merlin  trilogy, 
and  here  is  a  sunset  touch,  a 
story  originating  in  Malory 
and  also  one  of  her  own  books, 
in  which  Mordred  encounters 
a  wandering  priest  and  a 
young  girL 

Together  with  a  friend’s 
comment,  “Everybody  has 
their  own  grail",  these  ele¬ 
ments  have  come  together  in 
The  Prince  and  the  Pilgrim. 
We  have  two  attractive  young 
people  making  their  way  to¬ 
wards  each  other,  Alexander 
is  the  son  of  Baudouin.  prince 
of  Cornwall,  younger  brother 
to  King  March  and  nephew  to 
Drustan,  The  king  murders 
his  brother  in  a  jealous  rage, 
and  Alexander  and  his  mother 
escape  to  live  in  exile.  Alexan¬ 
der  is  brought  up  to  expect  a 
return  to  his  heritage  and  to 
avenge  his  father’s  death, 

Alice  is  the  beautiful  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Duke  Ansirus.  a  devout 
man  given  to  pilgrimage.  Alice 
was  only  five  when  she  first 
went  to  Jerusalem,  but  the 
next  pilgrimage  is  to  Tours,  in 
Gaul.  The  internecine  strife 
between  the  four  brothers  who 
inherited  from  King  Clovis 
provides  a  dangerous  back¬ 
ground  to  Alice's  story. 

Alexander  sets  out  to  make 
his  fortune,  but  is  kidnapped 
by  Queen  Morgan.  Nominally 
she  is  the  king's  prisoner,  but 
is  enjoying  a  comfortable  cap¬ 
tivity,  plotting  with  younger 
knights  against  Arthur.  She 
wants  the  grail.  Alice  and  her 
father  have  saved  a  jewelled 
cup  from  the  wreckage  of 
Gaul.  Is  it  the  grail? 

The  Holy  Grail  is  an  im¬ 
mortal  story,  and  one  which 
has  occupied  many  writers. 
Alice  takes  the  sensible  view: 
would  Our  Lord  have  used  an 
immensely  valuable  cup  at  the 
Last  Supper? 

It  is  a  gentle  love  story  of  a 
happy  marriage,  and  a  happy 
return  far  readers  of  Stewart 

PhiltppaToomey 


GIVE 

A  LITTLE 

LOVE 


Make  the  world  a  better 
place  this  CHrisrma&-- 
Give  A  SimpL?  Path, 
Mother  Teresa's 


timeless 
message 
of  hope  and 
compassion 
to  someone 
you  love. 


MOTHER 

TERESA 

❖ 

A  SIMPLE 

PA  T  H 

Tull  of  wisdom...” 
Paul  Johnson, 

Doily  Mad 

“A  great  inspiration” 
Evening  Herald, 

J Dublin 

ONLY  £9.99  BRP 
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THE  next  boat  battle  of  the 
Nineties  will  be  the  Battle  of 
the  Sixties.  Thar  is  to  say.  the 
battle  of  the  little  bOp  books 
which  are  currently  flooding 
the  bookshops. 

It  began  last  summer  when 
Penguin  Books  brought  out  60 
of  these  mini  tomes  to  cele¬ 
brate  its  60th  anniversary. 
They  were  a  remarkable  and 
unexpected  success  —  unex-' 
peered  even  by  Penguin.  let 
alone  by  the  other  publishers, 
who,  like  Anthony  Cheerham. 
the  chief  executive  of  the  Orion 
publishing  group,  thought 
they  were  “a  bit  of  Penguin 
self-indulgence”. 

But  while  he  was  on  holiday 
in  September.  Mr  Cheerham 
told  me.  it  became  dear  that 
Penguin  “had  not  invented  a 
gimmick  but  discovered  a 
market".  He  felt  it  was  worth 
throwing  down  a  challenge  to 
them  —  and  he  wondered  how 
many  other  publishers  were 
thinking  the  same  thing  at 
that  moment.  He  would  have 
to  be  the  next  in  the  ring  —  to 
be  the  third  would  be 
disastrous. 

So  as  soon  as  he  got  back  to 


Lilliputians  swamp  the  shops 


London  he  mustered  his 
forces.  Most  of  the  editorial 
staff  at  Orion  were  sent 
starching  for  good  subjects  for 
a  50- volume  series  in  the  same 
style  as  the  Penguin  Sixties  las 
they  are  called).  Cheetham’s 
new  cohorts  would  be  called 
Phoenix  bOp  Paperbacks. 

This  week,  after  a  lightning 
operation.  32  million  copies  of 
the  50  books  hit  the 
bookshops.  Titles  such  as 
Marcus  Aurelius's  Medita¬ 
tions  did  unusually  well  for 
Penguin,  so  there  is  a  "science 
and  philosophy"  Ust  of  ten 
which  indudes  A  Guide  to 
Happiness  by  Epicurus  and 
77ie  Communist  Manifesto  by 
Marx  and  Engels. 

Also  in  this  section  is  a  mini 
book  about  the  Greek  philoso¬ 
phers.  based  on  the  recent 
bestseller  for  young  people, 
Sophie's  World ,  by  J  ostein 
Gaarder.  This  was  edited  by 
Mr  CheethanfS  14-y  ear-old 
daughter.  Emma,  who  deftly 


CfciARLtS  * 

FDARWIN 

NATORAl  selection 
Phoenix  60p  Paperbacks:  competing  with  the  “seven  and  a  bit  million”  sold  by  Penguin 


snipped  away  the  fictional  bits 
about  little  Sophie  and  pro¬ 
duced  a  self-contained  book. 

Authors  knuckled  down  to 
speed  the  series  along.  Two  of 
the  titles  in  the  ten-book 
history/biography  section  are 
Thatchers  Fall,  taken  from 
the  Alan  Clark  diaries,  and 
Churchill:  Embattled  Hero 


from  the  subversive  Eminent 
Churckillians  by  the  young 
historian  Andrew  Roberts. 
Both  Clark  and  Roberts  of¬ 
fered  to  make  a  new  book 
themselves  out  of  the  relevant 
chapters. 

There  are  three  other  ten- 
book  sections  in  the  Phoenix 
collection:  fiction,  poetry,  and 


literature  of  passion.  They 
indude  H.G.  Wells’s  The 
Time  Machine,  Samuel  Tay¬ 
lor  Coleridges  The  Rime  of 
the  Ancient  Mariner  and  a 
selection  of  Catullus's  poems 
called  From  Bed  to  Bed. 

But  what  are  Phoenix  60p 
Paperbacks  up  against?  Tony 
Lacey,  the  publishing  director 


at  Penguin,  told  me  just  how 
successful  its  enterprise  has 
been  so  far.  It  has  sold  “seven 
and  a  bit  million"  copies  to  the 
bookshops  —  all  firm  sales, 
with  no  “sale  or  return” 
clause,  it  printed  125.000 
copies  of  each  of  the  60  tides, 
and  has  already  done  reprints 
of  some  of  them,  ft  also  offered 
boxed  sets  of  all  60  tides  at  140 
(which  of  course  means  pay¬ 
ing  £4  for  the  box).  The  first 
7,000  boxes  were  immediately 
sold  out,  and  it  has  had  a 
9,000-box  reprint 

Its  range  of  subjects,  like  the 
Phoenix  range,  is  mainly 
drawn  from  good  literature. 
This  is  not  a  downmarket 
venture,  unless  short  books 
are  themselves  downmarket, 
as  some  people  may  feel.  The 
Marcus  Aurelius  title  has 
already  sold  129,000  copies. 

But  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  top  sellers  so  far  are  at  the 
lighter  end  of  the  Ust.  The 
current  leader  is  James  Her¬ 


itors  Seven  Yorkshire  Tales  at 
149.000  copies,  hotly  pursued 
by  Dick  Francis’s  Racing 
Classics  at  148,000.  Running 
equal  at  131.000  are  Gunner 
Milligan,  954024  by  Spike 
Milligan.  Oscar  Wilde's  The 
Happy  Prince,  and  Paul 
Theroux’s  Down  the  Yangtse. 
Martin  Amis  is  in  sixth  place 
with  God’s  Dice. 

But  Penguin  is  not  stopping 
there.  It  is  releasing  into  the 
shops  a  further  £0  titles.  These 
constitute  a  new  60p  series. 
“Penguin  60s  Classics”,  based 
on  its  existing  “Penguin 
Classics”  series.  They  range 
from  Aristophanes’  Lysistrata 
and  Meeting  Dr  Johnson  by 
James  Boswell,  to  Henry 
James’s  Lesson  of  the  Master 
and  Rimbaud's  A  Season  in 
Hell . 

So  there  will  soon  be  170  of 
these  easy-to-buy  book-bites 
on  display.  Our  bookshops  are 
turning  into  Lilli  put  land.  Let 
us  hope  that  the  grand  old 
Gullivers  of  the  shelves  are  not 
in  the  end  overwhelmed  by  the 
Lilliputians. 

Derwent  May 


Epitaph  for  a  generation 


Churchill’s  funeral  January  30, 1965:  “the  final  act  in  Britain’s  greatness”  wrote  Patrick  O’Donovan 


Magnus  Linklater 

on  the  insouciance 


and  arrogance  of 
Sixties  journalism 

NOTHING  has  changed.  Good  writ¬ 
ing  still  springs  off  the  page.  But  is  It 
memorable,  as  we  think  it  used  to  be? 
Do  today's  young  journalists  have 
their  hero  scribes,  swap  favourite 
phrases,  worry  whether  old  so-and-so 
is  beginning  to  lose  his  touch?  I  hope 
so.  It  would  be  nice  to  think  that  in  30 
years’  time  someone  could  put  together 
a  book  called  In  the  Nineties  as  good  as 
this  one. 

Irs  hard,  of  course,  to  be  objective 
about  the  Sixties,  a  decade  now 
drenched  in  nostalgia.  Was  it  really  a 
golden  era  of  journalism  or  just  the 
wistful  memory  of  a  few  deluded  old 
hacks?  Ray  Connolly  is  tn  no  doubt  He 
believes  that  the  “writing  that  captured 
a  decade”  was  one  of  “great  idealism 
and  startling  creativity”. 

There  are  certainly  journalistic 
classics  here.  They  include  Humphrey 
Tyler  at  Sharpevflle,  James  Cameron 
on  tire  Kennedy  assassination.  Patrick 
O’Donovan  at  Churchill’s  funeral,  and 
Nicholas  Tomalin  in  Vietnam.  This 
last  piece.  “The  General  Goes  Zapping 
Charlie  Cong”,  which  had  such  an 
impact  when  Tomaiin  first  filed  it  for 
The  Sunday  Times,  is  even  better  than 
I  had  remembered.  The  combination  of 
jocularity  and  horror  captures  die 
essence  of  that  war.  the  last  where  such 
untrammelled  reporting  was  possible. 

“I  don’t  know  how  you  think  about 
war.”  the  general  tells  Tomaiin,  as  he 
guns  down  fleeing  Vietcong  with  his 
personal  M-I6  carbine.  “The  way  I  see 
it,  I’m  just  like  any  other  company 
boss,  gingering  up  the  boys  all  the 
time,  except  l  don’t  make  money. 


I  just  kill  people,  and  save  lives.” 

Is  this  Sixties  journalism?  1  suspect  it 
is  just  very  good  journalism.  The  best 
of  the  material  reflects  certain  basic 
rules  which  have  always  governed  the 
craft:  attention  to  detail,  good  quotes,  a 
sense  of  place.  Some  of  it  is.  of  course,  a 
part  of  Sixties  history,  like  William 
Mann,  the  music  critic  of  The  Times. 
writing  about  the  Beatles’  “flat  subme¬ 
diant  key  switches”.  William  Rees- 
Mogg  on  the-  Rolling  Stones  drug-bust 
—  “who  Breaks  a  Butterfly  on  a 
Wheel?” — or  Maureen  Geave  quoting 
John  Lennon.  “We’re  more  popular 
chan  Jesus  now.” 

Others  are  thrilling  to  read  because 
of  the  events  themselves:  Hugh 
McTlvanney  on  the  1966  World  Cup 
Final,  as  good  as  any  of  Buchan  or 


■  IN  THE  SIXTIES 
Edited  by  Ray  Connolly 

(Pavilion  £16.99) 

Kipling’s  sporting  tales:  David  Leitch 
inside  Khe  Sanh  as  terrified  LIS 
soldiers  wait  for  it  to  fall;  Tony. 
Geraghty  on  Aberfan,  a  sparse  and 
moving  account  of  death  and  disaster. 

But  mere  is  something  here  that  may 
indeed  be  of  its  time:  a  sense  that  good 
writing  is  being  given  its  head*  that 
newspapers  are  in  sympathy  with  the 
journalist  rather  than  the  market 
Kenneth  Tynan,  at  The  Lady 
Chatterley  trial,  circles  Mervyn  Grif- 
fiths-Jones,  the  prosecuting  counsel, 
wiih  leisurely  precision:  “high-cheek¬ 
boned.  and  poker-backed  ...  a  voice 
passionate  only  in  disdain,  but  barbed 


with  a  belief  in  convention":  Maurice 
Richardson's  description  of  the  Moors 
murder  trial  (“If  those  two  were  sane, 
they’d  have  gone  mad  long  ago”),  is 
head  and  shoulders  above  anything  I 
have  read  about  the  West  case. 

Not  everything  stands  up.  John 
Crosby’s  famous  piece  on  Swinging 
London  now  looks  dated.  The  Sunday 
Times  Insight  is  ponderous  on 
Profumo.  Germaine  Greer  has  written 
better  since  then. 

By  and  large,  however,  this  is  as 
good  a  collection  as  I  have  read  since 
John  Carey’S  Faber  Book  of Reportage. 
There  is  a  journalistic  insouciance 
about  it,  an  arrogance  even,  which 
suggests  an  era  that  had  cheek.  That 
seems  to  have  been  lost  But  perhaps  I 
am  trapped  in  the  myth. 


Ken  SaroWiwa’s  detention  diary 


Eloquent  cry 
of  the  Ogoni 


KEN  SARO-WIWA  was 
hanged  on  November  10.  at  a 
prison  in  Port  Harcourt,  Nige¬ 
ria.  for  a  crime  no  one  believes 
he  committed.  An  array  of 
persons  and  bodies  —  from 
Nelson  Mandela  to  The 
Times.  Ben  Okri  to  The  Body 
Shop,  the  Commonwealth 
heads  of  government  to  ordi¬ 
nary  Nigerians  —  cam¬ 
paigned  actively  to  prevent  his 
judicial  murder.  They  failed. 

How  does  one  review  the 
work  of  a  man  who  was 
executed  only  a  month  ago? 
The  book  was  written  in  1994. 
when  SaroWiwa  spent  “a 
month  and  a  day"  in  prison  for 
political  activities  deemed  by 
the  Nigerian  military  junta  to 
be  treasonable.  It  is  a  book  at 
once  eerie  and  inspiring.  “In 
the  quest  for  justice  for  my 
people,"  he  wrote  in  a  fetid 
cell,  “neither  prison  nor  the 
threat  of  death,  nor  death 
itself,  could  ever  deter  me." 

Saro-Wiwa’s  detention  dia¬ 
ry  is  a  patchwork  of  reminis¬ 
cences.  the  work  of  a  man 
whose  sense  of  foreboding 
matched  his  sense  of  duty. 
There  are  intriguing  glimpses 
of  his  human  side  folded  into 
long  paragraphs  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Ogoni  people  and 
land.  Africa’s  most  famous 
pipe-smoker  liked  his  com¬ 
forts,  but  his  commitment  to 
the  cause  he  elected  to  em¬ 
brace  —  the  cause  of  which  he 
was  effectively  prime  mover  — 
cannot  be  open  to  question. 
William  Boyd,  in  an 


■  A  MONTH  AND  A  DAY 
By  Ken  Saro-Wiwa 

Penguin,  £6.99 

introduction  whose  eloquent, 
anguish  is  not  marred  by  his 
tenuous  grasp  of  the  detail  of 
Nigerian  politics,  describes 
Saro-Wiwa  as  “the  bravest 
man  I  have  known". 

Read  the  book.  It  will  teach 
you  why  General  Abacha,  the 
despot  who  runs  Nigeria  so 
cruelly,  wanted  to  finish  off 
Saro-Wiwa.  For  the  writer  was 
an  eloquent  man.  and  elo¬ 
quence,  when  put  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  social  justice  and  a  fight 
against  corruption,  is  danger¬ 
ous..  SaroWiwa.  you  could 
almost  say.  died  because  he 
used  words  well.  J 

The  work  is  a  gutsy,  stylish 
political  tract  Such  tracts  are 
not  written  in  the  West  any 
more;  perhaps  we  no  longer 
need  to  fight  for  essential 
causes.  But  in  Nigeria,  a  noble 
fight  goes  on.  The  Ogoni.  a 
tiny  ethnic  group  which  sits  on 
oil-rich  land,  yet  sees  little  of 
the  money  earned,  “suffer  as 
grass  in  the  fight  of  the 
elephants".  Saro-Wiwa's 
crime  was  to  set  that  grass 
alight,  thus  burning  the  soles 
of  the  elephants’  feet.  A  Month 
and  A  Day  ends  with  a 
promise  by  the  author  to 
continue  his  narration  in  his 
next  book,  “if  l  live  to  tell  the 
tale”.  He  did  not 

Tunku 

Varadarajan 


Give  some 
thought  this 
Christmas... 


The  superb  new  Collins  Dictionary 
of  Quotations ,  our  now  priced  £25 


Available  from  all  good  bookshops,  or  via  rhe 
HarperCollios  24-HOUR  CHRISTMAS  CREDIT  CARD 
HOTLINE  01S1  307  40S2  or  0141  772  2281 
( Visa/ Access).  Please  quorc  Dept  207V  , 


A  roundup  for  the  armchair  traveller 

Tackling  the  Taklamakan 


TRAVEL  books  can  divide 
into  three  types:  the  stunt,  the 
story,  the  journey.  The  first 
has  been  the  most  misused:  in 
the  1980s  bookshops  were 
flooded  with  erne-legged  Ande¬ 
an  donkey  rides.  Of  the  sec¬ 
ond,  such  as  Charles  Nicholas 
fevered  cocaine  trail  in  The 
Fruit  Palace,  there  have  been 
too  few.  The  third  category  is 
the  most  common:  from  Jona¬ 
than  Raban’s  Old  Glory  and 
Colin  Thubron’s  Behind  the 
Wall,  to  a  thousand  poor 
imitations. 

Stunts,  however,  have  al¬ 
ways  found  publishers,  partic¬ 
ularly  when  they  are  as 
spectacular  as  that  attempted 
by  Charles  Blackmore.  A  for¬ 
mer  Greenjackets  officer,  he 
describes  his  crossing  of  the 
Taklamakan  desert  in  north¬ 
west  China  in  The  Worst 
Desert  on  Earth  (John  Mur¬ 
ray.  £16.99). 

While  a  handful  of  explorers 
had  traversed  north-to-south, 
none  had  crossed  the  800  east- 
west  miles,  where  dunes  rise 
to  more  than  1.000m.  Black- 
more,  who  had  retraced  Law¬ 
rence  of  Arabia's  steps 
through  the  Jordanian  and 
Arabian  deserts,  writes  that 
the  crossing  “was  to  change 
the  course  of  my  life". 

It  was  an  achievement 
which  took  two  months.  30 
camels,  a  crew  of  hardy  ama¬ 
teurs  and  cynical  Chinese. 
When  the  expedition  left 
Mar  kit,  near  Kashgar,  weep¬ 
ing  women  lined  the  road, 
convinced  none  would  escape 
ah've.  Yet.  miraculously,  they 
did:  only  one  camel  died. 

Blackmore  records  the 
struggles  with  diarrhoea  and 
equipment  and  falls  to  racist 
goieraiSsations:  “Two  races 
.could  not  have  been  less  alike 
—  the  bravado  and  devil-may- 
care  insouciance  of  the  largely 
irrepressible  British  spirit  and 


the  suspicious,  distrustful  and 
almost  childlike  insecurity  of 
the  Chinese”  Blackmore  is  a 
clear  writer,  but  he  fails  to 
produce  psychological  or  poet¬ 
ic  insights. 

As  stunts  go,  however. 
Blackmore  has  nothing  on 
Rory  Spowers’s  Three  Men 
on  a  Bike  (Canongate,  £9.99). 
He  and  two  friends  crossed 
Africa  on  the  Goodies*  cycle, 
the  three-seater  “trandem". 

The  prose  struggles  to  keep 


The  Smile  ofMurugan 


pace.  In  the  epilogue,  Spowers 
is  forced  to  admit  that  “from 
the  start  I  knew  that  I  was  not 
really  a  writer”,  which  is 
honest  but  disheartening. 
Near  the  end  of  the  journey 
Spowers  sacrifices  a  testicle  to 
a  tumour  and  concludes:  “I 
am  part  of  One  flung  and 
what  matters  is  that  Oneness  " 
Is  this  a  joke? 

Melanie  McGrath  has  con¬ 
structed  a  finer  book  from  her 

faa  at  tile  and  of^tke  20th 
century,  the  “century  in  which 
America  finally  became  too 
big  for  itself”.  In  Mold  Nirva¬ 
na:  Dreaming  of  the  New 
Age  in  the  American  Desert 
(HarperColIins,  £16.99),  she 
shows  herself  to  be  a  flexible 


and  thoughtful  writer,  by 
turns  witty  ahd  considered. 

She  tours  the  Midwest  and 
the  Mexico  border,  never  los¬ 
ing  her  wry  detachment,  di¬ 
viding  her  quest  into  sections: 
crazies,  cults,  landscape,  Billy 
the  Kid.  Her  gift  for  detail 
makes  the  book  hum. 

Dyan  Sheldon  has  also  at¬ 
tempted  an  American  journey, 
first  across  the  USA,  then 
down  South  America  to  Peru. 
But  unlike  McGrath,  On  the 
Road  Reluctantly  (Little 
Brown.  £16.99)  lacks  urgency, 
and  too  often  the  jokes  fall  flat 

Christina  Dod well’s  Mada¬ 
gascar  Travels  (Hodder  & 
Stoughton,  £16.99)  is  a  journey . 
of  typical  harshness,  under¬ 
taken  with  typical  eccentricity 
—  this  time  in  a  horse-drawn 
buggy  through  the  wild  interi¬ 
or.  DodweU’s  intellect  is  as 
blunt  as  ever,  her  prose  as 
leaden.  Too  many  sentences 
begin:  “One  good  thing  about 
. .  .”  Madagascar,  for 
Dodwell,  also  seems  to  lack  a 
romantic  pull. 

By  contrast.  The  Smile  of 
Mura  gam  A  South  Indian 
Journey  (Viking.  £18).  by  the 
BBC  reporter  Michael  Wood, 
feds  intensely  personal  Over 
the  years,  Wood  and  his  wife 
have  spent  many  months  in 
Tamil  Nadu,  the  500-mile- 
long  state  in  India’s  southeast 
corner.  While  this  gives  the 
book  an  episodic  fed,  it  also 
means  that  Wood  has  ap¬ 
proached  a  native’s  under¬ 
standing  of  the  people. 

Picador  has  just  published 
four  Travel  Classics:  Alexan¬ 
der  Kinglakffs  Eothen  (£13). 
Edith  Wharton’s  A  Motor- 
Flight  Through  France  (£13). 
Gavin  Young’s  Slow  Boats  to 
China  (£15)  and  Jonathan 
Raban's  Coasting  (£13). 

Edward 

Marriott 


ne  Best  Deal 

BOOKS  etc. 

1  he  1  o  n  a  on  Bookshop  C  h  a  i  n 

Delia  Smith  Winter  Collection 

Publics  Free  BOOKS  P  ice  ^  /  \ 

£15.99  £7.99  J \)  Off 

Limit:  2  copies  per  customer  only 

Andy  McNab  Immediate  Action 

Pub.'ichc-c  Price  BOOKS  CtC  Price  Av 

£1 5.99  £7.99  J  vJ‘T  Off 

_ Limit;  2  copies  per  custom  e*  only 

David  Lodge  Therapy 

-Li  Price  BOOKS  etc  Price  ^ 

__£15. 00 _  £7.50  Off 

Tim  Wlllocks  Bloodstained  Kings 

Pubi!St‘sd  Vies  BOOKS  cfc  Price  A 

£14.99  £  7.4  9  J  U%  Off 

William  Boyd  The  Destiny  of  Nathalie  'X' 

P.-biisiud  Price  BOOKS  etc  P  ico  r  A 

£9.99  £4.99  jUv,lOiT 

Robert  Crowther  The  Most  Amazing  Night  Book 

Pjbi'feea  Price  BOOKS  etc  Price  £  \ 

£9,99  £4 .99 

Grant  Naylor  Red  Dwarf  Log  No.  1996 

?..-b;;srf.c  Price  BOOKS  p/f  Price  £\ 

_  £6.99 _ £3. 49 _ 

Offer  Ends  2- ;  December  1999  And  W  hiie  Stocks  Last 

And  Other  Selected  Current  Titles 
&  Bestsellers  On  Special  Offer 

(Tor  A  Limited  Period  Only  And  While  Stocks  List) 

Complete  With  Our 

|(K  [BOOKS  etc. 

ft  HONEY  BACK 

fen-ns  end  Conditions  ot  cur  Money  Bock  Guarantee 
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Z-movie  masterpiece;  Edward  D.  Wood's  sci-fi  film.  Plan  9  From  Outer  Space,  comes  with  zombie  acting,  tinpot  sets,  collapsing  props  and  absurd  dialogue  —  yet  it  remains  a  must  for  the  video  collection 


■  PLAN  9  FROM  OUTER 
SPACF 

Pickwick.  PG,  1956 
NO  VIDEO  collection  is  complete 
without  something  by  Edward 
D.  Wood  Jr,  the  Z-movie  master¬ 
mind  celebrated  in  Tim  Burton’s 
biopic  Ed  Wood.  This  sd-fi  tale  is 
his  chef  d'oeuvre:  it  is  beyond  bad. 
but  in  no  other  film  do  zombie 
acting,  tinpot  sets,  collapsing 

Erops  and  absurd  dialogue  com¬ 
ine  to  cast  such  a  hypnotic  spell. 
No  home  should  also  be  without 
Glen  or  Glenda  (1953).  Wood’s 


clumsy,  and  touching  film  about 
men's  urge  to  don  women’s 
clothing. 

□  CHOOSE  ME 
Arrow.  15. 1983 

LA  misfits  exchange  partners, 
memories  and  psychological 
rausings.  So  many  pleasures  in 
Alan  Rudolph's  quirky  film:  the 
performances,  the  touch  of  fantasy 
in  the  sets,  the  slow  crescendo  of 
comedy.  Central  characters  are  a 
radio  counsellor  with  hang-ups  of 
her  own  (Genevieve  Bujold),  a 
refugee  from  a  mental  hospital 
(Keith  Carradine),  and  a  singles- 
bar  proprietress  (Lesley  Ann  War¬ 


ren).  Rudolph  directs  with  the  skill 
of  a  choreographer. 

□  FLESH  AND  THE  DEVIL 

MGM/UA.  U.  1927 
GRETA  Garbo  and  John  Gilbert 
making  love  with  their  eyes,  kisses 
and  caresses  is  silent  cinema  at  its 
most  romantic-  He  is  a  nobleman, 
she  a  temptress,  and  director 
Clarence  Brown  surrounds  the 
pair  with  exquisite  images.  A 
marvellous  product  of  the  1920s 
dream  factory. 

□  HOOP  DREAMS 

Feature  Film  Company .  15. 1994 
A  TH  REE-hour  documentary 


about  basketball?  Sounds  fright¬ 
ful.  But  Steve  James.  Fred  Marx 
and  Peter  Gilbert  have  fashioned 
something  more  like  the  Great 
American  Novel  transferred  to 
film.  For  more  than  four  years 
their  cameras  pursued  two  teen¬ 
agers  with  partial  baseball  schol¬ 
arships  to  the  same  school. 
Parents  go  on  welfare,  a  ligament 
gets  tom,  a  father  drifts  into  drugs. 
A  wonderfully  absorbing  portrait 
of  the  American  dream. 

□  PINOCCHIO 

Disney.  U.  1940 

NO  OTHER  Disney  classic  boasts 
die  variety  and  dash  of  this  version 


of  Carlo  Collodi’s  tale.  One  minute 
there's  brilliant"  animation  of 
thrashing  whales  and  assorted 
childhood  fears;  the  next,  in  comes 
Cleo.  the  goldfish  with  eyelashes, 
and  a  fairy  sweeter  than  Tate  and 
Lyle  combined.  Strengths,  weak¬ 
nesses  —  they’re  all  here  in  a 
bumper  bundle. 

□  QUE  LABETTE  MEURE 
Art  House.  15. 1969 
ONE  of  Claude  Chabrol’s  very 
best:  a  bleak,  haunting  thriller 
about  a  bereaved  father  (Michel 
Duchaussoy)  obsessed  with  find¬ 
ing  the  reckless  driver  who  killed 
his  young  son.  Jean  Yanne,  as  his 


prey,  creates  one  of  Chabrol’s 
greatest  bourgeois  slobs,  although 
die  social  satire  pales  beside  the 
film’s  moral  ambiguity  and 
mournful  acknowledgement  that 
all  roads  lead  to  death. 

□  RASHOMON 

Connoisseur,  12, 1950 
KUROSAWA'S  mesmerising  film 
introduced  Western  audiences  to 
Japanese  cinema.  An  ambush,  a 
rape  and  murder  are  viewed  from 
four  different  perspectives.  Where 
does  the  truth  lie?  Hard  to  say.  far 
easier  to  note  the  director's  grasp 
of  the  human  character,  and  his 
use  of  cinema's  resources.  Toshiro 


Mifune  plays  the  bandit  who 
.  attacks  a  nobleman  and  Ids  wife..  . 

□  VI RI  DIANA 

Electric.  15, 1961 

BUNUEL  returned  to  Spain  from 
his  Mexican  exile  to  make  this 
wonderfully  sly  film  about  a 
young  nun  (Silvia  Pina)  and  her 
fate  at  the  hands  of  her  attentive 
uncle,  local  peasants  and  beggars. 
In  the  most  famous  sequence,  a 
beggars’  banquet  slips  into  an 
outrageous  parody  of  the  Last 
Supper.  Funny,  cynical,  and  dis¬ 
turbing. 

Geoff  Brown 


The  unbeatable  Alfredo  Kraus  sings  Lalo;  Radiohead’s  uplifting  songs;  Hans  Zender’s  interpretation  of  Schubert;  and  the  volcanic  Mingus  Big  Band 


Cheryl  Studer  in  Leh^s 
Die  Lustige  Witwe 


John  Higgins 

BEST  Opera:  Rossini's  La 
Cenerentola  came  out  fault¬ 
less  from  Teldec  (94553-2,  two 
CDs),  with  Jennifer  Larmore 
in  the  title  role  slipping  effort¬ 
lessly  from  abused  child  to 
royal  wife,  dispensing  forgive¬ 
ness  ail  round  It  is  an 
ensemble  piece  and  Carlo 
Rizzi  realises  that  with  a 
handpicked  cast  The  Covent 
Garden  orchestra  shows  just 
what  it  can  do  when  the  right 
man  holds  the  baton. 

The  runner-up:  Baren¬ 
boim's  stirring  Tristan,  Bay¬ 
reuth  based  but  studio 
recorded  by  Teldec  (94568-2, 
four  CDs). 

Best  Operetta;  LehAr  nar¬ 
rowly  makes  it  over  Strauss. 
DG  packed  all  of  Die  Lustige 
Witwe  onto  one  disc  (DG  439 
911-2),  with  Cheryl  Stnder 
sainng  her  country  as  the 
Widow.  Pontevedro  also  has 
good  reason  to  be  grateful  for 
the  feather-light  touch  that 
John  Eliot  Gardiner  manages 
to  bring  to  the  Vienna  Philhar¬ 
monic.  But  spare  a  copper  also 
for  the  Vienna  Symphony  in 
Der  Zigeunerbaron  (Teldec 
94552-2.  two  CDs)  under  Har¬ 
noncourt. 

Best  Recital:  Alfredo  Kraus 
in  Alfredo  Kraus.  The  Incom¬ 
parable  (Philips  442  785-2) 
proved,  that  even  in  his  mid¬ 


sixties  there  is  no  one  to  beat 
him  in  the  pure  bel  canto 
repertoire.  His  beloved  Doni¬ 
zetti  is  prominent  but  even 
more  welcome  are  tastes  of 
roles  he  will  never  sing  on 
stage,  including  the  Italian 
Tenor’s  aria  from  Rosenkaval- 
ier.  Best  of  all  is  the  lilting 
aubade  from  LaJo’s  Le  Roi 
d'Ys.  gone  in  a  twinkling  and 
so  a  rrack  to  be  played  again 
and  again. 

Most  Welcome  Discovery: 
Auber’S  Le  Domino  noir  (Dec- 
ca  440  646-2,  two  CDs),  dusted 
down  by  Richard  Bonynge 
and  the  English  Chamber 
Orchestra  so  that  it  comes  up 
fresh.  French  and  frothy. 
Sumi  Jo  sparkles  away  as  a 
fun-loving  novice  who  decides 
that  marrying  a  Spanish  no¬ 
bleman  is  a  better  bet  than 
entering  a  nunnery.  Whoopi 
Goldberg  beware. 


David  Sinclair 

THE  Bends  by  Radiohead 
(Parlophone  8  29626}  was  easi¬ 
ly  the  best  rock  album  of  the 
year.  More  than  a  compelling 


collection  of  superbly  written 
and  played  songs,  it  captured 
the  essence  of  the  frightening¬ 
ly  dysfunctional  emotions  that 
seem  to  be  abroad  in  the  1990s 
and  turned  it  into  something 
uplifting.  “I  wish  1  could  be 
happy.  I  wish,  I  wish,  1  wish,” 
Thom  Yorke  sang  on  the  title 
track.  I  hope  now  he  is. 

While  the  surviving  Beatles 
disfigured  their  reputation 
with  a  grotesquely  hyped  ret¬ 
rospective,  their  old  rivals  the 
Rolling  Stones  (Virgin  41040) 
quietly  put  out  Stripped,  a 
lively  and  affectionate  trawl 
through  their  (mainly)  acous¬ 
tic  back  pages  that  was  a 
match  for  any  of  the  live 
and/or  Unplugged  albums 
which  preceded  iL  Old  vices 
die  hard,  and  I  continue  to 
enjoy  it  not  least  for  its 
authenticity  and  wiry  simpli- 
cily. 

Back  in  the  modem  world, 
the  Britpop  battles  raged  be¬ 
tween  Blur,  Oasis  and  the  rest, 
but  it  was  the  geezerish  Black 
Grape  who  overhauled  therm 
all  with  It's  Great  When 
You're  Straight  ...  Yeah,  a 
jubilantly  bumptious  record 
that  can  turn  the  most  mun¬ 
dane  living  space  into  a  party 


Thom  Yorke  Leads  Radiohead’s  superb  playing 


zone  at  the  flick  of  a  switch. 

It  was  indeed  a  vintage  year 
for  rock,  but  as  it  went  on  I 
found  myself  returning  with 
increasing  frequency  to  jazz 
trumpeter  Gay  Barker’s  de¬ 
but  Into  The  Blue.  Part  of  the 
attraction  was  undoubtedly 
the  extraordinary  standard  of 
musicianship  on  offer  and  the 
absence  of  all  that  vainglori¬ 
ous  posturing  that  you  get  in 
rock.  But  the  wonderful  clarity 
of  the  themes,  the  hairpin 
twists  in  the  horn  arrange¬ 
ments  (played  by  Barker  and 
alto  saxophonist  Sigurdur 
Flosason).  and  the  elegant  zest 
of  the  improvisational  pas¬ 
sages  made  this  an  exception¬ 
al  album  by  any  standards. 

Honourable  mentions  must 
also  go  to  Foo  Fighters  by  Foo 
Fighters,  Days  Like  This  by 
Van  Morrison.  Garbage  by 
Garbage.  Till  by  Scod  Walk¬ 
er  and  Ballbreaker  by  the 
implausibly  rampant 
AC/ DC. 

:  eiASSICALI-; 

Barry  Millington 

FOR  most  people  it  has  been 
Purcell  year,  but  for  me  it  has 
been  another  great  one  for 
Handel.  Giustino  is  the  latest, 
and  perhaps  the  best,  of 
Haimonia  Mundi’s  invalu¬ 
able  series  of  operas  and 
oratorios  under  Nicholas 
McGegan.  But  it  has  to  yield 
in  the  final  selection  to  the  new 
Chandos  recording  of  Han¬ 
del's  early  Italian  cantata. 
Apollo  e  Dafne  (CHAN  0583), 
which  has  given  me  inordi¬ 
nate  pleasure  this  year.  It  is 
fortunate  that  we  no  longer 
rely  on  vinyl  and  styli,  other¬ 
wise  I  would  certainly  have 
worn  track  II  thin  by  now: 
Michael  George's  singing  of 
the  aria  Come  rosa  in  su  la 
spina,  with  impeccably  stylish 
accompaniment  by  Collegium 
Musicum  90  under  Simon 
Standage,  is  unalloyed  bliss. 
The  disc  also  offers  the  splen¬ 
did  Nancy  Argenta  and  a 
second  cantata.  Crudel 
tirannoAmor. 

Another  disc  to  which  I  have 


Anne  Sofie  von  Otter 

sings  Schumann  Lieder 

returned  again  and  again  is 
that  of  Schumann  Lieder  sung 
by  Anne  Sofie  von  Otter  (DG 
445  SSI- 2).  it  indudes  the  well- 
known  Frauenliebe  und  Leb- 
en,  that  cyde  to  problematic 
texts  by  Chamisso,  which  von 
Oner  makes  more  involving, 
more  convincing  than  ever 
before  in  my  experience;  Bui 
there  are  also  20  other  songs, 
the  emotional  range  of  which 
is  encompassed  with  peerless 
subtlety  and  musicianship  by 
both  singer  and  pianist  — 
Bengt  Forsberg  is  far  more 
than  mere  accompanist. 

Roger  Norrington's  disc  of 
Wagner  Preludes  (EMI  CDC  5 
55479  2)  is  a  welcome  antidote 
to  a  century  of  ever  more 
inflated  and  turgid  perfor¬ 
mance  practice.  Norrington 
persuasively  posits  brisk  tem¬ 
pi  for  both  Meistersinger  and 
Tristan  Preludes,  while  also 
deriving  exquisitely  individual 
sonorities  ( Parsifal  Prelude 
and  Siegfried  Idyll)  from  gut 
strings,  period  wind  and  nar¬ 
row-bore  brass. 

Korngold's  Sinfonietta 
(CHAN  9317),  the  work  of  an 
astonishingly  precodous  14- 
year-oid,  is  so  effusively  inven¬ 
tive.  so  richly  scored,  that  one 
can  easily  understand  the 
enthusiasm  of  Strauss.  Sibe¬ 
lius  and  others.  Branded  "de¬ 
generate"  by  the  Nazis,  the 
Sinfonietta  should  be  re-estab¬ 
lished  in  the  repertoire  by  this 
exhilarating  performance 
under  Matthias  Bameii. 


classical  2. 

Hilary  Finch 

IN  A  year  of  several  truly 
great  performances,  and 
many  quirky  and  enterprising 
additions  to  the  catalogue,  I 
grit  my  teeth  and  pick  just  two 
from  each  category.  First,  the 
deeply  considered  perfor¬ 
mance  oF  Schubert's  Piano 
Sonata  D960  from  Stephen 
Kovacevidi  (EMf  5  55359  2), 
which  richly  complements  his 
revelatory  Beethoven  sonata 
series. 

And  then  Biyn  Terfel's 
wonderfully  word-lively  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Vaughan  Wil¬ 
liams.  Butte rworth,  Finzi  and 
Irelan,  The  Vagabond.  (DG 
445  946-2).  Terfel's  insistence 
that  English  is  only  his  second 
language  may  well  account  for 
his  fresh  approach  to  these 
songs,  with  not  a  second  of 
their  often  familiar  words  and 
notes  taken  for  granted. 

Then,  two  discs  which  have 
jolted  ear  and  mind  to  a  new 
understanding  of  each  com¬ 
poser  involved.  The  Swedish 
Yggdrasil  Quartet  (currently 
in  residence  at  Aberdeen 


University)  have  honoured 
their  own  name  —  that  of  the 
great  World  Tree  of  the  Edda’s 
mythology  —  by  being  brave 
enough  to  champion  the  string 
quartets  of  Iceland's  musical 
pioneer,  Jon  Leife  (BIS  CD 
691).  It  is  high  rime  that  these 
entirely  distinctive  works, 
written  between  1939  and  1965, 
were  given  the  performances 
of  quality  and  the  wider 
distribution  they  deserve.  The 
first  one  speaks  in  Leifs’s 
spare  language;  the  second 
commemorates  his  young 
drowned  daughter  the"  third 
celebrates  ErGreco.  Anyone 
taking  the  risk  of  discoveiy  for 
the  first  time  is  unlikely  to  be 
disappointed. 

Footsteps  in  the  snow  may 
well  never  sound  the  same 
again  after  listening  to  Hans 
Zender's  “composed  interpre¬ 
tation"  of  Schubert's  Winter- 
reisc.  A  baying  hound  of  the 
Baskerv Liles,  a  haunting  har¬ 
monium.  and  more  than  a  pre¬ 
echo  of  an  Expressionist 
frisson  join  tenor  Hans  Peter 
Blochwitz  and  the  Ensemble 
Modem  for  a  performance 
which  is  great  fun  (RCA  09026 
68067  2),  but  also  more  serious 
than  it  may  at  first  seem. 


Jobim  has  left  a  stunning  memorial  Antonio  Brasileiro 


>—■  .- v.  i;  .z,: 

Clive  Davis 

THEY  came,  they  saw,  they 
blew  the  roof  off.  Dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Charles 
Mingus.  The  Mingus  Big 
Band  steamrollered  every  au¬ 
dience  it  encountered  during 
its  British  tour.  Boasting  up¬ 
dated  settings  of  Fables  of 
Faubusand  Reincarnation  of 
a  Lovebird,  the  volcanic  studio 
session,  Gunslinging  Birds 
(Dreyfus  FDM  36575).  cap¬ 
tured  the  all-or-nothing  ethos 
and  consummate  musician¬ 
ship  of  these  free  spirits. 

Of  all  the  young  players  on 
the  New  York  scene,  the 
pianist  Jacky  Terrasson 
seems  the  most  likely  candi¬ 
date  for  stardom.  His  epony¬ 
mous  debut  album  (Blue  Note 
CDP8-29351)  was  a  supremely 
confident  trio  set.  mixing 
rhythmically  audacious  inter¬ 
pretations  of  /  Love' Paris  and 
other  standards  with  his  im¬ 
pressionistic  Hommage  d  Uli 
Boulanger. 

As  for  the  old  guard,  the 
saxophonist  Bad  Shank  led  a 
buoyant  piano-less  sextet 
through  a  collection  of  bravu¬ 
ra  arrangements  on  New 
Gold!  (Candid  CCD79707). 

John  Coltrane  was  among 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  new 
programme  of  immaculately 
packaged  reissues  on  the  Im¬ 
pulse!  label.  He  is  at  his  most 
lyrical  on  John  Coltrane  and 
Johnny  Hartman  (GRD-157), 
a  meeting  with  a  crooner 
whose  voice  found  a  new 
audience  this  year,  courtesy  of 
the  soundtrack  of  The  Bridges 
of  Madison  County. 

No  question  as  to  the  album 
dial  1  listened  to  most  this 
year.  The  peerless  Brazilian 
composer  Antonio  Carlos 
Jobim,  who  died  almost  a  year 
ago,  left  a  stunning  memorial 
in  Antonio  Brasileiro  (Colum¬ 
bia  476281),  a  vocal  album  to 
match  those  Sixties  bossa 
nova  collaborations  with  Stan 
Getz.  Sting’s  guest  appearance 
on  How  Insensitive  was  one  of 
the  high  points  of  a  -wide- 
ranging  collection.  _  ' 
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ease 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 

mlUo1  1086  (TRADE) 
pil  m  4000  (PRIVATE) 

FAX:  01 7 1  782  7828  0171  782  7799 

^RTHOF^FTHameY - 


- WEEKENP  Saturday  December  9  1995 

PROPERTY 


•  --vf. 


W1MPCKE  ST,  WI 
apt.  3rd  fir  of 

•Mb  bed.  2  roc,  kit.  Bath 
Guest  dk  rm,  1 1 
£169,950 
Urgent  sale 

Tefc0171  724  6111 


EmjEEITTo 


Maida  Vale 

--SMSS& 

C86J00  w- 
Shore  oi  FH  MS 

Tefc  0181  M4  3329 


CHELSEA 

SW10 

Dmpi  yoor  own  house  in  a 
BiodaB  mm,  Qxrvmioa 

win  give  mcr  1 000  iq  ft 

wifi  off  st  parting 
OSSfiO&F/B 


wellingtons 

0171  731  4448 


SOUTH  OF 
THE  THAMES 


BELGRAVIA  & 
KNI GHTSBRIDGE 


WESTMINSTER 


Magnificent  river  views  in 

Barnes  Sh  73 

Georgian  house  in 
excellent  cond  4  beds,  2 
baths  through  rccep.  doak 
mi.  fined  kitchen,  prettv 
EonJen  adjacent  BR  -17 
mins  Waterloo  £275,000 
Freehold 

Tel:  0181  8787250 


REPOSSESSIONS 


REGENCY  COURT 
COUNTY  HALL 

I  bedroom,  bathroom,  Ihm 
twm.  kitchen.  Superior 
s rondeau  or  fvihh,  al  ametUK 
u  expected  in  p> esrige  block. 
»*mwig  pool.  poriSw,  24 
hour  security.  New  999  year 
_  (ease.  £149,500 
Of  remel  E290  pw  un-fumished 

Tab  0181  7896210 


RENTALS 


A  ^ERFUL  example  OF  PURE 

modernist  architecture 

■n  the  heart  of  Clerkenwelli  restaurantland 


E  W  A  »  hi 


riiTr 

CHELSEA  & 
KENSINGTON 


PEM  BRIDGE 
MEWS  WIL 

Near  Matting  Hill  Gale  rate. 

I  wo  Morr>  freehold  mean 
wwe.  31ft  lounge.  3  bedrooms. 
-  bainrowtiv  Cloak  room. 
Uulit>  room  Kitchen.  Vrn 
“Sbl  and  rutiles!  condition 
£375.000 

Tel:  0171  243  1002 


BRAMHAM  GDNS  SW5 

1st  FLOOR  BALCONY  RJtT 
bwtoJiatiBOBictywtrotq.ieo 
cansaujlmnrM  (aohntek  ia  ojA 
Beeep  iwm  ntfi  12*  eedho 
Ft  dn  ante  jontk  fadag 
b^bed/taAnta^oiro?9 
modOTdaew,  H  kitdben,  5  mm 
twhe,  35  mm  ra  Heotfm*.  9x»  oi 
f/H.  PUCE  TO  S£LL  E23S.000 
TeVFoi  017 1  370  3577 


a mm 


bearsted 

Maidstone 

^Charming Grade  tl  lined 

tamed  tnnage  owatoaiung 

vdlagr  green,  walking 
1  W  ^5  mini  10  London, 

pownnain  renovation 
*“““«»  &  will  be  tailored  10 
bujen  reqidrcmniB. 
Freehold  £74,950. 
Td.0181  995  3750  (eves  & 

w/ends) 


LS2***'  KWaroara,, 

ya-  onotu  a  m  n«i,  casoow. 


SWI4 

Detached  and 
double  fronted  3 
bedroom  and  2 
bathroom  house 
Parking  for  two 
cars. 

No  upper  chain 
£199,950 
0I81876  5499O) 


RAYFORD 

Prottj  detached  bmgalow 
■•footed  m  quiet  vAas* 
backing  onto  open 

couotTTwk,  3  bads,  2  roeps, 
*»ot  enclosed  garden,  ample 
poking.  £87,000 

Tel:  01963  33746 
office  his 


16C  DETACHED 
COTTAGE 

-BOURNE END 
Cdchraiing  its  4tXkii  BSithda, 
SjmpathcticaB-/  restored  Sc 
UstefuBy  decomicd.  Beamed 
ihrouglioiit.d  beds.  2  tathv.  ’ 
rcCTpa.  study.  Ln  A  am crv7 
Landscaped  gardens.  Jet.  gge 
rolb  xUmL  secure  paring. 

£385j»0 

TeL  01628  520474 


HANTS^  DORSET, 
AND  L0.W. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


Chanaef  From  wii, 
s*««o4«rVkwi>Scnii. 
nnai  position,  dose  to  Rail  A 
Haaings  Busmen  ecu  ire. 
Large  comfortable  home, 
established  gardens. 
Uwner  committed  elsewhere. 
Must  sell 

Now  emiy  £125,000. 
TeL  01424  *46  883 


W14 

Close  10  HanuDcreaiU) 

Broadway,  and  only  a  Short  walk 

from  BROOK  GREEN.  A 
n™ly  decorated  and  carpeted 
lownhouse.  4  beds,  2  twin  (I 
nauucj,  shower,  ctoahtn. 
/•rawing  rm,  during  na,  FF 
"ft/Wbn  room,  gaidcn^gar^gc. 

£450  pw. 

TeL-  01394  387432 


HAYES  PLACE,  NW! 

tMwoArte  apartment  mutes 
bum  Baker  5f. 

2  Wt  annate  both,  ea-siate 
mower,  reamt  ion  roan,  f/t  kitetea. 
9Uttt  doak  nMM.  seewe  aadeP 
BrauadpoHuag,  bdeanr. 

£450pw  Fnrmsfaed 
CEDAR  ESTATES 
*3171  431  linn 


WANDSWORTH 
Overlooking  Hie  Common 

famoofafe  rabtOBfid  atenor 
derounod  Vietorioa  fow9y  lane 

wffc  private  otoas  to  Wandwortk 

Co*-«l  5  bedrms.  3  betkmw  3 


FRANCE 


VAR  PROVENCE 

(Freemasons  may  note) 
Soperb  Efautide  (Classified!  approi 
WO"'  me-  Caretaker*  appL  One 
of  Fraoees  lint  grand  lodges  - 
many  original  fcanrrrs. 
Syiupaihctic  local  tesioraiion 
( (tan  pie  lion  spring  m  Siunainc 
bome  ■  Cuhurat/Commercial 
possibilities.  FF4.9M 
J**-  ootMoaso 
Fa*.  (D033J  348W32S 


FRAMCI  The  HoDaoa' 
!**  Ml  coiner  hroeluira  tooo 
«*  prooattaa.  FerDwow  TW 


ALL  FRANCE  The  Hnraoao- 
New  nut  colour  hrochureiooa 
Jf  For  free  copy  Tel 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


SPAIN 


For  the  right 
retirement... 


NEW  HOMES 


_ J  H  K  H  K  I.  AT  1  x 


'  H  ,.\  M 


LARGE  PROMOTER  AND  BUILDING  RRM 

IN  AUCANTE  COSTA  BLANCA  (SPAIN) 
Would  like  to  contact 

REAL  ESTATE  AGENCY  IN  UK 

For  selling  its  own  products  in 


I  DENIA-BENIDORM-SAN  JUANl 
|  GUARDAMAR  AND  TORREVIEJA  I 


IRELAND 


_ 


TEL  01775  710600 

WaraiOE  AVBWE.  SPALDMG,  UNCOINSMRE.  PEI1  2SS 
NOttHPiwr  Homan  awn  ■ai.waromowrwamtHaaamr  ■ 


U'flhRE  YOU  II'.YYT  ']'()  /; /- 

mm 


4  Bedroom 
Detached 
Home 

WITH  LOUNGE, 
DINING  HOOK, 
BN-sorra, 
fitted  xrrcHEN/ 

BRR4IR4ST  BOOM, 
CBNHUL  HHKE3NG, 
DOUBLE  GLAZING, 
FITTED  CARPETS. 


...get  on  the 
write  lines. 

Peveirl  Phjpeny  Sales, 

■*■  %+  Y  A  Quecnsway  House, 

^Pl">  *  1 1  Q«ensway. New  Mihoo. 

jtiT,n«>sl  .  hHBfam,,,  Hampshire  8R25  5NR. 

Please  setri  me  details  about  ftverei  redremetn  *panmm&~ 

Name _ 

Address _ 


Interested  contact  to 

Tel.  No.  00  +  34  6  670  61  52 
Mss.  Neumann 


tmsm&mi 

beautiful 

bauydehob 

LSOQsq  It  of  cottage  Heading 
mafewratw,  facing  soatli.  Taoe. 
pm  fnrestrr  nt  rear,  maw  tana  ml 
yeeagosiwem  front,  aaortisia 
P*mse  arfiaaiBg  ourfaones  h 
stone,  srodio  60*16  H. 
Fantastic  potortkA 
Offers  ow  £27^00. 

Teh  003S3  2837177. 


pahk  WI  1.  lara, 

^ewurt  famny  house  lo  let  .  s 
b^rwraj.  oouhto  reewuon. 
wnwg  room,  conaervaiury  etc. 
ConiMny  M  only.  £1,100  gw 

flR  221  409,5  » ”  K 


PORTUGAL 


4  ‘  'e  ' 
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ALL  ISON^ 

PREMIER 

- HOMES - 


Pos  code . 


NEW  HOMES 


TeJ _ 


RETIREMENT  HOMES 


Have  you  retired  ? 

Are  you  really  living  life  to  the  full  ? 

A  . .  .  .  MYTCHETT  heath,  surrey 

a  wide  choice  of  laige  cottages  and  apartments  secluded  between 
mature  woodland  and  the  picturesque  Basingstoke  Canal. 


ONCE  YOU  FIND  ST  JOHNS  MEWS 
YOU’LL  NEVER  WANT  TO  LEAVE. 


I  Mwl: 


3  BEDROOM  HOUSES  HIDDEN  AWAY  IN  HAMPTON  WICK 
»  the  rS  15  “  'XC‘Dsive  *^1“  of  jim  6  hooses.  tnck^^. 

?■**•  sec,n<fed  “d  It’s 

-d  “  3  ^  I0°  >“*  “d  *-  -er 

BemDfhlly  desired,  each  house  hat  an  elegaut  conservatory  _ 

H3mpt<m  Wirk-  «*" 

I - Ask  for  details  *  ^1  e  ^  „  * 


243505 

e 


COUNTRY  PROPERTY 


ORLANDO  nr  Disney, 
beautiful  fully  furnished  3 
.  b«f  detached  house  in 
Kissimmee,  Florida.  Quiet 
KKamm  with  s/pool,  well 
“attained  gardens,  dose 
to  all  amenities  and  theme 
parks.  5125,000. 

JMr  Anders  01706  366448 
Ch)  01706  3597 37  (w). 


FLORIDA 


LUXURY 

WATERFRONT  HOME 

t8'iS?S(5-ft,4bed^‘ 

himahad .pad,  iun  dock. 
2^*?8?*oul**frpr?vo»o 
dock  &  hoisJ.  Best  location 
FOR  SALE/LEASE 
USS1  JVnvUSSlOk  par  mamh 

0973  558057 


l<g^«Awp  sw 

CWa.  Orlando  and  Char  caw 


With  Part  Exchange, 
now  is  the  time  to  make 
your  move. 


•  B  -  '  k 


SD8REY-Eart«afc5ey-4fi5 
httfroom  deadud  booses. 

Paces  from  £209.950  to  S2S&000 

Tcfcphooe  0181 783  0377 
T*dra4*  -  2  &  3  bedroom  apartmafs. 
Pms  Iran  £132,1 50  DSI55.950 
Telephone  01737  814290 

TOST  SUSS- Burgess  ffll  -  2, 3  and 

4  bedroom  bouses. 

Prices  ftom  ife3, 950  wf 144,950 

Tdepfaone  01444  230222 

ONT^ -  Slone  - 2  &  3  bedroom  houses. 
Prices  from  £59,950  To  £73.950 
THqptooe  01322  381683 


BERKSHIRE -Bndcndl 


Prices  firai  £69,950  to  £1 17,000 
Tefcptaoe  013+1 301493 
Stires  Meadow  3, 4  &  5  bedroom 


Prices  fiwn  il 03,000  lo  £205fl00 

Tdqjtooe  01344  48«00 


tes  torn  £^,950 10^1,950 

Tdcphone 01344  42)364 


Sales  and  Information 
Centres  open  daily  from 

10.00am  to  5.00pm 


Bank  Holidays. 

*Johtt  development  with 
Woohncb  Homes. 

Prices  comet  at  time  of 
8**"g  to  press. 


L-ILLL 
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12  PROPERTY 


Laverstoke  Estate  in  Hampshire  has  everything  money  can  buy,  says  Rachel  Kelly,  but  the  For  Sale  sign  may  not 

Old  traditions  bow  to  new  money 


At  first  sight,  you 
might  think  Laver¬ 
stoke  was  the  most 
perfect  country  estate 
in  England.  It  may  have 
helped  that  when  I  visited  this 
yellow  brick,  classical  Hamp¬ 
shire  country  house,  set  in 
3.200  acres,  on  a  crisp  autumn 
day.  the  trees  were  still  in  leaf, 
the  crops  high  and  the  estate, 
up  for  sale  for  EI0  million,  was 
at  its  best 

It  has  all  the  ingredients  of 
the  archetypal  English  seat, 
and  lies  next  to  the  hamlet  of 
Free  folk,  just  past  Overton, 
near  Basingstoke.  Its  entrance 
is  guarded  by  Freefolk  Lodge, 
and  a  drive,  flanked  by  mature 
trees  set  in  parkland,  sweeps 
up  to  the  Grade  Il-listed 
house,  ft  was  built  between 
1796  and  1798  for  Heruy  Portal 
by  the  influential  Italian  archi¬ 
tect  Joseph  Bonomi.  and  ex¬ 
tended  northwards  during  the 
19th  century. 

Visitors  arrive  at  the  East 
front,  set  behind  an  oval  lawn. 
Inside;  the  principal  rooms  are 
arranged  around  a  galleried 
central  hall.  The  Yellow  sitting 
room,  with  marble  fireplace 
and  ornate  leaf  cornicing, 
central  plaster  rose  and  dou¬ 
ble-height.  shuttered  sash  win¬ 
dows,  overlooks  the  formal 
gardens  to  the  west  and  south. 
But  die  best  views  of  all  are 
those  from  the  house  through 
the  parkland  towards  the  agri¬ 
cultural  land  beyond.  The 


estate  has.  everything  from 
chalk  uplands  to  the  lush 
lowlands  of  the  Test,  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  trout  streams 
in  the  country,  and  Laverstoke 
owns  1.4  miles  of  it  along  with 
a  lake  and  a  trout  farm.  There 
is  also  a  pheasant  and  par¬ 
tridge  shook  mature  wood¬ 
lands.  1,600  acres  of  vacant 
farmland,  and  1,000  acres 
subject  to  an  agricultural  ten¬ 
ancy,  plus  a  walled  garden 

and  a  gardener's  _ 

cottage,  which  are 
let  to  a  nursery,  ‘TVC 

and  a  cricket  field  J 

with  thatched  pa-  V 

vilion.  d.1  C  L 

The  estate  ex-  r 

udes  serenity,  yet  IOT 

it  is  only  an  hour- 
and-a-half  from  PCTlCl 

London  by  car  on  & 
the  M3.  It  is  easy 
to  imagine  that  1AI“' 

this  is  the  home  of  iL.f 

a  family  which  IUl 

has  been  there  for  _ 

generations.  But 
typically,  like  many  country 
estates  in  recent  years,  its 
ownership  has  been  che¬ 
quered.  It  is  not  the  home  of  an 
English  family  but  effectively 
part  of  a  business.  For  decades 
the  prohibitive  cost  of  running 
such  a  large  pile  has  meant  a 
complicated  tenancy. 

The  estate  is  not  being  sold 
by  a  family  but  by  the  printing 
company  De  La  Rue.  The  firm 
acquired  this  hidden  asset 


‘Tycoons 
are  buying 
for  one 
generation, 
not  the 
future’ 


earlier  this  year  when  it  took 
over  Portals,  the  banknote 
paper-maker,  for  £716.7  mil¬ 
lion.  The  estate  had  originally 
been  owned  by  a  Portal  family 
trust,  though  company  re¬ 
cords  do  not  reveal  when  the 
trustees  took  over  the  house. 
During  the  war,  the  trustees 
transferred  the  trust  and  the 
estate  into  the  business  that 
the  family  founded.  After  the 
war.  the  Portal  family  ceased 
_  to  have  a  connec¬ 
tion  with  the 
innQ  house.  Julian 

Sheffield,  lately 
nri-nrr  chairman  of  Por- 

tals.  is  still  living 
there  because  De 
me  La  Rue  is  honour- 

.  uig  the  arrange- 

Ition,  S  ,  **  Mr 

Sheffield  had  with 
j-Vip  Portals.  He  is  due 

to  move  out  by 
j  August  1996.  Mr 

Tc  Sheffield’s  ten- 

_  ancy  came  to  light 

in  the  months 
running  up  to  De  La  Rue's  bid. 
The  arrangement  was  dubbed 
“the  fabulous  freebie"  in  the 
business  press. 

He  pays  the  running  costs  of 
the  house,  but  no  rent  Portals 
will  not  disclose  how  much 
these  running  costs  are,  saying 
that  the  bills  are  paid  by  Mr 
Sheffield. 

In  recent  years  Portals  had 
sold  some  of  the  houses  and 
land  on  the  estate.  In  1990,  Mr 


pmffljlll/SFffr  THE  DOOMSDAY 
BgfflMl  ESTATE  INTO  JOB 
pEaJifflMV-J-OTg?  NEVERl  3 

rY0U MIGHT  BE  ABLE  TO  RETAlti)  \f 
^  THE  HOUSE.  LORD  DOOM...  J 


Sheffield  bought  one  of  the 
houses  from  the  company,  at 
market  price  after  shareholder 
approval. 

Although  Mr  Sheffield  was 
responsible  for  Laverstoke 
House,  Portals  ran  the  estate, 
which  was  effectively  a  busi¬ 
ness  venture.  Hie  company’s 
headquarters  were  at  Laver¬ 
stoke  Mill  House,  a  converted 
stable  block,  which  was  sold 
after  the  De  La  Rue  take  over. 

The  main  estate  has  been  up 
for  sale  since  September. 
Savills  believes  that  it  could  be 
bought  as  a  whole,  and  says 
there  is  much  interest  But  it  is 
more  likely  to  sell  in  lots, 
unremarked.  Local  farmers 
are  especially  interested  in  the. 
farmland.  The  fishing  will 
probably  be  let  by  its  new 
owner. 

Perhaps  an  hotel  chain  will 
buy  the  house,  or  it  wfl]  be  con¬ 
verted  into  flats  fry  a  property 
developer.  Five  flats  at  the 
back  of  the  main  house  had 
been  let  by  Portals  ax  commer¬ 
cial  rents,  three  are  at  present 
occupied  on  assured  shorthold 
tenancies,  and  could  continue 
to  be  let  if  a  new  owner 
desired. 

Laverstoke  is  not  the  kind  of 
house  or  estate  that  a  newly 
wealthy  tycoon  would  want, 
concludes  William  Gething, 
who  co-runs  the  buyers’  agent 
Property  Vision,  which  pur¬ 
chases  properties  for  the 
wealthy  and  famous.  In  the 

HtJITE.  SIR!  THE  SORT  ‘'Vi 


WHAT?  SELL  LAND  FARMED  BY  MY  1  F  iHtbOKl 

FAMILY  SINCE  WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR  WHOV  PROBABLY  TURN  THE 
TO  SOME  JUMPED  UP  BUSINESS  TYPE  {ARMING  SIDE  INTO  PROFtTIJ 
WHO  HASN7  A  CLUE  ABOUT  TRADITIONAL  \\  f  PRECISELY!  MAKE 

,  METHODS  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT?  J  »  (  THE  LAUGHING  STOCK 

\OF  THE  SHIRES!.  3 
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Faff  from  grace:  Trafalgar  House  in  Wiltshire,  a  Grade  l-listed  Georgian  budding,  has  had  a  succession  of  owners ' 


past  they  might  have,  but  it 
appears,  that  era  is  about  to 
die  with  the  20th  century. 

Perhaps  aping  the  old  world 
of  landed  money  and  tradition- 
is  no  longer  appropriate  for 
the  late  ’90s  tycoon.  For  gener¬ 
ations,  entrepreneurs  have  as¬ 
pired  to  live  graciously.  Make 
your  pile,  the  logic  went  then 
buy  one.  And  so  Australian 
tycoon  Alan  Bond  bought  the 
village  of  Glympton,  near 
Woodstock,  Oxfordshire,  for 
£14  million  complete  with 
stately  home  in  1991. 

Fellow  businessman  Victor 
Watkins,  a  property  develop¬ 
er,  bought  the  village  of 
Salperton.  near  Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire,  with  its  11- 
bedroom  house.  1.748  acres, 
170  cows.  600  sheep  and  rights 
to  partridge  and  pheasant 
shooting  in  1981  for  £3  million. 
Both  estates  have  since  been 
refold;  Glympton  for  a 


rumoured  £10  million  to  an 
unnamed  buyer,  Salperton  for 
£8  million  to  the  telecommuni¬ 
cations  tycoon  Barry 
Houghton. 


While  many  a  1980s 
tycoon  made 
their  fortunes  in 
property,  the 
1990s  equivalents  have -suc¬ 
ceeded  in  media,  silicon 
graphics,  cable,  venture  capi¬ 
tal  or  home-shopping.  Do  they 
really  want  to  put  their  entre¬ 
preneurial  fortunes  in  crum¬ 
bling  bricks  and  mortar 
surrounded  fry  unmanageable 
acres? 

Evidence  suggests  not  The 
past  five  years  have  seen  a 
reversal  in  the  fortunes  of 
great  country  houses  and  es¬ 
tates.  First  a  definition:  "es¬ 
tate"  equals  a  large  house  with 
a  dozen  or  so  cottages,  at  least 
1,000  acres,  plus  shooting  and 


fishing. New  money  —  with 
few  exceptions  —  does  not 
want  traditional  country 
houses  with  their  supporting 
estates.  They  don  1  need  a  form 
to  support  the  house.  In  the 
past,  says  Bertie  Ross  from 
Savills,  a  general  rule  of 
thumb  was  that  a  buyer 
needed  around  400  acres  to 
support  each  bedroom.  Now, 
E200.000  in  the  bank  at  four 
per  cent  interest  does  the  same 
job. 

Modem  moguls  would  rath¬ 
er  have  smaller,  more  man¬ 
ageable  property  closer  to 
Heathrow.  Patrick  Ramsay, 
from  Knight  Flrank  &  Rutley, 
says  that  the  recession  has 
taught  tycoons  that  they  must 
be  at  the  coalface  of  their 
businesses.  “Sane  who  were 
tempted  atthe  end  of  the  1980s 
have  thought  again.  These 
people  are  workaholics.  We 
will  wait  and  see  whether  they 


buy  these  houses  when  they 
retire."  '  „ 

If  businessmen  do  buy  these 
historic  houses,  they  .  often 
don’t  stay  long.  The  sorry  tale 
of  Trafalgar  House,  including 
a  spectacular  Grade  I-listed 
Georgian  house  six  miles 
south  of  Salisbury.  Wiltshire, 
is  instructive. 

Built  in  1733,  the  Dawkins 
family  bought  the  house  in 
1766  and  lived  there  until  1814. 
when  a  grateful  nation  gave 
the  house  to  Admiral  Nelson's 
brother  and  renamed  it  Trafal¬ 
gar  after  tiie  famous  victory. 
The  property  passed  down 
through  the  family  to  the  4th 
Earl  of  Nelson,  who  died, 
unmarried,  in  1947. 

Since  then  it  has  had  a 
succession  of  owners.  The 
latest  was  Mr  Gunnar 
Bengtsson,  a  Swedish  en¬ 
trepreneur,  who  had  plans 

Continued  on  facing  page 
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OXFORD 


01865  311522 


OXFORDSHIRE 
Broughton  Poggs 
080000 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  -  Cotsdean  £295,000 


CIRENCESTER 


01285  642244 
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LET  YOUR  HOUSE . . .  WHY  NOT? 

No  reason  at  all  as  long  as  it  is 
properly  looked  after  and  that  means 
experienced,  professional  management 

We  have  it  Please  use  it. 

0181-947  7211 


BERKSHIRE  -  Hermitage 


NEWBURY 


£560,000 


01635  523225 


A  NETWORK  OF  SEVEN 
COUNTRY  OFFICES  LINKED  TO 
NINE  OFFICES  IN  CENTRAL  LONDON 


NAPIER  AVENUE,  SW6 
Freehold  £615,000 
FULHAM:  0171-731 4223 


REGENTS  PARK,  NW1 
House  on  Crown 
Estate  Lease  £795/100 
ST  JOHN'S  WOOD: 
0171-7225556 


HOLLAND  PARR,  WU 
Flat  +  share  of  freehold  £485,000 
KENSINGTON:  0171-727  0705 
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0171^^4106 
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HAMPSHIRE  -  Selbonw 


FARNHAM 


01252  737115 
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HAMPSHIRE 

Droxfbrd 

£650000 


mm 


WINCHESTER 


01962  863131 


HAMPSHIRE 

Sway 

£225100 


CAMBS/UNCS  BORDER 
HEAD  OFFICE:  0171-493  4106 


£245,000 


SURREY  -  LimpsSeld 


£8501000 


LYMINGTON 


HAST  GRLNSTEAD 


01342  326326 


Package  deai:  The  Grade  I  Misted  Laverstoke  House  was  built  in  1796-OS.  The  estate  is  available  as  a  whole  but  may  be  sold  in  lots,  including,  below.  Northington  Farm.  Southington  Lodge  and  fishing  rights  on  the  river  Test 


Continued  from  page  12 
for  a  hotel.  He  bought  it  in 
1990  for  an  estimated  £2 
million.  The  house  has  just 
been  resold  after  Mr 
Bengtsson  abandoned  ship  for 
£1.5  million  to  an  unnamed 
buyer. 

There  are  tax  advantages 
connected  with  buying  a  big 
estate.  New  buyers  typically 
will  have  made  their  wealth  in 
anything  but  agriculture.  The 
majority  will  fund  their  pur¬ 
chase  by  selling  their  company, 
says  Tony  Morris-Eyton.  of 
Knight  Frank  and  Rufley. 

“They  are  able  to  roil  over  the 
proceeds  of  these  sales  into  a 
farming  estate  without  paying 
capital  gains  tax.  Once  the 
estate  has  been  bought'  subject 
to  various  criteria,  die  estate  is 
free  of  inheritance  tax." 

But  Mr  Gething  counters: 
“The  trophy  houses  of  the 
1980s  are  no  longer  appropri¬ 
ate.  In  an  age  when  few  still 
believe  in  primogeniture,  ty¬ 
coons  are  buying  for  one 
generation,  not  the  future." 

Patrick  Ramsay  agrees. 
“The  increasing  international 
nature  of  business  has  wid¬ 
ened  people’s  horizons  so  a 
number  of  executives  are  no 
longer  buying  an  estate  in  the 
country  but  a  house  on  Cap 
FerraL" 
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The  farm:  Northington  Farm,  subject  to  an  agricultural  tenancy,  includes  the  farmhouse.  1,002  acres  and  eight  cottages 


A  host  of  examples  in 
the  past  two  or  three 
years  shows  how  the 
appeal  of  historic 
houses  is  waning.  They  often 
take  time  to  sell:  the  larger  the 
house,  the  slower  the  sale.  For 
example.  ChiDtam  castle  in 
Kent  in  290  acres  of  surround¬ 
ing  farmland,  on  the  market 
for  23  months  and  with  a 
£500.000  price  drop  to  £3 
million,  is  still  for  sale  by  the 
family  of  Viscount  Mass- 
ereene  and  Ferrard. 

Or  they  are  bought  and 
resold  quickly,  the  owners 
having  changed  their  minds. 
The  Pickenham  Hall  estate  in 
Norfolk  was  sold  in  1988  for  £6 
million  and  again  in  July  1993 
for  £8  million  to  unidentified 
buyers.  Druids  Lodge  Estate 
sold  in  1989  for-£J0  million  and 
again  in  1993  -for  the  same 
price  to  unnamed  buyers. 

A  minority  of  other  estates 
have  been  broken  up  into  lots. 
Tythrop  Park  is  an  estate  on 
the  Oxfordshire-Buckingham- 
shire  border.  The  12-bedroom 


house  and  its  584  acres.  lodge 
and  five  estate  houses  was  sold 
by  the  Cotton  family  in  six  lots 
in  1994.  die  main  lot  being  foe 
house  and  11  acres. 

Barkfold  Manor  estate  near 
Kirdford.  West  Sussex,  was 
originally  put  up  for  sale  as  a 
whole  with  a  guide  price  of 
£23  million,  and  then  re¬ 
launched  six  months  later  in  1 1 
lots.  Ultimately,  the  seller 
retained  foe  main  house  and 
two  further  lots  but  sales  were 
agreed  on  the  other  eight  The 
West  Grinstead  Park  Estate  in 
West  Sussex  was  broken  up 
into  more  than  60  lots. 

“Fewer  buyers  now  aspire  to 
foe  lifestyle  that  an  estate 
offers"  Mr  Gething  says.  “OF 
ten  foreign  buyers  think  they 
might  want  to  buy  one  of  these 
large  houses.  Then  we-  talk 
them  through  the  implications 
and  responsibilities,  and  they 
think  again." 

These  buildings  are  hugely 
expensive  to  maintain.  The 
average  historic  house  costs 
£80,000  a  year  to  run  but  there 
are  no  tax  breaks,  says  foe 
Historic  Houses  Association, 
which  has  1,400  members. 
Improvements  are  zero-rated 
for  VAT.  but  repairs  are  taxed 
atthe  full  173  per  cent 

There  were  only  23  owners 
of  historic  houses  out  of  an 
estimated  400  who  received 
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Sport  and  leisure:  1.4  miles  of  trout  fishing  on  the  Test 


English  Heritage  grants  to¬ 
wards  repair  bills  last  year. 
This  compares  with  69  in  1988 
and  only  seven  in  1992. 

Members  of  foe  French 
equivalent  of  the  Historic 
Houses  Association.  La 
Demeure  Historique,  with  its 
2.000  members,  received 
grants  ten  times  larger  in  total 
than  all  government  expendi¬ 
ture  on  English  houses.  Wil¬ 
liam  Proby,  president  of  the 


Historic  Houses  Association, 
and  owner  of  Elton  Hall  near 
Peterborough,  estimates  that 
his  members  received  around 
£1  million  compared  with 
some  £10  million  m  France. 

If  buyers  are  looking  for  a 
fancy  house,  they  tend  to 
cherry- pick,  buying  only  the 
house  and  a  few  hundred 
acres.  Ann  Gloag,  the  Scottish 
businesswoman  who  bought 
the  Lovat  estate  in  Invemes- 
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LONDON:  - 
5  Crescent  Grove, 
SW4.  Grade  iWteted, 
end  oftarrace 
Regency  house,  with 
garden  and  roof 
terrace,  overlooking 
communal  gardens, 
dose  to  Ctaphem 
Common.  Sfct 
bedrooms,  three 
bathrooms  (one  en 
suite),  drawing  room, 
dining  room, 
kitchen/breakfast 
room,  study,  family 
room  and  cloakroom. 
About  £595,000 
(Chesterfield. 
0171-581  5234). 


DEVON: 

3  East  Terrace,  Budieigh  Salterton.  Grade  IHfcted  Regency 
town  house  in  a  terrace  overlooking  the  sea,  with  garden.  Four 
bedrooms,  two  bathrooms,  two  reception  rooms,  kitchen/ 
breakfast  area,  utility  room  and  cloakroom.  Self-contained  one 
bedroom  lower-ground  fioorfiaL  Double  garage.  About  2185.000 
(Village  &  Country  Property,  013S2  499699). 
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AVON: 

10  Great  Pulteney  Street,  Bath. 
Grade  Misted  Georgian  town 
house  in  need  of  modernisation. 
Previously  arranged  as  five  one 
and  twM)Bdroom  fiats 
with  an  unconverted  basement 
and  rear  garden.  About  £275.000 
(SavfUs,  01225  4446222). 

CHERYL  TAYLOR 
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The  lodge:  Southington  site  amid  splendid  countryside 


shire  earlier  this  year,  is 
typical.  While  she  bought  foe 
main  house  and  its  surround¬ 
ing  800  acres  for  £2  million, 
she  wasn’t  interested  in  the 
19300  acres  of  Scottish  High¬ 
land  on  sale,  which  was  wo¬ 
ken  up  into  17  lots  and  sold  to 
international  buyers  and  local 
businessmen. 

The  Historic  Houses  Associ¬ 
ation  says  that  we  stilJ  have 
about  1,450  estates  that  have 
been  under  foe  same  owner¬ 
ship  for  three  or  more  genera¬ 
tions  but  400  sales  have  taken 
place  since  1970.  with  an  aver¬ 
age  of  23  a  year  since  1978. 

The  trend  is  led  not  just  by 
buyers  but  by  sellers.  Many 
landed  families  have  sold  es¬ 
tates  intacr  over  the  years  only 
to  see  a  property  developer 
immediately  resell  foe  estate 
in  lots. 

Crispin  Hoi  borrow  from  ( 
Savills  says  that  previously 
estate  owners  might  have  wor-  | 
ried  what  friends  might  say  in 
their  clubs  if  they  were  to  rat 
on  generations  of  history  and 
sell  up.  “Now  they  want  to  get 
foe  best  price,  and  that  is  qften 
achieved  through  lots." 

With  a  static  housing  mar¬ 
ket.  but  a  buoyant  farmland 
one.  it  makes  sense  to  split  foe 
house  from  its  land,  says  Mr 
Hoi  borrow.  The  average  value 
of  land  with  vacant  possession 


has  risen  by  15  per  cent  in  the 
first  half  of  1995.  according  to 
Savills'  figures.  The  year-on- 
year  increase  now  stands  at  22 
per  cent,  bringing  foe  total 
increase  since  mid-1993  to  48 
percent. 

If  the  estate  is  perfect,  then  it 
will  still  sell.  This  means  1,000 
acres,  three  or  four  cottages 
and  an  attractive  house  in  foe 
centre  of  the  estate  with  easy 
access  to  London  but  far  from 
motorway  noise,  says  Patrick 
Ramsay,  from  Knight  Frank  & 
Rutley.  It  should  have  good 
shooting,  a  bit  of  water,  a 
period  centrepiece,  -  a  swim¬ 
ming  pool  and  good  security. 


adds  Richard  Page,  from  John 
D.  Wood.  The  aforementioned 
Salperton  Park,  in  foe  Cots- 
wolds.  was  one  such  estate 
that  sold  as  a  whole.  But  most 
estates  are  flawed  in  one  way 
or  another. 

Does  it  matter  if  estates  are 
broken  up?  William  Proby 
says:  “What  is  different  about 
these  houses  is  the  integrity  of 
the  whole.  People  come  from 
all  over  the  world  to  see  estates 
which  families  have  kept  to¬ 
gether  for  generations.  The 
whole  is  greater  than  foe  sum 
of  foe  parts." 

It  matters  too,  he  says, 
because  new  owners  rarely 


allow  public  access.  Typically, 
they  are  frantic  about  privacy, 
in  the  18th  and  I9fo  centuries, 
foe  point  of  buying  a  fancy 
house  was  to  make  a  splash. 
Now  estate  agents  are  bound 
by  confidentiality  clauses,  and 
buyers  are  often  offshore 
trusts  that  are  impossible  to 
trace. 

Without  a  sustainable  mar¬ 
ket  from  private  buyers,  these 
houses  more  often  than  not  fall 
into  foe  commercial  market. 
But  interest  has  dried  up  there 
too.  The  corporate  scene  is  not 
what  it  was  in  foe  1980s,  Mr 
Proby  says.  Only  a  few  excep¬ 
tional  houses,  such  as 
Cliveden,  foe  former  Astor 
home,  are  really  viable  as 
successful  hotels,  and,  some 
might  say.  even  that  is  a  sorry 
fate  for  one  of  foe  nation's 
great  houses. 

•  LourcreJce  Estate  is  for  sale 
through  Savills  as  a  whole  for  £10  . 
million  or  in  eight  lots:  main 
house  and  par k  for  £4-25  million: 
IfXJO-acre  Northington  Farm 
I tenanted I  £12  to  £12  million ,-  The 
Home  Farm.  £2504300;  the  tra¬ 
ditional  buildings  at  the  Home 
Farm,  £300-000.  No  I  Bern  Mill 
Cottage.  £SOjOOO;  The  Freefolk 
Fishings.  69S yards  of  main  stream 
double  bark  fishing  and  a  trout 
farm,  and  lake,  E3S0SJ00: 
Laverstoke  Grunge  Farm,  with  268 
acres,  £12  million:  Upper  Norton 
Farm,  with  1244  acres,  £22  mil¬ 
lion.  Farmers  are  expected  to  be 
eager  for  the  vacant  land. 


stands  the  test 
of  time 


In  the  early  days  of  aviation,  pilots 
needed  a  watch  that  was  robust,  precise 
and  legible,  and  resistant  to  shock  and 
magnetic  fields. 

Their  lives  depended  cm  it. 

And  rWC,  with  a  heritage  in 
watchmaking  stretching  back  to  1868, 
had  no  hesitation  in  taking  up  foe 
challenge. 

Their  first  pilot  watch,  produced  in  the 
30's,  satisfied  all  foe  criteria.  And  since 
foe  end  of  that  decade,  every  IWC 
pilot 's  watch  has  had  an  inner  case  of 
soft  iron  -  the  perfect  shield  against 
strong  magnetic  forces. 

IWC  introduced  the  smaller  Marie  X, 
intended  also  for  military  use.  at  the 
endoftbe30s.  The  stylised  ’king’s 
arrow'  identified  foe  watch  as  one 
made  specially  for  the  British  forces. 

The  Mark  XI  appeared  in  1 948. 

Selected  for  issue  to  RAF  pi  lots,  it 
became  the  most  celebrated  and 
sought-after  of  all  IWC’s  pilot  watches. 
For  those  of  you  who  have  never 
enjoyed  foe  pleasure  of  owning  a 


Thr  Mark  XII 
£2300 

Mark  XI.  we  are  pleased  to  announce 
a  worthy  successor. 

The  Mark  XD  Is  a  marriage  of  classic 
design  and  modem  watchmaking 
technology. 

Like  its  predecessor  it  has  that  soft  iron 
inner  case,  making  it  virtually 
impervious  to  magnetic  fields.  Inside, 
there  is  the  superb 884 calibre 
automatic  movement,  adjusted  in  five 
positions. 

The  Mark  Xfl  features  adate  display 
with  rapid  adjustment,  a  stopwatch 
second  hand  and  a  45  hour  power 
reserve.  With  a  screw-in  crown,  foe 
Marie  XU  is  fitted  with  a  sapphire 
(hardness  coefficient  9)  and  is  water- 
resistant  to  50  metres.  You  have  the 
choice  ofhard- working  man  stainless 
steel  orelegant  I  Set  gold. 

Templed?  See  foe  Mark  XII  at 
Nationwide:  Asprey;  Garrard; 

Hamilton  &  Inches :  Mappin  &  Webb; 
Harrods  Watch  Department; 

Nathan;  The  Watch  Gallery; 

Watches  of  Switzerland 

Charnel  Islands:  Jewellers  &  Silversmiths 


IWC 

S&* <*  fS(S 

Telephone:  1 W  Benson  OS00 303303  for  more  infi  irmal ion. 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL-0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


IF  WE  HAD  THE  WHOLE 
PAGE  WE'D  SHOW  YOU 
THE  WHOLE  RANGE. 


Wea[hn*Suilon 


(cl  IMlIkKn.OlWr 

Officially 

Approved 


Pocket  Wuch 


Ships  Belts  Clock 


Sewills  nautical  collection 

Extensive  range  of  93  exquisite  instruments  masicr- 
crafied  from  the  finest  materials. 

Featuring  oar  time-honoured  Ships  Clocks  &  Barometers, 
Barographs  and  Wrist/Podcet  Watches. 

All  with  full  3  year  guarantee,  whilst  today  our  weather 
instruments  alone  carry  The  Meu  Office  seal  of  approval. 

Prices  ranging  from  £50  to  £L,000. 

Free  New  28  page  colour  brochure  on  request. 

PHONE  0151-708  0099 

FAX  0151-708  6777 

Maker  to  the  Admiralty.  Esid  1800ad 
20  Britannia  Pavilion,  Albert  Dock,  Liverpool  LJ  4AA 
Post  10,  Scwtlls.  FREEPOST,  Liverpool  L69  3BR 

NAME _  • _ 

ADDRESS 


m 


ADWHOED  TECHNOLOGY  REVOLUTIONARY 
NEWINNBt-THM  MATERIAL  GENERATES 
HEAT  AT  THE  QJCK  OF  A  BUTTON.  STAYS 
INARM  FOR  HOUR  AFTER  HOUR.  CANBE 
USEDTHEATTMEAGABL  FULtY 
6UARAHTSD  RJR  2  YEARS- 


UBtfTHBGNr  S  COBffZUTliAfilf  70  WEA/2L 

H&RnnxKtoia 

fflrcfiHsnuraE 


ZA 
ZA 


msmmsm 


Finest  quality  shirts 
from  Jermyn  Street 
at  affordable  prices 

HncrreH  5  Kiy 


STRONG  •  FIRM  •  NATURAL 

[V y;F«j'!iVENTILATED 

BACK  SUPPORT 

IX 


AIR  VENTS 


FOR  LIEN  &  WOMEN 

FULLY  STRUCTURED 
AND  RE'flFCRCED 


lyir  s§grilr*p 


-^.<■,.0  ; . mr1 


/f  m 


^  lwea««- 
M  lou  coo'  one  , 

to  Keep  :I0U 

con^°'ta 


Alhws  ccn&ete  tmedem  of  mommant 


itnapi  Sna,Ladm 


fat  Jr  Rrrofi,  Fton 


Our  Sale 
by  mail  has 
proved  so  successful  with  our 
customers  that  we  are  now 
extending  it  to  the  general  public. 


ENJOY  FREEDOM  AND  COMFORT  WHEN  WORKING, 
PLAYING,  WALKING,  STTTENG,  ETC. 
Undetectable  under  normal  clothing.  Adjustable  'Hook  and  loop' 
fastening  for  easy  ftL  FuUy  washable. 

Pfoasa  state  waist  aba  when  ordering. 


Wa  are  so  encouraged  by  the  poptier  auocass  of  TOM  appals  that  we  vril 
ctapelEh  any  order  lor  ytxx  approval.  conMart  h  the  benefit  you  wB  gain  hn  l 
YOU  DONPT  HAVE  TO  RAY  UNTIL  YOU  ARE  COMPLETELY  SATISFIED. 


r  STAY  SAFE  i Dept.  T49j. 

L^-W  Si  The  fvteit/nqs.  Stansiead  Abbot's.  Herfs.  SG12  SHG. 

Tel:  01920  S71453  or  01920  S77270 


Kkobbs 


Traditional 

Hardwood  Doorknobs 


■  Four  Different  Designs 

■  Seven  Stained  and  Polished  Finishes 

■  £17.50  per  Boxed  Set  2  knobs,  2  roses, 
spindle,  screws. 

Ftor  FREE  leaflet  Tel.  01575  573769 


■  £250  FREE 


Towards  any  piece  of  furniture  for 
every  £1000  spent  from  our  trade 
price  list,  £500  for  every  £2000  spent 
-  The  list  is  endless... 

FREE  DELIVERY  TO  ANY  UK 
ADDRESS.  INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT. 
OFFER  MUST  END 
22  DECEMBER  1995 
Over  50  dining  tables  on  display  in  our 
showrooms  made  by  master  craftsmen  to  a 
standard  unsurpassed  this  century  together 
with  100  styles  of  Chairs,  also  Sideboards, 
Desks,  Filing  Cabinets,  Cocktail  Cabinets, 
TV  &  Video  Cabinets,  Leather  Chairs  and 
Chesterfields. 

All  available  in  four  separate  ranges  to  suit  all 
life  styles  &  income  groups. 

BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICA  Cabinet 
Furniture  is  ©oaraiurrt)  for  so  YEARS 
VWt  ow  today  &  riamm  to  tot  Bn  wrtffe  targes  Asftey 

Jot  English  AaOqna  Hapflca  Fnratara  nr  ptaoi  tar  I  redan. 

Man-Sai  9am-5.30fmi 

BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 

SCHOOL  CLOSE,  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  /WE 
BURGESS  HILL  fBETWEEN  GATWJCK  &  BRIGHTON! 
WEST  SUSSEX  RH1 5  9RX 


HOUSE  DUST  MITE? 
ASTHMA?  RHINITIS? 

GUARANTEED  AIR  POROUS 


1 1  ■  a:f  ;i  a»;»i  lOirm*  •  a’j 


Sami  frr  dmaily  VAT 

ATkur  RcBnfProdads  Lid,  Manta 
Hewe,  Manta  Read,  9015  3BP 
Tet  01703  332919/586709 
Fub  01703  332919/676226 


.Inexpensive  drawers,  record  units 

wardrobes, cupboards  &  shelving 
beech  jmh  Ite.bl  ack  for  home/  work 
Mail-order  catalogue  (or  visit  us) 
Cube  Store  58  Pembroke  Rd  W8 
JJ181  9946016  (24hrs)  also  Suffolk 


For  your  free  brochure  telephone  (01592)  775175  or  sy 

complete  the  fonn  below  and  fax  us  your  details  on  (01592)630750  || 

or  post  to  HUditch  &  Key  Ltd.  FREEPOST,  Glenrothes  KY7  4BR.  4« 

r  ki 

;  NAME  (Mr  /  Mrs/Miss/Ms) . _ . J  S 

!  ADDRESS  .  !  B 


mote® 

POSTCOt*  MrTMETELMD 

I  — 3a»  email  01,  inuUu  p  STEWCCHAW  LB  iginutaC 

D*Wmq**cnl  tana  Ho 


. . . POSTCODE  . 

HBdiKfc  A  do  no!  dtatfee  pawnal  death  to  ottor  eompMtac* 

SALE  NOW  ON 

AT  OUR  TWO  JBWYN  STREET  SHOPS 


'^0k<  ;*,•(» 


Cushions  &  mattresses 
cut  to  any  shape  §r  size. 
DunioDillo  Latex  &  #fl  Foam 

in  soft,  medium  or  firm  for  your  choice 
of  comfort  when  sitting  ana  sleeping. 


|ii,ihiliiii.||il 


•t. & 

i:v  'v.j..  V* .  ■-  : 

r  S' 


iIiKlnlL-J* 

PuiT7!vrT 


J  i  N J  i  I  it 


Please  send  stamp  for  40  page  brochure  or  phone. 
[mt/Mts/MIss _ _ _ _ 

IfCATnALSI 

.Address- _ _ _ _ 


1883  U.S. 
GATLING  GUN 


STAY  SAFE  (Dept.  T50 i.  31  Th?  Msltinqs. 
Stan  stead  Abbotts.  Herts.  SG12  5HG. 

Telephone  orders  01920  371 453/877270 


'Cat4^i  . 
t° ; 


A  fine  desktop  model  standing 
an  impressive  38  x  25  x  31  cm  and 
weighing  2000gms..  is  the  definitive  machine  gun 

A  superb  model  with  gUM  „ 

routing  barrel,  crank 
handle  and  many  other 
moveable  parts  -  finished 

wtth  a  polished  wood  V^taTLfjU^L  > 

carriage,  brassed  barrel 

and  miniature  A. 

ammunition  boxes. 

The  1883  U.S.  GATLING  ”  PI  |  / 

GUN  h  one  from  a  range 

ofrealatk  replica*  and 

model  cannons,  flintlock 

pistols,  pistok  and  rifles 


FOR  A  FULL  CATALOGUE  of  over  250  items  available  by  direct 
mail,  with  absolutely  no  licence  required  send  £2.50  to: 

Battle  Orders  Ltd.  Dept  ST2 
71  Eastbourne  Ro^d,  Lower  Willmgdon,  East  Sussex  BN20  SNR 
Tel:  (01323)  4851 82  Fax:  (01323)  487309 


Catalogue  contents  indude  products  available 
to  over  18  years  only. 

Japanese  swords.  Medieval  and  Historical  Broadswords,  Famous 
Fighting  Knives.  Soft  Air  and  Blank  Firing  Guns,  Military  and 
Martial  Arts  equipment. 


lSfm 

mipgr 


Please  send  CtKQues/RO'slT 

Chester  care  HH 

Chester  ewe  (DeptOHTT'Mj,  sag 
Sidings  Road,  LowMoor  fcl 
KlrUN^MiAeM,  NoOb  NG17  7JZ 

The  ‘Sheila  Maid  ® 

■  CAST  KMM0NAnJW.PW£  Q0M5  MB  1 
Broryttikw  you  need  to  tndci  UPQL 
this  ■tneioy  Saving*  Airar.  jrg  /  / 
JBUDe^iatch  / 

Home Delwites  . 

tiuda  Accomi  Enqubte  UK/Ovana^DepI  KJ1 


SMALL  CHEST 
OF  DRAWERS 


NfMDalGBHnmOKACXBVYnOIIYCIBE/n) 

■uanoad  data  bon  SAJolnran 


.JEW  PATENTED  . 

TECHNOLOGY 

A  DIVISION  OF  ROYCE  MEDICAL  CQ  USA 


Designed  in 
I  cooporui  ion 


SUPERIOR  QUALITY 
v»  ills  and  tested  lUOUSTRlnt  STYLE- 
i»r(bo[)iiedte  p/.r-”. SUP^J 

specialists  ” 


Perfect  tor  men  and  women 
of  aH  ages. 

Coot,  Ughtwelght  and 
comfortable. 

Helps  promote  proper  lifting 
techniques 

Extra  durable,  breathable  and 
washable  fabric. 

Tactile  gripper  fining  prevents 
support  from  shifting  or 
ridmg  up 

Scientifically  designed, 
patented  moulded  lumber 
pad  provides  maximum 
support  to  lower  bacK^, 


Jdeal  for 
Bedrooms  or 
Drawing  Kiahu  ■ 

Price  £167  ind.  Delivery  6c  VAT 
Visitoo  w  written  enquniu  welcome 
Large  Warehouse  Sc  full  range  in  stock 
Fiwttfffi  Vitae  on  All  Fuuiitntv 
Mon-Ed 9 -5pjru  Sat  10-4pjn. 

CLASSIC  REPRODUCTIONS 
PEWSEY,  WILTS.  SN95HL 

TU;  01672  563333  Enc  01 672  562391 


I  M  )]  1 

auii-  VCU: 

Youth  Formula 


REVITALISING  CREAM 

FOR  FACE  &  HANDS 


New  bom  the  USA  this  non- 
abrasHra  bmub  oraam  rovrtakes 
sMn  and  mates  you  look  and  feel 
yeans  youngor.  idtal  lor  aping  sUn. 
Wenwhes.  largo  pores  and  stan 
fcnpeitaoions.  With  Juu  one 
treatment  you  can  start  seeing  tw 
cSBerenca.  Fid  money  back 
guarantee  ViMMyuas&ad.  _ 
Ptewe  alow  28  days  detaery.  ■©■ 


orA14-95 

I  2  for  £32. CO  inc.  P&P  II 


01816739300  Sf 

Reese  send  ctwqueTPOs  »: 

THE  FULFILMENT  BUSINESS  LTD 

(Dept  WTTtt)  Unit  D, 

11b  WMrRoad,  Lonlon  SW12  OLT 


CANTERBURY 
PAPER  RACK 


Height  2H‘ 

Width  1ST 

IUII  Ljjyijf  I  Depth  W 

fm  gray  Price  032 

WJ  delivoy  Be  VAT 

i(j  Made  from  solid 

0  Mahogany.  Definitely  No 
Vcikos.  For  Magazines  &  Newspapers 
widi  two  drawers  on  the  bottom.  Visitors 
or  written  enquiries  welcome.  Large 
warehouse  wilh  lull  range  of  stock. 
Excellent  value  an  all  furaUme 
96fwMart-Fri.  HMpmSaL 

Classic  Reproductions 

SWAN  CORNER,  PEWSEY 

WILTS.  SN9  5HL 


MAGNTJEVrS 
WINE  CLUB 

THE  SPECIAL  CLUB 

FOR  THOSE  WHO 
LOVE  FRENCH  WINE 
fagatar  TASTINGS  & 
NEWSLETTERS 
CajcfbUy  chosen  WINES 
DISCOUNTS  and 
FREE  DELIVER  V 
Apply  fer  a  fanxlnm  te- 
MACNUM  FINE 
WINES  PLC 
43PaH  Mail 
Loradoa  SWJY  5JG 
Tdt  9171 839  5732. 

Fax:  0171  3Z10S4S. 


nONLY  £37.95  inc  p&p 

state  waist  si/j: 


140%  OFFICE 


•  hakSe  &  Outside  Temps  •  Wind  Chill  *  OpHonsd  PC  briaiface 
•Wind  Speed  &  DirecUon  •  Alarms  •  OpBonal  Rain  CoBector 
•H IghsALorara 

SEND  FOR  FREE  COLOUR  CATALOGUE  0*7^8. 
ICS  Bectroaics  Ltd 
Unit  V  Rudfotd  industrial  Estate 

FORD  ■Ansidel- West  Sussex  BNIB  OHO'  HE  KT1  B 

Tel:  01903  731101  •  Fax:  01903  7311105 


20%  FOR  LIFE 

1 


Tks  Fantastic  Rev 
Nitorsia  Dnsonof 

Bwltetjndsnafesl  meNc 
jSHMesMfesteonH 
msta  tntiy 

nejtafcBfehv; 

•  22  Hra  Standby 


FREEPHONE  ^\v\  ilrl 

0800 ,959999  ES Si 


tvior*- 
SAT 

9  - C  CAR  ‘  PHONE 
■  [.DIVISION 


NOT  Just  a  choice  of 
sleeve  length. 

A  Seymour  Shirt  is 

GENUINELY 

CUSTOM 

TAILORED 

exact  sleeve  length _ ✓ 

CORRECT  BODY  SIZE _ / 

CHOICE  OF  COLLAR  SHAPES 

CHOICE  OF  FRONT  STYLES . / 

CHOICE  OF  CUFF  STYLES _ ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  SHOULDER  FIT _ ✓ 

CHOICE  OF  BODY  LENGTH . V 

Choice  of  400  fabrics . . ✓ 

TAILS  OR  SQUARE:  BOTTOMS  _✓ 
FULL  STANDARD  oi  SUM  FITC  V 

AFTER  SALES  SERVICE _ / 

And  of  course 
IMPECCABLY  HAND  CUT  A 

INDIVIDUALLY  SEWN _ / 

West  End  quality  at 

sen&ibfe  Yorkshire  prices 
will  make  you  feci  better  in  a 
Seymours  shirt. 

ALSO  MADE  TO 


o® 


ease 


jkj. 

%L  % 


■B»>7^~WWtesr  *» 


rnmm 

m>$m- 


,:•  .,  •  .  3- 

*-V  ..*  ___ 
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T empted  for  under  a  tenner 


High-street 
presents 
that  don’t  cost 
the  earth 


POOL  McWFPT  awj= 


There  are  oniy  15  shop¬ 
ping  days  to  Christ¬ 
mas.  but  don't  des¬ 
pair  or  be  panicked 
into  a  money  blitz.  Some 
marvellous  stocking  fillers 
and  token  presents  are  avail¬ 
able  on  a  high  street  near  you. 
for  £10  or  less. 

Larger  branches  of  Boots 
have  a  wide  range  of  presents, 
from  the  Conran-influenced 
Boots  Balance  Alarm  Clock 
(£8),  which  looks  like  a  space 
module  mounted  at  90  degrees 
on  a  curved  metal  base,  to  the 
fashion  follower's  Boudt:  Hat 
(£9).  a  smart,  black  astrakhan- 
look  pillbox  hat.  and  matching 
gloves  (E7). 

Boots's  Fine  Fragrance  sets 
for  men  and  women  (£10). 
each  with  five  eau  de  toilette 
miniatures  from  designers 
such  as  Nina  Ricci  and  Hugo 
Boss,  are  good  value.  The  steel 
test-tube  style  Bath  Essence 
Rack  (£7),  with  four  aroma¬ 
therapy  bath  essences  (25ml 
each),  offers  seasonal  pamper¬ 
ing  and  the  company’s  Royal e 
Jewel  Egg  Soap  (£3).  conceal¬ 
ing  a  gold-plated  charm,  is 
prettily  packaged  in  Faberge 
style.  Far  a  couple,  choose  a 
pair  of  tartan-  espresso  cups 
and  saucers  in  a  gift  pack 
(£10),  and  for  a  sports  fan  the 
Sports  Radio  Cap  (£10.  with 
FM/AM  mono  reception,  aeri¬ 
al,  earphones  and  batteries). 

Paperchase  is  packed  with 
well-priced  goodies.  Any 
listmaker  would  appreciate  a 
shorthand-sized  notepad  with 
an  embossed  copper  or  silver 
front  (£7),  or  a  suede  mini- 
Post-it  holder  (various  bright 
colours  0.75).  Or  go  for  the 
store's  credit  card-sized  metal 
Lexon  calculator  (£6.99)  or  the 
tiny,  teardrop-shaped  metal 
Lexon  Spark  Micro  Knife 
(£7.99).  The  ecologically  sound 
will  love  the  driftwood  look  of 
the  freestanding,  recycled 
wooden  photo  frames,  made 
from  weathered  planks  with 
one  (£550)  or  two  (£750)  3l2m 
x  5in  clipframes  mounted  on 
them.  There  is  also  a  pretty 
wooden  crate  containing  six 
guest  soaps  (E9.99).  Compact 
Desk  Calendars  feature  artists 
from  Monet  to  Mapplethorpe 
(£3.99).  My  favourite  Paper- 
chase  present  is  The  Original 
Tin  Kazoo  (£3.99).  made  from 
a  recently  found  tooling  of  an 
original  1930s  kazoo  known  as 
Gold  Tap. 

Muji  is  the  shop  for  unfussy 
accessories  and  tokens  for  the 
design  conscious.  Choose  a 
slim,  brushed  aluminium  card 


Leather-bound  miniature  poetry  selection,  £7.95.  and  folding  frame.  £6.95,  from  John  Lewis 

case  |  E4. 99)  for  the  minimalist  <• 

executive;  or  a  brushed  ■ .  **  ■.  ~~ 

aluminium  pen  and  pencil 
tube  (£3.95)  with  a  matching 
ballpoint  pen  (£3.95).  a  clear 
acrylic  propelling  pencil  |95pj 
and  a  clear  fibre-rip  pen  (75p). 

Men's  conon -ribbed  vests 
(£8.75)  in  black,  white  or  grey 
will  bring  a  touch  of  the  Bruce 
Willises  to  the  most  conserva¬ 
tive  wardrobe.  The  high-cut 
cotton  knickers  for  women 

(pack  of  three,  black,  white  . _ 

and  grey.  £950)  are  great 
value.  Smart  women  will  also 
appreciate  the  brushed  aJ- 
uminium-trimmed  make-up 
brushes  (£250  to  £5.75). 


Past  Tunes  is  known  for 
reproduction  period 
presents.  Get  a  set  of 
six  sterling  silver 
Christmas  pudding  charms 
(£9.95)  for  a  family  that  enjoys 
traditional  festivities;  a  box  of 
six  terracotta  pots  with  scented 
candles  (three  lavender,  three 
sandalwood.  £9.95).  for  friends 
who  like  fragrant  presents  but 
not  frilly  ones;  a  white  T-shirt 
(£8.95)  emblazoned  with  “Li- 
bens,  volens.  parens"  (ready, 
willing,  able)  for  the  one  who 
always  ends  up  doing  the  odd 
jobs,  or  Medieval  Initial 
Paper,  with  an  initial  of  your 
choice  reproduced  from  an 
early  edition  of  Le  Romani  de 
la  Rose  (eight  sheets  and 
envelopes  £4.95).  for  foe  re¬ 
calcitrant  thank-you  letter 
writer. 

If  you're  staying  with 
friends,  consider  taking  them 
a  Tudor-inspired  -tin-square 
hanging  plaque,  also  in  terra¬ 
cotta.  engraved  with  “Plenty  & 
Grace  be  to  this  place"  (£9.95) 
as  your  bread-and-butter 
present  Give  the  accom¬ 
plished  needlewoman  a  Vie- 
torian-style  pewter  egg  pin¬ 
cushion  (£750).  foe  gardener  a 
Ihin  tall  pewter  Robin  Red¬ 
breast  Pillbox  (£7.95).  topped 
with  a  Tobin  standing  on  a 
flowerpot:  and  the  old  salt  a 
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Hardwood  box.  £9.95, 
from  Past  Times 


Make-up  brushes  in  a  wooden  crate.  £10.  from  M&S 


Where  to  buy 

□  BhS.  Boots. 
Debenhams,  House  of 
Fraser  and  Marks  & 
Spencer—  branches 
nationwide 

□  John  Lewis.  0171-629 
77H  for  branches. 

□  Muji:  017M941I97 
for  branches. 

D  Paperchase:  0171- 
580  8496  for  branches. 

□  Past  Tunes:  01993 
776999  for  branches. 

□  The  Pier.  01235 
821088  for  branches. 


4in  diameter  hardwood  box 
with  a  beautifully  detailed 
folly-rigged  ship  painted  on 
glass  on  its  lid  (£9.95). 

Try  The  Pier  for  presents  for 
first-homers  and  a  fine  range 
of  candles  and  holders.  A 
candle  with  a  gold  cherub 
leaning  on  a  pillar  (£1.50)  is 
suitably  festive  and  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Candlelight  Projector 
(white  or  blue,  from  E9.95)  is 
lovely  —  the  opaque  glass  jar 
contains  a  suspended  night- 
light  holder  with  star  shapes 
cut  out  of  it,  that  moves  and 
projects  star  shapes  on  to  walls 
and  ceiling.  Get  the  Church 
Candle  with  Iron  Saucer 
(£9.95.  12cm  x  8cm)  for  inti¬ 
mate  dinners  and  “gold 
leafed"  wooden  apples  and 
pears  (£1.99  each)  for  friends 
with  baroque  leanings. 

Marks  &  Spencer  has  a 


Pad.  £7,  from  Paperchase 

rugged-looking  brown  leather 
credit  card  holder  (£10)  and 
key  case  (£10).  or  a  stainless 
steel  14-function  pocket  knife 
(£7).  There  is  also  a  wide 
selection  of  silk  ties  at  £10. 
with  designs  from  safe  polka- 
dots  to  more  dramatic  gold¬ 
fish  —  and  he  might  even  be 
persuaded  to  wear  the  Christ¬ 
mas  silk  tie  with  reindeer 
(£10). 

For  her,  choose  satin  cami¬ 
soles  in  black  (with  a  rope 
design  neck  and  straps)  or 
cream  (lattice  neckline  and 
straps),  at  £9  each;  a  glass  jar 
of  scented  rose  petals  (£7);  or  a 
set  of  wooden  handled  make¬ 
up  brushes  in  a  small  wooden 
crate  (£10).  Also  look  at  foe 
pewter  hip  flask  (£9),  black 
packaged  travel  shoe  kit  (£10) 
and  Oil  and  Vinegar  Selection 
rack,  with  50ml  each  of  extra 


virgin  olive  oil,  red  *'Hg§! 
wine  vinegar  and  bal- 
samic  vinegar  in  a 
wire  holder  (£7). 

The  department  stores 
have  some  great  inexpensive 
presents  this  year.  Deben¬ 
hams  being  particularly  good 
for  feminine  gifts,  with  elegant 
multi-row  glass  bead  neck¬ 
laces  ar  £6  and  matching 
earrings  at  £4  in  many  col¬ 
ours;  thermal  gloves  with  faux 
leopardskin  cuffs  (£7); 
super  soft  scarves  in  many 
colours  (£6);  and  ultra  chic 
brass  and  “jewel"  napkin 
rings  (£150  each)  —  a  set  of  six 
costs  less  than  a  tenner.  At 
House  of  Fraser,  get  him  some 
glamorous  Hue  socks  in  matt 
gold  or  silver  or  slightly  shi/n- 
mery  black,  a  bargain  beauti¬ 
fully  boxed  at  £5:  or  wine  cork 
cufflinks  (£9.99);  and  her,  a 
velvet  drawstring  evening 
bag  in  burgundy  or  black 
(E9.99)  or  a  raw  silk  zipped 
make-up  pouch  in  imperial 
purple  (£6). 

At  John  Lewis,  the  leather- 
bound  miniature  selection 
from  Keats.  Wordsworth  and 
Shakespeare  wall  please  a 
poetry  lover  (£7.95);  or.  for 
a  traveller,  the  miniature 
folding  frame  in  black  lea¬ 
ther  (£6.95).  Then  go  to  BhS 


From  boomerangs  to  a  biker’s  jacket,  somewhere  lies  the  perfect  present  for  your  pet 


JUST  because  your  terrier 
doesn't  start  dropping  hints  in 
mid-November  that  he  really 
could  use  a  new  food  bowl,  or 
your  tabby  doesn't  leave  Vani¬ 
ty  Fair  lying  open  at  the  colour 
spread  advertising  the  latest 
Tiffany  cat  collar,  it  doesn’t 
mean  that  they  don!  know 
Christmas  is  coming. 

They  may  even  turn  out  to 
be  the  only  ones  who  appreci¬ 
ate  what  you  have  bought 
them.  And  they  will  certainly 
be  the  only  ones  whose  size 
you  have  guessed  correctly. 

Long  gone  .  are  the  days 
when  those  who  bought  pet 
presents  were  seen  to  be 
eccentrics  with  little  else  to  do 
with  their  nioney.  British  pet 
owners  now  spend  time  and 
effort  choosing  a  suitable  gift 
for  Fido  or  Felix, 

Armitage  Bros  of  Notting¬ 
ham.  manufacturers  of  pet 
toy 5.  say’s  its  research  indi¬ 
cates  that  65  per  cent  of  dog 
owners  put  something  under 
the  tree  for  their  pets,  while  for 
cat  owners  foe  figure,  al¬ 
though  increasing,  is  44  per 
cent.  As  owners  are  not  con¬ 
tent  with  merely  treating  their 
pets  to  a  few  chocolates,  manu¬ 
facturers  are  turning  their 
hand  to  producing  unusual 
Christmas  items.  These  range 
from  special  Harrods’  T- 
shirts  for  dogs,  from  £9,  to  its 
luxury  fake-fur-lined  beds  for 
fat  cats,  costing  £65. 

But  a. per  stocking  or  stock¬ 
ing  filler  needn't  break  the 
tank.  Presents  can  start  from 
as  little  as  99p  for  a  mint  dog 
bag.  (Special  Friends  by  Pedi¬ 
gree),  containing  a  few  choco¬ 
late  drops  and  beef  treats,  and 
rise  to  £140  for  &  smart 
■ 


Ruff  guide  to  Xmas 

^  ADRIAN  BROOKES 


Cool  canines  leather  jackets  and  cap,  all  from  Harrods 


pinewood  indoor  kennel  with 
a  yellow  gable  made  by 
Polley  craft. 

Armitage.  which  makes 
Good  Girl  and  Good  Boy  choc 
drops,  has  stockings  for  £3.99 
containing  a  red  and  green 
squeaky  toy  for  dogs  and,  for 
cats,  a  ball  or  a  mouse.  Both 
stockings  have  a  variety  of 
edible  treats,  from  chicken 
srtacks  to  cheese  bits. 

Good  Boy  Jolly  Drops  (89p) 
and  Good  Girl  Cat  Treats 
(95p)  are  designed  to.  hang  on 
your  Christmas  tree  and  come 
in  a  conifer-shaped  box. 

Philippa  Cornwell,  product 
manager  at  Armitage.  which 
offers  38  Christinas  products 
from  a  squeaky  red  cracker 
(E2.99)  to  a  cucumber  dog 


shampoo  £1.95)  and  shocking 
pink  and  white  dog  and  cat 
collars  with  green  Christmas 
trees  printed  on  them  (£3.49 
far  dogs.  £250  for  cats,  includ¬ 
ing  a  tiny  bell),  explains  that 
the  “British  nation  is  dotty 
about  pets  and  reacts  by 
giving  gifts  at  Christmas.  Pei 
owners  take  it  very  seriously." 

Lara  ignatieff.  a  Harrods 
buyer,  says  many  animal 
owners  opt  for  a  package  of 
products  during  the  holiday 
season.  Typically,  this  in¬ 
cludes  festive  collars  (£250- 
£27),  waterproof  coats  (from 
E650-E70).  place  mars  (£250- 
£1625)  and  toys  (from  a  ball 
for  £150  to  a  rubber  squeaky 
snowman  for  Ell. 

Harrods’  holiday  T-shirts, 


Fact  file 


□  National  Cni  Show,  to¬ 
day  (December  91.  Olympia. 
Earls  Court 

□  Armitage  Bros:  Mile 
End  Road.  Cohvkk.  Notting¬ 
ham  NG4  2BA  (0115-961 
4984  for  stockists). 

□  Harrods.  Knigftlsbridge, 
London  SW1  (0171-730  liMJ. 

□  Pedigree  Petfoods. 
Freephone  for  advice  on  prod¬ 
ucts.  0800  738  S00 

□  Pet  Necessities.  PO  Bos 

34.  OssttL West  Yorkshire  WF4 
6XF  (Freephone  0500  012013). 

□  PoUeycrafi  HiUview  Work¬ 
shops.  West  Bagborou^i.  Som¬ 
erset  TA4  3EW  (01823  433375). 

□  Spillers  Petfoods.  Caroline 
freephone.  0600  7382271 


this  year  with  slogans  “Wreck 
the  Hall  and  Eat  the  Holty" 
and  “Oh  Come.  Sit.  Stay,  all  ye 
Faithful"  at  £1350  each,  are 
always  popular.  Among  my 
favourite  items  are  foe  Bones 
Away  flying  jacket  for  inclem¬ 
ent  weather  (E34)  and  the 
leather  Bad  to  foe  Bone  bikers' 
lookalike  jacket  (£42). 

While  ordinary  families  load 
their  plates  with  turkey  trim¬ 
mings,  this  year  Spillers  Foods 
has  made  sure  that  cats  aren't 
left  out  by  introducing  Flexi 
Chunks  in  jelly  with  turkey  and 
stuffing.  And  if  your  cat  has 
gourmet  tastes,  there's  game 
and  chicken,  trout  and  salmon 
and  beef  and  kidney. 

Although  Spillers  has  pro¬ 
duced  two  1996  cat  calendars 


(Felix  and  Arthur’s  at  £2.99) 
foe  company  derided  not  to  do 
one  for  dogs.  Instead  it  has 
decorated  its  Bonio  dog  biscuit 
box  with  a  bloodhound  in  a 
Santa  hat  surrounded  by  holly 
(£1.09). 

While  most  Christmas 
treats  for  animals  can  be 
bought  at  your  local  super¬ 
market  or  favourite  pet  store, 
there  are  several  mail  order 
firms,  such  as  Pet  Necessities, 
based  in  Ossett.  West  York¬ 
shire.  which  supplies  an  inter¬ 
esting  array  of  fays.  The 
Cheese  Tease  (£499).  a  card¬ 
board  toy  looking  like  a  wedge 
of  cheese  with  a  ball  inside  it. 
and  Rita  Rat,  a  combination  of 
toy  and  scratching  post 
(£6.99),  designed  to  save  wear 
and  tear  on  your  sofa,  are  two 
popular  items. 

More  pricey  at  £29.99  is  foe 
Cat  Activity  Centre  for  climb¬ 
ing  and  perching  (36in  high). 
For  dogs,  there  is  The  Kong 
(£2.99  to  £9.99  depending  on 
size)  available  in  red  and  black 
rubber.  It  is  meant  to  take  foe 
boredom  out  of  walks  in  foe 
park  and  has  a  wild,  unpre¬ 
dictable  bounce  when  thrown. 
And  as  an  ideal  stocking  filler, 
for  £3.45  there's  the  Retriever 
boomerang  —  a  toy  designed 
to  come  bid;  if  your  dog  cant 
be  bothered  to  fetch  it 
One  won!  of  advice  this 
Christmas  —  don't  leave  Fido 
or  Felix  out  in  foe  cold.  A  little 
consideration  could  go  a  long 
way  to  providing  a  stress-free 
holiday  for  your  pets. 

Michael 

Kallenbach 

Win  a  cat  calendar,  page  8 
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and  choose  “gold" 
sponged  glass  gob- 
lets  (£4).  a  black  car  ~y£k 
memo  pad  (£5)  with  Tr 
spectacles  clip,  a  chrome 
spectacles  case  (£10)  for 
shortsighted  chic,  a  Merry 
Christmas  Coronation  Street 
T-shirt  (£101  showing  Stan. 
Hilda  and  Eddie  looking  in¬ 
credibly  glum  for  foe  “bah, 
humbug"  merchant  and  choc¬ 
olate  fcwdy  paint  (400g,  E3) 
with  brush. 

Stephanie  Lewis 


Add  the  finishing  touches  to  that  party  outfit 
with  this  elegant,  multi-row  glass  bead  necklace, 
£6;  matching  earrings,  £4.  Available  at 
Debenhams  stores  in  a  wide  variety  of  colours 


Creda  give  yQu 
a  generous  helping 
at  a  mean  price. 


ii«'f  t; 


The  Creda  Topflu's  a  big-featured  cooker  lor  the  bigger 
tastily.  Its  na b  Ian  oven  m  take  a  321b  tertei.  m  the 
top  oven  can  cops  with  an  Bib  bird.  There's  a  half-width 
grill  and  timer,  an  controlled  by  a  panel  placed  well 
away  from  tiny  hands,  find  its  sensibly  priced  at  around 
£658.  To  find  out  more  abort  Britain's  best-seHog  electric 
cookers,  nog  me  Creda  Answerceatre  oo  8541  546474. 


Something's 
always 
cooking  at 

Creda 


■  r~ 
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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY  EVENTS:  From  carol  concerts  to  puppet  shows,  theatre  workshops  and  wildlife 


In  search  of 
festive  cheer 


■LONDON 

Christmas  Podding  Race:  Run¬ 
ners  in  fancy  dress  negotiate 
strange  obstacles  while  carrying 
Christmas  puddings. 

Coveru  Carden  Piazza, 

WC2.  Today  from  1030am,  race 
starts  at  II '45am.  Free. 

Olympia  International  Show¬ 
jumping  Championships:  Top 
showjumping  and  animal  events 
—  traditional  Christmas  enter¬ 
tainment  for  horsey  types. 
Olympia,  Hammersmith 
Road,  W14  (OT7I-373  3113).  Dec 
14- IS,  130pm,  7pm.  Tickets 
from  £9.  {§ 

Santa  Ones  Quiz:  Find  details  in 
the  paintings  to  make  up  a 
suitably  festive  scene:  pick  up  the 
dues  from  the  information  desk 
[until  Jan  6). 

Also  A  Very  Big  Thing:  A 
pantomime  which  is  part  of  the 
National  Trust  Centenary,  the 
three  founders  of  the  trust  set  off 
in  hot  pursuit  of  a  villainous 
factory  owner.  Dec  1922,  27-30. 
1130am  and  230pm. 

National  Gallery,  Trafalgar 
Square,  WC2  (0171-8393321). 
Mon-Sat  10am-6pm.  Wed 
until  8pm.  Sun  2pm-6pm. 

Closed  Dec 24-26.  Jan  1. 

Free.  {£ 

Danger  Mouse  and  Friends 
Exhibition  featuring  Count 
Duckula.  Noddy,  the  BFG,  Oakie 
Doke  and  Fan  tomcat  created  by 
Cosgrove  HalL  Enjoy  the  interac¬ 
tive  exhibits  or  take  a 
masterclass. 

National  Theatre,  SEI  (0171- 
9282252).  Today-Feb3.  Open 
Mon-Sat.  lOam-lOpm.  Free. 
Closed  Dec 23-25.  © 

Christmas  at  the  V&A;  Tty  your 
hand  at  Ran  go  [i  —  floor  painting 
with  coloured  powder  and  rice 
flour,  as  well  as  scroll-painting 
and  jewellery  malting  (Dec  15-17, 
21.  22.  29-31.  Jan  5-7  at  11am.  12, 
1pm  and  2pm). 

There  are  also  introductory  tours 
for  children  (age  6-11  years.  Dec 
19-22  at  1130  and  230pm)  and 
Jain  hymns,  dance  and 
storytelling  (Dec  19, 20. 27. 28.  Jan 
3  and  4  from  llam-330ptn). 
Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum,  Cromwell  Road,  SW7 
(0171-9388638).  Tues-Sun. 
I0am-530pm,  Mon.  12-5 30pm. 
Closed  Dec 24-26.  Free  Q 
Barbican  Children’s  Events 
Teddy  Bears*  Concerts:  Today  at 


330pm  and  Dec  27  at  3pm.  Tic¬ 
kets  from  £8.80  (bring  a  bear). 
Making  Stained  Glass  Win- 
dons:  Today,  11am- 12.  Materials 
provided.  Free. 

The  Mad  Hatter's  Christmas 
Concert:  Meet  Alice  and  her 
friends  before  the  concert  Dec  23, 
3pm.  Tickets  from  £930. 
Barbican  Centre,  Silk  Street, 
EC2  (0171-638 8891).  Q 
Christmas  Fash  Period  rooms 
sparkle  with  traditional  festive 
decorations  from  the  past  400 
years  with  storytelling  (Dec  13, 
14. 630pm.  adults  £330.  children 
£1). 

After  Christmas  enjoy  Farewell 
to  Christmas  when  they  bum  the 
holly  and  the  ivy  with  carol 
singing  and  Twelfth  Night  cake 
(Jan  6. 4pm.  free). 

Geffrye  Museum,  Kingsland 
Road .  E2  (0171-7399893).  Open 
Tues-Sat  lOam-Spm,  Sun 
2pm-5pm.  Free.  £ 

Exhibition  of  Puppets:  All  sorts 
of  puppets  and  marionettes  and 
the  chance  to  try  your  hand  at 
working  a  puppet 
Puppet  Shows  of  Three  BQly 
Goats  Gruff  and  Other  Tales. 
Today,  tomorrow,  Dec  16  and  17 
at2prn  and  3pra.  FVee.{8 
Gabriel's  Wharf,  56  Upper 
Ground.  South  Bank,  SEI  (0171- 
620  0544).  Exhibition  open 
TuefrSun,  l2-6pm  (Wed  until 
8pm }  to  Dec  20.  Free.  © 

London  Zoo:  A  special  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  Living  Nativity  with 
starring  roles  for  Nina  the  camel, 
live  sheep,  goats  and  Tutti  Frutti 
the  donkey.  Room  on  stage  for 
spectators  (Today,  tomorrow. 
Dec  16.  17.  23.  2pm).  Plus 
Santa  in  his  Grotto  and  Chrissie 
the  Reindeer  (same  days  as 
above.  IMpm). 

London  Zoo.  Regent’s  Park. 

NW1.  Book  in  advance  on  0171- 
5863910.  Christmas 
activities.  £10.  children  £8. 
Normal  admission  £7. 
children  £5.  Open  daily  10am- 
4pm.  Closed  Dec  25.  © 

Mighty  Morphia  Power  Rang¬ 
ers:  The  superheroes  come  to 
Wembley,  as  parents  will  doubt¬ 
less  be. told. 

Wembley  Arena,  Wembley 
(0181-900 1234).  Jan  1-3  Mon. 
6pm,  Tues. 230pm  and 
730pm  and  Wed, 230pm.  From 
£10.  children  from  £730.  © 
Nutcracker  on  lee:  The  tradi¬ 
tional  ballet  on  ice. 


London  Arena, 

Limeharbour .  E14  (0171-538 
1212).  Jan  5  and  6. 730pm. 

From  EH).  © 

Tales  of  Beatrix  Potter  Ballet 
based  on  die  film  version  of  the 
classic  children's  stories. 

Royal  Opera  House,  Covent 
Garden,  WC2  (0171-3044000). 
Dec21-Jan  6  (excluding  Dec 
25  and  certain  other  days). 

From  £1130.  © 

The  Wind  in  the  Willows:  Alan 
Bennett’s  popular  adaptation  of 
Kenneth  Grahame’s  story. 

Old  Vic  Theatre.  Waterloo 
Road.  SEI  (0171-9286655).  Mon- 
Sat.  730pm.  Wed,  Sat 
230pm.  Dec 26, 28. 29, 230pm. 
Closed  Dec 24. 25.  Booking 
'to  Feb  24.  £6.75  upwards.  © 
Cinderella:  London  City  Ballet's 
romantic  production,  bringing  a 
touch  of  pantomime  with  a  role 
for  Buttons. 

Sadlers  Wells  Theatre. 

Rosebery  Avenue.  EC1  (0171-278 
89)6).  Dec  16-Jan  6, 730pm, 
matinees  Dec  16, 20. 23. 26, 27. 
29, 30,  Jan 6, 230pm.  From 
£5.© 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

Winter  safari:  Visit  Santa's  Grot¬ 
to  and  see  the  animals. 

Woburn  Safari  Park. 

Woburn  (01525 290407)-  Today, 
tomorrow,  Dec  16. 17, 11am- 
3pm.  £5,  children  £4.  under- 
threes  free. 

CORNWALL 

Christmas  Pageant:  Nativity 
characters.  Cornish  and  other 
saints  process  through  die  town 
with  a  donkey,  a  lamb  and  two 
bands,  followed  by  carol  singing. 
Town  Centre.  Lostwithiel 
(01208  872207).  Dec  14,  from 
630pm.  Free. 

DEVON 

Tree  trip;  Travel  through  the 
wiki  woods  and  meet  Father 
Christmas  in  his  grotto  (Ham- 
noon,  2-3pm,  50p)  or  get  Crealy 
die  Christmas  Bear  to  help  you 
make  your  own  personal  Christ¬ 
mas  cards  (3pm). 

Crealy  Park,  CIvstSt  Mary, 
Exeter  (01395 233200). 

Tomorrow,  and  Dec  16-23. 

Open  daily  1030am-5pm. 

Closed  Dec 24-26.  £3.45. 
children  £2.75.  under-threes  free. 
Puppet  Show:  Presented  by 


Jacolly  Puppets  (tomorrow,  2pm, 
Z45  and  330pm)  or  meet  Father 
Christinas  (Dec  17.  2Apm.  free 
gift  for  under-sevens). 

Bucktand  Abbey,  Yelverton, 
Plymouth  (01822853607).  Free. 
Open  Sat.  Sun  only,  2-Spm. 
Closed  Dec 23, 24. 

DURHAM 

Hall  HIQ  Farm:  Visit  Santa  and 
see  the  animals  in  their  winter 
stables. 

Hall  Hill  Farm.  Lanchester 
(0 1388  730300).  Tomorrow.  Dec 
17.  Uam-4pm.  £2.75. 
children.  £130.® 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Christmas  at  OearweO  Caves: 
Follow  die  story  of  the  brightest 
star  as  you  walk  through  the 
caves  and  meet  Santa. 

Clearwell  Caves.  Clearwell, 
Coleford  (0/594  832535).  Today- 
Dec  24.  Dec  27.  Jan  1.  Open 
Sat,  Sun.  lOam-Spm,  Mon-Fri. 
2-6pm,  Dec  16-24,  daily 
10am-5pm.  £3,  indudes  a 
present  for  under-I4s.  © 


GREATER  MANCHESTER 

Heavenly  scent  The  magic  and 
mystery  of  perfume  —  follow  the 
smelly  trail  by  sniffing  out  the 
seasonal  hidden  aromas.  For  a 
Christinas  present  you  could 
make  a  scented  gift  to  take  home 
(today,  tomorrow,  Dec  16.  17. 
1030am- 12  and  130-3pm). 
Museum  of  Science  and 
Industry.  Liverpool  Road. 
Castlefield.  Manchester 
(0161-8322244).  £4,  children  £2. 
under-fives  free.  Open  daily 
lOam-Spm  (except  Dec 24-26).  © 

HEREFORD  &  WORCESTER 

Christmas  Festivities:  Christmas 
celebrations  with  seasonal  food, 
singing  and  puppets.  Meet 
Father  Christmas  (£130  per 
child). 

Hereford  8  Worcester 
County  Museum.  Hariebury 
(01299250416).  Tomorrow.  . 
Dec  17,  lpm-430pm.  Free.  © 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

Carol  Concert:  With  Santa  Claus 


and  a  morning  of  competitions 
and  games. 

The  Needles  Old  Battery. 
WestHighdown ,  Totland  Bay 
(01983  754772).  Dec  15. 10am. 
Free. 


Christmas  at  the  Castle  The 
castle  is  decorated  with  garlands 
and  bows  and  huge  Christmas' 
trees,  phis  choirs  at  lunchtime. 
Meet  Father  Christmas  handing 
out  presents. 

Leeds  Castle.  Leeds  (01622 
765400).  Until  Dec  24.  open 
10am-3pm.  Gardens  £530, 
children  £330.  family  £16:  castle 
and  gardens  £730.  children 
ES.Jamily  £21.  Closed  Dec  25.  © 

LANCASHIRE 

Santa's  Grotto:  Meet  Santa  and 
his  real  reindeer  (presents  £1). 
Blackpool  Zoo  Park,  East 
Park  Drive.  Blackpool  (01253  ■ 
765037).  Until  Dec  24. 
I030am-330pm.  £2.  children  £1. 
under-threes  free,  family 
£4.75.  © 


Green  Christmas:  Make  “green" 
cards,  decorations  and  presents 
from  other  people's  rubbish. 
Hollingworth  Lake  Country 
Park  Visitor  Centre,  Rakewood 
Road,  littieborough  (01706 
373421).  Dec  16. 2pm.Ageseven 
upwards.  Free.  © 

MERSEYSIDE 

Watch  Out,  Watch  Out  There's 
a  smuggler  about  Rummage  for 
contraband  and  listen  to  stories. 
Also  Christinas  in  the  Paymas¬ 
ter's  House  —  experience  Christ¬ 
mas  as  it  was  100  years  ago  (Dec 
17. 29. 30. 2-5pm). 

Merseyside  Maritime 
Museum.  Albert  Dock.  Liverpool 
(0151-4784499).  Daily 
1030am-530pm.  13,  children 
£130.  Closed  Dec 24-26, 

Jan  I.  © 

Christmas  Pudding  Stir  Up: 
Help  Mrs  Sykes,  a  Victorian 
cook,  to  make  her  giant  ^pl urn 
pudding. 

Speke  Hall.  The  Walk, 

Liverpool  (0151-427 7231).  Dec  16, 
130pnt4pm.  £3,60,  children 


£180,  under-fives  free.  (Hall 
then  dosed  until  March  30.) 

NORFOLK 

Father  Christinas  visits  die  Hall: 
Join  hundreds  of  others  for  carols 
outside  the  floodlit  halL  Father 
Christmas  distributes  gifts  dur¬ 
ing  the  singing. 

BliddingHalL  Blickluig. 
Norwich  (01263  733084).  Dec  21. 
630pm.Free. © 

Visit  Santa's  Grotto:  See  him 
feed  his  deer  at  Ham .  each 
morning.  •  . 

Banham  Zoo,  The  Grove, 
Banham  (01953 887771).  Until 
Dec  24,  Mon-Fri  10am- 
330pm :  Sat,  Sun  llam-330pm. 
£430,  children  £295.  Closed  ' 
Dec 25. 26.® 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Tudor  Christmas  Experience 

Tht»mqnnrhQii«M>isdffWan°das.. 

it  would  have  been  in  Tudor 
times. 

Sulgrave  Manor.  Suigrave, 
Banbury  (01295  760205).  Until 


<c<  <(.- 
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GO  TO 
FRANCE  MORE 

OFTEN. 

WE  DO. 


WITH  40  CAR  SHUTTLES  A  DAY,  AND  NO  NEED  TO  BOOK,  YOU 
CAN'T  MISS  IT.  PHONE  0990  35  35  35  OR  SEE  YOUR  TRAVEL  AGENT. 
TICKETS  CAN  BE  PRE-PURCHASED  OR  BOUGHT  ON  THE  DAY. 


Don’t  miss 
our  special 

Travel 

Features 

in  the 
magazines: 

6  January — 

The  Times 
Magazine 

14  January  — 

The  Sunday  Times 
Magazine 

For  advertising 
details 
call: 

0171 
782  7325 
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EASTERN  EXPLORER 

ltd  by  Lidy  WafcGay  MA  (Omb) 
for  ftu  riftilh  nd  our  hdu  bnKstarc 
gb&  0181 5662729 

TRANS  INDUS  LTD 
leading  the  wer  w  India 
Northmnbedand  Boose, 

11  The  Pavement, 

Popes  Lane,  Ealing, 
London  W5  4NG 
Fax  0181  840  5327 
ABTAVCW5  ATOL3429 


Over  400  of  the 
finest  country  house 
I  hords  Sc  cottages 
!  throughout  Britain 
&  Ireland. 


[BOOKING  NOW  FOR  XMAS 


For  a  FREE  full  colour  148 
1  page  brochure  see  your 
1  local  travel  agent  or  call: 

01235  824324m 


ATOPW  «*T» 
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A  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  THE  WORLD’S  BEST  LITERARY  JOURNAL. 

Close  friends  who  share  your  love  of  books  and  fine  writing  will  realty  appreciate  the  gift 
of  a  subscription  to  The  Times  Literary  Supplement,  a  gift  they  will  enjoy  every  week 
throughout  the  yean 

From  literature  to  science,  from  the  arts  to  politics,  they  will  receive  reviews  and  articles 
that  stimulate  and  challenge,  and  you  will  save  30*  off  the  cover  price.  Now  there’s  a  thought. 

To  order  a  subscription  for  yourself  or  a  Friend,  call  our  credit  cord  hotline  now  on  01708  378  379  or 
send  this  coupon  to:  TLS  Subscriptions,  PO  Box  14,  Harold  Hill,  Romford  RM3  8  EG)'. 

Please  enter  a  subscription  for  myself/as  a  gift  for  one  year,  saving  me  30%  off  the  cover  price. 

□  UK  1  year  (52  Issues)  £69  □  UK  6  months  (26  issues)  £40 

Your  name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Your  address _ _  . _ _  _ 


i  enclose  a  cheque  for  £. 

Please  charge  £ _ 

Cord  number  LI  Ll  l-l  F 

Expiry  date _ /__ 

Recipient's  name _ 

Recipient's  address _ 


- Postcode _ „ _ __ 

- made  payable  to  The  Times  Literary  Supplement. 

.  to  my  Visa/Mastercard/Amex 

minim  .  . 

_ Signature _ _ _ _ _ 


- - - Postcode _ , _ _ 

Remember  to  fill  in  your  awn  and  the  recipient's  address  for  a  gift  subscription, 
A  gift  announcement  card  wiH  be  sent,  on  your  behalf,  directly  to 
the  subscription  recipient. 

This  offer  Is  open  to  new  subscribers  only  and  doses  31  January  1996.  ™  _ 
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THE  TIMES  LITERARY  SUPPLEMENT 
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^glipgggthmg  for  aDjhe  family  in  this  nationwide  guide  to  whafs  on  and  where.  By  Heather  Alston 


Dec  J/.  £330.  children  £1 75 
Openweekends  and  Dec  27-31 
l03Oam-Ipm  and  2-UOpm. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

The  Stolen  Jewels:  A  magical 
mix  of  actors,  masks,  shadows 
puppets  and  music. 

Moseley 

Old, Hall  Lane.  Fordhouses, 
Wolverhampton  (01902 

8pnu  O™ le>- 

2pm  and 430pm.  £5 
children  £3.  © 

SHS  ®oofcJ  Snap  Theatre 
Company's  production  based  on 
Rudyard  Kipling's  stories. 
BrewhouseAns  Centre. 

Burton  upon  Trent  (01283 
567720).  Dec 27-30. 730pm, 

£530,  children  £430. 

Dec 28. 30. 2pm.  £430, 
children  £330.  © 


530pm.  Sat  10am-4.30pm. 

Sun,  2pm-5pm.  Free.  © 

Christmas:  Make  your 

S^f®^*nons  rubbish. 
Hancock  Museum,  Barms 
Bridge.  Newcastle  upon  Tvne 
7418).  Today, 

Open  Mon- 

Sat.  10am-5pm,  Sun  2pm- 
5pm.  £3.  children  £2.  family  £10 
except  Dec 25.26.27 and  Jan 
I.  No  charge  for  activity.  © 
Christmas  Family  Fun: 

Make  your  own  special  cards 
and  decoradons. 

South  Shields  Museum  and 
Art  Gallery.  Ocean  Road.  South 
* *****  (0191-456  8740).  Dec 
16. 10am-12  and  lpm-3pm. 
Museum  open  Mon-Sat , 
lOam-Spm.  Free.  © 

YORKSHIRE 


SUSSEX 

DrusOIas  parfc  In  tie  Christmas 
Village,  Santa's  elves  will  help 
you  to  make  presents  and  cards. 
Plus  a  train  ride  with  the  reindeer 
outriders  to  Santa's  Roof  Too 
World  (Dec  9,  10.  16-23.  11am- 
■4pm.  E425.  children  £350 
under-threes  £1).  And  sing  carols 
to  the  animals  on  Dec  13,  14, 
(430pm)  17  (7pm)  and  18  (3pm).  ’ 
Drusillas  Park,  Alfriston, 

East  Sussex  (01323 S70656). 

Open  daily  lOam-Sfcm 
(except  Dec  24-26).  £335. 

-  children  £230,  under-threes 
fre a© 

-Christmas  Cracker  Hunt 
Help  Father  Christinas  to  find 
and  sort  out  his  crackers 
which  have  been  mislaid  around 
the  castle.. 

Bodiam  Castle, 

Robensbridge  (01580830436). 
Today,  tomorrow.  Dec  16, 17, 
lQ30am-l23Qpm.  130pm- 
330pm.  Open  Tues-Sun 
lOam-dusk.  Closed  Dec 24-26, 
and  Jan  2  for  six  weeks. 

£230.  children  £130.  cracker 
hunt  £2.  © 

Meet  Father  Christmas:  Profes¬ 
sional  entertainer  conies  to 
Pfitworth  and  tells  stories  and 
plays  games. 

Petworrh  House .  Petworth 
(01798342207).  Today,  tomorrow, 
\230pm-4pm.  Free.  © 

TYNE  AND  WEAR 

Christmas  Family  Day.  Make 
cards  for  your  friends,  crowns  for 
your  head,  Chinese  triangles, 
jumping  jacks  and  other  tree 
decorations.  Refreshments  are 
available.  ( 

Shipley  Art  Gallery,  Prince 
Consort  Road,  Gateshead  1 0/91 -  1 

477 1495).  Dec  16. 1030am-  1 

330pm.  Open  Tues-Fri,  10am-  i 


Wl  i 


Today  and  every  d 
end  of  December, 
and  The  Sunday 


Tales  Around  the  Fireside;  (Dec 
*7. 1 -4pm.  free)  and  the  chance  to 
s  meet  Santa  (today,  tomorrow. 
3  Dec  16.  Mpm.  £]  per  child).  ' 

.  ™  Rtddlesden  Hall,  Brad - 

r  JOriRoad.  Keighley  (01535 
i  607075).  S hop  open.  Sat. 

-  Sun.  l2-430pm.  House  closed 
except  for  special  events.  © 

A  Country  House  at 
Christmas:  Period  costumes, 
music  and  Father  Christinas. 
Nostell  Priory,  Doncaster 

Wakf^eld.  01924 
863892.  Today,  tomorrow.  2- 
6pm.  £3.50.  children  £130. 
Property  dosed  except  for 
special  events.  © 

Visit  Santa’s  Grotto:  Meet  his  elf. 
find  Rudolfs  missing  red  nose 
and  win  a  prize  (Dec  20-23).  Also 
Big  Fibs  and  Tall  Stories:  find 
out  from  the  mad  professor  the 
real  truth  behind  modem  myths 
(today,  tomorrow.  Dec  16-23.  Dec 
27- Jan  7.  throughout  the  day). 
Eureka!  The  Museum  for 
Children,  Discovery  Road, 

Halifax  (01422 330069]. 

Open  daily  lOam-Spm. 

£430.  children  £330. 
family  £1430.  under-threes 
free.  Closed  Dec 24-26. 

Father  Christmas  Under¬ 
ground:  Surface  entertainments 
with  magic  and  puppets  and  the 
chance  to  meet  Father  Christmas 
450ft  underground. 

National  Coal  Mining 
Museum  of  England,  Caphouse 
Colliery,  New  Road.  Overton, 
Wakefield  (01924 848S06).  Today, 
tomorrow,  Dec  16. 17. 23. 

I  lantApm.  Tour.  £5.60.  children 
£4.15  (under-12s  get  a  free 
present);  under-fives  meet  Father  ] 

Christmas  for  £130.  Open  ] 

daily  SOamSpm.  Closed  Dec  24-  i 

26  and  Jan  i.®  } 

Family  Funday  Concert  i 

Hear  the  music  of  the  Chinese  £ 

harp  played  by  Zi  Lan  Liao.  i 


Where 


Nene  Valley  Railway 

thorough.  Cambridgeshire 

SSLai'”™''  D“0J6'  17-20-2J4.9am-Spm. 

South  Tynedale  Railway 

Todw  » "■  » 

Midland  Railway  Centre 

“222  SS?5?:  Up1*-  Derbyshire  (01773  747674).  Today. 
£33&gT  4  6l  7l  19_24,  IIarn-3-40pm.  E6.95,  under-threes 

National  Tramway  Museum 

8525651 ' T0day' lomorrow-  Dec  16. 17. 

Swanage  Railway 

Station  House,  Swanage.  Dorset  (01929  425800).  Today 
tomorrow.  Dec  16, 17, 21-24. 930am -6pm.  Please  book.  From  £5.  © 
Mid-Hams  Railway 

¥™*l2d (0l%2  733S1°)- Today,  tomorrow.  Dec 
16, 17. 20-24,  JOam-lpm.  Please  book.  £630. 

Severn  Valley  Railway 

Kiddermin51eT-  Hereford  and  Worcester 
W  299  403816).  Today,  tomorrow,  and  Dec  16. 17. 23. 24. 9  45am- 
.v-opm.  E6.  © 


North  Yorkshire  Moors  Railway 

Ed^Fb 90°n’ PidierinB  f0,75J  -*725081-  Today-  tomorrow.  Dec 
Heatherslaw  Light  Railway 

Combi]  l-on-Tweed.  Northumberland 
(01890  S20244).  _6.  Dec  16.17. 22, 23.  Please  book,  various  times.  © 

Did  cot  Railway  Centre 

Didcot.  Oxon  (01235  817200).  Tomorrow,  Dec  17. 23. 24.  llam-ipm.  £5. 
Emhsay  Steam  Railway 

Bmbsay  Station  Embsay.  North  Yorkshire  (01756  794727).  Today 
tomorrow.  Dec  16. 17. 24.  i030am-330pm.  £330.  child  £430.  © 
Munon  Park 

489966)-  Today-  fomorrow.  Dec  16. 17. 23. 24. 
Travd  from  Belfast  to  Whitehead  with  Santa 

B™"”'  '6- 

Bo’ness  and  Kinneil  Railway 

BOYKSS  County  Central  (0131-441 1374).  Today,  tomorrow.  Dec  16. 

17. 23  and  24. 1  lam-3pm.  E430.  child  £4. 

Bate  Road  Station 

£lmiSSliS??iff*  M-Clamcrgan  (01443  204627).  Today.  Dec 
16. 1030am-3.15pm.  £1.  children  El  Please  book. 


Under  the  Clock  Tovier.  - 
Kingswood  Suite.  Town  Hall. 
Wood  Street,  Wakefield 
(01924 295121).  Tomorrow.  Ham. 
£4.  children  £2.  © 


Family  Fan  day  Conceit:  Celt- 
arabia  perform  Arabian/  Euro¬ 
pean  medieval  music.  Plus  a 
hurriy  gurdy. 

Chapel  Studio,  College  of 
Ripon  and  York  St  John,' Lord 
Mayors  Walk,  York  (01904 
623568).  Tomorrow.  Ham.  £330 
children  £130, family  £8.  © 

All-day  birthday  parly:  With 
downs  and  games  to  celebrate  21 
years  of  the  museum. 

Bradford  Industrial  and 
Horses  at  Work  Museum. 
Moorside  Mills,  Moorside 
Road,  Bradford  (01274631756). 
Dec  16, 10am-4pm.  Free. 

Open  Tues-Sat.  lOam-Spm.  Sun. 
12-5pm.  Closed  Dec 25. 26.  © 


SCOTLAND 

Christmas  Robin  Weekend: 
Bird  crafts,  face  painting  and 
festive  food  for  birds. 

RSPB  Vane  Farm  Reserve, 

Loch  Leven.  Kinross.  Tayside 
(01577862355).  Dec  16. 17. 12- 
4pm.  Free  (some  charges  for  use 
of  materials).  © 

Meet  Santa:  See  the  reindeer  at 
Camperdown  Wildlife  Centre. 
Plus  competitions. 

Camperdown  Wildlife 
Centre,  Camperdown  Country 
Park.  Dundee  (01382 
432689).  Today,  tomorrow,  Dec 
16, 17, 12-Spm.  £130. 
children  95p.  Open  daily  10am- 
2.45pm.  © 

Family  Christmas  Concert: 
Mozart’s  Musical  Sleigh  Ride 
and  Prokofievs  Peter  and  the 
Wolf. 

City  Hall,  St  John’s  Place. 


Perth  (01738 621031).  Dec  21. 
730pm.  Tickets  from  £630.  © 

The  Happy  Gang  and  the  Magic 
Snowman:  Seasonal  singafong 
adventure  for  under-eights. 
Mitchell  Theatre,  Granville 
Street.  Glasgow  (0141-227 5511). 
Dec  16. 130pm.  Tickets  from 
£3.  ©  Assembly  Rooms, 
Edinburgh  (0131-2204349). 

Dec  IS,  130pm  and  630pm. 
Tickets  £3. 

Carol  Party:  Music,  downs  and 
lots  of  singing  plus  a  few 
surprises. 

Usher  Hall.  Edinburgh 
(0131-228 1155).  Dec 21. 730pm. 
Tickets  from  £&© 

Hot  Air  Balloons:  Watch  them 
sail  over  Edinburgh.  A  spectacu¬ 
lar  right 

Arthur’s  Seat.  Queen’s 
Park,  Edinburgh  (0131-557 
3990).  Jan  l.from  1pm. 


Absolutely  Fabulous  Fashion: 
Exhibition  of  inventions  from  the 
Industrial  Revolution  to  the  fi¬ 
bres  of  the  future.  Also  indudes 
the  exhibition  Celebrations  and 
Pantomime.  Plus  all  sorts  of 
special  Christmas  activities  (to¬ 
day.  tomorrow.  Dec  16, 17). 
Scotland  Street  School 
Museum  of  Education.  225 
Scotland  Street.  Glasgow 
(0141-129 1202).  Until  Jan  7. 
Mon-Sat,  I0am-5pm.  Sun, 
2pm-5pm,  except  Dec 25. 26  and 
Jan  1. 2.  Free.  © 

The  Singing  Kettle  Christmas 
Party:  Join  in  the  games,  songs 
and  lots  more.  For  under-eights. 
Scottish  Exhibition  and 
Conference  Centre  (SECC). 
Finnieston  Street.  Glasgow 
(0141-227 5511).  Dec  13Jan  4 
(except  Dec  25).  10am  or 
11am  and  Ipm  or  2pm.  Tickets 
from  £4.  © 


Tall  Tales  for  Cold  Nights: 
Based  on  traditional  tales  of 
beauti/ul  swans,  changelings, 
spell-casting  and  spell-breaking 
originating  from  Scotland's  trav¬ 
ellers. 

Tron  Theatre.  63  Trongate. 
Glasgow  (0141-227 551 1).  Dec  IP- 
21.  730pm.  Tickets  £730.  © 

NORTHERN  IRELAND 

Cinemagic  International  Film 
Festival:  children's  film  festival 
with  masterclasses  in  directing, 
production,  acting  and  special 
screenings.  Including  the  Young 
Film  Critic  competition.  Films 
being  shown  from  all  over  the 
world  and  next  year's  new  films 
including  Frances  Hodgson 
Burnett's  A  Little  Princess  and 
Indian  in  the  Cupboard,  based 
on  Lynne  Reid  Banks's  story. 
Cinemagic,  MGM  Cinema'. 
Dublin  Road.  Belfast  (01232 
550088/9 for  details).  Until 
Dec  16. 

Minimagic  One-day  screenings 
of  the  films  shown  in  the  main 
festival. 

Antrim  Cineplex,  Fountain 
Lane,  Antrim.  Dec  II.  Armagh 
City  Film  House.  Market 
Street.  Armagh.  Dec  13.  Savov 
Cinema.  Merchants  Quay, 

Newry,  Dec  15.  Bax  office  01232 
550088/9.  £2,  IS  years  and 
under  £130. 

WALES 

Choe  Shop:  Make  your  own 
chocolates  for  presents. 

Model  House  Craft  and 
Design  Centre,  Bull  Ring. 
Llantrisant,  Mid 
Glamorgan  (01443237758). 

Dec  16. 17. 1030a  m-1230pm 
and  2-3.30pm.  £3  a  session. 

Open  Tues-Sun  I0am-5pm. 

Free.  Closed  Dec  22-Jan  2.  © 

Have  breakfast  or  tea  with  J 
Santa:  See  Santa  arrive  on  his  1 
sleigh,  have  a  meal  and  then 
enjoy  the  fun  and  step  on  to  the  1 
stage  for  your  present  I 

Dvffiyn  House  and  Gardens.  c 
Sr  Nicholas.  Cardiff  (01222  c 

593328).  Today  and  Dec  16,  / 

930am  and  130pm  (please  1 
book).  Tickets  £7  per  child.  ©  l 

Make  your  own  crackers:  tomor-  ^ 
row.  Mpm  (small  charge  for  t 
materials)  or  enjoy  storytelling  b 
for  all  the  family  (Dec  19. 730pm.  K 
£1,  children  75p,  please  book).  h 
Nam  M  ill  i'isitor  Cen  ire .  C 

Nant  Road,  Coedpoeth.  R 

Wrexham,  Clwyd  (01978  8. 

752772).  Open  Sat.  Sun  only,  d 
lOam-fJOpm.  Free.  Closed  — 
Dec  24.  ©  a 

Prepare  for  Christmas:  Make  bt 
candles  and  cards,  pin  cushions.  Y 
pictures  and  other  presents.  a 


is  Tv  Mawr  Countiy  Park,  Cae 
of  Gwilym  Lane,  Cefn  Mawr. 

5.  Wrexham.  Clwyd  (01978 
ig  S227S0).  Tomorrow  and  Dec  17, 
v-  2pm-4pm.  Cosr20p.  © 

Christmas  Celebrations:  Enjoy 
the  school  choir,  a  brass  band 
festive  food  and  hot  chestnuts. 
Meet  Santa  Claus  underground 
in  the  grotto. 

Rhondda  Heritage  Park, 
a  Lewis  Merthvr  Colliery. 

j  Coed  Cae  Road.  Trehafod, 

,  Mid  Glamorgan  (01443  6 82036). 

J  Today,  tomorrow.  I0am-6pm. 

,  special  price  £2.50  for 

l  all  visitors.  Open  Tues-Sun 

,  10am-6pm,  except  Dec 25. 26. 

'  £4.95.  children  £435.  © 

i  Christmas  past:  A  walk  through 

l  history  with  celebrations  from 

I  many  different  eras. 

Ltancaiach  Fawr  Living 
History  Museum.  Nelson. 
Treharris.  Mid  Glamorgan 
(01443  412248).  Dec  12-20,  tours 
7pm.  730pm,  Spm.  £5 
{includes  a  glass  iff  mulled  wine 
and  a  mince  pie). 

Santa’s  Soft  Play  Grotto:  Visit 
Santa  and  play  on  inflatable  toys. 
Pentwyn  Leisure  Centre,  Bryn 
Celyn  Road.  Pentwvn .  Cardiff 
(01222  5492 1 i).  Dei  13-15, 2- 
4pm,  £230.  © 

Celebration  of  Christmas:  Bell 
ringers,  storytellers,  carol  singers 
and  competitions.  Plus  Victorian 
games  and  puzzles. 

Bodelwyddan  Castle. 

Bodelwyddan .  Clwyd  (01745 
584060).  Dec  14.  from 
630pm.  £130.  children  SOp  (free 
with  accompanying  adult).  © 

Meet  Father  Christmas:  Visit 
him  in  his  workshop.  Plus  the 
exhibition  The  Ghost  of  Christ¬ 
mas  Past  showing  Victorian 
rooms  at  Christmas  time. 

Bersham  Heritage  Centre, 

Bersham,  Near  Wrexham, 

Clwyd.  01978261529.  Dec  16. 
Ipm-4pm.  Small  charge  for 
present.  Q 

Recycled  Christmas:  Make  your 
own  “green"  tree  and  table 
decorations. 

Atyn  Waters  Country  Park. 

Parkwell  Road,  Gwersyllt, 

Wrexham  (01978  720996). 

Dec  17. 2-4pm.  Free 

Red  Kite  Feeding:  The  wild 
birds,  normally  about  20,  arrive 
to  be  fed  everyday.  There  is  also  a 
farmtraiL 

Gigrin  Farm,  South  Road. 
Rhayader,  Powys  (01597 
810243).  Daily  2pm.  £2, 
children  50p. 

•More  events  for  the  period 
between  Christmas  and  New 
Year  will  appear  in  the  De¬ 
cember  23  issue  of  Weekend. 
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ruise  to  Latin 


It  |  ‘today  and  every  day  until  the 
I  end  of  December.  The  Times 
A  and  The  Sunday  Times  are 
offering  readers  the  exclusive 
chance  to  win  one  of  80  holidays 
for  two  worth  more  than  £150.000 
in  total.  You  can  also  get  ten  per 
cent  off  all  the  holidays  featured  in 
our  Around  the  World  adventure. 

Plus  there  is  an  opportunity  to 
win  £20.000  cash  for  an  SO-day 

IhoDday  of  a  lifetime. 

Our  series  of  80  holidays  around 
•  the  world  began  in  Europe,  contin¬ 
ued  to  South  America  with  exciting 
tours  of  Belize,  Chile,  Argentina. 
Peru  and  Brazil:  then  to  Pakistan, 
the  jungles  of  India.  Sri  Lanka  and 
Nepal.  There  were  luxury  holidays 
to  resorts  in  the  Caribbean  and 
individually  tailored  safaris  to 
Africa-There  were  trips  to  the  Far 
East  and  the  historically  rich 
Middle  East.  Last  week  readers 
won  holidays  to  North  America. 
Today  we  begin  a  week  of  luxu- 
•' .  ry  CFuises  to  the  Caribbean. 

.  Bermuda,  South  America  and 
Alaska,  taking  in  such  famous 
ports  as  San  Juan,  Nassau. 
Guadeloupe.  Martinique  and  New 
York.  • 

-  The  holidays  are  organised  by 
-Celebrity  Cruises,  all  of  whose 
ships  haw  genenously^ized  cabins, 
with  televisions  and  a  personal 
steward.  Every  evening  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  the  following  day's 
events  is  delivered  to  your  cabin 
and  there  is  always  a  wide  choice, 
from  skeet  shooting  or  a  bridge 
tournament,,  to  wine  tasting  or 
learning  die  art  of  French  cooking. 

Entertainment  includes  night-  . 
dub  cabarets,  reviews  with  singers  i 
and  comedians,  plus  extravagant  i 
masked  balls  and  galas.  i 


erica 


Spanish  colonial  fishing  port  of  Cartagena.  Colombia 
The  ships  have  casinos  and  dis-  Readers  may  collect  60  tokens  for 


cos.  swimming  pools  and  health 
dubs,  quiet  libraries  and  a  range 
of  sporting  activities.  Meals  are  a 
major  part  of  the  enjoyment  of  any 
cruise  and  this  week’s  holidays  are 
no  exception  with  menus  created 
under  the  direction  of  some  of 
Europe's  leading  chefs. 


HOWTO  WIN  £20.000 
Collect  30  of  the  80  tokens 
which  will  appear  every  day  in 
The  Times  and  The  Sunday  Times 
untD  December  28,  for  the’  chance 
to  win  £20.000  cash  to  spend  on  an 
80-day  holiday  of  a  lifetime. 

Attach  your  30  differently 
numbered  tokens  to  the  completed 
entry  form  below  and  you  will  be 
entered  into  our  prize  draw. 


two  chances  of  winning.  Entries 
must  be  received  by  Jan  12. 1996. 

Previously  published  tokens 
may  be  obtained  free  of  charge, 
until  December  13.  by  sending  a 
sae  to: 

The  Times/ Sunday  Times 
Holiday  of  a  Lifetime  Competition, 
Token  Request,  PO  Box  480. 
London  El  9DN. 

A  maximum  of  four  tokens  can 
be  supplied  per  application. 

TEN  PER  CENT  DISCOUNTS 
Readers  can  take  advantage  of  an 
exclusive  ten  per  cent  discount  on 
every  holiday  featured  during  our 
80-day  Around  the  World  competi¬ 
tion;  Many  of  them  include  five- 
star-  accommodation,  superb 


meals,  excursions  led  by  qualified 
guides,  individually  tailored 
safaris  and  sightseeing. 

To  get  a  brochure  for  today's 
holiday  and  those  featured  in  pre¬ 
vious  weeks,  please  write  to: 

The  Times  Brochure  Service.  PO 
Box  9,  Dunoon.  ArgyD.  PA23  SQQ. 

Bookings  should  be  made 
through  Cox  &  Kings  before 
February  28.  1996.  All  other  terms 
and  conditions  relating  to  these 
holiday  competitions  and  offers  are 
contained  in  the  brochures. 

HOLIDAY  PRIZE  WINNERS: 
The  winner  of  our  seven-night 
holiday  to  Israel  was  Ms  R 
Donnelly  of  isleworth,  Middx:  our 
four-night  break  to  Petra  was  won 
by  Mr  J  Ashford  of  Norwich;  the 
winner  of  our  fly-drive  holiday  to 
New  England  was  Mr  R  Tomlin  of 
Rushden,  Northants;  the  winner  of 
our  seven-day  trip  to  Disneyland, 
including  a  three-day  pass  for  two 
to  Disneyland,  was  Mr  D  Warner 
of  Lancaster:  the  winner  of  our  trip 
to  Chicago  was  Ms  N  Harris  of 
Fro ds ham,  Warrington;  and  the 
winner  of  our  seven-night  fly-drive 
holiday  to  Huntington,  California, 
was  Ms  A  McCormick  of  Alloa, 
Clackmannanshire.  -  i 


Win  12  days  of 
luxury  worth  £2,878 


'TieMeridien.  your  hmuy  fltating  home  for  12  day&  docks  at  ports  in  the  Caribbean  and  latin  America 
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Around 
the  World 
in  80  Days 
£20,000 
TOKEN  62 


IN  THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  TOMORROW:  WIN  A  CARIBBEAN  EXPLORER  CRUISE 


ITINERARY: 

Day  I  Fly  with  Della  Airlines 
from  London  to  San  Juan.  Puerto 
Rico,  via  Atlanta  and  transfer  to 
your  first  class  hold  overnight. 
Day  2  Spend  the  day  in  San 
Juan,  exploring  the  quaint  cob¬ 
blestone  old  town  and  the  EJ 
Morro  Fbrtress.  In  the  evening 
join  the  Meridien.  Day  3  Cruise 
Day  4  Arrive  at  La  Guaira,  the 
port  of  Caracas,  capital  of 
Venezuela.  You  wifi  have  time  to 
explore  the  bustling  dry  with  its 
mahogany  trees,  white  stucco 
government  buildings  and 
intriguing  flea  markets.  Day  5 
Cruise.  Day  6  Sail  into  the  nar¬ 
row  locks  -  there  are  12  -  of  the 
SOrmTIe  long  Panama  Canal, 
built  by  the  United  States,  and 
finally  opened  in  1920.  The  ship 
turns  back  half  way  through  the 
canal  and  returns  to  the 


Day  8  Arrive  in  the  Spanish 
colonial  port  of  Cartagena,- 
Colombia.  Days  9-10  Cruise. 

Day  11  Arrive-on  the  French 
island  of  Martinique  in  the  West 
Indies.  Day  12  Spend  the  day  on 
the  islands  of  St  John  with  its 
horseshoe-shaped,  sand  fringed 
bays  and  St  Thomas  with  its  ' 
bustling  shops.  Day  13  Cruise  to 
San  Juan  and  disembark.  Day  14 
Morning  arrival  in  London. 


Dec  31. 1995.  Jan  2T.  Feb  II.  Mar 
3,  Nov  10,  Dec  1. 1996.  The  price, 
with  our  exclusive  10  per  cent 
discount,  is  £1.295  per  person, 
down  from  £1,439  and  includes 
flights,  hotel  accommodation,  ail 
meals,  entertainment  and  tips  on 
board,  airport  and  UK  departure 
taxes  and  transfers.  Times  read¬ 
ers  can  take  advantage  of  the  10 
per  cent  discount  For  more 
details,  please  call: 

01369  70  77  H 


HOW  TO  ENTER 


to  wln  ‘“ky*8  your  answers  to  the  two 

our  competition  hotline:  0891 40  50  34  before 

The.vSnJf  bes  elected  at  random  from  all  correct  entries 
received.  Normal  77mes  Newspapers  competition  rules  apply. 

THE  QUESTIONS 

/.  When  was  the  Panama  Canal  opened? 

2.  What  is  the  capital  of  Venezuela? 
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AMSTERDAM  from 


£88 


BELFAST  from 

£55 

DUBLIN  from 

£59 

BRUSSELS  from 

£59 

PARIS  from 

£59 

BERGEN  from 

£ 180 

FRANKFURT  from 

£79 

NICE  from 

£125 

PALMA  from 

£125 

ZURICH  from 

£99 

PRAGUE  from 

£145 

M  British  Midland 

Diamond  Deals 

Return  fares  Cram  London  Heathrow. 

Conuci  your  local  navel  agent  or  call  (or  details  on 

|  0345-5 

54554  1 

Subject  10  jvjiLihhrv  Tuvcf  muu  include  >  SJtuniiv  mjdn  iuv. 
riuew  ums  will  jppW- 


To  Advertise  on  these 
pages  please  phone 

0171  782  7277 
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ADVENTURE  HOLIDAYS:  Off  the  beaten  track  in  traditional  China .  .  . 
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I  was  watching  a  rat  at  the 
rime.-  It  w as  using  an 
electricity  cable  above 

my  head  to  cross  a  nar¬ 
row  cobbled  street  it  was  in 
no  hurry  and.  on  reaching  the 
middle,  it  paused  and  showed 
off,  wobbling  like  a  top  trapeze 
artist  Clever  Ratty,  more 
Wind  in  the  Willows  cute  than 
a  plague-carrying  pest. 

For  a  second,  on  a  June 
morning  with  the  rain  coming 
down.  I  thought  the  altitude 
was  affecting  me.  Here  I  was 
2,000  miles  from  Peking,  in  a 
tiny  town  called  Lijiang.  in  the 
province  of  Yunnan,  whose 
borders  reach  to  Tibet  Burma 
and  Vietnam,  thinking  rats 
were  cute-  As  I  mused,  a  voice 
came  over  my  shoulder: 
“Come  in,  come  in.  Take 
photographs,  come  in." 

An  elderly  man  had  heard 
the  rest  of  our  small  group 
chatter  in  English  as  they 
paused  to  admire  a  woman 
weaving  in  a  window.  “Come 
in,"  he  insisted.  So  we  did. 
Such  an  invitation  is  a  wel¬ 
come  break  from  the  tourist 
round  of  temples,  museums, 
pagodas  and  stunning  views. 

Yang  Mingy!  is  a  poet  His 
house,  a  series  of  small,  veran- 
dahed  rooms  around  a  court 
yard,  has  a  room  dedicated  to 
his  poems,  some  with  English 
translations.  One  wall  was  a 
eulogy  celebrating  the  100th 
anniversary,  in  1993,  of  the 
birth  of  Chairman  Mao,  (a 
man  of  genius  without  equal  in 
the  world  . . .  renowned  for  his 
perfect  boldness  of  vision); 
another  honoured  women,  and 
a  third  gloried  at  the  prospect 
of  an  airport  which  will  open 


next  year.  It  will  bring  more 
visitors. 

Yang  Mingyi  likes  visitors. 
The  Han  Chinese  from  the 
rapidly  developing  eastern 
coastal  towns,  who  come  west 
to  beat  the  heat,  can  be  a  pain. 
They  sometimes  look  down  on 
Yunnan's  ethnic  minorities, 
viewing  them  as  poor,  back¬ 
ward  peasants.  But  foreigners 
are  different.  We  stop  and  chat 
and  perhaps  I  earn  something. 
Yang  Mingyi ’S  poems  share 
wall  space  with  postcards  and 
photographs  from  transient 
friends  like  us.  Other  trophies 
bear  distinguished  names. 
Did  we  know  Bruce  Chatwin, 
he  asked;  holding  up  a  copy  of 
Songlines?  I  said  l  had  never 
met  Chatwin,  but  had  re¬ 
viewed  the  book  he  was  hold¬ 
ing  for  The  Times.  That 
earned  me  the  right  to  be 
shown  a  proof  copy  of  another 
book  by  Peter  Go u  Hart  which 
in  turn  led  to  a  conversation 
about  Joseph  Rock. 

For  a  place  so  remote,  so 
difficult  to  reach  —  it  took  us 
two  plane  journeys,  one  over¬ 
night  train  trip,  plus  a  bumpy 
bus  ride  —  Lijiang  has  attract¬ 
ed  some  remarkable  people. 
Rock  was  an  Austro- American 
botanist  who  made  his  home 
in  Lijiang  in  1922  and  stayed 
on  and  off  for  30  years.  He 
came  for  the  plants  and  with 
others  transported  many  to  fill 
Europe's  gardens  with  camel¬ 
lia.  rhododendron,  azalea,  hi¬ 
biscus,  and  hollyhock. 
Goullart  a  white  Russian, 
also  lived  there  from  1940  for  a 
decade  and  in  Forgotten  King¬ 
dom  paints  an  evocative  pic¬ 
ture  of  pre-communist  China. 


FREE  WINE 
FROM  LE  SHUTTLE 


With  a  crossing  time  of  just  35 
minutes  platform  to  platform, 
Le  Shuttle  offers  real  speed  on 
the  journey  ro  France  with  the 
smoothness  of  a  good  French 
wine.  So  we're  giving  away  a 
free  case  of  wine  with  a  retail 
value  of  over  £60  with  every  fufl 
fare  standard  return  ticket,  and 


half  a  case  of  wine  with  a  retail 
value  of  over  £35  with  every 
short  break  ticket.  The  wines 
include  Chateau  Saint  Robert, 
Chateau  Barbe  Blanche,  Lussac 
$f  Emilton  and  Les  Chasseignes 
Sartcerre  blanc.  You  can  pick  up 
your  wine  from  Espace  Vins  in 

the  French  Passenger  Terminal 


del SSyejftfe 


Building  on  your  return.  To  take 
advantage  of  this  offer  phone 
us  before  December  23rd  On 

09  9  0  35  35  35  quoting 
*  Wine  Offer" 

0990  35  35  35 

Or  go  through  your  travel  agent 
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Fad  file 


□The  author was  a.  • 
guest  of  Air  China.  China  - .  - 
International  Travel  Ser- 
-  viceandRegenf  Holidays^  15 
John-Street,  BristolBSl  -  ■" 
2HR  (0117-921 1711).  Regent  . 
Holidays  are  China 
specialists  and  Will  arrange 
individual  itineraries. 

Tire  cost  of -the  abate  trip,  in 
a  group,  excluding  air  - 
feres,  would  be  about  £1,500 
-and  individually  about  ■ - 

li^oo.  '  " 

□  Airfare London-Pb- 
king  is  from  £550.  Air  fare  , 
Pekan  g-Chengd  u-  Kim- '  - 

miiig-Peking.  £300.  Foub 
star  hotels,  about  £60  a 
night  for  a  doable  room: '  .V  . 
Two^tar  hotel  (Lijiang 
or  Dali  Guesthouse)  B5-L20. 
Meal  in  restaurant  £4 
per  head.  Visa  05. 

Books:  both  the  Blue  .  '  - 
Guide  and  Lonely  Planet _ 
feature  China. 


A  market  trader  with  bis  wares  in  Kunming,  Yunnan's  crowded  noisy  capital 


Then  Lijiang  was  feudal,  bar¬ 
baric  and  St  only  for  tire  brave. ' 

More  recently,  of  course, 
there  was  die  much  acclaimed 
Channel  4  series,  Beyond  the 
Clouds,  which  managed  to 
show  life  in  Lijiang  in  dose  up 
—  the  bickering  and  boredom, 
the  prettiness  and  povenv. 
struggle  and  change  —  with¬ 
out  making  fools  of  the  people. 

It's  easy  to  see  what  attracts 
us  all.  Lijiang  looks  as  though 
it  has  been  lifted  from  a 
willow-pattern  plate.  The  town 
is  built  around  streams  edged 
with  weeping  willows.  The 
streets  are  paved  with  red 
granite;  the  roofs  have  up¬ 
turned  eaves.  At  2,400m  above 
sea  level,  the  air  is  pure  and 
the  climate  without  extremes. 
The  mountains  block  out  the 
northern  cold  winds,  so  win¬ 
ters  are  cool  and  dry  and 
summers  warm  and  wet 
And  inside  the  pretty  town 
live  colourful  people.  Yunnan 
is  home  for  a  number  of  ethnic 
minorities;  lijiang  has  at  least 
five,  of  which  the  largest  is  the 
Naxi,  descended  from  Tibetan 
nomads.  They  have  a  brilliant 
history  and  culture,  including 
an  interesting  way  with 
women.  Part 'of  the  tribe, 
living  even  closer  to  the  Tibet¬ 
an  border,  contain  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  a  matriarchal  society. 
There  is  no  marriage,  the  men 
stay  with  their  mothers  during 
the  day  and  work  their  fields, 
and  then  visit  their  lovers  at 
nighL  Both  property  and 
children  belong  to  women. 

The  Lijiang  Naxi 
women  can't  claim 
ownership  but  still 
play  a  prominent  part 
in  running  things.  The  older 
women  can  be  seen  heading 
for  the  market,  in  national 
costume  and  lugging  produce 
in  baskets  on  their  backs.  The 
young  adopt  fashions  seen  on 
television,  knee  length  stock¬ 
ings,  leggings  and  Miss 
Selfridge-style  frocks.  The 
boys  looked  bored.  They  linger 
in  streets  flicking  cards,  imi¬ 
tating  a  kung  fu  movement 
that  can  kill.  Or  they  visit  the 
Playroom  of  the  Magnificent 
Electron,  where  video  games 
are  based  on  martial  arts. 

While  costumes  change, 
Naxi  culture,  particularly 
music,  flourishes  after  years  of 
suppression.  The  town  has  an 
orchestra,  mostly  male,  mostly 
old.  under  the  direction  of 
Xuan  Ke.  He  studied  Western 
classical  music  and  for  such 
decadence  spent  17  years  in  a 
tin  mine.  He  appears,  un¬ 
named.  in  Chatwin’s  book. 

All  this  has,  in  the  pasL 
excited  scholars  and  back¬ 
packers,  But  not  money¬ 
spending  tourists.  The 
Chinese  Government  wants 
tourism  ro  enhance  economic 
growth,  particularly  in  remote 
areas.  It  will  use  its  ethnic 
minorities  as  baiL  So  Lijiang 
will  get  a  posh  hotel  and  an 
airport.  So  too  will  Dali,  a 
day’s  bus  ride  away,  and  home 
to  the  Bai  people.  It  is  nor  so 
picturesque,  but  the  surround¬ 
ing  area  is  just  as  glorious, 
particularly  Erftai  Lake  an 
which  we  spent  u  memorable 


afternoon  visiting  tiny  islands 
with  shrines  to  the  Goddess  of 
Mercy.  Dali  is  being  hailed  as 
the  new  Kathmandu  and, 
being  bigger  than  lijiang,  has 
a  livelier  nightlife.  You  can 
take  part  in  an  ancient  tea¬ 
drinking  ceremony,  have  a 
massage  or  join  a  roadside 
karaoke  session.  You  can  also 
shop  until  llpm  for  trinkets 
andent  and  modem,  have  a 
pair  of  silk  pyjamas  made 
within  24  hours  for  £10  or  a 
pair  of  trousers  for  £4. 


collection  of  interviews  with  70 
ordinaiy  Chinese  talking 
about  their  lives  for  only  £2. 

In  Kunming,  at  the  King 
World  hotel.  I  discovered,  in 
the  lobby,  the  best  of  loos.  I 
thought  this  accolade  be¬ 
longed  to  Garidge's  in 


London,  bur  here,  as  well  as 
running  the  water  into' -a 
hand  basin  and  holding  put  a 
fresh  towel,  a  young^ri  wfli 
offer  to  spray  you' :  with 
cologne,  and  squirt  hand 
cream  into  your  palms. 

Top  hotels  like  this  can' 
compete  with  the  best  any¬ 
where.  They  have  business 
centres  with  fax  machines  and 
air  conditioning. 

On  my  previous  visit  seven 
years  ago  China  was  no  place 
for  the  comfort-seeking  travel¬ 
ler.  It  is  now.  1  had  anticipated 
a  hardship  trip.  my.  luggage 
stuffed  with  a  medical  kit,  a 
mosquito  net,  pills  and  potions 
and  my  own  chopsticks  fear¬ 
ing  that  r  be  given  badly 
washed  utensils.  Not  at  all. 

China  is  changing  fast 
There  are  filthy  loos  at  tourist 
sites,  although  the  Chinese 
daim  to  be  building  4,000 
“tourist  loos".- And  the  over¬ 
night  train  was  squirm-mak¬ 
ing.  particularly  the  dirty 
sheets.  But  I  wouldn't  have 
missed  the  ride.  I  learnt  to  play 
poker.  And  T  won.  ' 

Linda  Christmas 
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"isitors  to  both  Dali 
and  Lijiang  have  to 
pass  dirough  Kun¬ 
ming,  Yunnan's  capi¬ 
tal.  Like  all  big  dties  in  China 
it  is  polluted,  crowded  and 
noisy.  However,  it  is  well 
worth  finding  the  English 
language  bookshop  where  you 
can  buy  guide  books  with  a 
Chinese  perspective  for  40p. 
classical  and  modem  litera¬ 
ture  for  Jess  than  £1.  or  a 


wan  Hellenic  Escorted 
Tours  of  India. 

•  Experience  one  of  Asia's  most  influential  and 
mystical  cultures. 

•  Small  parties  accompanied  by  expert  guest 
lecturers. 

•  Fare  includes  all  travel,  accommodation 
sightseeing  and  tips. 

Tel.  M~1 6002200,  or  write  to  Swan  Hellenic, 

77  New  Oxford  Si.  London  WClA  1PP., 


CAiha 


1 2  days  in  Beijing ,  Xian, 
Guilin  and  Hons  Kone. 

o  o 

From  only  £  l  350 


On  this  carefully  tailored  itinerary,  we  have  chosen  some  of 
China's  best  highlights  for  those  whose  time  is  limited:  Beijing 

with  its  host  of  monuments  from  the  Great  Wall  to  the  . 

Forbidden  City  to  the  Temple  of  Heaven:  Xian,  home  of  the  Terracotta 
Warriors  the  greatest  archaeological  discovery  of  the  century,  a 
cruise  down  the  Li  River  through  the  magical  landscapes  of  Guilin; 
and  Hong  Kong  with  its  exciting  mix  of  the  traditional  and  the  'n  -'W 

cosmopolitan.  As  the  experts  of  China,  we  are  able  to  show 
our  guests  aspects  of  China  beyond  the  reach  of  more 
conventional  tours.  In  Beijing  we  tour  the  hutongs  or  back 
streets  by  rickshaw  for  a  glimpse  of  a  more  domestic  world 
in  the  courtyards  and  the  quiet  lanes.  In  the  palace  of 
Gongwangfti  we  savour  a  performance  of  Peking  Opera  m  a 
traditional  setting.  In  the  evenings  we  attend  an  acrobatic  show 
and  a  Peking  Duck  banquet  In  Guilin  we  take  time  to  visit  the  craft 
and  antique  quarter  in  the  charming  town  of  Yangshou.  Accommodation  is  in  luxurious 
4-star  hotels  throughout  China  and  in  the  superior  tourist  class  Metro  pole  in  Hong  Kong. 
At  China  Travel  Service,  China  is  more  than  just  another  destination. 

DAY  I  Depart  on  Air  China  non-amp  fflgfrc  to  Beijing.  wit  the  Bwpo  Neofidric  Museum.  h»e  kindi  attheHua 

DAY  2  Arrive  Bdpng  in  the  afternoon,  transfer  to  die  4-star  Hot  Springs  before  returning  to  the  bty  ind  the  Big 

XJjuan  Hotel.  A  thort  cfoy  tour  Includes  Tiananmen  Square  Wad  Goose  Pagoda. 

with  tfie  Mao  Mausotown  and  Great  Hall  of  the  People.  MY  7  After  a  morning  vtoh  to  the  Grand  Mtamitwe 

OKt  3  Experience  a  rickshaw  tour  of  the  andent  “  Guifin  where  we  stay  at  the  4-star  Royal  Garden  Hotel 

WT  acmbe  River  to  Vangxhou,  through  China* 

Pahce-After  a  Bering  from  Jjyku.  Park  rT>o*t  famous  landscape.  BiwweYanraWs  antiques  A 

Utt  4  Spend  the  morning  at  the  Great  WiB  at  BidaSng  flute  Ca»e.  JL  ^ 

DOT  6  In  tfw  morning  we  visit  the  greatest  archaeological  DOT  13  Arm»  _ ,  __ ,  . .  ^ 

discovery  of  tho  century,  the  Terracotta  Warriors.  Later  we  Manchester.  ^  London  Heathrow  or 

CHINA  INTERLUDE  TOUR  For  tours  ^  ^ 

'  Zi^anm.  pri‘“  “d  S  plS  ’"VaMhomein  theOri^r™’ 

Nay  9 . £1425  (235)  wpnot  **'*=fWvrl  mowav^sfeiand  JV 

JuntjullB  . £1475  (ITO»  in  cb*  JSL 

Aug  22 . £1525  (198)  ^  ^  ^  JM 

Sep  19  . £1475  (235)  IS 

Oct  10 . £1495  (250,  S' 

Oct  24 . £1455  (250,  '  '  T”  <temea,i:  jrI»rt  cn.  In  Hong  Ym  .  — 

Now  14 . ! .  £1435  (2M)  *  •  "■*  l$| 

Oec  19 . £1350  (170)  24  ^  botfiiie  br  our  superb  brock* 

A  01233  21 1818 

^nr  China  Trawl  Service  (UK)  Ltd  Rate  quo  ■*  (J  «fn 

Jf*  CIS  House,  7  U**  St  Hartsts  Lane  ^  WI1 

PTC  London  WC2H  901 

UTS  ■fctO,7l.8»W,lfairDI7l-B3*i,2l  31  Owete  ms  r  p  ffJJ  ^ * 


_ _ TRAVEL _ 

■  ■  and  a  magical  trip  down  the  Orinoco  through  Venezuela’s  enchanted  forests  and  tranquil  flatlands 

_ _ _ _ ANNIE  ANDERSON 

Brief  encounter  I  i~^ 

□  The  author 

•  .  -jg  guest  of  Corpc 

with  beauty  Sri 
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Getting  there 


Thirty  seconds  into  my 
white-water  rafting 
experience  on  the  Ori¬ 
noco  River.  I  decided 
that  I  was  rather  attached  to 
mylife.  After  60  seconds,  1  was 
resigned  to  losing  it;  the  only 
thing  which  remained  unre¬ 
solved  was  whether  the  croco¬ 
diles  would  ger  me  before  the 
piranhas  did,  and  if  death  by 
drowning  were  preferable  to 
either  of  these  eventualities. 

There  were  still  29  minutes 
left  for  such  unpleasant 
thoughts,  and  of  being  soaked 
and  shaken  by  mountainous 
waves  crashing  down  on  our 
flimsy  rubber  raft  I  learnt 
afterwards  that  negotiating 
the  Atures  Rapids  usually 
takes  two  hours  —  only  the  fact 
that  the  river  was  swollen  by 
heavy  rain  made  our  boatman 
decide  to  shorten  the  trip. 

It  was  some  comfort  to  know 
that  I  was  not  the  only  person 
to  have  found  this  a  daunting 
experience.  In  1618,  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  was  prevented  from 
reaching  the  legendary  city  of 
Cl  Dorado  by  the  impossibility 
of  forging  the  Orinoco  rapids. 

The  cheap  thrills  to  be  had 
from  such  theme-park  style 
adventures  were,  in  any  case, 
far  less  exciting  than  some  of 
the  other  activities  we  sampled 
during  our  stay  in  Venezuela. 
Bird-watching,  for  one.  Hato 
.Cl  Cedral.  a  working  cattle 


ranch  in  the  beautiful,  remote 
Uanos  region  —  about  one 
hours  flight  from  Caracas  arid 
three  hours’  drive  from  San 
Fernando  de  Apure  —  was  an 
ornithologist's  paradise,  with 
more  than  200  species  of  birds, 
as  well  as  other  wildlife  such 
as  cayman,  capybaras,  an 
endearingly  inscrutable  ro- 


VENEZUELA 
San  Fernando  de  Apure^.-^ 


>Pueno  Ayacucho 
/  5  \yentuari 

*VMB 


dent  resembling  a  large  guin¬ 
ea  pig,  anacondas,  and  fresh¬ 
water  dolphins  in  its  marshes 
and  savannahs.  Getting  up 
before  dawn  to  climb  aboard  a 
truck  for  an  hour-long  journey 
into  the  middle  of  nowhere 
was  unforgettable  —  enor¬ 
mous  skies  brooding  over 
mirror-like  lagoons,  empty 
dirt  roads  stretching  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  see.  and  an 
immense  quiet  broken  only  by 
the  sudden  ay  of  a  bird.  Later 
that  day,  we  journeyed  by  boat 


into  the  marshlands  —  a 
freshwater  sea  interspersed 
with  floating  islands  of  water 
hyacinth — to  fish  for  piranha, 
which  we  did  with  some 
success  until  interrupted  by  a 
crocodile,  drawn  by  the  smell 
of  fresh  meat  we  had  been 
using  as  bait  This  was  no 
ordinary  crocodile,  our  guide 
told  us,  but  an  Orinoco  croco¬ 
dile  —  one  of  only  3,000  left  in 
the  world.  We  looked  at  it  with 
renewed  respect. 

It  was  the  high  point  of  a 
remarkable  day:  spotting 
kingfishers  and  vermilion  fly¬ 
catchers  swooping  low  over 
the  river,  and  macaws  flying 
up  with  a  flash  of  blue  and 
scarlet  wings;  scanning  the 
undergrowth  for  the  more 
sombre  plumage  of  the  rarer 
birds  —  such  as  the  bizarre, 
leaf-eating  hoatzin.  distant 
cousin  of  Archaeopteryx.  We 
sighted  families  of  capybara. 
as  well  as  turtles  and  cayman, 
howler .  monkeys,  toucans, 
flocks  of  ibis  and  the  ubiqui¬ 
tous  caracara  bird,  whose 
onomatopoeic  name  evokes  its 
call. 

Next  day,  we  flew  to  the  little 
border  town  of  Puerto  Ayacu- 
cho,  on  the  banks  of  die 
Orinoco  —  a  half-hour  flight 
which  brought  us  into  a  differ¬ 
ent  landscape,  of  mountains 
and  forest  There  we  spent  a 
tranquil  two  hours  journeying 
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down  the  vast  river  on  a  boat 
like  The  African  Queen.  There 
was  nothing  to  see  but  sky, 
water  and  trees  —  like  a  vision 
of  the  Earthly  Paradise  which 
Gtristopher  Columbus  be¬ 
lieved  he  had  found  when  he 
landed  off  the  coast  of  Venezu¬ 
ela  in  149S.  Then  it  was  on  to 
the  Rapids  Experience  —  fol- 


village.  with  small  huts,  sleep¬ 
ing  from  two  to  six  people, 
constructed  around  a  dining 
area  and  bar.  The  accommo¬ 
dation  was  basic  but  tasteful: 
pink-washed  walls,  cane  furni¬ 
ture  and  reed  mats,  as  well  as 
the  obligatory  ceiling  fan. 

Another  feature  common  to 
all  the  places  we  stayed  at  was 


lowed  by  a  necessary  shower  •  an  emphasis  on  local  cuisine 
and  a  change  of  clothes  at  —  in  this  case  Piaroa  Indian. 


Camp  Calypso.  This,  like  most 
of  the  camps  we  stayed  at.  was 
built  to  resemble  an  Indian 


Along  the  Nile  we  find  a  timeless  A  OPCCiai  AmOUnCement 

quietude  over  which  preside  the  an- 

&TSSSS  THF  TTMFI  FSQ  NTT  F 

Nile’ -thus  ran  the  classical  wisdom  1 1IX>  1  iHliiJLi 

of  Herodotus,  and  in  taking  a  lei¬ 
surely  endse  to  Upper  Egypt  and 
Aswan,  on  Ihe  northern  edge  of  Lake 
Nasser. the  traveller  does  iron  than 
just  ohserve  the  life  and  relics  of 
Egypt  but  in  choosing  to  travel  alor^^ 
the  Nile,  isusingone  of  the  principal 
means  of  transpoTtationlorthe  area. 

The  one  aspect  of  cruising  the  Nile 
that  has  changed  has  been  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  vessels  and  we  have  been 
lucky  to  secure  cabins  on  one  of  the 
finest  currently  in  service  -  the  MS 
Serenade.  The  modem  and  elegant 
featuresof  the  vessel,  together  with 
itsmusic^ i  theme,  makeitthe  most  Cruise  between  Aswan  and  Luxor  on  board  the 

SriioSo^?”n8Wa>'t01iee  MS  Serenade,  one  of  the  finest  vessels  ou  the  Nile 

p»e  58  passenger cabins,  all  with_full  - -  7  nights  from  £480.00 - 

facilities. feature  custom-made  fur¬ 
niture  and  huge  French  windows  and  join  the  Serenade  for  a  7-night  £89).  Return  downstream  to  Luxor 
with  spectacular  views  of  the  Nile  cruise-Visit  the  West  Bank,  the  Val-  and  visit  the  Temple  of  Kamak.  Re- 
while  the  pub  lie  rooms  are  decorated  ley  of  the  Kings  and  the  Temple  of  tumflighttoLondonCatwick. 

in  neo-classical  style.  Khnum,  sail  to  Edfu  and  Korn  C)mbo  npPADTTTDrc  xv  pprrrc 

____  visiting  their  temples,  and  on  to  As-  ®  PRICES 

ITINERARY  EM  BRIEF  wan  with  fuO  sightseeing  programme  1996  Mondays  -  pct  person  in  twin 


A  Special  Announcement 

THE  TIMELESS  NILE 
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Cruise  between  Aswan  and  Luxor  on  board  the 
MS  Serenade,  one  of  the  finest  vessels  on  the  Nile 
- -  7  nights  from  £480.00 - 


FebrmryS.  12, 19,26X555 
March4,  II.  18.25X520 
April 1X550 
April  8.15,22.29X500 
May  6. 13, 20,27 £515 
June  3, 10.1 7. 24  £480 
July  1.8. 15. 22.29X480 
Augusts,  12. 19,26X515 
Sepember2.9,16, 23,30X535 
Supplements  -  per  person 
Single  cabin  £225 
Upperdeck£65 
Abu  SimbeJ  (by  road)£69 

Price  tododec  return  ait  CravtUrarufcTS.ac- 
cammodaiiDn  forrnjftfikwi  the  5erenxte.  full 
board,  excursions  entrance  few.  semcestflo- 
ol  representative.  Not  iadadwt  travel  insui  - 
ance-nirport  taxes,  visa  ion  be  ob  lamed  by  the 
Company),  lips.  AarrioMM*  snbfcd  to  dBqfe. 

0171-6161000 

w 

VOYAGESJUlfS  VERNE 
21  Dorset  Square 
London  NWl  6GG 


Delicacies  featured  on  that 
evening’s  menu  included 
casabe,  a  dry  bread  made 
from  manioc,  palmitos,  (palm 
hearts)  and  katara.  a  spicy 
sauce  made  from  water  of 
yucca  in  which  ants.have  been 
marinated  —  allegedly  an 
aphrodisiac. 


Amazon  has  20,000  species  of 
trees,  but  1  soon  pave  up 
counting  and  just  enjoyed  the 
view. 

After  a  delirious  lunch  of 
pabellon  criolla  (shredded 
beef,  rice  and  black  beans)  and 
fried  plantains,  we  set  out  on 
another  river  excursion,  to 
visit  a  spectacular  waterfall, 
where  we  swam  in  a  rock  pool 
before  returning  for  more  food 
and  an  evening  of  learning 
how  to  dance  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  way. 


Of  course,  this  kind  of 
holiday  is  not  cheap  —  which 
may  limit  the  numbers  of 
people  visiting  these  remote 
anti  relatively  unspoilt  areas. 
What  seems  to  be  involved  in 
promoting  this  kind  of  “sus¬ 
tainable  tourism’  is  an  exer¬ 
cise  in  damage  limitation. 

If  enough  revenue  can  be 
generated  from  tourism,  the 
argument  goes,  it  may  be 
possible  to  avoid  cutting  down 
the  rainforests  for  short-term 
gain.  There  is  talk  of  putting  a 


□  The  3uihor  was  a 
guest  of  Corporturismo  (the 
Venezuelan  Tourist 
Board).  Viasa  Airlines  and 
Avensa. 

□  She  Hew  from 
London  to  Caracas  (£495 
return*),  where  she 
stayed  one  night  at  the 
Caracas  Hilton  (double 
£68.  room  only).  From 
Caracas,  she  flew  with 
Avensa  to  San  Fernando  de 
Apure  and  stayed  three 
nights  at  Halo  El  Cedral  ar 
a  cost  of  £540  fora 
doable  room  including  full 
board  and  excursions. 

She  then  flew  to  Puerto 
Ayacucho,  where  she 
stayed  three  nights  at  Camp 
Calypso  (£270  including 
full  board,  excursions  and 
transfers)  and  then  by 
light  aircraft  to  Camani 
Camp  (£77  per  night  for 
a  double  room  including 
full  board,  excursions 
and  transfers).  All  prices  are 
low  season. 

P  Information:  Iberia 
Croup  Reservations  (0171- 
830  001  Ik  South 
American  Experience  (0171- 
9765511). 


Thrills  and  spills:  white- 
water  rafting  on  the 

Atures  Rapids  is  not  for 
the  faint-hearted 

motorway  across  the  Amazon 
jungle,  to  facilitate  North 
American  mining  projects 
such  as  those  which  have 
already  ruined  the  area 
around  El  Dorado  —  no 
longer  a  fabulous  city  of  gold, 
but  a  wasteland. 

In  the  face  of  such  threat¬ 
ened  destruction,  the  notion  of 
luxury  villages  in  the  jungle 
seems  suddenly  less  of  an 
absurdity. 

Christina  Koning 


Camani  Camp,  on  the 
banks  of  the  River 
Ventuari,  was  the 
most  luxurious  of 
our  “jungle  camps".  Accessible 
only  by  tight  aircraft,  it  offered 
a  well-stocked  bar,  pool  and 
all  mod  cons  to  offset  the  rustic 
simplicity  of  its  thatched  huts 
—  an  Amazonian  version  of 
Club  Med  After  lounging  by 
the  pool  drinking  rum 
coladas.  we  were  ready  to  go 
on  safari.  Our  guide  took  us 
along  a  jungle  track,  where 
sunlight  filtered  through  inter¬ 
laced  leaves  of  palms,  rubber 
trees,  banana  trees  and  giant 
ferns,  and  brilliant  green  and 
yellow  butterflies  rose  in  shim¬ 
mering  clouds.  We  climbed  a 
rock  wall  to  an  observation 
platform,  from  which  we 
looked  down  on  the  forest 
canopy,  a  tapestry  of  variegat¬ 
ed  green .  stretching  in  all 
directions.  The  Venezuelan 


in  neo-classical  style. 

ITINERARY  EM  BRIEF 


Fly  from  London  Gatwick  to  Luxor  (optional  excursion  to  Abu  Simbel 


DEPARTURES  &  PRICES 

1996  Mondays -per person  in  twin 
January 22.29X520 


Travel  Promotions  Ltd 
ABTAY1&S1  ATOL5R38 
Our  offices  are  open  for  tefephorw 
reservation*  wetkdavs  9am  to  7pm  andal 
vweten&SamloSpm. 

For  perwnal  cal lera.  our office  hours  are  Ram 
In  5pm  MeiMaysaiM  Store  u>7  pm  Saturday*. 


A  29  DAY  ESCORTED  TOUR  OF  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  ISLAND, 
NEW  ZEALAND  WITH  VISITS  TO  LOS  ANGELES,  HAWAII  AND  FIJI 


GREAT  VALUE  BREAKS  THIS  WINTER  -  FROM  ONLY  £  45  PER  ROOM.  BREAKFAST  INCLUDED. 


CB:  Ashford  •  Aylesbury  •  Glasgow  •  So ndy- Bedford  ■  Ttflord/Ironbridgc  •  TOwrinpon  •  ft;  (BF  2-200)  Bntuefe  Airport  ■  Ofc  )DM  1 101  Brno  • 
ft  (DM  11 0)  ApoJda  ■  Heidenbeini  •  Jena  •  Lopiig/Merseburg  ■  TCUoode  ■  £  (FT  37(1)  Bordeaux  ■  Brest  ■  Caen  ■  Dftoo  •  Marseille  •  Metz  ■  Names  • 
Never*  •  Toulon  ■  Toun  •  Troyes/Foret  d’Onenr  •  (:  |LTT  110.000)  Bologna  Tower 

GB:  Aberdeen  «  Bristol  •  Leeds  »  ieKcurr  •  Maidenhead  »  Nomnidmn  ■  Reading  »  Shefeiekl  *  It:  fBF  2.7QD)  Antwerp  ■  Leown  »  Liege  ■  ft  ft>M  130| 
Bscnach  ■  Frauiknin-Rodgau  ■  Hdmmxb  •  Kamen  •  IGrchbcim  *  Mjnvdh-Um«bjdiingi  •  Weimar  •  f  (FT  45D)  Am -en -Provence  •  Pans- Massy  •  Reims  • 
1*  (LIT  135.000)  Naples  •  Nanlci/Cwtchofrmno  •  pMTsh  (OR  33)  Muscat  •  fc  l ESC  13^00)  Lisbon  »  L»brm-C*inpo  Grande  *  SA;  'SR  319)  Rajnii  * 

LIAR;  1UAE  DHS  3J2)  Abu  Dhabi  _ 

GB:  Binmneham  *  Edmburpb  •  'Ellesmere  Ton  »  Ltmdwv-BrtM  Cross  •  Londorv-GarwicL  »  Manchester  »  Newawlr  •  A:  I  ATS  1.050)  Vienna  *  2:  fBF  3-200) 
Charleroi  *  Gem  *  Gem-Expo  *  Cr  (DM  J50)  Aachen  *  Berfm-HumboJdr  Part  •  Braunschweig  *  Cottbus  •  Deuau  •  Frankfurt  I  Oder)  •  Frcibmg  •  Fulda  • 
Glauduu  •  Hinau  ■  Harm  over  •  Kolmboch  •  Leipzig -G  Qmhcrsdorf  •  Magdeburg  •  Minder  ■  Ramin  •  Stuttgart  *  Sautgan-Sntdef6ngen  •  Wiesbaden  ■ 
g.  iPTS  BJ00)  Madrid  ■  £  (FF  530)  Coiaia  •  Lyon  •  Pa  ri^Charies  dc  Gaulle  Airport  •  Paris-Orfy  Airport  •  Pam-Velizy  (TF  5|IU  •  I:  (LIT  1503)00)  Acuta  • 
Bologna  Cary  •  Turin  ■  MO:  (M  DHS  860)  Casablanca  •  fiJL:  (DO  I’D)  Anttrerdara  •  Roaerdam  ■  Urredu 

CB;  5mh55r«  l-Midnp-Sunaa  »  g:  iBF  3.600)  BfuSS Off  Centre  •  Hasseii »  Bfifj;  (BfJ  A2)  Bahrain  ■»  &  iPM  175)  Berlin  Airport -E^bnade  ■  Cologne- 
Bonn  Airport  •  DinseMorf-Raringen  •  Frank/un-Lsr^eo  •  Hambsug-Krefer  Scraase  •  Heidelberg. Wilktorf ■  Kauel  *  Letpwg  City  Center  ■  Munich -Soutb  • 
Pomaci  ■  WbUsbutg  •  ££:  fU5S  112)  Safaga  ■  fc  [FT  595)  Nice  ■  Nice-Pent  Sr.  Laurent  ■  Paris- Bussy  Sl  Georges  •  Paris- La  ViHme  •  Paris-Monnnarw  ■ 
Pans-Rosoy  •  Srralboorg  •  Todotiar  •  £ffl:  (FIM  5601  Hekinki  •  fiR:  (DRS  27.0001  Athens  ’l  (LIT  175.000)  Fkkrenw  ■  Milan  •  M:  fl-M  411  Maha  • 
ML i  fTW  195)  Eindhoven  •  l-dden  •  CL  lUl  Wupw _ - 

GB;  LcndoD-Oxford  Circus  •  Aj  (ATS  1 JSO)  Sakburg  •  Q:  (DM  198)  Bedin-KurfOnaendamni  •  Cologne  City  Cejuer  ■  Dormumd  ■  Hamburg  • 
Hannover  Airport  •  Mannheim  •  Munich  *  Sdiwerin  •  Suhl  •  &  (TF  67SJ  Pins. Rive  Gauche  •  L  (LIT  198.0001  Duparo  •  IL'  IU5S  127)  Tibenas  • 
NL:  (DA  Am Hetdoin- Scbi phoJ  •  Maasmck  ■  OMN:  (OR  491  Salaiah  ■  SA-'  (SR  476)  Riyadh  •  HL  [USt  1 27)  Imnbul-Aiakby  Marma _ 

GB;  Undo o-Hca throw  •  Londtia-Kensoi^ron  •  Lnndon-Kmgs  Otws/BJoonisbury  *  ft:  fBF  4.700)  Brugge  •  Q±  (SFR  190)  Genera  -  ft  (DM  230 1 
Berlin  City  Center  •  Frankfurt  Conference  Center  •  Frankfurt-Mam-Taimia-Zetitruni  *  Hodelbeig  •  £  (FF  790)  Paris-Tour  EiffeJ  •  l  (UT  231.000)  Rome- 
Enr  Patco  dei  Media  •  JL=  (LRS  1481  Eflar  ■  NL:  (Dfl  2601  Amsterdam  Chy  Centre  •  SA:  (SR  355)  Yanbu  ■  XBa  tUSS  148)  Istanbul 

GH;  London-Mnyfair  «  ft  (DM  260)  DtteeMarf-Kdiiig^alfce  “  £.  (FF  9001  Psra-fGpuWiqoe  •  b  (LIT  265.000)  Rmne-St  Peter-*  *  Rome- Minerva 
[LIT  125.000  supplement)  •  2ft  (USJ  1701  Jenna  Jem  •  Tel  Aviv  •  KSEfc  (KD  51)  Kuwair  •  UA&  fUAE  PH5  625)  Dubai.  _ 


This  Winter  rake  a  break  with  out 
Weekender  Plus  programme  -  it's 
amazing  value  !  In  almost  130  desti¬ 
nations  more  than  170  hotels  offer 
attractive  bed  and  breakfast  packages. 
The  per  room  price  includes  accom¬ 
modation  and  breakfasr  for  up  to  two 
adults  and  wo  children.  At  most 
hotels  children  also  eat  free  from  the 
Kids*  menu  during  lunch  and  dinner 
Call  us  today  and  ask  for  “Weekender 
Plus”  -  it’s  your  first  step  towards  a 
great  break. 

^  ^pytujSiuC 


J\ew  Zeal  an  J  nee  n  pies  u  wry  special  place  in  many  British 
hearts  whether  il  be  lhruuglt  family  link*  of  jesieryeiur  or 
simply  the  appeal  of  the  beautiful  island*,  die  lifestyle  and  the 
wurmth  of  iu  petipk. 

Jt  is  irxtraordinarv  that  group  air  fare.*  to  llieso  far  flung 
Iblanda  cost  little  more  than  deMinulions  hair iheir  dist.iniv  from 
London.  Now  i-  ccnainly  ihe  time  to  vi?il  and  wiili  ihe  eveepliunol 
air  fares  in  mind  we  have  uminged  an  itinerary  »» hivh  we  heliw 
offers  wonderful  value.  We  have  al<o  recognized  (he  fuel  that  ii  is 
1  letter  to  break  a  journey  of  some  12,000  mile.-,  and  where  could 
be  better  than  ihe  South  Pacific  Uaniis  of  Hawaii  and  Fiji  lo 
stopover  en  route  to  and  front  New  Zealand. 

Th  e  journey  will  lie  led  by  an  experienced  Tiiur  Manager 
who  will  travel  throughout  with  the  party  from  London.  Pbnv 
sine  is  expected  lo  be  made  up  r»f  a  maxim  ura  of  -10  participants 

FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 

I’leu-ve  telephone  (1171-400 1 1376 
(7  daw  u  week  tlurinsi  office  hours) 


rriOBlf  Cfl^DQNlfi  UniTfDH 


1 1  CHABfS  S7SUT  MAV TAI*.  tOM>OH  WM  M£ 

iturMOm  mrumoaii  itcsuu  iruinoni 

r<  NC3UR  WCOMK  «NMI  0171 »  5 

*»l  VM  ABTAVXrit 


DEPARTIRE  DATES 
AND  PRICES  PER  PERSON 

aaoiiuher  \>m _ i-t, 

IJ  Vftrnler  JuTPij 

17  tHei-mbiT  jLili'O 

H3  LM  January  1«MIU  Kt4'L« 

•t.  18  Wbrtiarv  tlW 


Singlo  room  -upph-meni  KO1*! 

Pri,,-. .ulfrrl  |„  .urrlur^r. 

Price  includes:  liainomv  air 
I  ravel  ihrofiahuiJt  (he  iiinernry. 
ucmmnioWjiKin  in  firrt  H.i.'  ur 
comferljlilc  hmelr  wilh  prime 
InLli  nr  -Iiuvkt,  bri'ukfaM  daily 
(ewpl  lion»)ulii).  lajni'hc-nn 
7  days  Dinner  un  17  days  f  ifcirh 
Jrmel  ihroughuui  Hincrary. 
cii'uniiiin.  a-  shiiwn.  cm  ranee  fii-< 
and  vn  i,i-*  of  Tiiur  Manuprr.  , 
Not  inrfudrd:  Travel  in-uranov 
airport  laves.  l:K  di'(vjrturv  lav 
£10.  iipuunal  iirnniiifif  „r  li(:hl 
aircraft  C\eorsii,i»J  and  graiuiTicn. 


Q,rrf .hrbHfr  hrtlrt  T  nan  «nd  ran  cMAm)  am)  U  Jed  onto  ibor  parenu'  nwil liv)  irt  Tilwi  (nan  15  Pttcmha  I9W  lo  L1*  tttanan  I9K  imdr  hndi.uail  31  Jamary  l«4  ■  ylm  rbtd.  MNlabhn  «( n*»  n  tun  ol  WxOaBK).  Tb*  Kub 

Jskkenaffd  12  and  »der  (fan*  wb  Ifelr  (unou-  Bootanc,  are  kuUea  ro  mUdnr  of  «*«■  aflnawd  tn  tto  od  t  Ram  jk  ftyMt  *  loral  earner  ai  wieiird  Thr  (Wind  Siering  pntr*  Mbcue  jppmununr  rquvaksr  ul  the  lr*rd 
pn«-  awfawis  refer  u>  r*r  «W*a»lrr  Plu<  bmxfanr.  . 

TO  MAKE  A  RESERVATION,  OR  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL-FREE  ON  0800  897  121. 


Lake  Tahoe 


Including: - 

Squaw  Valley,  Alpine  Meadows,  Heavenly,  Norths  tar 


7  Nights  10  Nights  14  Nights 


January  £369  £399  £469 

February _ _ £429 _ £559 _ _ 

Accommodation  and  car  hire*  included- _ _ _ _ _ 

faj  Virgin  Atlantic  flies  non-stop  to 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles 


From 

£369 


Mammoth 

Mountain 


50 


childrens 

%discount 


TAR  INCLUDED 


7  Nights  10  Nights  14  Nights 


January  £399  £439  £509 

February  _ £429 _ £469  £559 

Accommodation  and  car  hire*  included. 


Hurry  to  your  local  ABTA  Travel  Agent 
or  call  01293  61  71  81 


Prices  quoted  are  pee  parson  based  on  2  adults  sharing.  *Car  hire  does  not  include  collision  damage  waiver  or  local  taxes  which  are  extra-  Children's  discounts  apply  »  under  12  year  olds  sharing  with  2  adults. 

Qfier  subject  to  evailabffity  &  applies  to  new  bookings  only.  Virgin  Holidays  reserve  the  right  to  withdraw  this  offer  without  'notice. 


V 


y 


20 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  9  1995 

TRAVEL 


TO  advertise  call- 

0171  481  1989  (TRADE) 
017!  4S  J  4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


CHECK-IN 


current  best  buys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 

DELHI 


otomt  ram 
torn 

£339  £583 
£325  £575 
£352  £638 
£209  £407 
£277  £453 
£226  £440 
£317  £545 
£297  £515 
£315  £594 
£226  £374 


NEW  YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA 

LOS  ANGELES 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 

MBKO  CITY 
KATHMANDU 


on?  ram 
(ran 

£99  £193 
£129  £189 
£159  £215 
£195  £271 
£195  £271 
El  25  £225 
£255  £326 
£276  £276 
£244  E3S2 
£265  £473 


ok«q  ram 
to® 

JOHANNESBURG  £251  £418 

HARARE  £297  £495 

NAIROBI  £223  £299 

CAIRO  £142  £237 

DUBAI  £194  £308 

m  £295  £495 

PARIS  £69  £69 

AMSTERDAM  £69  £69 

GENEVA  £119  £119 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  £688 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


AUSTRALIA  £33  •  USA  £31  ■  AFRICA  £41  •  PACIFIC  £39  •  ASIA  £31 
USA  CAR  HIRE  FROM  £13  PER  DAY «  CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  HEW  NORTH  AMERICA  DIRECTORY 


TRAIL 


U  tit?,  ib.\,©  S  \T 
J  WWi  tll»  'Vi  2  A 


ERS  >4- 


THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


NAIROBI  FOR  JUST  £299  RETURN 


Johannesburg  in  luxurious  Business  Class 
for  only  £742*  return 

price  per  person  when  husband  and  wife  travel  together. 


For  flw  real  towdown  on  woridwife 
travel,  TtaJlfmcters  is  your  oik  stop 
■  travel  stop. 

TraDfimters  offers  more  tow  cost 
fllgMs  to  more  desiraations  than 
anyone.  Experts  to  airfares  dime 
1970,  we  can  tailor-mate  your 
ffitMrary  with  up  In  55%  discount  en 

hotels  and  car  hire  worldwide. 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
TRAILFINDER  MAGAZINE 
CALL  0171-933  3366  ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458  UR  AHtA  69701 


42-50  &rls  Court  Road  ■  10ND0H  W8  6FT 
.  Umg.Haul  Rights:  0171  -838  3366 
Transatlantic  &  European-.  0171-937  5400 

194  Kensington  High  Street  •  LONDON  W8  7RG 
Long. Haul  Flights:  0171-838  3939 
Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-938  3232  ; 

■  First  &  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 
22-24  The  Priory  Queensway  •  BIRMINGHAM  B4  6BS 
Worldwide  Frights:  0121  -236  1234 
46  Corn  Street  -  BRISTOL  BS1 1  HQ  - . 
Worldwide  Flights:. 6117-929  9000 

254-284  Sauchiehall  Sheet  •  GLASGOW  G2  3EH 
worldwide  Flights:  0141-353  2224 

58  DeansgatB  •  MANCHESTER  M3  2 FF 
Worldwide  Flights:  0161-839  6969 
First  &  Business  Class:  0181-839  3434 


t/SA 


* 


(Kew  yorjk  £19^)  Washington  £220  Florida  £246)  (California  £26o)  chicagc 

OVER  200  DIFFERENT  USA  DESTINATIONS ,  FLYDRTVE,  SPECIAL  WEEKEND  BREAKS,  BUSINESS  AND  FIRST  CLASS  FUGHTS.CALL  FOR  DETAILS  MONDAY  TO  SATURDAY  ON 


MSA 

HICAGO  £27Cj) 

0  SATURDAY  ON 


KATA 


FLIGHT 


BOOKERS 


OFHCULLr/tffHMIBl  Ad  I  Hi 
WORLDWIDE 

°  aJreJJ  I  2,95?  Sydney  »£499  New  York  *£189 

Ol  7*1  7S7  ?nnn  c°sl  Calms  £625  Los  Angeles  £285 

N. ZealandSCZS  San  Francisco  £255 
Ol  71  757  2458  scheduled  anviws.  Singapore  £440  Orlando  £260 

RRST  &  BUSINESS  CLASS  Z™**!}*  “2 

0171  757  3500  . i£B?i  Hong  Kong£45A  Chlca2°  4270 

also  AT  gatwick  awort  a  Custom  made  Itineraries.  LasVagas  £285 

01293  568  300  Ball  £545  Atlanta  £239 

iS.7D^?Sn-iopni  Booklngv^^?20Jf?  Jo’burg  £429  Seattle  £295 

immunisation  centre  means  booking  the  best,  cape  Town  £500  Honolulu  £445 

0171637  9899  177/178  Tottenham  Court  Nairobi  £315  Toronto  £239 

onmanei  a  Road  London  W1P  OLX  Harare  £4S5  Vancouver  £305 

ASIA  DO806  ATOL  2562  WTA  Dubai  £320  Mexico  City  £355 

EUROPE 
_  Paris  £69 

If  Frankfurt  £165 

i  Amsterdam  £79 

Rome  £131 

FOR  YOUR  FUEE  COPY  OF  OF  OUR  AUSTRALIA,  NEW  ZEALAND  &  USA  BROCHURE  CALL  0171  757  2206 

M  lafee  n  Mei  Ntfas.  nine  to  nHMi).  naaond  and  reload  uaggemMa  4  Ism  «hs»  nfciWt 


/llitalia  ««r  trav 
dwide  Fnghtboolcers  offer 
SOOO  great  valaie  on  lew 
uJJOPE  cost  flights  wHh 
2000  yn  Worlds  leading 
scheduled  sdrSno^ 
"7^  Substantial  savings  on: 

•Flights.  Car  Hta 
SoUtl  •  Hotels  •  Insurance 

■  Custom  made  Itineraries. 


elling  freestyle 
1  WORLDWIDE  AMERICAS 


Booking  with  FHghtbookers 
means  booking  the  best 

177/178  Tottenham  Court 
Road  London  W1P  OLX 

ABBLDOBM  ATOL  2562  IATA 


Sydney  *£499 
Calms  £625 
N.  Zealand  £625 
Singapore  £440 
Bangkok  £429 
Hong  Kong  £451 
Tokyo  £589 
Ball  £545 

Jo’burg  £429 
Cape  Town  £500 
Nairobi  £315 
Harare  £485 
Dubai  £320 


FARES  INCLUDE  ALL  AIRPORT  DEPARTURE  TAXES 
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Sydney  £399  Jo  tag  XS99  Jamaica  XS9 

Bangs*  £399  Lumr  £173  Maipta  on 

y  Kuala  Lunpr  £489  Mid  CIS  Bombay  ggg 

- AMERICAS  -  01279  713  747 - 

Ifiari  £234  SJrstisco  £328  NewYork  £189 

Orfando  1249  LaAnpies  £320  Boston  f2U 

^Dafas  £387  Chicago  £387  Tororto 

- HBHK—  01279713737 - 

Paris  £  75  Sdztug  £68  Amstadam  £72 

Cokgn  £88  Venice  OS  Valencia  £124 

tHaniug  £129  Genoa  £118  Lisbon  £344 


VICEROY  AIR 
INTERNATIONAL  i 
.  8147674111 
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ATHENE  124 
BARCELONA  120 
BUDAPEST  150 
CAIRO  246 
CANARES  lOS 
COPENHAGEN  134 
FARO  SO 
FRANKFURT  95 
FUNCHAL  120 
gwgi  119 


MKimUA  309  MM  200 

UW”  **  H5J«r  m 
iMinn  iso  CMHH  179  MDBtST  W 

SwjSa  83  USA.  W  EMHMfll 

MLAN  118  fiJWBKM  M)  ARBCA  280 

Morocco  120  CMHBPM  2Z9  BMOIB  90 

RShijr  J2?  AIL  HUUBKC  A  emOKMOST 

tclKto  170  imhumem  OBCfluaragE 

VB9MA  147  HnMMMn||H 

ZURICH  122  HMiPMKi 


Aastraliand 

NewZealanti 


JO’BURG 

|  £1009rtni 

*  Spouse  £505 
BUSINESS  CLASS 


_NEW  YEARS  SPECIAL  I  NEW  YORK 

MIAMI  Af,p,  , 

£210RTNVkf£595rtnl 

Prices  (r,  and  exclude  taxes  T  BUSINESS  CLASS 


London  to  Scotland 
—  for  the  price  of  a 
pair  of  jeans* 


/01582445566 


COST CUTTERS  on  nights  A  Mil 
to  Europe.  USA  A  moat  dmuna- 
Uom.  Dlptomal  Travel  Services 
LMh  0171  730  2201.  AST  A 
23703  LATA/ ATOL  1366. 


x  v  From 

DUBLIN  rfr  £49 
PARIS  ■  £55 

AMSTERDAM  £63 
BRUSSELS  £64 

NICE  %  ^  fios 

NEW  YORK  %  £177 

TORONTO  £215 

PHILADELPHIA  ,£230 
ATLANTA  £233 

ORLANDO  £250 

.LOS.  ANGELES  £259 
DETROIT  ;  £275 

SEATTLE  ::  \  £289 

VANCOUVER  '  £303 

CALGARY  £303 

DUBAI  .;  £313; 

MEXICO  t£350; 

BANGKOK :  l £398 

JOHANNESBURG  £414 
KtNBSTON  '  “'■■jWEi; 
DURBAN  f  £506 

Our  exetusive  fare  search 
had  45,242  requests  for  discounted 
airfares  last  week. 


IATA.  AHTA  No.  48226.  ATOL  Na  3873  Faraa  vAfacl  D  aofloMy.  tax  «ha<5 
HVPptfa,  ^odfe  bamMig  Ida  and  am  IM  ■>  lor  wimad^Mi  depann.  Farm*  lor 
depaitiMBS  trail  Southern  nrpans.  t%  daiga  applaa  to  aodiMhaiga  anl 
Daraaaons  on  boeklnga  under  £2.000.  '□nanaig  horn  Mon-T)uv  Bam-Bpn. 

Rl  lnriMM  ImHM  Sji  lIMjg 


17  DAYS  ANNUAL 
EUROPE  INSURANCE 
FROM  FROM 

£14.50  £35.00 

FLEXIBLE  COVER  &  PRICES 
TO  SUIT  EVERY  TRAVELLER 
AND  EVERY  UUP. 


yCLUl 

rtiDIREC 


.OnSnimBi  non 

£79  El OHBfiK 

^  NRH1 


YACAXKXff  TRAVEL 


BUK>  »  MUM  30 

Malaga  fiS  OSKZi  » 

AUCWffi  9  MALTA  » 

TBCOffi  TO  TUKUr  119 

LAS  SALIMS  79  SUB.  129 

lanzmkjie  79  arms  i» 


[08003718S5 


■®ir. 


Lli'YI  laBMriKWiMBmi  li 
pnenj HC1UD4  lp.tax  e  *** 


Itaavii  m»u»Awec  tnntnl 


BIG  SAVINGS  j 

FLIGHTS  *H.Y  DRIVE  -  TOURS  , 
MOTWWOMES  -  floras  -  CARS  j 

Bap*  Pnas  tan.  EsWscdTIm  | 
TORONTD  B» 

HALIFAX  £270 
MONTREAL  £210 
WWW  £330 
VAM2RAER  035 

MVCAU.  Tffi  5PECULBT  ' 

CAUL  STATBUVBS  i 
^unuu  «m 


i'J 

BS10GE 


CAPTTAL  PLIGHTS 
*★★★■*■*★★ 
PHCESRX1M 

USA.  EHO  UAFHCA  £296 
£171  AU5THMA  BSB 
BANOU*  £3M  QWB8&W  E229 

samrnxE.  oes  mubka  em 
ooja  SZ7B  mm  mm 

H0MHMQ  £390  CUM  EM 

ALL  RMMMI MO/W  FUGHIR  AWBABU 
★  ★★★★★★★ 
0171  2094000 

*  ★  ★ABTAB560*  *  * 

*  ★  5  I  if  ★  W 
CAPITAL  FUGHTS  ! 

*  *  **  *  *  *  | 

PfBCeSFMW  I 

»  SB£  S\ 


cubbexn  no  usa.  eta 

**★★*★* 
01712094880 
■k  -★  ABTAG560  *  * 


BAHGHKFf  II  mil  I  I 

BOKTOUI  £349  NEW  TITO  £189 
HONGKONG  £483  HIQj$AQ  £5091 
JOTJJRG  E419  SYDKY  £«9l 

mkehs  nra  nwmto  qhb| 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


QO-OOA  From  C1B9.  Krrala  Fr 
£199.  0171^39  4606  RMall  , 
Awnw  tor  ATOL  3314 


Pajiaseto 
South  America 

iE  Till  ICE- iV.ADc  SPeCIfiLIS” 
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FULLY  BONDED 


AIRPORT  PARKING 


FLV1NQ  (ram  GilWKkl  Park  on- 
airport  al  ncp  Fugntpoth  Long 
T^rm  car  parts  Turn  ud<&  lake 

c4(  «  hip  up  lo  244.  by  book¬ 
ing  In  adi  eg  8  days  £28.  is 
davi  £51  Price*  lalld  lo  31*  ' 
March  1996.  8oui  terminal*, 
34hn  Booking,  0800  128  138  i 
Man-Fn  9-a  Sal  945 

FREE  Hoi  PurUng  wim  1  nt  al 
many  airport  hotrtt  Fr  £30  SO. 
HolMak  xiraa  01303.813886.  1 

HEATHROW  £6  dally  l4d)K 
i  he  render  only  £3.  na  nun  May 

■  wno  ilny  dMcounl  Secure 

Parking  Lid  oiai  Rl  J  8130 

SECURE  Airport  Parking  Save 
£'*  ■  PretMak  lawn  um  nunutei 
From  per  dayA^anvtck  £5  96. 
Heathrow  £4  95.  i£3pd  after  9 
Monti  £3  80  Other 
Airports  HMIdAV  Sir*  01303 
812886  T  dayo. 


CARIBBEAN 


THE  W0RLD 

. .  -  Wmldwido  Rihgn  F11ght» - 

SYDMEY _ iVora  C5OT  NEW  YORK— fiwniISS 

perm _ asa  los  angbes _ cm 

AUOCLAND _ EG20  TORONTO - J219 

BANGKOK _ £350  NABKM - £355 

5MGAPORE _ £398  HARARE—  {478 

mat*  m*  Wtoitfi  mm 

HONG  KONG _ £450  CAKO _ £210 

London  -IA  •  llwJ  ■  Tonga  /  W.  Sauna  -  Auckland  - 
WUBngtwi  -  Oetatthunh  -  MaBiowrn  Motace  Sydney  ■ 
Auckland  -  F^l  -Cook  bfandi  ■  Tahiti .  London  £674 

1-3  Ferdinand  Street,  London  NW1  8ES 

•  Fucain  416P9C0  a  1—4:  nkiOUiMie.  du  —tom 


*5  0171  911  0900 


USA  A  Canada:  0171 91S  0990 
1st*  Business:  0171 911 0800 
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NEW  YORK 

Cl  77 

RO^rnN 

Cl  87 

WASHINGTON  _ 

epos 

MIAMI  _ 

C237 

1  ns  ANGELES 

rSMM 

SAN  PAMCLSCQ 

TOPnMTO 

CPIS 

BANGKOK 

fMft 

JOHANNESBURG 

C414 

SINGAPORE  _ 

CA41 

PARIS  _ 

C  59 

BRUSSELS 

C  53 

AMSTERDAM 

C  69 

DUSSELDORF 

£  79 

DUBUN 

P  49 

•  Return  fights  from  London 

•All  tees  subject 

BARBADOS  super  house  rigfn 
on  S  W  beech  a  dbh  Maid. 
AldU  IT  30 Dec.  01893  518301 


to  avaflabiTrty  KXl  booking  condittons  ■  Fares  axduda 
airport  taxes,  duties  and  weekend  supplements 
a  Departure  dates  vary  b  Ask  for  details  al  any 
Lunn  Poly  Holiday  Shop  or  call  us  now  on 

B01203  225888t 

Lunn  Poly 

§  The  same  flight  for  less. 

8  tLhaimoo«iliGn-FnSaOnhtan.Sal  BanvEpcn,  [TS] 

-  Son  BJOnm-Spn  HWHadBNnynuaacodiWtf  k.1 

S  Seddi  wn  CnCT  Cjg  acUm^ecf  tM  pgt  porror  ppenn.  Bta 


DM  £170  MN  £180 

Sy**f  £330  Na  £9 

Fuo  BO  TanBi  £170 

aw  DR  1M  Ada  £M8 

MLinUHn  ABMJPEM  BEST 
HMMkE  a  raCOUNT  HUE 


*.T  unfit  ndue  mem  too  liufliito* 

farMbdeeBOL  -Ifidtoikded 
4hH,M— p— AlwIU1— . 
DU  ft  store  *  MacriHtoania. 
cMDOBvanhkeakBLenckpMMB 
CALL  the  specialists  NOW-. 

Open  7Aaya 


omcnL  Laumui  agbvt 

QHgpaNL«N.HMKGUHUf 


!  CALL  US  24  HRS/DAY 


WSNTE1 


Rn.LFSl.FY 

-  Fabaloa  ftod ' 

-Facult?  face* 

Speak  w  Sm  reicnr  Scaond  Sofom 


Historic  Rochester 

BftIDGEWOOD 
MANOR  HOTEL 

»-r •  - 


■BOM  Wfta  Year  M*? 

Wlh  ■  ■Godoc"  ftncwr  to  its  manor, 


Tel:  01789/279955 


sad  escadve  Mhk  BdUn,  the  bold 

rM  iiHip aA  d  fw  far  uptorii^ 

laa£^&  and  ChaBn  Madlime 


ndFcbny 

"igtOWBa 


^MtolBM^  frkr 

MOAT  0500  12561G 

no'JM  PLYMOUTH  HOE 


TeLMaUock 


January,  February,  March 
£32  Per  Person,  Per  Night 
(Any  2  Nights  Minimum) 
Includes: 

Bnfiet/GriU/Healtfay  Breakfast, 
AM  Coffee,  Weekday 
Newspaper  Per  Couple, 
Snack  Lunch,  PM  Tea, 

A  La  Carte  Dinner,  Warm 
Executive  En  Sidle  Bedroom. 
Award  Winning  Hotel  In  The 
Heart  Of  The  West  Country. 

Brochure  9k  Memiv 
TIVERTON  HOTEL  FREEPOST, 
TIVERTON.  DEVON  EX16  6YZ 

i  TeS:  C1S34  25S120 

AAA  *  *RAC  ET8  4  Crowm  Convnandod. 
Adder  Cbortenap  Hotel  Ot  Dtsttoctton 


rrSACRACKBt 

CkriaaaaalMtkelHBaMtmU 
JL*km  MHatHc*- 
Warm,  rmtartng  and  above  all 
fianl  AO  luxurious  en  asdte 
bedrooms  with  sateUttm  TV. 
FREE  turn  of  Country  Club 
facUldsa  including  oil  of 
Langdale’a  vmmhSy  aettvtstma. 
AJao  a  Hair  A  Beauty  Salon. 


From  Only  £375  p^s. 

IMt  <015394)  37302 

ETBo.ooo  Highly  CbrnnaN 


HOTEL  LA  PLACE,  JERSEY 


AA**“ 

Reconttyrelurbtehed- 

Luxuty  an  suftt  room*,  rowing  log  Area,  blackened  beamed 
restuomt  AA  Roastta  Itor  superb  adsfrn 

4  Day  CMsmus  Housb  Party  F/B  £395pp 
4  Day  New  Year  Houu  Party  F/B  E395pp 
tndusIvB  of  fflghts  from  Southhampton  or  Stanatead, 
other  Sports  avsBable  at  a  supplement 

Telephone  01534  44261 


*From 

£29  each  way 


PENNYH1LL  PARK 
HOTEL 

BAGSHOT,  SURREY 


FEBRUARY  SPECIAL 
3  Nights  from  £ 79.90 


CVill—  81  I  *t VT1  FvL  -  IB  l|4  to  , 
dm  Mrtii  thn  Oiiirtniu  A  join  the  i 
nM  luaiiuui  DUnmi*  home 
party.  EAioy  (kpa  ccmniiioimi, 
ddBeigm  mod  nioioui  mm,  A 
rtiaa?hfl,»  mime  mi  A  mtaaha 
hoipifSi?.  Loorioa  30  sdaa.  Mod 
irtamign. 

TEL:  81276  471774 
AA  Sor  out  medal  Orinnm 
A  New  Yort  broctare 


Bed,  brrakfiat  &  evening  meal 
Large  icafrom  hoed, 
cnrcrainment,  indoor  pod, 
mwn 

*  FREE  CAR  FERRY  * 
Sandringham  Hold 
Seafront,  Sandown, 

Ue  of  Wight 
Tel:  01  983  406655 


28th-  38th 


ULLESTHOMPE; 

COURT  HOTEL  | 

traditional  CHSISIMAS 
5  DAY/4  NIGHT  HOUDAY  < 
mSM  FkrPtnm  I 

|  4  DAY/3  NIGHT  HOLIDAY  I 


CHRISTMAS  IN 
THE  YORKSHIRE  DALES 
TWi  nmnWcent  bocal  oSm  (be  0o**t 
bdBda,a  perlea  locKkw  wd  |torioo» 
tonuaKfaj  cawuryilds. 
CkrrehtoaglfyltaoiBS&todchduda 
ffiff  bdoar  (taal  ml  Ufaur*  Centre.  OAtns'j 
Nartny*  Riff  afmnauoitiilumilwi  daring 

£f  I2J0  pp  27th  -  30th  Dec 
Dinner,  Bed  and  Breakfast 


ULLESTHORP 


COURT 


“WJtEaE  PERTECnON  C  STAMfaUar 
Td  «4»  2MB3  Rb  OUH  amm 


CHARINGWORTH 

MANOR 

Gapping  Campdai.  GlouoatenUnt, 


100  outstanding  waterside  it : 

rural  properties  in  rrujy 
beautiful  locations  in  Devon. 

CiU  for  our  highly 

acclaimed  brochure. 
Video  also  available 

[01548  853089 


AA  Three  Ba 
wofSksan  L 
_ «tdtoW« 


Royal  Hotel 

Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 


New  Tear  3  nts  £186  n 
Special  imali  for  ddldrm.  (Prim  bn  Ml  bond,  ml 


Teh  01683  852186 
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SKIING:  A  French  clinic  uses  radical  techniques  to  nurse  skiers  out  of  mediocrity  and  into  deep  powder 


Sticks  are  for ... 
spearing  cherries 


JANESFEKCSB 


STEeM^TH  (o&ef  <WL 

ir v/\ef  thtahs) 

(D  LataaC  Lea  anuses  -•  Lie  on  wur 
side  in  a.  straight  line ,  are.  arm 

Swpptfftirwj  yow  shoddier.  T*is*i 
tywr  top  rtp  ■farwd,  and.  CiKC 


/  .  _ _ straigHC 

leg,  stonily  &ise  and,  lover  die  upper  Leg. 


©Uwr'  Leg  Lifts  ■■  in  -the  same 
position  os  Afcsve,  Jewt  tend-  gmr 
upper  leg  and.  rest  it  on  -Che  ftav 
in  franc  or  yon..  'Point  the  -toe  of 
tet  t  om  leg  and.  raise  and  lover 
\ it.  tSqxwfc-  ten 


•  The  above  exercises  are  extracted  from  Skilegs,  bv  Tessa  Coker,  available  from  the 
Ski  Chib  of  Great  Britain.  IIS  Eaton  Square.  London  SW1W  9AF.  £250  including 
p&p.  The  Times  cannot  be  held  responsible  Tor  any  injuries  resulting  from  or 
sustained  while  carrying  nut  the  exercises  and  movements  described. 


At  the  Ali  Ross  Ski  Clinic  in  Tignes.  students  have  to  be  prepared  to  go  back  to  basics  if  they  want  to  overcome  their  limited  competence 


The  Ali  Ross  ski  clinic  at 
Tignes  in  France  has  no 
interest  in  fractured  limbs, 
only  in  repairs  to  damaged 
technique  and  broken  confidence. 
His  belief  is  that  skiers  who  indulge 
their  sport  for  only  a  couple  of 
weeks  a  year  often  find  themselves 
on  a  plateau,  barred  by  inability 
from  graduating  into  the  deep 
powder  and  adventurous  ski  ter¬ 
rain  that  lies  off  the  beaten  piste. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  false  dash  about. 
Too  much  sprackJing  and  hoick¬ 
ing."  Mr  Ross  slips  into  the 
Glasgow  vernacular  for  ungainly 
movements.  His  clinic  attracts 
those  skiers  who  may  be  able  to  rip 
nonchalantly  down  a  smoothly 
groomed  piste  in  perfect  conditions, 
ski  tips  flashing  with  more  show 
than  substance.  But  tilt  the  slope, 
layer  it  with  a  brittle  crust  or  boiler 
plate  ice,  extinguish  the  sun  and 
strengthen  the  wind  and  the  dash 
quickly  departs.  They  start  to 
sprackle,"  he  says.  We  know  what 
he  means,  we  have  all  been 
sprackting  for  years. 

We  patients  with  our  tattered 
techniques  watch  as  Mr  Ross 
demonstrates  the  correct  way  to  ski. 
He  descends  the  slope  with  the 
implacable  style  of  a  vintage  Bent- 
fey  coasting  down  a  motorway, 
disdaining  the  fast  traffic  and 
presenting  a  lesson  in  elegance  and 
control.  This  was  effective  skiing, 
he  says,  applicable  to  all  weathers 
and  every  snow  condition.  “Put 
what  you  been  taught  up  to  now  in 
the  shredder  ."he  says  and  starts  to 
draw  lines  in  the  snow  with  his  ski 
stick.  We  gather  round  for  the 
message:  it  is  “Back  to  Basics  "time. 

Mr  Ross  has  taught  siding  for 
more  than  35  years  and  produced 
books  and  television  series  on  the 
subject  Little  has  escaped  his  keen 
observation  in  the  search  for  away 
his  students  may  escape  that  daunt¬ 


ing  plateau  of  limited  competence. 
The  answer  lies  in  allowing  the  ski 
to  do  effectively  what  it  is  designed 
to,  whatever  the  weather,  snow 
condition  or  steepness  of  the  slope. 
The  key  is  in  the  first  90  degrees  of 
the  turn,  from  the  twelve  o’clock  to 
the  three  o’clock  position.  However 
unnatural  it  may  feel  to  a  sprackler, 
five  ski  should  be  angled  inti)  the 
slope  and  held  there  firmly  as  it 
carves  automatically  through  the 
fall-line.  There  should  be  lots  of 
bent  knee  and  angulation  and  no 


concern  about  keeping  knees  to¬ 
gether  or  planting  the  ski  sticks  in 
the  turn.  The  Ross  premise  is  that 
parted  skis  provide  a  more  solid 
platform:  "Which  is  easier  to  stand 
on,  a  tightrope  or  a  plank,  eh?" 
Sticks  get  no  more  mention  than  if 
they  were  there  to  spear  cherries  or 
wave  at  a  friend. 

We  follow  Mr  Ross,  jettisoning 
years  of  supposedly  bad  practice  as 
we  go.  Weight  on  the  uphill  ski, 
angulate  and  lean,  allow  the  ski  to 
carve  the  turn  naturally.  Some¬ 
times  it  works,  sometimes  I  feel 
like,  and  certainly  resemble,  a 
drunk  attempting  to  lean  on  an 
invisible  lamp  post 

The  class  contains  a  good  cross- 
section  of  age  and  ability  and  most 


share  the  handicap  blighting  many 
British  skiers;  great  enthusiasm  for 
a  sport  they  do  not  have  time 
properly  to  master.  The  Ross 
technique,  he  points  out.  embodies 
what  is  taught  to  downhill  racers 
who,  of  all  skiers,  must  adopt  the 
most  efficient  way  of  getting  down 
the  hilL  Two  classes  each  spend 
half  a  day  under  intensive  instruc¬ 
tion  and  the  other  half  practising 
what  they  have  been  taught  Eve¬ 
nings  are  devoted  to  analysing 


video  film  of  the  day’s  efforts, 
brutal  truth  projected  on  a  tele¬ 
vision  screen,  with  individual  lines 
for  improvement  drawn  up  for  the 
following  day. 

Mr  Ross  is  a  man  of  infinite 
patience  when  it  comes  to  analys¬ 
ing  and  dissecting  skiing  faults,  full 
of  sound  advice  and  good  humour. 
At  the  end  of  the  introductory 
course  most  students  were  sure 
they  could  ski  more  effectively.  One 
medical  student  who  spent  years 


sprackling  but  rarely  fell  over 
complained  he  had  never  spent  so 
much  time  sprawled  on  the  ground 
as  he  had  trying  to  master  the  Ali 
Ross  technique.  The  report  on  my 
progress  suggested  I  remained 
stranded.  “Ce  n’est  pas  trop  tard 
pour  commencer  un  autre  sport,** 
was  the  bleak  judgment.  Chances 
are  that,  like  hell,  my  plateau  will 
have  a  few  friends  for  company. 

Ronald  Faux 


•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  the 
Ali  Ross  Ski  Clinic  and  Blaydon 
Lines.  A  five-day  standard-level 
course  costs  £180.  Chalet 
accommodation  by  Blaydon 
Lines  starts  at  £ 359 fora  week  and 
covers  flight,  transfers, 
breakfast,  packed  lunch,  after¬ 
noon  tea  and  evening  meal. 

Hotel  packages  from  £459,  room 
only.  Details:  Sid  Solutions. 

84  Pembroke  Road ,  London 
W86NX  (0171-602  9944). 


CHECK-IN 


a 


u. 


NEW  ZEALAND 


AUSTRALIA  SOUTH  PACIFIC 


CANADA 


THE  BEST  VALUE*  THE  WIDEST  CHOICE  OF  HOLIDAYS  &  FLIGHTS 


m  Farm  &  Homestays 

*  Exclusive  Lodge 

*  Escorted  Coach  Tours 

*  Cycling  Holidays 

*  Hotels ,  Motels 


*  Sailing ,  Fishing 

*  Guided  Treks 

*  Campervans 

*  Travel  pass 

*  Car  Rental 


CAfi  RENTAL 
FROM 

£18 

CAMPERVANS 

FROM 

£26 

HOTEL  ROOMS 
FROM 

£32 

PS)  NIGHT 


SYDNEY  ■ AUCKLAND 

£5551 £669 


RESERVATIONS 


INFORMATION 


94  Fulham  Palace  Road,  London  W6  9PL 


TEL  :  01  31  743  4455  Fax:  01  31  748  2274 


NZTIS 


Return  flights 

TORONTO...  from £195 
VANCOUVER,  from  £289 
MONTREAL.,  from £269 
CALGARY...  from £269 
ST  JOHNS...  from  £299 


NEW  YORK  ...from  £199 


Canada  hotline  0181  741  0777 


CARRIBEAN 


ST  LUCIA 

Lux  hfflside  vita  super!) 
views  of  Carfb/Attamic 
o/Joofcing  golf  course.  3 
bedim/  3  Bath,  pool,  Ff. 
£600pw.  led  cook /mad. 

01208  873137. 


CYPRUS 


*-  * 
: 


NEAR 

PAPHOS 

Lux  villa  private  poof, 
deeps  max.  8.  " 
magnificent  views, 
colour  brochure. 
Tel.  01733  230961 


FRANCE 


BORDEAUX  vineyard  19C  man¬ 
or  house  fl  dhle  beds  aUerttUH* 
pool  bbq  muo  tultv  ecruteed 
superbly  wo  *0  m*™  «*'■; 
port  JC1.2TB  /  E2^oop^  tow  / 
Mon  season.  0171  723  8081. 

01638  683959  tHl 

eHEZ  NOUS  "96  Out  SoorUSave 
money  book  dirw*.  Savoie 
owners  advert**  Chateaux, 
villa**  A  Farmhouses,  many 
Won  pool*.  collage*.  "pan- 
Meat*,  m.  home*.  Family 
hotels.  HAS-*,  spec  WLHoa- 
AP  regions  of  France.260  PO 
ml  nnvh.  nuu  £02603 


FRANCE 


NORMANDY:  Giles  do  Franc* 
cottages.  Hold  snort  breaks. 
Brochure  Ol  92272BTO5MTO. 


PARIS  by  EUorMar  S/C  Studios 
a,  Am  All  mw  locations. 
BCN:  01480  680  868  bonded 


PROVENCE  MedlvaJ  Chawau 
apt.  AO  maw  Conns*.  SO  mta« 
■Wine.  6  acres  grounds,  tennis 
pool.  SIPS  4.  0171  794  S261 


S-W.  FRANCE  NOW  booking  for 
1996.  vnias  1  conag**.  Atlantic 
beaches /bMiWful  countryside. 
Francophile  Holidays,  bonded. 
018394  31960 _ 


A  superior  choice  of 
traditional  French  holiday 
properties. 

FEES  COLOP*  BIOCHDSB  | 

imc  (PI7MT M*4I- 

QOOTE  XZFl  VMS  A 

thcuccs  «n 
Campaign* 


EASTERN  EUROPE 


CZECH  REPUBLIC 


b  a  Mar  hod  m  Fregw 

cat,  £24per&afbi 

AtotwUgdatomnM'  . 

ASX  FOR  THE  BRAND  NEW 


CEDOK 
TRAVEL 
LTD 


Telephone:  0171-339  4414 


oncorde 
to  Barbados 

every  track  this  winter  until  20th 
Agra.  Stay  for  7  nightsor  more 

■  and  choose  front  SilNW'LxNS/ 

Cobblers  Cove,  Treasure.  :; 
Beach,  Colony  Club,  _  . 
Tamarind  Cove  or  one  of  the 
other  luxury  fund*  in  our  24-pogc 
brochure.  £1995  to  £5385  with 


THE  OLD  PALACE.  CHSSTBX  CHI  'A3* 

01  244  897  999 

fluvnn  BOine- 


GREECE 


PORTUGAL 


BRBC0-RLE  ft  FILOXKNIA.  A* 

very  different  Greece  for  "96 
From  Pun  to  Peioponnese. 
from  Evla  lo  Er*nrv  01402- 
378999  A  TOC  38  IT  AT TO 


ZAKYNTHOS.  Rural  Bench  loc. 
Utx  villas  s/c  all  year.  Colour 
brochure.  Tet.  Oldaa  686227 


GREEK  Blonds.  individually 
arranged,  upmarket  holiday*  In 

ouaUiy  accommodation,  many 

Mil"  pools,  on  19  of  U»*  Inner 
known,  unayolli  Hands  includ¬ 
ing  CycUdk-  cruises  on  wooden 
tailing  boats.  lour*  of  anchor 
sties  A  waiving  holidays.  Greek 
Bun  Holiday*.  established  S3 
years.  ATOL  DO!  1.  AST  A 
V2V9X.  ATTO  20  hr  brochure 
lino  01732  740317 


ITALY 


Villas  in 
Tuscany 

“£99" 

Why  pay  more?; 

For  FREE  Brochure,  * 
see  a  travel  agent  or  | 
call  01235  B2431424i*i| 

-  e  *  f  m  i  •  a  -  p 

MY! 


fnm&jtuJ 


IDYLLIC  Italy  Countryside  to 
Good.  IW*  complete  selection 
8r»cK»walere  Toscana  0161 
707  0796  ABTA  V72-78 


TUSCANY/SICILY  select  noli 
day  properties  In  rxrellem  Iocs- 
ikm  Pools  etc.  Col  Brochure: 
OlHW  31120  ABTA  V7353- 


MAURITTUS 


LUXURY  5  bed  apL  sip*  6.  nr 
while  sandy  beach  A  lux  Mel. 
CMgSW  Q17QT  657348 


PORTUGAL 


ALGARVE  LUX  Villa.  HU  loc 

pool.  maid.  Tennis.  Sai  Tv. 
Aar  gin  lea  0161  9*6  4386 


PORTUGAL.  An  areas.  Villas  / 
apis.,  hole's,  nousarta*.  twit 
hols,  nights.  Longmor*  mri. 
OtBl  60S  2112.  ABTA  73106 


FRANCE 


P&Ofctt 

European  Femes 

DISNE 
PARIS 

£69 


FROM 

ONLY 


*  3  NIGHTS  SELF  CATERING 
AT  DAVY  CROCKETT  RANCH 

*  4  DAY  UNLIMHED 
THEME  PARK  PASS 

*  INCLUDES  RETURN  FERRY 
CROSSINGS 

Price  is  per  person  for  three 
nights  based  on  2  adults  and 
2  children  (3-Ilyrs)  sharing  a  1 
car  and  a  log  cabin  for  3  nights 
for  arrivals  between  7  January 
and  16  February  1996. 

RING  NOW  ON 
(01992)456045 

Or  im  your  travel  oginl 

ABTA  No.  V5361  ©Disney 


(PARIS 


BRTlUvK  NO.  ’  i-YRRV  i'OMS’ANY 


ALGARVE 

CARVOEIRO 

Luxurious  fecluded  villa,  with 
xir  ooo  sad  private  heaud  pool. 

Steeps  6, 3  co -suae.  GoJC, 
Tennis  ?  mins.  Phone/C*x/S« 
TV  etc. 

From  jf400pw. 

Td  01438  S14433 


SPAIN 


CATALONIA 

\TUas  CoL,  San 
■  Martin  de 
Ampnrias. 

Book  1996  by  end 
Dec  at  1995  prices. 

0167251  2262. 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


TENNIS  HOLIDAYS  In  Ule  sun 
ol  The  Jonathan  MarMM 
Algarve  Tennis  Centre.  Inrfud- 
.mg  Cnrtstmas  A  New  Year  AH 
age*  &  standard*.  Brochure. 

0171  AGO  0600  (24  hrfiL 


ltd 

SmplTtbe  best  for. 

.BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA 
ZIMBABWE 
NAMIBIA 
SOUTH  AFRICA  ’ 
TANZANIA 
Teh  0181  343  3283 
Fuc  0181 343  3287 
Gadd  House 
Arcadia  Averae  a 
London  N3  2TJ  M 


ff 


SPECIAL 

INTEREST 


BUTTERFIELD'S  INDIAN  Rah 
way  Tour*.  Join  our  special 
carriage  &  see  the  the  real  India 
or  Pakistan,  oizaa  47ozao. 


JOURNEY] 
LATIN  H 
AMERICA 


BkESH 


Tours  (London) 
0IB1  747  8315 
Rights  (London) 
0181  747  3(08 


MANCHESTER 

0161  832  1441 


*  000*180  GROUPS 

*  BCCFOKETOUItt 

*  LOW  COST  FXJCHTS 


HULYKMOm 


£ 


AFRICA 


CAPETOWN  MNBLAND5 
GARDEN  ROUTE 
NATAL  TRANSVAAL 
A  unique  selection  of  Omsk 
Hotels,  Game  Reserves  and 
Charming  Homes  8  Gardens. 

FV^rMe  with  fact  fligtrs  to 
Cape  Town.  Durian.  Johannesburg 
South  African  Affair  atolum 
SI7  fwi*c*t  Road,  London  W  80H 


0171-331  5222 


USA  &  CANADA 


FLORIDA  KSYS  OCcanOont  2 
BH  Z  Bath  condo,  pool,  beach, 
fly  to  Marathon  or  Key  WM. 
0P1  508  J7S  7400. 


KISSIMMEE  Beaml/lii  S  bed 
bungalow.  Prtvair  pool.  From 


ITALY 

Select  your  idyllic  holiday 

Villa  from  our  new 

*96  brochure 

OUT  NOW 

|  VENETO 

COTTAGES  TO  CASTLES  - 

01622  7268S3  J 

Tmcony  House,  J 

JJ/  TaubriJgc  Rd.,  MjiJtttue, 

Kent  MEI6  8N  H. 

USA  &  CANADA 


ORLANDO  LUX  5  bed.  3  Hh. 
pool.  Nr  dsitey/UnlversaJ/Sefl 
World.  Fr  £250  pw.  easier 
avail  Tcl/ftt*  QIS3S  27BQ7S 


ARIZONA 

GRAND  CANYON 
STATE 

Luxury  vStas  with  pools  in 
beautiful  roaon  o( 
Scottsdale. 

Tet  01624  880860 
or  Fax  01624  880893 
for  brochure. 


WINTER  SPORTS 


ALPHA CH  amt  SeeTeld  Apt* 
avail  Xmm/N.  Vrar.  Sips  a. 
CMv  llri*.  Tel:  0120?  310366 


CHATEL  Un  a  bed  BIX.  1  born.  I 
enmlte.  sips  a.  Most  dates  avail. 
Tel:  01909  4BO»P8.  Aht>  chalei 


CHATEL  Line  S/C  chalei  sips  lo 
+  b  In  £  aPIs.  avail  Xmas.  N. 
Year  +  March.  OI7T3  866043 


LA  CLUSAZ  Typical  French  clu- 
lei  with  open  log  lire  ■  sun  6/7 
people.  Excellent  position  on  in* 
dopes.  Ski  loo  a  from.  4/E  nuns 
walk  from  traditional  French 
vniago  centre.  Friendly  atmo¬ 
sphere.  fi/iioo  &  evening  moots 
Inc.  Exceltonl  price.  Start  from 
£230  per  Person  per  w«L 
Xmas  *  New  Year  sun  mall. 
Phone  6penco  on  0171  209 
1226. 


LA  PLASNE  Late  av  new  year, 
s/c  W.  fl/Step  skiing,  slue  4. 
060  pw  OITO  820305. 


FORTES  DU  S0M1.  Superb 
catered  chalet  holiday*.  01179 
476067  or  03BS  6361 1 1. 


LES  ARCS/Pauey  private 
colored  chalet.  «/c  apartmeM 
up  lo  27  beds,  sauna,  guicl  vll 
lag*.  Tel-  01262  836166 


VERB1ER 

Luxury  4  Star  catered 
Chateu  central  location, 
superb  food,  free  ski- 
companion  service. 
Amazing  value 
£149-299  pp. 

Call  Ashley  & 

[  Georgina  on  00  4 1  26 1 
_ 21  5842 


VAL 

THORENS 

Private  xpanmem.  Steeps  4/5. 
Ski  in  ski  chil  Fully  equipped 
kitchen  joduavr  of  duh 
washer.  Communa]  sauna, 
weights  room. free  laundrerte. 

For  details  phone 
0I27S  893313. 


UJL  HOLIDAYS 


Lliution  SouUi.  St  South  Wnl  A 
Heart  o f  England.  Free  Colour 
Brochure  Ol  747  8M  000 


U.K  HOLIDAYS 


English  Country 
Cottages 

Ax  unrivalled 


loveliest  arras. 
Free  426  page 
colour  brochure. 
Bing 

(01455}  852222 


CORNWALL  & 
DEVON 


ACCLAIMED  afferton  of 


personal  gvBj  9  aJti 


01326  66665S 


i:icio.  Piano  aaoacp. 


THURLESTONE 
Nr  Salcombe 
Lovely  seaside  house,  1 
double  bed  room,  5 
bathroom.  Beautiful 
views.  golC  walking  & 
sailing  nearby.  House 
Parties  A  lamifr  holidays. 
Brochure.  01 548 
560157 


*  WEST  i 
COUNTRY? 

jV  ColtOlHL'.-.  IldllSL-.S. 

ivtn  ;i  funl 
Huuii  variety,  ijvidlv 
if  dcSLTilicrl'pvrsoiiiilly 
siar-r.iH'd. 

'P*-,  (  tli-  colour  brodiure.  ;i. 

f  HELPFUL  1 
k  HOLIDAYS  y 


COTSWOLDS 


moreton  im  marsh 

Luxury  bofidny  ham,  rips 
opto  5,  nwil  thogghobt  year 
for  w/ends/  wseUy  bnala. 

Tel:  0171  935  6858  Doy 
0181  202  6271  Ev« 


-  -mr 


COTSWOLDS  I 

ABSOLUTE  OwnlarL  Highly  P 
Commended  counuy  Conages. 
Wlncftcombe.  01342  602390 

COSY  Cowwolds  cottage  in  - 
paaceiul  hamlel.  Linen,  own 
Borden  Sto*  3.  01342  673848 

STONE  COTTAGE,  open  nre.  I 
OH.  sleeps  4/6  plus  rat-  Avail 

Dec  1st-  Tel:  01869  349646 

DORSET,  HANTS^ 
&LO.W. 

ENJOY  your  r«m(  season  in 
□orsei  with  Dream  Gonagn 
Brochure  01306  761347 

£  IRELAND 

SHAMROCK  COTTAOES.  SO  1 
High  SI  Wellington.  Semen*  1 
01823  681060  CM  Bro  of  280  1 

select  homes.  Dlsr  Fore*  A1TO.  w 

LAKE  DISTRICT  ^ 

CUMBRIAN  COTTAGES  160  ■ 

Lakeland  Cottages  -96  Brochure 
now  available  0122s  699960 

GRASMERE  S/C  I  bed  apis 
sleeps  2-4.  Special  offer  £.180 
nw  Mr  api  during  Dec Fcbiexcl 
Xmas  it  NYL  Free  membership 
of  heallh  club.  0161  737  1144 

ULLSWATER  Lux  aW.  SloepS  2 
Cnrtotmae  period  et-erything 
Included  £280  017684  86236 

LONDON 

SAVE  Lip  To  BOW  OB  your 
London  hotel  Mils.  Quality 
hotels.  Ml  centrally  located.  S-  Cl 
166*  from  £28.  oiai  7700135 

The  Hotel  Dtredory. 

NORTHUMBRIA 

CHOOBC  from  300  collages,  m 
Northiunbrla  HcUdoy  Oatlagen-  — 
01300  444070  Ref.  LRD601.  ^ 

SCOTLAND 

P  .  .  .  ^ 

KEN  MORE  CLUB  Perthshire. 

Lux  cottage  pool,  suing,  gall, 

*  elc  SIM  6  1ST  week  Feb.  only. 

£600.  Tec  0131  838  6848. 

SCOTLAND  SoedalMM.  Choose 
(ram  over  446  oouage*.  OLS82 
445736  U_RA  I07L 

CHRISTMAS  AND 

NEW  YEAR 

■t®*  YEAR  m  Scottish  Htglv  y 
tonds.  Opmgpendanoch  country 
dub.  Lux  lodge  sip  6.  Skiing/ 
panoramic  DresUr  views.  AvaO 
-  30/12-6/1 .  01962760610 

PEAK  DISTRICT 


rrem  over  230  coO&gm  OI2S3 
448W6  iT-RA  106) 


SOMERSET  &  AVON 


II 


3  CSOWNS  COMMENDED 
A  beautiful  gifl  witb  lasting 


Dinner,  EiHEnits  rocni, 
Breakfest 

ONLY£274SPFJPX 
Available  27*  December- 
IStb  January 

Book  DOW  OB 

01225  463  134 


WALES 


Welsh  Country 
Cottages 

An  Unrivalled  choice 
in  the  ben  areas  of  WjloJ 
free  M  page 
colour  brochure. 
BJNC  (01328)  S51M1 
QUOTE  W3M  C4Hr4 


Davids.  PHMrrpkaibtre! 
xlerful  Couniry  Hats* 
U  overlooking  the  national 
i  coaal.  Log  /ire*.  2  AA 
lies  for  exQUMie  rood 
rmlng  hcnpiliUity.  3  nights 
s  per  person  War-pool 


YORKSHIRE 


MOUNT SOY AL£  HOTEL 
YORK 

4Qm  MM  A 


■  m^^wth  tarn  n 

YOMsaneaosmAur^ 


m.Yoansutamt 
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FAR  AND  WIDE:  A  selection  of  holiday  offers  in  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 


From  castles  to 


elephant  camps 


□  Tour  South  Africa  with  broad¬ 
caster  Sandy  Gall,  taking  in 
Johannesburg,  Kimberley,  Cape 
Town.  Inyad  and  Fugitive's  Drift. 
The  trip  with  Art  Study  Tours  Ltd 
(0171-735  8300)  costs  £3£85  per 
person  and  includes  visits  to  the 
National  Art  Gallery,  Soweto. 
Kirsten  bosch.  Table 'Mountain,  the 
Sabi  Sands  game  reserve,  return 
flights  from  Heathrow,  most 
meals,  ail  excursions  and  entrance 
fees.  March  7-22. 


guides.  Resort  offers  good  aprte-ski 

and  paiu-giiding. 


for  Cairo,  the  fyramids  and  the 
Sphinx;  Safaga  for  Luxor.  Aqaba 


lids  and  the 


for  Petra.  Departs  December  10 
and  17. 


□  Take  a  14-day  Road  to  Damas¬ 
cus  holiday  with  Inter-Church 
Travel  (0800  300444)  departing  for 
Jordan  on  April  30.  Accompanied 
by  the  Right  Rev  Satterthwaite. 
who  guides  you  to  Damascus,  via 
Mt  Nebo,  the  mosaic  maps  at 
Mad  aba,  Aqaba,  the  crusader  cas¬ 
tle  at  Krak,  Petra  and  the  Red  Sea. 
Then  on  to  Syria  and  the  Greco- 
Roman  city  of  Jerash,  Damascus 
and  back  to  Amman.  Cost  £1.299 
per  person  based  on  two  sharing, 
half  board  and  return  flights  from 
Heathrow. 


□  Somak  Holidays  (0181-423  3000) 
is  offering  a  15-night,  half-board 
stay  at  the  three-star  Travellers 
Beach  Hotel,  Mombasa.  Kenya. 
Price  £699  per  person,  including 
return  flights  from  Gatwick. 


□  Argo  Holidays  (0171-331  7070)  is 
offering  last-minute  deals  on  holi¬ 
days  to  Cyprus,  departing  from 
Gatwick,  Manchester  or  Birm¬ 
ingham  on  December  17  and 
January  14.  Staying  at  the  four-star 
Olympic  Napa  Hotel  in  Mia  Napa 
costs  £279  per  person  for  seven 
nights’  B&B.  Alternatively,  the  five- 
star  Aaa  Hotel  on  the  west  coast  of 
the  island  costs  £309  per  person  for 
seven  nights'  B&B. 


□  Guerba  -  Expeditions  (01373 
826611)  has  a  25-day,  four-wheel-, 
drive  expedition  through  fire 
Kaokoland  wilderness  of  Namibia: 
£1.810  per  person  (plus  £170  kitty 
for  food  and  accommodation/ 
camping  expenses),  including  re¬ 
turn  flights,  guides  and  game  park 
entrance  fees.  The  trip  takes  in 
Etosha  National  Park,  Victoria 
Falls,  Zimbabwe,  and  Chobe  nat¬ 
ional  park,  Botswana.  Departs  July 
28.  from  Gatwick. 


□  Bellair  (0181-785  3266}  is  offering 
ah  Untight  festive  break  in  Malta 
departing  from  Gatwick  on  De¬ 
cember  23.  Prices  start  at  £315  per 
person  (based  on  five  sharing)  for  a 
self-catering  holiday  at  the  Medal¬ 
lion  Court  Apartments  in  Bugibba. 
Price  includes  return  flights.  Activi¬ 
ties  include  diving  and  sailing. 


Tour  South  Africa  with  broadcaster  Sandy  Gall  The  trip  takes  in  Johannesburg,  Kimberley,  the  scenic  Cape  and 


flights  from  Gatwick.  all  accommo¬ 
dation,  all  meals,  drinks,  transfers, 
game-viewing  activities,  national 
park  entrance  fees  and  guides. 


□  Royal  Olympic  Cruises  (0171-723 
6773)  has  a  seven-night  Red  Sea 
cruise  from  £499  per  person, 
including  full  board  on  the  MTS 
Odysseus  and  return  flights  from 
Heathrow.  Calling  at  Eflat,  Suez 


□  Three-day  skiing  breaks  in  Cha¬ 
monix  are  on  offer  from  Ski 
Weekend  (01367  2A1636),  December 
15-18  and  January  12-15.  Staying 
B&B  at  the  two-star  Pointe  Isabelle 
Hotel  the  price  of  £369  per  person 
includes  scheduled  return  flights 
from  Heathrow,  transfers  and  ski 


□  A  13-day  safari  in  Zimbabwe  is 
on  offer  through  Art  ofTravel  (0171- 
738  2038).  departing  April  11.  The 
expedition  includes  three  nights  in 
Jijima,  three  nights  at  the  Hwange 
National  Park  at  Deteema,  two 
nights  at  Victoria  Falls  at  Inibabala 
and  two  at  the  Elephant  Camp. 
Price  of  £1.988  includes  return 


□  The  Travel  Club  of  Upntinster 
(01708  225000)  offers  a  two-week 
self-catering  Christmas  break, 
staying  at  the  Luz  Beach  Apart¬ 
ments  on  the  Algarve  in  Portugal. 
Departing  on  December  21  from 
Gatwick,  the  price  of  E294  per 
person  includes  return  flights  and 
Christmas  dinner  at  the  four-star 
Hotel  Belavistada  Luz. 


Answers  from  Page  23 

ZEPPOLE 

(a)  US  slang  for  an  Italian  kind  of  doughnut 
“There  arent  a  lot  of  food  vendors.  We  wanted  to 
differentiate  this  from  other  street  fairs.  Also,  I 
didn't  rant  people  dropping  zeppoli  all  over  our 
books."  .. 


Perry 
Cleve  land-Peck 


SEANAJO  EIREANN 

(c)  The  upper  house  of  the  parliament  of  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  the  Irish  for  the  Senate  of 
Ireland.  Bunreacht  na  hfiireann,  1937:  “Seanad 
Eireann  shall  be  composed  of  sixty  members,  of 


whom  eleven  shall  be  nominated  memlxfijfr, 
forty-nine  shall  be  elected  members.”;  7 

spuria 

(a)  Spurious  works,  words,  etc,  neuter  phonal  of  itie" 
Latin spurias spurious,  c£  trivia,  etc.  . .  A 

valspeak  ' .  • . ' 

(a)  A  form  of  slang  originating  among  teenage 
girls  in  the  San  Fernando  Valley  in  so^tei 
California,  short  for  vaDeyspeak.  “Oii  flte  rcrord, 
in  pure,  uncut  Valspeak.  Moop  laments  in  bubbly 
staccato  that  'Ultemyniofiierllkemakes  inedb  the  - 
'  dishes.  It’s  so  gross’.1'  . .  .V  ■ 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 
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.  TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  1982  - 
FAX:  0171-481  9313  : 
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LADIES 


GENTLEMEN 


AMERICANS  SEEK  friendship.  THIS  PICTURE  Dating  Idea  b 


romance  and  marriage  will, 
Brlttst,  ladles  A  gentlemen)  All 
aonl  EnqIHh  ROSC/EngUUi  Con 
necllon.  Romance  House.  20 
Albion  Street.  Broadsmlra.  Kent 
CTIO  1LU  Tel:  018*3  86B322 
■24  tint  Aa  featured  on 
National  TMeituon. 


brlDlant'  Capital  Radio,  for 
details  call  017 1  B59  8884  (dayl 
0181  297  1424  (anytime)  ARIA 


Bp 


LADIES 


mm 


CHRISTMAS  la  a<omlng  A  the 
New  Y r  loo)  Need  more  rnemw 
whore  occasional  Church- 
goon  loo 9  Then  Connexions  Is 
the  friendship  cJub  lor  you) 
•  120  miles  rad  of  London  i.  Ring 
0181  908  4487  for  Brochure. 


ABSOLUTELY  fabulously  smoul¬ 
dering.  tan.  lossy,  brunette. 
Superb.  Mender  inn  curvadma 
figure,  ctass.  charm,  atyto  and 
wii.  London  hated,  seeks  a  oood 
looking  cultured  dtsOnsutahed 
successful  passionate,  gwlle 
man  4640kh  roc  love,  laughter 
and  life.  Photo  DIMM  Box  221 B 


AUBURN  curls.  laughtng  eyes 
and  a  warm  smile,  creative 
aquarian  55.  ST.  shapely 
curves  and  a  wicked  SOH_ 
wants  to  have  an  entmtsmlng 
Ume  with  a  tall  brauny  chap  not 
worried  by  mlM  ecrenirlelty 
and  a  low  boredom  threshold] 
Phoio  preferred.  Norm  Wen. 
Please  Reply  lo  Box  No  2309. 


HIGHLY  attnretlve  M4toas  nerdic 
lady,  internationally  educated 
ttnilulsL  lovely  hemes  northern 
Europe.  Goto  d'Azur,  warm  run 
and  intellectual  interests.  Seeks 
retired  gendesnan  of  high  socfcfl 
standing.  around  68.  for 
togethernen  In  France.  UK. 
'  elsewhere.  Box  No  2381 


MYSTIQUE  ortoataL  London 
baaed.  desanL  sensual  and  edu- 
cared  seeM  n/a.  prof/business 
gentleman.  38-88  for  love  and 
sincere  retnUonshln.  Photos 
appreciated.  Reply  Box  2261 


ABSOLUTELY  Hetrosexual 
female  seeks  others,  aoes  *040 
for  mmual  support  and  snared 
90H.  perhaps  like  me  hnUng 
■cut  oir  and  tun  a  mi  natty  8 
years  after  break -up  of  mar 
rlage.  -  Recently  moved  SW 
London.'  Interests  ■  music  (Schu¬ 
bert.  Brahms.  Mahler  riel.  art. 
reading,  travel,  mid  price  eat¬ 
ing-  not  quite  tee  total,  not  quite 
veo.  Please  Reply  lo  Box  2336. 


A  TRUE'  Encounter?  Do  you 
know  what  you  will  be  dolno  at 
Christmas?  rm  looking  for  you) 
Me:  Successful  hard  working 
executive,  young.  (IL  lust  over 
40.  living  abroad  temporarily. 
You:  InlMItgent  woman  wtth 
wit  and  panache  who  enjoys 
travel,  sports,  the  arts,  perhaps 
wlntersborts  or  Hat  good  con¬ 
versation.  You  are  either 
London  based  or  you  lira  somc- 
wlm  in  UM  EU  lor  nearby*  rm 
In  London  often  and  would  like 
lo  meet  you)  Reply  lo  Box  238S 


INTENSELY  Individual  IMnoduc- 
Hna  In  London  wtth  Close 
Encounters  •  call  Sue  today 
0171  289  3777. 


NEW  YEAR  A  deux  at 
.  Pemtwtev?  Elizabeth  Bennett. 
1942  vintage,  await*  tier  Invita¬ 
tion  from  Darcy.  Portrait  essen¬ 
tial.  Please  Reply  Box  2209. 


TALL  turn.  Mr  haired,  kind 
heaned  widow,  Mva*  old 
houses,  wants  tall.  InieUaenl. 
solvent,  kind,  caring  man.  50- 
65.  Reply  to  BOX  No  2358 


HANTS  Wills  A  Dorset  -  For  a 
discerning  local  service  call 
Together  01962  860600 


CHARMING  slim  Mr  lady  40 
seeks  reciprocal  affection  from 
40+  man  who  onlays  conversa¬ 
tion.  London  and  notng  Ibe 
runny  Mde  of  things.  Photo 
mease.  Reply  lo  Box  No  2289. 


NEXUS  Unattached  and  find 
yourself  wishing  Christmas 
wasn't  lust  around  the  corner? 
There's  Mill  time  to  find  out 
boo  ip  Nexus  m  your  area.  iPar- 
Ues.  walk*.  Mondays  etc  >  Ring 
for  the  brochure.  1012374. 
71  704 . 101811  367  6328  <01131 
2448186.  101869)  388801. 

,0141)  221  1090.  1012021 

761006.  .01266)  881699  or 
<0121. 472  1968.  We're  not  a 
Dating  Service  or  Marriage 
Bureau 


ADVENTUROUS  fit.  inactive, 
lady  seeks  compatible  compan¬ 
ion  lor  worldwide  travel  In  Uw 
fuiure-.  laic  60,.  early  60s. 
Interested  In  ana,  music,  sport, 
good  cuisine  ere.  at  home  and 
abroad.  S.Easl  and  London. 
Please  Reply  lo  Box  No  2317. 


PARTY  PARTY  Christmas 
Part*',  fabuhnai  venue,  terrinc 
music,  dancing.  Ural  can)  read¬ 
ers.  super  crowd.  Sunday  17th 
December.  0171  2B9  0020 


SINGLES  cocktail  nary  In  SI 
James  Friday  16th  7.30-10. 
Phone  Batina  0171  839  2901. 


'el 


ye 


cV.fllVK' 


RING  NOW  FOR  DETAILS 

0800  413  473 


VERY  anr active  educated,  young 
400  blonde  widow  looking  fora 
solvent,  cultured,  gentleman  far 
lasting  rdattonshiD  to  help  me 
with  my  properties  London  and 
abroad  and  to  enkay  together 
the  best  things  In  Ufe.  Please 
Reply  lo  Box  No  2332. 


A  6R  31n.  blue-  eyed,  baby 
boomer.  Making  far  an  Intern- 
genu  38-46 irr  aid  partner.  Pref¬ 
erably  W.  Midlands/  GouwoMs 
Modesty  prevents  too  many 
superlative  but  trumpets  apart. 

I  am  an  ex  high  flying  prate* 
stonai  who  now  recognises  that 
there  h  mare  la  life  than  work. 
My  friends  say  1  am  ttyttslt. 
retaken,  charismatic  and  unpre¬ 
tentious  with  a  young  auUaok. 
an  Mfe.  K  you  would  Uke  la 
know  mare  why  not  drop  me  » 
line  with  your  phone  Dumber 
and  your  photograph.  Please 
Reply  fo  Box  So  8344  


BUSINESSMAN  very  succem- 
ful,  ni.  young  go.  contra) 
London,  no  Ues.  seeks  attrac¬ 
tive-  prasoniable.  lady.  Must  be 
good  company,  wide  inamh 
Including  traveL  theatre,  cin¬ 
ema.  socialising,  country  week- 
ends.  Photograph  appreciated. 
Please-  Reefy-  lo  Box  No  2818. ' 


INCURABLE  romantic. ,  fl  I,  n/s. 

82.  handsome,  educated,  wllty . 
60.  tactile,  loyal.  Interest* 
Include  magndthsrapy, 

antiques.,  tennis.  travel  (favor 
-Ilea  Sydney.  Bermuda.  Ball!  Dm 
lo  be  wtth.  seeks  solvent,  slim, 
romanbe  lady  |o  spoil  and  pam¬ 
per  and  satisfy  every-' need. 
Photo  ceeentlaL  London/  Chle- 
letnmw-  Renty  Box  No  2281 


SINCERE,  worldly.  praffcsatouaU 
-  SO  "socks  similar  solvent  cul- 
'  lured,  raven  heeded,  attraettve  . 
lady  38-40  lo  shower  affection, 
share  souls  and  Ofes  pleasurea. 
Plaaao  drop  a  line  &  exchange 
photographs  -  Bear  No  2069;  - 


INiCLUOBfr  attractive  man 
(turfy  -40s]  wUh  own  cars, 
home,  successful  mntneas  m 
Brtghlon  and  London.  Lilias  ten¬ 
nis.  theatre,  dining  oul  wltm 
Mtracttva.  sum  lady  (under  48) 
wlih  OBOH  ■  for  friendship 
and/or  romance.  Photo  appre¬ 
ciated  and  returned.  Please  , 
Repty'io  Box  No  2184. 
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MANY  ATTRACTIVE  Ladles 
The  Midlands'  Exclusive  Hon] 


VIRGINIA 


CHARLES 


The  exclusive  introduction  agency 
for  people  of  quality  and  integrity. 


The  Old  Brewery,  Burford, 
Oxon  0X18  4SG. 


Teh  (01993)  824500 


SUCCESSFUL,  busy,  but  retlsh 
my  ttme  off.  56.  S'lO*.  on  my 
own  2  yrs+-  Practical,  franco- 
•  phlle.  wind  In  my.  hair,  fire¬ 
sides.  Radio  3,  music,  eating 
oul  walking,  cycling  etc.  usare 
me.  Happy,  bnt  yearning  go  flH 
that  gap.  Seeks  sum  brunette  iT) 
40-80-  6  Midlands.  but  can 
travel.  Box  No  2161. 
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WATERCOLOURS 


The  Intelligent  Person’s  Introduction  Agency 
The  Local  service  operating  Nationwide 
for  the  Intelligent,  articulate  and  well  educated 
Join  the  Largest  agency  with  personal  interviews  and  BS  5750 
24  hour  information  Freefone  0800  374451  brochure  line 

Ask  for  your  Free  CD  or  Tape 


N  G  L  E  S  G  ALLE  R 


LTD 


FOR  EXECUTIVES  AND 
PROFESSIONALS 


London 
0171  256  6123 
South  West 
0117  942  9500 


North  West 
01025  860924 
West  Midlands 
0121  704  0200 


Scotland 
0131  225  3606 
Yorkshire 
01904  611621 


North  East 
0191  383  2224 
East  Midlands 
0115  924  1113 


Watercolours  stands  alone  in  the  field  of 
romance-  Our  commitment  allows  you  to  choose 
your  very  own  partner  from  our  extensive  range 
of  portfolio#.  A  unique  service  with  a  difference, 
for  unattached  executives  and  professionals. 
Completely  confidential,  with  no  obligation. 


FREEPOST  305  London  EC  IB  1 SY  Office  hrs  3.30am  to  10pm  7  days  week 


\ZJ  go  S-  l 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION,  CALL  US  ON 

0171  620  3 1 85  or  0171  195  7711 


:iic  brill  cine  incidtur... 


BRISTOL  & 
EXETER 


Caroline  Crowther 

Exclusive  imroducoons  in  Ibe 
Wen  Cbunuy. 


0117  9735877. 


THt  FBOFtSSIOHAl  HISON'S  INTRODUCTION  AGENCY 


Pufasixai  people  q&en  doffi  mm  tfaer  deal  larmef  In  their  dbicx  vral  rm-*- 
Hut's  wbrac  Zfunij  ns  Wp. 

VfenehijhkglfOn^npfgff  irei,,»«tlpl»rnW«Livuil|itxww«ndj»tiAirf  B-cbt 
We  look  iwwod  lo  jourafl. 


Byd*  Park  C&mr,  S.WJ 

ami  main 

Phone  01923  840441  * 


omtormm 


Sodal  Events 


National  Pr—Towa; 
0800  Ml  141 


Rwonil  tnoedualona  snd  &itihwaBd  Ewnjngs  far 
_ sttfMd  inl  ptofeadonal  pod*. 

Plaaso  call  Cheryl  Brown 

0171  371  5535 


..aUMP  CA W.  KBIT  Q&BMRE  Mil  LBCNSIBI 

OfWSZUlOO  01223328205  012330HUG  01 825 833144  01787814268  LONDON 


DtrffluU?  0171  933  1011 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Katharine  Allen 


I860.  IMIHHIM 
Tb*  Maniip:  Borsbi  Hodut 
Joaorntabkibcd  14)9 


“HtgUy  rcpcatd  “  mdapwajgnt 
"Mode  a  meaarrt"  STetafyaph 

"Lni  valK.  aw  ynw" 
Ckem 


IS  Ttaycr  Sl  London  W1H  SLD 

Tel:  0171  93S  3115 


DARLING  , 

vvQndlriul 


Celebrities  to  secretaries 


mnmwmmm 


of  Si  Jama's  Cfttf? 

SSe*J9SSpixfkefqa^iBKbmlieniicidainii^owexdeaHreekJertitu 


ctrtahfyttKbr&atlrrthmtfnaiiadisdF^^ 

*  Sodal  events  9Pmondtnlrodactkm 

ASSOCIATE  offices  throughout  THE  UK 
4  Pork  Place  StJameti  London  SHU 


drawing  down  the  moon 


rm.  miNMNi,  i ■  i ; h > o \ <  iMR'inrnioN  aitao 


"the  agency 
people  rave  about' 


0171  499  8833 


Ad.' m  3  Eve  Me ’.vs  Kensington 

0171-937  6263 


THE  FIRST  AND  ONLY  AGENCY'  ON  INTERNET 


DINNER  DATES 

ltoboq>tt  comm  jmv  axis]  E£7  Thai  eiiyaotjoiaMr-DiBBar 
hRieLBatfeltl|aUotAkBsBobtiifis,C2ayFlaean9iocidas.RyaBA 

747.  ttf  Taun  ft  CMC  SU  haiidiy  in  Vatnei;  cm 
tlSl  741  USX  (Lralm)  8181  888  9441  (&£.) 

&l7  ran  Ax  {eatwad  oe  SBC*  Food  A  Drtak  7JH0iri*s. 
Bee  by  Madls  PswimHf/,  Aunt  Ant  4  A^hTtHMa  Mamkab  • 


ALL  BOX 
NUMBER 
REPLIES  SHOULD 
BE  ADDRESSED 
TO: 


BOX  No:- . 

c/oTHE  TIMES 
P.O.BOX  3553, 
VIRGINIA  ST. 
LONDON.  El  9GA 


Discover  the  romance  of  The  Times. 

tSSSSrSSS1*'' ** **  *  “s  “  *  sinmtay 

wWWBWWf! 

saxdjdsyi  irurffioa. 

SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Tb tdreniK can 0171  4«I  1066  Pen  0171  782 TWSerSod 


Advcrtni,  The  Turn  NcwiDum  UmiL.i 
L^S.iViipnla  Strea.  laedoe  El  SfflCThSffSfafr^ 

»  pffv»e  advmuere  ooly.  upai 
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WEEKEND  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  9  1995 


GAMES 


CHESS 


PUNCHLINE 


by  Raymond  Keene 


FOR  more  than  30  years.  The 
Times  and  The  Sunday  Times  have 
supported  the  British  Champion¬ 
ship  for  schools’  teams.  Many  of 
Britain’s  top  players,  including 
Nigel  Short,  Jon  Speelman.  Mich¬ 
ael  Adams  and  Julian  Hodgson, 
have  come  up  through  this  event 

During  this  period,  though,  there 
has  been  no  parallel  championship 
specifically  for  individual  school 
players.  This  obvious  gap  in  the 
chess  calendar  has  now  been 
rectified  by  junior  organiser 
Michael  Bosnian,  with  the  support 
of  Intel  and  the  Brain  Trust 
Charily. 

Basman's  plans  are.  indeed, 
ambitious.  The  largest  chess  tour¬ 
nament  in  the  world  is  due  to  start 
next  spring  term  in  schools 
throughout  Britain.  Up  to  1,000 
schools  and  30,000  players  are 
expected  to  take  part  The  first 
stages  of  the  tournament  will  be 
played  in  the  schools  themselves, 
and  in  thesechildren  of  ail  ages  will 
win  badges,  books,  chess  sets  and 
mascots.  The  best  players  from 
each  school  progress  to  the  area 
“Megaftnals”  in  May.  at  age 
ranges  Under-7,  Undere,  Under-9, 
Under-10,  Under-11.  Under-14  and 
Under-18.  Finally,  the  National 
“GigafinaJ"  wDl  be  held  in  June  or 
July  for  the  top  players  from  each 
area.  The  dosing  date  is  technically 
December  10.  but  all  schools  wish¬ 
ing  to  enter  who  contact  Michael 
Basman  (Tel:  0181-397  18261  over 
the  next  week  will  be  included. 

The  following  game  was  won  by 
14-year-old  Jessica  Ho,  who  shared 
first  place  in  the  British  Under-14 
and  Under-15  Girls  Champion¬ 
ships  this  year. 

White:  Jo  Badger 

Black:  Jessica  Ho 
British  Under-14  Championship 
Swansea.  August  1995 

Sidfian  Defence 


1 

64 

C5 

2 

Nc3 

Nc6 

3 

5 

M 

Bb5 

& 

4 

6 

Nf3 

0-0 

Bfl7 

B6 

7 

Bc4 

This  is  unduly  passive.  A  more 
active  procedure  is  7  e5 

7  ...  Na7  8  d3  a6 

9  34  dS  10  Ba2  OO 

11  NeS 


Better  would  be  II  Nxd4.  while 
consideration  should  soil  be  given 
to  blotting  out  Black’s  king’s  bishop 
with  II  e5. 

II . . .  Nxf3+ 12  gxf3.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly.  this  move  is  forced,  since  12  Rxf3 
fails  to  12 . . .  dxe4. 

Now.  however.  White  suffers 
from  a  weakened  kingside-pawn 
structure. 

12  ...  Bd7  13  Bb3  Qc7 

14  C3  RMS  15  Qel  c4 

16  Bc2  exd3  17  Bxd3  dxe4 

18  0X64 

White’s  shattered  pawns  on  the 
f-file  guarantee  a  long  term  win  for 
Black.  If  White  tries  to  eradicate  the 
weakness  with  18  fxe4  then  18  . . . 
Bxa4  would  win  a  pawn. 

18  ...  N15  19  KM  Bc6 

20  Ota  Rd7  21  Ng3  Rad8 

22  Be3  Nxe3 

Of  course  Black  does  not  allow 
BM. 


23  Qxe3  BhS 
25  b3  e5 


24  N«2  Rd2 
26  Bxc6  QXC6 
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White’s  next  move  is  a  counsel  of 
despair  but  there  was.  in  any  case, 
no  defence  against  Black's  threat  of 
. . .  exf4. 

27  Qxe5  Re8.  This  skewer  forces 
the  win  of  White’s  knight. 

28  Nd4  RxeS  29  Nxe6  Ree2. 

The  threat  of  checkmate  starting 
with . . .  Rxh2+  gives  White  no  lime 
to  save  the  attacked  knight  on  c6. 

30  Rfel  bxc6  31  Rxe2  Rxe2.  And 
White,  a  piece  down,  soon 
resigned. 


By  Raymond  Keene  . 

•  This  position  is  from  the  game 

•  Hartston  -  Whlteley,  England 
1974.  In  the  early  seventies,  chess 
journalist  William  Hartston  was 
known  as  a  dangerous  attacking 
player.  Here  is  an  example  of  his 
dynamic  play.  White  to  play  and 
win. 

Send  your  answers  on  a  post¬ 
card  to  The  Times .  I  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  The  first 
three  correct  answers  drawn  on 
Thursday  will  win  a  British 
Chess  Magazine  publication- The 
answer  will  be  published  next 
Saturday. 

Last  week’s  solution:  I ...  Qxf7+ 


Last  week’s  winners:  A.  HalL 
Goring-by-Sea,  W  Sussex:  D.  V. 
Jones,  Bitteme,  Southampton:  T. 
J.  Mills.  Telford.  Shropshire. 


WHEELS  AND  SOMERSAULTS 

For  variety,  trying  your  hand  at 
racing  a  cow  seemed  too  good  to  be 
true.  Sadly,  it  is.  Codemasters’ 
Super  Skidmarks  is  a  rally  racer 
for  the  Sega  Mega  Drive,  with  a 
choice  of  40  or  so  dirt-track  courses. 
Lip  to  four  humans  can  compete 
simultaneously  on  one  game  con¬ 
sole,  though  even  that  isn’t  enough 
this  time. 

The  choice  of  vehicles  includes 
the  poor  old  cow.  The  humour 
stakes  would  be  in  with  a  chance 
were  the  cows  to  run  around 
energetically.  But  these  are  four- 
wheeled.  not  four-legged,  cows.  So 
it  is  just  the  same  as  raring 
anything  else. 

If  you’d  rather  be  going  the 
rounds  in  a  ring,  Vlrtua  Fighter, 
for  Saturn,  will  take  some  beating. 
One  of  the  new  beat-’em-ups  for 
Sega's  32-bit  game  consoles,  the 
game  has  four  levels  but  is  unre¬ 
mitting  on  the  normal  setting. 

Still,  should  you  like  your  fight¬ 
ers  to  be  show-offs,  this  is  the  game 
for  you.  Until  you  get  the  hang  of  it. 
the  bouts  are  unlikely  to  last  longer 
than  a  few  seconds,  and  the  winner 
really  milks  the  situation.  He,  or 
she,  bounds  about  doing  somer¬ 


saults.  flexing  muscles, 
jumping  gleefully  and. 
frankly,  deserves  a  poke  in 
the  eye.  The  game  is 
impressive,  but  exhausting. 

As  the  season  of  goodwill 
is  upon  us  we  have  pushed 
back  the  deadline  for  Cyber¬ 
space  Nineteen,  which  now 
doses  at  midnight  on  Tues¬ 
day,  December  12  It  offers  12 
readers  the  chance  to  non  the 
box-office  hit,  Forrest  Gump , 
on  CDi.  In  the  film,  Forrest 
1  earns  from  his  mum:  “life  is 
like  a  box  of  chocolates, 
Forrest  You  never  know 
what  you’re  going  to  get" 

To  enter  Cyberspace  Nine¬ 
teen.  complete  Mrs  Gump’s  — 

adage  in  your  own  humor-  K 

ous  words.  How,  in  your 
mind,  might  life  be  like  a  box  of 
chocolates?  Send  your  revised  max¬ 
im,  with  your  name,  age,  address 
and  telephone  number,  to: 
Cyberspace  Nineteen.  Computer 
Games,  Weekend.  The  Times.  1 
Pfennington  Street.  London  El 
9XN.  You  may  also  fax  entries  to  us 
at  0171-729  6791.  The  competition  is 
open  to  anyone  aged  12  or  over  and 
the  judges  will  not  enter  into 
additional  correspondence. 


by  Robert  Sheehan 


“WOULD  he  have  done  this  if  he 
had  that"  is  often  the  question  to 
ask  yourself  when  you  have  a 
difficult  derision  in  the  play.  It 
didn’t  produce  the  winning  defence 
on  this  hand,  from  the  match 
between  France  and  Indonesia  in 
The  recent  Bermuda  Bowl. 


Dealer  East 


Game  All.  imp’s 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


Kathy  Smith,  a  personal  trainer  on  CDi 


FIT  FOR  CHRISTMAS 

Staying  with  fast-approaching 
Christinas,  for  most  of  us  it  spells 
disaster  for  the  waistline.  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  is  but  a  part  of  the 
problem:  more  unnecessary  calo¬ 
ries  are  guzzled  down  in  the  form  of 
drinks  at  office  parties,  or  nuts  and 
chocolates  in  front  of  the  telly. 

Several  multimedia  titles  are 
aimed  at  the  health-conscious,  such 
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Perron  Sacui  Chemla  Karwur 

4*  4V 

Pass  44  Pass  6* 

AS  Pass 

Contract:  Sbc  Hearts  by  South 
Lead:  six  of  dubs 

Cherala  (one  of  France's  all-time 
greats,  and  in  the  top  twenty  of  the 
current  world  rankings)  won  dum¬ 
my’s  ten  of  clubs  with  the  jade. 
South  following  with  the  seven.  It 
seemed  to  Chemla  that  South  could 
hardly  be  missing  another  ace  — 
after  all.  South  had  room  to  use 
Blackwood  over  North's  Four 
Spades.  If  the  declarer  had  some¬ 
thing  like: 

♦  A  VAKQJxxx  ♦  AKxx  4x 

a  heart  shift  would  prevent 
foe  ruff,  and  at  the  same  time 
kill  the  entry  to  dummy.  So 
Chemla  played  a  trump.  It  wasn’t  a 
success: 


as  Kathy  Smith  Personal 
Trainer,  on  CDi.  We  meet 
Kathy  only  after  being 
warned:  “Please  consult  your 
doctor  before  beginning  tins, 
or  any,  exercise  pro¬ 
gramme.”  If  I  told  my  doctor 
he’d  have  hysterics. 

Kathy,  an  American,  gent¬ 
ly  encourages  the  viewer 
along.  Clide  on  the  aims  of 
your  training  sortie  —  Lose 
Weight  Tone  Muscles.  Im¬ 
prove  Stamina  and  Reduce 
Stress  —  and  Kathy  comes 
up  with  your  tailor-made 
programme.  Once  you’ve  got 
k  a  programme,  much  of  the 
I  title  then  runs  like  a  work- 
*-i  out  video.  It’s  engaging  and 
Ji  entertaining.  Whether  yes¬ 
terday’s  fitness  guru  Eileen 
Fowler  would  have  approved  is 
another  matter. 

Setting  a  less  frantic  fitness  pace 
is  Expert’s  Diet  a  budget-title  for 
the  PC  on  floppy  disc  and  CD-Rom. 
As  the  title  suggests,  this  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  your  intake.  Again, 
you  input  your  vital' statistics  and 
an  ideal  weight  target,  then  the  pro¬ 
gramme.  using  graphs  and  re¬ 
ports,  helps  you  to  keep  focused  on 
a  healthy  programme.  The  title  has 
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As  you  can  see.  South  way 
missing  the  ace  of  diamonds.  After 
the  trump  switch  all  the  diamonds 
went  away  on  dummy’s  spades. 

What  should  be  your  attitude 
when  that  sort  of  thing  happens?  In 
a  book  on  poker  Terence  Reese 
addressed  a  similar  question.  A 
reader  complained  that  his  oppo¬ 
nents  were  always  making  un¬ 
sound  plays:  should  he  adjust  his 
classical  game  to  compensate? 
Reese's  magisterial  reply  was  that 
if  one  was  raring  in  a  Ferrari 
against  an  old  banger,  it  wasn’t 
necessary  to  cut  corners  —  the 
Ferrari  would  always  win  in  the 
long  ran. 

That  is  also  the  correct  attitude  in 
bridge.  Usually,  you  should  as¬ 
sume  your  opponents  are  playing 
sensibly.  That’s  why  1  think 
Chemla  was  correct  to  switch  to 
trumps.  If  the  opponents  do  some¬ 
thing  unsound,  like  Karwur’s  leap 
to  Six  Hearts,  they  may  occasional¬ 
ly  score  a  coup,  but  in  the  long  run 
die  Ferrari  style  will  triumph.*" 

•  The  1996  Macallan  International 
Pairs  Championship  will  be  played  in 
London  at  the  end  ofJanuatv.  Informa¬ 
tion:  0181-8785844. 


a  database  of  2.400  food  items,  and 
will  create  custom  meal  plans  to 
suit  your  aims  and  palate  and. 
equally  importantly,  keep  track  of 
your  vitamin  and  min  era]  intake. 

Another  sure  way  to  advance 
your  diet,  healthy  or  otherwise,  is 
ntith  Great  Gourmet.  Also  budget- 
priced  from  Expert,  but  only  avail¬ 
able  on  CD-Rom.  this  serves  up 
more  than  10.000  recipes  to  make 
meal  planning  a  doddle.  All  the 
recipes  have  been  kitchen-tested 
and  can  be  tracked  down  by 
category,  name  or  ingredient  Once 
selected,  you  can  call  up  a  picture  of 
the  dish  or  its  nutritional  informa¬ 
tion  and  each  recipe  can  be  edited 
and  printed,  which  is  handy  in 
households  where  the  computer 
doesn’t  normally  sit  between  the 
fridge  and  the  toaster. 

The  title  also  allows  you  to  build 
up  related  shopping  lists,  which 
can  be  printed  out  and  arranged  to 
flow  with  the  layout  of  your  local 
supermarket.  While  Great  Gour¬ 
met  cannot  begin  to  offer  the  com¬ 
fort  of  your  mum's  old  battered  but 
cherished  cooking  bible.  it  is  com¬ 
plementary  and  comprehensive. 

“The  cook  W3S  a  good  cook,  as 
cooks  go;  and  as  good  cooks  go,  she 
went"  Said  (1904). 


ACROSS 

1  Intrude  illegally  (8) 

5  Plug;  arrest  (4) 

8  Induce,  entice  (8) 

9  Sanctimonious  Puritan  (4) 

11  Trovioto composer (5) 

12  Restrict,  secure  (3,4) 

13  Calm  and  staid  (6) 

15  Sanctuary,  refuge  (6) 

18  Provide  funds  for  (7) 

19  Prophet:  to  presage  (5) 

21  Dramatic  stroke  (4) 

22  Shy  though  shame  (8) 

23  Trig,  ratio:  sounds  Hke  no¬ 
tice  (4) 

24  Fleet  of  small  boats  (S) 


UUWIN 

1  Those  that  steal  (7) 

2  Young  ed  (5) 

3  One  insensitive  to  culture 
(10) 

4  Military  acknowledgement 
(6) 

6  Disturbance  (7) 

7  Heathen  (5) 

tO  Ifwe  are  honest  {4  A2) 

14  Fabled  (Spanish)  philander¬ 
er  (3.4) 

16  A  strong  painkiller  (7) 

17  Deadly  (6) 

15  Concentrate  (on)  (5) 

20  Interrogate:  cook  (5) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  647 

ACROSS:  1  Swap  4  Positive  8  Didactic  9  Talk  10  Blurb 

11  Capstan  13  Gamely  15  lining  18  Implore  20  Crumb  23  Bran 
24  Guidance  25  Clarinet  26  Adam 

DOWN:  2 Whirl  3 Prairie  4 Pith  5 SodaWe  & Titus  7 yfflam  IOBm 

12  Hydrogen  14 Admiral  16 Nirvana  17  Gab  19  Lunar  21  Mecca  22Riot 

AKOM  LTD  IS  NOW  OFFERING  READERS  OF  THE  TOMES  FREE  DEUVERY 
OFTHE  ITEMS  LISTED  BELOW  AT  STANDARD  RETAIL  PRICE  (UK  ONLY). 
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£45  alter  December  31. 3rd  Family  Edroon 
Edition  £8.99.  Mini  (Ptadted  Edition  £5.99. 
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No.  3335:  A  Sop  To  Cerberus  by  Teapoy 


In  tiie  outside  circle  (48  letters),  beginning  at  due  1  and 
running  clockwise,  is  a  question  to  which  solvers  of  The 
Listener  would  surely  say  “no!" 

The  third  cirde  (12  letters)  indicates  the  Adventure  from 
which  it  is  quoted  and  the  central  ring  (3  letters)  gives  a 
clue  to  the  author. 

Except  for  three  place  names  (which  are  in  Collins)  the 
answers  to  the  clues  are  all  words  which  appear  in 
Chambers  (1993).  Before  insertion  in  the  grid,  the  five 
letters  of  each  of  these  answers  have  to  be  jumbled 
appropriately. 

No  two  words  contain  the  same  combination  of  letters. 

CLUES  (all  5  letters) 

1  Serpent  witch  on  a  dty  motorway 

2  Entertainers,  sad  to  say.  without  money 

3  Digital  system  used  by  “Nothumbrians"? 

4  Swimmer  needs  a  mixture  of  carbon  fuel  and 
hydrogen 

5'  Braidwork  alien  to  serviceman 

6  Blood  English  shed  in  Flodden  mud 

7  Stem  scale  of  drink  old  man  imbibes 

8  Music  just  like  the  French  put  on  before  meals 

9  With  regard  to  the  arrival  at  a  place  in  the 
Netherlands 

10  Conference  centre  backs  on  to  station 

11  With  an  internal  decay  diagnosis  is  bleak 

12  Wood  (Australian)  is  bowled,  well  back 

13  Flaps  when  broadcasters  turn  up  in  middle  of  play 

14  Cartesian  symbol  converted  saint 

15  Spenser  taxes  madmen 

16  Crossing  place  no  longer  the  fashion 

17  lining  tin  containing  grass 

18  Nominate  a  rather  dull  dark  blue 

19  Shelter  with  a  lot  of  protection 

20  In  science  fiction  northern  goddess  provided 
support 
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21  Fall  heavily,  causing  pain  you  might  think 

22  No  longer  bars  sections  about  the  Reformation 

23  Sorrel  starts  spreading  where  Loma  was  shot 

24  Ventures  intended  to  fascinate  larks 

25  Exotic  inn  on  old  railway  route  to  the  north? 

26  Cat  soldiers  found  on  the  way  to  Hastings  perhaps 

27  Jock’s  part  makes  a  slight  difference 

28  Feels  at  least  eight  inches  high 

29  Material  involving  great  effort 

30  Rough  Roman  craft  with  very  hard  hull 

31  The  vragon  man  sees  drink  counsellors  about 

32  Empty  store  makes  big  noise 

33  Sodium  carbonate  combined  with  add,  and  a  little 
bit  over  . 

34  It  provides  endless  water  supply  after  switching 
music  on 

35  A  lot  was  blamed  on  her  lack  of  protein 
synthesiser 

36  Old  galley  now  beginning  to  provide  a  bit  of 
atmosphere 

37  One  of  the  Ashes  series  won  by  a  run  out 

38  Cursed  like  master-at-arms,  perhaps,  in  the 
Swedish  navy 

39  Improves  microwaves  but  liable  to  botch  about  a 
quarter 

40  Master,  driven  scatty  doesn’t  need  a  reminder  of 
schooldays 

41  Turn  right  in  a  way 

42  Produce  exhausts  say 

43  Lager  is  now  one  steeped  in  tradition 

44  Mallard  producer  eats  duck  all  by  himself 

45  Annoyed  about  the  way  Major  begins  to  be  put  out 
in  Scotland 

46  English  emblem  not  worn  regularly 

47  Roundabout]  to  5th  of  April,  island  was 
Renaissance  centre 

48  Open  sesame  entering  part  of  every  day  language 


Solution  to  No.  3332:  Bad  Lot  by  Dock 
The  extraneous  letters  spelt  ALL  WE  UKE  SHEEP 
HAVE  GONE  ASTRAY,  set  to 
music  in  Messiah  by  G.  F.  HANDEL 
~  hence  the  Playfair  square: 

GFHAN 

DELBC 

IKMOP 

QRSTU 

VWXYZ 

The  puole  features  12  sheep  either  missing  from 
answers  or  encoded:  1A  BIDENT.  15A  MERINO 
(from  sennonical),  30A  TEG  (from  targets), 

32A  LAMB  (from  fihrnable).  35a  EWE  (from  sweet 
pea),  37A  WETHER,  3D  YOW  (from  arrowy). 
8DTUP  (from  imputableness),  10D  ARGALI. 
14D  MUG  (from  cum  grano  salis), 

23  AOUDAD,  31  RAM  (from  fee-farm) 

The  winner  is  Mr  R.  Newton  of  Sale,  Cheshire. 
The  runners-up  are  Mr  G.  S.  Lessels  of  Parteen, 
Co  Clare,  and  E.  C.  Hunt  of  Norwich. 
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LISTENER  CROSSWORD  No.  3335 


In  association 
with 


Cambridge 

UNIVERSITY  PRESS 


NAME _ , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS - - - - - - - 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No.  3335.  63  Green  Lane,  St  Albans,  Hertfordshire 
AL3  6 HE.  Entries  must  be  received  by  Thursday.  December  21. 


Tbe  winner  will  receive;  Tbe  Cambridge 
Encyclopedia,  die  most  op-to -date  and 
csxsprctenaive  one-whmse  encyclopedia 
available,  with  over  %0fl0  entries  Tbe 
Cambridge  Encyclopedia  of  die  English 
Language,  a  highly  flhistnued  format 
embracing  every  aspect  of  the  English 
language  in  one  volume;  and  Hie  Cam¬ 
bridge  (Mdc  to  literature,  covering  all  tie 


runnervup  wH  to 
Guide  to  Itteramre. 


Cambridge  Uurvereily  Press.  the  oldest  printing  and  puhSsbmg  house  In  she  world,  issues  some 
1500  new  publications  m  iw  190  mutinies  each  year,  encompassing  virtually  every  subject 
seiousfy  studied  in  the  English-speaking  warfd- 
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we  cost  less 


we  save  you  more 


better  service 


complete  service 
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that’s  the  way  to  do  it! 


Call  us  any  time  -  it’s  free. 

We  have  half  a  million  UK  customers  who  already  have. 
Discover  how  easy  it  is  to  transfer. 


Member  HSBC  43b  Group 


0800  24  24  24 


Mr/Ws/Miss/Ms  or  Title 


Forananaaial 


please  complete  and  post  this  coupon  to:  First  Direct,  Freepost  HK  16,  Ueeds,  LS98  2RS. 


o*  • 


wspreparvi 


lan 


